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PREPACE. 


During the calendar year 1923 the following volinnes of 
the ' Fauna of British India’ appeared — Diptbka, VoL III. 
PipuncuLlid((\ Syrpliida\ Conopidw, CRstrida^ by E. Brunetti, 
and Oligoch-^ta, by Dr. J. Stephenson. 

In 1922 the first volume of the Aves, re-edifced by 
Mr. E. C. Stuart Baker, was published. The present volume 
contains a further instalment of the Passeres including the 
CinclidcB (Dippers) ; Turdidir (Thrushes, Chats, etc.) ; 
MuscivapidcB (Flycatchers) ; Laniuhn (Shrikes) ; JJicvuridw 
( Drongos) ; Sylviidcr (Warblers), and Regulidee (Goldcrests, 
etc.). It is hoped that a third volume will complete the 
Passeres and possibly also include the Woodpeckers, Barhets 
and other birds contained in Volume III. of the first edition 
with the exception of the Strigiden and Palconida\ 

Certain additions and alterations have been made in the 
form in which the first volume of this edition appeared. 
These it is hoped will be an improvement and will be of use 
to readers other than pure field-naturalists and observers. 
The first reference to each genus and also the type of the 
genus and the type-locality have been given. When the 
typical form oE any genus or species is extra-liinital ” to the 
area included in this work, similar references ha^'e again 
been given and also a brief note showing how the nearest 
form in Indian limits differs from the typical one. 
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PJlE3?A.0ig. 


Finally, separate keys to the subspecies liave been 
as well as keys to the species ; these it is hoped will 
lacilitate iilontification. 

T may add that the present \oliinio is in other respects 
fully up to the standard set by the author in his previous 
publication oH eiohteeu months ago. 


Christ s College Liid^e, A. E. SHIPLEY, 

Cambriduo 

loth Maivl), 1924 



AUTHOirS PREFACE. 


Tins second volume of tlie Avifauna contains a fnrtli(u* 
instalinent of the Passeres^ including 473 species and suh- 
spocies, bringintr the total niiinher dealt with up to date to 
049. The second volume of the Avifauna has ap[)oarod 
within about 20 months of the first, although tlie proscril)od 
perioil between the ])iil)lication of each issue is supposed to 
f)e two years. This is due to tlie persistence of our Editor, 
Sir Arthur E. Shipley, and, it must be added, to tlie fact that 
the Authorities concerned fully appreciate the value of rapid 
]>roduction in a work of this nature. A still more important 
■success gained by the Editor is sanction to a sixth volume to 
the Avif auna, which is to contain a full Synonymy of all first 
references in addition to corrigenda and a(ld( 3 nda to the 
first five volumes. 

It is hojied that the third volume will be completed in 
another 18 months or less and that subsequent volumes \ull 
appear at even shorter intervals. Headers will, however, 
Idealize that any work which entails the consideration of sub^ 
sper.ies — a new factor in Indian Zoology — also entails an 
enormous amount of Museum work, whicli cannot be hurried 
over. Nomenclature, also, is at present in such a state of 
flux that it is extremely difficult to follow the writings of 
those who make a special study of this subject, in addition 
to the original research work the Author himself has to get 
through. 


Upper Norwood, 
March 1924, 


E. 0. STUAHT BAKER. 
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Family OINCLID^. 

The Dippers comprise a small group of birds which have under- 
gone special adaptation to suit them to a more or less aquatic life. 
They appear to be closely allied to the Troglodyiidce^ on 

the one hand, and to the Turdidce^ or Thrushes, on the other. 

The nidification of these birds is very peculiar — the nests 
are very large and domed, and the eggs are pure white — and is 
certainly more like that of the former than that of the latter 
family. 

In the Dippers the bill is very like that of the Wrens, it is 
almost as long as the head, narrow and straight, the tip slightly 
bent down and notched; the nostrils are covered by a large mem- 
brane and there are no rictal hristles ; the wing is short and 
rounded ; the tail exceedingly short and the tarsus long, smooth 
and very strong, with short, powerful claws. 

The sexes are alike and the plumage of the young is barred. 
A semi-adult plumage is acquired in the first autumn moult but 
the feathers of parts of the breast and throat are fringed with 
white, these fringes being lost by abrasion in the succeeding 

season. The head is narrow in front and the feathers of the fore- 

head very short, lying close to the head. The plumage generally 
is very firm and dense. 

Genus GINCLTJS Borkhausen, 1797. 

Type, C. cincltis Linn. Type-locality : restricted to Sweden. 
The characters of the genus are those of the family. 

Key to JSpecies, 

A. Chin and breast white Cmclus cmchis, p. 1. 

B. Chin and breast brown Cinclm yallasii^ p. 4. 

Giuclus cincluB. 

Sturnue oincltts Linn., S. N., i, p. 290, 1766. 

Type-locality ; Sweden. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Chin, throat and breast white ; abdomen 

brown C,c, cashmeriensis, p. 2. 

B. Chin, throat, breast and abdomen, all white. C, c. leueogaster, p. 3. 

The# bird hitherto known as Cinclus sordidus, which is only an. 
aberrant form of cashmeriensiSf has the lower parts all more or less 
brown, but the brown is much paler than on the upper parts and 
not concolorous with them as in pallasii, 
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(477) Cinclus cinclus cashmeriensis. 

The Kashmir Dipper or "White-breasted Asiatic Dipper. 

Cinclus cashmeriensis Gould, P. Z. S., 1859, p. 494 (Kashmir). 

Cinclus hashmiriensis. Blaiif. & Oates, ii, p. 162 (1890). 

Cinclus sordidus. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 165. 

Vernacular names. Daodui-di (Cacbari). 

Description. Eorehead, lores, crown and upper back chocolate- 
brown ; edges of eyelids w ith white feathers ; remainder of upper 
plumage slate-colour, each feather centred and edged with black ; 
on the back the slate and brown grade into one another ; wing- 
featbers brown, edged with slate and the secondaries edged with 
white ; tail slate-colour, faintly cross-rayed ; chin, throat, cheeks 
and breast pure white; remainder of lower plumage chocolate- 
brown, darker than the head and deepening to dark chocolate on 
flanks, vent and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright hazel ; bill black or blackish 
brown ; legs and leet dark brown, slaty-brown or almost black. 

Measuremeiits. Total length about 190 to 200 mm.; wing 90 
to 100 mm.; tail 48 to 56 mm.; tarsus 27 to 29 mm.; culinen 
18 to 19 mm. 

Touug birds after the first spring moult are like the adults but 
the feathers of the abdomen, vent, posterior flanks and under tail- 
coverts are streaked with white. 

Nestlings have the whole upper plumage slate-grey, the feathers 
edged with dark brown ; wing-coverts grey, with dark centres and 
broad white tips which form two wing-bars; wing-quills dark 
browm with broad terminal edges of white and the outer webs 
broadly edged with grey ; the whole lower plumage is white, the 
dark bases of the feathers showing through here and there, with 
numerous narrow bars of black or blackish brown. 

The birds hitherto known as Cinclus sordidus, which have the 
whole throat and breast brown like the head, are generally 
accepted as nothing more than aberrant specimens of the E^shmir 
Dipper, They occur over exactly the same area and intermediate 
forms are not very rare. The types of sordidus and cashmeriensis 
were both obtained at the Tso Morari Lake, Ladak. 

Distribution. Kashmir, Murree Hills, Garhwal, JVepal, Silikim, 
Tibet Bast to Kanni. Northern Assam as far Bast as Tezpnr, not 
"Bast of the Dibong or Brahmaputra and not South of that 
river. "West to the Kliagan Valley, and the whole ISr.W. Brontier. 

Nidiflcation. The Kashmir Dipper breeds in Kashmir from 
early April to the end of June at all heights from the lowest 
valleys up to 12,000 feet and possibly much higher. Jn the 
Khagan and Kurram Valleys on the extreme N.W. Pnontier, 
Major C. H. T. Whitehead took two nests in the end of June at 
12,000 feet. The nests are large domed structures, much the size 
and shape of a football and are built of moss, roots, grass and 
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leaves well matted together and lined with soft moss and grass. 
They are generally placed on a rock, small island or stranded log 
in the middle of a stream, sometimes on rocks or between boulders 
on banks and often, wherever it may be placed, it is a most con- 
spicuous object, though in appearance it is so like a lump of 
rubbish, left by the ilood, that it escapes detection. The eggs 
number four or five and are pure white with soft glossless texture 
and fragile shell. In shape they are normal or pointed ovals. 
Fifty eggs average 25*9 x 18*5 mm. ; maxima 21*1 X 18*9 and 
26*3 X 19*5 mm. ; minima 22*8 x? and ? x 16*4 mm. {Hume). 

Habits. This Dipper is found both in summer and winter at 
very high levels and is one of the hardiest of birds. It has been 
seen at 15,000 feet in midwinter and Walton recorded it. as com- 
mon at Cliuinbi at 14,000 feet at that season. It spends all its 
time on fast-running streams, sometimes hunting the rocks and 
shallows for insects, etc., at other times pursuing its prey under 
water. It prefers rapids and turbulent waters to the more placid 
pools and is extraordinarily active under the most difficult of con- 
ditions whether above or below water. It flies witli speed and 
directness, skimming along close to the surface, notifying both 
start and stop to its flight by its shrill whistle. 


(478) Cinclus cinclus leucogaster. 

The White-bblIiIed Dippee. 

Cinclus leuGogastei Bonaparte, Consp. Av., i, p. 252 (1850) (West 
Siberia). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the Kashmir Dipper but the lower parts 
are all white, with the exception of the extreme posterior flanks 
and vent which are brown and the under tail-coverts which are 
slaty-grey ; even these parts, however, are also much marked and 
fringed with white ; the head, neck and upper back are generally 
decidedly paler than in caslimeriensis. 

Colours of soft parts and Ddeasurements are the same as those 
of the last bird. 

Distribution. West Siberia, Turkestan, Altai, the region of 
Lake Baikal and straggler South to G-ilgit, from which last-named 
place there is a typical specimen in the British Museum. 

Nidiflcation. I can find nothing recorded. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

Both this race and the last differ from typical Cinclus cinclus in 
being much darker, less reddish above and by the brown extending 
further down the back into the slate-colour. C. e, cashmeriensis 
also difEers in being less red on the abdomen next to the white 
breast. 
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Cinclus pallasii. 

Cinclus 2:fallcish Temm., Man. d'Orn., i, p. 177 (1815). 

Type-locality : Crimea. 

Keif to Siibsj}ecies, 

A. Chocolate o£ head etc. not very dark ; ciil- 

men from front 18 to 19nim C. temdrostns^ p. 4. 

B. Chocolate veiy dfirk ; ciilmen *20 to 22-5 inm. C. i). marila^ p. 5. 

(479) Cinclus pallasii tenuirostris. 

The liTDiAN Buotrjsr Dipper. 

Cinclus temiirostris Bonaparte, Oonsp. Av., i, p. 252 (1860) (Central 
Asia). 

Cinclus asiatieifft. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 163. 

Vernacular names. Kamhong-lcamalc (Lepcha) ; Cliutia-nalSha 
(Bhut.). 

Description. A ring of feathers on the eyelids white, often 
hardly fallowing ; terminal edges of secondaries white and, in 
freshly moulted birds, a narrow pale fringe to the greater coverts. 
With these exceptions the whole plumage is chocolate-brown, tfie 
concealed portions of the wings and tail rather darker. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel-brow’n ; bill black or nearly so ; 
legs light to dark brown, sometimes tinged with plumbeous ; soles 
paler and yellowish. 

Measurements. Wing 93 to 101 mm. ; tail 55 to 60 mm. ; 
tarsus about 28 mm. ; culmen 18 to 19 mm. 

Distribution. Turkestan, Himalayas from NainiTal and Murree, 
thi'ough Kashmir, Simla Hills, G-arhwal, Nepal and Sikkim to 
East Assam, North of the Brahmaputra and not South of this 
river. 

Nidification. The Brown Dipper breeds throughout its habitat 
at all heights from the foot-hills up to 14,000 feet, generally 
nesting below 9,000 feet. In Eastern Assam Stevens found it 
breeding in the Subansiri Q-orge, practically at the level of the 
plains, in December and January. In Sikkim, Q-arhw^al and 
further North-AVest it appears to breed from January and February 
on to April and even early May, but the later nests may be 
those of birds whose first broods have been destroyed by floods. 
The nests are placed in situations similar to those selected by the 
Kashmir Dipper, but they resort to boulders on banks of streams 
more often, perhaps, than to those in mid-stream. The nest is 
the same unwieldy ball of moss and grass, very compactly and 
stoutly built, measuiing externally anything up to a foot in 
diameter. The alls, however, are so massive that the internal 
egg-cliamber is only some four to five inches in diameter, with an 
entrance between two and three inches across. The eggs are 
indistinguishable from those of other Dippers. Twenty eggs 
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average 25*6 X 18‘3 inm.: maxima 28-1 x 18-4 and 26*1 x 19-1 min.; 
minima 24*4 x 18*1 mm. and 25*3 x 17’3 mm. 

Habits. Although this Dipper often wanders up to very great 
heights and even breeds at such when there are suitable streams 
available, it is essentially a bird of the lower levels from 5,000 or 
6,000 feet downwards. It breeds, as already mentioned, in the 
cold weather almost in the plains, but w^heri the rivers get swollen 
and muddy in April and May it then seeks higher ranges where 
the streams rise and fall quickly and soon become clear again 
even after heavy rain. Stevens writes “one of the wariest of 
birds, its arrowy flights, as it skims a foot or so above the water, 
and the inaccessible nature of its haunts make it a most difficult 
bird to procure specimens of.*’ They have the same shrill cr,y 
which seems common to all the Dippers and which they utter at 
intervals when on the wing. 


(480) Cinclus pallasii marila. 

The PouMOSAiSr Beowit Dippee. 

• Cinclus 7}ianla Swinhoe, Ibis, 1860, p. 187 (Formosa). 

Vernacular names. JDl-dao-hui (Cachari). 

Description. Similar to the Indian Brown Dipper but darker 
everywhere. Both tliis and the last bird differ from C,p,jpallasii 
in being less deep a chocolate in colour. This race is distinguish- 
able from C. soulei in being a trifle paler. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown; bill black ; legs 
and feet horny-brown, plumbeous-brown or almost black ; soles 
always paler and yellowish or fleshy. 

Measurements. Wing 96 to 116 mm.; culmen 20 to 22*5 mm. 
The same measurements in C. soulei are 108 to 115 and 23 to 
24 mm. respectively. I cannot divide Formosan birds from those 
of China, Burma aud Assam. In the British Museum collection 
there is one Formosan, one Burmese aud one Chinese bird, each 
with a wing of IIC mm. and several Assam specimens wnth 
wings of only 96 and 98 mm. 

The young bird differs from that of the Indian Brown Dipper 
in being much darlter ; the grey above is replaced with brown and 
the dark centres to the feathers are larger ; the lower plumage is 
brown, each feather with broad white edges. 

Distribution. At present not well defined. Formosa, whence 
it was described by Swinhoe ; Shan States (Hanngton ) ; Chin 
Hills {Mache^izie) and the mountains South of the Brahmaputra 
Eiver. Probably it will be found to be a small, low-level form of 
C. jp. soulei extending all through the Burmese and Indo-Chinese 
Hill country. It has also been killed at Kuatun. 

Nidification. In the Khasia and North Cachar Hills the normal 
breeding season is December to February, before the streams 
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"begin to fill up, but many birds lajMii early April and even in May, 
though these latter place their nests in such positions that they 
are generally washed out iji the first rains of June. I, however, 
took one nest v.ith eggs as late as July, evidently the production 
of birds which had had their first attempts destroyed. The 
early nests are all placed on boulders, fallen trees or piles of 
debris lying in mid-stream or on rocks actually under waterfalls, 
through which the birds have to pass to the nest. The later 
nests are^ more often placed on the banks and cliffs above tlie 
rivers. They are huge affairs, often over a foot long by eight or 
ten inches wide and, when one knows what to look for, verv con- 
spicuous. To the casual observer, however, they look only like 
masses of moss and lea\ es left by a falling flood. The eggs number 
four or five and are just like other Dippers’ eggs. Thirty eggs 
average 26-7 X 18-9 mm.: maxima 28*5 X 19-2 and 27'0 x 20 0 mm.; 
minima 24*3 x 18-3 and 26-0 x 17-7 mm. 

Habits. This Dipper is very common in the Khasia Hills 
although not so very often seen, for it keeps very closely to streams 
which pass through woods, each pair apparently haunting its ow^n 
stretch of water. Occasionally its sharp cry may attract one’s 
attention on some open piece ot river ®r stream as it flits hurriedJy 
from one cover to another, especially in late autumn when the 
rivers and streams are running low. At this season and before 
nesting commences, it seems less secretive but it is always a 
shy, wild bird and most difficult to watch. It lives almost as 
much under water as above it and feeds on tiny fish, insects, tad- 
poles and water spiders, in catching which it displays most 
extraordinary activity. 




Family TUKDID^. 

The intrinsic muscies of the s^yrinx fixed to the ends of the 
bronchial semi-rings ; the edges of both mandibles biuooth, or the 
upper one simply notched ; hinder aspect of tarsus bilaminated, 
the laminsB entire and smooth ; wing vrith ten primaries ; tongue 
non-tubular ; nostrils always clear of the line of foreliead, the 
space between the nostril and the edge of the mandibles less than 
that between the nostril and the culmen; plumage of the nestling 
mottled or squamated. There is only one moult in the year, in 
the autumn, but the fringes to the leathers of the winter plumage 
wear off in summer, causing a great alteration in colour in many 
species. ISectrices usually twelve, rarely fourteen. 

The TuBDiDiE includes the Short-wings, Chats, Forktails, Kobins, 
Thrushes and Accentors and forms a large family of the Passeres. 
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The only character which links all these species together is the 
squamated plumage of the young. The Dippers also have this 
characteristic but in other structural characters they show their 
affinity to the "Wrens and therefore constitute a satisfactory family 
between the Troglodijtidce^ or Wrens, and the Turdulm. 

From the Muscicapidce^ or Flycatchers, the young of which also 
have mottled or squamated plumage, the Thrushes are easily 
separated by their having no hairs over the nostrils and base of 
the bill and also by their long, strong tarsi. The only exception 
to this is the genus Zoothera^ which has frontal hairs somewhat 
developed and overlying the nostrils. The exceptionally power- 
ful and long tarsi of this bird and its general Thrush-like 
appearance more than suffice, however, to show its proper position. 

In the Braehypteryginm and in some other genera, especially 
Pho&nimi'us and Saccicola^ the shafts of the feathers of the forehead 
are long aud the webs somewhat disintegrated but these can- 
not be considered hairs, nor do they lie over the nostrils as is 
always the case with the Musdcapidce. 

I have divided the TardlclcB into six Subfamilies, which form 
groups easily distinguishable from one another by the field- 
naturalist, although there are really no structural differences 
between the Chats, Eedstarts and true Thrushes. 

As already noted, the Oinclinm have heen raised to the status of 
a family, Cinclidce, The Short-wings, Bracliypterygince, have been 
brought from the Timaliidce^ or Cratet'opodidce of Oates, to the 
present family, their position in which is determined by their 
squamated juvenile plumage aud, finally, I have separated the 
Forktails from the Eedstarts, the peculiar structure of the tails 
of the former clearly differentiating them from any other of the 
Tuvdidcs. 


Key to Subfamilies. 


A. Wing very short and rounded; tail very 

short 

B. Wing pointed and not very short 5 tail not 

veiy short, 
a. Tarsus smooth. 

a'. Habits Muscicapine ; food principally 
captured by sallies from a perch . . j.. 
Habits terrestrial ; insect-food sought for 
on the ground. 

Tail deeply forked ; middle pair of 
feathers shortest ; penultimate pair 

longest ' 

b”. Tail normal; square or rounded. . . . 
c'. Habits teiTestiial aud arboreal; they are 
both insectivorous and frugivorous . . 
h. Tarsus scutellated 


Bracliypteryginm^ p. 9. 


Saxicolin€B, p. 22. 


Emcurina^ p. 56. 
BhcenicunniB, p. 67. 

Turdmts, p, 120. 
Prunellin€B^ p. 186. 
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Subfamily BRACHYPTEllYGINJi]. 

This STib£amil 3 % wliich formerly Oates placed in his Gratero^o- 
didcB, is at once separated from that family by the fact that the 
young are all squamated, though they show a certain superficial 
resemblance to it in their long legs and short tails. 

Since Oates wrote the Avifauna we have learnt much about the 
young of many more species than was known in his time, a fact 
doubtless due to his own recognition of the importance of this point. 
B. major major (Cardew), B, major alhiventris (Howard Campbell), 
Seteroxenicxis nipalensis (Baker), Hodgsonius^ Ztarvivova (Osmaston) 
are all known to have j^oung of true Thrush type and it is now 
possible to place them in a position to which their habits and 
nidificatiou also entitle them. 

The bill is slender and about half the length of the head; the 
rictal bristles vary from small and weak in Larvivora to well- 
developed in Brachypteryos, The wings are short and rounded, 
the tail short or very short ; the tarsi long, but more slender than 
in the TimaliidcB. They are not gregarious. 


Key to Genera, 

A. Tail but little graduated or nearly square, 

outer feathers lalling short of tip of tail by 
less than half the length of tarsus. 
a. Tail not less than twice the length of tarsus. 
a'. Second primary much shorter than 

longest secondaries 

b\ Second primary equal to, or exceeding, 

secondaries 

h. Tail much shorter than twice the length 
of tarsus 

B. Tail greatly graduated, outer feathers falling 

short of tip of tail by as much as the length 
of tarsus 


Bbachyptkuyx, p. 9. 
Labvivora, p. l!2. 
Heteboxenictts, p. 10. 


Hodgsonius, p. 21. 


Genus BRACHYPTERTX. 

Horsf., Trans. L. S., xiii, p. 157 (1820). 

Type, B. montana. 

The genus Brachypteryos has the hill about equal in length to 
half the head, fairly strong and broad at the base, but slender from 
the centre to the*tip; the nostrils are long ovals and are overhung 
by the lengthened shafts of the frontal feathers ; the rictal bristles 
are long. The vving is short and rounded; the tarsus smooth, 
-long and strong and the tail is almost square. The sexes are alike 
and the young, like all the rest of the family, heavily squamated. 
There is only one species represented by two races, both confined 
to a comparatively small area. 
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Brachypteryx major (Jerdoa), 1844. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Sides of abdomen pale chestnut B. major major, p. 10. 

B. hides of abdomen slatj’-blue B. major alkventris, 

Cp. 11. 


(481) Brachypteryx major major*. 

The Etoous-bellied Shobt-wing. 

Bhcemcura major Jerd., Madr. Jour. L. S., xiii, p. 170 (1844) 
(Nilgiris). 

Braehypteiyx rufimnins. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 185 (1889). 
Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores and frontal line black ; above this faint 
traces only of a blue line on forehead and above eye ; upper 
plumage, u iiigs and tail, sides of head and neck dark slaty-blue ; 



Fig. 2. — Head of B. m. major. 

chin, throat and breast slaty-blue, nearly as dark as the back ; centre 
of abdomen whitish ; remainder of lower plumage pale chestnut, 
suffused with brown below breast and on flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black ; legs and feet 
pale fleshy-brown, claws darker. 

Measurements. Total length about 170 to 180 mm. ; wing 78 to 
83 mm. ; tail 59 to 65 mm. ; tarsus 29 mm. ; culmen 16 mm. 

Distribution. Nilgiris; Bramahagiris, Coonoor and adjacent 
hill-ranges. 

Nidiflcation. The Eufous-breasted Short-wing breeds in the 
Nilgiris in March, April and May from about 5,000 feet up to 
the highest levels. It makes a cup-shaped nest of green moss 
lined with roots and outwardly fitting the hollow, in tree or bank, 
in which it is placed. The tree selected, generally in preference 
to a bank, does not afford much concealment as,^unlike H. cruralis, 
it does not choose one covered with moss or parasites. The eggs 
seem to he always two in number. In shape they are long, rather 


* This species cannot bear the name rvfiventns, Jerdon 1872, as he had 
already given it the name of major in 1844. 
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narrow ovals. The ground-colour is a greyisli \^hite, greenish 
white or yellow, but this is so completely covered with minute 
freckles ot reddish brown’ that the egg appears to be unicoloured 
olive-brown. In a few specimens tlie marks are confluent as a 
cap or ring and in some they are sufficiently sparse for the ground- 
colour to show through and they then appear to be an olive-green. 

eggs, taken by Sir A. G. Cardew, Major Packard and others, 
average only 23*7 x 1&5 mm. but Hume gives the length as up to 
25*9 mm. and the breadth up to 17 5 mm. 

Habits. This Short-wing is common in the Hilgiris about Oota- 
camnnd, haunting the sholas^ or copses, in the hollows between the 
grass-covered hills. Although they do not keep to very heavy 
cover they are shy retiring birds. The cock is said to have a very 
pretty little song, but so low that it is not often heard. 


(482) Brachypteryx major albiventris. 

The White-bellied Shobt-wie-g. 

Callene alhivmtris Pairbank, Blanf., P. Z. S., 1867, p. 833, pi. 39 
(Palni Hills). 

BraohypterysV €dbiventns. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 185. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores and a narrow frontal band velvety-black ; 
above this a band of bluish white. Kemainder of plumage as m 
the last bird but the chestnut replaced with slaty-blue on the 
lower plumage. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris buff to red-buflP; bill black; legs 
and feet dark horny-brown to plumbeous black. 

Measurements. Wing 78 to 83 mm., d' ; 73 to 78 ram., $ ; 
tail 63 to 65 mm. ; tarsus 29 mm. ; culnieii 15 inin. 

Distribution. Palni Hills and Travancore only. 

A specimen obtained by Bourdillon at Mynal, Travancore, 
shows a considerable amount of rufous on the vent and flanks, 
proving this bird to be merely a race of 'inifiventns and probably 
specimens from the hills of North Travancore will be intermediate 
between the two. 

Nidification. In every way like that of the Eufous-bellied 
Short-wing. The eggs, also, cannot be distinguished from those 
of that bird. The average of 12 eggs is 23*7 x 16*5 mm. : maxima 
25*5 X 17*0 and 23*6 x 17*3 mm. ; minima 21*0 X 16*0 mm. Eggs 
taken by the late Eev. Howard Campbell were found in April 
and May. 

Habits. Much the same as those of the last bird. It is found 
in shady cover, either singly or in pairs, and keeps entirely to the 
ground or to the lower bushes and scrub but, though so terres- 
trial in its habits, it flies well when forced to do so. 
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Genus LARVITOEA. 

Ilodgs., J. A. S. J3., v5, p. 102 (1837). 

Type, Z. hrimnea. 

The genus Larvivora contains three species, one resident in 
India, one in Burma and the third found in the Eastern portion 
of the Empire in winter only. The first two are only locally 
migratory, whilst the third has a very wide range over Eastern 
Asia. 

In Larvlvova the sexes are different in coloration and the 
young are barred and spotted. 

In this genus the hill is slender and about half the length o£ 
the head and the nostrils are long ovals. The wing is i*ather 
pointed, wdth the first primary of somevtrhat small size; the tarsus 
is slender and long and the tail is much shorter than the wing. 


Key to Species' 

A. Upper plumage blue, 

a. Lower plumage white 

h, Ijower plumage bright chestnut 

c. Throat and breast light chestnut, abdomen 
white 

B. Upper plumage olive-brown. 

cl. Throat and breast pale fulvous, mottled 

witli brown 

e. Throat and breast bright fulvous, mottled 
with brown 


X. cyane, cJ » P* 12. 

X. hmnnea, c? > p. l-l. 

X. toickhami, S , p. 15. 

X. cyane^ 5 , p. 12. 

X. hrminea, $ , p. 14. 


(483) Larvivora cyane. 

The Siberian Blue Chat. 

Motadlla cyane Pall., Reis. Russ. Reichs, iii, p. 697 (1776) (East 
Siberia). « 

Larvivora cyanea. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 181. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Lores and a line under the eye 
black ; cheeks, ear-coverts, sides of neck and whole upper plumage 
dark blue, the sides of the ueck generally darker than elsewhere; 
tail and wing-quills brownish black, suffused with dark blue ; 
below white, the flanks washed with, blue and the sides of the 
upper breast very deep indigo-blue. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill black in the breeding 
season ; horny-brown above and fleshy-yellow or pale horny 
below in the noil-breeding season; feet, legs and claws white to 
pale fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 to 150 mm.; wing 71 
to 81 mm. ; tail 47 to 60 mm. ; tarsus 26 mm. ; culmen about 
12 mm. 

Adult female. Lores, forehead and sides of the head fulvous- 
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rufous, mottled with darker ; remainder of upper plumage olive- 
brown, tinged with russet on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; 
tail and wing-quills brown, edged with fulvous-rufous ; greater 
coverts brown, edged and tipped with rufous ; below white, the 
breast-feathers edged with brown and tinged fulvous ; flanks 
fulvous-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill above liorny brown, 
mandible fleshy-yellow ; feet white to fleshy or fleshy-yellov . 

Measurements practically the same as the male. 

Young male is like the female, but acquires a certain amount 
of blue on the lower back, rump, upper tail-coverts and tail at 
the first autumn moult, sometimes, also, patches of blue on the 
wing-coverts. 

Nestlings are squaraated on the lower plumage, spotted on the 
upper. 

Distribution. Breeding in Eastern Siberia and Japan and 
possibly also in Mongolia and North-Eastern China. In w inter mi- 
. grating South to South China, the Indo-Chinese countries, Burma, 
Malay Peninsula, Borneo and probably most oE the islands, 
Manipur and Assam. The label on the Pmwill specimen, from 



Eig. 3. — Head of L. cyans. 


Simla,” is undoubtedly wrong, nor is there any further evidence in 
support of Seebohm’s statement that it winters in North India. 

Nidification. This beautiful little Short- wing breeds abundantly 
in Japan, making a cup-shaped nest of moss and leaves on the 
ground or in an old stump or a hole in a tree. The eggs number 
four or five and are in colour like ratlier deeply-coloured Hedge- 
Sparrow's eggs. The texture is very smooth and the surface has 
a distinct gloss. Thirty eggs average i9'6x I'l'S mm. 

The breeding season is trom early Mav to early J uly. 

Oates considered it possible that this Blue Chat bred in Burma, 
as he obtained a specimen on the 21st M^l3^ It has never again 
been procured in the breeding seasou and his bird was certainly 
only a late visitor. 

Habits. The habits of the Bine Chats are the same as those of 
the other Short-wings. They are shy retiring birds, keeping much 
to forest and undergrowth, feeding entirely on the ground or 
close to it and are purely insectivorous. They all have a rather 
sweet but not very loud song, which they uHer either on the 
ground or from some bush or low tree and in wnnter at all 
events, they have a habit of flirting their tails not unlike some 
of the true Chats. 
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(484) Larvivora brunnea. 

The Indian Blue Chat. 

Larvivora hrunnea Plodjrs., J. A. S. B., vi, p. 102 (1837) (Siklsim) ; 

131 anf. & Oates, i, p. 182. 

Vernacular names. Man^^il-iTlio (Lepcha)- 

Description. — Adult male. Forehead, lores, ear-coverts and 
sides of neck black ; a long broad supercilium white ; remainder 
ot* upper plumage dark blue ; wing-quills brown edged with blue ; 
point of chin and narrow line under the black cheeks white ; 
under wing-coverts and axillaries blue ; throat, breast and lower 
plumage bright chestnut ; centre of abdomen, vent and under 
tail-coverts white. The amount of white on the abdomen varies 
considerably individually. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill black in breeding season, 
horny-brown above, fleshy below- in winter ; legs and feet fleshy 
to dark yellowish fleshy 5 “legs and feet blackish-grey” {Forrest), 

Measurements. "Wing 70 to 78 mm.; tail 46 to 48 mm.; 
tarsus 27 nun. ; culmen 13 min. 

Adult female. Above similar to the female of L, cyane but the 
whole breast, flanks, under wing-coverts and axillaries are dark, 
bright fulvous ; in some birds the fulvous is much suffused with 
brown and in a few practically the whole of the lower parts are 
fulvous, leaving only the under tail-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in male. 

The young male is like the female but has the whole back 
darker, much suffused with blue, especially on the lower back to 
the tail and also 011 the wing-covei'ts. 

Distribution. Breeding in the Himalayas, Kashmir and Gfarhwal 
to Sikkim and Bhutan. In winter throughout India and Ceylon, 
Assam, K. Burma and Yunnan, Specimens taken in Ceylon and 
the Kilgiris in April and May have black beaks and may possibly 
breed locally. 

Nidiflcatiou. The Indian Blue Chat breeds during May, June 
and early July from Kashmir to Sikkim and is very abundant all 
round Murree. The nest is almost invariably placed on the 
ground at the foot of a tree or busb, sometimes without anv 
vegetation to screen it from view, sometimes under a bush or on 
a bank covered with weeds and moss. It never, however, seems 
to select very thick cover. The nest itself is a large, loosely put 
together cup of dead leaves, lined with hair or fine roots and at a 
short distance looks like a little pile of rubbish drifted against the 
trunk of the tree or blown up on the bank. The eggs number 
three or four and are pale spotless bine, just like dark Hedge- 
Sparrow's eggs. Twenty-four eggs average 19’4 x 14'5 mm, : 
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maxima 80’4 x 15*0 mm.; minima 18*4 x 14*1 and 18*9 x 
14*0 mm. 

Jt has not yet been found to breed in the Nilgiris as was at 
one time supposed, and in ten years Sir A. J. Cardew, a very close 
observer, never saw it once during* the breeding season. 

Habits. The Indian Blue Chat frequents forest, preferably 
such as is not very dense in undergrowth but at the same time is 
shady and cool. It keeps much to the ground and never ascends 
into the trees, though it may feed in the lower growth occasionally. 
It is an extremely shy bird, resenting observation but during the 
breeding season in Kashmir vthen the hens were sitting Davidson 
found that the males were very bold, singing their pleasaut little 
song in almost every small patch of thick jungle. 

It breeds from about 6,000 feet upwards and Stevens obtained 
it rather lower down than this in Nepal during the winter 
months. 


(485) Larvivora wickhami. 

The Chust-Hills Blue Chat. 

JLarmnora wickhami Stuart Baker, Nov. Zool., xxiii, p. 298 (1916') 
(Chin Hills), 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage slaty-blue; forehead and above 
the lores rufous ; lores, cheeks and ear-coverts pale dull buff, the 
edges blackish, making this part of the plumage mottled ; visible 
portions of the wing like the back; primaries blackish brown 
edged with dull buff ; tail, central feathers like the back, outer 
ones blackish suffused with slaty-blue on the outer webs ; chin, 
throat, fore neck and breast light rusty chestnut, the centre of the 
throat slightly paler ; an indefinite slaty-blue band, interrupted 
in the middle, across the breast; abdomen, vent and under tail- 
coverts white ; under wing-coverts and axillaries dull rusty-buff. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Bill black ; legs very pale flesb-colour, 
almost white ” ( Wtckham), 

The tail-feathers are only slightly acuminate, but would possibly 
be more so in a freshly-moulted bird- 

Heasurements. "Wing 72 mm.; tail 43 min.; tarsus 24 mm.; 
culmen 10*5 mm. 

Distribution. Chin Hills. 

NidifLcation. The nest of this Blue Chat appears to be very 
similar to that of the Indian Blue Chat and has been taken on 
Mt. Victoria and other peaks in the Chin Hills, at about 7,000 
feet, by Messrs. Macdonald, "Wickhaiii and others. The eggs are 
indistinguishable from those of other species of this genus, and 
those in the possession of Mr. J. M. D. Mackenzie and myself 
average about 18-6 x 13*8 mm. 

Habits. Nothing recorded. 
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Genus HETEROXENICUS- 
Sharpe, Bull. B. O. C., xii, p. 55 (1902). 

Type, II, cmralis, 

Gould’s name Drymochares being preoccupied as a name for a 
genus of Coleoptera, Sharpe’s name Meter oxeniciis (‘ Hand-List of 
Birds,’ IV, p. 56, 1903) must be used. 

The genus Heterosoenicus differs from Brachypterya; principally 
in having longer tarsi and a still shorter tail, in other respects it 
is very close to that genus. The bill is much as in that bird, 
rather more slender, with long oval nostrils and moderate rictal 
bristles. The wing is short and rounded ; tlie tail very short and 
the tarsi very long and slender. 

The young are not, as stated by Oates, like the female, but are 
squamated and spotted as in all the IhirdidcH, 


Key to Species. 

A. Upper plumage chestnut 

B. Upper plumage blue. 

a. Chin and throat chestnut 

h. Chin and throat indigo- blue 

6*. Chin and throat white. 

a\ Abdomen barred with ashy 

h\ Abdomen without any bars 

C. Upper plumage brown. 

d. Chin and throat fehestniit 

e. Chin and throat ashy-brown 

/. Chin and throat dull white 

g. Chin and throat fulvous 


II, slellatusy p. 16. 

M. hyperythrm, c? ,p. 17. 
JET. nipalensis, c? ; p. 19. 

JET- cruralis, (S , p. 18. 
JET. sinensis, ^ , p. 20. 

M, hyperythnis, 5 ,p.l7. 
M. d'uralis, 5 , p, 18. 
M, nipalensis, J , p. 19. 
M. sinensis, $ , p. 20. 


(4S6) Heteroxenicns stellatus. 

GoTJIiD'S Shoet-wiitg. 

Bracliypteryx {Drymochares) stellatus Gould. P. Z. S., 1868, p. 213 

■ (Sikkim). 

Drymochares stellatus, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 187. 

Yernacular names. Hone recorded. 

Description. Lores and a narrow frontal line black ; crown to 
rump, upper tail-coverts, tail and wing-coverts bright chestnut ; 
a narrow superciliuin, chin, throat and breast grey finely vermicu- 
lated with narrow bars of black ; lower breast dark grey turning 
to rufescent brown on the vent and posterior flanks, each feather 
vermiculated as on the breast but with the addition of a triangular 
white spot; under tail-coverts rufous-brown, barred with paler 
rufous and spotted with white ; rump like the A’^ent. 

Colours of soft parts. Irides brown; bill black; legs horny 
fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 130 mm. ; wing 72 to 
77 mm. ; tail 45 to 47 mm. ; tarsus 30 mm. ; culmen 12 mm. 

Distribution. Sikkim only. 
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Nidification. Unknown. 

HaMts. Nothing is known about this very rare bird. Blanford 
obtained it in Sikkim at 12,000 feet and there are two or three 
specimens in the Tring Museum obtained at still higher elevations, 
whilst Stevens procured it at about 7,000 feet in the Mai Khola 
Valley, East Nepal, in early April. He thinks it may breed in 
this valley or in its vicinity. 

(487) Heteroxenicus hyperythrus. 

The EtTSTT-BBiiLiBn Shobt-wthg. 

Brt^J^teryx hypea^thra Jerdon & Blyth, P. Z. S., 1861, p. 201 

Drymochares hyperythrus, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 187. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — ^Adnlt male. Lores and frontal line black; a 
short, rather broad supereilium white; whole upper plumage, 
sides of head and neck and exposed parts of wings and tail deep 
blue; concealed parts of wings and tail brown; whole lower parts 
from chin to under tail-coverts bright chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill black, more or less 
fleshy at the base and on the mandible during the non-breeding 
season ; legs fleshy to light horny brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 120 mm. ; wing 63 to 
64 mm. ; tail about 45 mm. ; tarsus 29 mm. ; culmen 11 mm. 

Female. "Whole upper plumage olive-brown, the ear-coverts 
with pale shafts ; plumage below chestnut suffused with brown 
on the flanks and vent and albescent on the centre of the 
abdomen. The white eyebrow is absent or obsolete. 

Colours of soft parts as in the mae. 

Measurements. Wing about 62 mm.; tail 38 mm.; tarsu» 
28 mm. ; culmen 11 mm. 

Distribution. Sikkim. ^^N. Lakbimpur and Margherita in 
Assam ” (Stevens), 

Nidiflcation. Unknown. 

Habits. Another very rare bird of which little is known. 
Stevens saw it at Tonglo, Sikkim, at 9,700 feet, in January, and 
he also obtained specimens in the plains of North Lakhimpnr in 
winter. The Sikkim specimens were seen in dense bamboo 
growth. 

(488) Heteroxenicus cruralis. 

The White-bbowed Shobt-wihg. 

Calliope cruralis Blyth, J. A. S. B., xii, p, 933 (1843) (Darjiling). 

Drymochares cru? alls, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 188, 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

TOL. II. 


0 
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Description.'— Adult male. Lores, frontal band and over eye 
velvety black ; a supercilium from the forehead to the back of the 
•ear-coverts white ; centre of abdomen with broad ashy margins 
to the feathers ; under tail-coverts with narrow ashy margins ; 
remainder of plumage deep indigo-blue. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill dark horny blackish, 
lower mandible a little paler; legs fleshy brown to ** greyish 
brown ” (Wardlaiv Hajnsa^), 

Measurements. Total length about 140 mm.; wing 65 to 
71*5 mm. ; tail 42 to 44 mm. ; tarsus 31 mm, ; culmen mm. 

Female. Lores, a ring round the eye and narrow frontal line 
golden ferruginous ; a silky-white supercilium ; upper plumage 
olive-brown, tinged with ferruginous, especially on the head; 
lower wing-coverts like the back ; visible portion of greater wing- 
•coverts, wing-quills and tail chestnut-brown; under plumage 
^ishy brown, paler and more fulvous on the abdomen and rufescent 
on the vent and under tail-coverts. 



Fig. 4, — Head* of JSi cruralis. 


Distribution. Himalayas from Simla and Garhwal to Eastern 
Assam both Horth and South of the Brahmaputra. Chin 
Kachin Hills to Kareui. * 

Nidiflcation. The "White-browed Short-wing breeds from 5,000 
up to at least 10,000 feet, perhaps a good deal higher. Around 
Darjiling Oamaston found it breeding between 6,000 and 8,000 feet 
and in the Khasia, Naga and Oachar Hills it breeds from 5,000 feet 
up to 9,000 feet. The breeding season lasts from the end of May 
to the middle of July. The nest is a large oval affair made 
'entirely of moss, lined with moss roots and placed in among the 
strands of living moss growing either on a rock face or, more 
often, on a tree. From its position it is very hard to find. The 
eggs number three or four and are pure white, fairly glossy and 
measure about 22*7 x 16*2 mm. 

The male often breeds in immature plumage. 

Habits. Like the other birds of this genus, this Chat is an 
inveterate skulker, keeping entirely to the ground or to the thick 
low cover in mossy humid forests. It frequents heavier under- 
growth than either of the preceding genera and is even harder to 
watch or shoot bat it has a pretty Sttle song which betravs its 
whereabouts, , 
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(489) Heteroxenicus nipalensis nipalensis. 

The Nepal Shobt-wieg. 

Brachypteryx nipalemis Hodgs., Moore, P. Z. S.;i864, p. 74 (Nepal). 
jyryimchares nipalensis, Bianf. & Oates, i, p. 188. 

Vernacular names. Inrui-piji (Kacha Naga). 

Description. — Adult male. Lores and an obsolete frontal band 
"black ; a white eyebrow, often concealed by the feathers of the 
■crown ; sides of head and neck, whole upper plumage and visible 
portions of wings and tail deep slate-blue; chin, throat and centre 
of abdomen white ; sides of breast and flanks smoky-slate, shading 
into the blue of the upper parts and generally forming a well- 
deflned band across the breast. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel -brown to dark brown ; bill 
dark brown above, yellowish horny below and with yellow-white 
gape ; the bill is nearly black in the breeding season ; legs and 
feet fleshy white to dark purplish fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 130 mm.; wing 58 to 
■64 mm.; tail 27 to 32 mm. ; tarsus about 26 mm,; culmen 11*5 
to 13 mm. 

Female. Lores and feathers above the nostrils fulvous ; sides 
of head and neck and whole upper plumage ferruginous olive- 
brown ; a concealed white eyebrow ; below dull white ; sides of 
breast, a band across it and flanks fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements the same as in the 
male but the bill is never black. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from (3-arhwal to Eastern Assam, 
North and South of the Brahmaputra, Chin Hills, Hills of 
Arrakan, Tenasserim. 

Birds South of the Brahmaputra and in the extreme East o£ 
Assam only differ from those of the West in that the males are 
like the females and never put on the blue plumage except in 
very rare cases, and even then, as a rule, only partially. I can 
see no other difEerence in either coloration or size. 

Heterossenicus w. Carolines La Touche, 1898, found in Fohkien, 
is a well-marked race with much brighter under plumage, more 
fulvous buff and much less brownish ; this race also occurs in 
Annam and will probably be found in the Shan States. 

ff. n. harterU Weigold, 1 922, from Setchuan seems very doubt- 
fully distinct from Carolines, 

Nidifleation. In the Hills South of the Brahmaputra the Nepal 
Short-wing breeds from the end of April to June or the first few 
days of July, between 3,000 and 6,000 feet. In Sikkim it breeds 
in June and July between 4,000 and 7,000 feet. The nest is 
globular, made of moss, roots, leaves and bracken, bound together 
with grass and moss and lined with skeleton leaves. It is 
generally placed against a tree or dump of shrubs, sometimes in 
•amongst the branches low down or, rarely, on the ground itself. 

o2 
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It may be placed in thin shrub or secondary growth or in dense- 
evergreen forest and is generally well hidden. The bird lays 
three to four eggs which are miniatures of those of Braohypterya: 
major but smaller and shorter in proportion. The ground-colour 
is some shade of olive-green or pale sea-green and usually this is 
almost entirely obliterated by innumerable freckles of light 
reddish. The eggs appear practically unicoloured, varying from 
olive-green to olive-brown. Sixty eggs average 19*5 x i4*5 mm. : 
maxima 22-3 X 15'0 mm. ; minima 18*6 x 14-2 and 19-0 x 14*0 mm.. 

Habits. In the winter the ilSTepal Short-wing is found either 
singly or in pairs, never in flocks like the Timaliine birds. It is a 
very shy, retiring little bird, keeping entirely to undergrowth of 
evergreen forests, secondary growth in deserted cultivation or,, 
less often, to low scrub-jungle. It is essentially a ground-bird 
in all its habits, seeking its insect-food almost entirely amongst 
the leaves and lallen rubbish hut sometimes working through the* 
low undergrowths and picking ants and Aphidse of£ the lower 
stems and branches. It has a pretty little song of a few short 
jerky notes, which it is fond of repeating, perched on a low branch 
in the middle of a bush or cane-brake. According to Stevens it 
descends in winter to the foot-hills and even into the Plains, but 
South of the Brahmaputra we never obtained it much below 
3,000 feet. 


(490) Heteroxenicus sinensis. 

The Chinese SHoni-wiNa. 

Bracli%fyien/x miemis Eickett & La Touche, Bull. B. O C., vi, u 50' 
(1897) (Kuatun, N. Pohkien). 

VemacTilar names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Lores dusky black; a supercilium 
from the nostrils behind the ear-coverts white ; remainder of upper 
plumage dark, dull blue ; concealed parts of wings and tail dark 
brown; below from chin to vent and under tail-coverts smoky- 
bine. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill above horny-brown, 
below yellowish ; legs fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 65 to 66 mm. ; tail 47 to 51 mm.; tarsus 
29 mm. ; culmen 11 mm. 

Adult female. Lores and a ring round the eye fulvous ; whole 
upper plumage fulvous-brown, tinged with rufous on wings and 
tail ; below pale dull fulvous, albescent on the belly, brighter on 
chin, throat and fore neck; under tail-coverts ochre-yellow. 

Distribution. W. China. Dibrugarh in Assam (J)r. R, R. 
Coltart) and Hungram, N. Oacbar Hills. Probably it will be found 
to extend throughout the hills of extreme North Burma. 

Nidification. Eicketts and La Tonche found this Short-wing 
breeding in Kuatun in April and May, Eggs taken by them are 
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pale, dull terra-cotta in colour and measure 21-0 x 15-3 mm, ; a 
nest taken by one of my Naga collectors in IN'. Cachar at 6,000 ft,, 
and another brought to Dr. Ooltart by Trans Dikku Nagas, in 
both cases the parent birds being caught on the nest, have eggs 
exactly similar in size, shape and texture, but in colour they are 
reddish olive-brown. The nests were said to be domed and to 
have been made of grass, leaves and moss with a lining of skeleton 
leaves. 

Habits. These do not appear to differ from the habits of the 
Nepal Babbler. 


aenus HODGSONIUS. 

Hodgsonuts Bonap., Oonsp. Av., i, p. 300, 1850. 

Type, ff. phoRivkuroides. 

The genus Hodgsonius is represented by a single Himalayan 
epecies very closely allied to Heteroccenicus and Brachypteryx. 
The sexes are differently coloured, as in the former ; the wing is 
short and rounded and the bill is like that of Brachypteryx ; the 
rictal bristles are wealc ; the tarsus is long. It differs from others 
of the subfamily in its comparatively long tail, thus sho\nng an* 
approach to the Sctxicolince. 

The young are squamated as in all the nestlings of this family. 

(491) Hodgsonius phoenicuroides phoenicuroides. 

Hodoson’s Shobt-wing. 

Brachypterus phosmcu7'oides Hodgs., Gray, Cat. M. & B. Nepal, 
App. iv, p. 163 (1846) (Nepal). 

Hodgsonius phoenicuroides. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 190. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Plumage above and below dark, but 
fairly bright, slaty-blue ; the wing-quills brown, edged with the 
same blue ; bastard- wing black with broad white tips ; central 
pair of tail-feathers blue-black, the next pair light, bright 
chestnut on half the outer web and obliquely to the base of 
the inner web, the four outer pairs chestnut on the basal halves, 
black on the terminal halves ; abdomen white, posterior flanks and 
vent suffused with brownish ochre; under tail-coverts slaty- 
brown with broad white tips. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill horny-brown 
above, lower mandible light horny, gape yellow ; legs pale reddish 
brown to olive lead-colour. 

Measurements. Total length 180 to 190 mm.; wing 73 to 
77 mm. ; tail 75 to 82 mm. ; tarsus 30 mm.; culmen 15 mm. 

Adult female. Upper plumage olive-brown, tinged with rufous 
•on the margins of wing-quills and tail ; the bases of the rectrices 
tinged with chestnut where they are chestnut in the male ; sides 
of head and lower plumage ochraceous, suffused with brownish 
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on flanks and albescent on cbin, throat and abdomen ; under tail- 
coverts dark ocbraceons edged and centred paler. 

Young. Upper plumage dull rufescent brown, the feathers- 
edged darker and with fulvous spots, most marked on head and 
nape; below dull fulvous, each feather edged with brown and 
with pale centres or shaft-stripes. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Kashmir to ISTorth-East Assam ^ 
Yunnan. 

The Yunnan bird is rather dark but agrees with the Hima- 
layan bird, rather than with the Chinese, in size. 

Nidification. Hodgson’s Short-wing breeds throughout its 
habitat at elevations between 6,000 and 12,000 feet during June, 
a few birds laying in July. The nest is a massive cup of leaves- 
and grass lined with finer roots and grass and often with a 
little hair, fur or feathers. It is placed either actually on the 
ground or within a few inches of it in thick undergrowth and 
bushes. The birds generally lay three eggs, sometimes only two- 
and very rarely four ; in colour these are a dark blue, darker than 
those of any other Indian bird except Garrulax alhigularis but, 
unlike these latter, they have no gloss. In shape they are 
rather broad ovals and the texture is stout and smooth. Eorty 
eggs average 2l*7xlo'9 mm. and the extremes are: maxima 
24*1 X 16‘3 and 22*1 x 17*0 mm. ; minima 20*0 X 16*3 mm. 

Habits. This Short-wing is much more of a true Chat in its 
habits than the other birds of the subfamily. Davidson says : 
“the male has the habits of a Eobin, hopping about with its tail 
over its back and is very pugnacious to other birds trespassing 
in its vicinity. Both sexes, however, were partial to thick 
cover and, except in the neighbourhood of the nest, very shy.” 
They have a sweet little song, which they utter from the tops of 
low bushes and they keep less to the ground and more to bushes 
in their .search for food than do any of the other Bracliy^pUryginoi, 


Subfamily SAXICOLlNiE. 

The SaxicolincB or Chats form a natural section of the Thrushes' 
and to some extent lead from the true Thrushes to the Elycatchers. 

They are well represented in the Indian Avifauna, though the 
greater number of species are migratory and very few are really 
permanent residents in the Plains. They have an autumn moult 
and a farther seasonal spring change in coloration caused by the 
abrasion of the fringes of the feathers. The sexes are almost 
invariably dissimilar, sometimes strikingly, sometimes onlv 
slightly. 

In the Chats the bill is strong and the rictal bristles well 
developed, sometimes very numerous and strong; the wing ia 
pointed and is nearly always longer than the tail, which is almost 
square or is graduated. The tarsus is fairly long and strong. 
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Key to Genera, 

A. Bill broad at base ; rictal bristles numerous and 

strong. 

a. Tail decidedly shorter than wing and not 

noticeably graduated Saxicola, p. 23. 

0, Tail almost or quite as long as wing and very 
much graduated, the outermost feathers 
falling short of the longest by about half the 
length of tarsus Obeicola, p. 84 . 

B. Bill narrow and not strikingly broad at base ; 

rictal bristles moderate or weak. 

c. Tail with a pattern of two colours CEJmtanthb, p. 38. 

d. Tail all of one colour Obrcombla, p. 64. 


Genus SAXICOLA. 

Saxicola Bechst., Orn. Taschenb., p. 216, 1302. 

Type, Saoewola rulicola^ by subsequent designation, Selby, 1825. 

The name Pratincola has hitherto been used for the Stone- 
Ghats but this is not available, having been previously used by 
Scbrenh for the Pratincoles (1798). In 1825 Selby designated the 
Stone-Chat Saxicola ruhicola es the type of the genus Saxicola of 
Bechstein. This name must therefore stand. As Saxicola cannot 



Fig. 6. — ^Head of Saxicola caprata. 


therefore be used for the Wheatears the name (Enanthe Vieillot,. 
1816, will have to be used for this genus, the type by tautonymy 
being (Enanthe (manthe (Linn.). 

In Saxicola the bill is rather less than half the length of the 
head, broad at the base and well notched ; the rictal bristles are 
very strong ; the wing is well pointed and the first primary is 
large, varying from half to one-rhird the length of the second ; 
the tail is decidedly shorter than the wing and is only slightly 
rounded ; the tarsus is moderate. The sexes are invariably dis- 
similar and the seasonal changes of plumage are very marked. 


Key to Syedes, 

A. Plumage entirely black and white 

B. Plumage not entirely black and white. 

a. Chin and throat black 

b. Chin and throat white or pale rufous. 

a'. Inner webs of tail-feathers white .... 
h\ Inner webs of tail-feathers black or 
brown. 

a”. Wing over 80 mm 

5". Wing under 80 mm 

e. Chin and lliroat brown 


8. caprata, d; p» 24. 

8, torquata^ <5 , p. 2S. 
8. macrorkynchaj p. 32. 


8. insignia, p. 33. 

8, tovquata, $ , p. 28. 
8, capcata, $ , p. 24. 
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Sazicola caprata. 

Motficilla caprata Liun., S, N., i, p. 335, 1766. 

Type-locality: Luzon. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Below very rusty, the white absent or con- 

fined to a very small area on abdomen and 
under tail-covefts. 

a. Wing 67 to 72, generally under 70 mm. , . S. c. burmanicap p. 24. 

b. Wing 71 to 81, generally over 75 mm. . . S. c. atratay p. 25. 

B, Below much paler, the white of the under 

tail-coverts extending to abdomen and 
posterior danks and often right up to 
breast 8. e. hicolorp p. 26 


(492) Saxicola caprata bixrmanica. 

The Bceioise SioifE-CnAT. 

Saxicola caprata burmanica Stuart Baker, Bull. B. 0. C., xliii, p. 9 
(1923) (Pegu). 

Vernacular names. ISTone recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Whole plumage black with the 
exception of the upper and lower tail-coverts and the feathers of 
the wing next the back which are white, the latter forming a 
very conspicuous patch. 

After the autumn moult the feathers of the back aud breast are 
fringed with rufous-brown, making these parts look quite brown 
rather than black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown, eyelids plumbeous; bill, 
legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 mm.; wing 67 to 
72 mm,; tail 44 to 50 mm. ; tarsus 22 to 23 mm. ; culmen 11 to 
11*6 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage greyish brown, with dark brown 
mesial streaks ; the lower back tinged with rufous ; upper tail- 
coverts ferruginous; tail dark brown, obsoletely edged paler; 
lores, forehead, chin and throat brownish grey, gradually dark- 
ening on breast and becoming more rusty, or fulvous, on abdomen 
and posterior flanks; the breast, upper abdomen and flanks 
streaked to a varying degree with dark brown, sometimes altogether 
absent; wing-coverts and quills dark brown edged with pale 
rufous ; under tail-coverts pale rufescent. 

In winter the grey margins are very broad and make the whole 
.bird look more grey. 

Young male. Like the female but much darker and more richly- 
coloured above, below darker and boldly streaked with very dark 
brown ; the white wing-patch well developed. 

Westlmg very dark brown above, each feather spotted with 
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fulvous ; below dark brown spotted with dull fulvous rufescent ; 
the white wing-patch of the male is present to some extent from 
the very first. 

This form of caprata is very close to the true S, cajprata caprata 
but is distinctly bigger, the wing-measurements of the latter 
being 63 to 65 mm., in one instance, only, 67 mm. ; the culmen 
measures 10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. The whole of Burma, Yunnan and Assam, 
South of the Brahmaputra. 

Kidification. There is very little on record about the breeding 
of this race of S. caprata. Messrs. Haringfcon, Hopwood, and 
others found it breeding in the Chin and Kachin Hills in April 
and May. Mr. J. T. Mills and I found it breeding in the Hills 
of South Assam, and Oates took its nests in Pegu. The nest is 
the usual rough pad of grass and roots, generally lined with hair 
or fur of some kind, less often with feathers. It is placed in a 
hole in a hank, tree or wall or actually on the ground in a natural 
hollow under the shelter of a bush or tuft of grass. The eggs 
number three to five and are indistinguishable from those of the 
other subspecies. The few I have seen measure about 18**5 x 
13*7 mm. 

They breed from the level of the Plains up to at least 6,000 ft. 

Habits. The Pied Chat is extremely common in most parts of 
Burma in the hills and plains alike, up to some 4,000 ft., above 
which it is less abundant. It frequents open country and is npt 
found in heavily forested areas, but it may be seen in grass-lands 
and all kinds of thin bush, cultivated and serai-cultivated country. 
It has the usual habits of the family, catching insects on the 
ground by making little sallies from some point of vantage. It 
constantly spreads and flirts its tail up and down like the rest of 
the genus. 


(493) gaxicola caprata atrata. 

The Souxhehn Stoioi-Chat. 

Pratincola atrata Kelaart, Bly^, J. A. S. B., xx, p. 177 (1851) 
(Ceylon) ; Blanford & Oates, ii, p. 60. 

Vernacular names. Kampa naluncJii (TeL). 

Description. Exactly like the Burmese Stone-Chat but much 
larger. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird. 

Measurements. Wiug 70 to 81 mm., generally 75 to 77 mm.; 
tail 49 to 51 mm. ; tarsus 24 to 25 min. ; culmen 13 mm. 

The females and young vary from those of S. c. burmaniea in 
4size only- 

Distribution. Ceylon, Travancore, Mysore in the extreme 
South, Nilgiris and Malabar. The Kanara birds appear to belong 
to the smaller Northern race. 
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Nidification. The Southern Indian Bush- Chat breeds from# 
March to June in the hills of Ceylon and Southern India from 
3,000 feet upvtards. It is not a forest bird and is most common 
round about villages, cultivated land, grass and light scrub-jungle. 
The nest is a cup or shallow saucer ot grass and roots, lined with 
fur, hair, wool or almost any other soft material, and it may be 
placed in any kind of hole or hollow whether in bank, building or 
drain. The eggs number three to five and only vary from those 
of the next bird in their somewhat larger size. Bifty eggs average 
19*5xl5’2 mm.: maxima 21*0x15*2 and 20*0x16*2 mm.^ 
minima 17'5 X 14*6 and 17*7 x 14*1 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

(494) SaxLCola caprata bicolor. 

The NoaTHEBH Ihdiam Stohb-Ohat. 

Saxicoh, hicolor Sykes, P. Z. S., 1832, p. 92 (Deccan). 

Pratmcola ca^rafa (part.). Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 59. 

Yemacular names. Fidha^ KdLa FidJia (Hind.); Kurwpa nalanclii 
(Tel.). 

Description. Similar to S, c. liirriianica but intermediate in size 
between that bird and S, e, atrata and with the white of the 
under tail- coverts extending well on to the abdomen and pos« 
terior flanks, often quite up to the breast. 

* Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 67 to 77 mm.; tail 44 to 48 mm.; tarsus 
22 to 24 mm.; culmen 11 to 12 ram., the latter measurement 
obtaining only in a few specimens in the extreme South of its 
range, adjoining the larger-billed S. c. atrata. 

The females and young are only distinguishable from atrata 
hy their smaller bills and rather smaller size. 

I cannot separate Hartert^s rossorum from hicolor in so far as< 
our Indian birds are concerned. There are very big series of both 
of these supposed races in the British Museum and the limits of 
measurement are the same in each for wing, tail, tarsus and bill, 
whilst the extent of white on the belly varies to exactly the same 
degree. Persian and Afghan birds do, however, differ somewhat 
and are separable. 

Distribution. Horth of the area occupied by the Southern form,, 
to every portion of India, !North-East to Bengal and Assam North 
of the Brahmaputra, North to the Himalayas from Assam ta the* 
extreme North-West, Oudh, Sind. 

Nidiflcatiou. The Northern Indian Stone^Chat breeds tbrongh- 
out its area both in the plains and in the hills up to 8,000 feet. The 
principal months of the breeding-season are April and May in the 
plains and May and June in the hills, but in Sind it appears te 
breed in March and April and again in August, in which month 
Barnes took its eggs. The nest is a pad, shallow saucer or fairly 
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deep cup of grass and roots lined with any soft material, such as 
hair, fur or wool, but feathers are not often used. It may be 
placed in a hole in practically any position and it has been taken 
from wells, houses, retaining walls, road-side banks and railway 
cuttings, old dead or fallen trees, or even from a hollow on the 
ground under a bush, tuft of grass or other shelter. Although 
the bird is so common tlie nests are not always easy to find as 
the parent birds are said to be \ery cautious in visiting them, 
whilst the hen slips away unnoticed or sits tight until danger has 
passed. The eggs number three to five, generally four. The 
normal ground-colour is a pale bluish white or less often a pale 
stone or pinkish white, whilst in a few eggs it may he a darker tint 
of blue. The markings consist of freckles, specks and small 
blotches of light reddish brown, generally ratber indistinct and 
numerous everywhere, occasionally bolder and well defined. They 
are nearly always more numerous at the larger end where they 
often form a ring or cap. In shape they are short, broad ovals 
with a fine, smooth texture only slightly glossy. One hundred 
eggs average 17*6x13*9 mm.: maxima 19*2 x" 14-5 and 18*2 x 
15*0 mm. ; minima 16*2 X 13*4 and 17*0 x 12*9 mm. 

Habits. The Northern Indian Stone-Chat is a resident almost 
throughout its habitat but it seems to leave its highest ranges in 
winter and in some parts moves locally from the plains to the 
adjacent hills for breeding-purposes. It is not found in heavily- 
forested country but is common in grass-lands, thin scrub and 
mixed cultivation, and appears to prefer the vicinity of villages 
and gardens. It takes nearly all its food ofE the ground by little 
flights from some prominent stone, stump, fence or other place 
with a clear view all round. Less often it will make little sorties 
into the air and capture an insect on the wing, not, however, with 
the invariable success which follows its attempts on the ground. 
It is fond of spreading and jerking its tail about like all Chats, 
and during the breeding-season it also drops and quivers its wings, 
raising its scapulars to show the broad white patch on the coverts. 
At the same time it puffs out the feathers of the rump. Its notes 
are iu distinguish able from those of the English Stone-Chat. 

Saxicola torquata- 

Mtiscicapa torguata Linn., S. N., i, p. 328, 1766. 

Type-locality : West South Africa. 

Key to Sulsjpecies, 

A. White on base of tail straight across all 

feathers. 

a. Wing nearly always under 71 mm. ; culmen 
about 12 mm. 

a'. Paler 5 underparts pale rufous on fianks 

and abdomen fS, t. indicaf p. 28. 

V. Darker ; the orange-rnfous of breast ex- 
tending to lower breast and flanks .... S. tm it^negeriy p. 30.. 



•28 


flCTJEDIDiE. 


h. Wing nearly always over 71 mm. ; culmen 

about 15 mm S.t. ftrzeioalsUi, p. 30. 

B. White on tail most on inner web of second 

pair of tail-feathers, decreasing in extent 

outwardly, S.i. iBucuvct, p. 31, 

The races are not easy to define by a key, though on actual 
■comparison the differences are at once appreciable. The big bill 
of S, t, przewdlsMi will, however, nearly alwa 5 's suffice to dis- 
tinguish that race, whilst S, t. stejnegen will not be found o ver 
the greater part of the winter area oi S. t, indica, 

(495) Saxicola torquata indica. 

The Indiah Bush-Ohat. 

Pratmcola indica Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 129 (1847) (India, 
Calcutta). 

Pratincola niaura, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 61. 

Yernacular names. Adavi-campa-nalaiichi^ Adavi-campa-jitta 
<Tel.). 

Description. — Male. After the autumn moult the forehead, 
crown, nape, hind neck, back, scapulars and upper rump are black, 
with broad fulvous or rufous margins to the feathers ; the inner- 
most wing-coverts pure white ; the remaining upper wing-coverts 
black, edged with rufous ; primary-coverts and winglet black 
edged with whitish ; quills dark brown, the primaries narrowly, 
the secondaries broadly edged with rufous ou the outer w^ebs and 
tips ; lower rump and upper taU-coverts white, frequently suffused 
with orange-rufous ; tail black, narrowly edged with pale rufous ; 
the extreme bases generally white ; lores, sides of head, chin and 
throat black, most of the feathers edged with fulvous ; a patch of 
white on each side of the neck ; breast orange-rufous, remainder 
of the lower plumage paler rufous; under wing-coverts and 
axillaries black with narrow white tips. 

In suimner plumage the fringes on the black plumage wear 
off and these parts become deep black ; the rufous on the upper 
tail-coverts disappears and these become pure white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill, legs and feet 
black. 

Measurements. Total length about 130 mm.; wing 67 to 
71 mm.; tail about 50 ram.; tarsus 21 to 22 mm. ; culmen 11 
to 12 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage and ear-coverts brown, the feathers 
broadly tinged wdth fulvous ; more rufescent on low^er back ; 
upper tail-coverts pale rufous ; lores, a ring round the eye and 
ear-coverts dusky fulvous ; forehead, supercilium and chin pale 
fulvous, remainder of lower plumage still paler fulvous, the bases 
of the feathers showing through more rufescent, especially on the 
“breast. 
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Nestling. Head black, with broad fulvous central lines ; mantle 
brown with golden-fulvous centres and fringes ; rump and upper 
tail-coverts bright ferruginous; lower parts dull fulvous; the 
breast freely streaked with dark brown; the wing-feathers are 
brown, broadly edged with ferruginous buff. 

The white wing-patch is very early developed in the male. 

The Indian Busli-Chat is very closely allied to the European 
Stone-Chat (S. t. ruhicola\ from which it differs in having no 
streaks on the upper tail-coverts and in having the black axillaiies- 
and under wing-coverts tipped with white. 

Distribution. Breeds from extreme East to extreme West of 
Himalayas and thence North to Western Siberia, Transcaspia, 
Turkestan and Persia. In winter throughout Northern India to 
the hills in the North of Mysore and Travancore, Andamans and, 
rarely, in North-West Burma. 

Nidification. The Indian Bush-Chat breeds during late May, 
June and early July in the hills and about a month earlier in the 
lower ranges and plains. Marshall has recorded it as breeding at 
Saharanpur but this must have been quite an abnormal occurrence,, 
for the district has had many good ornithologists working it since 
that date without any repetition of its nesting having been re- 
corded. It may have been a mistake. It does, however, breed 
occasionally at the foot of the Himalayas in the plains of 
North-West India, but typically it is a hill-breeder between ele- 
vations of 2,000 and 8,000 feet. It breeds in great numbers in 
Kashmir, the Simla and Garhwal Hills between 6,000 and 7,000 feet, 
in Sikkim certainly up to 9,000 feet, whilst in the Khagan and 
Kurram Valleys Whitehead and Harington found it breeding at 
even higher elevations. The nest is a cup of grass, leaves and 
roots, sometimes mixed with other materials and generally lined 
with hair or fur. It is placed in holes in walls, under rocks 
and boulders, occasionally in banks and still less often under 
bushes and tufts of grass but nearly always well concealed. The 
eggs number four to six and have the ground-colour a pale, rather 
dull blue with freckles of light reddish brown sometimes fairly 
numerous over the larger halt of the egg, sometimes coalescing in 
a well-defined ring or cap and sometimes almost absent. Pifty 
eggs average 16*9x13*5 mm.: maxima 18*5x14*0 and 16*2 x 
14*5 mm. ; minima 15*4 x 13*0 and 15*8 x 12*6. 

Habits. The Indian Bush-Chat differs little from its English 
cousin in its habits. Usually it is seen perched up on some rock 
or high stone, flicking and spreading its tad about and every now 
and then launching forth after some insect on the ground below 
it and then returning to its seat to devour it. Its flight is strong 
and fairly direct but it is not good on its feet and seldom runs 
on the ground. It keeps entirely to open country and is most 
common on bare, rocky hillsides in summer and about villages and 
CTiltivation in winter, especially when they are interspersed with 
stony, bare wastes. 
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(496) Sazicola torquata przewalsMi. 

The TuitKESTAH Bush-Ohat. 

Pratincola maura var. przewaUkn Pleske, Wis. Res. Pizewalski’s 
Reis., Vog., i, p. 46 (1889) (Kansu). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. The darkest and largest race o£ S, torquata^ both 
sexes showing this character distinctly, especially on the under 
plumage ; the axillaries are black with only obsolete white tips. 
’The orange-rufous o£ the underparts is much deeper and extends 
well on the flanks and even on to the centre o£ the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Indian Bush-Chat. 

Measurements. Wings 72 to 77 mm. ; culmen 15 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in Tibet, the higher ranges o£ the Kachin 
EQUs, Shan States, Yunnan and Western Central China. In 
winter throughout Eastern India, Assam, Burma and Siam, 
straggling west into Kashmir. 

Nidiflcation. The only nest taken within the limits of this work 
was found by Mr. J. P. Cook at Monywa, Chin Hills, on the 6th 
June and contained five eggs. These have the ground-colour 
pale yellowish white and they are well-marked with reddish brown, 
principally at the larger end. They measure about 17’2 x 13*8 mm . 

The nest was described as a shallow pad of grass and roots, 
lined with hair and feathers, and placed in a hole in a bank under 
a thick root. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

(497) Sazicola torquata stejnegeri. 

The Japaitesb Bttsh-Chat. 

Fratincola ruhicola stejnegeri Parrot, Verb. Cm. Ges, Bayern, viii, 
p. 124 (1908) (Iturup in N. Japan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Both sexes are darker than indka^ not quite so 
dark as jprzewalslciL 

Colours of soft parts as in S, t. inclica. 

Measurements. Wing 65 to 71 mm. ; culmen 13*5 to 14*5 mm. 
Meinertzhagen says that the bill is wider and stouter than in 
either of the last two races, but the difference is not easy to see. 

Distribution. Breeds in Siberia, East of the Lena to Japan, and 
from Trans-Baikalia to North-Eastern China and Saghalien. In 
winter it is found throughout Southern China, the Indo-Chinese 
countries, Malaya, Burma, Assam and Eastern Bengal. 

Nidification. This bird breeds in great numbers about Mt. Euji- 
'yama in Japan, making a typical Bush-Chat^s nest and laying eggs 
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like those o£ S, t, torquata but generally less blue and more heavily 
.marked. Torty eggs average 17-8 x 13*7 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

(498) Saxicola torquata leucura. 

Thjd White-tailed Bush-Chat. 

Fratincola leucura Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 474 (1847) (Sind); 

Blanf. & Oates^ ii, p. 63. 

VemacTilar names. X7iar~jpidda (Hind, at Monghyr). 

Description. Like the Indian Bush-Chat but very much paler, 
•the rufous below is confined to a patch on the breast and the upper 
parts in winter are also much paler in both sexes. The tail is 
•quite different ; all other forms of the Stone-Chat or Bush-Chat have 
the white, if any, confined to the extreme base, straight across. 
In this bird the pair next the centre pair is typically all white on 
the inner web decreasing slightly in extent to the outermost pair j 
-on the outer web the white varies from a line at the base to about 
•half the feather, also decreasing iu extent to the outermost pair 
which is generally pale brown throughout. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in S. indica. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Assam to Sind and also in the 
foot-hills and plains adjoining them. It has also been found in 
the low hills of Northern and Eastern Burma through to Pahpoon 
in Tenasserim. 

Nidification. The White-tailed Bush-Chat breeds in the sub- 
Himalayan plains and foot-hills from Assam to C-arhwal and 
Currie obtained them breeding at Multan* in considerable 
numbers. In Assam they breed in the tracts of thatdiing-grass 
land which run for many miles without a break except for swamps 
and patches of coarse ekra and reeds. Of (S-arhwal, Whymper 
writes : “I never saw them in our parts except in the Terais and 
Bhabers, so that 1,500 or, at the outside, 2,000 feet is their limit, 
though, doubtless, if there was swampy ground and heavy grass 
I can imagine their following it up hill considerably higher. Their 
nests are very well concealed and a favourite site is a tangled mass 
of grass brought down by fioods and stranded, and I have seen a 
nest fully two feet inside one of these masses. The only way 
I could find nests was to go about until a female joined a male 
and then watch the former back on to her nest, a very difficult 
job in the long grass they frequented.'^ Mr. P. W. Mackinnon 
said that he had found this Chat at Dehra Dun and, finally, 
Mr. Stevens obtained them breeding in the Mai Yalley in East 
Nepal. The eggs, which number three to five, cannot be dis- 
tinguished from those of P. U indica but taken as a whole are 


^ An imperfect specimen was wrongly described by me in 1913 as ^ratmcola 
mama (= Saaicola torquata indica)* 


82 


TTODIDJE. 


paler, less blue or blue-green in tint and rather more profusely 
freckled with reddish. Twenty-four eggs average 18’0 x 14’0 mm. : 
maxima 19*1x14*1 and 16*8x14*6 mm.; minima 16*4x14*4 
and 17*5x13*6 mm. They breed from the end of April to the 
end of May. 

Habits. This subspecies is merely a form of the Indian Bush- 
Chat breeding in tlie plains and low-levels but, curiously enough, 
instead of being darker and more richly coloured than its relations 
breeding in the mountains, reverses the usual rule and is paler 
and less richly coloured. It frequents grass-lands, reed-beds and 
stretches of elephant-grass but keeps to such as are in swampy 
land or in the vicinity of swamps. It is probably a much more- 
common bird all along the Terai than is supposed but its haunts 
are seldom visited by Europeans except when shooting big game- 
and they are easily overlooked or merely accepted as the common 
Chat on migration. 

(499) Saxicola macrorhyncha. 

SToiiiczKA’s Bush-Chat. 

Pratincola maet'orhyiicha Stoliczka, J. A. S. B., xli, pt. ii^ p. 238 
(1872) (Outch) ; Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 63. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage sandy-buff, broadly streaked with 
dark brown ; lores and a broad supercilium pale buff ; ear-coverts 
rufous-buff; lores and ear-coverts marked with dark brown ; upper 
tail-coverts white or rufous-white; middle tail-feathers dark 
brown, edged with sandy-buff, the next pair white on about four- 
fifths of the inner web and about two-thirds of the outer webs, 
increasing gradually to the whole of the outer web on the outer- 
most pair; a broad patch of white on the wing- coverts next the- 
back; other wing-coverts and quills black, edged with rufous- 
sandy ; chin and throat pure white ; remainder of lower plumage 
very pale buff, generally darker on the breast ; under wing-eoverfcs 
white, with the black bases showing through; axillaries white 
with black bases. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill and legs black. 

Measurements. Wing 70 to 77 mm.; tail 50 to 54 mm.; 
tarsus 24 mm. ; culmen 11 to 12 mm. 

Male in summer. Above, the pale margins are nearly worn off" 
and the bird appears to be a sooty-black ; the supercilium becomes 
white and the lower surface creamy-buff, the black bases often 
showing through. 

Eemale similar to male but with no white wing-patch and no 
white on the tail, 

. Measurements practically the same as the male. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill horny-black, paler at 
base of maxilla and on mandible. 
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Young males are like the adult but have the white wing-patch 
very small and the white on the tail less in extent and strongly 
tinged 'with fulvous. 

_Yoimg. “Upper surface earthy brown, streaked and spotted 
with pale creamy buff; upper tail-coverts pale creamy-buff; wings 
dark brown, all the feathers edged with rufous, the median coverts 
with triangular whitish tips; tail dark brown, all the feathere 
edged on both webs and tipped with rufous ; the outer pair of 
feathers have the entire outer web and a small portion of the base 
of the inner web rufous ; sides of the head, lores and ear-coverts 
dirty white mottled with brown; the lower surface dull huffish 
white, mottled with brown on the throat and breast.” (Whistler, 
‘ Ibis,’ 1922, p. 304.) 

Distribution. A resident species in the Punjab, Pajputana, 
Northern Qujarat, Outch and Sind. 

Kidification. Unknown but Mr. H. Whistler obtained speci- 
mens in pairs, in the Jhang District, Punjab, in Apnl and July^ 
and obtained young birds in August and September. 

Habits. Mr. Whistler writing of this Chat in the Jhang District 
records : “ Its favourite haunts are the wide plains of a hard, sandy 
soil, fertile when ploughed and irrigated, but normally of the con- 
sistency and appearance of a ‘ made-up ’ tennis court ; they are 
bare ot grass for the most part, but are studded with the small 
desert plants of ‘Uck’ and ‘Kuril’ (wild Caper) and diversified 
with small sand-dunes aud broken ground. 

“ A few pairs also inhabit the somewhat different area of the 
Nurpar Canal escape, where the running-off of volumes of waste 
canal-water has produced great reed-beds, surrounded by jungles 
of Pampas-grass. 

“In habits Stoliczka’s Chat resembles the other members of 
the genus, perching on the tops of bushes or stems, at times fairly 
tame, at others surprisingly wild. I never heard any call-note 
uttered.” 


(500) Saxicola insigxiis. 

Hodosoj^’s Bush-Chat. 

Fratincola insignis Hodge., List Mam. Birds B.M., App. p. 153. 

(1847) (Nepal) ; Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 64. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Male in winter. Lores and ear-coverts black; 
head black with narrow fulvous fringes ; upper plumage black wdth 
broad fulvous edges: upper tail-coverts white, more or less 
suffused with rufous ; tail blackish with narrow rufous edges and 
concealed white bases ; edge of shoulder of wing, a very big patch 
next the back and the greater primary coverts white ; remainder 
of wing black, the inner secondaries edged with fulvous ; point 
of chin black; chin and throat white, sometimes smeared with 
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rufous ; rest of lower plumage rusty ferruginous, deepest on the 
upper breast and palest on the abdomen ; often a few spots of 
•black on the fore-neck and upper breast ; under tail-coverts fulvous- 
white ; axillaries and under wing-coverts white with black bases. 

In summer the pale fringes are worn off the upper parts which 
become wholly black ; the spots on the fore-neck and breast also 
seem to disappear. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep brown ; bill and legs black. 

Measurements. Total length about 162 to 166 mm.; wing 83 
to 92 mm.; tail 49 to 54 mm.; tarsus 27 mm.; culmen 13 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage and wings brown, edged with dull 
fulvous ; upper tail-coverts dull ferruginous ; tail brown, edged 
paler ; forehead and faint supercilium fulvous ; below pale rusty 
fulvous, darkest on the throat and breast which are sometimes 
lightly spotted; sides of neck, throat and breast generally 
brownish. The greater coverts of the wing are not white, nor is 
there any white wing-patch as in the male, but the fulvous 
margins to the greater and median coverts form two broad wing- 
bars. 

A young male has the upper plumage of the male and the 
lower that of the female. 

Distribution. Occurs in winter on the plains of IN'orthern India 
from Cawnpore to the Bhutan Doars. Mandelli obtained this 
Chat in the lower hills of Sikkim and the Bhutan Doars in April 
but the breeding-grounds are still unknown. 

Midtftcation. Unknown. 

Habits. Beyond the fact that this Chat is found in flat, open 
country thickly dotted with cane-fields nothing is recorded about 
it. 


Genus OEEICOLA. 

Bonap., Comp. Eend., xxxviu, p. 6 (1854). 

Type, 0. melanoleuca. 

This genus difEers from Saxicola iu having a longer and much 
more graduated tail. 


Key to Species, 

A. "Whole upper plumage, wings and tail black. 

B. Upper plumage ashy and black; wing- coverts 

largely white ; tail maigined white 

C. UppOT plumage rufous-brown or rufous-ashy. 

a With no supercilium 

b. With a superciliiun * ! .' ! 


O.jerdonij (J, p. 36. 

O.ferrea, cJ, p. 36. 

O.jerdmij J , p. 35. 
O. ferrea, 2 , p. 37. 


Oreieola ferrea has been divided into two races by Hartert 
and I think rightly, though his chief character for separating them, 
length of tail, is of no use. There are very fine series of both form s 
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in the British Museum and these show that whilst the tails of 0,f, 
ferrea range from 55 to 60 mm., those of 0./. haringtmi range from 
51 to 63 mm. On the other hand, when two rows are laid out, 
one of the Western form, f&n'ea^ and one of the Eastern form, 
haringtoni, the latter is obviously a much whiter bird below and 
quite easy to distinguish. The eggs laid by the two races contrast 
well with one another. 

(501) Oreicola jerdoni. 

Jesdon's Bush-Ouat. 

Oreicola jet doni Jilyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 14 (India, Purnea); Blauf. & 
Oates, ii, p. 66. 

Vernacular names. Dao tishxt-gasliim (Cachari). 

Description — Adnlt male. Whole upper plumage, wings and 
tail glossy blue-back ; whole under plumage bite ; under wing- 
coverts black sometimes tipped with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Ins dark brown ; bill and legs black. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 to 156 mm.; wing 6? 
to 69 mm.; tail 61 to* 69 mm.; tarsus ^3 mm.; culmeu 11 mm. 

Female. Whole upper plumage brown, tinged with rufous on 
the lower back and rump ; upper tail-coverts rufous ; wings blown 
edged with the colour of the back; chin and throat wliifce; 
remainder of low^er plumage pale fulvous, darkest on breast and 
flanks. 

Colours of soft parts as in male. 

Measurements a trifle less than the male, wing 64 to 68 mm. 

A young male is like the female but darker and broadly marked 
above and on the breast with dark edges to the feathers. 

Distribution. The sub-Himalayan Terai and adjoining plains 
from Eastern Behar and Eastern Bengal, through Assam and a 
great part of the Chin, Kachin Hills and lower hills of Central 
Burma to Prome. 

Hidiflcation, I found this Chat breeding in great numbers in 
the vast plains of sun-grass, or thatching-grass, on the North bank 
of the Brahmaputra in the Lakhimpnr district. Stevens found 
them breeding right under the foot-hdls in the same district and 
they occur as far West as the grass-plains in the Northern parts 
of the Kamrup District but in much smaller numbers. They also 
breed in some of ^the upland grass-plains in the Chin Hills. The 
nest is very hard to find, being tucked away amongst the roots of 
the grass and quite invisible until these are torn apart. It is well 
built of roots and black fibrous materials, lined wdth fine grass and 
in shape it is a compact, stout little cup. They lay from early 
April to the end of May, but principally in the last week in April. 
The eggs number three or four, sometimes two only being incu- 
bated. In colour they are a bright hedge-sparrow blue, only in 
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rare instances with a very faintly freckled ring at the larger end. 
The texture is close and fine with a slight gloss, and they are very 
stout little eggs for their size. Thirty eggs average 16-2 x 
13’2 min. ; maxima 18’0 X 13-6 mm.; minima 15*2 X 12*4: mm. 

Hahits. Jerdon’s Bush-Chat is just like the other Chats of the 
genus Saxicolci in all its ways but is not, perhaps, quite so quick 
or lively in its movements on the wing whilst it is even more 
active on its legs when hunting for its insect-food. It takes most 
of its prey by short flights from some twig at the top of a bush or 
a tall reed, either descending to the ground or clinging to the 
lower parts of the reeds, etc. Sometimes, however, it regular!}'’ 
hunts amongst the bottoms of the reeds and grass for insects more 
like a Babbler than a Chat. It is a very silent little bird but the 
male sometimes utters a low “chit-churr, cliit-chiirrr,” accom- 
panying the note with a flirt of its expanded tail. Its flight is 
direct and strong but under ordinary circumstances it seldom flies 
far. 


Oreicola ferrea. 

Key to Siibsjpecies. 

A. Darker above and more grey below at 

all seasons 0.fen*ea ferrea, p. 3C. 

B. Paler above and purer white in summer 

and less grey in winter below O. ferrea harmgtoni, p. 38. 

The females are not separable. 

(502) Oreicola ferrea ferrea. 

The Westben Daek-oeet Bush-Chat. 

Saxicola ferrea Gray, Cat. M. & B. Nepal, pp. 71, 153 (1846) 
(Nepal). 

Oreicola ferrea, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 66. 

Vernacular names. JSarrah-c7ia7j-p7io (Lepcha). 

Description. — Adult male in winter. A narrow supercilium 
from the forehead to the nape white ; lores, cheeks, ear-coverts and 
sides of neck black ; whole upper plumage asby-grey ; the feathers 
of the head to lower back w'lth broad black centres ; some birds 
have rusty fringes to the feathers of these parts, some hardlvaiiv; 
tail brownish black, the feathers increasingly edged with white, 
the outer webs of the outermost pair being entirely white ; wing- 
coverts and quills black, edged with grey, ofteij nearly white on 
the inner secondaries ; inner coverts next the back pure white ; 
chin, throat and generally a line behind the black sides of the neck 
white; remainder of lower parts ashy-white, darkest across the 
breast and on flanks. 

Male in summer loses the grey edges to the feathers of the 
upper plumage, these parts becoming nearly black; the under- 
parts become purer uhite. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black ; legs brown 
to blackisli brown. 

MeasuromeiLts. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 66 to 
G9 nam.; tail 55 to 60 mm.; tarsus 20 mm.; culmen 11 mm. 

Female. The whole upper plumage rufous or rufous ashy, with 
dark centres which become more prominent as the feathers become 
abraded in summer ; upper tail-coverts dark briglit chestnut ; tail 
brown, broadly edged with chestnut, the outermost feathers paler ; 
a pale grey supercilium; lores, sides of head, ear-coverts and sides 
of neck reddish brown, darkest in front of and under the eye ; 
chin and throat almost white : remainder of lower plumage ashy 
rufous, darkest on the breast and brightest and more rufous on 
the posterior abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts and llleasureiiieuts as in male. 

The young bird is rufous-brown above, the feathers of the head 
and nape with fulvous central streaks ; those of the neck with 
pale centres and blackish edges. On the underparts, the lower 
throat, breast and flanks are edged with dark brown or blackish. 
As soon as the wdng and tail q^uilis appear the male can be dis- 
tinguished from the female, the former having these black and the 
latter brown, edged 'in both sexes with the same colours as the 
adult birds. 

Distribution. The Western Himalayas from Chitral and the 
borders of Afghanistan to Eastern Assam, North and South of 
the Brahmaputra. 

Nidification. The Dark-grey Bush-Chat breeds throughout its 
range at all heights between 4,000 and 9,000 feet, perhaps even 
1,000 feet higher than this. The nest is a fairly well-made cup 
of grass, roots, a few leaves and a little moss, lined with grass, fur 
or hair, sometimes with all three mixed, sometimes with fur or hair 
alone. They may be placed in almost any natural hollow in a 
bank, under a bush or thick tuft of grass, in among the roots of 
a tree, in a hole among the stones and boulders of a retaining wall 
or even on the ground in open grass-land in a slight depression. 
They breed from early April to early July and, according to Hume, 
generally have two broods which they rear in the same nest. The 
eggs number four or five. In colour the ground varies from a 
bluish white to a blue as deep as that of a Thrush’s egg ; the 
markings in some are very sparse consisting of an ill-defined ring 
or cap of faint reddish specks, in others these caps and rings are 
well and strongly defined and in yet others the whole surface is 
faintly freckled with reddish, generally in addition to a well- 
marked ring and the whole aspect of the egg is more reddish than 
blue. The texture is stout aud fine but not highly glossed and 
the shape is a broad oval. One hundred eggs average 17*9 x 
14'2 mm.: maxima 19*3x15-0 and 18*1 x 15*1 mm.; minima 
16*1 x 13*2 and 18*0 x 13*1 mm. 

Habits. There is little to note on this bird’s habits which are 
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quite typical of the sub-family. It is essentially a bird of open 
grass-lands, not, as a rule, frequenting even open bush and scrub 
jungle. It is plentiful in inter in the elephant and ekra reeds ou 
the borders of all the waterways in Assam and Eastern Bengal 
and in Behar may be found more often in cultivated country. In. 
the non-breeding season it sometimes collects in considerable 
numbers but is not gregarious in the true sense of the word. 

(503) Oreicola ferrea haringtoni. 

The Eastehn^ Da^rk-uhey Bush-Cieat. 

Oreicola ferrea hamigtoni Hartei t, Vdg. Pal. Fauna, i, p. 711 (1910) 
(Moupin). 

Vernacular names. ISToiie recorded. 

Bescripxiion. Only differs from the Western Dark-grey Bush- 
Chat in being whiter below at all seasons of the year, in summer 
the breast and abdomen are almost pure white. 

Measurements. Wing 04 to 68 mm.; tail 51 to 63 mm. If the 
tail is measured from the base this adds four or five mm. to the 
length and makes them agree with Hartert’s for both species 
included. 

Distribution. Hills of China, Yunnan, Kachin, and Chin Hills. 
The birds from South Assam are 0, ferrea ferrm and they only breed 
occasionally on that side of the Brahmaputra, nearly all of them 
crossing the river to breed to the North in Nepal and Sikkim etc. 

Nidification. Similar to that of Oreicola ferrea ferrea but the 
eggs, taken as a series, are very different. The ground-colour is a 
brighter, deeper blue and, whilst in many eggs the ‘markings are 
entirely absent, in none are they numerous enough, or sufficiently 
well defined, to make the eggs look anything but bright blue. 
Forty eggs average 18*4 x 14*4 mm.: maxima 19-8 x 14-5 and 
19-1 X 15 0 mm. ; minima 17*1 X 14-2 and 18*2 x 14*0 mm. 

The principal breeding montlis are April and May. 

Habits. Those of the preceding race but the Eastern form seems 
to be foiiud more oiten in scrub and thin bush cover than is the 
Western. 

aenus (ENAHTHE. 

Q^nantliA Vieill., Analyse, p. 40, 1816. 

Type, Motaciilla <mantlie Linn. 

As already explained, the name Sciooicola cannot be used for the 
IVheatears, as in 1827 Swainson designated Motq^illa rvhieola as 
the genotype, thus anticipating Gray who did not give MotadUa 
cenanthe as the type of Saxicola until 1841. The next oldest 
name is VieilloPs (Enanthe, 1816, type by tautonymy MotadUa 
(enanthe Linn. 

The genus (Enanthe contains a large number of species which 
are essentially birds of deserts and waste lands, and thev are most 
developed in the dry parts of South-Western Asia and" Northern 
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Africa. The majority of the species are migratory and only 
winter visitors to India but others are resident and breed within 
our area. The sexes are usually dissimilar and both sexes undergo 
a seasonal change of plumage Trhich in some species causes a very 
great alteration in their appearance. 

In (Enanthe the bill is about half the length of the head, 
slender and not widened at the base ; the rictal bristles few and 
weak ; the wing is pointed, the first primary being about one-third 
the length of the second ; the tail is shorter than the wing and 
nearly square ; the tarsus is rather long but slender. 

The young of CEmnthe are typically Saxicoliiie, having the 
plumage both above and below barred and spotted, giving a mottled 
appearance. This juvenile plumage is moulted in the first 
autumn into one similar to that of the adult. 


Key to Sj^edes, 


A. Tail white or buff and brown; the 

lateral feathers immaculate or ob- 
liquely marked with black 

B. Tail white and black ; the laterals with 

a broad band at tbe tip. 
a. Band on lateral tail-feathers not ex- 
ceeding 25 mm. in breadth. 
a\ Second primary shorter than sixth. 
Sexes alike, plumage black and 

white 

h”. Sexes difierent; males black 
and white, females brown. 
Abdomen white, crown black. 
Abdomen and crown both 

white 

e’. Abdomen black 

d^. Throat and breast dark brown, 
contrasting with the pale 

abdomen 

e^. Throat and breast bufi, blend- 
ing into the paler bufi' 

abdomen 

Throat, breast and upper 
abdomen sooty-brown .... 
Second primary between sixth and 
fifth; sexes different; chin and 
throat black. 

c". Back and scapulars of the same 

colour 

d". Back bufiT, scapulars black .... 
c'. Second primary equal to or 
longer than fifth; chin and 

throat never black 

Sexes different; bands on tail 

about 22 nom 

Under wing-coverts black 
edged with white 


CK. monacha, p. 40. 


(B. alhoniger, p. 40. 

(E. picatitf c? f p- 42. 

CB. capistrata, c5‘ , p. 43. 
(E. opistholeifcaj p. 44. 

(E. picata, $ , p. 42. 

€E, capistrata, 5 , p. 43. 
(E. opistholeuca^ 5 » P* 


(E, leucomela, c? , p. 45. 
(E, viela7ioleuca, ^ , p. 47. 


(E. cenanthe, (S, p. 48. 
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/i"*. Under wing-coverts brown 

edged with rufous 

Sexes alike; baud on tail about 
26 mm.; under wing-coverts 

uniform fulvous 

h, IBand on lateral tail-feathers more 

than 25 mm. broad 

•C. Tail chestnut and black; the lateral 
feathers with a broad band at the^tip. 


(E. cenanthe, J , p. 48. 


(E. isahellinq, p. 49. 

CE. desertij p. 51. 

CE, xantJwprymna^ p. 53. 


(504) (Enantlie monacha. 

The Hooded Chat. 

Saxicola monacha Temm., PL Col., p. 359, fig. 1 (1825) (Nuia) ; 

Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 69. 

Yernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — ^Male in summer. Porehead, crown, nape, ramp, 
upper tail-coverts, abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts pure 
white; tail white, the terminal two-thirds of the central pair 
brown, the other pairs marked, in varying degree, with brown 
towards the tips ; remainder of plumage black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel ; bill, legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length 175 to 180 mm.; wing 101 to 
106 mm. ; tail 67 to 70 mm. ; tarsus about 24 mm. ; culmen 16 to 
17 mm. 

After the autumn moult the new black feathers of back, breast 
and wings are all fringed with white. 

Female. Upper plumage sandy-brown, sometimes -tinged with 
buff ; rump and upper tail -coverts creamy-fawn ; tail like the 
male but the white replaced by buff and generally with more 
brown on the outer pairs ; lower plumage pale, dingy buff. 

Measurements. Bather smaller than the male. 

Distribution. From Nubia and Upper Egypt and coasts of Bed 
Sea, through Palestine, Persia, Afghanistan and Baluchistan to the 
Mekran Coast and hills of Sind. The farthest East recorded is 
Brooks’s specimen obtained in January in Sehwan. 

Nidification. Unknown. 

Habits. Practically nothing recorded. 


(505) (Bnanthe alboniger. 

Hume’s Chat. 

Saxicola alhmiger Hume, S. F., i, p. 2 (1873) (Sind). 

Saxkola alhinigra, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 70. 

Yernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Head, back and scapulars, sides of breast, flanks, 
axillaries and under wing-coverts black ; wings dark brown, the 
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coverts edged with black ; central tail-feathers white at the base, 
brownish black on the terminal three-quarters; lateral tail- 
feathers white with broad brownish-black tips. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill, legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 175 to 180 mm. ; wing 94 
to 106 mm. ; tail 55 to 71 mm. ; tarsus about 28 mm. ; culmen 
about 16 mm. 

The tail seems to vary in an extraordinary way, several 
specimens in no way abraded or in moult having it under 60 mm. 

The nestling seems to be barred with dark brown ; it moults 
the first autumn into the adult plumage, though the black is 
replaced by deep chocolate-brown. 

Distribution. Persia, Afghanistan, Baluchistan to Kashmir and 
Sind. 

Kidiiication. This fine Chat breeds in some numbers from 
Kerman Westwards to Shiraz, principally between 5,000 and 6,000 
feet but, possibly, also a good deal higlier. It lays as early as 
March but second broods are reared in the end of May and June. 
The site generally selected is said, by Mr. A. J. Currie, to be a 
crevice or hole in a rock, sometimes high up and inaccessible 
without ropes, at other times quite low down yet equally 
unobtainable, being placed at the end of deep clefts, too small and 
too deep for an arm to enter. At Kerman, however, Mr. Currie 
found it building in the rafter-holes in deserted mud-buildings. 
Wherever built the nest is always guarded by a fortification of 
small fiat pebbles sloping gradually from the outside of the hole 
up to its highest point just in front of the nest. In the cavily 
inside this a nest of stones is made with a rather poor lining of 
grass, feathers and hair. A large number of stones are often used 
in these ramparts and one such weighed 2 lb. 

The full clutch of eggs is five. In colour they are A'^ery pale 
skim-milk blue, some spotless or nearly so, others with a fairly 
well-defined ring of faint reddish-brown spots and freckles at the 
larger end. One egg in a clutch seems often to be darker and 
better marked than the rest. 

Twenty eggs average 22’5 x 16'8 mm : maxima 25 0 x 17*1 min. ; 
minima 20*3x16*5 and 22*3x16*1 inm. 

Habits. In Persia Hume’s Chat seems to be found frequenting 
rocky hills, often of limestone, especially m the vicinity of culti- 
vation. It is quite the most common of all the Chats in Persia 
from Kerman and Shiraz extending right down through the hills 
to our North-West Prontier hut decreasing rapidly in numbers 
from Shiraz southwards. It is said to have a loud melodious 
song, although not a very varied one. The call-note is described 
by Mr. Currie as “ a short, sharp, high-pitched whistle, rapidly 
uttered three or four times and if its nest or young are threatened 
it gives a harsh grating note.’’ 
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It is very bold and fearless ; tame with human beings’ but 
resenting and at once driving away bird-intruders to its domain 
whether of its own or other species. 

(506) (Euantlie picata. 

TnE PiEi) CnA.T. 

Savicola picata Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 131 (1847) (Sind) ; 

Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 71. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Male. The whole head and neck all round, 
back, scapulars and wings, under wing-coverts and axillaries deep 
black ; remainder of lower plumage with the rump and upper tail- 
coverts white ; tail white, except the terminal half of the middle 
pair o£ feathers and a broad band at the tip of the others, black ; 
there is hardly any difference between the summer and winter 
plumage. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill and legs black. 

Measurements. Total length about 170 mm.; wing* 89 to 
99 mm., but 73 per cent, are between 91 and 94 mm. ; tail about 
65 to 70 mm. ; tarsus about 25 mm. ; culmen about 13 mm. 

Pemale. Upper plumage brown; rump and upper tail-coverts 
white; tail as in the male but the black replaced with brown; 
wing brown, all the feathers broadly edged with rufous; chin, 
throat and breast dark ochraceous brown to dark brojvnish black ; 
remainder of the lower parts very pale buff or pinkish white. 

Measurements. “72 per cent, measure, wing 87-89 mm.” 
{TiceJmrst). 

The young resemble the female hut have the feathers of the 
breast and flanks edged with dark brown ; the crown and back are 
concolorous. 

Distribution. Breeding occurs throughout South-East Persia, 
Baluchistan, Afghanistan and the Afghan-N.W. Frontier ©f India 
boundaries as far North as Samana and possibly as far North as 
Chitral and G-ilgit. In winter it is found abundantly over extreme 
South-East Persia, Baluchistan, Sind and Bajpntana, less frequently 
but regularly and in some numbers in the West and South-West 
of the United Provinces ; in the Punjab it is much less common, 
its place being taken b}’' the next bird, though Whitehead records 
this as breeding there. In Kashmir proper apparently only picata 
breeds and not capistrata, though the latter is also found there 
occasionally. 

Nidiflcation. The Pied Chat breeds in considerable numbers in 
the Quetta district and both Whitehead and Rattray found it 
breeding in the Kurram Valley at about 5^000 feet, whilst 


* See Ticehurst, * Ibis/ 1922, p. 153. 
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Lieut. Kinchin took its nest about 1,000 feet lower. Betham 
describes the nests as being made “ of roots and bents and lined 
wit!) hair, wool or any soft material that may be handy" and 
says that the favourite nesting-sites are holes in steep river- 
banks or under rocks and stones on the hills ; it also soinetinies 
nests in old stone walls or in ruined and deserted mud and stone 
buildings. Barnes found its nest in Afghanistan built in a hole 
in a tree. The eggs number four or five and vary from almost 
white to a pale skim-milk blue sparsely marked with tiny freckles 
and a few small blotches of reddish brown. These are nearly 
always confined to tlie larger end where they sometimes form a 
faint ring. The texture is fine and close, fairly glossy but fragile 
and the shape is a broad blunt oval. Porty eggs average 20*0 X 
15-6 mm.: maxima 21*6 x 16*4 mm. ; minima 18-0x14*4 mm. 
They breed principally in late April and May and Betham found 
no eggs after the third week in the latter month. 

To what extent this bird breeds in Persia I do not know : 
Ticehurst says that it is “the breeding bird of Eastern Persia” 
but Currie in three seasons at Kerman and Shiraz never came 
across it, though he often 6btained it during the cold weather 
at Bunder Abbas. 

Habits. This Chat is normally a bird of comparatively low 
levels, i.e. from 4,000 to 6,000 feet. In winter it is found 
throughout the plains of the North- TTest. They are typical 
Wheatears in their habits, keeping entirely to open desert country, 
preferably to areas that are particularly stony and rough. Where 
cultivated country adjoins waste lands the Pied Chat will resort to 
it for the sake of the ample insect-food it there obtains but it is 
apparently never found in thick scrub or heavily grassed lands. 
It has a very sweet, but low, song. 

(507) (Enauthe capistrata. 

The White-headed Cha.t. 

Saxicola capistrata Gould, B of Asia, iv, pi. 28 (1865) (Sind); 

Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 72. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Male. Differs from picata in having the head 
and nape Isabelline-grey or Erench-grey wearing to pale grey or 
almost pure white in winter. 

Gould’s birds probably came from Sind and this may therefore 
be designated the type-locality. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill, legs and feet black. 

Measurements. On the average a larger bird tlanxi picata ; “ wing 
90 to 99 mm., 80 per cent. 94 or more ” (Tic^urst), The British 
Museum series bears out Ticehurst’s figures. 

Female. Differs from that of the Pied Chat in never having 
the throat so dark, nearly always a fulvous with no brown or 
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black ill it ; the upper pkuiiage is a sandy brown rather than 
a dark brown. 

Heasurements. “70 per cen-i. cajoiWaia measure wing 90 mm. 
and upwards ” {Ticehursi), 

Distribution. Breeding in Turkestan, Afghanistan and the 
North-West Frontier of India, GrUgit. In winter it is found 
principally in the North-West Province and the Punjab wandering 
into Rajputana, Kashmir, and, very rarely, into Sind. 

Nidificatiou. Whitehead and Battray both obtained this bird 
in the Karram Valley and at Parachinar both this and the last 
bird were breeding together. According to the former it breeds 
between 4,300 and 6,500 feet and rarely up to 9,000 feet. “ The 
nest, a neat grass structure, is usually placed in a hole in the 
bank of a nullah or under a stone in the bed of the nullah, occa- 
sionallv in a cairn of stones. The eggs are pale blue, varying a 
good deal in shade, marked with red spots also varying much 
in shade and distribution, and average 0*79 in. x 0*53 in. The full 



JFig. 6. — Head of CE capisirata. 


clutch is five. Two broods at least are reared in the season.’' 
The spots I may add are ahvays few and sometimes very scanty. 
Twenty-five eggs, including Whitehead's, average 20*0 x 15*0 mm. ; 
AVhitehead's eggs are nearly all in my possession and his breadth 
of 0*53 in. is probably a misprint for 0*58. Fulton found it 
breeding up to 11,000 feet in Chitral. The breeding month is 
early May. 

Habits. Quite indistinguishable from those oC the last species. 

(508) (Enantlie opistholeuca, 

STRiOKiAjyn's Chat. 

8axicola opistholeuca Strickland, Jardine's Con. Orn. p. 60 (1849) 
(Northern India, Punjab) ; Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 73. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Male. Bump, upper and lower tail-coverts 
white; central tail-feathers white at the base, black on the 
terminal four-fifths; lateral tail-feathers white with broad 
brownish-black tips ; wing-quills dark brown ; remainder of 
plumage black, but not very glossy. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill, legs and feet blade. 

Measurements. Total length about 165 mm.; wing 90 to 
95nim. ; tail 62 to 65 min.; tarsus 25 mm.; culmen 14 mm. 

Female. Above, the black of the male is replaced by light 
brown. The ear-coverts are bright hair-brown ; the chin, throat 
and breast are brownish, often witli a buff tinge, changing to 
albescent on the abdomen. 

In the British Museum collection are many birds sexed female 
which differ from the adult female in being very dark brown 
above ; they are all probably young males. 

Distribution. Breeding in Turkestan, Afghanistan, Baltistan, 
probably Grilgit, and, certainly, all along the l^Torth-West 
Frontier of India as far South as Thull. In winter it migrates 
to the lower hills and plains as far South as Sind, in Bombay to 
Khandesh and to Nagpur and the whole of the North-West 
Province. 

Nidification. Fulton found this the most common of all the 
Chats in Ohitral, breeding between 6,000 and 10,000 feet and 
both Eattray and Kinchin took nests at Parachinar,Kurram Valley, 
at about 4,500 feet. These they describe as grass cups lined 
with a few feathers, grass and hair, and placed well inside holes 
in rocks. 

The eggs, now in my collection, are like those of the two 
preceding Chats in shape, texture, size and colour. 

Habits. Quite similar to those of other Wheatears and Chats, 
which keep to stony wastes and deserts. 


(509) (Bnantlie leucomela leucomela 

The Pied Chat. 

Motacilla Jeucowela Pall., Nov. Comm. Petrop., xiv, p. 584 (1770) 
(Samara, Ilussia). 

Sccxicola pleschanJca, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 73. 

Saxirola vitfata. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 75. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Male in snmmer. Forehead to nape white, tinged 
with rufous to a varying extent, sometimes pure white; rump 
and upper tail-coverts pure white; rest of head, throat and 
upper breast, back, scapulars and wing-coverts black ; quills dark 
brown edged black ; central tail-feathers hlack with white bases, 
lateral tail-feathers white, marked with blackish brown in a 
band, or in patches, at the tip, the outermost pair nearly always 


* Lepechin, whose name plescJmnl'a for this bird appears on p. 503 of the 
same work as that in which Pallas’ name, leticome/a, occurs, was not a 
consistent binomialist and therefore Ins names, fortunately but few in 
number, cannot in my opinion be accepted. 
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with a broad band o£ black ; below from breast to under tail- 
coverts pure white. 

In winter, after the autumn moult, the feathers of the head 
are fringed with dull rufous, obscuring the white ; the upper black 
parts are broadly fringed with rufous and the throat, breast and 
sides of neck very narrowly fringed with white or very pale 
rufous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel or brown; legs and feet 
black. 

Measurements. Total length about 160 to 170 mm. ; wing 92 
to 99 mm.; tail 68 to 61 mm.; tarsus 24 mm.; culmen 12'5 
to 13‘5 mm. 

Female in summer. Upper parts brown, slightly rufous, rump 
and upper tail- coverts white; tail as in the male but brovtn 
instead of black, an indistinct pale rufous supercilium; ear- 
coverts brown; lower plumage dull greyish white, darker and 
rather buff on the chin, throat and breast. 

In winter the upper parts are more broadly fringed with 
rufous ; the wing-feathers Lave broad rufous edges and tbe 
lower parts are paler, almost white on the abdomen. 

Distribution. ‘ South Eussia, the Caucasus, Transcaspia, 
Turkestan, Persia, Afghanistan, Tibet, Bast Siberia, North China 
and into Gilgit and North Kashmir. 

Nidification. Biddulph took this Chat’s nest at Astor on the 
20th June, Oates records it as breeding numerously in N. Kashmir 
and Ward states that it breeds in the “ side valleys ” of Kashmir. 
Beyond this there is nothing on record of its breeding within 
Indian limits and probably it is only a casual and not regular 
breeder in N. Kashmir and Gilgit. 

The nest is the usual cup of grass and roots, lined with grass 
often mixed with hair, fur or wool and sometimes wholly of one 
or more of these materials. It is placed in a hole in a wall or in 
amongst loose stones, more rarely in a hole in a trunk of a tree 
and is generally well concealed. The eggs number four to six and 
differ from those of any of the preceding species of CEnantlie 
in being a much darker blue in ground-colour and also in 
being more boldly marked. The average size according to 
Dresser is 18-1 x 14“2 mm. but a series in my own collection from 
Eussia, Asia Minor and Transcaspia average a good deal bigger, 
i. tf., 18‘8 X 14‘8 mm. 

They appear to breed in late May and June. 

Habits. This Chat is said to differ from others in its liabit of 
frequenting bushes and even small trees as well as perching on 
rocks and stones. It captures its insect -prey in the usual manner 
by making little dashes to the ground and then returning to its 
observation-point. Its song is sweet and low but not strong. 
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(510) (Enanthe melanolenca melanoleuca. 

Bakites’ Chat. 

Mmcicapa melanolmca Giildenst., Nov. Comm. Petrop., xix, p. 468 
(1776) (Georgia). 

Saxicola hm^neBi Oates, Avifauna, ii, p. 76 (Kandahar) (part.). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — male in summer. A narrow frantal line, lores, 
round the eye, cheeks, ear-coverts, sides of neck, chin and throat 
black ; central tail-feathers white at the base, black elsewhere ; 
the lateral tail-feathers white with broad black tips ; remaining 
plumage white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill black ; legs and feet 
dark brown or horny-black. 

Measurements. Total length about 175 mm. ; wing 85 to 
92 mm.; tail 53 to 58 mm.; tarsus 25 to 26 mm.; culmen 
13 to 14 mm. 

Male in winter has the whole upper parts so heavily fringed 
with grey-buff that they appear to be entirely of this colour, 
except on the pure white upper tail-coverts ; the black of the chin 
and throat is barred with narrow rufous fringes ; the wing-coverts 
and quills are edged with pale rufous. 

Female. Above sandy-brown, rump and upper tail-coverts 
white ; tail as in the male ; below sandy-white, the darker bases 
to the feathers showing through on throat and breast. 

Distribution. From Georgia and Transcaspia through to 
Afghanistan and Baluchistan and North-West Indian frontier. 
It also breeds in Persia. 

This bird is separated from (E. m. finschi of Palestine and 
Asia Minor by not having the black of the throat and chin 
connected with the black axillaries but separated therefrom by a 
line of white. All the Indian birds are of this race with the one 
exception of the specimen selected by Oates as the type of harnesi 
and this one unfortunately seems to be much nearer Jtnschi than 
to the typical form. It is probably merely an aberrant specimen 
but it might possibly be an individual which has wandered across 
out of its usual beat. It was killed at Kandahar. 

Nidiffcatiou. Barnes’ Chat makes a typical Wheatear nest of 
grass and roots lined with hair, fur, wool or any other soft 
material available near the site. It may be placed in a hole in 
almost any position — ^bank, wall, heap of stones or even in a 
stone or mud building. Sometimes they are placed so far in 
that they cannot be got at at all, less often within a few inches 
of the entrance. They lay normally five eggs, sometimes four 
only and less often six. These are typical Wheatear’s eggs but 
dark like those of the last species, from which they are not 
distinguishable. 
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The average of 75 eggs (41 ITartert) is 19-3xl5'2 mm.: 
maxima 20*8 X 15-2 and 20-6xl6'9 mm.; minima 17*1 X 14-9 
and 18%5 x 13’5 mm. 

They breed from the end of April to early June, most eggs 
being laid during the first week in May. 

Habits. This Chat is said to frequent, by preference, the most 
arid and desolate of deserts and rocky hills, keeping aloof from all 
cultivation or any kind of vegetation. It is one of the most shy 
and retiring of the Ghats. 

(511) (Enantlie oenantlie oenanthe. 

The Wheateab. 

Motacilla ce^ianthe Linn., S. N., i, p. 186 (1758) (Sweden). 
tiasbicola osnanthe, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 76. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Male in summer. Forehead and a broad super- 
cilium white; crown, nape, back and scapulars pale slaty-grey ; 
rump and upper tail-coverts white ; central tail-feathers white on 
the basal third and black on the terminal two-thirds; lateral 
feathers with two-thirds white and one-third black ; lores, cheeks 
and ear-coverts black ; wings black ; chin, throat and upper breast 
bright buffc' paling to white on centre of abdomen ; under tail- 
coverts bright bufi. 

In winter the grey upper parts are fringed with rufescent, 
the ear-coverts are mixed with rufous ; the wing-coverts and 
quills have broad rufous or whitish margins and the underparts 
are more buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill black ; legs and feet dark 
horny-brown to almost or quite black, the soles paler and claws 
always black. 

Measurements. Total length about 105 mm. ; “ wing 93 to 99, 
rarely to 104 mm ; culmen 16 to 19 mm/^ {Meinertzlmgen). 
Tarsus about 28 mm. 

Female. Above rufous-brown, forehead and faint supercilium 
pale rutous ; lores and upper parts of ear-coverts brown ; lower 
parts of ear-coverts rich buff; below buff, richer on throat and 
breast; rump and upper tail-coverts white; wings dark brown, 
aU the feathers basally edged with rufous. 

Nestling above brown, the feathers pale-centred ; rump and 
upper tail-coverts yellowish white ; below dull buff, the feathers 
of breast and flanks edged with brown. 

Distribution. Practically the whole of Europe except Crete ; 
all Western Asia to Turkestan, Persia and Mesopotamia, 
Afghanistan and Baluchistan, wandering across the boundaries of 
the last two places into the extreme N.W. Provinces, Qilgit and 
Northern Kashmir. 
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Meinertzbagen Ibis/ 1922, pp. 14-18) recently reviewed the 
races ot* (Enanthe o&nanihe and has come to the conclusion that the 
supposed Eastern form argentea cannot be maintained. He seema 
to have based this conclusion on the material in the Tring 
Museum and a very large number of Western species available 
from other sources. There are, however, a good series of Persian 
and Turkestan males in the British Museum which certainly 
confirm Ldnnberg’s description of argentea and vary from typical 
cenanthe in being somewhat larger but particularly in having the 
forehead very broadly white. In one or two specimens the 
white biind runs back as far as the back of the eyes and in several 
others it is nearly- as broad. If there is a Turkestan and Persian 
breeding Wheatear which consistently shows this characteristic 
it would certainly have to be separated and bear Ldnnberg’s 
name of argentea (Saxicola cenanthe argentea^ Arkiv f. ZooL, v., 
p. 22, 1909 : Bura, South of Lake Baikal). 

As regards our Indian birds two from Quetta appear to belong 
to this Persian form, whereas the rest are nearer the true cenanthe 
from Europe and Western Asia. 

Nidification. The breeding of the Common Wheatear is almost 
too well known to require description. Its nest of grass, roota 
and scraps of vegetable rubbish is placed inside a hollow in a rock, 
chfE or pile of stones, often inside a deserted rat or rabbit 
burrow, or even in the burrow of a Sand-Martin. The lining is 
either of finer grass and roots or of fur, wool or hair. The eggs 
number four to six and, rarely, seven and are a very pale skim- 
milk blue in colour, occasionally with a few taint freckles of pale 
reddish at the larger end. The average of 100 eggs (Hartert) is 
20*7x15-5 mm.: maxima 23*0x16*1 and 22*0x16*5 mm.; 
minima 19*0 x 14*5 and 19*3 x 14*0 mm. 

The breeding-season is from the end of April to early June^ 
varying according to locality. 

Habits. Like all the Wheatears this bird is a frequenter of open 
country, preferably such as is barren and stony but also that which 
is under cultivation. It captures all its food from some point of 
vantage on a rock or clifE, dashing from time to time on any 
unfortunate insect which may cross the ground within its sight 
and then returning to its original perch. Its flight is undulating 
but fairly strong and when frightened it flies fast and level until 
it finds itself in fancied safety. It runs quickly for a pace or two 
on the ground and occasionally attempts to catch insects on the 
wing. Its song is sweet but short and rather feeble. 

(512) (Euanthe isabdlina. 

The IsabeiiLine Chat. 

Eaxicola isahellina Cretzschm., Atlas zu Rupp, Reise, Vdg. p. 52 
(1826) (Nubia) ; Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 77. 

Yemacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. — Male in summer. Head to back and scapulars 
sandj-brown ; warmer and slightly buff on lower back and sca- 
pulars; longest feathers of the rump and upper tail-coverts 
white ; middle pair of tail-feathers white at the base for about 
onerthird of their length, black on .the terminal tvi o-thirds ; 
lateral feathers white on t« o-thirds of their length, black on one- 
third only, all narrowly edged and tipped with white or pale 
fawn ; w'ings dark browu, each feather narrowly edged with 
fulvous; a narrow white supercilmm from the nostrils to the 
ear-coverts ; a line through the eye dark brown or black ; ear- 
co\ert8 fulvous, the colour extending down the sides of the neck ; 
chin and centre of throat whitish ; rest of lower plumage buff 
albescent on centre of abdomen, warmer and more fulvous on 
breast and ffanks. 

In winter the edges to all the feathers are broader and affect the 
general colour to a greater extent. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep browm; bill, legs and feet 
black. 

Measurements. Total length about 180 mm. ; wing 9f> to 
100 mm. ; tail 63 to 56 mm. ; tarsus 30 to 31 mm. ; culmen about 
15 mm. 

Female like the male, but has the lores duller brown and the 
supercilium sometimes less distinct. 

Distribution. Breeding from the South Bussian Steppes, Asia 
Minor, Palestine, Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Persia and Tibet to 
East Siberia and N.W. China. Jt breeds in British Baluchistan, 
H.E. Kashmir aud in Ladak, and winters in the plains of North- 
"West India. 

Kidification. The Isahelline Chat breeds within our limits 
practically all along the Baluchistan and Afghanistan frontiers. 
Betham and Marshall found many nests round about Quetta, and 
Eattray obtained others near Thull at about 4,600 feet. The nests 
taken by Betham and Marshall were all in rat-holes in the ground, 
and the former describes the nest as “ composed of wool, hair, 
roots, feathers, cotton, coir, rags, or any other soft material avail- 
able; a conglomerate mass with a depression in the centre in 
which the eggs were deposited. Often toads and beetles share the 
burrow with the birds, though they may not occupy the nest- 
chamber itself.” Eattray found the nest in holes under stones. 

The eggs are four or five in number, aud are generally a very 
pale spotless blue in colour, occasionally there are a few pale 
freckles at the larger end. In shape they are broad, rather blunt 
ovals. 

Seventy-five eggs (Hartert 55) average 21*9 x 16*4 mm. Indian 
eggs are rather small, averaging only 21'3xl6*l mm.: maxima 
26-1 X 17'3 mm. ; minima 19*5x15*6 and 20*0 x 15*2 mm. The 
breeding-season is from the beginning of April to the middle of 
June. 

Betham notes that “ during the breeding-season the male makes 
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himself very conspicuous by bis quaint antics. He jumps up into 
the air, uttering a curious guttural iiote, and floats through it, 
with his tail spread and his rump arched showing up spotlessly 
white against the black. He gradually ascends some thirty or 
forty feet and then descends slantv\ise to the ground, but always 
on to some raised mound, never on to the flat ground.*' 

Habits. Those of the genus. Buxton remarks on its partiality 
for salt desert with scanty vegetation, which it shares with Sylvia 
nana. 


(Enanthe deserti. 

(Ena7ifJie deserti Temiii. PI. Col. pi. 359, fig. 2 (1825). 
Type-locality : Egypt. 

Key to Siibspedes, 

A . Inner webs of -wing-quills with a little 

white only on the base QL. d. atrogulavis^ p. 51. 

B. Inner webs of wing-quills very largely 

white (2?. fZ. oreopliila^ p. 52. 


(513) CEnanthe deserti atrogularis. 

Gould’s Desbet-Chat. 

Saxicola atroyularis Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 131 (1847) (Agra), 

' Saxicola deserti. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 78. 

Vernacular names. Hone recorded. 

Description. — ICale in summer. Erontal line and broad super- 
cilium huffy-white, forehead to rump buff, more grey on the head, 
richer and brighter buff on lower back and scapulars ; rump paler 
and upper taii-coverts creamy fnlvous-white ; tail black with 
white base ; wings brownish black edged with white, the inner- 
most secondaries with fulvous-white ; inner wing-coverts next the 
back so broadly edged with white as to form a large white wing- 
patch ; lores, cheeks, sides of head and neck, throat and upper 
breast black ; remainder of lower plumage pale buff, brightest on 
the breast ; axillaries and under wing-coverts black, tipped with 
white ; bases of inner webs of wing-quills white, varying in extent 
from mere narrow margins to nearly half the w-eb. 

In winter the black parts are fringed with white, the super- 
ciliuin is less distinct and the back is more dusky. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill, legs and feet black. 

ICeasurements. Total length about 170 mm.; wing 93 to 
102 mm.; tail 55 to 63 mm.; tarsus 26 mm.; culmen 14 to 
15 -mm. 

This form differs from typical (E, d. deserti in being darker and 
greyer above and more brown* on the breast. It also has a much 
smaller bill, fdthough it is a bigger bird. 

e2 
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Female. Upper parts like the male but greyer, wings and tail 
a lighter brown ; ear-coverts rufous-brown ; supereilium very in- 
distinct ; below from chin to under tail-coverts whitish buff, the 
breast and flanks darker and brownish. 

Young like the female, but both upper and lower parts very 
dull and fringed with greyish, giving a mottled appearance. 

Distribution. Breeding in Western Central Asia, Kirghis 
Steppes, South Caucasus to East Persia, Afghanistan, Baluchistan 
and IJQ.E. Kashmir. A v inter visitor to the plains of North-West 
India. 

Nidification, G-oukVs Chat does not breed within the limits of 
the area dealt with in tins work, but nests both in Baluchistan 
and the hills of Eastern Mesopotamia. The nests are similar to 
those of other Wheatears, and the eggs, which number four or 
live, vary from ]>ale spotless blue to pale blue with a well-defined 
ring of small blotches of red at the larger end. Twenty-four eggs 
(7 Jourdain) average 19-6 x 15-4 mm. : maxima 20*6x15*5 and 
20*0 X 16*1 mm. ; minima 19*0 x 15*0 and 19*5 x 14*7 mm. 

Habits. According to Ticehurst this Chat is partial to the 
vicinity of scrub and cover, often settling on small bushes. This 
probably ouly refers to its winter resorts, for during the breeding- 
season it is found, as a rule, iu the most stony and bare deserts. 

(614) (Enanthe deserti oreophila. 

The Tibetah Dbsebt-Chat. 

(Enantlie cleseHi oieopJala Oberholser, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus., xxii, 
p. 221 (1901) (S.W. Tibet). 

Saaicola montana, Blanf, <& Oates, ii, p. 78. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Both male and female differ from Gould’s Desert- 
Chat in having more white on the inner webs of the secondaries 
and primaries. The white patch on the wing-coverts is larger. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last race. 

Measurements. This bird averages a trifle larger than the last : 
wing 96 to 106 mm. ; tail 67 to 71 mm.; culmen 15*5 to 17 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in Kashmir, Ladakh and Tibet, In 
winter it occurs in Sikkim, and may breed there. It occurs in 
Assam, North of the Brahmaputra, where Coltart and I obtained 
it at Margherita, and in North Oachar South of the river. 

Nidification. The Tibetan Desert-Chat breeds from Ladakh 
throughout Tibet at heights between 12,000 and 14,000 feet 
during J line and the last week of May. Usually it places its nest 
in amongst the stones of the boundary- v alls or iu stone cairns 
and the broken walls of deserted buildings but, occasionally at all 
events, it also places it in the burrows of the Mouse-Hare. The 
nests seem to be made of almost any material, but the lining is 
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always o£ fur, hair or wool Diixed with a few feathers. The eggs 
are five in number and are exactly like those of the last race. 
Eleven eggs in my collection average 22*2 x 15*9 mm. In Kashmir 
it has been found breeding at 16,000 ft. 

Habits. In summer the Tibetan Desert-Ohat occurs from 
] 0,000 to 17,000 feet and in winter wanders lower down to some 
3,000 or 4,000 feet in Sikkim, Bhutan and the hills of JN’orthern 
Assam, rarely also straggling into the higher hills South of the 
Brahmaputra. 

In Tibet it inhabits country where there is a considerable 
amount of cultivation as well as stony deserts. It is also found 
in considerable numbers on the Glyantse plateau between 12,000 
and 14,000 feet, where there is a good deal of coarse short 
grass and an endless growth of a stubbly thorny bush, w’hich the 
goats and sheep graze down to about a foot or eighteen inches 
high. Its actions, flight, food and voice are all typical of the 
genus. It has the same display dniing the breeding-season as 
that of <3?. isahellina already described. 


(Enantlie xanthoprymna. 

Saxicola a:ant7u}pri/mnci Hemp. & Ehrenb., Symb. Phys. Av,, fol. dd 
(3833). 

Type-locality: jS’ubia. 

(515) (Bnanthe xanthoprymna chrysopygia. 

The Eed-tailed Chat. 

DrymoliBa chrysopygia De EiHppi, Arch. Zool. Genova, ii, p. 381 
(1863) (Demavend, Persia). 

Saxicola chrysopygia. Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 79. 

YeriLacxQar names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead to back and scapulars pale grey-brown, 
more tinged with rufous or chestnut on lower back ; rump chest- 
jiut ; upper tail-coverts very pale chestnut ; tail bright chestnut, 
the middle pair of feathers black on the terminal halves, the lateral 
ones with a broad black subterminal band ; wing-coverts brown 
edged with grey, very broadly so on the lesser coverts ; quills 
brown edged with rufous-grey; supercilium dull greyish white; 
lores dark grey-brown ; ear- coverts b air-brown ; chin and throat 
nearly white, remainder of lower parts pale viuaceous asliy, 
albescent on the centre of the abdomen, deeper on the breast and 
flanks and huffy on the vent and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris blackish brown ; bill, legs and feet 
black. 

Measurements. Total length about 170 mm.; wing 89 to 
97 mm. ; tail 55 to 59 ram. ; tarsus 26 to 27 mm. ; culmen about 
13 mm. 
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(Enantlie k. xantlioprymna lias the head and the throat much 
darker blackish. 

Distribution. Breeding in South* Turkestan, South and East 
Persia to Baluchistan. In winter in North-West India, West of 
the Jhelum River, Sind, Cutcli, Northern Guzerat and Rajpiitana 
as far East as Jodhpur. 

Nidifiication. According to Mr. A. J. Currie this Chat breeds 
freely in South Persia at 0,000 feet upwards, and he found it com- 
paratively common both at Sheraz and at Kerman. It apparently 
nests twice, first in March and April and again in tlie end of 
May and June, as he found fully fledged young in May and took 
fresh eggs in June. The nest Mr. Cnrne describes as like that of 
(E. alhoniger. He writes ; “ This Cliat first fills the nest-hole to 
the required dimensions ivith small pebbles and then behind this 
rampart and supported by it is the true nest, composed of twigs 
and grii«ss and lined with finer grass. The nest takes 5 or 0 days 
to build.” 

The eggs number five and are broad obtuse ovals ; pale sea-green 
or bluish white, either quite spotless or vrith a few faint brown 
specks about the larger end. They measure about 19*9-22‘4x 
16*2-lG-9 mm. 

Habits. The Red-tailed Chat frequents rocky gorges which run 
up into the higher hills and appears to be found between 5,000 
and 9,000 feet in summer, descending to the foot-hills and 
adjacent plains in winter. In the Kurram and other valleys of 
the North- West Erontier it is found even higher and certainly 
ascends as high as 11,000 feet or over. It is said to be a quiet 
unobtrusive bird, with a feeble song of poor quality. Its alarm- 
note is a long-drawn single pipe. 

Genus CERCOMELA. 

Bouap., Comp. Rend., xlii, p. 76G (1866), 

Type, C. malcamra. 

The genus Cercomela is represented by one species within Indian 
limits, and is very closely allied to (Emanthe, 

In Cereomela the bill is like that of (Enantlie ; the wing is rather 
blunter than in that bird, a.ud the first primary is large, about 
equal to half the second ; the tail is much shorter than the wing 
and is of one colour ; the tarsus is rather short, 

( 516 ) Cereomela fusca. 

Tim Baow'N Rook-Chat. 

Sa^i'icola fusca Blyth, J. A. S. B., xx, p. 523 (1851) (Muttra). 

Cereomela fuBca. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 80. 

Vernacular names. Skama (Cen. Prov.). 

Description. Tipper plumage brown, fringed with rufous after 
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the autumn moult ; upper tail-coverts darker and tail very dark 
brown ; wings dark brown, each feather edged with rufous in 
fresh plumage ; sides of head and neck and lower plumage dull 
rufous. 

There is considerable individual variation in the colour of this 
Chat due to abrasion and bleaching ; in some the rufous tinge is 
quite absent and in a few birds the upper plumage is quite a 
dark brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill, legs and feet 
black. 

Measurements. Total length about 165 to 170 mm. ; wing 84 
to 93 mm.; tail 64 to 69 mm. tarsus about 20 mm.; cuUuen 
13 to 15 mm. 

Distribution. Eesident in Central India. It is found practically 
throughout the United Provinces, the South of the Punjab, the 
extreme North-East of the Central Provinces, Eajputana East to 
Catch. "Whistler found it to be fairly common in the small hills 
round about Takuwala in the Jhang district of the Punjab. 

Nidificatiou. The Brown Eoek-Chat breeds wherever found 
within the limits given above. The nest is a I’oughly made shallow 
cup, often little more tlian a pad, of grass, roots, wool, hair, etc., 
much mixed together but, generally, with the latter materials as a 
lining. It may be placed in a hole in almost any position : a bank, 
clifiE, stone wall, welbor empty building and very often in houses 
which are occupied. In these they not only place their nests in 
holes but under the eaves, on the rafters or on any other con- 
venient ledge. The eggs generally number three only, sometimes 
four and very rarely five. They are typical Wheatears' in colour, 
shape aud markings. The ground is a pale blue or bluish green, 
sometimes almost or quite spotless but in nine eggs out of ten 
with a fairly well-marked ring of reddish specks and small blotches 
at the larger end. In shape they are usually a broad obtuse oval, 
less often a longer oval with the small end well pointed. 

Eifty eggs average 20’5 x 15*5 mm. : maxima 22*3 X 16*5 mm. ; 
minima 19*0xl4’7 mm. 

The breeding-season lasts from April to July or even later ; two 
broods are nearly always reared in the year, sometimes three, the 
birds using the same nest for both or all three broods. 

Habits. In its ways, flight, food and voice this bird is a quite 
typical Wheatear but, unlike practically all species of (Enantlie^ 
the Brown Eock-Ohat is one ol: the tamest, boldest and most con- 
fiding of birds. When breeding it seems to lose all fear of man 
and will build in rooms and offices which are continually in use, 
passing in and out of them quite regardless of the numerous 
human beings within. It is found both round about and in 
villages and towns and also in arid stony wastes, rocky" hills and 
cultivation. 
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Subfamily ENICURINiE. 

The inemhers of this subfamily consist of three genera of birds 
with an extraordinary superficial resemblance to Wagtails, i. they 
are black and white birds with long tails, which they are always 
wagging, and they run along in front of one in water w-ays and 
forest-paths. Structurally they are very different, having ten 
primaries w’-ell developed and a much stronger bill. 

They differ from the members of the Pho&niauTinos, with which 
Oates placed them, in the unusual shape of the tail, which is very 
deeply forked, yet has the outermost feathers shorter than the 
next pair. 

The sexes are alike and the young go through two colour-phases 
before they assume the adult plumage. 

The bill is strong and fairly stout, the lower mandible being 
bulged in the middle ; the rictal bristles are well developed, the 
wing is long and the first primary is about half the length of 
the second. 


Key to Gemm, 

A. Tail much longer than wing ; middle rec- 

trices one-third the length of longest .... Enicxjuus, p. 56. 

B. Tail about equal to wing ; middle rectrices 

about half the length of tail Hydbocichla, p. C8. 

O, Tail shorter than wing; middle rectrices 

reaching nearly to end of tail Micbocichla, p. 65. 


Genus ENICTJRUS. 

JEnicurus Temm. PL Ool. iii, pi. 113 (1824). 

Type, E. leschenauUL 

Characteristics those of the subfamily. The tail is very long, 
much longer than the wing, and is very deeply forked, the central 
tail-feathers being rarely a third the length of the penultimate 
pair, which are longest. The outermost pair vary in length, even 
in the same species, but are always shorter than the next. Like 
all other genera in this subfamily the two outermost pairs of 
tail-feathers are always white.- 

The bill is fairly stout and straight and the tarsi are long and 
slender and always very pale in colour. 


Key to JSjpecies, 


A. Back spotted E, macidatus, p. 57. 

B. Back plain. 

a. Ohin-and throat black, breast white. 

a\ Back slate-coloured E, echistaceus, p. 59, 

5'. Back almost or quite black E. immaculatuSf p. 61. 

5. Chin, throat and breast black E, le&chenaultij p. 61. 
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Enicuras maculatas. 

Key to Suhs 2 )eoies. 

A. Spots on back large and lunate on Lower 

back ; breast also marked witb white K m. maciilatiis, p. o7. 

B. Spots on back smaller and round j breast 

unspotted black JS. m. yuttatus, p. 58. 

(517) Euicunis maculatns maculatns. 

The Westehh Spotted PoHKTAiii. 

JEnicunis macidatiisYi^aics, P. Z. S., 1830, p. 9 (Himalaya, restricted 
to Simla). 

Kmicurus niaculatus. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 83. 

Vernacalar names. Khmijan (N.W. Pron.). 

Description. Porehead and anterior crown white ; whole head 
to neck and breast black, generally with a bronze sheen on the 
crown; back, breast and scapulars black with bold white spots so 
numerous on the hind-neck as to form a collar and on the lower 



Fig. 7. — Head of E. m. maculatus. 


back reduced to broad fringes, lunate in shape ; rump and upper 
tail-coverts white ; tail black, tlie bases and tips white and the two 
outermost pairs wholly white; wings black, the greater coverts 
white-tipped forming a broad bar ; inner secondaries white at the 
base and with white spots at the tips ; lower plumage white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iiis dark brown ; bill black, legs and 
feet white to pale fleshy-white, sometimes pinker and darker on 
the joints. 

Measurements. Total length about 270 to 280 mm. ; wing 100 
to 112 mm. ; tail about 135 to 146 mm. ; tarsus 29 to 30 mm.; 
culmen 19 to 21 mm. 

The young have the head, back and breast a dark rich brown, 
sometimes immaculate (probably the older birds) and sometimes 
with indistinct pale centres to the feathers above and strongly 
marked streaks on the breast. 

The nestling is dark grey above ; chin, throat and breast grey 
with broad white centres; wings and tail as in the adult but with 
very broad white edges and tips. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from the extreme ISTortb-West 
Frontier to Nepal, at all heights between 2,000 ft. and 12,000 ft. 
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Nidification. The Western Spotted Torktail breeds throughout 
itvS range bet\\een 3,000 and 9,000 feet, principally between 4,000 
and 7,000 ft. It makes a verv neat cup-shaped nest of living 
green moss very tidily lined with skeleton leaves or, according to 
Hume, with fine roots. It is always placed near water, generally 
on or in between boulders on the sides of lull-streams. Occasion- 
ally it may be built amongst the roots of trees on the banks of a 
stream and often it may b^e found on and under boulders in mid- 
stream. The eggs number three or four and in shape are long 
ovals, often rather pointed. The ground-colour is pale greenish, 
dull pinkish or pale stone-colour and the markings consist of 
numerous small blotches, freckles and spots of reddish brown, 
sometimes scattered boldly all over the eggs, at other times feeble 
and indistinct though equally numerous. Thirty eggs average 
about 25-3 x 17*8 mm. The breeding-season is from April to early 
July, later in the higher hills, earlier in the lower ranges and 
valleys. 

Habits. Superficially our Indian Forktails remind one very much 
of the Wagtails. When wandering along some shady forest- path, 
or scrambling along the bed of a half dried up stream one catches 
sight of a black and white bird running rapidly away, for a second 
or two it stops, jerks and wags its tail up and down, not sideways, 
and then flits away a hundred yards or so before again settling. 
This may be repeated three or four times and then the bird slips 
away on one side through the forest and emerges again just behind 
you. Their flight is fairly fast but dipping and singularly graceful, 
as indeed are all the actions of the Porktail. They are not shy 
and one can watch them indefimtely if remaining reasonably quiet. 
Like the W'agtails they scuttle about hither and thither after 
insects, their little w'hite legs carrying them with great rapidity but, 
unlike the Wagtails, they will sometimes submerge themselves 
entirely under water as they pursue their prey. Their note is 
a single shrill cry uttered both on the wing and when at rest. 

(518) Enicurus maculatus guttatus. 

The Eastebk- Spotted Loektaid. 

Skieurus giittatus Gould, P, Z. S., 1865, p, 664 (Sikkim). 

Henicums guttatus. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 84. 

Vernacular names. (Lepcha) ; OhulcarZelca, 

(Bhut.). 

Description. Differs from the Western form i^i having no white 
spots on the breast and in having those on the back smaller and 
rounder, with no terminal white bars on the lower back. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird. 

Measurements. Decidedly smaller than the last ; wing 96 to 
103 mm. ; tail 118 to 132 mm. ; tarsus 28 to 30 mm. ; culmen 
18 to 19 mm. 
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The yoTing and Nestling only difEer from those of the 
Western Forktail in being smaller. 

Distribution. Sikkim, through Assam, North and South of the 
Erahmaputra, to Siam, Shan States and Yunnan. The Chinese bird 
is a much bigger race, the wing measuring 106 to 117 mm. and 
has been named JEJ, on, omissus by Eothscbild, whilst the Annam 
bird is equally large but has very few and small spots on the 
upper plumage. This is my E. on. o'oliTisom (Bull. B. 0. C., xliii, 
p. 19, 1922). Bangs’ Yunnan bird, Hmicurm hacatus^ is nothing 
but Eoximrus m. guttatus, 

Nidification. The Eastern Eorktail breeds between 2,000 ft. and 
8,000 It. during the months April to July and I have seen eggs in 
August. The nest is, like that of the Western bird, a very neat 
but massive cup of living green moss, nearly always very wet and 
mixed with roots and some mud which make it very heavy. The 
lining in nine nests out of ten consists entirely of several lay^ers 
of skeleton leaves ; in the tenth it mav be all roots or roots and 
a dead leaf or two mixed together. It is generally placed on a 
ledge of rock, or in between boulders on the banks of streams but 
sometimes it may be built in amongst the rqots of a tree or even 
in a hollow under the shelter of a bush. Nor is it always on the 
banks of a stream, for more than once I have taken it from banks 
inside forest a little way, perhaps fifty yards, from a stream, 
though even in these instances the site chosen was always a very 
damp one. 

The eggs number three or four in a full clutch and are like 
those of the last bird but average decidedly smaller and, on the 
whole, are less boldly marked. A reddish egg with almost brick- 
red spots is ijot uncommon, a type I have not seen laid by the 
Western bird but which is very commonly laid by Leschenault’s 
Eorktail. One hundred eggs average 24*9 x 17*3 mm. : maxima 
26*3xl8'l and 25*9 x 18*2 mm.; minima 23’5x 1G*5 and 25*8 x 
16*0 mm. 

Habits. The Eastern Spotted Eorktail differs in no way^ from 
its Western brother. It is extremely common on the hills South 
of the Brahmaputra and its fascinating little black and white 
person may be seen flitting and heard calling on every stream and 
damp forest-path near water from one year’s end to another. It 
is very sedentary and each pair seems to have a well-defined area 
for nesting and feeding purposes, which they keep to winter and 
summer alike excejit in the highest portions of its range. 


(519) Enicurus schistaceus. 

The Slatx-baceed Eorktail. 

JSnicuo'us seMstaeeus Hodgs., As, lies., xix, p. 189 (1836y (Nepal). 
JELenicmi'us schistaceus, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 84. 

Vernacular names. loiruidiha (Kacha Naga). 
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Description. A frontal line running back to the eye pure white, 
lores and next the nostril, chin, cheeks, upper throat and sides of 
neck black ; crown to lower back slaty bine-grey ; rump and upper 
tail-coverts white ; tail-feathers black with wdiite lips and bases 
and the two outermost pairs pure white ; lesser wing-coverts black 
broadly edged with slate-colour ; median and greater coverts black, 
the latter b^i-oadly tipped with white forming a wing-bar ; quills 
black, all but the first two primaries with a white patch at the 
base of the outer web ; innermost secondaries broadly tipped 
with white ; below from lower throat to under tail-coverts pure 
white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown to blackish brown ; bill black ; 
legs practically white to pale fl.eshy or livid fieshy ; claws 
\^hitish. 

Measurements. Total length about 250 mm. ; wing 89 to 
101 mm. ; tail 101 to 128 mm. ; tarsus 27*5 to 28*5 mm. ; culmen 
18 to 19 mm. 

The young birds have the black upper parts replaced by rich 
brown, and the breast and flanks with rufous-brown edges and 
indefinite bars. 

The Nestlings have the upper parts from forehead to rump 
ashy-brown ; the chin, throat, breast and flanks smoky-brown 
with pale centres giving a mottled appearance. 

Distribution. Troin Kumaoii {Hume) to Eastern Assam, both 
North and South of the Brahmaputra, practically the whole 
of Burma, Siam, Shan States, Yunnau and the greater part of 
Southern China. 

Nidiflcation. The nest of the Slaty-backed Eorktail is exactly 
like that of the Spotted Forktails, though it averages somewhat 
smaller and possibly has more leaves and roots worked into the 
body of the nest. The sites selected are also the same as those 
chosen by these birds. The eggs, which number three or four, are 
of two types : firstly, very much like small, washed out eggs of 
E, m. guttatus ; secondly, and more often, pure white eggs, or with 
only the faintest tinge of green or cream, quite boldly spotted and 
speckled with reddish brown, with others underlying them of violet 
and pale reddish lavender. In Eastern Assam, where the bird is 
very numerous, the eggs were nearly all of this type ; in Sikkim, 
West and South Assam, they are more often of the former type. 
One hundred eggs average 21*4 x 16*3 mm. : maxima 24*0 X 
17*0 mm. ; minima 20*0 x 16*0 and 21*1 x 15*3 mm. They are 
early breeders, commencing to lay in the second week in April and 
few laying after May. 

Habits. Those of the genus. The Slaty-backed Eorktail is 
found principally between 1,000 and 5,000 feet ascending some 
two thousand feet higher, whilst in winter it is found right down 
to the foot-hills and plains adjacent to them. 
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(520) Enicurus immacnlatas. 

Tub Bbaok-backbd Toektaii,. 

Enicurus tmmaculatus Hodgs , Aa. Res., xix, p. 190 (1836) (Nepal). 

Emiicurus vmmaculatus. Blanf. & Oates, li, p. 85. 

Vernacular names. Inruidiha gajeba (Kacha Naga). 

Description. Porehead, short supercilium and round the bact of 
the eye white ; rest of head, chin, throat, back and wing-coverts 
black ; rump and upper tail-coverts white ; tail black with broad 
white bases and tips, the two outer pairs pure wdiite; tips of 
greater coverts and bases of quills white forming a broad wing- 
bar; tips of secondaries white, broadly so on the innermost; 
below from lower throat to under tail- coverts white. 

In many specimens the head and upper back have a faint slaty 
tinge, but this appears to be purely individual aud in no way a 
geographical variation. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black ; legs and 
feet white, fleshy white or yellowish white. 

Measurements. Wing 85 to 94 mm. ; tail 100 to 118 mm. ; 
tarsus 26 to 27 mm. ; culmeii 16 mm. 

Distribution. Sub- Himalayas from Garhwal lo Assam, Chin 
Hills, Burma South to the Malay Peninsula. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the Slaty-backed Porktail. It 
breeds at low elevations in April and Mav, making a nest quite 
typical of the genus but generally laying only three eggs. These 
vary much but are tvpically pale and rather sparsely marked with 
bright pale reddish brown. 1 have one clutch with a pale green 
ground and another w^hich is densely marked all over with small 
specks of dark reddish brown. Twenty-five eggs average 
20*8x15-8 mm.: maxima 21*6 X 16*0 and 21*2x16*3 mm.; 
minima 20*0 X 15*5 and 20*3 x 15*1 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. In Assam we found them 
principally on the larger hill-streams close to the Plains, but where 
the current was still rapid. They remain below 2,500 feet and are 
more common below 1,000 feet than above that level. 

Enicurus leschenaulti. 

Turdus leschenardti\ie\^., Nouv, Diet. dTIist. Nat., xx, p. 269 (ISIS). 

Type-locality: Java, 


Key to Subspecies, 

A. Outermost pair of tail-feathers less than 

25 mm. shorter than the next pair E,h indietts^ p. 62. 

B. Outermost pair of tail-feathers much more 

than 25 mm. shorter than the next pair .... E,L sinensis, p. 63. 
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(521) Enicurus leschenaulti indicus. 

LESCIEEJSrATJIjT’s In-DIAN PoEiCTAlIi. 

Uniciti'iis leschenaulti indicus Ilart.^ 1*8.1., i, p. 7G0 (1909) 

(Assam, Margherita). 

JECmicuTius leschenaulti. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 86. 

Vernaciilar names. Im'uidiha (jadiha (Each a 'N'aga). 

Description. Forehead and anterior crown white; rest o£ head, 
bach and breast black ; lower back, rump and upper tail-coverts 
white ; tail black with broad white bases, two outer tail-feathers 
white ; wing-coverts black, the greater tipped with white forming 
a broad wing-bar , quills black, the mner secondaries with white 
bases and tips ; below from breast to under tail-coverts w^hite. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black ; legs and 
feet fleshy white, rarely a livid white. 

Measurements. Total length about 280 mni. ; wing 98 to 
114 111111 .; tail 138 to 150 mm.; tarsus about 30 to 32 mm.; 
culmen about 21 to 23 mm. 

The Young have no white forehead, and the head and back 
varies from brown to chocolate-brown and the underparts from 
chin to abdomen are brown with central pale streaks. The younger 
the bird the more prominent the streaks. 

Nestling. The underparts are greyer and more mottled than 
streaked. 

Distribution. Sikkim to Eastern Assam, Burma South to 
Tenasserim and East to the Kacbin Hills. There is also one 
specimen of typical indicus from North-West China, and it is 
possible that this bird and Eniewrus Z. sinensis should rank as 
species rather than subspecies. 

The type-form from Java differs in having the white feathers of 
the crown elongated and covering nearly the whole crown. E. Z. 
homeensis is a very closely allied race. 

Nidiff cation. This Forktail seems to breed in heavier forest 
and on smaller streams than do any of the preceding birds of this 
genus. It is very common in Eastern Assam and here nearly all 
the nests are built among rocks, roots of trees, etc., on the tiniest 
of streams, entirely covered overhead by the meeting boughs of 
trees. They commence to build the first vi’eek in May or last week 
in April and few eggs are laid after May. The nest is like that 
of the Spotted Forktails hut bulkier and heavier with more 
leaves and roots in its composition and it is lined sometimes with 
skeleton leaves, sometimes with roots, and sometimes with the 
two combined. 

The eggs, three or four in number, are more richly coloured 
than those of any other Forktail. The ground is generally a 
warm cream or reddish clay and they are freely and boldly 
speckled all over with reddish brown. Forty eggs average 24'6 x 



HYDEOCICUXA. 


63 


19'7 mm.: maxima 26 1 X 17*4 and 25-7 X 18*9 mm.; minima 
23*6 X 17-5 and 24'5 x 17*0 inra. 

They breed at all levels from a few hundred feet up to about 
2,000 feet. 

' Habits. Leschenault’s Torktail is a bird of the lower levels and 
in winter extends well out into plains country wherever there are 
streams and waterways running at a fair pace through heavy 
forest. It seems to be a more shy bird than most Porktails and 
when put up it generally dives at once into the forest and does 
not settle again and again just in front of one as do the Spotted 
Porktails : Dr. Ooltart and I both found it far more frequently on 
narrow forest-paths than on the streams. The feathers of the 
crown are seini-erectile, a feature I have noticed in no other 
Porktail. 


(522) Enicurus leschenaulti sinensis. 

Leschen-aitlt’s Chiitese Poeetail. 

JEnicurus sitiensis Gould, P. Z. S., 1865, p. 665 (Shanghai). 

Yernacnlar names. !N'one recorded. 

Description. Differs from the Indian form only in having the 
outer tail-feathers much shorter, 40 to 65 mm., than the 
penultimate pair. I can see no other constant difference. The 
forehead and about half the crown are white and on the average 
extending further hack than in the Indian bird. 

The Young and Hestling as in the last form. 

Distribution, Practically the whole of South Central China, 
Yunnan and Shan States. 

Hidiffcation. Breeds in Central Pohkien in May. La Touche 
and Kickett describe the nest as a mere hollowed pad of dead 
and skeleton leaves, dry grass and roots with a few bamboo leaves.” 
The eggs are exactly like those of the Indian form. 

Habits do not differ from those of E. 1. indims. 

Genus HYDROCICHLA. 

Sharpe, Oat. B. M. vii, p. 318 (1883). 

Type, H. ritficapilla. 

This genus only differs from the last, Enicurus^ in having a 
much shorter tail, which is about equal to the wing in length; the 
middle tail-feathers are about half the length of the tail. 

There are two species of this genus found in India, in one of 
which the sexes are alike and in the other dissimilar. 

Key to Species, 


A. Crown of head white ; nape black JBC. frontalis^ p. 64. 

B. Crown of head and nape chestnut JBT. rttficapilla, p. 64. 
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(523) Hydrocichla frontalis. 

The WniTE-CROWNBD rOEKTAIIi. 

Bnieurm frontalis Blytli, J. A. S. B , xvi, p. 156 (1847) (Sumatra). 

SydrocicUa frontalis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 87. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead, anterior crown, rump and upper tail- 
coverts, abdomen and under tail-coverts white ; wings black, tips of 
greater coverts and bases of secondaries white forming a wing- 
bar, inner secondaries also tipped with white ; tail-feathers black 
with broad white bases and white tips, the outer two pairs pure 
white ; remainder of plumage black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown to black ; bill black, legs and 
feet almost white. 

ICeasurements. Total length about 220 mm. ; wing 85 to 
93 mm. ; tail 67 to 79 mm. ; tarsus 28 mm. ; culmen 20 to 
21 mm. 

Distribution. Sumatra and Borneo extending North through 
the Malay Peninsula to Siam and the extreme South of Tenas- 
serim. 

Nidification. Nothing recorded. 

Habits. This is a bird of forests of the plains and lower hills 
but practically nothing has been recorded as t© its habits or 
even in regard to the elevation to which it ascends. It appears 
to keep to rivers in evergreen forest and to have the voice, flight 
and action of the commoner Forktails. 

(524) Hydrocichla ruficapilla. 

The Chestnut-backed Forktail, 

JEnicurus ruficapillus Temm., PI. Col., iii, pi. 534 (1832) (Pallam- 
bang, Sumatra). 

Hydrocichla I'^ficayillm. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 87. 

Yernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Forehead white, surrounded by 
black ; crown, nape and sides of neck chestnut ; rest of head, chin, 
throat, back and wings black; a broad white band formed by the 
tips of the greater coverts and bases of secondaries ; the latter 
also tipped with white ; tail black with white tips and broad 
white bases, the outer tw^o pairs pure white ; breast and flanks 
white, the feathers boldly fringed with black ; remainder of lower 
plumage white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris browm to black ; bill black, legs and 
feet white to fleshy-white. In this bird as in all the other Fork- 
tails, the joints are often more pink or livid in colour than the 
rest of the leg. 
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Measurements. Total length about 200 mm. ; tail 85 to 93 inni. ; 
tail 67 to 79 mm. ; tarsus 28 mm. ; ciilmeii 20 to 21 min. 

Female. The chestnut extends nearly all over the back and on 
to the wing-coverts, otherwise as in the male. 

The Young are like the female but duller and very heavily* 
marked below. 

Nestling has the lower parts dull white, fringed with dull 
brown . 

Distribution. Prom Borneo, through the Malay Peninsula to 
South-West Siam and Tenasserim to Mt. ISTwalabo. 

Nidiftcation and Habits. Nothing recorded. 


Genus MICEOCICHLA. 

Sharpe, Cat. B.M. vh, p. 322 (1883). 

Type, JL7, scouleri. 

This genus only differs from Eydrocidlila in having a very short 
tail, little more than half the length ot the wing. It is also 
remarkable in not having the two outer feathers pure white ; the 
middle pair reach very nearly to the end of the tail. 

There is only one species known and the sexes are alike. 


(525) Microciclila scouleri scouleri. 

The LittiiB Pouktail. 

JEnicw'us scoulen Vigors, P. Z S , 1831, p. 174 (Himalayas, Simla). 

Microciclila scmleri. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 88. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Porehead white, rump white with a broad band 
of black across it ; upper tail-coverts white ; wings black with a 
broad white baud formed by the tips of the greater coverts and the 
bases of the secondaries ; bases ot primaries and edges of outer 
webs of secondaries white ; below from lower breast to under tail- 
coverts white, marked on the flanks and breast with blackish ; 
central tail-feathers black with white bases, lateral pairs more 
and more white until the outermost pair has only a small patch 
of dark brown or black at the tip ; remainder of plumage black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or black ; bill black ; legs and 
feet white or fLeshy-white. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 mm. ; wdng 73 to 
79 mm. ; tail 41 to 49 mm. ; tarsus about 24 to 26 min. ; culmeii 
12 mm. 

Young birds have the black replaced by dark brown ; there is 
no w'hite forehead and the underparts are -white, the feathers of 
the breast and flanks fringed -with brown. 

VOL. II. p 
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Distribution. The Himalay^as from Chitral and Gilgit to 
Eastern Assam, Hills of Northern Burma and Shan States. 

Nidification. Breeds throughout its range between 3,500 ft. 
{Rattray^ and 8,000 ft. {Bodsworth). The nest is made of moss 
lined with skeleton leaves but varies a good deal. B-attray 
describes it as loosely made and falling to pieces when handled, 
whilst Osmaston calls it a compact and massive little cup. The 
only nest I have seen was very well put together. This pretty 
little Eorktail seems nearly always to place its nest actually 
under a waterfall, the one taken by myself being so close to the 
water that it was constantly wet from the mist of the spray. 
Three seems to be the full clutch. In appearance they are not 
unlike the spotted type of egg of Enicurus scJiistaceus but are 
nothing like the normal eggs of E. maculatus, Mr. P. Dodsworth 
took a pure white clutch but normally they are white sparingly 
speckled and spotted at the larger end with pale reddish or 
brown. 

Eifteen eggs average 20*4 x 14*6 mm. : maxima 21*3 X 15*1 and 
20-3 X 15*3 mm. ; minima 19*4 x 14*4 mm. 

Habits. This little bird, in spite of its short tail, is a typical 
Eorktail in every way, except that, perhaps, it moves vertically 
with the seasons more than do the species of the genus EniGurus, 
Stevens and Ooltart both obtained it in Winter in the foot-hills 
of Assam whilst in Summer it is found up to 12,000 feet in Tibet 
and possibly breeds at this elevation. 

It haunts the fastest and most turbulent of small hill-streams 
and the cessation of rapids and falls when the streams reach the 
plains also marks the limits of its excursions to the Plains. It is 
an active little bird both on land and in the water and spends more 
time actually under water than any of the other Eorktails. 
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Subfamily PHCENICURINiE. 

This Subfamily differs from the last in having the tail square or 
rounded- With few exceptions its species are migratory, whereas 
the Forktails are invariably resident and whilst the Kedstarts and 
Biobins are essentially Palaearc tic forms the Porktails are essentially 
tropical or sub-tropical. Both subfamilies, however, have much 
the same form of bill and wings; they have their feet and tarsi 
formed for running on the ground and the plumage of the 
nestlings is somewhat similar. 

Key to Genera, 

A. Tail in both sexes largely chestnut *. 

a. Tail considerably longer than twice tarsus. 
a'. Tail nearly square ; sexes different .... Phgenicuhus, p. 68. 

h' , Tail much rounded ; sexes alike CnAiMAnBHoitNis, 

h. Tail about twice the length of tarsus. [p. 79. 

o'. Bictal bristles very long and strong .... Ehyacobnis, p. 81. 
d'. Itictal bristles weak or obsolete Cyanosylvia, p. 83. 

B. Tail without any chestnut. 

c. First primary shorter than one-third of 

second. 

e'. Difference between wing and tail less 

than tarsus ^ Luscinia, p. 87. 

Difference between wing and tail twice 
tarsus Graxdala, p, 88. 

d. First primary longer than one-third of 

second. 

g \ Tail equal to or shorter than wing. 

Outer tail-feathers short of tip by less 
than half length of middle toe. 
a®. Bill straight and Thrush-like ; rictal 
bristles strong. 

a*. Tail about twice tarsus in length. 
a^. Throat of male brilliantly 

coloured * Calliope, p. 90. 

Throat of male like rest of 

underparts Tabsiger; p. 9o. 

5*. Tail considerably more than twice 
tarsus. 

c’. Tail uniform in colour. 

Tips of tail-feathers mucronate Ianthia, p. 97. 

Tips of tail-feathers rounded. Adelura, p. 104. 

Tail largely white jN’otodela, p. 105. 

5®. Bill slender and curved ; rictal [p. 108. 

bristles obsolete Sasic oloidbs, 

h". Outer tail-feathers short of tip by at 
least the length of middle toe. 

6*3. Tail of one colour Callkne, p. 107. 

Tail black and white Copsxchus, p. 111. 

A'. Tail much longer than wing Eittacincla,p.116. 


* The only exception is the female of Bhyacoriiis fuliginosa. 
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Genus PHCENICURUS Porster, 1817. 

ITorster’s name Pliceniciirus for this genus dates from 1817 (Syn. 
Cat. Brit. Birds, 1817, p. 17), antedates Euticilla (C. L. Brehm, 
Isis, 18:^8, p. 1280) and must therefore be used. 

The type of the genus is I\ j[>lKxnimnis Linn. S. K”. i, p. 335 
(1766). 

The genus Phccnlcunts contains the true Eedslarts, which may 
be recognized by their rather long tail, which is more than twice 
the length of the tarsus and nearly, or quite, square at the tip ; 
the tail is largely chestnut and tlie sexes are not alike. 

The bill is sliort, slender and black and the rictal bristles 
moderate or short ; the wing is sharply pointed and the first 
primary less than half the second ; the tarsus is rather long. 

Nestlings have the plumage streaked above and squainated 
below but the tail-pattern is similar to that of the adult, 
rendering identification fairly easy. Like the Chat the seasonal 
change caused by the abrasion of the feathers in summer is 
very great. 


Key io Sjjecies, 


A, Ttiil-feathers, except middle pair, abruptly 

tipped with black F, frontalis, p. 69. 

B. None of the tail-feathers tipped. 

a, A large white patch on throat P. schisticejpSj p. 70. 

No white patch on throat. 

a'. Middle tail-feathers different to lateral. 

"Wing under 100 mm. 
a". Secondaries with white on both 

webs....... P. p. 71. 

h’\ No white on inner webs of second- 
aries. 

Terminal portion of shafts of all 

tail-feathers black P. ei'ythronotus, p. 73, 

i®. Shafts of lateral tail-feathers 
entirely chestnut 
Throat and breast black. 

Secondaries with broad white 

edges, P. hodgsoni, dj P- 74. 

})\ Secondaries with no white . . P. ochruim, c?, p. 75. 
Throat and breast buff or ashy- 
brown. 

(P, liower plumage chiefly ashj’- 

brown P. Tiodgsoni, $ , p. 75. 

d'\ Lower plumage buff or orange- 

buff P. 5 , p. 75. 

b'. Middle tail-feathers similar to lateral 

ones. Wing over 100 mm P. eiythrogaster, p. 78. 
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(526) Phoenicurus frontalis. 

The BijUE-yBONTEJi Bbdstabt. 

Mosnicura frontalis Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 172 (Himalayas) 
(restricted to Garliwal). 

Ruticilla frontalis. Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 91. 

Vernacular names. TaJc-tirriri-jpho (Bepcha). 

Description. — Male in Summer. Forehead and short, broad 
supercilium brilliant blue ; remainder of head, throat and extreme 
upper breast, back, lesser and median wing-coverts deep, rather 
dull blue ; rump, upper tail-eoverts and rest of lower plumage 
rufous-chestnut; central tail-feathers blackish, chestnut at the 
extreme base, lateral feathers chestnut with broad black tips ; 
wings brown, the greater coverts and quills edged with light 
rufous. 

After the Autumn moult the feathers of the blue parts are 
fringed with rufous and the wing-feathers are also broadly edged 
with the same. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep brown ; bill, legs aud feet black. 



Fig. 8. — Head of P. frontalis. 


Measurements. Total length about 160 mm. ; wing 83 to 
92 mm. ; tail 58 to 68 ram. ; tarsus about .24 mm. ; culmen about 
10 mm. 

Female. Sides of head and neck fulvous-brown ; head, back 
and scapulars darker fulvous-brown; rump and tail as in the 
male ; wings brown, all the feathers edged with fulvous ; chin 
fulvous ; throat and breast fulvous-brown, paler than the back, 
but shading into this on the neck and sides of breast and turning 
to orange-brown on the abdomen aud orange on the \ent and 
under tail-coverts. 

Young. Eump, tail and wings as in the female ; head, back and 
breast blackish brown, each feather ^\ith broad, pointed fulvous 
marks, smallest on the back and largest on the breast ; abdomeu 
and posterior flanks rich fulvous. 

Distribution. Breeding in the Himalayas from Afghanistan and 
G-ilgit to Eastern Assam North of the Brahmaputra, Tibet, Chin 
and Kachin Hills, N. Shan States to Western China. They 
winter in the sub-Himalayas, Hooars, Assam South of the Brahma- 
putra and lower Chin and Kachin Hills. 
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Nidification. This Eedstart breeds from Afghanistan to "W. 
Cliina between 8,000 and 15,000 feet, making a moss and grass 
cup lined with hair which it places in a hole or crevice in a rock 
or under a stone. Mr. 8. L. Whymper sa> s that it also builds in 
holes in banks and in low junijior-scrub. Tlie eggs are three or 
four in number, a pale dull greyish pink, profusel}'^ hut very 
finely stippled with very pale reddish. The niajoritj^ of eggs 
unless closely examined appear to he a pale dull pinkish grey. 
Tventy-four eggs average 19*8 X ll'O mm. : maxima 21*4 x 
14*0 and 19*5 x 15*1 nim. ,* minima 11*1 x 14*2. 

The breeding-season everywhere is from the end of May to 
early July. 

Habits. In Winter tbe Blue-fronted Eedstart descends to some 
two thousand feet in Assam South of the Brahmaputra and 
right into the foot-hills Korth of it. In the West it is found in 
the plains close to the hills but axiparently in unusually severe 
cold seasons only. It is a lively little bird generally found in 
pairs, haunting thebauks and beds of hill-stream sand feeding, like 
the Wheatears, from some convenient rock or prominent stone, 
catching its prey both in the air and on the ground. 


(527) Phoenicurus schisticeps. 

The WniTE-THUOATEB Eepstaut. 

Huticilla scJiisHcejis Hodgs., Cat. Mamm. & B. Nep., p. 69 (1840> 
(Nepal) ; Blaiif. & Oates, ii. p. 92. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Male. Eorehead and crown cobalt-blue, dark- 
ening on tbe nape ; a frontal line, head, throat, neck, back and 
scapulars black ; the longest scapulars ti^iped with chestnut ; 
rump, iipper tail-coverts and base of tail chestnut, rest of tail 
black; inner wing-coverts pure white; outer coverts aud quills 
brown, tbe inner secondaries broadly edged with white; a bold "white 
patch surrounded with black on the lower throat ; underparts 
rich chestnut fading to albescent on the centre of the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill and legs black. 

Measurements. Total length about 160 to 160 mm.; wing 84 
to 87mm.; tail 68 to 70mm. ; tarsus about 24 min.; culmen 
about 12 mm. 

^Male in Winter has the feathers of the head and back fringed 
with rufous, and the feathers of the breast very narrowly ed^ed 
with fulvous. 

Female. Above olive-brown tinged -with rufous, rump and tail 
like that of the male but paler ; wings like the male but a paler 
browm ; below fulvous-ashy ; a "white patch on the throat ; the 
abdomen and posterior flanks paler and tinged with rufous. 

Distribution. Nepal and Sikkim, through Tibet and Eastern 
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Assam to Kansu. In winter is found in Assam South of the 
Brahmaputra, Eastern Bengal and Behar and parts o£ Burma. 

Nidifi-cation. Pleske found its nest in Kansu, a cup made of 
moss and lined with Lair and feathers, on the 11th May. The 
four eggs he describes as reddish pink, spotted faintly with 
light brown. In length they iiieasured 19-5 to 20 mm. and in 
breadth from 14*5 to 15*5 mm. 

Hahits. This is a bird of high elevations, in summer between 
10,000 and 15,000 feet wandering up to 17,000 feet, m the winter 
frequenting tlie lower hills and valleys between 2,000 and 5,000 
feet. It is common in the hills of Assam South of the Brahma- 
putra in winter and Dr. Coltart and I obtained it several times in 
the foot-hills about Marglierita at between 700 and 1,000 feet. 

It is generally seen in pairs and is a bird of forest and scrub 
rather than open streams, though it is often seen on such as well 
as on those which run through heavy jungle. In all its actions 
it is a typical Eedstart. 

(528) Phoenicurus auroreus. 

The Daiteiah Eedstaet. 

Motacilla aurorea Pall.,Eeis. Euss. EeicLs,iii,p. 695 (1776) (Selenlca, 
Lake Baikal), 

Muticilla aurorea, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 93. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Male in Summer. Eorehead to mantle slaty-grey ; 
sides of liead and neck, throat, upper breast and back black ; rump, 
upper tail-coverts and remainder of lower plum age chestnut; central 
tail-feathers black, chestnut at the base, lateral tail-feathers all 
chestnut ; median and innermost greater wing-coverts white. 

In Winter the grey parts are edged with dull rufous ; the black 
parts are fringed witii rufous above and rufous-grey below ; the 
wing-feathers edged with pale fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black or, fide 
Hume, dark brownish yellow or yellowish at gape and sometimes 
on base of lower mandible ; legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 to 160 mm. ; wing 70 
to 77 mm.; tail 58 to 60 mm.; tarsus 23 mm.; culmen 10 to 
11 mm. 

Female. Above olive-brown ; lores and a ring of feathers round 
the eye almost white ; rump, tail and wings as in the male but 
the black replaced by brown ; below fulvous-brown, paling to 
fulvous on the vent and under tail-coverts. 

Young male. Like the female but darker and browner above 
and tinged with chestnut on breast. 

Nestling. Above fulvous, each feather boldly edged with dark 
brown ; rump and tail as in the adult; below dull ashy-white, the 
breast and flank-feathers edged with brown. 
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Bistri'butioii. Harlert accepts three races of this Tiedstart, 

e. : — 

Flic&nicurus auroreus auroreus ; type-localit}’’, Lake Baikal, 
{^Fhcenicurus reevesii^ 1851: Cantor [Gray’s Zool. Misc. 
1832, China].) 

FlicBiiicuriis auroreus Jilchntri^ 1907 : Kintschai and Pinling, 
1ST E. 

FJimnimrus auroreus leucopterus^ 1 843 : Mahicca. 

I cannot separate these races. Tlie breeding-area of the species 
auroreus, as far as is known at present, extends from Lake Baikal 
through East Siberia, Mongolia, Manchuria, Korea to Japan and 
also to extreme North-East China. In Winter they migrate South 
to South China, Eormosa, some of the Islands of Malaysia and the 
Indo-Chinese countries as far West as Assam. The winter birds 
throughout the whole of this area are identical in size and coloration; 
thus in the huge series in the British Museum Collection we have 
the following wing-measurements ; — Siberia, 70 to 76 min. ; China, 
70 to 72 mm. ; Japan, 70 to 75 mm. ; Corea, 71 to 75 min. ; Assam, 
70 to 76 inm. ; Sikkim (1),76 mm. ; Yunnan (5), 76 mm. As regards 
colour there is a small series of five birds in non-breeding plum- 
age uhich are rather pale but these are matched by iudividu^s from 
Assam to Chi-hli. Hartert says that there is a dark form found in 
winter from Malacca to Burma and Assam of uhich the breeding- 
haunts are not yet known. I can, however, see no diiFerence 
between specimens from these countries and those from South 
China which are, presumably, migratory birds from Transbaikalia 
and Eastern Siberia etc. La Touche’s breeding birds from North- 
East Chi-hli are identical with Assam birds taken in March and 
April, all of which are in full breeding-dress. Under the above 
circumstances I do not attempt to split P. auroreus into races. 

Nidification. La Touche says that this Redstart is common in 
Noi*th-East Chi-hli breeding in the hills during May, June and 
July. He describes the nests as pads or rough shallow cups 
made o£ moss, soft grass-strips and feathers always placed in holes 
in walls and rocks. The eggs he took were of two different types, 
one with a white to pink ground-colour, speckled, Tstippled or 
blotched with pale burnt sienna and viith underlying spots of 
reddish violet. These markings generally form a ring or cap at 
the larger end and are sparse elsewhere. The other type has the 
ground-colour a pale green. Thirty-seven eggs average 19*0 x 
14*1 mm. 

Habits. There is little on record about the habits of this Red- 
start but they appear to be quite typical of the genus. It breeds 
in the Chinese mountains from 5,000 feet upwards and is common 
in South China, the Indo-Chinese countries and Assam in winter. 
According to Stevebs it is a familiar bird frequenting compounds, 
gardens and cultivation rather than forest and jungle. 
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(529) Phoenicurus erythronotus. 

EvEiisiiA2f2sr’s IIedstaet. 

Sf/Ivia erytlivonota Eversm., Add, ad Pall. Zoog. Jiosso-As., ii, p. 11 
(1841)' (Altai). 

Ituticilla erythi'onota, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 94. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male in Summer. A frontal line, lores, 
cheeks, point oL* chin and sides of neck black produced round the 
back of the neck as a not very distinct collar ; crown, nape and hind 
neck pale ashy-blue, the nape and hind neck almost always with the 
ashy-grey fringes of the winter plumage still obscuring the blue ; 
back, scapulars, throat, breast and flanks chestnut, to some extent 
fringed above with grey and below -with white ; rump chestnut, 
tail the same but with the central pair of feathers and the tips of 
the outermost pair dark brown; wings dark brown, the quills 
edged with grey, the greater and median coverts broadly edged 
with pale fulvous ; the inner coverts pure white forming a very 
conspicuous wiug-patch; the primary-coverts are also broadly edged 
with white; abdomen and under tail-coverts fulvous-white to 
almost pure white. 

After t'he Autumn moult the blue of the head is completely 
concealed by ashy-grey fringes ; the chestnut of the back and the 
black collar hardly show and the fringes on the black parts of the 
head and on the chestnut breast are broader and obscure the other 
colours. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown or blackish brown; bill 
and feet black, the mouth yellowish or flesh-colour. 

Measurements. Total length about 163 to 167 mm.; wing 84 
Lo 89 nun. : tail 64 to 70 mm. ; tarsus about 23 mm. (to 26, 
Wiistler ) ; culraen about 10 lo 12 mm. (“ culineii from skull 14 to 
16*5 mm.,” Whistler). 

Adult female. Upper parts, sides of head and neck and wings 
brown ; the winglet mostly white, the median coverts with broad 
fulvous edges and a white patch but much smaller than in the 
male and much mottled with brown ; rump, upper tail-coverts and 
tail as in the male ; an indistinct ring of white feathers round the 
eye ; lower plumage pale gre3’--bro\vn, tinged here and there with 
rufous-orange and paler on abdomen and vent ; lower tail-coverts 
pale fulvous. 

Measurements. The female is practically the same size as the 
male ; wing 82 to 88 mm. 

The Young have the dark feathers of the upper parts streaked 
with fulvous aud the breast mottled. 

Distribution. Breeding in Turkestan, Trans-Caspia and East 
Persia, aud wandering in winter to South Persia, Afghanistan 
and Kashmir. Marshall found it common near Quetta, Whitehead 
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at Kohat and Kurrain. Kotokhai in tlie Himalayas still remains 
the most Eastern point at which it has been obtained, but to the 
South its pi*e\ iously recorded limit has been great!}' extended by 
Mr. H. Whistler, who found it to be a common winter visitor to 
the Jhang District in the Punjab. 

Nidification. Eggs sent me from Turkestan and also some 
described by Xelirkorn are very like the eggs of Saxicola torquata 
hulica in coloration, but in shape are more narrow' and pointed, 
and in texture harder and more glossy. The reddish markings are 
scattered all over the eggs and do not form definite rings as in the 
Bush-Chat's eggs. They measure about 18‘4xl3-9 mm. 

The nest was said to have been built in an old wall and to have 
been made of grass, moss and roots lined with wool 

Habits. Eversmann’s Eedstart is said to frequent open spaces 
in well-wooded country, and to be a laud-haunter rather than one 
of streams and rivers. AVhiteliead says that its call sounds like a 
croaking “gre-er ” and Whistler says that its ordinary call-note is a 
softer edition of this sound. The latter also refers to its habit, 
common to both sexes, of flirting the tail up and down above the 
level of the back, whereas in the common Eedstart it is only 
shivered. 


(530) PlioBiiicurtis hodgsoni. 

Hodgsok’s Bedstabt. 

RutidUa hodf/soni Moore, P. Z. S., 1864, p. 26, pi. Iviii (Nepal) j 
Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 95. 

Vernacular names. Thar-cajyni (INepal). 

Description. — ^Adnlt male in Summer. Eorehead, lores, sides of 
head and neck, chin, throat and upper breast black; crown, nape, 
back and scapulars ashy, the feathers next the forehead and above 
the lores and eyes paler, in some instances almost wdiite ; lower 
rump, upper tail-coverts and tail chestnut, the central tail-feathers 
are only chestnut on the base and blackish brown elsew'here; 
wing-coverts black, broadly edged with ashy ; quills- brown, the 
innermost secondaries broadly edged with white on the basal 
halves of the outer webs, forming a visible patch of white ; low'er 
plumage chestnut, darkest on the lower breast, palest on the vent 
and lower tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black, the gape 
fleshy-yellow; legs and feet black or dark brown, the soles 
yellowish. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 to 155 mm. ; wing 82 
to 87 mm. ; tail 66 to 68 mm. ; tarsus about 26 mm. ; culinen 
about 11 mm. 

In Winter the feathers of the breast and fore-neck are fringed 
with grey, but these fringes soon wear off. 



PnCENICCTEUS. 


75 


Female. Upper plumage and Triiigs light brown tinged with 
ashy ; rump and tail as in the male ; wing-coverts and quills edged 
paler; a ring ot pale feathers round the eye ; under tail-coverts 
pale chestnut ; remainder ot under plumage pale ashy-brown, 
albescent and tinged with rufous on abdomen, posterior flanks and 
vent. 

Measurements. Eather smaller than the male; wing 79 to 
82 mm.; tail 62 to Oi inm. 

Young are like the female, but the chin, throat and wiiole 
breast ashy-grey w ith pale centres and dark margins, the latter 
extending on to abdomen and posterior flanks. 

Distribution. Breeds in 8outh and Eastern Tibet, West China 
and possibly North Central China. In Winter it is found in the 
lower hills from Nepal to Assam, Manipur, Chin and Kachiii Hills. 

Nidification. This Eedstart breeds in great numbers in South- 
Eastern Tibet, making a nest either just a flat pad or a shallow cup 
of grass, roots, moss, leaves, etc., lined with hair, fur or w'ool. In 
the majority of cases it is placed in holes under stones and 
boulders on hill-sides but it may also be found in walls, 
buildings, banks and cliffs. They breed during May and June, 
odd nests still containing eggs m July and August are possibly 
second broods. They lay four or five eggs wdiich are a skim-inilk 
blue much paler than those of P. 2 }^ainiciiriis but decidedly darker 
on the wdiole than those of P. ocliriirm. 

Fifty eggs average 20-4xl4'7 mm.: maxima 22*3x14-5 and 
21*2 X 16*0 mm. ; minima 19*1 x 14*5 and 21*0 x 14*0 mm. 

Habits. Hodgson’s Eedstart is found during the breeding-season 
from about 10,000 to 17,000 feet but breeds principally betw^een 
12,000 and 14,000, whilst in AVinter it descends right into the 
Plains of Assam, Northern Bengal and Behar, though not nearly 
as commonly in the tw^o latter as the former. In Summer it is 
found frequenting streams and stony hill-sides as w^ell as grass and 
scrub-covered plateaux. In its wdnter haunts it keeps more 
exclusively to the stony beds of rivers but even at this season may 
occasionally be found in scrub and grass-land. It is a very 
tame and confiding bird and frequents at all times culti\ ation and 
the open lands round villages and tow*ns. 

Phmnicurus ochrurus. 

Motadlla oehmra Gmelin, Eeis. Eussl., iii, p. 101 (1774). 

Type-locality: Persia. 

Key to Siihspeeies. 

A. Crown always grey, paler P. o. phccnicuroides, (5,p. 76. 

B. Crown black in summer, darker . . P. o. rufiventris^ cT ; P- 77. 

0. Above fulvous-brown, paler below. . P, o. , p. 76. 

D. Above darker brown tinged rufous, 

darker below P. o. rufventris^ J, p. 77. 
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(531) PhcBnicurus ochrurus phoenicuroides. 

The IvASiTiriE Eedstaet. 

RutmUa 2 ih(Xinlcui'OicU 8 '}L(}ov^^V. Z. S., xxii, p. Ho (1855) (Sliikarpore, 
ISind). 

Ruticilla rnjive^itris, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 95 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Thir-thira^Thirter-Jcanipa (Hind.) ; Phir~ora^ 
Lal-yirdi (Beng.) ; JNiine-hiuU-yadu (Tel.). 

Description. — Adnlt male in Winter. Porehead, sides of head 
and neck, chin, throat and breast black, the feathers more or less 
fringed with grey; crown, nape, hind neck, back and scapulars 
ashy -grey often tinged with rufous ; rump and upper tail-coverts 
bn gilt chestnut ; central tail-feathers brown with chestnut bases 
and very narrow chestnut edges; lateral tail-feathers chestnut; 
win g-eo verts black edged with ashy ; the greater coverts and quills 
brown edged w ith nitons ; abdomen, flanks, vent and under tail- 
coverts deep orange-brown. 

Male in Summer. The broad grey edges to the feathers of the 
upper parts wear off leaving these parts a deep blackish grey, 
occasionally a pure black ; the fringes to the breast and throat 
entirely disappear and the rufous edges to the wing-feathers and 
central tail-feathers also nearly wear away* The crown is always 
more or less grey. 

Measurements. Total length about 155 mm. ; whig 81 to 88 mm. ; 
tail 58 to 60 mm. ; tarsus 24 mm. ; culmen 11 mm. 

* Female. Whole upper plumage pale brown, tinged vvith fulvous ; 
the forehead generally rather paler ; rump, upper tail-coverts and 
tail as in the male but paler ; a ring of pale feathers round the 
eye ; lower surface huffy brown, darkest on the breast, palest on 
the abdomen and tinged with orange on the flanks and abdomen; 
under tail-coverts pale orange-fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black ; mouth 
yellowish ; legs and teet very dark brown to black. 

Measurements. Wing 78 to 83 mm. ; tail 56 to 58 mm. ; tarsus 
24 mill.; culmen 11 mm. 

Young. Ha^e the upper parts barred with dark brown; the 
rufous margins to the wing-feathers very broad ; rump and rail 
like the adult; the underparts are almost white, tinged with 
orange-rufous on breast and flanks and the feathers edged with 
blackish brown. 

Distribution. Breeding in Persia, Turkestan, Afghanistan, Balu- 
chistan, Kashmir and Ladak but not, apparently, South in the 
Simla States and Garhwal, In Winter it is found throughout the 
Western plains and hills of India to Travancore, the IsSgiris and 
Madras. In the East its place is taken by the next bird. 

Kidification. The Kashmir Eedstart’s nest has been taken 
often in Northern and North-Western Kashmir. It also breeds 
throughout the North-Western Frontier from Baluchistan to 
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Gilgit above 10,000 feef-. Tlie nests are o£ the usual Eedstart 
type, roughly put together shallow cups of roots and grasses, a 
little dry moss or a few leaves, with a lining of any fur, hair or 
wool, sometimes mixed with a few feathers. It is placed in a 
hole m almost any position, a bank or cliff, a roadside cutting or 
side of a stream, under a boulder or heap of stones, a mud or stone 
buildmg or even a hole in a tree. The eggs number four to six 
and in colour range from almost white to a pale blue-green. They 
are as a whole the palest, yet. the most glossy of all the Eedstarts’ 
eggs. Thirtv eggs average 1 9*7 x 14*2 nun. : maxima 20*2 x 15-0 
and 20*1 x 15 1 mm. ; minima 18*2 x 13*0 inm. 

Habits. The Kashmir Eedstart is a most familiar little bird in 
most parts of India during the cold-weather months frequenting 
gardens and the open surroundings of houses and cultivation just 
as much as bare stony hills and open wastes. Like the Chats it 
often perches on bushes and shrubs, flirting its tail and making 
little rallies to the ground after insects and its funny little croaking 
cry, typical of the Eedstarts yet so unusual for a bird, is familar 
to everyone in India. It is one of the earliest birds to commence 
feeding in the morning and in the fast-settling dusk of the tropical 
evening it may often be seen, a flitting shadow in the bed of some 
forest-stream, feeding on the insects which emerge in the twilight. 
Tet, in spite of its crepuscular habits it also feeds in the blazing 
midday sun, perched on some half-baked stone in the hottest ot 
deserts. 


(532) Phoenicurus ochrurus rufiventris. 

The Ea-sterk" l2s-DiA2r Eedstaet. 

(Enanthe rufiventris Vieill , Nouv Diet. dTlist. Nat., Nouv. ed,, xxi, 
p. 431 (1818) (Bengal) 

JRuticilla mfioentris. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 96 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Pliir-ora, Lal-girdi (Beng.). 

Description. — Adult male in Winter. Similar to the Western 
bird, but richer chestnut below and darker grev above. 

In Summer the head becomes wholly black, the grey crown not 
being retained as in P. o. ^^Imnicuroides, 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 86 to 89 mm. ; tail 68 to 62 mm. ; tarsus 
25 mm. ; culmen 12 mm. 

Female much darker both above and below than the last bird ; 
the upper parts browner and with a stronger rufous tinge. 

Measurements. Wing 82 to 87 mm. 

Distribution. Tibet, very rarely Sikkim and Nepal, East to the 
Mountains of Central and North China and South Mongolia. In 
Winter it is common in Assam, Manipur, Burma and South-West 
China. It occurs also, but is not common, in. Bengal and Behar 
a*nd extends to Orissa but not to Madras. 
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Mdification. The Eastern Redstart breeds in very great 
numbers in South, Central aud Eastern Tibet from 10,000 to 
15,000 feet, making a nest similar to that of the Western bird 
and placing it in exactly the same kiud of place. A curious nest 
found in a heap of stones just outside the town of G-yantse in 
Tibet was composed entirely of scraps of rice-paper with a lining 
of goat’s hair. The eggs number four to six, most often five, and 
are indistinguishable from those of the last bird. One hundred 
eggs average 20*0 x 14--6 mm. : maxima 22*0 X 15*0 and 21-0 x 
15*4 mm. ; minima 18*4 X 13*8 mm. 

The breeding-season lasts from May to August and probably 
many birds rear two broods. 

Habits. The Eastern Indian Redstart seems to be more a forest- 
bird than its "Western cousin. In the Assam hills it may be found 
in any small open space, however hemmed in by forest, and it is 
very partial to bamboo-jungle bordering streams. This bird some- 
times jerks its tail right over its back, semi-spreading it as it does 
so, at other times it “ shivers’’ it or flirts it gently up and down. 
The first action is nearly always accompanied by movements of the 
feet, but the second is not. Eroin October to March it wanders 
out far into the plains of Assam and Burma, whilst in Summer it 
is found up to 17,000 feet, and Wollastou records it at 20,000 feet 
when migrating past Mt. Everest. 

Phoenicurus erythrogaster. 

MotacillaerythrooastraQivXdi&n.^\^d.tjlRoY, Com. Petrop. xi.x, p. 460 
(1776). 

Type-locality : Caucasus. 

(533) Phoenicurus erythrogaster grandis. 

GuxDE]srsTAi)T’s Redstabt. 

jRutidlla grandU Gould, P. Z. S., 1849, p. 112 (1850) (Afghanistan). 

HiiticUla erythrogaster, IBlanf . & Oates, ii, p. 97. 

Veniacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male in Summer. Crown, nape and hind 
neck pure white, the latter with a few ashy-grey margins ; fore- 
head, back, scapulars, wing- coverts, sides of head' and neck, chin, 
throat and breast black ; quills brownish black, the primaries and 
outer secondaries with broad white bases ; remainder of plumage 
deep chestnut, the tips of the central tail-feathers brownish. 

In Winter the white feathers of the crown are fringed with grey 
and the black portions of the plumage, more especially the lower 
breast, are also fringed to some extent with ashy-grey. 

The chestnut parts in this race are not nearly so rich or deep in 
colour as they are in true erythrogast&i\ 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill, legs and feet black. 
According to Hume the bill is yellow at the gape. 
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Measurements. Wing 102 to 111 mm. (in one case 97 mm.); 
tail 70 to 76 mm. ; tarsus about 26 mm. ; culmeii about 13 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage and wings light ashy-brown, some- 
times with an almost vinous tinge; edges of wing-feathers dull 
fulvous- white ; rump to tail as in the male, but duller and paler 
and the central tail-feathers more hrown ; below fulvous-grey, 
sometimes albescent on throat and more fulvous on abdomen and 
vent ; under tail-coverts pale fulvous-rufous. 

Measurements. Wing 95 to 99 mm.; tail 62 to 68 mm.; culmen 
12 to 13 mm. 

The young bird is like the female, but has the feathers of the 
head and back with dark edges and of the uuderparts with pale 
centres and dark margins. 

Distribution. Kashmir and the extreme K.E. Frontier to 
Sikkim, Tibet and Kansu. It is also found in East Turkestan, 
the Altai and the Trans-Baikal Country. 

Nidification, That of the genus. The eggs are pure blue and 
measure about 22*0 x 15*5 mm. The breeding-season is June. 
Whistler took its nest in Lahul at 16,000 feet. 

Habits. In Summer this bird is found up to at least 16,000 feet 
frequenting the vicinity of water, both running and still, and also 
low, open hill-sides. In Winter it is found down as low as tlie 
foot-hills and adjoining Plains. 

Genus CHAIMAREHOENIS. 

Hodgs. in Gray’s Zool. Hisc. p. 82 (1844) . 

Type, (7. Uucocephala. 

The genus ChaimarrJiornis consists of one species, which is a true 
Redstart, but almost aquatic in its habits like the Forktails and 
Mhyacornisr 

The sexes are alike, the nestlings mottled ; the tail is well 
rounded, the wing long hut with large first primary, equal to half 
the length of the second ; the tarsus is long and strong. 


(534) Gbaimarrhomis leucocepliala* 

The White-capped Redstaht. 

Tliasmcura leucocephala Vigors, P. Z. S., 1830, p. 35 (Himalayas). 

Chimarrhornis l&icocephalus, Bianf, & Oates, ii, p. 89. 

Vernacular names. Gir-chaondia (Hind.) ; Kali-pholia (Mohun 
Ghat) ; Mati-ta;p-pho (Lepcha) ; Ghidia-mati (Bhut.). 

Description. Crown and nape white ; rest of head, back and 
wings glossy blue-black; rump, upper tail-coverts and lower parts 
from breast rich chestnut ; tail, basal two-thirds chestnut, rest 
black. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris deep brown or hazel ; bill blach, gape 
fleshy ; legs and feet dark brown, claws black. 

Measurements. Total length about 190 mm. ; wing 85 to 
102 min. ; tail 68 to 77 mm. ; tarsus 29 to 31 mm. ; culmen 13-5 
to 14’ 5 mm. 

Chinese birds seem rather large, wing 93 to 102 mm. as against 
extremes of 85 to 99 min. in IN'.W. Indian birds. 

Young. Have the feathers of the crown edged with blackish 
brown ; the black parts of the adult more brownisli, especially 
below ; the feathers of the upper parts are spotted with talvous- 
brown and below are fringed with rufous; the brown of the 
breast extends on to the abdomen, where it is much suffused with 
rufous, which blends into the chestnut of the under tail-coverts. 
Tail as in the adult. 

As the rufous margins wear off the plumage becomes much 
blacker, but does not seem to acquire the blue-black* of the adult 
until after the first spring moult. 

Distribution. From Afghanistan and Baluchistan, G-ilgit and 
Cashmere to extreme Eastern Assam, North and South of the 
Brahmaputra, Tibet, Setchnan to the Yangtse. The Northern 
Burmese Hills, North Siam, Shan States and Yunnan. 

Nidification. The White-capped Redstart breeds from Afghan- 
istan to Western China at all heights between 6,000 and 
16,000 feet, but generally between 8,000 and 14,000 feet. It 
makes a deep and rather massive cup-shaped nest, which it gene- 
rally places in a crevice, or on a ledge, of rook on the banks of a 
river or hill-stream. At other times it may be placed under a 
stone or the roots of a tree on a bonk and occasionally in a hole in 
a bank or even in tree-trunks. Most nests are placed beside or 
near water, but it may also be built at a considerable distance 
from it. It is made of moss, leaves, roots and grass lined with 
fur, wool or hair, or any one or more of these mixed with grass. 

The eggs number three or four, very rarely five. The ground- 
colour is a pale blue or blue-green, rarely with a pinkish tinge 
and the marks consist of specks and spots of reddish brown with 
others underlying them of grey and neutral tint. In the majority 
of eggs the markings are fairly numerous over the whole surface, 
in others they are very small and sparse and in a very few bold 
and large, forming caps. 

Fifty eggs average 24-6 x 16*8 mm. : maxima 25-2 x 16-7 and 
23-8 X 17*3 mm.; minima 22'2xl7*0 and 22'3xl5‘9 mm. 

The breeding-season, is May and June, but nests have been 
taken in August, and many birds probably have a second brood. 

Habits. This Redstart is essentially a bird of rivers and streams, 
seldom being found away from them. They feed principally on 
insects which they catch on the shingle on river-banks or on 
islands in the river, and they are much more active on their legs 
than most Redstarts and not so prone to haunting one particular 
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starting- or observation -point. They extend down to the foot- 
hills and plains adjacent to tliem in winter and in summer wander 
lip to nearly 18,000 feet. 

Genus RHYACORNIS. 

Blanf., J. A. S. B., xli, 2, p. 51 (1873). 

Type, i2. fuliginosa. 

The genus Eh^/acoroiis contains one species only, which extends 
from the Eastern Himalayas to Eorniosa and which is remarkably 
constant in coloration throughout nearly the M'hole of this area. 
It is closely allied to both Phc&niaut'us and ChaimarrJiornis. Erom 
both of these, however, it differs in the shorter tail and in the 
strong rictal bristles ; from the latter also it differs in the sexes 
being totally different in colour, tlie female being practically all 
grey with no red on the tail. 

The Eormosan form has been separated by Ogilvie-Grant under 
the name of j5./. affinis. 


(635) Ehyacornis ftdiginosa ftliginosa. 

The Plumbeous Redstart, 

Fhoanicura fuliginosa Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, p, 36, 

Ehyacornis fuliginosus. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 98. 

Vemacular names. Saradum parho-pho (Lepcha) ; ChUbbia 
nukki (Bhutea). 

Description. — Adult male. Whole plumage dull cyaneous the 
lores almost or quite black and the ear-coverts and sides of the 
neck often darker than the upper plumage ; wings black edged 
cyaneous and the greater coverts sometimes tipped with white 
specks : upper and lower tail-coverts, tail and vent bright 
chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black; legs and 
feet dark brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 mm. ; wing 72 to 81 mm . ; 
tail 46 to 52 mm. ; tarsus about 24 mm. ; culmen about 11 mm. 

Adult female. Whole upper plumage bluish ashy-brown ; wing- 
coverts and inner secondaries brown edged with fulvous-rufous 
and with a white spot at the tip ; greater coverts, primaries and 
outer secondaries brown with pale edges ; upper and lower tail- 
coverts white ; tail dark brown with broad white bases, the white 
increasing on the outer feathers until it covers all but the tip and 
edge of the outer web of the outermost ; whole lower plumage 
ashy-blue, each feather with a bold white bar ; the chin and throat 
are generally tinged with rufous, the same colour extending to the 
cheek and round the eye. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male. 

TOl. II. G 
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DflEeasuremeuts. Wing about 70 to 73 mm. ; tail about 45 to 
50 mm. 

Nestlings are brown above, each feather with a fulvous central 
spot ; below they are fulvous, the feathers edged with blackish ; 
abdomen and vent whitish ; tail as in the female. 

Distribution. Hiinala_yas from Afghanistan and Baluchistan to 
Eastern Assam and Tibet ; Northern Burma and the Burmese 
TTills to Tenasserim, Northern Siam, Yunnan, Central and South 
China and Hainan, but not Formosa where it is replaced by 
Ogilvie-Grant’s B. /. affinis. 

NidijS-cation. The Plumbeous Bedstart breeds from 4,000 to 
12,000 feet, and possibly up to 14,000 feet on the Tibetan 
plateaux, during April, May and the early part of June, sometimes 
having a second brood in the end of June and in July. Stoliczka 
found it bleeding at 13,000 feet in the Spiti Valley, and Macdonald 
sent me nests from between 13,000 and 14,000 feet above 
Ehamtso. The nest is a lovely little cup made principally of 
living green moss, sometimes mixed vidth roots, a few leaves and 
fern-rachides. The lining is normally of fine roots and hair-like 
fibres, but occasionally hair or wool is employ erl. It is placed in 
almost any hind of natural hollow beside a stream ; the site may 
be a hole amongst the roots or m the trunk of a tree, in amongst 
boulders and rocks or just in a ^loping bank. Wherever placed it 
is almost always well concealed. 

The eggs vary from three to five, generally four. The ground- 
colour is a pale greenish or yellowish stone, sometimes almost a 
pure pale sea-green. The markings consist of specks and small 
blotches of reddish brown, sometimes tiny and sparsely scattered 
all over the surface, sometimes larger and more numerous and 
then generally disposed in a ring or cap at the larger end. 

One hundred eggs average 18*7 x 14-5 mm. : the maxima are 
20*2 X 14-9 and 20-0 x 15*5 mm. ; minima 17'2x 14-1 and 19*0 x 
13*5 mm. 

Habits. The Plumbeous Eedstart is a typical Redstart in all its 
ways, but keeps practically entirely to the beds of streams and 
rivers. It is a most active energetic little bird, everlastingly 
flicking its tail as it perches on some convenient stone in the 
middle of the stream. From this it makes little sallies after 
insects, sometimes catching them on the wing like a Flycatcher, 
sometimes pursuing them with tiny, rapid steps, over stones and 
shallows. It will enter comparatively deep water after \^ater- 
insects and occasionally disappears underneath altogether. 

It is probable that this little Eedstart does not always acquire 
adult plumage the first spring, for birds in female plumage always 
number several to every bird in male plumage and, at least twice, 
I have seen males actually breeding in female plumage. 

This little Eedstart often sings in wintei*, and two males will 
fight if they meet or will dance to one another as in the 
breeding-season, quivering a few inches over the rushing stream 
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of some mountain torrent, \^ings and tail wide outspread, for two 
or three minutes at a time before returning to the stone from 
which they started. They are very crepuscular in their habits. 

Genus CYABTOSYLVIA. 

Brehm, Isis, 1828, p. 920. 

Type, C, sxtecica Linn. 

The genus Cyanosylvia contains two species of Blue-throats 
found in India, birds which are allied to the Bobin, though, like 
the Eedstarts, they have a good deal of red on the base of the 
tail. The males have the chin and throat a brilliant blue, but the 
females are plain brown birds with less bright colouring. 

In Cyanosyluia the tail is short, only twice the length of the 
tarsus, the rictal bristles are not well developed though present 
and the bill is slender. 

The name OyantcuHa^ used by Oates in the ^Avifauna,’ cannot 
be used, as in the ‘ Isis * on an earlier page Brehm had already 
given this bird as the type of Gyanosylvia, 

Until recently the Red-spotted and 'White-spotted Blue-throats 
have generally been considered geographical races of the same 
species, but as Ludlow and Osmaston have obtained the two forms 
breeding in the same area they niust either be given the status of 
species or rank merely as dimorphic forms of the same species. 

Key to Speeies. 

A. Throat blue with a chestnut spot in 

the centre Cl suedca, J , p. 84. 

B. Throat either wholly blue or with a 

white spot in the centre C. cyanecukij (S, p. 86. 

O. Throat whitish or buff with a erorget of j]p. 84. 

black spots C. cyanecula and suecica, 2 » 

Gyanosylvia suecica. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Throat darker blue, red spot paler . . C. s. suecica, p. S3. 

B. Throat paler blue, red spot more 

rusty. 

a. Upper parts paler, red tinge wanting . C. s. palUdogulads, p. 85 
5. Upper parts darker, red tinge ob- 
vious C. s. robiisia, p. 85. 

(536) Gyanosylvia suecica suecica. 

THJB WHSTEEir EeD-SPOTTED BliTra-XHBOAT. 

MotaeiUa suecica Linn , S. N., i, p. 187 (1758) (Sweden). 

Cyanecula suecica. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 99 (part.). 

Yemacular names. Musseni Pidda (Hind.); Nil-hwnthe (IT. 
in the N.) ; Ghunpigera, Garpedra (Bengali) ; Dwmhah (Sind). 

g2 
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Description. — ^Adnlt male. Whole upper plumage brown, the 
feathers of the forehead and fore crown with dark centres, and the 
rump, upper tail-coverts and wing-coverts sometimes slightly- 
tinged with rufous ; wing-quills, tail and longest tail-coverts 
blackish brown edged with rnfescent ; outer tail-feathers rufous 
on the basal two-thirds ; chin and throat bright blue ; lower throat 
chestnut surrounded with blue ; this is succeeded by a broad band 
of black and a still broader band of chestnut, the two more or less 
separated by a white band ; lores blackish ; a supercilium from the 
nostrils to the ear-coverts buff ; cheeks, ear-coverts and behind the 
eye mixed fulvous and dark brown ; from breast to vent fulvous, 
albescent on the centre of the belly; under tail-coverts buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown, eyelids plumbeous ; bill 
black, horny or lleshy at the base ; legs and feet fleshy brown, 
light brown or ratlier dark brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm. ; wing 71 to 78 min. ; 
tail 54 to 58 mm. ; tarsus about 27 to 28 inm. ; culmen 12 to 
13 mm. 

Female. Similar to the male above but duller and with a white 
instead of a buff supercilium. Below, the chin and throat is a 
huffy white ; a gorget of dull black spots extends from the corners 
of the lower mandible down the sides of the neck and across the 
breast and occasionally a little rufous shows on the breast below 
and above tjns gorget ; the remainder of the plumage is dull huffy 
Avhite darker on the flanks. 

Nestling. Above dark brown streaked with fulvous, below dull 
fulvous, each feather edged with black. 

Distribution. Breeding from Lapland and Sweden through the 
North-East of Europe and North-West of Asia to the Tenissei, 
In Winter it wanders South to North Africa, South-East Europe 
and North-West India. As this race has always been confused 
with the Eastern form, jiallidogulanris^ it is impossible to say how 
far South and East the records refer to it. 

Nidification. The Western Eed-spotted Blue-throat breeds 
throughout its Northeru habitat from the end of May (in the 
more Southern areas) to early July (in the most Northern). It 
makes a nest of grass, leaves and roots, lined with grass and placed 
in among the roots of grass or bushes on a bank or piece of 
swampy ground. The eggs vary from four to six in number and 
are a light greenish or brownish olive, sometimes, according to 
Dresser, mottled or clouded with darker at the larger end. One 
hundred eggs average 18*5xl4'0 mm. and the extremes are: 
maxima 20*7 X 14*0 and 19-3 x 15*0 mm. ; minima 17-0 x 14-2 and 
17*3x12*8 mm. 

Habits. This bird is said to be very like a Hedge-Accentor in 
its habits ; creeping quietly and unobtrusively about bushes and 
long grass, feeding on insects and, less often, on seeds. In the 
non -breeding season when it visits India it seems to be less 
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secretive and ma.y be often seen perched on some twig of a busli, 
flirting and expanding its tail like a Bedstart. It has a short but 
rather fine song in the breeding-season which Whitehead 
syllabifies as, “ Pray did he then " constantly repeated. With xis 
it IS seldom that anytlnug but its rather loud metallic ‘‘chic chic” 
is heard. It seems always to prefer damp or swampy ground, 
where it keeps low down in the reeds, sometimes feeding on the 
ground in the drier parts. 

(537) Cyanosylvia snecica pallidogularis. 

The Eastern Bed-spotted JBdub-throat. 

Cy anemia suecica lyallidogxilaru Sarudny, Mat. z. Kennt. d. Eauua 
& F. d. Buss. Reichs, pp. 171 and 312 (1897) (Orenburg). 

Cy anemia mecica, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 99 (part.). 

Vernacular names. The same as for the last bird. 

Description. Similar to Q. s. medca but with the throat paler 
and the red spot large and rusty-red ; the upper parts are a trifle 
paler than in the typical form. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last bird. 

Females taken by Osmaston breeding in Ladakh show a great 
deal of blue on the throat. 

Distribution. According to Hartert this form breeds in West 
Turkestan to East Trans-Caspia and to the Southern Urals, 
wandering as far as North-West India etc. in Winter. The birds 
from the Altai and Eastern Turkestan he separates as cUscessa 
(Mad.), said to be a slightly smaller and still paler form. From the 
material available in the British Museum I cannot distinguish 
between these forms and birds killed in India in Winter range 
from the smallest and palest to specimens equal to the darkest 
Western European specimens. 

In India this Blue-throat is found practically all over India and 
Ceylon. 

NidificatioiL. Ludlow (Journ. B. N. H. S. xxvii, p. 143) writes 
that he obtained a nest with four eggs of this Blue-throat at 
Mulbek in Ladak with four eggs measuring 19*75-20'25 x 14-75- 
16*0 mm. At Bhet Kharta, a day’s inarch distant, he found two 
nests of the Eastern White-spotted Blue-throat. More recently 
Osmaston has found both species breeding together in the same 
country. 

Habits. Those of the preceding race. 

(538) Cyanosylvia suecica robusta. 

The Chinese Bed-spotted BiiTJB-thboat. 

Cyanecula suecica rolusta Buturlin, Psoveia i Buzh. Okhota (1907) 
(Kolyma Delta). 

Cyanecula suecicn, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 99 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Ghmpigera^ Gurugedra (Beng.). 
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Description. An altogether darker bird in ever}'' respect than 
the two preceding races and differs generally in having more of 
a red tinge on the ruuiip*and upper tail-covei-ts. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 68 to 79 mm., with the smallest and 
biggest birds occurring in China; culnieii about 13, rarely 15 mm. 

Distribution. Apjiarently breeding in Eastern Siberia and 
•wintering in South China, Burma, Assam, and Eastern Bengal to 
iN’epal and Sikkim. Two specimens from the Andamans are ot* 
this form. 

Nidification and Habits. Those of tlie species. Stevens found 
this race common in the plains ot North Lakhimpur in Winter, 
haunting the grass-lands and vast swampy reed-beds of that 
district. 


Cyanosylvia cyanecnla. 

tSylviacymiecula Wolf, Taschenb. i, p. 240 (1810). 

Type-locality ; Anhalt, Germany. 

The only race of this bird found in India is G. c, abhotti, which 
differs from the typical form in being darker and rather redder on 
the upper parts and in having a less distinct supercilium. 


t639) Cyanosylvia cyanecula abbotti. 

The Easteu^t White-spotted BiitrE-THROAT. 

Cyanecihla abhotti Richmond, Proc. U.S. N. Mus., xviii, p. 484 
(1895) (Nubra Valley, Lad^c). 

Cyammla wolji, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 100. 

Veruacular names. The same, where found, as for the White- 
spotted birds. 

Description. Differs from G, s, suecica and its geographical races 
in having a white spot instead of a red on the centre of the throat ; 
occasionally the throat is wholly blue. 

Frequently there is a little red showing on the centre of the 
white spot and sometimes there is a small spot entirely red. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other forms of Cyanosylvia. 

Measurements. Wing 71 to 74 mm. ; tail 53 to 55 mm. ; tarsus 
about 28 mm. ; culmen 14 to 15 mm. (trom edge of forehead 16*7 
to 17‘5 mm., Hartert), 

Distribution. Pamirs, East Turkestan, Kashmir, Ladak and 
Western Tibet.* I have received eggs of a Gycmosylvia from Tibet 
taken near G-yantse, but the skins sent were too bad to enable the 
race to be determined. 

In Winter it is found South in Kaslimir and Q-arhwal and 
occasionally in the plains of the North-West, Behar and even in 
Assam. 
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Nidification. Ludlow found two nests at Bhot Karba on 24th 
June, 1919, the first of which contained four hard-set eggs and the 
second four young. The nests are described as cup-shaped, made 
of dry grass and placed on the ground among long grass and low 
bushes. The eggs were “ sage-grem suffused with reddish brown ” 
and they “measured 19-76-20’25 x 14‘75-15-0 mm.’’ 

Habits. This bird is far less of a wanderer than the Bed-spotted 
Blue-throat and though it has not nearly so far to travel is never 
found far out in the plains as that bird is. It breeds between 
12,000 and 14,000 feet in Northern Kashmir and North-East 
Ladak, probably a good deal higher also and possibly down as low 
as 10,000 feet. In winter it comes down as low as 6,000 feet, but 
often stays throughout the winter at heights much above tliis. 
It is not rare in Assam at about 3,000 feet and is found thence all 
along the outer, lower ranges of the Himala\^a5 between 2,000 
^nd 9,000 feet from September to April. It has been obtained in 
the plains oi: Oachar, Assam and Behar but such occurrences are 
very rare. 

In actions, food, voice, etc., it differs in no way from its 
White-spotted cousin and it is the same quiet skulker as that bird. 
It does not, however, seem to he so much addicted to swampy 
wet ground, though it is most common in the vicinity of rivers 
and lakes, such as the Shick, Tsomorari, etc. 

Genus LUSCIHIA. 

Forster, Syn. Cat. Brit. B., 1817, p. 14. 

Type, L, megarJiyncha. 

The genus Luscinia is very close both to the preceding genus 
Cyanosylvia and the next one Calliojpe but differs from both of 
these in having the two sexes alike. The first primary, though 
varying considerably in length, is always very short, measuring less 
than a third of the second primary which is long. The tail is long 
and the tarsus ratiier long and stout. 

Luscinia megarhyncha. 

Luscinia megarhynckos Brehm, Vdg. Deutschl. p. 356 (1831). 

Type-locality : Germany. 

The only race of this species ever found in India is L. m, gohzii^ 
the Persian Nightingale, easily distinguished from all its Western 
cousins by its very long tail and longer biU. 

(540) Luscinia megarhyncha golzii. 

The TuBKBSTAisr NiomriNOALE. 

Lasciola golzii Cabanis, Jour. f. Om., 1878, p. 79 (Turkestan). 

Laulias golzii. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 101. 

Yemacnlar names. 8anduas (Tartar) ; SoeTiak (Armenian). 
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Description. The whole upper plumage and the margins of the 
wing-feathers russet-brown; brighter on the upper tail-coverts 
and tail ; wings brown ; lores, cheeks and the whole lower 
plumage pale buff, palest and often almost white on the chin, 
throat and centre of the abdomen and rather more huff on the 
under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel; bill dark horny-brown, paler 
below; legs and feet light brown to rather dark horny-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 185 to 195 mm, ; wing 91 to 
97 mm.; tail 76 to 81 min. ; tarsus about 28 mm. ; culmen about 
14 mm. 

The Eastern or Turkestan Nightingale can be separated at once 
from other races by its long tail which in the Euiopean and West 
Asiatic birds only runs up to about 65 mm. (measured from external 
base of feathers). The first primary is about equal to the primary 
coverts in our form, whereas in the British bird it is much longer. 
Variations in these latter measurements are, however, somewhat 
numerous. The true Persian Nightingale is a still larger, darker 
bird, L, m. africana (P. & E.). 

Distribution. Breeding from Turkestan, the Kirghis Steppes, 
Trans-Caspia to the Tian-Schan. In Winter it migrates to South 
Arabia and has wandered twice into India, two specimens having 
been obtained in Oudh. 

Nidification. The Turkestan Nightingale breeds during May 
and June making a cup-shaped nest of grass, dead leaves, etc., 
which it places either on the ground or, preferably, in a tangle of 
rose-bush and briars, a foot or two above it. 

It lays four or five eggs of the same deep olive-brown as those 
of the European Nightingales, some more brown, some moregreen^ 
which measure about 22*6 x 16*1 mm. 

Habits. The habits of all the Nightingales are much the same 
wherever found. They are shy, secretive birds, feeding much on 
the ground and amongst dense bushes and briars etc., but they also 
have the same beautiful song, even if the Eastern birds’ notes are 
not quite so full and sweet as those of its European cousin. This 
race is much more a frequenter of gardens than our English bird 
is, perhaps because so many of the gardens are so much bigger and 
wilder. 


Genus GEANDALA. 

Grandala Hodga., J. A. S. B., xii, p. 447 (1843). 

Type, Grandala ccelicolor. 

The genus Grcmdala contains one bird of remarkable 
form whose true afS.nities are not easy to determine. It was 
placed by Seehohm with the Thrushes, by Jerdon with the 
ScucicolincR and by Oates with his I^cenicurince. Its near.est 
relations are possibly JSfotodela, differing from this genus principally 
in its very long wing and small first primary. This character, the 
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long wing, is alone sufficient to separate it widely from the short- 
winged Brachypterygince which Oates suggests as an alternative 
position. 

The plumage oE the nestling is like that of the female which is 
streaked, but the streaks are larger, bolder and more numerous 
and may be considered quite typical of the Turdmce, 

In Qrandala the bill is about half the length of the head and 
rather slender; the nasal membrane is clothed with plumelets to 
its middle and the rictal bristles are rather long ; the wing is 
very long, the first primary minute and the second reaches to the 
tip of the wing ; the tail is square and rather longer than half the 
wing; the tarsus is slender, smooth and fairly long. The sexes are 
differently coloured and the plumage is rather soft and copious. 

In general appearance, this bird is not unlike species of the 
genera MyiopJioneus and Am^enga and eventually it may have to 
be removed to a position close to them among the Turdincs. 


(S41) Qrandala coelicolor. 

Hodgson’s Gbandada. 

Grandala codicolor Hodgs., J. A. S, B., xii, p. 447 (3843) (Nepal) ; 
Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 110, 

Vernacnlar names. None recorded. 

Description. — ^Adult male. Wings, with the exception of the 
lesser and median wing-coverts, winglet and tail black, the feathers 



Fig, 9. — Head of Gr, coslicolor. 


edged with deep blue ; remainder of plumage bright purple-blue, 
brighter below and still brighter and more ultramarine on the 
npper tail-coverts. 

' Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill, legs and feet 
black. 

Measurements. Total length about 220 mm.; wing 136 to 
T43 mm. (W. China) ; 143 to 150 mm. (India) ; tail 82 to 87 mm. ; 
tarsus about 28 to 29 mm.; culmen 16 to 17 mm. 

Female. Whole plumage brown, darker above and paler below, 
with a tinge of slaty-blue on scapulars, rump, and upper tail- 
coverts ; chin dull fulvous ; crown, nape, upper back, throat, breast 
and abdomen streaked with pale, dull fulvous or fulvous-white ; 
a patch of white on the outer web of the inner primaries connecting 
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with another similar patch on the lores of the secondaries, the 
innermost of which are also tipped with white. 

Young. Like the female but more broadly and profusely streaked 
with pale fulvous or white, the streaks on the throat and breast 
becoming broad, triangular spots. 

Young males acquire the dark wings and tail of the adult at 
the first Autumn moult as well as a considerable amount of blue. 
The fully adult plumage is attained at the first Spring moult. 

Distribution. Garhwal, Nepal, Sikkim, Tibet and mountains of 
Western China. The Western Chinese birds are brighter and 
rather smaller and may eventually have to be separated. 

Nidifi-cation. Whymper found two nests in the middle of July 
with well-grown young above the snow-line in Garhwal at about 
16,700 feet and his collector took a nest with two eggs in June 
at about the same place. A nest is described as “ placed under a 
ledge of rock at the top of a snow-bank, neatly built of fine moss 
with a lining of feathers, a rather large nest, 9 inches across, 
internally inches.” 

The eggs are typical Thrushes’ eggs, not unlike many of those 
of GeoddiLa^ the ground-colour is a pale greenish white and they 
are plentifully blotched and spotted all over with primary markings 
ot reddish brown and secondary markings of neutral tint and 
purplish grey. They measure 26*9 x 20’5 and 28*4 x 18*9 mtn. 

Habits. The Grandala is a bird of the very highest altitudes, 
apparently breeding above 16,000 feet only and certainly 
wandering up to 20,000, whilst, in Summer, it seems seldom to 
venture below 14,000 and even in Winter not below some 10,000 
feet. They consort in large flocks, Wollaston mentions flocks of 
50, which do not altogether disperse in the breeding months, the 
birds continuing to collect together when feeding. As far as is 
known, they are entirely insectivorous, feeding much on a small 
white moth. The flight is described by Wollaston as like that of 
a Starling but according to Whymper it is exactly like that of the 
fasier-flying Thrushes. 


Genua CALIIOPE. 

Guuld, B. of Europe, pi. 118 (1837). 

Type, Erithama calliope. 

This genus is very doubtfully separable from Gyanosylvia and 
like that genus the males have brilliantly coloured throats, only 
scarlet instead ot blue, wiiilst the females are plain-coloured. 
The first primary is comparatively long, and the tarsus is also long 
and suited for the birds’ terrestrial habits. All the species are 
migratory. 

Key to Species, 


A. No white on the tail-feathers C, caUiopef p. 91. 

B. Base or tip of tail, or both, white. 

а. Sides ot cheeks black. C, pectoralis^ p. 92. 

б. A broad white moustachial streak C. p. 94. 
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(542) Calliope calliope. 

The CoMMOisr Ruby-throat. 

Motadlla calliope Pall., Reiae Russ. Reichs, iii, p. 697 (1776) 
( Yenesei). 

Calliope camtscliatkenna, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 102. 

Vernacolar names. Gunpicjora (Beng.) ; Ganyula (Nep.). 

Description. — Adult male. Whole upper plumage oli\ e- brown, 
the feathers of the head faintly edged paler and centred darker, 
but as a rule the upper parts appear unicoloured ; tail brown 
edged with olive-brown; wdngs brown, the feathers edged with 
rutous olive-brown ; a line from the forehead to the eye and a 
broad cheek-stripe white ; lores and under the eye blackish ; chin. 



Fig. 10. — ^Head of G» ccHliope, 


throat and fore-neck ruby-scarlet surrounded by a narrow black 
line ; in fresh plumage the red feathers have a tiny white speck 
at the tip which soon becomes abraded ; upper breast brownish 
grey, shading to buff-grey on lower breast and flanks and to 
almost u'hite on the abdomen and under tail-coverts ; axillaries 
buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill light to dark brown, 
paler at the base and almost w’hite at the gape ; legs and feet 
pale plumbeous or horny brown ; claws darker. 

Measurements. Total length about 155 mm. ; wing 70 to 
83 mm. ; tail about 55 to 65 mm. ; tarsus 30 to 32 mm. ; culmen 
13 to 16 mm. 

Female differs from the male in having no scarlet or black on 
the chin and throat; the former is w’’hite and the latter shades 
into the huffy brown of the breast ; the lores and cheeks are 
dark brown and the moustaehial streak dull. 

Nestlings are mottled and moult into the plumage of the adult 
female in the first autumn, many young males, however, obtaining 
a trace of red on the throat. 

Distribution. Breeding practically throughout the w^hole of 
Northern and North Central Asia, from West Siberia to Behring 
Islaud, the Kuriles, North-East China, etc. In Winter it is found 
throughout Northern India, as far South as Bombay, Raipur and 
Orissa, Burma South to Tenasserim, Siam, Shan States, Yunnan, 
South China, Hainan, Formosa and the Philippines. 

Nidiffcation. The Ruby-throat breeds during June and July, 
making a domed nest of grass lined with finer bits of the same 
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which it places on the ground under the shelter of a hush or 
tussock of grass in thick cover. The eggs are four or five in 
number and are of a rather grey blue-green sometimes quite 
unspotted, at other times with a faint ring of reddish freckling 
about the larger end. In shape they are rather long ovals, often 
somewhat pointed. The surface is hard and slightly glossy aud 
the texture very close. 

Sixteen eggs taken by Taczanowski measure 20*4-22x15- 
16 mm. 

Habits. This bird, like the other Ruby-throats, keeps much to 
wooded or scrub-jungle localities, especially to such as have water 
near. It feeds on insects, principally on the ground but also 
amongst the grass and reeds and low bushes. "When on the 
ground it has a habit of flicking its semi-expanded tail over its 
back, but otherwise moves about very quietly. It has a sweet 
but rather monotonous little song which it sings perched on the 
upper twigs of some low bush. 

Calliope pectoralis. 

Key to StJtbspecies. 

A. Upper parts dark slaty-grey, crown next 

foxeheii broadly blackish C,p. pectoralis, p. 92. 

B. Upper parts ashy slaty-grey, crown next 

forehe^ narrowly blackish C.p. confusa, p. 93. 

(543) Calliope pectoralis pectoralis. 

The HjmaIiAYan Etjby-throat. 

Calliope pectoralis Gould, leones Av., pt. ii, pi. iv (1837) (West 
Himalayas) ; Blanf . & Oates, ii, p. 103. 

Vernacular names. Daogulugajao (Cachari). 

Bescription. — Adult male. Rorebead and short supercilium 
white ; whole upper surface slaty-grey, more or less tinged with 
ashy and darker next the white forehead ; lores, sides of the head, 
chin and throat black ; ear- coverts and behind them greyer ; wing- 
coverts like the back ; quills dark brown edged with olive-rufous ; 
tail dark brown, sometimes blackish, the lateral feathers white on 
rather more than the basal half and tipped white ; chin and 
throat bright crimson ; breast black, fringed with olive-brown or 
ashy-brown ; remainder of lower parts white, the flanks suffused 
with grey or, occasionally, with olive-brown. In breeding 
plumage the upper parts are more ashy and the breast is wholly 
black or almost so. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown or hazel ; bill black, 
lighter at the tip ; legs and feet brown, fleshy-brown or plumbeous 
brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 155 mm.; wing 68 to 
78 mm.; tail 66 to 64 mm. ; tarsus about 30 mm.; culmen about 
14 mm. 
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Pemale. Whole upper plumage olive-brown ; wing-quills edged 
with fulvous ; tail-feathers dark brown, the lateral feathers tipped 
with white ; lores, edge of forehead and short supercilium dingy- 
white; chin and throat dull white; sides of head, chin and throat, 
breast and flanks fulvous-brown fading to fulvous-white on the 
abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill and feet as in the 
male. 

Measurements. A little smaller than the male, wing 68 to 
72 mm. 

Nestling. Above brown, darker on the crown, each feather 
with a fulvous central streak ; wing-coverts like the back ; chin 
whitish ; breast and flanks fulvous, the feathers edged with dark 
brown ; centre of abdomen and under tail-coverts bufl^’-- white. 

The male from the earliest age has the base of the tail white. 

The young male assumes the adult male plumage described 
above in the first autumn but does not attain the red and black 
breast until the following spring. A few individuals, however, 
retain the female upper plumage until the second autumn moult. 

Distribution. Th e Himalayas from Afghanistan and Baluchistan, 
Kashmir, Ladak, G-arhwal and the Simla States to Nepal. In 
winter it descends to the foot-hills and occasionally a short way 
into the adjacent plains of the North-West districts of India. 

Nidiflcation. The Himalayan B»uby-throat breeds on the 
N.W. TVontier of India between 9,000 and 14,000 fdet during 
June; in Gilgit, Kashmir and N.W. Ladak in June and July 
between 11,000 and 14,000 feet. It makes a domed nest of 
grass, lined wdtli the same, placed on the ground among thick 
tussocks of grass, scrubby bushes, etc., often on the banks of small 
streams, at other times far from any water. Both Whitehead 
and Col. A. E, Ward describe the nest as a very roughly-made 
untidy affair. 

The eggs number from three to five, generally four, and are 
quite indistinguishable from those of the last bird. Thirty eggs 
average 21'5x 15-3 mm.: the maxima are 23'2 x 16*3 mm., and 
the minima 20*4: X 15*0 and 20*8 x 14*5 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of Calliope calliope. 

On the North-West Erontier this bird seems to be a favom*ite 
foster-parent for the Cuckoo {Q. canonis tdephoniis). 


(644) Calliope pectoralis confusa. 

The Eastern Bubt-throat. 

Lttscinia pecfot'alu cmifusa Hartert, Vog. Pal. i, p. 741 (Sikkim) 
Calliope peotoralie. Blauf , & Oates, ii, p. 103 (part.). 

Yernacular names. Duogulngajao (Cachari). 

Description. Differs from C. p. pectoralis in being very much 
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deeper-coloured above and below; the tail is nearly always a 
blackish brown and the upper parts a deeper slaty, whilst the fore 
crown is blackish over a wider area. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

ICeasuremeiLts. "Wing 68 to 75 mm. ; tail 57 to 62 mm. 

Distribution. Eastern Himalayas from tSikkim to the extreme 
East of Assam North of the Brahmaputra and South Tibet. In 
winter it is found throughout Assam, Manipur, Cachar and 
Sylbet. 

Nidification. Nest and eggs appear to be exactly like those of 
Calliope calliope- Eggs taken b}*' Capt. Steen, I.M.S.,on the 22nd 
June near Chumbi Valley, Tibet, are larger, measuring 22-2 x 
15'4mni. The nest was found on the ground in a hollow under 
the slielter of a bush. 

Habits. Those of tlie genus. This seems to be a bird of very 
high levels breeding from 10,000 ft. up to at least 14,000 ft. 
In winter it does not wander into the plains, though it is common 
in and adjacent to the foot-hills in the Cachar and Sylhet districts. 


(545) Calliope tschebaiewi. 

The Tibet Extby-thboat. 

Calliope tsohebaiewi Przewalski, Mongol i. Stran. Tang., ii, p. 44 
(1876) ; Blajif. & Oates, ii, p. 104. 

Vernacular names. Daoc/ulugajao (Cachari). 

Description. Differs from all races of pectoralis in having a 
broad white moustachial streak ; the forehead is black or only 
narrowly white, and the white supercilium, though narrower, 
extends to the back of the ear-coverts ; the white on the base of 
the lateral tail-feathers is not so wide ; the upper parts are 
generally more olive-brown, less slaty. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other species. 

Measurements. Total length about 160 mm.; wing 73 to 
81 mm. ; tail 58 to 66 mm. ; tarsus 33 mm.; culmen 14 to 15mm. 

Distribution. Breeding Ladakh, Tibet and Kansu ; Sikkim, 
Bhutan Dooars, Assam and North Burma. In Winter it extends 
throughout tlie Burmese Hills, Tunnan, Siam and into the plains 
of Bengal and Assam. 

Nidification. The nests of this Euhy-throat are the usual 
domed, grass structures placed iu hollows on the ground under 
shelter of tufts of grass or bushes. Eggs taken by Przewalski on 
the 17th May are like those of G. calliope and measure 20*5 x 
15*0 to 15*5 inm. Eggs taken at Phoulbiang, Ladak, for Col. 
Ward and sent to me with a skin are very pale blue and measure 
about 24’lxl6*2mm. These were taken on the 11th June at 
about 12,000 feet. 
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HaMts. This bird appears to be less of a skulker than others 
of the genus. It is common In Assam in Winter and may then 
be seen much in the open and in thin scrub, hunting fqr its 
insect-prey quite as much amongst the grass and bushes as, on 
the ground. It has the same funny little habit of running a few 
paces and then flicking its tail hard over its back. It has a 
sweet little song of four or five notes only, but may be heard 
singing this often before it leaves the plains in late Spring. 


Genus TARSIGtER. 

Hodgs., P. Z. S., 1845, p. 28. 

Type, T, chryscem. 

The genus Tarsiger contains but one species which is very 
closely allied to the last genus Calliope^ from which it differs 
principally in colour- pattern, having no brilliaut colouring on the 
throat. The tail differs somewhat in being mucronate, though the 
feathers. are not so distinctly pointed as they are in the next 
genus, lanthia^ between which and Calliope it seems to form a 
connecting-link. 


Tarsiger chrysasus. 


Key to Subspecies^ 

A. Darker above ; yellow below more golden- 

orange 

B. Paler above ; yellow below paler and less 

orange 

0. Above ruddy olive-brown on tail-coverts ; 

below darker yellow 

D. Above more greyish olive, more green, less 
ruddy on upper tail-coverts ; below paler 
yellow 


T, c chiysauSj p- ^5. 
T. c, whistler i, c? , p- 97. 
T. c. chrysaus, J , p. 96. 

T, e. whistlerif ? , p. 97. 


(546) Tarsiger chrysaeus chryssBus. 

Thb Goi/DEir Bush-Eobin. 

Tarsiger chryscsus Hodgs., P. Z. S , 1845, p. 28 (Nepal) ; Blanf. & 
Oates, ii, p. 104. 

Yemacular names. Manshil-plio (Lepcha). 

Description. — Adult male. Forehead to lower back olive-green ; 
lores, a line on the forehead, cheeks and ear-coverts black; a 
narrow supercilium, lesser wing-coverts, scapulars and sides of 
the back, rump, upper tail-coverts and whole lower plumage 
bright orange, the feathers with very narrow edges of brown, 
sometimes obsolete or absent; central tail-feathers black occa- 
sionally with narrow orange edges, lateral feathers orange with 
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broad black tips, greater coverts and inner secondaries black 
broadly edged with orange, other qnills narrowly edged with the 
same. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or black ; bill dark horny- 
brown, commissmre and lower mandible yellow ; legs and leet pale 
fleshy, fleshy-yellow or olive-yellow. 

Measurements. Total length about 155 mm. ; wing 65 to 
69 itim. ; tail 49 to 63 mm. ; tarsus 29 to 30 mm. ; culmen 
11 mm. 

Female. Whole upper plumage and visible portions of wing 
olive-green ; median pair of tail-feathers olive-brown ; the lateral 
feathers golden-yellow tipped with brown and the outermost pair 
edged with brown on the outer web ; forehead, lores and a line 
round eye mixed olive-green and yellow ; cheeks and ear-coverts 
olive-brown with pale shafts ; whole lower plumage yellow, 
orange and darker on breast, fore-neck and flanks. 

Colours of soft parts as in male. 

Measurements. Wing 62 to 68 mm. ; tail 46 to 50 mm.* 

Nestling. Whole plumage dark olive-brown; above, each 
feather has a narrow central streak ol: golden-fulvous ; below, the 
brown is reduced to a marginal band and the golden-yellow 
occupies the whole of the centre of the feather; the abdomen, 
vent and under tail-coverts are almost wholly yellow. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim to Eastern Assam North of the 
Brahmaputra; Khasia Hills and Oachar Hills South of that 
river, Manipur, Ohin Hills, Yunnan, Annam and W. China. 

Nidification. The Golden Bush-Eobin breeds from May (Chin 
Hills) to the beginning of July (Sikkim) and on into August in 
Nepal, 'fhe nest is made principally ot moss and moss-roots 
but at times a good deal of other material such as grass, leaves, 
etc., IS incorporated with it. The lining is of fur, hair or wool. 
The nest may be placed in any kind of hollow, in a bank 
among overhanging moss, ferns or other cover, in a hole in rocky 
wall or between boulders or in among the roots of a tree. 
The eggs, four in number, are a beautiful skim-milk blue, the 
texture is fine and close but not hard or glossy and in shape they 
are broad ovals measuring about 20-5xl5’l mm. The eggs are 
not in the least like in character or in colour those of the last 
genus. 

Habits. This is a quiet, retiring little bird so that in spite of 
its striking plumage it is very seldom seen. It keeps almost 
entirely to rather thick hush-jungle or evergreen forest, hopping 
quietly about on the ground occasionally uttering a soft little 
‘‘ chic chic.” It is said to have a short sweet song in the 
breeding-season which it utters from the upper twigs of some 
low bush. 
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(547) Tarsiger chrysseas «7lustleri. 

The SimiiA G-oi.dbk’ BirsH-BoBijsr. 

Tatsiqer clirysceiis whistlei'i Ticehurst, Bull. B. O. 0., xlii, p. 121 
(1922) (Simla). 

Tarsiger chryse&iis, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 1 04 (part.). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. “Differs from typical T. c, chry- 
scEus . . . not so dark above, paler olivaceous, with few or no black 
feathers to the mantle ; golden colour everywhere paler.” 
(^TiceTiurst.') 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the preceding 
bird. 

Female. “ Greener, almost with a greyish wash above ; upper 
tail-coverts and tail’s edge greener olive, less ruddy olive-brown ; 
iinderparts paler yellow.” {Tlcehurst.) 

Distribution. N.W. Himalayas to Garhwal. 

NidifLcation. Nests and eggs taken by Eat tray, Buchanan and 
others differ in no way from those of the Golden Biish-Eobin. 

Habits. The same as those of the preceding bird. 

Genus lAHTHIA. 

lanthia Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 132 (1847). 

Type, /. rufilatus. 

The genus lanthia differs from Calliope and Tarsig^r in having 
much shorter, weaker feet and tarsi, and in having a com- 
paratively longer tail. It also differs from both in having the 



tail-feathers more pointed at the tips, though this feature obtains 
to some extent in Tarsiger, 

The genus contains four species of Indian birds, in which the 
males are very brightly coloured and the females are dull. 

Hartert includes lanthia in the genus Tarsiger^ but tlie short 
tail of the latter and the weak feet of the former, together with 
their different habits, seem to divide them satisfactorily. 

VOL. II. H 
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Key to Species. 

A. Sides of body orange-chestnut contrasting 

with remainder of lower plumage . ... J. cyanura, p. 98. 

B. Sides of body of same colour as remainder of 

lower plumage. 

a. A white superciliiim . . I. indicaj p. 102, 

h. No white supercilium I. kyj^etythra, p. 103. 


lanthia cyantira. 

Key to Subsjoedes. 

A. With a white supercilium I. c. cyanura, <5* , p. 99. 

B. With a blue superciliuiu, 

a. Darker above L c, rtifilata^ S , p. 100. 

b. Paler above 1. c. pallidiora^ cJ ? p- 101. 

C. No distinct supercilium. 

c. Rump light greyish blue Lc. cyatiura, $ , p. 99. 

d. Rump bluish green. 

a'. Above rufous olive-brown L c. J , p. 100. 

b’. Above paler olive-brown I. c. pallidtoraj J , p. 101. 

Thayer and Bangs in 1914 described in the Bull. Mus. Comp. 
Zool. (Iviii, p. 292, Loukaochai) an from Yunnan, as new 

and state that it differs from 1. c. riijilata in being darker, the 
shoulder-patch brighter and the bases of the superciliary stripe 
white instead of dusky. This so-called new species, lanthia 
p7'actica, so far as I can see, differs in no single respect from 
typical rufilata from Nepal to Assam and it is possible that the 
authors compared their specimens with birds from farther west, 
which are obviously much paler, more especially the females. 
There are very large series oi these birds in the British Museum 
from Nepal, Sikkim, Upper Burma and Yunnan, and though these 
vary inter se to a slight extent, I can see no constant differences 
in plumage correlated to any special area. The shouldel'-patch 
varies considerably individually but Yunnan specimens certainly 
do not have it brighter than Nepal birds — indeed, Rothschild (Nov. 
Zool. xxviii, p. 39) finds the reverse is the case. The bases of the 
superciliary feathers are dusky in some birds, white in others. 

In trying to find differences between Nepal, Burmese and 
Yunnan birds I have, however, confirmed an opinion already ex- 
pressed by Mr.N. Kmnear that the birds West ofc Nepal are much 
paler than the Eastern form, and I therefore here describe these 
birds as a new subspecies. 


(648) lanthia cyannra cyannra. 

The jAPiLKTESB Bush-Robin. 

Motadlla oyanurua Pall., Eeise Russ. Reiehs, ii, p. 709 (1778) 
(Yenesei). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 



lANTHIA. 


99 


Description. — Adult male. Sides of forehead and short broad 
superciiiuin white ; whole upper plumage aud wing-coverts pale 
slaty blue-grej'-, brighter and bluer above the supercilium and 
on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; tiiil dark brown, suffused 
with blue on the outer webs; wing-quills brown edged with fulvous; 
lores and round the eye, cheeks and ear-coverts dark slaty-black; 
chin and throat white ; flanks orange ; under surface of body dull 
white tinged with creamy chestnut on breast and sides of abdomen. 
The black of the sides of the neck often meets in a gorget across 
the lower throat. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill black ; legs and feet 
reddish brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 76 to 
82 mm.; tail 56 to 57 mm.; tarsus about 23 mm.; culinen 
10 mm. 

Temale. A ring of pale fulvous-white feathers round the eye ; 
lores fulvous ; upper plumage and wings olive-brown ; rump and 
upper tail-coverts strongly suffused with greyish blue; tail brown, 
the outer edges bluish ; flanks orange ; chin and throat fulvous- 
white ; breast pale olive-brown fading into albescent on the 
centre of the abdomen ; under tail-coverts white or fulvous- 
white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill horny-brown ; legs light 
brown. 

Measurements. "Wing 73 to 80 mm. 

The nestling is rufous-brown above, the feathers tipped black 
and with central fulvous streaks ; below brownish white, the 
feathers edged with black, and those of the breast with pale 
centres. 

Distribution. Prom Urals East through Siberia and Northern 
China to Japan. In "Winter it moves South to South China, 
Yunnan, etc., and has once been found in the Indian Empire, a 
single bird, now in the Tring Museum, having been shot by me in 
North Cacliar. 

Nidification. Smirnoff, in ejpistola, decribes nest aud eggs as like 
those ot /. c. pallidiora. 

Habits. This little Bush-Eobin is said to be a bird of tame and 
confiding habits, frequenting the -sicinity of gardens and orchards 
as well as woods and semi-wooded country. It has all the habits 
of a Bobin, feeding on the ground as well as on bushes and 
low trees. 


(549) lantMa cyanura rufilata. 

The EEH-rLANKED Btrsn-EoBiy. 

Nemura riffilatus Hodgs., P. Z. S,, 1845, p. 27 (Nepal). 
lantlda rvJUata. Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 106. 

Vernacular names. Mwnjgzliil-jpho (Lepch.). 

h2 



100 


I'UBMDjE. 


Description. — Adult male. Lores, a Hue next the bill and round 
the eye black ; forehead, a short broad superciliuin, rump, upper 
tail-coverts and lower wing-coverts bright ultramarine-blue ; 
upper plumage, sides of head, neck and breast deep purplish blue, 
almost black on breast and meeting across throat ; wings like the 
hack ; tail-feathers broAvn edged 'with deep blue ; centre of chin, 
throat and upper breast white ; lower breast and abdomen ashy- 
white, purer on centre of abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts ; 
flanks orange-chestnut ; under wing-coverts and axillaries white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill black; legs and feet 
dark brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 155 min. ; wing 79 to 
86 mm.; tail 57 to 61 min.; tarsus about 25 mm.; culmeii 10 to 
11 mm. 

Female. Tipper plumage rufous olive-brown ; the wing-feathers 
edged with rufous ; lores and a faint ring round the eye paler and 
there are also faint traces of a bluish supercilium ; rump dull 
greenish blue; tail dark brown, the feathers edged with blue; 
chin and throat white ; sides of head and neck, breast and flanks 



Fig. 12. — Head of J. c. rvJUata. 


olive-brown, changing to albescent on centre ot abdomen, vent 
and under tail-coverts ; centre of flanks orange-chestnuf. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill dark brown, lighter at 
the base ; legs pale brown to dark brown. 

The nestling is brown above, each feather tipped with black 
and with a pale central streak ; below white, more or less suffused 
with fulvous and the feathers margined with black. 

Distribution. Is^epal, Sikkim, the Hills North and South of the 
Brahmaputra, Chin and Kachin Hills, Shan States, N. Siam and 
Tunnan, 

Nidiflcation. The nest and eggs of this bird have apparently 
ne\ er been taken, but they are not likely to differ from those of 
the better-known race from the North-West of India. It is known 
to breed about Darjiling at 8,000 to 10,000 feet, and probably 
breeds throughout its range fi'om the middle of May to the end of 
June up to some 14,000 feet. It does not, I think, ever breed in 
the hills South of the Brahmaputra, though it is a common winter 
visitor to them. 

Habits. The lied-flanked Busb-Bobiu is found in Summer be- 
tween 7,000 and 16,000 feet, and in winter down to 5,000, but 
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not often below this. The birds of this genus are forest-birds, 
haunting both pine and evergreen forests, providing they have 
sufficient undergrowth and they are especially fond of open spaces 
surrounded by cover. Here they flit about from ground to bush 
and from bush to ground very like the common Robin on the 
continent of Europe. They are not shy birds and will hunt about 
in front of one for insects provided no noise or abrupt movement 
is made. Whitehead syllabifies the call-note as “prot'’ and 
answer as “ tee,’' both notes being used by either sex. 

(550) lanthia cyanura pallidiora, subsp. nov. 

Till] Kashmie Red-elanked Buss-RoBm. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Similar to J. r. ruMcita^ but not quite 
so deej) m colour above, and the rump often more a turquoise- 
blue. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the Nejial 
lantJiia. 

Females are very much paler than are birds from Nepal east- 
wards; above they are more olive-brown than rufous-brown, and 
below a trifle paler ; the difference in the upper plumage is 
strikingly obvious. 

Type-locality; Simla. 

Type No. 86.4.1.2144, British Museum, $ , Simla. 

Distribution. From the extreme North-West of India, Afghan- 
istan, Baluchistan — at all events, on the Indian Frontier — to 
Simla and G-arhwal. 

Nididcation. The Kashmir Red-flanked Bush-Robin breeds 
from the middle of May to the end of June between 8,000 and 
14,000 feet. The nest is made of grass and dead leaves, some- 
times mixed with a few roots, and is lined with fine soft grass or, 
more rarely, w ith hair. It is cup-shaped, generally very roughly 
and loosely put together and is placed in a hole in a bank, in 
among the roots of some forest-tree, or in a hole low down in 
some dead stump. 

The eggs number three or four, though once Oapt- R. E. 
Skinner took seven eggs from one nest. These are, however, 
evidently the product of two birds. In colour they are either 
spotless white or with a few specks and spots of pale reddish brown 
at the larger end. The shell is fragile and the texture rather soft. 
Twenty-five eggs average 18’0 x 18-6 rum., and the extremes are 
18*4 X 14*1 mm. ; 16*6 X 14*0 and 17*4 x 13*0 min. 

According to Davidson the nests are nearly always built in 
woods which are on the steepest of hill-sides. This lanthia con- 
stantly breeds in immature plumage, and it is possible the majority 
of males do not acquire their full dress until the eijyfl of the 
second year. 
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Habits. Although this Bush-Bobin, like others of the genus, 
frequents woods and rough country, they are ]iot shy birds either 
during tlie breeding-season or at other times. The}'’ may be 
found either on the ground or on undergrowtli and low trees. 
Like all the Bobins they have a liabit of flicking up their tails 
every now and then as they move about, often expanding it at 
the same time. 


(551) lanthia indica indica. 

The WKiTE-nnowED Btjbh-Bobin. 

SyVma indica Yieill., Nouv. Diet. dTIist. Nat. xi, p. 267 (1817) 
(Indln, Darjiling). 

lanthia indica. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 107. 

Vernacular names. Kone recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Leathers next the nostrils and lores 
black; forehead and broad supercilium to the nape white; whole 
upper plumage slaty-blue ; sides of head and neck bhickish ; wing- 
quills brown edged with golden -rufous ; inner coverts slaty-blue, 
outer coverts edged with golden-rufous ; tail black suflPused with 
blue on the outer webs ; lowei plumage orange-rufous, richest on 
the breast, albescent on the centre oF the abdomen, vent and 
under tai 1-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; hill black ; legs pale horny- 
brown to ligftt reddish brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 155 mm. ; wing 79 to 
82 mm. ; tail 64 to 72 mm. ; tarsus 28 mm. ; culmen 12 mm. 

Female. Whole upper plumage dark olive-brown, the rump 
slightly fulvescent ; a partially concealed white supercilium ; 
wings and tail brown edged with olive-brown ; a ring of pale 
fulvous feathers round the eye ; sides of head and lores mixed 
brown and ochre ; below dull rufous-ochre, paler on abdomen 
and vent. 

Distribution. Garhwal (Osmaston\ Nepal, Sikkim and the hills 
of Assam, East to the Shan States and 3: iirinan. 

Nidifleation. I found this bird breeding in the Kliasia Hills at 
and above 5,000 ft. and took the nests in April, catching the birds 
on tue nest in both cases. These same pairs bred again in June 
quite close to their original nests. These latter were made of 
very soft grass and dead moss, the rather scanty lining being of 
grass and maiden-hair fern and roots. In addition to the grass 
one pair of birds made a foundation of leaves on which they 
placed the cup-shaped nest proper. Two nests \vere placed under 
stones and two amongst the roots of trees growing ni a steep 
ravine running through pine-forest. The birds were extra- 
ordinarily tame and the male constantly displayed to the female 
as we watched them. He commenced by perching on a high 
stone or the top twig of a low^ bush and then dropping his wings 
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down to his feet and a little spread, he quivered them rapidly, at 
the same lime expanding his tail and flicking it up with rapid 
little jerks. The performance lasted a couple of minutes, alter 
which he indulged in a little restorative feeding. The female, as 
seems usual with all birds, treated his performance with the 
utmost contempt. The eggs, three or four in number, are not 
distinguishable from those of the Kashmir bird and measure about 
17*6x13*3 mm. 

Habits. The little I saw of these birds in the Khasia Hills proved 
them to possess the most confiding nature. When the nests 
were found nooses were set in the piesence of the birds, who 
walked into them almost before we had time to hide, and even 
when released again after identification hardly seemed frightened. 
They kept exclusively to steep rocky ravines running through 
pine-forest, and though they selected ravines with bracken, bushes 
and other undergrowth, they kept quite as much to the open as to 
the cover. The only note uttered was a rather sweet little 
“ Tuit-tuit ” answered by a sharper note. The song, if one may 
call it so, was only a rapid repetition of this note on an ascending 
and descending scale. In Garhwiil Osmaston found them common 
between 8,000 and 11,000 ft. 

(552) lanthia hyperythra. 

The El’eoits-bbllied Busii-Kobix. 

Itmthia hypemthm Blytb, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 182 (1847) (Darjiling) 
liJauf. & Oates, ii, p 108. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — ^Adult male. Porehead and superciliuin to the 
nape, lesser wing-coverts and upper tail-coverts bright ultra- 
marine ; ear-coverts, lores and cheeks black ; sides of neck and 
head, upper plumage and exposed parts of wings and tail deep 
purplish blue ; quills brown ; below bright, deep chestnut ; vent 
and under tail-coverts white ; under wing-coverts pale chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown or hazel-brown; bill 
black ; legs dark brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 79 to 
83 mm. ; tail 54 to 56 mm. ; tarsus about 25 min. ; culmeu 
10 mm. 

Female. Whole upper plumage dark rufous olive-brown ; rump 
and upper tail- coverts slaty-blue ; tail blackish edged with deep 
blue ; sides of head, throat and neck olive-brown ; below rich 
ochraceous, chin and centre of throat paler and the upper breast 
more brown ; centre of abdomen and under tail-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill dark brown ; legs dark 
brown. 

Measurements. Wing 75 to 79 mm. ; tail about 52 to 65 mm. ; 
tarsus about 24 mm. ; culmen 10 mm. 
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Distribution. Sikkim Eastwards to Sadija and South to the 
Khasia and Cachar Hills. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Similar to those of the other species of lanthia. In 
summer it is found between 6,000 and 10,000 feet, and in winter 
some 2,000 feet lower. It is certainly a forest-bird, but prat*- 
ticallj nothing has been recorded about it. 


* G-enua ADELUEA. 

Bonap., Comp, Rend., xxxTiii, p. 8 (1864). 

Type, A, coeruleocepJiala. 

This bird is very closely allied to the Redstarts structurally, 
though it has weaker, shorter tarsi and has no red on its tail- 
feathers and Oates was right in placing it in a separate genus. 
In habits it is undoubtedly far more Robin- than Redstart-like, 
and in this respect is very like lanthia, from which it is at once 
easily separated by its rounded tail-feathers. 



(553) Adelura coeruleoccphala. 

The Blue-headed Robin. 

PhoBnicura ccenileocephala Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 35 (Himalayas). 

Adelura crni'uldcephala, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 108. 

Vernacular names. Hone recorded. 

Description. — Adult male in summer. Crown to nape bright 
smalt-blue ; the median and inner greater wing-coverts are white, 
and the inner secondaries are broadly margined with white " 
abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts white ; remainder of plumage 
black ; axillaries black tipped with white. 

In Winter the feathers of the crown, upper plumage and breast 
are all broadly margined with rutescent-brown, almost entirely 
concealing the blue ; round the eye and on the lores the black 
remains almost immaculate. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill dark brown to jet- 
black ; legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 155 mm. ; wing 81 to 
85 mm. ; tail 60 to 66 mm. ; tarsus 23 mm. ; culmen 1 1 mm. 

Female. A ring of pale feathers round the eje ; head, neck and 
back brown, sometimes with faint rufous or fulvous tinge, lower 
rump and upper tail -coverts ferruginous ; tail darker brown edged 
with ferruginous ; wings brown, the median and greater coverts 
broadly edged with fulvous- white forming two bold wing- bars and 
the inner secondaries with fulvous edges ; below paler ashy-brown, 
more strongly tinged with fulvous ; abdomen and vent almost 
pure white. 

Measurements. Wing 77 to 80 mm.; tail 58 to 64 mm. ; tarsus 
22 mm.; culmen 11 mm. 

Nestling. Above fulvous-brown, each feather edged with dark 
brown ; below dull ashy-brown with pronounced blackish edges ; 
abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts white, upper tail-co\erts 
ferruginous ; tail and wings in both sexes like the adult. 

Distribution. Turkestan to Afghanistan and Baluchistan and 
the Himalayas to Sikkim and Bhutan. 

Nidification. The Blue-headed Eobin breeds in May and June 
between 8,000 and 12,000 feet and perhaps up to some 14,000 feet. 
The nest is cup-shaped, made of moss, mixed with twigs, leaves 
and roots and well-lined with hair or fur and a few feathers. It 
is placed in a hollow in a bank, amongst the roots of a tree, under 
a boulder or a fallen log but, wherever placed, is always well 
concealed. The eggs number three or four and in colour are a 
pale stoue-grey or grey-blue with a ring of the finest pale reddish 
specks at the larger end. As a rule, the frecklings are absent else- 
where, but occasionally are scattered all over the egg, giving it a 
reddish tinge, though the marks themselves are so fine they are hard 
to make out. In shape the eggs are broad ovals, somewhat pointed 
at the smaller end. They measure about 18*8 x 14*0 mm. 

Habits. The Blue-headed Eobin is far more a Eobin than a 
Eedstart in its actions and habits. It certainly does feed on the 
ground sometimes, but it also haunts bushes and scrub aud may 
not seldom be found hunting about for insects in the higher 
branches ot trees. It has a sweet but rather feeble little song in 
*the breeding-season. 


Genus NOTODELA. 

Less., Compl. Buff., viii, p. 433 (1837). 

Type, JV. albifrons (^dia'na). 

The genus Motodela contains one species which is widely 
distributed from the Simla Hills to Tenasseriin. The sexes are 
very different, the male being blue and the female rufous, but both 
sexes have a large amount of white on the tail which is 
considerably longer than twice the tarsus. 
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The hill is fairly stout, the rictal bristles ample. The tarsus is 
stroug and well adapted both for perching and for ground work, 
though not very long. 

(554) Notodela leucura. 

The 'Wht'xe-tatlbi) Blue Bobih. 

M%fscisylvia Imeura Ilodgs , P. Z. S., 1845, p. 47 (Nepal), 

Notodila leiccura. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 112. 

Vernacular names. IlangsJiia (Lepcha). 

Description. — Adult male. Forehead, eyebrow, and the smaller 
upper wing-coverts near the bend of the wing bright cobait-blue ; 
the whole upper plumage black suffused with blue; lores, sides of 
the head and neck, and lower plumage deep black, with a few 
of the feathers ot the abdomen sometimes fringed with blue ; a 
concealed patch of white on each side of the neck ; wings black, the 
feathers edged with bluish ; tail black, all the feathers except the 
middle and outermost pairs with a large patch of white on the 
outer web, increasing in size towards the midde of the tail ; under 
tail-coverts fringed with white. 



Fig. 14. — Head of X Icucura. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill, legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 180 mm.; wing 91 to 
100 mm. ; tail 69 to 80 mm. ; tarsus 27 to 28 mm. ; ciilmen 15 min. 
A male from Perak is very small, wing only 87 mm., smaller than 
any Indian, Burmese or Chinese females. 

Female. The w'hole plumage rufescent-brown, the feathers 
of the wings and tail edged with bright ferruginous and a ring of 
this colour round the eye ; on the tail the black of the male is 
replaced with brown ; lores, chin, throat and sides of the head 
with pale shaft-stripes. 

Measurements a little smaller than the male, wing 88 to 91 mm. 

Young have the plumage reddish brow’n with bright shaft-streaks 
and rufous tips to the feathers. Tail like the adults in both sexes 
from the first. 

Distribution. Simla {JDodsivortJi) through Nepal and Sikkim to 
the extreme East and South of Assam, Manipur, the hills of 
Burma and Malay States as far South as Perak and East to 
Yunnan, Annam, Shan States and Northern Siam. 

Blythes record from Mussoorie has never been confirmed. 
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Nidification. This Kobin breeds principally in JMay and June, 
but I have taken egp^s as early as April 4th and again as late as 
August. It is resident everywhere between 3,500 and 9,000 feet, 
making a nest of leaves and roots, more or less mixed with fern- 
leaves, grass, etc., and always with a good deal of moss on the 
outer part. When placed in an exposed situation it is domed, but 
when built, as is more usual, under a ledge of rock or stone, a 
fallen tree or in a hollow of tree, etc., it is merely deep cup-shaped. 
The eggs are three or tour in number, very rarely five, and vary 
from a taint pinkish or clay-white to a deep salmon-clav, or pinkish 
cafc-au-lait. Some eggs ap|)ear to be quite spotless, whilst others 
are profusely covered with innumerable tiny freckles of a shade 
of colour darker than the ground. Some eggs are highly glossed, 
most are moderately so, but a few are glossless. The eggs cannot 
be separated from those of Niltava ffrandis. 

One hundred eggs average 23*3 x 17*1 inm. and the extremes 
are ; maxima 25*4 x 18*1 and 24'1 x 18’4 rnm. ; minima 20*1 X 17*4 
and 21*4 x 16*9 mm. 

Habits. The White-tailed Blue Bobiii is not migratory, but 
moves vertically according to the seasons, being found in summer 
between 3,500 and 9,000 feet, and in winter right down to the 
plains in Assam and to the foot-hills elsewhere. It is not nearly 
such a skulker as are most of the birds of the nearest genera, and 
though it feeds both on the ground and in hushes it also does so 
on the smaller trees, and when disturbed instead of skulking away 
into the undergrowth it flies u]) to the higher trees. It is fond of 
perching in the open on some twig or post, where it sits flirting 
its tail and, in summer, repeating its \ery sweet and powerful 
little song. It is often found in bamboo-j angle, though it prefers 
shady evergreen forest. 


Genus CALLEKE. 

Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 135 (1847j. 

Type, Q, frontalis. 

The genus Callene differs from Notodela in having a very much 
longer tail, of which the feathers are greatly graduated and 
without any white pattern. The tarsus also is much longer than 
in Notodda. It is represented in India by one species, of which 
very little is known. 


(555) Callene frontalis. 

The Blue-froistbd Callexb. 

CincUdmm frontaJe Blytli, J. A. S. B., xi, p. 181 (1842) (Sikkim) 
Callene frontalis, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 113. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. — Adult male. Lores and feathers round the eye 
black ; lesser "wing-coverts, forehead and short eyebrow cobalt- 
blue ; wing-quills and tail dark brown ; remainder of plumage 
deep slaty blue, suffused with deep blue, fading to brown on the 
abdomen and posterior flanks and to whitish m the centre of 
abdomen and under tail-coverts ; the feathers of the breast have 
pale blue edges. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown : bill black ; legs dark brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 200 mm. ; wing 83 to 91 mm. ; 
tail 75 to 80 niin. ; tarsus 37 to 38 mm. : culmen 14 to 15 mm. 

Female. 'Whole plumage rufous-brown; tlie feathers of the 
chin and throat with white centres and a few black tips ; a pale 
ring round the eye ; centre of abdomen paler, vent and thigh- 
coverts almost or quite white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill black : legs brown. 

Measurements. Wing 81 to 82 mm. ; tail 78 mm. ; culmen 
13 mm. 

Young male is like the female, but acquires tlie dark throat, 
lores and cheeks and the blue forehead at the first moult. 

Nestling. Dark rufons-hrown, striped above with fulvous and 
with large white spots on breast, flanks and abdomen. 

Distribution. Sikkim only, apparently between 6,000 and 
10,000 feet. 

NidifLcation and Habits. A forest-bird, but beyond this 
nothing is known. 


Genus SAXICOLOIDES. 

Saxicoloides Lesson, 1831. 

Type, camhaiensis Lath. 

The genus Saxicoloides contains but one species which, divided 
into two very well-marked geographical x’aces, extends over the 
whole of India, South of the Himalayas and Ceylon. 

Oates points out that this genus is soniew'hat aberrant from 
the true Turdidce in that the tarsi are scutellated, a character 
found in no other form except the Accentors. The Accentors 
are themselves, however, very closely connected with the Thrushes 
in many ways, and the genus Saaneoloides, which is in all other 
respects a Hobin, and nothing but a Bobin, seems to form a 
connecting-link. It is this connecting-link, indeed, which induces 
me to keep the Accentors, Pi'miellincB, a subfamily of the family 
Turdidce, 

The bill in Baxicoloides is slender and curved downwards and 
tbe rictal bristles are very small ; the tarsus is well developed and 
Thrush-like in shape, but is scutellated ; the wings are long and 
pointed. 

Our Inclian birds are resident wherever found, though they may 
move vertically with the seasons in the higher hills. 
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The generic name Thamnohia, by which these little Chats have 
been hitlierto known in India, was unfortunately not published by 
Swainsoii until Peb. J832, whilst Sctxicoloides was published 
by Lesson before September 1831. The latter name therefore 
has priority and must be used. 


Saxicoloides falicata. 

K&ij to Sahs^yecies, 

A. With white on wing-coverts. 

«. Upper plumage black or slat^ -black. S.f. fulicata, cl, p. 109. 

b. Upper plumage brown cmnbcnensis, d, p« HI 

B. No white on wing-co\ erts. 

c. Barker and more brown above . . . /S^. 5? P* 109. 

d. Paler and more grey above &, f, cambaie}isiSy 2, P- HI- 


(536) Saxicoloides fulicata falicata. 

The BiiACk-backed Indian Eobik. 

Motaoilla fulicata Linn., Syst. Nat. i, p. 336 (1766) (Philippines in 
err ore, Ceylon). 

Thamnobia falicata. Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 115. 

Vernacular names. KalchiiriQSXndi.)^ (Tel.); Wannaii-- 

huravi (Tam.). 



Pig, 15 .— Head of S. f. fulicata. 


Description. — Adult male in Winter. Lesser wing-coverts 
white ; centre of abdomen and under tail-coverts deep chestnut ; 
wing-quills brownish ; remainder of plumage glossy black with a 
blue sheen. 

After the moult the glossy edges to the feathers become abraded 
and the feathers themselves bleached so that by spring, or even 
earlier’, the upper parts become a chocolate-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown to blackish brown; legs 
and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 160 mm. ; wing 70 to 
80 mm. ; tail 63 to 67 mm. ; tarsus about 28 mm culmeu 12 
to 14 mm. 

Female. Lores, forehead, chin- and ear-coverts rufous-ashy ; the 
latter with paler shafts ; above dark brown, very slightly rufescent, 
the tail almost black ; lower plumage ashy-bro\\ n ; the centre of 
the abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts deep chestnut. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown ; bill dark horny- 
brown ; legs tan-brown to blackish brown. 

Measuremeats. Wing 68 to 72 mm. 

Nestling like the female but with the upper parts obsoletely 
barred with darker and the lower surface paler, more fulvous and 
less ashy, and with each feather edged with dark brown. 

Distribution. Ceylon. South Indiato Ahmadnagar onthe West 
and the Q-odaveri on the East, and grading into the next at 
these points. 

Nidification. This little Eobin breeds in Ceylon practically 
through out the year, probably often having tw o broods. In Southerii 
India it breeds principally in April, May and June but very often 
both earlier and later and Greneral Bethain took its eggs at Poona 
as early as March the 7th and as late as July the 21st. The 
nest may be placed in practically any kind of hole provided it is 
not too high from the ground. In the open and more barren 
country a hole under a stone on the ground will suffice, or the 
bird will use a hole in a bank, railway-cutting or tree. More often, 
however, this Eobin breeds ronnd towns and villages and then 
finds sites to its liking in mud and stone walls, the eaves of low 
houses and Similar places. It has little or no tear of man during 
the breeding-season, often building its nest in walls or roofs 
of inhabited houses but it is said to shun actual observation 
whilst entering it and to desert it at once if it is handled. The 
nest is cup-shaped internally but externally generally fills the 
hollow in which it is built. The eggs number two or three only. 
In ground-colour they are white or are just tinged with yellow% 
cream or pink, less rarely with green. Over the whole surface 
there are spots, specks and small blotches of reddish brown and 
yellowish brown, sometimes more numerous at the larger end 
where they occasionally form a rough ring or cup. In shape they 
are round ovals and sixty eggs average 20*7 x 14*8 mm. The 
extremes are: maxima 23*0x15*2 and 21»3x 15*9 mm.; minima 
18*6 X 14*5 and 20-6 x 14*0 mm . 

Habits. This little Eobin is one of the most familiar of birds 
in Ceylon and Southern India, much as is the Eobin in England. 
It is found more in the drier areas than those where there is heavy 
wet forest, but wherever there are villages and towns and some 
open country it puts m an appearance. It ascends the hills to 
6,000 feet at least, possibly a good deal higher in the Nilgiris 
and some of the adjoining hills and it is equally common in all 
suitable localities in the plains. It feeds much on the ground, 
hunting the grass or freshly turned soil for insects just like the 
Eobin does but it also searches the leaves and branches of bushes 
and lower trees as well. It has a*few cheerful little notes in the 
breeding-season which it fully believes to be a song and which it 
utters from the top of a bush, wall or stump. 
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(557) Saxicoloides fiilicata cambaiensis. 

The Browit-baczbi) IxDiAir Eobiit. 

St/lvia cambamisis Lath., Ind. Orn., ii, p. 554 (1790) (Qiizerat). 

Thamnobia cambaiensis, Blanf. & Oates, li, p. 114. 

Vernacular names. Kahhuri (Hind.). 

Description. — Adult male. Differs from the Black-backed 
Indian Bobiii in never acquiring the black back at the autumn 
moult. After this the upper parts become a dark sandy-brown or 
in some cases an almost rufeseent-brown. In spring and summer 
abrasion of the lighter edges makes the general tint darker instead 
oi ;paler as in T, f. fulicata. 

When freshly moulted the black underparts are 'more or less 
fringed with paler, which eoon wears off*. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird. 

Measurements. Wing 69 to 78 mm. ; tail 66 to 72 mm. ; tarsus 
about 27 mm. ; culmen about 12 to 14 mm. 

Female. Similar to the female of the Black-backed Eobin, but 
much paler and often very grey in general tint. 

Measurements. Wing 70 to 75 mm. 

Nestling like that of the Black-backed Eobin but paler above 
and below. Above the bars are obsolete and below very faint. 

Distribution. The whole of Northern India from Sind and the 
Punjab to the drier, less wooded portions of Eastern Bengal, 
Midnapore, Ohota Nagpur, Western Behar; South to the Godaveri 
on the East and Ahmadnagar on the West. 

Nidiffcation. This differs in no way from that of the last bird. 

It is equally confiding and fearless of man, but is also equally 
cautious in its movements and equally ready to desert nests 
and eggs. It selects similar sites to tliose beloved of the Southern 
form and builds a similar nest of grass and roots, lined v-vith hair, 
grass, fur, or anything suitable, often a piece of cast snakeskiu. It, 
however, lays more eggs, generally three or four, Oates says six, 
which are not distinguishable from those of T.f.fulicuta. 

Forty eggs average 22*5 x 15*1 mm. : maxima 23*0x 15’7 mm. ; 
minima 20*4 X 14'8 mm. 

The principal breeding-months seem to he April, May and June. 

Habits. Just the same as those of the preceding bird. It 
ascends the outer ranges of the Himalayas up to some 5,000 feet 
and is found all over the plains. 

Genus COPSYCHUS. 

Wagler, Syst. Av. Note to Art. Gi'acula (1827). 

Type, C. saulm'is. 

The genus Copsychus coutaius in India a single species of Eobin 
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which is one of our best-known birds over the widest of ranges, 
known to all Europeans as the Dayal or Magpie-Eobin. 

The tarsus is stout and n on-scut ellated ; the bill stout and 
straight and equal to rather more than half the head in length ; the 
rictal bristles are well developed ; the tail is almost equal in length 
to the "wing, a featuie which distinguishes it from all other genera 
in this subfamily. 

The sexes have the same pattern in colour, but the black of the 
male is replaced by greys and browns in the females. 


Gopsychus sanlaris. 

As might be expected in a spdcies which extends from Ceylon 
and the extreme North-West of India to China and the Malay 
Islands, there are several geographical races all recognized as 
different by the older naturalists and named and later on suppressed 
when they werefound not to constitute good species. Now,howe ver, 
*we realize what subspecies are, once they are more recognized. 

It is curious that the females vary far more than do the males 
and it is principally through them that the forms are most easily 
recognizable. 


Key to SuhBjpecies. 


A. Plumage all black and white. 

a. Three outer pairs of tail-feathers 
white, fourth pair almost or 
entirely so ; culmen about 18 mm. 

h. Third pair of tail-feathers much 
marked with black, fourth pair 
almost or wholly black ; culmen 
19 to 20 mm 

c. Third pair of tail-feathers white, 

fourth pair heavily marked with 
black ; culmen 16 to 17 mm. . . 

d. Third pair of tail-feathers marked 

with black and fourth pair heavily 
marked ; culmen 18 mm 

B. Plumage grev, or brown, and white. 

e. Abdomen almost pure white. 

o'. Four outer pairs of tail-feathers 
white or nearly so ; culmen 

about 18 mm 

S'. Third pair of tail-feathers marked 
with black, fourth pair almost 
or wholly black; culmen 19 

to 20 mm 

c'. Third pair lightly, fourth pair of 
tail-feathers heavily marked 
with black ; culmen 16 to 
17 mm 

f. Abdomen heavily marked with 

rusty ; culmen iS mm 


C. s, saulans, d*, p. 113. 

C. 8. mvsicus, <5 ; P 114. 

C. s. ceylonensis, d , P- 1 15. 

C. s, andamaneriBie, d> P- 115. 

C, 8 . saulaHs, , p. 113. 

C. s. 5 , p. 114. 

C. 8. cej/hnetistSj 2 , p. 115. 

C. s. andamanensis^ 2 , p. 116. 
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Size, except as regards the bill, does not help iu any way to 
separate the species, as when large enough series are^ obtained the 
averages are much the same- Chinese and Ceylon birds average 
rather larger; Assam, Burmese and Hainan birds a little smaller* 


(558) Copsychus saularis saularis. 

The Inuiak' Magpie-Eobix. 

Gracula saularis Liun , Syst Hat., i, p. 165 (1766) (Bengal). 

CopsycJius saularis, BJauf. & Oates, ii, p. 116. 

Vernacular names. JJayar or Bayal (Hind. & Beng.) ; Whil~ 
Dayal (E. Bengal) ; Pedcla nalaneJtt, Sarela-gadu (Tel.) ; Zannid- 
2 ^ho (Lepcha) ; Tliapate-lway (Barm.) ; Uchhuto (Maiiipui*) ; 
Dao-gophii-gaschim (Caclniri ). 

Description. — Adult male. Lesser, median and outer greater 
wing-coverts and edges to tlie middle secondaries white; the 
abdomen and under tail-coverts white ; outer four pairs of tail- 
feathers white, the fourth pair, from outside, wsometimes having a 



Fig. 16. — Head of C. s. saularis. 


certain amount of black edging to the base ; rest of plumage 
glossy blue-black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright hazel to deep brown; bill 
black ; legs and feet dark horn-brown to plumbeous black. 

Measurements. Total length about 230 mm. ; wing 93 to 
106 mm. ; tail 80 to 102 mm.; tarsus 29 to 30 inm. ; culrnen 17 
(rarely) to 18 mm. 

Female. White parts as in the male ; upper parts ashy-brown, 
darker on the rump and upper tail-coverts which are almost black ; 
lores and cheeks mottled grey and white ; sides of head, neck, chin, 
throat and breast grey. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill horny-black ; legs 
and feet horny-plumbeous. 

Measurements, only a mere trifle smaller than the male. 

Nestling. White as in the adult ; upper parts dark brown ; 
below, the throat and breast are fulvous-brown, the feathers edged 
with blackish and with pale centres. 

Distribution. The whole of India except extreme South-West 
Travancore, Burma to South Tenasserim, Shan States, Yunnan 
and China. 

Toil. II. I 
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The Tunnan and Chinese birds, in addition to averaging rather 
larger, have the females decidedly paler on the upper plumage 
and breasts and these may have eventually to be separated. 

Nidification. The Indian Magpie-Eobin breeds from the Plains 
up to about 6,000 feet through April, May and June, and some- 
times in Julv and August. It prefers the vicinity of human 
habitations when selecting a site for its nest, often building under 
the eaves of houses, holes in walls, on the rafters of stables and 
outhouses, etc. At other times it places its nest in holes in trees 
and banks, and occasionally builds a nest in bushes or on tree- 
stumps. I have seen one nest in a Cactus hedge, two or three in 
the first forks of trees like Mango trees and Banians, and frequently 
inside clumps of bamboos. The nest itself is made of grass, roots, 
leaves, dead moss and twigs, lined with grass and roots ; out- 
wardly it is shapeless, filling up the hole in which it is placed. It 
may be bulky or it may be of the flimsiest character, just a mere 
pad, but it is always very roiighly and loosely put together. 

The eggs are rather handsome, the ground-colour some shade 
of blue-green, whilst the markings consist of numerous blotches of 
different shades of reddish brown with a few underlying of neutral 
tint. In shape they are broad ovals. 

One hundred eggs average 21*9 x 17*1 mm. : maxima 25*0 X 18*5 
mm. ; minima 18*1 x 15*3 mm. 

Habits. The Magpie-Eobin is one of the most familiar birds all 
over India ; every garden, every cluster of village-huts and every 
patch of cultivation has its pair. Daily it will be seen hunting 
about for insects undisturbed by the presence of man, now singing 
its beautiful song perched on the top of a post in a fence, anon 
flitting from one to another, sitting for a few minutes on each 
whilst it expands its tail into a fan and jerks it up until it nearly 
meets its head. Then perhaps it will flv to a branch in a tree, 
high up, and again burst into song. It is one of our best songsters 
and sings almost through the entire year and morning, noon or 
evening are greeted alike. 

(659) Copsyclius saularis musicus. 

The Maeat Maopie-Eobus-. 

Lanius musicus Raffles, Trans. Lin. Soc., xii, p. 147 (1820) (Sumatra). 

Vernacular names. TJiapate-lway (Burm.). 

Description. — Adult male. Differs from the Indian form in 
having the outer tail-feathers broadly marked with black and the 
fourth pair wholly black; the under wing-coverts wholly or 
largely black. Both male and female frequently have the posterior 
abdomen much infuscated. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Indian Magpie-Eobin. 

Measurements. Wing 93 to 104 mm. ; tail 85 to 92 mm. ; 
culmen 19 to 20 mm. 



COPSTOIIUS. 


115 


Distribution. The extreme South of Peninsular Burma, South 
of Siam, Malay Peninsula to Java, Sumatra and Borneo. 

The Tenasserim bird is, as might be expected, somewhat 
intermediate but many specimens from the extreme South seem 
nearer to the Sumatran than to the Indian form, so it seems 
necessary to accept this former race as occurring within the limits 
of this work. 

Nididcatiou. Similar to that of the Indian bird. A series of 
eggs collected by Messrs. W. J. 0. Williamson and E. Gr. Herbert 
are not distinguishable from those of that bird. Eif ty average 
22 5 X 16*7 mm. and the extremes are 29*1 x 18*1, 23*0 x 18*3 mm. 
and 19*5 x 15*9 mm. 

Two clutches taken by Mr. E. Gr. Herbert are a brilliant pale 
blue iu colour with sparse and tiny specks of dark brown. 

They breed in April, May and June in Siam and the Malay 
Peninsula, but iu Borneo Mr. J. 0. Moulton took eggs in the 
middle of March. 

Habits. These differ in no way from those of the other sub- 
species. According to Davisou this race does not ascend the 
hills to any height, and it is also more essentially a ground-bird 
than is the Indian form. 


(560) Copsychus saularis ceylonensis. 

The Cexloit Magpie-Bobix. 

Co 2 y 8 ychu 8 ceylonensis Sclater, P. Z. S., 1861, p. 186 (Ceylon). 

Vernacular names. Pedda-nalanohi, Sarela-^gadu (Tel.). 

Description. — ^Adult male. Only differs from the male of 
C, s. saularis in having much more black on the third and fourfcli 
outer pairs of tail-feathers and in having a shorter, more slender 
bill. 

Colours of soft parts .as in. the Indian Magpie-Robin. 

Measurements. Wing 97 to 105 mm. ; tail S3 to S6 mm. ; 
tarsus about 29 mm. ; culmen 16 to 17 mm. 

Female is much darker above and below than Indian or 
Burmese birds and has the black and white patterns on the tail- 
feathers the same as in the male. 

Distribution. Ceylon and possibly the extreme South of 
Travancore. 

Nidiffcation. Similar to that of the other races, but this bird 
never lays more than four eggs and generally three only. They are 
indistinguishable from those of G. s. saularis but average bigger. 
Fifty eggs taken b}" Messrs. W. E. Wait and AV. A. Phillips 
average 23*1 x 17*3 mm., with extremes of: maxima 25*4 x 16*3 mm. 
and 24*2x18*0 mm.; minima 20*1 X 17*1 and 21*4 xl6'0 mm. 

Habits similar to those of the other races. 
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(561) Gopsychus saularis andamaneusis. 

The A^damah Magpie-Eobih. 

Copsychus andamaneusis Hume, Str. "Feath., li, p. 231 (1874) 
(Andamans). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. In this race the third pair of tail- 
feathers have a great deal of black on them, sometimes only the tips 
oE these feathers are white and the fourth pair also have a consider- 
able amount ; the under wing-coverfcs are mottled dusky white and 
the uiiderparts are much sullied with dull rufous. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Indian bird. 

Measurements. Wing 96 to 102 mm. ; tail 87 to 91 mm. ; tarsus 
29 mm. ; culmen about 18 mm. 

^Female. The abdomen and vent strongly su:ffused with dull 
rufous-brown and the upper plumage and breast darker than in 
C. saularis saularis. As Hume points out, this bird is nearer 
C. saularis musicus than it is to the Indian race but it is not as dark 
as the former bird and has the small bill of the latter. 

Distribution. Andamans only. 

Kidification. Breeds in the Andamans in April and May. 
Nothing has been recorded so far about either nest or eggs. 

Habits. Avery familiar bird in the Andamans as everywhere else 
and at Boss Island, the headquarters of the Islands, Davison says 
it shares with the Myna and the Crow the privilege of being the 
most common bird. It is said also to haunt open forests, the 
hanks of streams and semi-cultivated tracts. It is a fine singer. 

Gtenus KITTACINCLA. 

Gould, P.Z. S., 1836, p. 7. 

Type, K, tricolor Yieill. 

The genus Kiitacincla contains the Shamas, of which one 
species is fountl in India, represented by several races in various 
areas. 

The names under which these races have hitherto been known 
have been very much confused. Sharpe ignored the name 
macrourn altogether in the British Museum Catalogue though there 
can be no contention about the Turdusmacrourus var. /3 ot Gmelin 
(Syst. Nat., i, p. 820, 1788 : Pulo Condore) being the first and 
proper name for the Shama. Turdus tricolor of Yieillot (Ois. 
d’Afrique, hi, pi. 114, 1802: ? Islands of the South Sea) is also 
beyond doubt a true Shama, and Sundevall (Krit. Pramst. LevailL, 
p. 37) says : “This is Turdus macrourus ex Java and Malacca.” 

Turdus macrourus tmcolor is therefore the name for the Javan 
bird, and Hartert’s omissa (Nov. ZooL, ix, p. 572, 1902 : Java) 
becomes a synonym. 
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Gryllivora longicauda of Swainson is a synonym of tricolor. 

Kxttacinda macroura suavis (Sclater, P. Z. IS., 18(51, p. 186: 
Borneo) is the name which must be used for the Bornean race, 
to winch the Sumatran race is closely allied. 

This leaves no name available for the Indian bird, and J have 
therefore now named it indica. 

The genus Kittacincla differs from Uojpsyclvas in having a long, 
more strongly graduated tail which considerably exceeds the wing 
in length. It appears to be the forest-representative ot the 
civilization-loving Magpie-Eobin. 


Key to Subspecies. 


A. Abdomen chestnut or chestnut-rufous. 

a. Upper plumage glossy black 

b. Upper plumage dark grey-brown. 

a'. Barker both above and below . . 

b\ Paler both above and below 

*B. Abdomen nearly all white 


j-K. m. macroura, Si P- 
I JET. m. indiea, Si P- 118- 

K, m. macroura, 2, p. 117. 
K. 7n. indica, 2 j P- US- 
JST. ?w. alhicentris, p. 319. 


(562) Kittacincla macroura macroura. 

The Malay Shaha. 

Tuo'dus macrou^'iis Gmel., Syst. Nat., i, p. 820 (1789) (Pulo 
Oondore). 

Cittocincla macf'ura. Blanf. Oates, ii, p. 118 (part.j. 

Vernacular names. Tai’-tha-laik-Swe (Burm.). 

Description. — ^Adnlt male. AYhole head, neck, breast, back and 
wings glossy blue-black; rump and upper tail-co verts white; tail, 
four central feathers black, the others diagonally black at the base 
and white on the terminal halves ; inner webs of wing-quills and 
greater coverts dull blackish brown; abdomen, iiaiiks, vent and 
under tail-coverts rich chestnut ; thighs white or mixed chestnut 
and white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black ; legs pale 
fleshy- white to fleshy-homy ; claus a little darker. 

Measurements. Wing S 90 to 97mm.; 2 85 to 89 mm.; tail 
S 140 to 180 mm., 2 ^7 to 108 mm.; tarsus 25 to 27 mm.; 
culmen 16 mm. 

Eemale. The black in the male is replaced by slaty-brown, 
rather more ashy on the throat and sides of the neck ; the under- 
parts are paler and duller, more rufous less bright chestnut. 

Two females collected by Mr. E. G-. Herbert at Tung Sung Pah 
and Klong Wahip, Siam, have curio usl}'^ pale under parts with the 
belly almost albescent. 

Young male. Head brown, flecked witli rufous ; back black : 
rump and tail as in adult ; below deep chestnut, the black showing 
through in patches on chin, throat and breast. 
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Nestling. Above darlv brown with fulvous stripes and dark tips. 
Below rich rufous, each feather barred with blackish brown, more 
profusely on breast and flanks than on abdomen. 

Distribution. Malay Peninsula, South Siam, Cochin China, Pulo 
Condore, Hainan. cannot separate K. m. minor and the measure- 
ments of specimens in the British Museum are no smaller than 
many from Bengal and Burma.) 

Birds from Southern Tenasseriin are undoubtedly nearer to 
this form than to the Indian bird. 

Nidification. The Malayan Shama breeds in March, April and 
May, placing its nest in holes in trees or in bamboo clumps. It is 
always very roughly built of twigs, leaves and grass, lined \A’ith grass, 
and fits into the hollow in w’hich it is built. The eggs number three 
or four, and are very like those of the Dayal but usually much more 
densely spotted and therefore more brovi n in general tint. The 
few eggs in the British Museum average about 22*6 x 17‘4 mm. 

Habits. This bird may be said to be the pngle representative 
of the Dayal and is 'an even finer songster though not so constant 
a singer. It is a bird of the plains and foot-hills not ascending 
much above 1,500 or 2,000 feet and keeps to jungle, preferring 
bamboo-jungle or secondary growth to evergreen forest though it 
is found throughout the latter. It feeds both on the ground, 
on low bushes and on trees but, perhaps, principally on the first 
and ill its diet is exclusively insectivorous. Davison remarks on a 
habit all the races of this bird seem to have in common, a curious 
snapping of the wings together above the body as the bird flies 
across from one patch of jungle to another ; it is made at all times 
of the day, but only, I think, in the breeding-season. 

(563) Kittacincla macronra indica, nom. nov. 

The InniAisr Siia.ma. 

Cittocincla macj'ura. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 118 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Poda nalanchi^ Tonlca nala’nchi (Tel).: 
Shama (Hind. andBeng.); Shama-sorai (Assam); Daohulip-rajah 
(Cachari); Tai-tlmAaih-swe (Burm.). 

Description. — ^Adult male. Differs fx’om the Malayan Shama 
only in being generally a richer chestnut below^ and often in having 
rather more black on the lateral tail-feathers. 

Colours of soft parts as in A. m, macronra. 

Measurements. Much the same for d and 2 as in K, m, 
macronra. 

Female. Similar to the female of A. m. macrourahvit paler both 
above and below ; the upper parts are more brown or less slaty. 

Nestling and young male as in the Malayan Shama. 

Distribution. Ceylon, practically the whole of India and Burma 
as far South as the North of Tenasserim ; Siam, Timnan and 
N. Cochin China. 
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The type of this race is in the British Museum, No. 86.10.1.829. 
Bhutan Duars, Dec. 1876, d* . 

Birds from N.W. China have the females rather pale hut are 
hardly divisible from the Indian and Burma birds. 

]Sridi£.cation. Similar to that of the last bird but in the Assam 
Hills Dr. Coltart and I often found its nest built well inside 
bamboo-clumps among the rubbish which always collects there in 
masses. In these instances the nest was always flimsiest, just a 
little pad of grass on the dead bamboo-leaves and protected from 
above by the rubbish collected on the numerous twigs jutting 
over it. Occasional!}'’ the nest in these hills is made of moss but 
generally of dead leaves, bamboo aud others, lined alwa5''s mth 
grass. The eggs number four or five and are just like those of the 
last bird. In shape they are not quite such broad ovals as those 
of the “Dayal’’ nor are they quite so highly glossed. Fifty-five 
eggs average 22-3xl7’2 inm. and the extremes are; maxima 
24*1 X 17*1 and 22*0 x 18*0 mm. ; minima 20*2 x 16*7 mm. 

Habits. This charming bird is an inhabitant of jungles and 
forests wherever there is broken ground or low hills up to some 
2,000 feet and also the plains in their immediate \ ieinity. It is 
very partial to bamboo or mixed bamboo and tree forest, but 
may be found in almost any forest which is not too dense or which 
borders streams and open glades. Like the la^t bird it is a 
beautiful songster, with a fuller, more varied serie.'^ of notes than 
the Magpie-Eobin but it confines its singing almost entirely to the 
mornings and evenings. It is a very late bird and may sometimes 
be heard singing its loudest and sweetest as the rapid dusk of the 
tropical evenings fades into night. I have seen this Shama at 
heights over 4,000 feet hut it is most common in Assam between 
the foot-hills and 2,500 feet. 

(564) Kittacincla macroura alWventris. 

The Andaman Sha.:ma- 

JSlittacincla alhiventris Blyth, J. A, S. B,, xxvii, p. 269 (1859) 
(Andamans). 

Cittocincla alhiventris, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 120. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — ^Adnlt male. Differs from M, m. macroura in 
having the abdomen white ; the under tail-coverts and extreme 
posterior flanks are chestnut, this colour in a few instances 
encroaching on the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill black ; legs and feet 
fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 230 mm.; wing 90 to 94 mm.; 
tail 108 to 113 mm. ; tarsus 27 to 28 mm. ; culmen 16 to 17 mm. 

Female similar to the male but the throat and breast are less 
glossy. 
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Measurements. Wing 85 to 89 mm.; tail 91 to 105 mm. 
Nestling. Dark brown above spotted with fulvous, below rich 
rusty, the feathers with broad black edges ; bellj'^ albescent, under 
tail-coverts ferruginous. 

Distribution. Andamans only. 

NidlfiLcation. Not recorded. 

Habits. The same as those of the other races. 


Subfamily TURBINE. 

The T'lirdince comprise the true Thrushes. These differ 
principally from the previous subfamilies iii their larger size, in 
often being gregarious in the winter and in being both 
insectivorous and frugivorous in their diet, berries forming a 
considerable portion ot their food. 

The Thrushes are mostly migratory and a few only are resident 
whilst, even in these instances, they move vertically with the 
seasons and generally cover a very wide extent of country. The 
majority of them undergo a seasonal change of plumage owing to 
the abrasion of the edges of their feathers but these changes are 
never very striking and frequently hardly appreciable. 

The Thrushes feed a great deal on the ground and their long tarsi 
enable them to hop with great speed and facility. 

In structure and often in superficial resemblance many of the 
TurdincB resemble one another very closely and it is difficult to 
divide them into genera. I adhere to Oates’ plan of reference to 
the types of coloration iii making the generic divisions, especially 
to the colour of the under wing-coverts and axillaries. 

Since Oates wrote the first edition of the Passerine birds has 
been proved that the genera M^iopJtoneus and A.rre'tiga are typical 
Thrushes in every way, the nestling being brown bird spotted 
and squamated in a completely Thrush-like manner. 

^ The genus Monticola is the one in this group or subfamily of 
birds which comes nearest to the last subfamily and some of the 
members of it, such as Monticola rufogricea, are extraordinarily 
like sorne of the Redstarts, even in size, but in India we have no 
species in which the resemblances are so great. 

Many of the genera run into one another very closely and the 
natui*al sequence of these would seem to be Turdus, Arecutliomis, 
OeocicTila^ Oreodncla^ and Zootliera. 

The other genera are all well distinguished from one another 
and from those alreadv mentioned. 

The genus Irena^ which is in many ways rather like a Thrush, 
I have thought better to place in a family by itself as sugge^^ted 
by Oberholser (Journ. Wash. Acad. Sc., vii, No. 17, October 1917). 
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Key to Genera. 

A. Bill narrow, breadth at forehead not more 
than half the length of cnlmen; rietal 
bristles well developed. 
a. Sexes not alike. 

a\ Axillaries and under wing-coverts in 
both sexes uniformly of one colour or 
very nearly so ; plumage never blue 
nor chestnut combined with black and 

blue Turdus, p. 121. 

U, Axillaries and under wing-coverts iu 
both sexes of two strongly contrasting 
colours ; arrangement of coloui-s in 
axillaries reversed iu under wing- 

coverts Geocichla, p. 144. 

c\ Axillaries and under wing-coverts in 
males of one colour, in females more 
or less barred with two colours ; 
plumage largely blue or bluish. . . . Monticola, p. 169. 
h. Sexes alike in coloration. 

d', Axillaries and under wing-coverts 
entirely of one colour. 

a". Plumage in no case with any blue. . Arceutuoknis, p. 153. 

h". Plumage practically wholly blue- 
black. 

a^. Second primary as long as, or 
longer than, the longest secon- 
daries ^dyioPHONBUs, p. 178. 

6®, Second primary much shorter than 

longest secondaries Arrexga, p. 183. 

e'. Axillaries and under wIng-coverts of 
two colours ; arrangement of colours 
in axillaries reversed in under wing- 
coverts. 

G*'. Lower plumage barred or spotted; 

rietal bristles few and lateral . . . Oreocincla, p. 157. 
Lower plumage squamated; rietal 
, bristles numerous and anterior ones 


projecting over nostrils Zoothera, p. 166. 

B. Bill broad,' breadth at forehead more than 
half length of culmen; rietal bristles 
obsolete Oochoa, p. 183. 


. Genus TURDUS. 

Linn., Syst. Nat, 10th ed., p. 168 (1758). 

Type, Turdus merula Selby, 1835. 

Type-locality : Sweden. 

The name Merula which has been used for the Thrushes and 
Blackbirds is pre-occupied and therefore cannot be used, but even 
if it were not Linnaeus' name of Turdus would have priority. 
Liiinaeus included a number of birds in the genus but the type 
was designated by Selby in 1835 as Turdus merula. 
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The genus contains those Thrushes of which the sexes are 
different in coloration and in which the under wing-coverts and 
axillaries in both sexes are either uniformly of one colour or ^ery 
“nearly so. The lower plumage of the Thrushes of this genus is, 
moreover, never blue, nor chestnut combined with black or blue. 

In Turdus the bill is about half the length of the head; the 
rictal bristles are moderate ; the wing is long and pointed and the 
first primary small ; the tail is rather ample but varies considerably 
in comparative length ; the tarsus is stout and long and the under- 
side of the wing has no pattern. 


Key to S 2 >ecies. 


A. General character of plumage black or 

dark brownish black. 

«, Wings practically uniform blackish . . 
5. Wings with bold patch of light grey or 
rufous-grey 

B. General colour of plumage neither black 

nor very dark brown. 

c. Hind neck of different colour to back* . 

d. Hind neck of same colour as back. 

a'. Whole head, neck and breast black . 
Whole head, neck and breast not black. 
a'^. Feathers of upper plumage varie- 
gated with dark central strealts . 
Feathers of upper plumage not 
variegated. 

a\ Tail, throat and upper breast 

chiefly chestnut 

6®. Tail, throat and upper breast 
not chestnut. 

Under wmg-coverts and axil- 
laries wholly or in part 
chestnut or orange-brown. 
Sides of breast and abdomen 
grey or brown, 
a®. Throat and breast uni- 
form. 

Throat and breast black 
Throat and breast slaty- 

grey 

6®. Throat and breast 
streaked. 

Under wing-coverts 
orange-brown ; axil- 
laries rufous-grey . . 
Under wing-cdverts 
and axillaries uni- 
form chestnut-brown, 
i’. Sides of head and abdo- 
men orange-rufous 

Under wing-coverts and axil- 
laries slaty-grey. 


21 viendoy p. 123. 

T, houlbouL p. 130. 

T, cmtaneus, p. 132. 
T. kessleri, p. 134. 

T. eunomusj p. 133. 
T, ri^collis, p. 136. 


y. atrogularis^ c? 9 P- 137. 
T, unicolor, d? p- 138. 


y. atrogulans, $ , p. 138. 

y. unicolor, J , p. 139. 
y. dismnilis, p. 140. 
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c'\ Breast and sides of abdo- 
men chestnut-brown .... 2\ odsounis, p. 141. 

rf*'. Breast and abdomen slaty- 

grey T. JecB, p. 143. 

c*. Under wing-coverts and axil- 

laries pearl grey T, imllidm, p. 135. 


Tnrdns memla. 

Linn., Syst. IN' at., 10th ed., p. 170 (1758). 
Type-locality : Europe, restricted to Sweden. 


Key to Subspecies. 


A. Legs and feet dark brown 

B. Legs and feet yellow or orange-yellow. 

a. No collar on hind neck. 

a'. Head rather blacker than back ....... 

h' . Head same colour as back. 

//'. Eeathers of upper parts with broad 

blue-grey margins 

Z»". Feathers of upper parts without any 
pale margins 

b. A distinct grey-brown collar on hind 

neck 

c. A bold, white collar on hind neck 


T. m. mcLvimus, i). 123. 

T, m. simillimue, p 125. 

T. m. kinnidi, p. 126. 

T. m. hourdillom, p. 127. 

T. m. niffroinleiis, p. 128. 
T, m, albocmctus, p. 129. 


It Tseems necessary to treat all these forms as merely races of 
our European Blackbird, Ihirdus merida meinila ; it is true that 
if the all black 2\ mertila nmmla is compared with the white- 
necked T. m. alhocincUiS the contrast is startling but the dif- 
ference is bridged over bv simillimus with its darker head but no 
collar and nigropilem wnth its distinct, grey collar. In no cases 
do the breeding ranges of any two of these birds overlap, although 
the habitats of the two extreme forms masaimus and alhodnctus 
approach nearest together. 

It would appear as if at some time there bad been a migration 
movement of the Blackbird Southward, certain birds having 
become sedentary and acquired local differences ; then at some later 
period there had again been a migratory movement, this time 
Northw^ard, resulting in another sedentary bird with a white collar. 


(565) Turdus merula maximus. 

The Ceoteal Asiait Beackbibu. 

Merula maxima Seebohm, Cat. B. M., v, p. 405 (1881) (Kashmir, 
restricted to Gulmeig, Jerdon, Ibis, 1872, p. 137) ; Blanf. &, Oates, 
ii, p. 123. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — ^Adult male. All black, in fresh plumage deep 
and glossy but rather brownish in old bleached plumage, especially 
below. 
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Colours of soft parts. “ Iris dark brown ; bill dull yellow, tip 
and narial region dusky ; legs and feet very dark brown ” 
(a H. 1\ Whitehead), 

Measurements. Total length about 280 niin. ; wing 150 to 
157 mm. ; tail 107 to 120 mm. ; tarsus 38 mm. ; culmen 20 min. 
Hartert gives the wing as up to 160 mm. in the male. 

Female. Dark brown, the feathers ot‘ the upper part tinged 
with slaty but not distinctly greyish as in some races ; the throat 
is concolorous with the breast in the fully adult bird. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements similar to male but 
the bill is much duller. 

Nestling. Dark brown, the mantle streaked and the lower back, 
rump and upper tail-coverts barred with fulvous ; centre of chin 
and throat mottled rufous and black; breast, head and sides oE 
neck blackish ; lower breast, abdomen and flanks barred rufous, 
fulvous and dark brown. 

Distribution. The only Indian birds in the British Museum 
are the type, a young male, and another bird from Kashmir ; the 
series obtained by Captain C. H. T. Whitehead on the N.B. 
Frontier, two specimens obtained by the Mount Everest Expedition 
and one from Bhutan. It is also found in North and North-West 
Kashmir, whence it extends into the highest ranges of Garhwal, and 
Mr, S. L. Whymper found it in the Niti Valley in Kiimaon. 

NidijS-cation. Mr. Whymper first found this bird breeding iu 
some numbers on the Garhwal Hills at an elevation between 
13,000 and 14,000 feet in the Nila Valley. Col. Buchanan took 
its nest in Kashmir at Ajiharwat, over 14,000 feet and just under 
the snow line, aud finally Capt. C. H. T. Whitehead found several 
nests in the Kohat aud Kurram country at 11,000 feet upwards. 
The nest is described as a bulky cup of moss and grass, lined with 
mud aud with an inner lining of grass. It is sometimes placed 
in a tree such as an ilex or Cyprus, sometimes on a bank or ledge 
of rock or in a liole in a cliff. The eggs number three or four 
and are just like large specimens of the English Blackbird's. 
They measure 31*2-34'5x 24*2-'22'l mm. The breeding-season 
seems to be June and July but some birds are very earlv 
breeders for Whymper saw young birds from which he calculated 
the eggs must have been laid by the 5th of May, when the whole 
valley was deep in snow and quite inaccessible. The male bird 
sometimes breeds in immature plumage. 

Habits. The Central Asian Blackbird should, perhaps, more 
properly be called the Himalayan Blackbird, for its range outside 
these mountains is not known with any certainty. It is doubtful 
if it is migratory in the true sense of the word, probably only 
clianging its elevation with the seasons and never descending far 
into the plains or low hills. In Summer it is found up to 17,000 
feet, well above the snow line, and it is said to be a w ild, wary 
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bird, generally going about singly or in pairs, less often in small 
parties of thiee or four. Its flight is similar to that of other 
Blackbirds but very powerful and switfc. Whitehead, who found 
it fairly common near Hazara aboAe 12,000 feet, savs he never 
heard it utter the wild alarm note of the English Blackbird but 
only the “low chuckle eh araci eristic of the genus.” He adds 
that it was “usually found feeding on small white caterpillars, 
which were very common on the grassy slopes, or amongst rocks 
and sometimes in Juniper scrub.” 


(560) Tnrdus mernla similliraus. 

The ISTilguii Blackbijrj). 

Tu! dus simillimus Jerdon, Madr. J. L. S., x, p. 253 (1839) (Nilgiiis). 

Merula simillUna, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 124. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Eorehead, crown and nape black; 
whole upper plumage and exposed wings and tail dark ashy brow n; 
the lower plumage, axillaries and under wing-coverts dark brown, 
the feathers obsoletely edged paler. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill yellow to reddish orange ; 
legs orange-yellow. 

Measurements. Total length about 260 mm. ; w ing 122 to 
134 mm ; tail 88 to 99 mm. ; tarsus about 35 mm ; culinen about 
24 mm. 

Eemale. Above dark ashy brown, below brownish grey, the chin 
and throat paler and streaked with dark brown ; in some specimens 
there are obsolete pale shaft-stripes on the feathers of the breast 
and abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts as in male but the bill paler and duller. 

Measurements. Wing 118 to 130 mm. 

HestUng. Dark brown above, the feathers of the mantle wdtli 
pale centres and shafts, below fulvous, the feathers with pale 
centres and dark edges ; the squamations bolde.st on breast, flanks, 
and sides of neck, wing-coverts streaked and tipped with fulvous. 

Distribution. The higher ranges of the Nilgiris, Braliinagiris 
and Paliii Hills in South India. 

Nidification. The Nilgiri Blackbird breeds from March right on 
to August, during which months Captain Packard found both 
incompleted nests and nests with eggs. The nests are massive but 
well-built cups made of moss, roots, grass and leaves, more or less 
plastered together with mud and with a neat lining of grass. 
They are placed as a rule in small trees from 5 to 20 feet 
from the ground, standing in the “ sholas ” and more open country, 
on the edges of nullahs and ravines or, more -rarely, inside the 
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denser forests of the big valleys. The eggs vary from three to 
five, the latter number very rare, and are a sort of halt-way type 
between those of the English Blackbird and those of the English 
Thrush. The ground-colour is a pale to fairly strong blue-green 
and the markings consist of numerous spots and small blotches of 
reddish brown, more numerous than in the Thrush but never 
confluent and smudgy as in the Blackbird. In shape they are 
broad obtuse ovals with a stout hard texture and fair gloss. The 
average of fifty eggs is 29*3x21’3 mm. and the extremes are: 
maxima 33*2 X 22*8 and 30*0 x 23*4 mm. ; minima 27*1 x 22*1 and 
27-2 X 19*8 mm. 

Habits. This fine Blackbird frequents alike forests and open 
country'-, often entering gardens and orchards and, except in the 
breeding season, is comparatively tame and fearless. Its vocal 
powers have been much contested but General Betham and many 
others claim that it is a fine songster. It is principally a ground 
feeder but also frequents both high and low trees for this purpose. 
It is very active on its feet and also is a powerful flier. 


(567) Ttirdiis merula kinnisii. 

The Ceyloh Blaokbied. 

Merula kinnisii Blyth, J. A. S.B , xx, p. 177 (1861) (Oeylon). 

Merida kinnisi, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 124. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage, wings and tail black with 
distinct, broad blue-grey margins ; loM'^er plumage brown, suffused 
with slaty and less broadly margined with paler brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale brown to dark brown ; eyelids 
and bill orange-yellow ; logs and feet lemon-yellow to yellow- 
ochre, 

Measurements. Total length about 240 mm. ; wing 107 to 
113 mm.; tail 85 to 93 mm.; tarsus about 33 mm.; culmen 
about 22 mm. 

Female. Above dark brown, suffused with slaty on the mantle 
and margins of wings ; below brown, palest on the abdomen, less 
strongly marked with purplish slaty and sometimes faintly showing 
pale shafts in the feathers of the posterior flanks and abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male but paler and duller. 

Measurements. Wing 104 mm. ; tail 78 mm. ; tarsus 32 mm. 

Nestling. Above rich dark brown, feathers of mantle with pale 
shafts and those of back and coverts with dark edges ; below rich 
fulvous, the centre of the chin and throat immaculate, the 
remainder with lighter shafts and broad dark brown edges. 

Distribution. Oeylon only ; above 2,500 feet. 
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NidifLcation. The Ceylon Blackbird appears to breed in April, 
May and June, making a cup- shaped nest of moss, leaves, roots 
and grass, matted together internally and lined with mud, inside 
which is a further lining of fine moss. According to Legge and 
his correspondents it may be placed in almost any position — out- 
house, a bush in a garden or in cultivated ground, or well inside 
dense forest in some small tree or sapling. Legge gives the 
normal full clutch of eggs as four and says they are like those of 
the English Blackbird. Eggs taken by OaiDtaiti Aldworth on the 
Bopat Bange in April and May are like those of the ]?7ilgiri 
Blackbird but rather more richly coloured, certainly they are not 
like those of an English Blackbird. They measure about 23*8 x 
20*9 min. and are short broad ovals in shape. 

Habits. The Ceylon Blackbird is found from about 2,500 feet 
to the tops of the highest ranges. It has been found feeding on 
grains of rice left by pilgrims on the suiniiiit of Adam’s Peak ; it 
is very common on the Horton Plains and again at Nuwara Eliya. 
It is said to be a shy bird, keeping much to dense forest with 
ample undergrowth, feeding both on the ground and on the tops 
of the highest trees. It is a fine songster, the song being like that 
of its English relative but softer and lower. "When singing it 
comes often into the more open parts and edges of the forest, 
especially in the mornings and evenings, when it sings most 
regularly. 


(568) Tordus merula bourdilloiu. 

Botjedtixon’s Blackbied. 

Merula bourdilloni Seebohm, Cat. B. M., v, p. 251 (1881) (Travan- 
core) ; Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 125. 

Merula erythrotis, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 12C. 

Vernacular names. Poda jpalisa (Tel.). 

Description. — Adult male. Differs from the Ceylon Blackbird 
in having no slate-grey or blue-grey edges to the feathers. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill, legs and feet bright 
orange-red. 

Ulleasurements. Total length about 250 mm. : wing 117 to 
124 mm. ; tail 90 to 99 mm. ; tarsus about 34 mm. ; calmen about 
22 mm. 

Female differs from that of the Ceylon race in being browner 
above and much paler and browner below, the flanks and abdomen 
being marked with a very faint lilac tinge. 

Colours of soft parts similar to the male but duller. 

Measurements. Tlie wings of the females measure from 110 to 
124 mm. 

Hestling similar to that of MnnisH but not quite so dark- 

Merula erythrotis of 'Davison is nothing but a female 
hourdilloni with some pigment on the head which has turned the 
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cheeks, throat, etc. very red. This pigment, as G-rant has shown 
(Ibis, 1896), is removable with a piece of damp blotting-paper. 

Distribution. South-West India from South Travancore to the 
Palni Hills. 

liTidification. Eouvdillon says that the breeding- season of this 
Thrush is from April to June, during which months it nests in the 
higher hills above 3,500 feet in Travancore and as low down as 
3,000 feet in the Palni Hills. The nest is a very massive, deep cup 
of moss and moss roots lined \iith mud and sometimes with mucli 
mud in the body of the nest. The inner lining is of tine grass and 
fine roots. In size it is anything from 5 to 8 niches externally 
both in diameter and depth, whilst the internal ineiisurements are 
about 4 by 3 inches or rather less. 

The eggs seem to number only two or three, judging from the 
few clutches found hut possibly these were not full clutches though 
on one occasion a single egg was taken partly incubated. They 
resemble the eggs of Turdus m. simillimns, but are ratlier more 
richly and profusely marked. Eive eggs sent me by Mr. T. F. 
Bourdillon measure 27*8-30*1 mm. x 20*1-22*9. 

Habits quite similar to those of T. m. Jcinnisil, but more entirely 
a forest bird and confined to the evergreen forests with ample 
undergrow^th. It is not a rare bird but though its fine song may 
often be heard throughout the breediug-season it is very shy aud 
is seldom seen. 


(569) Turdus merula nig^ropileus. 

The Black- capped Blackbikd. 

Ttirdm nigropilevs Lafres., Deless., Voy. de ITnde, pt. ii, p. 27 
(1843) (India i now restricted to Ootacamund, Nilgiris). 

Merula nigropileus, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 126. 

Yemacular names. Kasturi (Hind.) ; Poda jpalim (Tel.). 

Description. — ^Adnlt male. Forehead to nape and sides of head 
black ; hind neck, interscapulars, sides of neck and whole lower 
plumage, brownish grey, more rusty on the breast and more grey 
on the flanks and the centre of the abdomen albescent ; remainder 
of upper parts, wings and tail dark ashy, the tail darker and 
browner than the back. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris reddish brown to dark brown ; bill 
dull pale orange to orange-yellow ; legs and feet dull pale yellow 
to lemou-yellow. 

Measurements. Total length about 260 nun.; wing 126 to 
132 mm. ; tail 86 to 95 mm. ; tarsus 33 mm. ; culmen 22 mm. 

Female. Whole upper plumage ashy brown, the cap slightly 
darker and browner, the rump greyer ; ear-coverts pale-shafted ; 
chin aud throat grey, streaked with brown. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male but darker and duller. 
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Measurements. Wing 122 to 130 mm. ; tail 92 mm. 

Young male like the female but more heavily streaked on chin 
and throat. 

Distribution. Western India, North of the range of the last 
bird, i. e. North of Mysore and the Nilgiris, through the South 
Bombay Presidency as far North as Mount Abu and to Sambulpur 
and Baipur in the Central Provinces. A specimen from Travancore 
in the British Museum seems to be this bird though labelled 
tmicolor. 

NidifLcation. The Black-capped Blackbird breeds throughout 
the hills and broken country of the Southern and central parts of 
its range from J une to September between the loot-hills and 3,000 
or 4,000 feet. In the extreme North and East it is probably only 
a non-breeding visitor during the Winter. The ne&t is the usual 
mud and moss nest with a grass lining built by all these Thrushes 
but has less moss and more twigs and grass used in its construction. 
It is generally placed in a tali bush or sapling, sometimes in a 
comparatively low bush, on the outskirts of forest. It may 
occasionally be found in open country and, even less often, well 
inside forests. 

The eggs number three to five, and fifty eggs average 
27*4x20*9 mm., the extremes being: maxima 29*4x23*1 mm. 
and minima 24*8 X 20*0 mm. 

It is worthy of note that our Southern Indian species of TurduSy 
which are so closely allied to the European Blackbird, all lay eggs 
nearer those of the Song-Thrush in colour, whereas our Northern 
Thrushes reverse the process and Jay eggs more like those of the 
Blackbird. 

Habits. The Black-capped Blackbird is a rather more familiar 
bird in its habits than either ©f the last two races ; it inhabits 
both the lighter forests and open country and may even be found 
in the surroundings of villages and in gardens. In the Winter it 
wanders well into the plains but shortly before the rains break, in 
May, it moves into the more broken ground and ascends the hills 
to some 5,000 or 6,000 feet. It is a fine songster. 

(570) Turdus merula albocinctus. 

The White-colIiABbu Blaokbied. 

Turdus albocinctus Royle, 111. Him. Bot. p. Ixxvii (1839) (Hima- 
layas). 

Merula aUncitwta. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 127. 

VernaCTilar names. Kundoo Kastura (Hind.). 

Description.--rAdiilt male. Neck and upper back, centre of chin 
and throat white; remainder of plumage deep chocolate -brown,, 
glossed with black ; under tail-coverts with white central streaks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill bright yellow, more 
or less dusky at tip ; legs and feet yellow to huffy yellow. 
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Measurements. Total length about 275 mm. ; wing 142 to 
151 ram.; tail 101 to 109 mm. ; tarsus 35 mm. ; culineii 23 mm. 

Female. A collar as in the male, but ashy white instead o£ pure 
white ; dark parts in the male replaced with rufous- brown, dark 
above and paler below, the feathers ot these parts often fringed 
with still paler fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male. 

Measurements. Wing 131 to 143 mm.; tail 100 to 104 mm. ; 
tarsus 35 mm. ; culmen 22 mm. 

Nestling. A^ery dark brown, the feathers of the head and mantle, 
back ami upper tail-coverts streaked with rufous : below rich 
fulvous-rufous barred with blackish. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Eastern Kashmir, Simla 
States, Garhwal, through to Nepal, Sikkim and Assam and South to 
Manipur. It occurs in Winter in Cachar, Kaga Hills and Khasia 
Hills, but is not resident there or in Manipur. 

NidifLcation. They breed during May and J une from 7,000 feet 
upwards, making a massive nest of moss, roots and leaves, 
apparentl3»^ sometimes, but not always, mixed with mud aud lined 
with grass and roots. It is generally placed on a high bush or 
sapling in forests but occasionally in among the roots of a fallen 
tree or on a steep bank. The eggs number three or four and 
approach nearei- the Blackbird type of egg than do those of tlie 
Southern birds, though the}" are more richly and boldly blotched 
with various shades of reddish and reddish brown. The average 
of twenty-five eggs is 30*9 x 21-1 mm., and the extremes are: 
maxima 32*6 x 22'1 mm. ; minima 29*3 x 20*9 and 32-2 x 20 0 mm. 

Habits. Although the White-collared Blackbird breeds at very 
high elevations, certainly sometimes up to 12,000 feet, m Winter 
it descends to the foot-hills and even into the adjacent plains. 
Mr. S. L. Wh yin per obtained it in the foot-hills oh the Garhwal 
Kanges and Mr. H. IStevens found it in the plains below the 
Dafla Hills. Coltart got it at Margherita practically in the plains 
but in the Cachar, Naga Hills, Khasia and Manipur ranges it 
seldom descends below 3,000 feet. It feeds a great deal on high 
trees and is a bold, fearless bird in its habits. 


(671) Ttirdus l)oxilboiil. 

Tub Geby-wiitoeu Bbackbied. 

Lamusboulbotd Lath., Ind. Orn., i, p.80 (1790) (India; now restricted 
to Darjeeling). 

Merula boulbouL Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 130. 

Yernacular names. ^^^^^^(Hind.); Patariyarmsaicha^BeTig,)- 
Phoyiong-jpJio (Lepcha) ; Chemam (Bhut.). 

Description. — Adult male. Tips of median wing-coverts, outer 
webs of greater coverts and inner secondaries and edges of outer 
secondaries ashy grey ; remainder of upper plumage, wings and tail 
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black ; below from cbin browiusb blacky paling towards tbe centi'e 
of the abdomen and vent and the feathers of these parts narrowly 
margined with pale silvery grey. 

Colours of soft parts. Ins brown, the eyelids orange-yellow ; 
bill coral-red to deep orange, possiblv according to age, blackish 
at the tip ; legs and feet brownish yellow. 

Measurements. Total length about 280 mm.; wing 141 to 
147 mm.; tail 107 to 112 rum.; tarsus 34 mm.; culmen 21 to 
22 mm. 



Fig. 17.— Head of 21 houUmtl, 


Female. Has the black of tbe male replaced by olive-brown and 
the marks on the wing are pale rufous, not contrasting much with 
the other parts. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male but the bill yellow to orange. 

Measurements. Wing 136 to 146 mm. 

Mestlings. From the earliest stages the males seem darker than 
the females, being dark brown as against rufous-brown in tbe 
latter. The upper parts are streaked with fulvous and have darker 
edges to the feathers ; below they are broadly edged with brown. 
Young males seem to have a transition stage "between this and the 
adult plumage, losing the bars on the lower plumage but retaining 
the naiTow pale shaft-stripes. 

Distribution. Murree, East to the extreme East and South of 
Assam and Manipur. 

Midification. Breeds throughout its range from the end of 
April to June but occasionallv much earlier, as Stevens found a 
nest with eggs on the 8th of March at Polpoti in Nepal at about 
6,000 feet. It breeds in great numbers about Murree, up as high 
as 10,000 feet but more often between 7,000 and 8,000 feet. In 
the hills South of the Brahmaputra it is a rare resident, breeding 
as low as 4,500 feet. The nest is a large and rather massive cup 
of moss, foots and grasses with an internal lining of mud, not 
always, however, present, and an inner lining of grass and roots. 
It is placed either on the ground, among the roots of a tree, on a 
steep bank, on a ledge of rock or ou a stout branch of a tree some 
10 to 30 feet from the ground. The eggs are rather of the 
Blackbird’s type of egg but often much more richly coloured. The 
ground-colour varies from a pale dingy green to a rather bright 
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yellowish or pinkish stone-colour, whilst tlie numerous, rather 
smudgy markings are of pale dull reddish brown. They are 
scattered fairly equally over the whole surface, seldom more 
numerous at the larger end . Forty eggs average 29-4 x 21*8 mm. • 
maxima 33*9 x 23*3 mm. ; minima 26‘5 X 20*1 and 27’2 x 19'9 mm. 

Habits. This Blackbird is a forest bird, though it frequents the 
outskirts and open glades rather than the interiors, except during 
the breeding months. It is very sedentary and does not appear to 
move much with the seasons, even vertically. It probably seldom 
wanders much above 9,000 feet and, on the other hand, even in 
Winter is equally seldom found below 3,000 feet. It is a quiet bird, 
feeding much on the ground and shunning observation. The song 
is a fine deep series of whistles, much like the early spring song of 
our English Blackbird but it sings very little except in the early 
mornings. 


(572) Turdus castaneus castaneus. 

The Gebt-headed Thettsh. 

Merida castanea Gould, P.Z. S-, 1835, p. 185 (Sikkim); Blanf. & 
Oates, ii, p. 128. 

Vernacular names. Lai Kastura (Hind.). 

Description. — Adult male. Head grey, paling to almost white 
on chin, throat and posterior neck ; back dark chestnut, lower 
back, rump and upper tail-coverts brighter chestnut ; wings and 
tail very dark brown, the secondaries edged a little paler ; below 
from neck chestnut, the centre of the abdomen whitish and 
sometimes marked with black; under tail-coverts black with 
central streaks and broad edges of fulvous- white or white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill, legs and feet and eyelids 
wax-yellow to dusky yellow. 

Measurements. — Male and female. Wing 130 to 142 mm. ; 
tail 95 to 98 mm. ; tarsus 33 mm. ; culmen 21 mm. 

Female. Much duller everywhere ; the head and neck darker 
and brownish, the chestnut everywhere paler and margined below 
with obsolete pale greyish edges ; wungs and tail lighter browm. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male. 

Nestling. Upper parts dark brown streaked with fulvous and 
becoming chestnut-brown on rump and upper tail-coverts, which 
have bright edges ; below dull chestnut on sides of neck and breast, 
and on flanks changing to whit© tinged with rufous on the centre 
of these parts, all heavily barred with dark brown. 

Distribution. From Kashmir to Sikkim and Bhutan. It is 
found in Assam m winter to the extreme East and South but 
some of these records may possibly refer to the next race. 

Nidification. Breeds almost throughout Kashmir, Garhwal and 
West Nepal, How far it breeds to the East is very doubtful. 
Stevens does not think it breeds in Sikkim or, if it does, it does so 
at very high levels only and even in winter it is a rare bird. The 
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nest is very like that of the G-rey-winged Blackbird and is 
placed in similar positions. It, however, seldom, if ever, breeds 
below 6,000 feet and nearly always over 7,000 feet. The eggs are 
three or four in number, rarely five, long ovals in shape and are- 
very like English Blackbird eggs, but generally more boldly marked 
and redder in tint. Fifty eggs average 30'6x21’6 mm.: maxima 
35*0 X 21*0 and 29*6 x 22*8 mm*; minima 28*1 x 21*2 and 32*5 x 
20*6 mm. 

The principal breeding months are May and June, bnt Marshall 
found eggs at Murree just ready to hatch ” on the 20fch of April. 

Habits. The Grey-headed Thrush is found in summer from 
7,000 feet up to 12,000 feet, descending to the foot-hills in winter 
and a short way into the plaius. During the breeding-season it 
keeps much to evergreen forest, often some distance inside, but in 
the winter months it comes far more into the open and at this 
time several birds may be seen together. 

(573) Turdus castaneus gouldi. 

Gould’s GaET-HEA.DED Thbush. 

Merula youldi Verr., Nouv. Arch. Mus. d’Hist. Nat. yi, p. 34 (1871) 
(W. Setchuan). 

Vernacular names. Daolcat gagao iala (Cachari). 

Description. — ^Adnlt male. Similar to the Grey-headed Thrush 
but much darker, the head and neck are dark brown-grey and 
less abruptly defined from the chestnut back. Chestnut above 
and below miicli richer and there is no central pale streak on 
the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts as in castaneus. 

Measurements. Wing 137 to 148 niin. ; tail 104 to 106 mm. ; 
tarsus 34 mm. ; culmen 23 mm. 

Distribution. Eastern Tibet to Kansu and Tsiulmg. In winter 
this iorm is found as far Went as Assam, a single specimen having 
been obtained by Mr. H. Stevens at Dejoo in Lakhiin])ur in March. 
Possibly some, if not all the South Assam and Burmese records of 
T. cctstamus castaneus refer to this bird. Two males shot by me 
in the Khasia Hills and one in North Cachar were certainly all 
Gould’s Thrushes and I have a note recorded at the time referring 
to their exceptionally dark rich plumage. A sjjecimeii in the 
British Museum from Nepal is undoubtedly referable to this race- 
There are also two specimens from Tuniian. 

Nidificatiou and Habits. Practically nothing recorded. 

(574) Turdus eunomus. 

The Dusky Thbush. 

Turdus emwmus Temm., PI. OoL, ii, pi. 514 (1831) (Japan). 

Merula fuscata. Blaof. & Oates, ii, p. 129. 

Vernacular names. Daokat (Cachari). 
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Description. — Adnlt male in Winter. Forehead and crown black 
with narrow grey margins, the remainder o£ the upper plumage 
blackish brown, each feather with broad rufous-grey margins which 
become more and more rufous towards the tail ; tail dark brown ; 
winglet brown ; wing-coverts and quills dark brown, the former 
and the secondaries broadly and the primaries narrowly edged with 
pale chestnut; a broad superciiium greyish white; lores and 
posterior ear-coverts black; cheeks, sides ot throat and neck w^hite 
spotted with black ; chin, throat and fore-neck white tinged with 
buff ; lower parts w’hite ringed with buff on the breast and the 
feathers of the breast and flanks with broad black centres which 
form a gorget across the upper breast; under tail-coverts pale 
chestnut witli white edges. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris golden-brown to brown ; bill dusky 
brown, almost black on the culmen, 3el!owish at the base ; legs 
light brown to dark brown. 

Measurements. Total length 260 mm. ; wings 124 to 138 mm. ; 
tail S3 to 90 mm. ; tarsus 34 iiini.; culmen 20 min. 

Female. Above olive-brown to browu from forehead to tail, the 
rump and upper tail-coverts more rufous than elsewhere ; the chin 
and throat are generally much more spotted wdth dark brown than 
in the male and the breast less spotted ; the rufous on the w ings 
is much paler and duller. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements practically as in the 
male. 

Distribution. Northern Asia from West to extreme East, in 
winter wandering South to Northern India, Assam, Burma 
and China. 

Nidification. This Thrush breeds during May and June as far 
North as the limits of tree-growth, making a rough and untidy nest 
of grass, twigs, moss, etc., lined with mud and with a further 
lining of fine grasses. The nest is generally placed on small 
isolated trees and often within a foot or two of the ground. The 
eggs number four or five and are of the Blackbird type, though 
some are rather more definitely blotched and spotted. Forty-eight 
eggs average 27-8 x 20-6 mm.; maxima 30*6 X 19'5 and 27*0 x 
22*2 mm. ; minima 24*1 x 19*2 min. and 24*2x19*0 mm. 

.Habits The Dusky Thrush is an inhabitant of open, semi- 
wooded country and even when on migration in its winter 
quarters prefers open fields and gi ass-lands w’ltb thin forest 
rather than the denser w oods. Its flight is swift and powerful 
and it is said to have a rough harsh note. 

(575) Turdus kessleri. 

Pbzewalski's Thbush. 

Tx&'dm kesshni'Bvzew,^ Mong. Stran. Tangut.,p. 62 (1876) (Kansu). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.— Adult male. Whole liead, neck and extreme 
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upper breast black; inlerscapulars, back and breast dull rufous 
white changing into dull dark rufous on lower back, rump, upper 
tail-coverts, flanks and abdomen ; wings and tad black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill yellow, dusky at tip ; 
legs and feet ho rnv -brown 

ISICeasTireineiLts. Total length about 275 mm.; wing 148 to 
155 inui. ; tail 109 to 118 mm.; tarsus 38 mm.; culmen 21 miii. 

Female. Head and neck, wings and tail dark brown ; remaining 
plumage ashy grey, more rufescent below and darker and browner 
on upper tail-coverts. 

FCeasurements. AVing 143 to 148 mm.; tail 112 to 113 mm.; 
culmen 21 mm. 

Distribution. East Tibet, Setebuan, Koko-Nur to Kansu. 
A single specimen has been killed in Sikkim close to Darjeeling at 
about 9,000 feet and Mandelli also obtained it in Tibet close to the 
Sikkim border. 

Nidiflcation. Pleske describes tw o nests as made of grass roots 
etc. with hair and feathers of Perdisc sifanica in the lining and 
says they were placed in hollows in rocks beside a stream. The 
eggs are said to be like those of the Field I are and ten eggs 
average 31*5 x 22*7 inin. 

Habits. This is a bird of great altitudes, breeding at 12,000 feet 
among conifers or junipers on the great wooded plateaus of 
Eastern Tibet and West China Even in Winter it appears only 
to descend to about 5,000 feet and never to the Plains. 

(576) Turdus pallidus. 

The Pale Thuush. 

Tardus •pallidas Gmel., S. N., i, p 815 (1789) (Lake Baikal). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Lores black ; forehead and crown 
dark aslTy-grey, with darker streaks, shading on the nape into the 
rufous brown of the back, wing-coverts, rum]) and upper tail- 
coverts; tail dark brown, the two outermost pairs broadly tijiped 
with white, the white sometimes also visible on the third and even 
the fourth j>air*; wing-quills dark brown edged with pale grey ; 
chin white, sides of the neck, throat and fore-neck ashy-grey, 
changing to rufescent vinous on tlie upper breast and flanks ; under 
wing-coverts and axillaries pearl grey ; centre of breast, abdomen, 
vent and under tail-coverts white, the last named vsith broad 
brown edges. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill, upper mandible browm, 
lower yellowish white ; legs pale brown (^Dresser). 

Measurements. Wing 123 to 130 mm ; tail 95 to 98 mm. 
tarsus about 31 or 32 mm. ; culmen about 19*5 to 22 mm. 

Female similar to the male but with tlie throat and fore-neck 
while streaked with brown and the ear-coverts streaked with white. 
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Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male. 

Young male similar to the female with broad wliite lips to the 
the greater coverts. 

Nestling. Above dark rufous-brown with pale central streaks 
and darker edges ; below white, more rufous on the breast and 
flanks and heavily spotted with black ; wing-ooverts edged with 
rufous. 

Distribution. Eastern Siberia to Japan and South in winter to 
Corea, South China, Eormosa, etc. ; 2 ilso obtained by Dr. Coltart 
in Assam (Hartert, Yog. Pal. i, p. 655). 

Nidification, The Pale Thrush has been found breeding at the 
mouth of the Ussuri River in E. Siberia. The nest is said to be a 
cup made of roots, grass, moss and pine-needles lined with grass, 
generally placed not very high up in a tree. The eggs, tour or 
five in number, are pale greenish blue rather finely spotted with 
reddish brown. The few eggs known vary greatly in size, measur- 
ing 25-32 X 19*5-20*4 mm. 

The breeding-season is June. 

Habits. This is said to be a very shy bird, haunting well-wooded 
localities. It has a very sweet song. 

(577) Turdus ruficollis. 

The EED-THBOATEn Tebush. 

Tiit’dus vujicdlis Pall., Reis. Russ. Reichs, iii,p. 694(1770) (Dauria). 

Merida vujicollh, Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 130. 

Vernacular names. JDaokat gajao (Caehari). 

Description. — Adult male. Whole upper plumage and wing- 
coverts light ashy brown; the centres of the feathers sometimes 
darker on the forehead and crown; greater wing-coverts and 
quills dark brown edged with silvery ashy ; tail rufous, the central 
tail-feathers broadly, the lateral feathers successively more 
narrowly tipped with dark brown; supercilium, cheeks, chin, 
throat and breast chestnut, this colour mingling with fhe ashy 
ear-coverts and sides of the neck ; a few black specks down each 
side of the chin and throat ; lower plumage from breast white, 
the sides of the breast and flanks mottled with dark ashy and the 
bases of the under tail-coverts chestnut; axillaries and under 
wing-coverts orange-brown. In Winter the chestnut feathers are 
fringed with whitisli. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill yellow, rather dull in 
tint and with the culmen and tip dark brown ; legs and feet grey 
to fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 183 to 143 mm. ; tail 101 to 105 mm. ; 
tarsus about 35 mm.; culmen about 18 to 19 mm. 

Pemale. Like the male but the chestnut of breast etc. paler, 
and much mottled with wliite and more or less heavily spotted 
with black. Very old females are hardly distinguishable from males. 
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Colours of soft parts and Measoremeuts similar to the male 
but very slightly smaller. 

Young male like the female but with less rufous. 

Distribution. Eastern Siberia and possibly Northern China, in 
winter South to India from Kashmir ibo Assam, Northern 
Burma and South China. 

Nididcation. Unknown. 

Habits. The Hed-throated Thrush is found in the Eastern 
Sub -Himalayas and adjacent plains in very great numbers between 
October and March. At this time they associate in very large 
flocks and Dr. Coltart and I have frequently seen flocks of two 
to three hundred at Margherita. They are birds of the open 
country but prefer such as is surrounded by forest or, at least, 
plentifully furnished with large trees. They teed for the most 
pare oil the ground, eating grain, berries and insects, but when 
disturbed fly with great swiftness to the nearest tall tree, uttering 
a loud, but sweet, alarm-cry as they rise. They are also very 
active on toot and when pursuing termites show great energy and 
accuracy in seizing their winged prey, running along the ground 
and leaping in the air to catch them as they rise. 

I see no reason to consider atrogularis to be a race of this bird. 
It is true they are often found together, for they are Winter visitors, 
coming in great numbers at. about the same tune and haunting 
the same kind of country but I have never seen an adult bird 
which could not be ascribed to one or the other species without 
difficulry. Very old males occasionally have the red breast very 
deeply coloured and even with a little black ou the lower breast, 
but I have never seen any specimen of the Black-throated Thrush 
with any signs of red upon its throat or breast. 

(578) Turdus atrogularis. 

The Blaok-theoatbd Tebush. 

Turdus atrogularis Temm., Man. d’Orn., i, p. 80 (1790) 

Austria and Silesia). 

Merula atrigularis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 131. 

Vernacular names. Macli-reycha (Beng.) ; Daokat gas7iim 
(Cachari). 

Description. — ^Adnlt male. Whole upper plumage, sides of head 
and neck, wing- coverts and edges of wing and tail-feathers light 
greyish brown ; the wings and tail-quills dark brown ; the feathers 
of the forehead and crown have dark brown centres ; lores, an 
indistinct supercilium, cheeks, chin, throat and breast black ; 
remainder of lower plumage white, the flanks lightly mottled with 
grey and the bases of the under tail-coverts brown ; under wing- 
coverts dull orange-brown ; axillaries rufous grey. 

In Winter the black feathers are edged with pale grey. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill yellow, the tip and 
final quarter of the culmen black ; legs pale yellowish brown. 
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Measurements. Wing 130 to 140 mm.; tail 101 to 105 mm.; 
tarsus about 35 mm. ; culmen IS to 19 mm. 

Female. Above, similar to the male ; belovi% chin, throat and 
fore-neck white heavily spotted with black ; breast and flanks ashy, 
the upper breast boldly spotted with black and the loww breast and 
flanks streaked w ith dark brown ; remainder of lower plumage 
white. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male. 

Measurements. A mere trifle smaller than in the male : wing 
129 to 136 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in West Siberia and Central Asia to 
Chitral, Kashmir and Ladak ; Murree {Rattray) and Sikkim 
{Qaj^iain 2\tylor), 

In Winter it wanders South to the Plains of l^orthern India 
from Karachi through the United Provinces to Behar and Bengal, 
In Western Europe it has straggled as far as England and Scotland. 

Kidiflcation. Within our limits this Thrush appears to breed 
ill May as it also does in the Altai but on the Yenisei Popham 
found nest and eggs in June. The nest is made of twigs, moss 
and grass, sometimes with an inner lining of mud, sometimes 
without, and with a final lining of fine grasses. It appears to 
always place its nest on small trees at no great height from the 
ground, though Battray once took one from a pine 30 feet up. 
The eggs are said to vary between two extremes, one like that of 
the Common Blackbird, the other like that of the Missel-Thrush. 
All the Indian and Altai eggs I have seen are like the former. 
Eorty-oiie eggs average 29'6x21*5 and the extremes are: 
maxima 31*5 x 21-0 and 31*4 x 22-1 mm.; minima 27-4:x21*6 
and 31*2 x 20*0 mm. 

Habits. \ ery similar to those of the last bird. It visits 
Northern India in very great numbers in Winter but very few 
lemain to breed in the Himalayas. In the ranges between 
Afghanistan and India a few breed at 9,000 feet and over, and 
again a few remain to breed at about 10,000. feet in the Galis 
about Murree, From Sikkim I received birds and eggs from 
Captain Taylor, taken at about 12,000 feet. It has a fine song, 
which may be heard in March and early April before the birds leave 
on migration to their breeding haunts. 


(579) Turdus unicolor. 

Ttokbll^s Thrush. 

Tttrdus miicolor Tickell, J. A. S. B., ii, p. 577 (1833) (Borabhum, 
Bengal). 

Me) via wiicolo9\ Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 132. 

Vernacular names. Desi pawai (Hind.) ; Mac7i~asah (Bene.) ; 
Poda palisa (Tel.). ° 
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Description. — Adult male. Whole upper plumage and visible 
portions ot' \^ings and tail ashy grey; lower plumage pale slaty 
grey, the abdomen, vent and greater part ot* the under tail-coverts 
white ; the chin is generally rather paler grey than the tliroat and 
the feathers are black-shafted ; axillaries ashy grey, generally 
tipped with bulf ; under wing-coverts chestnut on the outer webs 
and tip, and grey at the base of the inner web. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or reddish brown ; bill 3 el low, 
darker at the tip and base o£ culmen ; legs and feet orange-yellow 
to light brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 250 mm. ; wing 121 to 
129 ram. ; tail 80 to 85 mm. ; tarsus about 31 to 32 min. ; culmeii 
19 to 20 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage olive-brown ; lores dark brown with 
faint pale superciliary streak above ; sides of the head and ear- 
coverts mixed brown and fulvous, the latter also with pale 
shaft-stripes ; chin and throat white or fulvous-white, streaked 
with deep broun, the spots forming lines down the sides of the 
chin, throat and fore-neck; breast olive* grey, more or less suffused 
with ochre and spotted w itli dark brown; flanks still more ochreous ; 
abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts white. Under wing-coverts 
and axillaries as in the males. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill yellow ; legs and feet 
yellow to orange-yellow. 

Measurements. AV'ing 114 to 126 mm. 

Nestling. Above rufous broun with broad fulvous central 
streaks ; below fulvous with broad brown bars. 

Older birds are more like the females \^ith profuse black spots 
or bars on the lower plumage and narrow pale shaft-streaks on 
the upper. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Cliitral to Eastern Assam, 
Oacbar and Manipur, South to Kbandala, Eaipiir, Orissa and 
AVestern Bengal and Debar. The specimen referred to this 
species by Jerclon, said to have been taken in Permeade, Travan- 
core, is only a very discoloured specimen of Turdit^ m, nitfripileus. 

Nidifl-cation. This Thrush breeds throughout the Himalayas 
from the extreme North and AV'est as far East as Nepal and, more 
rarely, in Sikkim but apparently does not breed in the hills North 
of Assam. It will be found principally between C,000 and 8,000 
feet but wanders both higher and lower than this for nesting 
purposes, and the few birds which breed in Sikkim probably all 
breed at 9,000 to 10,000 feet. It makes a nest, deep cup-shaped, 
of green and dry moss, moss and other roots, grasses and an odd 
leaf or two, the lining being of fine roots only. Some nests are 
well and compactly built, whilst others are very rough, untidy affairs. 
Most are placed in trees at some height betw^een 6 and 20 feet 
from the ground ; a few are placed in among the roots of fallen 
trees or in similar situations, whilst very rarely they ma}^ be 
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placed aetuallv on the ground. The eggs number three or four 
and occasionally five, and vary in colour from the true Blackbird 
type to others boldly and handsomely blotched with reddish brown 
on a cream ground. The general tint is normally reddish, eggs 
with a greenish ground being exceptional and even in these the 
blotches usually give the tone- Fifty eggs average 27*3 x 19*5 mm. : 
maxima 30*0 x 19*3 and 27*1 x 20*3 mm. ; minima 24*8 X 19*2 and 
25*3 X 18*5 mm. The breeding-season lasts from early May to the 
end of June. 

Habits. One of the most, if not the most, common Thrushes in 
Kashmir and the North-West Himalayas. It abounds in the 
Valley of Kashmir, where one or more pairs mav be found in 
every grove and patch of cover round about the villages, for it 
perhaps haunts the vicinity of habitations and villages even more 
than forests, though it is found in these also. It has a fine Black- 
bird-like song and sings constantly during the breeding- seas on. 

(580) Turdus dissimilis. 

The Black-brbas'i'ed Thrush. 

Tuvdtis disdmilis Blyth, J. A- S. B., xvi,p. 144, No. 12 (1857) (Lower 
Bengal; Himalayas). 

Menda protomehsena. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 133. 

Vernacular names. Baohat goMm-gajao (Oachari). 

Description. — Adult male. Whole head, neck and upper breast 
black, except extreme point of chin which is white ; remainder 
of upper plumage, wings and tail dark slate-grey, not sharply 
defined from the head; lower breast and flanks, axillaries and 
wing-coverts bright orange ferruginous ; abdomen, sometimes 
also the centre ot lower breast, vent and under tail-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep brown ; eyelids pale yellow ; 
bill orange-yellow in breeding-season, paler yellow in winter ; legs 
and feet yellow to orange-yellow. 

Heasurements. Total length about 230 mm.; wing 118 to 
125 mm. ; tail 72 to 78 mm. ; tarsus about 30 mm. ; culmen 
about 20 mm. 

Female. Whole upper plumage dark olive-brown; sides of 
head and ear-coverts ashy f iilvous-brovtm, the shafts of the latter 
paler ; chin and throat, white heavily streaked with brown, the 
spots forming almost confluent lines at the sides ; upper breast 
olivaceous streaked with black; lower breast, flanks, axillaries 
and under tail-coverts orange-rufous; abdomen, \ent and under 
tail-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill, legs and feet wax-yellow. 

Measurements. Wing 116 to 124 mm.; tail 84 to 86 mm.; 
tarsus 33 to 34 mm.; culmen 21 to 22 mm. 

Nestling. Above, dark brown, the feathers with dark blackish 
edges and pale fulvous shaft-stripes ; below, chin, throat and 
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breast as in the female but more heavily spotted; remaining 
under parts orange-fulvous spotted and barred with black. 

The young male is like the female but more spotted below. 

Eothschiid (Nov. Zool., xxviii, p. 31, 1874) shows that 
dissimilis of Blyth must be used for the name of this bird. It 
cannot be rejected merely because Blyth thought that Turdiis 
unicoloT was the female and Turdus dissimilis the male of the 
same species. 

Distribution. Assam South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur, 
Ohm and Kachin Hills, Shan States and Yunuan. 

Nidihcation. The Black-breasted Thrush is resident throughout 
its habitat between 4,000 and 6,000 feet, wandering up to 7,000 or 
8,000 feet in the Naga Hills, Chin Hills and Kachin Hills and up 
to 10,000 feet in Yunnan, where it was obtained by Porest on the 
Lichiang Eange. It is essentially a forest breeder and all the 
nests I have taken were built well inside damp, evergreen forests 
on small trees or high shrubs. In appearance they are like 
rather small, untidy Blackbirds’ nests, made more of green moss 
than anything else, and are placed at no great height from the 
ground. The eggs vary extraordinarily in colour, and in my 
own small series I have eggs exactly like Missel-Thrushes’ eggs, 
others like Blackbirds" and others again very richly marked with 
hold blotches of deep reddish brown on pale green or pale cream 
grounds. They number three or four and are mostly laid in May 
and June but 1 have taken them in early April and again late in 
July. Pifty eggs average 26-8 x 19’8 mm. : maxima 29'0x20'0 
and 27*2 x 21‘0 mm. ; minima 21T X 20*0 and 26-0 x 18*3 mm. 

Habits. This is one ct the most shy and elusive of all the 
bigger Thrushes, shunning observation and keeping almost 
entirely to the interior of forests. It occasionally ventures into 
the pine-woods round about Shillong in the Khasia Hills but 
prefers deep gloomy evergreen forests, which are always damp 
and shady. It is common in the tern and rhododendron forest 
and one often hears its short, sharp alarm rattle, though one 
seldom gets even a glimpse of it as it Sees. It lias a sweet but not 
very powerful song. Its food consists of insects and berries and 
it is a great snail and slug eater, finding them in the mossy cracks 
between the boulders in the forests it frequents. 

(581) Turdus obscurus obscuxus. 

The Dabk Thbush. 

Turdus ohscm'us Gmel,, S. N., i, p. 816 (1789) (Lake Baikal). 

Merida obscura. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 134. 

YenLacular names. Daokat (jasMm (Cachari). 

Description. — Adult male. AVhole upper plumage, sides of 
head aud neck, wing-coverts and edges of tail and wing-quills 
olive-brown, tinged with rufous; lores dark brown; a narrow 
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superciliiim, a patch under the eye and chin white ; throat and 
fore-neck ashy, sides of head, ear-coverts and sides of neck slaty 
grey running on to the upper breast; upper breast and flanks 
pale chestnut ; centre ofc breast and abdomen white; under tail- 
coverts white, margined with brown; axillanes and under 
wing-coverts pale slaty grey. The eai'-coverts are often pale- 
shafted. 

In old males the forehead, crown and nape are sometimes 
tinged with ashy. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris olive-brown or hazel-brown ; bill 
horny-brown, the gape and all but tip of lower mandible yellow ; 
legs yellowish horny or light brown to dapk fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 115 to 130 mm.; tail 90 to 91 min. ; 
tarsus 31 mm.; culiiien 18 to 19 mm. Philippine birds are very 
small, wing 115 to 119 nmi. and there are no specimens from 
elsewhere with a wing leas than 120 mm. 

Female Similar to the male hut with the throat and fore-neck 
white streaked with dark brown ; the head seems to be always 
concolorous with the back ; the lores and ear-coverfcs are paler and 
the latter more distinctlv streaked with white. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male. 

Young male similar to the female. 

Distribution. Breeding in Siberia from the Yenisei to Amur, 
Kamschatka. In Winter South to China, Indo-Chinese countries, 
Yunnan, Siam, Burma and Assam. Less regularly it is found as 
far West as Sikkim and Nepal and a wanderer to Belgaum has 
been recorded, the specimen now being in the British Museum. 
In Europe it has been found as far West as Heligoland and South 
Prance. 

Nidiflcatiou. The Dark Thrush breeds in the Amur in April, 
May, and June, making a nest which is said to be very like the 
untidy nest of the Pieldfare, placed in small jtrees on branches 
18 to 20 feet up. The eggs, four to six in number, are like richly- 
spotted small eggs of the Blackbird. Thirty-two eggs average 
27T6 X 19*62 mm. : the maxima and minima are respectively 
30*5 X 20*0 mm. ; 26*6 x 21*1 mm. and 23*6 X 17*6 mm. 

Habits. A bird of the open forest with a rich, short song and 
shy habits. As far as India and Assam is concerned, it seems to 
migrate in flocks, a few individuals accompanying flocks of Turdus 
ruficollis and Turdm atrogularis but feeding apart from these 
birds and leaving them as they enter open, cultivated country. 

(582) Turdus obscuras subobscuxus. 

Salvadoei’s Thetjsh. 

Merula mhohscura Salv., Ann. Mus. Civ. Cren., (3) vii, p. 413 (1889) 
(Karen Hills) ; Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 136. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. — Adult male. Similar to T, o. olsciirus but larger^ 
with the uhite superciliary baud less conspicuous, the sides of the 
body paler ochraceous aud the proportions of the primaries 
different. 

Measurements. Wing 153*8 mm. The 3rd and 4th primaries 
are subequal and longest, the 2nd between the 5th and 6th in 
length ; in T, o. obscurus the 3rd primary is longest, the 4th a little 
shorter and the 2nd between the 4th and 5tli. 

Distribution. This very doubtful race rests entirely upon a 
single specimen procured by J?ea at Taho, m the Karen Hills, 
Xorth-east of Taunghoo in March. Oates examined the tyjje aud 
was sata'sfied that it differed from the last bird. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing known. 

(583) Turdus feae. 

Pisa’s Thuttsh. 

Menda face S^^lv., Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen., (:?) v, p. 514 (1887) 
(Muleyit lit.) ; IJlanf. <& Oates, ii, p. 135. 

Vernacular names. Dao/ca<Jadi. (Cachari). 

Description. — Adult male. Whole upper plumage russet-brown ; 
a narrow supercilium white ; lores black ; a patch under the eye 
aud chin white ; centre of lower breast, abdomen aud under tail- 
coverts white, tlie last with broad grey-brown margins ; remainder 
of lower surface, under wing-coverts aud axillaries grey, the sides 
of the head, neck and breast more or less suffused w'lth tlie rusty 
hue of the upper parts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown to deep chocolate ; bill dark 
brown, yellowish at the base and nape ; legs and feet pale yellow- 
brown. 

Measurements. Wing 124 to 131 mm.; tail 80 to 96mm.; 
tarsus 30 mni. ; cutmen about 19 to 20 mm. 

Female. Above like the male; below, chin and tliroat white 
speckled with brown and the grey of the male replaced by fulvous- 
grey except ill very old birds, which are almot.t as grey as the 
males. 

Distribution. Assam, South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur and 
the hills ot Central Burma to Muleyit Mountain in Teuasserim. 

Hidification. Fea’s Thrush is probably resident throughout its 
range, and in the hills South ot the Brahma [)utra it certainly 
breeds at all heights over 4,000 feet, though not often below 
5,000 feet. It makes a typical Blackbird’s nest of twigs, leaves, 
grass and a great deal of , moss, both dry and green ; the lining 
is of grass but under this there is always a layer of moss, roots and 
mud aud often there is a considerable amount of earth mixed 
with the materials in the body of the nest. It is a rather massive 
cup, fairly well put together and is generally placed in a small 
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tree or sapling between 8 and 20 feet from the ground but 
f'Ometimes it is placed low down in Azalea and Ehododendron 
bushes. It is not A^'ell concealed and as the bird always leaves it 
uith a loud alarm-cry it is not easy to miss it. All those I have 
seen were placed on trees and bushes well inside heavy wet 
forest growing on steep hillsides, broken witli rocks and stony 
ravines. They breed from the end ol May to the middle of July. 

Four seems to be the full complement of eggs laid and these 
vary extraordinarily in colour. Some are just like very small eggs 
of the Missel-Thrush, others have a bright pale blue ground-colour 
with a ring or cap of reddish blotches at the larger end and most 
are pale greenish in ground-colour, richly blotched all over w'lth 
bright reddish marks of some size. In shape they are broad ovals 
but little' compressed at the smaller end. Sixteen eggs average 
27*3 X 19*8 mm. * the maxima are 29*2 x 20*0 and 28*7 x 20*8 mm.; 
the minima are 25*7 X 19*0 mm. 

Habits. I found this biid to be a frequenter of the interiors of 
dark, w’et forests above 4,000 feet, keeping to the densest j)arts, 
especially in the vicinity of small mountain-streams. It is 
apparently more of a tree- than a ground-feeder but was several 
times noticed hunting huge moss-covered boulders and rocks in 
the Ehododendron-forests above Shillong. Once or twice I saw it 
perched high up on a Ehododendron, uttering its short and jerky 
but rather sweet song but it was very sby and all one usually saw 
t)f it w*as a hurried glimpse as it shot across the stream or from 
one tree to another. The stomach of one bird contained a mass 
of small black spiders and wild strawberries, both insects and 
fruit being exceedingly common on and round the rocks in the 
BIhasia Hills forests. Its flight is very rapid but never seems to 
be prolonged. As far as is known at present Fea’s Thrush is not 
migratory and in Assam it did not even move vertically with the 
seasons. 


Genus HEOCICHLA. 

Geocichla Kuhl, ? Dutch periodical, 1836, 

Type, Qeodclila interpres. 

The genus GeociMa contains some Thrushes very closely allied 
to the genus Turdus, but the axillaries and under w^ing-coverts 
instead of being unicoloured are of two contrasting colours 
transposed in position on the two. It also differs from 
Tardus in having both the wing and tail comparatively shorter 
and, as we should expect from the former, the birds of this genus 
are normally resident and not migratory, though some of them 
wander in the Winter a good deal and all move to some extent 
vertically with the seasons. 

They are ground-birds in their habits and their song is crjiide 
and quite unhke that of the Tree-Thrushes and Blackbirds. 

The sexes are dissimilar. 
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Ki,y to Species, 

A. No chestnut on lower plumajre. 

a. Upper tail-coverts margined with white , . . . 

b. No white on upper tail-co\erts 

B. Lower plumage almost entirely chestnut 


G. wardi, p. 145. 
6*. sihirica^ p. 140 
G. citrhta, p. 148. 


The species G. cihwa is divided into many local races uhicli 
have hitherto been given the status of species, but they all grade 
the one into the other and are no more sharply differentiated 
from one another than the race^ o£ many species which have 
liitherto been ignored altogether. 


(5S4) G-eodchla wardi. 

Tite Pied Geodnd-Thkdsh. 

Turdits wardi Jerdon, J. A. S. B., xi, p. SS2 (1842) (Mysore). 

Geociclila wardi. Bhmf. & Oates, li, p. 1^7. 

Vernacular names. Badkat meberung (Cacliari). 

Description. — Adult male. Whole head, neck, breast and upper 
plumage black, tlie rump and upper tail-coverts with crescentic 
black tips; tail black, the centre feathers tipped with white, the 
white increasing laterally until on the outermost a broad tip and 
the whole of the inner web is white ; a broad white supercilium ; 
wings black, the lesser and median coverts mostly uhite; the 
greater tipped with white, the primaries are edged with while on 
the centre of the feathers and the secondaries are tipped with 
white ; rest of plumage white, the flanks boldly barred with black 
and the under tail-coverts with concealed black bases. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill bright yellow or yellovi - 
ochre, tipped with black ; legs and feet fl.eshy ochre. 

Measurements- Total length about 22b mm. ; wing 116 to 
119 mm.; tail 69 to 78 mm. ; tarsus 29 mm. ; culmen 22 mm. 

Pemale. Above *oli^ e-hrown ; the longer feathers of the rumx> 
tipped with white uars ; tail dark olive-brown tipped with white 
in the same w ay as, but to a less extent than, in the male ; wings 
dark olive, the coverts tipped with fulvous ; a narrow fulvous and 
w'hite supercilium; lores blackish, sides of head and tltroat mixed 
buff and blackish ; chin w bite ; throat and upper breast fuivous- 
white barred with blackish ; remainder of lower plumage white, 
heavily barred on all but abdomen and vent with dark brown and 
sometimes more or less suffused with ochre on the flanks and 
breast. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill horny yellow ; legs and 
feet yellow. 

Measurements. Wing 113 to 117 mm. 

Mestling. Dark brown above with pale shafts ; below like the 
female but even more heavily barred ; wings as in the female. 

Distribution. From the Sutlej Valley in the Himalayas to the 
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extreme East of Assam North of the Brahmaputra and, excep- 
tionally, on the higher ranges of the Naga and Cachar Hills to the 
South of this river. East of Sikkim it is comparatively rare but 
I have seen specimens from the Hills North of Darrang and 
above Sadiya. In Winter it wanders to the extreme South of India 
and Ceylon, but it jiasses over the lower-lying country without 
stopping until it arrives at the Nilgiris and higher hills of 
Southern India. 

Nidification. Breeds during May and June, its eggs having 
been taken as late as the 17th July by Mr. S. L. Whymper. 
The nest is a broad cup made of moss, roots, grass and leaves lined 
with the latter, and often a considerable amount of mud is used in 
the base and inner lining of the nest. It is built at some 6 to 
20 feet from the ground in small trees either on the outskirts 
of forest, in fairly thin jungle or even in gardens and compounds. 
The eggs, which number three or four, are just like those of 
G. c. citrina hut are generally paler. The ground-colour is a 
very pale sea-green or blue-green and the markings consist of 
fairly profusely-scattered blotches of pale reddish brown. They 
measure about 26*3 x 19*4 mm. 

Both parents take part in incubation. 

Habits. This very striking-looking little Thrush breeds between 
4,000 and 7,000 feet but more often under 6,000 feet than over 
excepN} in the hills South of the Brahmaputra. Although a 
conspicuous bird except in deep forest, it does nob shun obser- 
>atioa and frequents the vicinity of houses rather than the deeper 
forests. It has no song apparently and is a very quiet though 
restless bird. Like all the species of this genus, it keeps almost 
entirely to the ground when feeding. 

Geocichla sibirica Pallas. 

£Iey to Subspecies, 

A. Much paler, abdomen partly white G. s, sibirica^ p. 146. 

B. Much darker, abdomen wholly slate-grey ... G. s, davisoni, p. 147. 

(585) Geocichla sibirica sibirica. 

Thb SiBUEiAir Q-eotob-Thettsh. 

Turdiis sibirictts Pall., Reise Buss. Beichs, iii, p. 694 (1776) 
(Dauria). 

Geocichla sibirica, Blanf . & Oates, ii, p. 138. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.— Adult male. Whole plumage deep slaty-blue 
black, the margins of the feathers a pale slaty blue and the outer 
three pairs of tail-feathers tipped with white; lores velvety 
black and a broad superciliuin white ; the centre of the abdomen, 
vent and thigh-coverts white or mixed white and slaty grey ; 
under tad-coverts broadly edged and tipped with white ; axillanes 
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white tipped with blackish and under wing-coverts ashy black 
tipped with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black ; legs and 
feet greenish yellow to pale yellow’ or yelloTV-horuy. 

Measurements. Total length about 230 mm.; wing 114 to 
124 mm.; tail 73 to 85 mm.; tarsus about 30iniu. ; culmen 
about 20 mm. 

Female. Whole upper plumage rich rufescent olive- brown, 
more rufous on the tail and edjres of primaries; wing-coverts 
tipped with biifE; a narrow'- supercilium, sides of head and ear- 
coverts mottled buff and dark brow'ii ; lores and a streak from the 
gonys dark brown; chin and throat buff; breast bright pale 
rufous-buff tipped and edged with brown; lower breast white, 
similarly marked; centre of abdomen more or less w’hite; flanks 
olive-brown barred faintly with darker brown ; under tail-coverts 
white with broad brown marks on either side of the bases ; tail- 
feathers tipped with w’^hite on the three outer pairs ; axillaries white 
tipped with brown and under wing-coverts olive-brown tipped 
witli wdiite. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill dark horny-brown, 
the base of the lower mandible pale yellow ; legs and feet orange- 
yellow’. 

Measurements as in the male. 

Young male like the female but upper plumage as in male and 
tbe edges to the feathers below more slate-grey than brown. 

nestling. Brown above, tipped and centred on each feather 
wdth pale rufous-buff; below' rufous broadly barred with black. 

Distribution, Breeding in Central Siberia and wandering South 
in winter to India, Burma and Western China and there is a 
typical specimen in the British Museum collection from Sumatra. 
This race and the next very widely overlap in their winter 
quarters and there are many places in w'hich both birds have 
been taken almost at the same time, as, for instance, Xvvalabo .in 
Southern Burma. There is seldom, however, any difficulty in 
assigning any individual to its proper subspecies. It has occurred 
as far w’est as Great Britain and Prance. 

Kidiffcation. Does not differ from that of the better known 
Japanese form, the next bird. In Central Siberia it breeds late 
in June between latitudes North 66° and 6S°. 

Habits. Similar to those of Davison’s Ground-Thrush. 


(586) Geocichla sibirica davisoui. 

Davison’s GuoiiNn-TnitusH. 

Ttirduliis davisoni Hume, S. F., v, p. 63 (1877) (Muleyit). 
■Vernacular names. Mamie-jiro^ Torat nigiimi (Japan.). 

T o 
Jj dS 
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Description. — Adult male. Similar to the Siberian Ground- 
Thrush but blacker and without any white tips to the under 
tail-coverts or with these tips very narrow and the abdomen all 
slaty grey. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. About the same as in the preceding bird ; wing 
119 to 128 mm. ; tail 87 to 90 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in Japan and migrating South in winter 
to China, the Indo-Chinese countries, Burma and Assam. 

ISTidification. Davison’s Ground-Thrush breeds in great numbers 
in Japan, where the late Alan Owston obtained many nests and 
eggs. It lays in May and June, making a rather massive, untidy 
nest of grass, dead leaves and roots, lined with nnid and with an 
inner lining of coarse grass and roots. As a rule the nest is ])laced 
in a low tree, often a fruit-tree in an orchard, between 5 and 
20 feet from the ground. The eggs, which number four or 
five, are very pale in ground-colour, varying from bluish white to 
pale cream or stone-colour, the latter quite exceptional. The 
markings consist of specks and speckles rather sparsely scattered 
all over the surface of the egg like those of a weakly-marked 
Blackbird’s egg. Erythristic eggs are rare, and equally rare are 
those like washed-out specimens of eggs of the Missel-Thrush. 
Sixty^ eggs average 29*5 x 20*8 mm.: maxima 33*0 x 21*2 and 
28*4 X 23*0 mm. ; minima 26’3 x 20*0 and 28 Ox 19*3 mm. 

Habits. Apparently very much the same as those of our Indian 
Ground-Thrushes. They seek their food almost entirely 'on the 
ground and keep to well-wooded country and forest, but Mr. 
Owston informed me that they are not particularly sby or secretive 
birds and also that, unlike our Geocichlas^ they have a sweet, full- 
toned song. 


Greocichla citrina Lath., 1790. 


Key to Suhsjpecies, 
fV. Median wiug-co verts broadly tipped 
with white. 

a. Chin and throat chestnut like the 

breast 

b. Chin and throat white 

B. Median wing-coverts without white tips. 

c. Chin and throat chestnut 

d. Chin and throat white 

e. Chin white, throat chestnut 


G, c. citrimfj p. 148 
G, c. cyanotiSf p. 150. 

G. c. imiotata^ p. 161. 

G. c. alhogulariSf p. 153. 
G. c. andamcmemiSf p. 152. 


(587) Gteocichla citrina citrina. 

The Oeaege-hbaded Geoub'd-Theush. 

Turdus citrinus Lath., Ind. Orn., i, p. 350 (1790) (Cachar). 
Geocichla citrina. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 140. 

Vernacular names. Baohat^ajauiaba (Cachari). 
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Description. — Adult male. Whole head and lower parts to vent 
oraugf-chestimt, darkest on the head and paler below, the centre 
of the abdomen sometimes almost albescent; upper plumage and 
wlng-coverts dark bluish grey, each feather edged paler, a 
conspicuous wing-spot ofc* white formed by the broad white tips 
ofc* the median wiug-coverts : primaries aud outer secondaries 
blackish brown, edged externaUy^ with pale blue-grey; tail dark 
brown, faintlv cross-rayed and with the central feathers tinged 
with bine-grey; vent and under ‘tail-coverts vvliite. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to deep brown ; bill dark 
horny brown ; legs and feet creamy yellow to fleshy pink. 

IMLeasur'emeuts. Total length about 225 inm.; wing 103 (one) 
and 109 to llM mm. ; tail 67 to 69 mm. ; tarsus about 33 mm. ; 
culmeu about 19 to 20 nim. 

Eemale. Like the male but with the upper plumage (wings and 
tail) olive-brown instead of blue-grey, the feathers faintly edged 
with olive-yellow. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male. 

measurements. Wing 100 to 106 mm. 

l^estling. Above dark brown, the feathers with pale central 
striae, the head and mantle orange-brown with darker edges and 
pale centres, the lower plumage dull pale orange-white heavily 
barred ivith black. Young males acquire the blue upper plumage 
direct from the nestling plumage and have no intermediate plumage 
like that ofc* the female. Tfie median wing-coverts are tipped with 
buff instead of white. It is interesting to note that young birds 
show signs of tlie two black cheek-bars so conspicuous in adult 
G. c. ajanotis. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Murree, Simla, and Garhwal 
to Assam, verv' rare in the West, and getting more and more 
common to the Bast, almost the whole of J3urma to the 
extreme South of Tenasseriui, East to the Shan States, Siam, 
Laugbian Peak in Annam {Rohhison, Kloss) and Yunnan. 
In India in winter it moves to the foot-hills of tlie Himalayas 
and adjacent plains, and individuals often wander far afleld. Thus 
in the Museum there are typical specimens from Mirzapiir, Eaipur, 
Madras aud one from Ceylon and three others from tliis island are 
in the Colombo Museum. Recently Robinson and Kloss have also 
recorded it from Sumatra. In Bengal they are not very rare in 
December and January and they come well into the Behar 
Plains. Birds from Szechuan are nearer to 6r. c. aiirimaculata 
from Hainan, but much bigger with wings measuring 108 to 
,113 mm. 

ISidiffcation. TheOrange-headed Ground-Thrush breeds through- 
out its range between 1,000 or 2,000 and 5,000 Feet, occasion^ly 
a little higher than this. It lays principally in May and June but 
frequently also in July, whilst I found fresh eggs as late as the eml 
of August. The nest varies considerably. It is cup-shaped and 
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rather shallow, the materials consistiiijj; oi’ tine grass, 

dead leaves, scraps of bracken and invariably a considerable 
amount of green moss outside and a lining of line roots and fern 
racliides. Sometimes it is neat and con)])actaiid sometimes very 
loosely put togettier and untidy, it is placed in high buslies or 
small trees at any heiglit troin the ground betwetm li and 
15 feet. The eggs number tliree or four, rarely the- In 
colour they varv from pale green-blue, pinkish stone, or cream, 
whilst the markings vary from freckles of reddish blow ii profusely 
distributed all over the egg as in a Blackbird’s to quite bold blotclies 
and spots of rich reddisli purple with the pale ground showing up 
well between them. They are in fact like many otlun* Indian 
Thrushes’ eggs such as Tardus disshmlis but differ from all these 
in their glossy surface and hard, close texture. One hundred 
eggs average 25*Gxl9*i3 inin.: maxima 27*7 X 20*0 and 25*5 x 
21*3 min. ; minima 21*0 x J8*5 and 27*3 X 17*1 mm. 

Habits. This Ground-Thrush is essentially a bird of deep Forest, 
though it is sometimes found inthethincover on recently deserted 
patches of cultivation or in bamboo-jungle. It prefers (lee[>, shady 
forests of evergreen character with aii undergruw tli of bushes, ferns 
and luxuriant wet green growths, where it potters about on tlie 
ground in its search for berries and insects. The cre\ ices between 
the moss-co\ered boulders it hunts for beetles and spiders, and tbo 
fallen leaves and rubbish it turns over and over for the same 
purpose. It has a few sweet notes in the breeding-season, hardly 
rising to a song and it has also some quite haish notes as well. 
It is a trojiical Thrush and is only found in hot forests from 0,000 
feet almost to) the foot-hills in Buniiner and well into the adjacent 
Plains in Winter. At the same time it is not migratory in the 
true sense of the word, though individuals may wander very far 
from their usual haunts. 


(588) Gteocichla citrina cyanotis. 

The ■Whitb-thboated Gnouiro-THEDrsii. 

Turdm cyanotis Jard. & Selby, 111. Orn., i, pi. xlvi (1J328) (NilgirLs). 

Gcociclila cyanonotm, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 139. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Cliin, tliroat, lores and fore-neck 
white ; cheeks and centre of ear-coverts white ; a broad brown 
line running from above the eye obliquely through the cheeks and 
turning to orange on the sides of the fore-neck ; anterior ear- 
coverts dark blackish -brown, tipped with white. 

Hemainder of plumage like that of G, c. citrina, but the orange 
darker aud duller and suffused with olive on the crown. 

Colours of soft parts as in G, c. citrina. 

Measurements. Wing 106 to 112 mm.; tail 62 to 69 mm.; 
tarsus 29 mm. ; culmen 19 to 20 mm. 
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Female differs from the male in the same respects as does the 
female of the Orange- headed Ground-Thrash. Wing 104 to 
109 mm. 

Nestling similar to those of the other races but with the white 
throat and brown cheek-bars well defined. 

Distribution. Oates gives this Thrush’s distribution as India 
South of latitude 24°, but it seems to be confined almost entirely 
to Western India, wliere it is common from the South of Travan- 
core to North Kanara and thence to Nasik and Khandesh. Its 
Eastern limits still require working out. 

Nidification. This Thrush breeds in Travancorein May and June. 
Davidson in Kanara found eggs from Msiy to July ; Vidal took 
them in the Southern Konkan m June, July and August and Mr. 
Morgan as late as August and September. The nest only difers 
from that of G. c. dtrina in having a certain amount of mud used in 
its construction and the eggs only vary from those of that bird in 
being, on the whole, much less richlv marked. Three eggs seem 
often to form a full clutch and two only are sometimes laid. 
Eoity eggs average 25*0 x 18-5 mm. : maxima 27*0 x 19-1 and 
25*1 X 19*2 mm. ; minima 22*0 x IS'l and 28*5 xl8 0. 

They breed between about 1,000 and 5,000 feet. 

Many observers have remarked the pluck of these birds in 
defending tiieir nests against marauders w hetlier human, maiuiuals 
or other birds. 

Habits. Similar to those of the Orange-headed Ground-Thrush 
but it appears to be a much more familiar bird, haunting and even 
breeding in gardens and orchards as well as in deep forest. They 
are very crepuscular in their habits as are all Geocichlas and seem 
to rest through all the hotter hours of the day. 


(589) Geocichla citrina innotata. 

The Malay Guottnu-TArush. 

Geocidlda innotata Blyth, J. A. S. B , xv, p. 370 (1846) (Malay 
Peninsula) ; Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 141. 

yemaciilar names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Similar to the Orange-beaded 
Ground-Thrush but with the orange-rufous deeper and richer 
everywhere and with no white wing-^pot. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown ; bill horny-black, 
sometimes tinged with plumbeous, the base of the lower mandible 
fieshy yellow ; legs and feet fleshy yellow. 

Measurements. Wing 110 to 122 nun. ; tail 63 to 71 mm. ; 
tarsus 82 mm. ; culmen 20 to 21 mm. 

Female differs from the male in the same way as it does in the 
other races but averages a trifle smaller. 
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Distribution. The distribution of this race is not easy to work 
out owing to so many individuals being indeterminate over so 
great an extent of country. Thus individuals of G, c, citnna and 
G. c, innotata have both been obtained from Langbian Peak, 
4.nnam (RoUnson ^ Klos$\ Bankasoon, Thoungyali, Klong- 
bang-lai and other places in the central portions of its range. 
Eoughly speaking it is found South of Tavoy down the Malay 
Peninsula as far South as Malacca. Birds from Koli Kul Is , 
South-East Siam seem to be typical innotata. 

Nidificatiou. Not recorded. 

Habits. Similar to those of the Orange-headed Ground- 
Thrush. 


(590) Geocichla citrina andamanensis. 

The Andaman Geound-Thrush. 

Geocichla undamanenm Wald., A. M. N. H., (4) xiv, p. 156 (1874) 
(Andamans) ; Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 142. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Difiers from Q. e. atrina iu haviug 
the chestnut everywhere much richer and deeper and in having 
the chin white or whitish and the centre of the throat inclined to 
be albescent. There are nearly always distinct signs of two cheek- 
bars representing the blackish bars on cyanotis. 

Colours of soft parts as in G. c. citrina. The base of the bill 
according to Davison is sometimes pale plumbeous. 

Measurements. Wing 100 to 107 mm.; tail 70 to 71 mm.; 
tarsus 30 to 31 mm. ; culmen about 20 mm. 

Female has the blue-grey of the upper parts replaced by olive- 
green as in the other races. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male. 

Measurements practically the same as in the male. 

Nestling as in the Orange - headed Ground - Thrush but 
■darker. 

Distribution. The Andaman Islands only. 

Nidiflcation. Breed commonly in the Andamans during May 
and June, during which month many nests were found by Messrs. 
B. B. O^inastoii, P. Wickham and A. Anderson. The nest and 
eggs are not distinguishable from those of the Indian bird but 
perhaps the latter are not quite so richly coloured. Fifty eggs 
average 25 2x18-7 mm.; maxima 27 0 X 18-0 and 25*7x19*3 mm.; 
minima 23*0 X 18*6 and 26'Ox 17'6 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of the other races. 
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(591) Geocichla citrina albogularis. 

Thjb Nicobae GEOUiTD-THEirsii:. 

Geocichla albogularis Blytb, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 146 (1847) (Nicobars). 

Geocichla albiyularis. Blanf. & Oates^ ii, p. 142. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male and female differ respectively from 
the same sexes of the prei*eding bird in having the chin, throat and 
fore-neck white and in having the chestnut even richer and deeper 
than in that bird ; the dark cheek-stripes are jnst noticeable and 
the intermediary area sometimes whitish, though nev.er white as 
in cyanolis. 

Colours of soft parts as in O, e. eitrvui. 

Measurements. Wing 100 to 106 mm. ; tail 66 to 72 mm. ; 
tarsus 31 mm. ; culmen about 20 mm. 

Distribution. Nicobars only. 

NidMcation and Habits. Nothing recorded. 


Genua ARCEDTHOENIS. 

Kaup, Skizz. Entw. Gesch. Nat. Syst., p. 03 (1829). 

Type, Arceuthoniis pilaris. 

The Thrushes of this genus {Ttmhjbs auct.) are very closely allied 
both to Turdus and Geocichla. They contain three birds which 
are found in India in which the sexes are alike — the under wing- 
coverts and axillaries are of one colour and there is no pattern on 
the underside of the wing. The wing and tail are both long, 
though their comparative lengths vary slightly, and the latter is 
slightly graduated. The bill is smaller than in Turdus i the tarsi 
equally strong and well developed. 

The Indian race of the Missel-Thrush is more or less sedentary ; 
the other two species (the Eieldfare and Redwing) are very widely 
distributed and are migratory. They seek their food both on the 
ground and on trees. 

As already shown, the name Turdus refers to the Thrushes of 
the merula type and therefore cannot be used for the Missel- 
Thrushes except by those ornithologists who unite all these genera 
in one. The next earliest name is Arceuihornis of Kaup, which, 
will therefore have to be used. 


Key to Species. 

A. Under wing-coverts and axillaries white. 

a. Crown and mantle brown 

b. Crown slaty-grey, mantle rufous 

B. Under wing-coverts and axillaries rufous . . . , 


A. vkcimms, p. 154. 
A. pilaris f p. 15e5, 

A. musicus, p. 156. 
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Arceutliornis viscivorus Linn., 1758. 

Type-locality ; Europe, restricted to Sweden. 

(592) Arceuthomis viscivorus bonapartei. 

The HiMAiiAYAN Missel-Thrush. 

Turdus bonapartei Verr., Nouv. Axcli. Mus. Paris, vi, Bull. p. 34 
(1870) (Mupin). 

Turdus visdvoi zes Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 148. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage pale greyish brown, with a 
very faint tinge of oehraceous, sometimes absent and nearly always 
rather more pronounced on the rump and upper tail-coveits ; tail 
brown, the leathers, unless abraded, narrowly edged with whitish 
and the outer tail-feathers tipped with white, this extending well 
down the inner w^eb ; wings brown, the median and greater 



Fig. 18. — Head of A, v honaparteu 


coverts and all the quills edged with sandy-white; lores and 
round the eyes sandy-white; ear-coverts brown streaked with 
sandy ; lower plumage pale buff, the chin and the middle of the 
throat nearly white and spotless, the remainder boldly spotted 
with dark brown, the spots triangular on the upper breast and 
sides of the head and neck, round elsewhere. Axillaries and under 
wing-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill above dark horny- 
brow'n, sometimes a little paler at the base, below yellowdsh at the 
base, dark brown on the terminal third ; legs and feet pale yellowish 
brown, the claws darker. 

Heasuremeuts. Total length about 300 mm.; wing 160 to 
175 mm.; tail 110 to 126 mm.; tarsus 23 to 25 mm.: culmen 
about 22 to 24 mm. 

This form of Missel-Thrush differs from true A. v. viscivorus in 
being larger and much paler, especially above. The European 
Missel-Thrush is an almost rufous-brown above and the ochre is 
much moi*e distinct. 
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The Young "bird has the feathers of the upper parts tipped 
with black and with white centres, dull on the head, boldlj- 
inarked elsewhere. 

Distribution. !From Trauscaspia through Central Asia, South 
to the Himalayas as far East as Nepal and North-East as far as 
Lake Baikal. 

Nidification. This Missel-Thrush breeds throughout its range 
ill May and June and commonly in the Western Himalayas from 
Ohitral to Garhwal between 6,000 to 10,000 feet but not often below 
8,000 feet. The nest is made of leaves, grass, bracken and fern- 
fronds, and is lined with mud and an inner lining of roots and 
grass. It is a big, heavy affair some 8 or 10 inches in diameter 
and is placed on trees generally some 4 to 10 feet from the 
ground. The eggs are just like those of the Common Missel -Thrush 
and fifty eggs average 31*3 x 22-4 mm. ; maxima 34*0x23*0 and 
30*0 X 23*6 mm. ; minima 27*4 x 21*4 and 28*5 x 20*7 mrii. 

Habits. The Himalayan Missel-Thrush is not migratory and 
even in Winter is never found very low down in the hills and 
never wanders into the Plains. Its habits are those of its 
European cousin, rather shy yet haunting groves and orchards in 
the vicinity of buildings us well as wilder country. It is a fine 
songster, though it also has many harsh call-notes. Its food 
consists of insects of all kinds, and snails, slugs, worms and 
berries- 


(593) Arceuthornis pilaris. 

Tub FrELDrA.iiE. 

Turdm pilaris Linn., S. N., i, p. 168 (1768; (Sweden) j Blanf. & 
Oates, ii, p. 160. 

Vernacular names. Noue recorded. 

Description. Head, neck, extreme upper back, rump and upper 
tail-coverts slaty-grey, the feathers of the forehead and crown 
with black centres and the rump with white shafts; back and 
scapulars dark chestnut-brown, mottled, more or less, with 
blackish and dull white; tail dark brown, the outer feathers 
narrowly edged with white at the tips ; wing-coverts dull 
chestnut-brown with pale edges; winglet, greater coverts and 
quills dark brown with pale edges ; the innermost secondaries all 
grey on the outer web ; lores and cheeks dark brown or black ; 
ear-coverts like the crown ; a very faint trace of a supercilium ; 
eldn, throat and breast rufous-buff, darkest on the breast, the 
chin unspotted, the rest boldly streaked with black ; remainder of 
low^er plumage white, the flanks and sometimes the low^er breast 
with bold black crescentic bars or spots of black. In some 
specimens a certain amount of rufous or buff also extends to these 
parts. Axillaries and under wing-coverts white, occasionally with 
brown centres. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to deep brown ; bill yellow 
with a black tip ; legs and feet black. 

Ueasurements. Total length about 280 mm.; wing 140 to 
153 mm.; tail 110 to 118 mm.; tarsus about 33 to 35 mm.; 
culmen 20 to 22 mm. 

The Young bird is like the adult but has the centre of the 
back, coverts and scapulars streaked with fulvous and with blade 
edges to the feathers. 

Distribution. Breeding in Northern Europe from the Earoes, 
Norway and Sweden, North Eussia, rarely North Germany and 
Central Eussia, Siberia East to the Yenesei and, less commonly, 
further East to Dauria. In Winter it migrates south to Northern 
Africa and South-West Asia to Kashmir and North-AVest India. 

Nidiflcation. This Thrush breeds in scattered colonies, making 
a very large untidy nest of leaves, grass, twigs, etc., mud and grass 
lined, which it places on a tree or bush often in a most conspicuous 
position. Tbe eggs number four to six and are like richly- 
coloured and boldly-marked Blackbird eggs. Hartert gl\es the 
average of fifty-nine eggs as 28*4 x 21*0 mm. : maxima 33*5 x 23*4 
min. ; minima 26*3 x 20*5 and 28*0 x 19*5 mm. 

They breed from the last few days of May to late in June. 

Habits. This bird, which is only found as a very rare straggler 
within Indian limits (Simla, Jerdooi; Kashmir, Adams and 
Saharanpur, Jameson), is a bird of well-wooded and cultivated 
localities. Its song is a very poor one and its call-notes loud and 
harsh. It feeds, like others of the genus, on both berries and 
insects. 


(594) Arceuthornis musicus. 

Thb Eedwing. 

Tiirdm mtusicus Liun., S. N., i, p. 169 (1758) (Sweden). 

Turdus iliacus. Blanf. Oates, li, p. loO. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage and tail olive-brown, darkest 
on the head, palest on the upper tail-co verts ; a broad snperciliuni 
bull ; wings dark brown, the feathers edged with pale rufescent 
olive-brown ; lores and ear-coverts deep brown, the latter with 
faint pale central strise ; flanks, under w ing-coverts and axillaries 
chestnut ; under surface w^hite suffused with buff on the breast 
and sides and streaked with brown, wdiich is almost black on the 
throat and sides of the neck. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; upper mandible dark 
brown, lower mandible dark at the tip, fleshy horny at the base ; 
legs fleshy grey-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 230 to 240 ram. ; wing 110 
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to 120 mm. ; tail 76 to 84 mni. ; tarsus about 30 mm.; culmen 18 
to 20 mm. 

Tie Young bird has the feathers of the upper parts, the 
wiug-coverts and inner secondaries streaked with fulvous and 
those of the back and scapulars also tipped with black ; the under- 
parts are dull white barred and spotted with blackish. 

Distribution. Iceland, Northern Europe as far South as Nortli 
Germany and Central Russia East to the Pacific but getting less 
common East of the Yenesei, In Winter it migrates 8outh to the 
Canaries, Northern Africa, Palestine, Persia and Turkestan. A 
doubtful straggler into India. Jerdoii recorded it as having been 
obtained in the N.W. Himalayas and also that Lieut. Trotter had 
informed him that ifc was a regular visitor at Kohat. Magrath, 
Whitehead, Harington and others have quite failed to confirm 
this latter statement- 

Nidification. The Redwing makes a nest which is a small, neat 
replica of the Fieldfare’s, but it does not nest in colonies and 
selects as a site some low bush or shrub where the nest is very 
inconspicuous and, at times, it even builds it on the ground. The 
eggs are like small Blackbird’s and do not vary nearly as much 
as the Fieldfare’s do. Harterfc gives the average of fifty eggs as 
25*8 X 18*7 mm. ; maxima 27*8 x 19'8 and 26*2 x 20*0 mm. ; 
minima 23*6 x 19*0 mm. and 26*0 x 17-5 mm. 

They lay four to six eggs and breed principally in June. 

Habits. The Redwing is a frequenter of more heavily-wooded 
areas than the Fieldfare and is seldom seen in open, treeless 
country. Its song is sweet but not very powerful. 


Genus OEEOCINCLA. 

Gould, P.Z.S., 1837, p. 145. 

Type, Oreucviclu novce-hollandm {=liinulata). 

In the genus Oreodncla the sexes are alike ; the under wing- 
coverts and axillaries are each of two colours, those on the axillaries 
being transposed or reversed on the under wing-coverts; the 
lower plumage is spotted or marked with straight or somewhat 
crescentic bars ; the rictal bristles are few and confined to the 
gape. The tail is short aud the under tail-coverts ample. There 
is a distinct colour-pattern in the underside of the wing. 

The majority of the members of this genus are sedentary but 
aurea is migratory with resident geographical races. 

The bill varies very greatly in size and shape, in some being 
small and shaped much as in Turdus, whilst in some, as in 
0. imhricaita and 0. nilgiHmris, it is very long and heavy, very like 
the bill in the Thruslies of the genus Zoothera. 
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Key to Specks, 

A. Feathers of upper plumage holdly tipped with 

crescentic black bars. 

a. Tail of 1 2 feathers 

h. Tail of 14 feathers 

B. Featheis of upper plumage without dark tips. 

c. Lower plumage with black crescentic tips . 

d. Lower plumage with black fan-shaped spots. 

Oreocincla damaa. 

Key to Suhspems. 

A. Ground-colour of lower plumage almost 

white. 

a. Upper parts much paler and fulvous spots 

dominant 0, d dauma, p. 158. 

h. Upper parts much darker and fulvous spots 

obsolete O.d. 7iilginensis, p. 169. 

B. Ground-ct)lour of lower plumage ochra- 

ceous-bufE 0, d. imhricata, p. 160. 

(595) Oreocincla danma danma. 

The Smalii-bilied MoENTAnsr-TuRtrsii. 

Turdus danma Lath., Ind. Orn , i, p. .^G2 (1790) (India). 

Oreocincla dauma. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 162. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. In Winter the whole upper plumage is ochraceous- 
brown, each feather with a terminal crescentic black bur and a 
subterminal golden -fulvous spot ; lesser wing-coverts dark brown 
with bold fulvous tips,' median coverts with fulvous tips and edges 
and greater coverts with the central portion of the outer webs 
fulvous ; quills brown edged with fulvous and the inner secondaries 
narrowly tipped with the same ; tail, lateral feathers dark brown 
fading to whitey-brown on the outermost and tipped with white, 
central four feathers olive-brown ; sides of the head fulvous spotted 
with black and with a black patch formed by the tips of the ear- 
coverts ; below white tinged with fulvous, especially on the breast, 
in varying degree and barred on sides of neck, the breast, flanks 
and all hut the centre of the abdomen with crescentic tips of 
black; axillaries white and black, reversed on the under wing- 
coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown; bill, upper 
mandible dark horny-brown, lower mandible pale horny-brown, 
dark at the tip ; legs and feet pale fleshy to horny white." 

Measurements. Total length about 260 mm. ; wing 130 to 
149 mm. ; tail 93 to 103 mm. ; tarsus 33 to 34 mm. ; culmen 29 
to 30 mm. 

Young birds are very like the adults, but the black markings 


O. dauma, p. 168. 

O, aurea, p. 161. 

O. monissi7na, p. 162. 
0. sjnhptem, p. 166. 
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are more in the nature of bars than crescentic squamations and 
the general rufous tinge is deeper. 

In Summer the colour is much duller and the marks less 
prominent. 

Distribution. In Summer it fretjiients the Himalayas from 
Hazara to Assam above 8,000 feet; the mountains of Central 
Burma to Tenasseriin and North-Bast Burma. In Winter it 
straggles into various parts of the Plains of North-West India, but 
for the most part keeps to the foot-hills and the country immedi- 
ately adjacent. Possibly Jerdon’s record from the Wynaad should 
refer to the next bird. 

Nidihcatiou. This Mountain-Thrush breeds, during May and 
June, in the Himalayas from the extreme West at least as far 
East as the Mishmi llills at heiglits between 7,000 and 10,000 feet. 
The nest is made chiefly of green moss mixed with leaves, roots 
and grass, and lined with fine roots and in shape is a wide, rather 
shallow Clip. As a rule it is placed some 5 to 10 feet up in a 
densely-foliaged tree such as a rhododendron. The eggs number 
three or four, most often the former. In colour they are a pale clay 
or yellowish green, but in most cases they are so closelj’’ freckled 
over with pale reddish that the general effect is an almost uni- 
coloured dark clay or reddish egg. In a few specimens the 
blotches are more distinct and larger and in these the ground- 
colour shows up more. Twenty eggs average 30-5 x 22*2 mm.: 
maxima 33*0 X 22-1 and 31*3x23 6 mm.; minima 39*0x23*4 and 
29-3x20*8 mm. 

Habits. The Small-billed Mountain-Thrush is a bird of deep 
forests, especially haunting such as have much broken ground and 
large moss-covered boulders and rocks, amongst which they 
quietly hunt for insects and berries. They are almost entirely 
ground- feeders, slinking about under the bushes and among the 
rocks in a shy, retiring maimer, though they do not seem to shun 
observation in the cold weather. In the breeding-season Eattray 
describes them as very shy. They are said to have a fine song, 
but no recent observer seems to have heard this song and birds 
observed by myself were always extraordinarily quiet. 

(596) Oreocincla dauma nilgiriensis. 

The Nilgiei Theush. 

Oreocincla nilgiriemu Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 141 (1847) 
(Nilgiri?) ; Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 153. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to 0. d, dauma but much darker above, the 
golden-fulvous spots hardly apparent and the black bars in less 
contrast. Below, the fulvous tinge is less in evidence. 

Colonrs of soft parts as in the Small-billed Mountain-Thrush. 
The legs and feet are said to be more fleshy in colour. 
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MeasuremeiLts. Total length about 250 inm. ; wing 124 to 
136 mm.; tail 81 to 92 mm.; tarsus 28 to 29 mm. ; culinen 27 to 
29 mm. 

Distrihutiou. The Hill ranges o£ Southern India from the 
Nilgiris to Central Travancore between 2,000 feet and the highest 
hills. 

Nidification. The Nilgiri Thrush breeds in the Nilgiris in May 
and June, making a very compact well-built nest of moss, roots, 
leaves and grass, lined with tine roots and placed on trees any 
height between 5 and 25 teet from the ground. Tlie site 
selected is always one in a well-wooded “shohi.” The eggs number 
two only and are indistinguishable from those of the last bird. 

Habits. Similar to those of the Small-billed Mountain-Thrush. 
Its reported mu^ical abilities seem to have been given to it bv 
mistake, for Cardew, who knew this bird very well, says that, during 
a long residence in Ooty, in a house adjoining a sholain which they 
bred, he nev^r heard it sing once. It seems to be an even more 
quiet, shy and retiring bird than the last. 


(597) Oreocincla daiima imbricata. 

The OEYiiOir Theush, 

Zooth&ra tmhricata Layard, A. M. N. H., (2) xiii, p. 212 (1864) 
(Ceylon). 

Oreocincla iwhricata. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 154. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to 0, d, nilgiriensis but still darker above 
and wdth the lo^^ er parts rufous-buh*, instead of white and with the 
crescentic black edges narrower. The tail is practically without 
any white tip or edging. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill dark brown, paler 
on the base of the lower mandible ; legs and feet fleshy or bluish 
brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 240 mm.; wing 116 to 
1 27 mm. ; tail 75 to 78 mm. ; tarsus about 27 mm. ; culmen 26 to 
27 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Kidiflcation. Captain Aldworth found a nest and egg of this 
Thrush on the Bhopal Eange on the 14th of April, 1911, and 
Mr. Tiinnard has again found a nest on the 9th of August, 1922, 
the same birds building a second nest in September. The nests are 
big, bulky cups made of moss and fern-leaves, lined with fine 
black roots without any mud. Apparently they are placed either 
in forest or in trees in tea cultivation some 10 to 20 feet from the 
ground. They lay one or two eggs only of the same type as 
others of this genus but paler and greener and with a few more 
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definite specks of reddish brown. An egg given me by Captain 
Aldworth measures 35*2 x 22*0 mm. 

Habits. The Ceylon Thrush is found from 3,000 to the highest 
peaks, frequenting both heavy forest and more open country, and 
it seems to be especially fond of strips of forest in and about 
tea gardens and cofEee plantations. It is a shy, retiring bird, 
feeding principally on the ground and it has a comparatively 
feeble flight. 


(598) Oreocincla aurea aurea. 

White’s Thehsh. 

Tardus aureus Plolandre, F. de M. Ann. de la Moselle, 1825, p. 60 
(Metz). 

Oreocincla varia, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 153, footnote. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Exactly like Oreocincla dauma dauma but larger 
and with 14 tail-feathers. 

Colours of soft parts as in that bird. 

Measurements. Total length about 300 mm. ; wing 150 to 
167 mm. ; tail 112 to 118 mm. ; tarsus about 35 to 37 mm. \ 
culmen 25 to 28 mm. 

Distribution. East Siberia from Lake Baikal to the Pacific 
Ocean, Japan and Northern China. In Winter it migrates South 
to Formosa, South China, Burma and Assam. 

I have kept aurea as a full species distinct from dauma, for the 
14 tail-feathers are found constant in local races in Annam 
{angustirostris) and Java {Jwrsfieldi), which differ from aurea aurea 
in much the same way as iwhricata and ndgiriensis differ from 
dauma dauma. In both these races the pale spots are wanting 
above and the bills differ in size. I cannot distinguish the 
so-called hansii (Formosa) from the typical race. 

Hidification. White’s Thrush breeds in considerable numbers in 
Japan on the mountains between 2,000 feet and 4,000 feet during 
May and June. The nest is described as a bigj compact cup of 
grass, moss and leaves lined with roots but with no mud. It is 
placed on low trees in thin forest some 10 or 15 feet from the 
ground. The eggs usually number four, rarely three or five. The 
ground-colour varies from very pale sea-greeu to a pale clay- 
colour and the markings consist of freckles of reddish so numerous 
and tiny that the eggs seem unicoloured as are the eggs of 
0, dauma, G-enerally in each clutch there is one egg with fewer, 
bolder blotches contrasting well with the others. Fifty eggs 
average 33*5 x 24*0 mm : maxima 36 0 x 24*8 and 33*4 x 25*0 mm. ; 
minima 31*0 x 24*1 and 34*1 x 22-9 mm. 

Habits. This Thrush is said to be a very shy, retiring bird but 
it is found both in foiest and in semi-open country and orchards.. 

VOL. II. M 
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It feeds almost entirely on the ground and both on insects and 
berries. Its flight is strong and sustained and A^ery swift. Its 
note has been described as loud and sibilant, and Godlewski says 
that it utters a melancholy whistle, dillicult to describe. 


Oreocincla mollissima. 

Hitherto this species has been divided into tv\ o so-called species, 
0. mollissima and 0. diosoni^ the latter being said to diJfer in having 
a longer tail and more conspicuously baned wing-coverts, lliave 
shown in the J^ulletin of the British Ornithologists’ Club, xxxi, 
p. 81, that these alleged differences are not specific* or even 
siibspeciflc; the two supposed forms are found throughout the 
same range, i.e, from Chamba in the extreme North-East of India, 
to the South-East Shau States and Central Burmese Hills, at the 
same elevation. 

A subspecies of this Oreocincla had, however, been overlooked 
until discovered by Captain C. H. T. AVliitehead on the extreme 
North-East Afghaii-Indian frontier. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Upper parts rich olive-brown, tinged with 

rufous O. wi. niollissima, p 162. 

B. Upper parts olive-grey with no rufous 

tinge 0.7n. tohitelieadi, p. 163. 

C. Upper parts olive-biown, paler than in A 

and with golden tinge 0. in.shnlaefisis, p. 164. 


(599) Oreocincla mollissima mollissima. 

The Plaih-baoked Mouetain-Theush. 

Turdus 7nollis8vmi8 Blyth, J. A. S. B., xi, p. 188 (1842j (Darjeeling). 

Oi'eodncla mollissima. Dlanf. & Oates, ii, p. 154. 

OreoGwcla dixoni Seehohm; Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 155. 

Vernacular names. Phanrdoh-Tciolc-plio (Lepcha) ; Telia Tcanrim 
(Bhutea). 

Description. Whole upper plumage rich olive-browm with a 
strong rufescent tinge in most specimens ; wing-feathers dark 
brown edged olive-brown ; the median and greater coverts tipped 
in varying degree with fulvous ; two central pairs of feathers olive- 
browu, outermost pair olive-brown with a black base and white tip, 
intermediate feathers blackish wdth very narrow white tips; a 
ring of fulvous feathers round the eye; cheeks and ear-coverts 
mixed fulvous and black; below ocliraceous changing to pure 
white on the abdomen, each feather with a terminal crescentic 
black band; under tail-coverts fulvous-white and brown ; axillaries 
white broadly tipped Avith black; under wing-coverts black tipped 
with white. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill horny-brown or blackish, 
the base of the lower mandible paler ; legs and feet fleshy yellow 
or light yellowish brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 270 mm. ; wing 130 to 
148 min. ; tail 100 to 130 mm. ; tarsus about 31 mm. ; culmen 
from true base 24 to 27 mm., from feathers of forehead 21 to 
24 mm. 

As I have already noted in the Bulletin, specimens from West 
of Nepal are a more golden olive-brown than a rutous olive-brown 
and in most cases this distinction suffices to separate them, but 
many individuals overlap. 

The Young bird has the head and mantle streaked with fulvous, 
the underparts more heavily barred and the wing-coverts more 
broadly edged and tipped with fulvous. 

Distribution. Nepal, Eastern Assam in the Himalayas, Chin 
and Kaehiu Hills, Hills of Central Burma to Northern Tenas- 
serim, North and South Shan States, Annam, Siam and Yunnan. 

Nididcation. At present unknown with any certainty, but it is 
undoubtedly a forest-breeding bird, probabl}*- at elevations between 
8,000 and 11,000 feet and possibly up to the extreme limit of 
the forest-line some 1,000 feet higher. A nest and eggs sent 
to me, said to belong to this species, are certainly those of a Thrush 
of some kind. The nest is a deep, massive cup of greeu moss 
lined with black roots. The eggs are in ground-colour a dead 
white, marked densely at the large end and pro fusel}” elsewhere 
with specks, spots and blotches of reddish. These eggs average 
34-3 X 24*5 mm. More information is required before these eggs, 
taken in Sikkim, can be accepted as correctly identified. 

Habits. The Plain- backed Mountain-Thrush is found in winter 
down to 4,000 feet in the Himalayas and the hills of South Assam 
but in Summer not below 8,000 feet and it probably does not breed 
even as low as this. It is a shy, wild bird, haunting both dense 
and thin forest and does not feed nearly so much on the ground 
as do the birds of the dauma group. It is, however, a much 
stronger flier and in all its ways is much more typically Thrush- 
like than they are. 

(600) Oreocincla molUssima whiteheadi. 

Whttbheajo’s Mototai^t-Theitsk. 

Oreocincla whiteheadi Stuart Baker, Bull. B. 0. 0., xxxi, p. 79 
(1913) (Khagan Valley). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the preceding bird in having the 
whole upper plumage olive-grey instead of rich olive rufescent 
brown; the underparts have no bright rufous tint, though one 
specimen has traces of ochre on the breast ; the feathers of the 
crown also have well-marked pale shaft-stripes. 

m2 
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Colours of soft parts as in 0. m. molissima. 

Measurements. Wing 142*5 to 150 mm. ; tail 95*4 to 98 mm. ; 
culmen 21*6 inm. ; tarsus 30*4 mm. 

Young Mrds show the same comparative differences as do the 
adults, that is to say they ai’e less rufous both above and below ; 
they are also more strongly striated and have the dark margins to 
the feathers of the upper parts more conspicuous. 

Distribution. At present only known from the extreme North- 
East of India on the Afghan frontier at very high levels. 

NidifiLcation. Captain Whitehead found this bird breeding on 
cliffs above tJiefoQ'est level. They must be very early breeders, as 
young were flying in June. An addled egg, presumably of this 
species, taken from a nest with young in the first weelc of May, 
measures 32*4 x 21-5 min. It is pale yellow-cream in ground- 
colour and is rather richly spotted and speckled with bright 
reddish brown. It will probably prove to be an abnormally 
coloured egg. 

The nest was like that of a Blackbird but was placed on a ledge 
of rock on a cliff. 

Habits. Whiteliead writes that this Thrush differs entirely in 
its habits from 0. onollissima, which bird is an inhabitant of dense 
forests growing at a much lower elevation. This bird, on the 
contrary, frequents bare precipitous slopes above the limits of tree- 
growth at an elevation of 12,500 to 14,500 feet, where it nests 
in clefts in the rocks on cliffs. The notes I heard it utter were 
similar to the rattling alarm-notes (like a policeman’s rattle) made 
by Merula macclma^ which occurs on the same ground ; also the 
single call-note, but I was too late in the season to hear its song. 
It was quite common in this one valley (IChagan), but very wild 
and difficult to approach once the young ones could shift for 
themselves. As far as I could judge by observing (through 
glasses), the male and female differed in no way from one another. 
In life the white bar bordered with black under the wing seemed 
to me very conspicuous,” 

( 601 ) Oreocincla mollissiiua simlaensis^ subsp. nov. 

The Simla Plabst-baoked Thrush. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to 0. m. molhssima but paler, less rufescent 
above and with a more golden-rufous tinge. The difference in 
depth of colour between the three geographical races is very 
constant. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in 0. m, mollismna. 

Type, c? No. 80.7.8.2317, Hume Coll. (British Museum). 

Type-locality : Simla, Punjab. 

Distribution. North-West Himalayas from GarbwaJ and the 
Simla Hills to Ohamba below 14,000 feet. 
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Nidificatiou. Mr. S. L, Whymper and later Captain E. E. 
Skinner found this bird breeding in Garbwal in the Eumdar and 
Nila Yalleys at 13,000 feet, almost at the limit the forest-line. 
The nests were typical Blackbirds' nests, but without any mud in 
their construction, placed on willows broken down by the snows. 
The eggs, always three only in number, are not the least like those 
of Oreocincla cluuma but more like well-marked Blackbirds' eggs, 
though darker and more richly marked. Two clutches in my 
collection, with both of \vhich the parent bird was obtained, 
measure only 29*3x21‘3 mm. The nests were taken in the end 
of June. 

Habits. Similar to those of 0. m. mollissima but ascending 
the hills to a much greater elevation and not descending nearly so 
low even in midwinter. Like 0. m. mollissima it is a forest bird 
and is not found in the bare uplands where Whitehead's Thrush 
is always found. 


(602) Oreocincla spiloptera. 

The Spotted-winged Thbush. 

Oieocincla spiloptera Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 142 (1847) (Ceylon) ; 
Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. *155. 

Vernacular names. VaUarrtchia fCing.). 

Description. Upper ])luraage, lesser wing-coverts and quills 
russet-brown, the latter edged with olive-brown; median and 



Fig. 19. — ^Head of 0. spUopierm, 


greater coverts blackish with bold white tips ; tail-feathers russet- 
brown, the outer two or three pairs with small white tips; lores 
and a ring round the eye white ; sides of head mixed black and 
white ; lower plumage white, tinged with grey on the flanks and 
sides of breast and boldly spotted with fan-shaped black spots on 
the breast, upper abdomen, flanks and sides of thioat. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill horny-black, paler at the 
base of the lower mandible ; legs and feet “ dusky bluish grey or 
greyish fleshy ” {Legge), 
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Measurements. Total length about 230 mm. ; wing 93 to 
108 mm.; tail 74 to 78 mm. ; tarsus about 34 mm. ; culmeu 21 
to 22 mm. 

The Young bird has the upper pai*ts streaked witli fulv-ous and 
the lower surface, except the chin, fulvous ochreous instead of 
white. 

Distribution. Oeylon only. 

Nidification. According to Legge the breeding season extends 
from January to June and the nest is said to be made of twigs, 
roots, moss and grass, lined with fine roots. It is placed on small 
trees and saplings at no great height from the ground in forest. 
The eggs apparently number two only and are very much like the 
eggs of Geodclilct citodna but rather bigger ; two eggs taken by 
Legge measuring 28T x 19 '0 mm. Two eggs in my collection, 
sent me by Col. H. H. Harhigton, are similar but smaller. 

Habits. This is a forest bird, being found from the level of tlie 
Plains up to some 4,000 feet. It is a shy, retiring bird and spends 
most of its time feeding on insects on the ground. Legge says it 
has a s\^ oet wliistle. 


Genus ZOOTHEEA. 

Vigors, P, Z. S. 1831, p. 172. 

Type, Z, montioola. 

The genus Zootheva contains two Indian species of Thrush whicli 
differ from all others of the Subfamily in having supplementary 
bristles extending over the nostrils, whilst the usual rictal bristles 
are numerous and long. 

The sexes are alike and the under wing-coverts and axillaries of 
two colours, the colours of the' former reversed in the latter. The 
bill is verv long, powerful and strongly curved near the tip. The 
edges of the bill, though originally even, often become worn and 
serrated, probably from breaking the tiny snails, etc. on which 
these birds largely feed. 

In many ways the five genera Turdus. Arceutliomns, Qeocichla^ 
Oreocincla, and Zoothera lead into one another, but each has a 
quite recognizable character by which it can be divided from 
the other groups or genera and such division should help 
students to work out their specimens. 

Key to Species. 


A. Upper plumage dark slaty-brown . ; Z. monticola, p. 160, 

B. Upper plumage rufous olive-brown Z. marginata^ p. 168. 


(603) Zoothera monticola. 

The Lakge Bnowisr THausn. 

Zoothera monticola V^igors, P.Z. S., 1831, p. 172 (Himalayas, 
Sikkim) ; Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 157. 

Yemactilar names. Daohat-huhu-lovbi (Cachari). 
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Description. WTliole upper plumage dark slaty-brown, each 
feather narrowly edged, with black; forehead and crown tinged 
with rufous ; wings dark brown edged paler on the wings and 
tipped with fulvous on some of the median and greater coverts ; 
sides of the head brown with small fulvous spots and the ear- 
coverts streaked with the same ; chin and middle of the throat 
white, narrowly barred with dark brown; breast and sides of the 
throat fulvous very heavily marked with olive-brown and tipped 
black ; lower breast and abdomen white, the feathers boldly tipped 
with blackish brown ; under tail-coverts dark olive-brown with 
broad white tips ; axillaries white tipped with black ; under wing- 
coverts black with white tips. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill dark brown to 
almost black ; legs and feet light horny-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 285 mm.; wing 134 to 
146 mm. ; tail 83 to 89 mm. ; tarsus about 36 mm. ; culmen 34 
to 38 mm. 



Fig. 20. — Head of Z, monticola. 


The Young bird is darker than the adult ; the upper parts are 
streaked with fulvous ; the lower parts are more tulvous and more 
heavily barred and spotted with blackish. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Sutlej Valley to Assam, 
Manipur, Chin Hills. 

Nididcation. The Large Brown Tlirush breeds in May and June 
and occasionally in early July from 4,000 feet up to 9,0o0 or 
10,000 feet. The nest is a deep, well-made cup of living green 
moss, well matted together and lined ith fine roots. It is usually 
placed some 10 to 20 feet up in a small tree or a moss-covered 
stump growing in dense forest, in the IChasia Hills the favourite 
site being a llhododendron. The eggs number three or four and 
are typical Thrushes’ of the boldly-marked Blackbird type. The 
ground-colour varies from bright pale sea-green to a pale yellowish 
green or cream, whilst the markings consist of numerous small 
blotches of reddish to deep brown profusely scattered over the 
whole surface. Some eggs are very handsome. JFif ty eggs average 
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30-0 X 21-3 mm.: maxima 33*0 X 21-2 and 30-7 X 23*0 mm.; 
minima 26‘5 x 20*2 and 30*0 x 19*2 mm. 

Habits. This Thrush is sedentary in its habits, only moving a 
little lower to some 2,000 or 3,000 feet in the winter- It is one 
of the most shy of all the Thrushes, haunting damp evergreen forest 
with ample undergrowth, where it skulks on the ground, feeding 
upon grouiid-bemes and fruits, or on insects which it hunts ior in 
the fallen rubbish. Its flight is strong and last but it is diliicult 
to flush, generally escaping by hopping into denser undergrowth. 
It is a silent bird but has some quite sweet notes as well as a 
long-drawn rather wailing whistle. 


(604) Zoothera marginata. 

The Lessbb Beowh Thbush. 

Zoothera marginata Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 141 (1847) (Arakan) ; 

Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 157. 

Vernacular names. DaoJcat-huhu-lowia (Cachari). 

Description. Whole upper plumage and tail rufous olive-brown, 
the feathers very faintly margined darker ; wmg-quills, primary- 
coverts and greater coverts edged paler, rather a brick-red ; tips 
of the median and greater coverts tipped to a varying extent 
with the same ; the tail is cross-rayed and the outer feathers are 
a little paler than the central ones ; sides of the head and ear- 
coverts mixed fulvous and dark brown ; chin and centre , of 
throat white, irregularly barred with dark brown ; breast, flanks 
and sides of throat dark olive-brown, the pale centres obsolete, 
but increasing on the lower breast and on the centre ©f the 
abdomen, taking up all but a narrow fringe of light olive-brown. 
Axillaries and under wing-coverts as in the Large Brown Thrush. 

Colours of soft parts as in Z, monticola. 

Measurements. Wing 121 to 129 mm.; tail 75 to 79 mm.; 
tarsus 29 to 30 mm. ; culmen 28 to 29 mm. 

The Young bird has the upper parts darker and streaked with 
fulvous and the under parts more definitely barred. 

Distribution. Sikkim to Eastern Assam, Chin and Kachin 
Hills, the whole of the hills of Burma to Tenasserim, Siam, 
Yunnan and Annam. 

HidifLcation. The Lesser Brown Thrush breeds between 3,000 
and 9,000 but, perhaps, more often below than above 6,000 teet. 
In the hills South of the Brahmaputra it is almost common, 
breeding during May, June and July in the densest and most 
humid forests and nearly always placing its nest on a tall bush or 
small tree near water. The nest is like that of the Brown 
Thrush but often has a few twigs, scraps of dead moss or roots 
woven in with the lining moss. The eggs are small replicas of 
those of the Large Brown Thrush but are often even brighter 
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ai^d bolder in coloration. These eggs would be difficult to 
distinguish from those of GeocicJila citrina but for their texture 
which is soft and almost glossless, never with the hard shiny 
texture of those of that bird. Thev number three or four, aud 
fifty average 27*0 x 20*0 mm. : maxima 30‘1 x 20*1 and 28*0 x 
21*3 mm. ; minima 24*8 x 19*0 mm. 

Habits. Those of the last bird, but this Thrush inhabits lower 
levels and in the Winter descends almost to the foot-hills under 
1,000 feet. Both the Brown Thrushes are very crepuscular in 
their habits. 


Genus MONTICOLA. 

Boie, Isis, 1822, p. 552. 

Type, M. saxatilis. 

The genus Montuola as shown by Hartert (Vog. Pal. i, p. 671) 
cannot be separated from Fetroj^liila of Swainson. Oates’ 
distinguishing feature, the comparative difference in the length 
of wing and tail, is only one of degree and there is a far greater 
proportionate difference between his Petrophila erythrogaster and 
P. cindorhymlia than there is between the latter and Monticola 
saxatilis. 1 can find no distinctive feature to take the place of 
this untenable one and unite the two genera. 

In the genus as now accepted there are five Indian species, all 
of which have a considerable amount of blue in their coloration, 
often combined with some chestnut. The sexes differ consider- 
ably ; the tail is shorter than the wing and the tarsus is long 
though not as stout as in some other Thrushes. 

The males have the axillaries and under wing-coverts uni- 
coloured, whilst the females have these parts barred. 


Key to Sjpecies. 

Af Upper tail-coverts and toil never 
chestnut. 

a. Lower plumage of two colours, 
black or blue with chestnut. 
a'. Wing over 100 mm. 

a". Chin and throat black Jf. eiythrogastraj S , p. 170. 

b''. Chin and throat blue. 

a®. Large white patches on wing. M cinelorkynchaf » p- 171. 

5®. No white patch on wing .... M, solitai'ia, d; P- 172. 

5'. Wing not exceeding 100 mm M, giUai^is, d » P* 176. 

h. Lower plumage almost uniformly of 
one colour, barred or sq[uamated 
with dark brown. 
a'. Wing over 100 mm. 

Upper plumage not bluish but 
olive-brown. 

c®. Back and rump barred M, erythrogasii'a, 5 , p. 170. 

d*. Back plain, rump barred .... M, cinclorhyTicha, 2 ; P- 172. 
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d'\ Upper plumage bluish wo^ olive- • 

brown M, solitana, 5,p. 173. 

"Wing under 100 mm M. gvlariB^ p. 170. 

B. Upper tail-coverts and base of tail 

chestnut M. mccatxlUy p. 177. 


(605) Monticola erythrogastra. 

The Chestnut-bellied Eock-Theusic. 

Turdus enjthrogaster Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 171 (Himalayas). 

JPetrophila ex'ythrogastra. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 143. 

Yeruacular names. (Lepcha) ; jD«o7iaifi(r/c«’ (Oachari). 

Description. — Adult male. Whole upper plumage brilliant 
cobalt-blue, the mantle blackish: lores, sides ot‘ head and neck 
black; chin and throat black sufFused with blue; lesser and 
median wing-coverts like the back; quills blackish, the greater 
coverts, innermost secondaries and edges of quills dark cobalt- 
blue ; tail dark cobalt-blue, the feathers narrowly edged with 
brilliant blue ; remainder of lower plumage, axillaries and under 
wing-coverts chestnut-maroon. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to deep brown ; bill black ; legs 
and feet plumbeous black to black. 

ILeasurements. Total leugth about 220 to 230 mm.; wing 120 
to 130 mm. ; tad 100 to 104 mm. ; tarsus about 29 mm. ; culmen 
21 to 22 mm. 

In Winter for a short time after the Autumn moult the feathers 
of the mantle, sides of neck and lower throat are edged with 
whitish or pale fulvous, the inner secondaries and some of the 
coverts with white. 

Female. Whole upper plumage, wings and tail olive-brown, the 
mantle obsoletely marked with dark crescentic bars becoming 
better defined tow^ards the upper tail-coverts, where they are bold 
and black ; a ring round the eye fulvous ; lores mixed fulvous 
and olive-brown ; ear-coverts blackish ; a patch behind them, an 
ill-defined moustachial streak and centre of chin and throat bu£E ; 
remainder of lower jilumage buff, barred with black and witli pale 
edges, often worn away. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill dark horn3''-brown ; 
legs and feet dark brown. 

Measurements. Wing 119 to 124 mm. 

The Nestling is fulvous above, each feather boldly edged with 
black ; below fulvous-white, barred and edged with blackish. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Chamba to Eastern Assam, 
Manipur, the mountains of Burma, Cochin China to Western 
China and there are specimens from Eokhien. * Chinese female 
birds are very dark and lack the fulvons-golden tinge on the 
lower plumage. 
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Nidificatiftn. This Eock-Thrash breeds between 4,000 and 
8,000 feet throughout its habitat but principally under 6,U00 feet. 
It makes a nest, roughly cup-shaped, of moss, twjgs, roots, grass 
and other odds and ends, lined with fine roots or grass, which it 
places in a hole in a rock or clifE, in between stones or, more 
rarely, in a hollow in a bank or under a boulder or dead tree on 
the ground. Hume found a nest placed at the roots of a tree in 
forest but this situation must be exceptional. 

The eggs vary from three to six in number. In ground-colour 
they range from creamy-white to pale reddish fawn, speckled all 
over, though more numerously at the larger end, with pale to 
fairly dark reddish brown. Moat eggs look almost unicoloured 
but in a few the markings show fairly well. In shape they are 
broad ovals with a fine close texture, often highly glossed. 
Seventy-five eggs average 26*8 x 19*9 mm. : maxima 29*5 x 20*0 
and 27*4 x 21*1 mm. ; minima 24*3 X 19*6 and 26*6 x 19*0 mm. 

The breeding-season is May and June. 

Habits. In summer this is a wild shy bird, haunting the 
roughest of forest country, broken by clifEs and deep ravines, but 
in winter it becomes excessively tame and takes to the vicinity of 
\illages and other human habitations, often perching on house- 
tops and hunting for food in gardens and orchards. It will eat 
almost anything from the tiniest insects to the largest snails, worms, 
small lizards, frogs, etc. They wdll also eat small fish and water 
insects. In its actions generally ic reminds one much of some 
of the Eedstarts and these Thrushes show many connecting-links 
betw'een the PlLcenimrinm and Txirdince, Like the former birds 
they often capture insect prey from a fixed post, and they con- 
stantly jerk their tails backwards and forwards over their back. 


( 606 ) Monticola cinclorhynclia. 

The Blue-headed Eock-Thhush. 

Petrocincla oinclorhynchti A^igors, P.Z. S., 1831, p. 172 (Himalayas, 
Simla). 

Petrophila dnclorliyncha, Blanf, & Oates, ii, p. 144. 

Yernacular names. Krishm - patti (Nepal); Baoliangar, 
(Oachari); Fo7it/^Z^ (Mikir) ; (Kaeha Naga). 

Description. — Adult male. Crown, nape, chin, throat and 
lesser wing-coverts bright cobait-blue; a narrow line above the 
eye, lores, cheeks, ear-coverts, sides of neck, back and scapulars 
black ; greater wing-coverts and winglets black edged with blue ; 
primaries black, all but the first two edged with blue ; secondaries 
black, all but the innermost with a broad white band on the 
base of the outer webs ; tail blackish edged narrowly with 
blue ; rump, upper tail-coverts, whole lower surface, axillaries 
and under wing-coverts chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; the gape yellow and in 
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the non-breeding season the base of the lower fiiandible also 
yellowish ; legs and feet plumbeous or plumbeous horny, the 
claws blacker. 

Measurements. Total length about ISO to IfjO mm. ; wing 
100 to 104 mm.; tail 65 to 68 mm.; tarsus 24 to 25 mm.; 
culmen 18 to 19 mm. 

Female. Whole upper plumage, wings and tail olive-brown, 
tinged with ochraceous on the rump and upper tail-co\erts, which 
are barred with dull black ; the tail is faintly cross-rayed and the 
feathers of the wings edged paler; below white tinged with 
fulvous on breast and flanks, the chin and throat nearly immacu- 
late, the remainder barred with dark brown; under wing-coverts 
andaxillaries pale fulvous barred with blackish ; under tail-coverts 
white with black lines following the contour of the feathers. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill dark horny-brown, 
paler at the base ; legs horny-brown or slaty-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 93 to 105 mm. ; tail 65 to 69 mm. 

The male in Winter has the feathers of the black parts broadly 
fringed with fulvous. 

Nestling. Like the female but with the whole upper plumage 
golden fulvous, each feather edged with blackish. 

Young males are like females but from a very early age show 
the blue on wings and tail. 

Listribntion. From the Afghan and Baluchistan frontiers 
throughout the Himalayas to East and South Assam, the Chin 
Hills and Kachin Hills. In winter it spreads practically 
throughout India and West and Central Burma. 

Nidiheation. The Blue-headed Bock -Thrush breeds throughout 
its Northern range between 4,000 and 9,000 feet, most often 
between 4,000 and 6,000 feet. Nest and eggs are exactly similar 
to those of tlie preceding bird except in size. Fifty eggs average 
23*7 X 17*9 min. : maxima 27'1 x 18-6 and 23’6 x 20*6 mm. ; minima 
21*3x19*9 and 23*6x16*9 mm. They commence to breed in 
early April and throughout May to the middle of June, but I have 
seen odd nests with eggs in July and August, probably second 
broods. 

Habits just the same as those of M, erythrogastra. 


Honticola solitaria. 

Turdus solitarkis P.L. S. Muller, S. N. Anhang, p. 142 (1776) (Italy). 

The Bock-Thrush has been split up into many subspecies, some 
of which, are differentiated by characters which are hardly dis- 
cernible and others by such as are very well marked. The extreme 
Eastern bird from China to the Philippines is marked by the 
whole red under parts from breast to under tail-covex’ts, whilst the 
extreme Western bird is all blue. Both of these have been split 
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up into various races based on a ver^ small degree in depth of 
colour etc., but the iiiteriiiediate race, wliich contains the characters 
of the two extremes, has been ignored since the time of Blyth. 
The area of this form embraces all Burma, Siam and the Indo- 
Chinese countries and it would be silly to imagine that we have 
hybrids extending over so vast an area and, even though the 
individuals vary much in details of coloration, it seems wiser to 
accept them as a race intermediate in coloration, as in country, 
between the two extremes. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. All blue both above and below. 

a. Paler above and below M. s. transcaspicn^ p. 173 

b. Darker above and below AT. s. panAoo^ p. 174. 

B. Under tail-co verts and often the 

abdomen and danks mu'ked with 

chestnut . . Af. s. affmis, p. 175. 

C. Prom breast to under tail-coverts 

uniform chestnut M, s, pJiHippe^isis^ p. 175. 


(607) Monticola solitaria transcaspica. 

Hahtbhji’s Bute Eock-Thettsh. 

Monticola solitaria transcas^nca Hartert, Bull. B. 0. 0., xxiii, p. 48 
(1909) (Askabad). 

Petrophila cyamis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 146 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Shama (Hind, in S.) 5 Pandu (Mahr.). 

Description. — ^Adiilt male. Whole plumage bright blue ; the 
fore-crown, cheeks, chm and throat brightest; tail dark brown, 
the feathers edged with bluish ; lesser wing-coverts bluish ; 
remaining coverts and quills brown, the greater coverts with 
white tips. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to deep brown ; bill black with 
a yellow gape ; legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total lengtli about 230 mm.; wing 116 to 
122 mm. ; tail 80 to 84 mm. ; tarsus about 29 to 30 mm. ; culmen 
23 to 24 mm. 

Female. Above grey-brown, the feathers, more especially of the 
head, with rather dark central marks ; the upper tail-coverts with 
distinct bars of blackish and obsolete bars on the rump; wings and 
tail light brown with paler edges and a white wing-bar formed by 
the tips of the greater coverts ; below dull fulvous- white cross- 
barred with dark brown, more streaky on the chin, throat and 
neck. Some females have a certain amount of bluish tinge both 
above and below. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill dark horny- brown ; legs 
and teet black. 

Measurements. Wing 112 to 120 mm. 
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Nestling. Like the female but duller and darker, each feather 
above with a broad white tip and subterminal dark bar; the 
under parts from chin to vent closely barred with blackish brown. 

Hartert’s Blue Bock-TIirush differs from the European bird in 
its paler plumage. 

Distribution. From Transcaspia through Persia to the Iiido- 
Afghan and Baluchistan boundaries. It is common and resident 
on the Klurrain and Khagan Hdls. 

Nidiff cation. Ool. H. H. Harington took a nest with three eggs 
on the 10th of June at about 8,000 feet on the Ivhagan ridge. It 
was built under an overliangiiig bank in a rocky hillside. All 
three eggs are pigmies unfortunately and tlie measurements are 
valueless. 

Habits differ in no way from those of the common Indian form 
next described. 

(608) Monticola solitaria pandoo. 

Thb Ini)ia.:s- Blttjs BocjBT-THnusn. 

Pfifrocincla pandoo Sykes, P. Z. S., 1832, p. 87 (Western Ghats). 

Peirophila cyanus. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 146 (part.). 

Vernacular names. /S/iama (Hind, in S.); Pawdw (Mahr.); ibda- 
hacTii ;pitta (Tel.); Ningri-^lio (Lepeh.); Daohangar (Cachari) ; 
Hengmh'idne (Kacha Haga); VohtigU (Mikir). 

Description. Both male and female differ from the same sexes 
of Hartert’s Blue Eock-Thrush iu being very much darker, darker 
even than the European bird. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 115 to 125 mm. 

Distribution. Kashmir East to Tibet, Sikkim, the hills North 
of Assam and possibly Ohiu Hills. In Winter it is found over 
the whole of India and Assam and possibly a few individuals 
wander into Northern Burma, but all those I have examined from 
East of Assam belong to the next race. 

Hidification. The Indian Blue Eock-Thrush freely breeds in 
Kashmir, Simla States, G-arhwal, Sikkim and Tibet from 6,000 
feet upwards but in most cases over 8,000 feet. They commence 
to lay in the end of April and eggs may be found up to the 
middle of Jiiue. The nest is a rather rough cup of moss, twigs, 
grass and leaves lined with roots or grass and is nearly always 
placed in between stones and boulders in old walls or cliffs, more 
rarely m a hole in a bank and occasionally, according to Dresser, 
even in a bush. The eggs number three to five and are pale blue 
iu colour, sometimes with a few specks of reddish at the larger 
end. Twenty eggs average 27'4xl9*8 mm. : maxima 28-0x20*0 
and 27'7 x 20’1 mm. ; minima 24’3 x 18'3 mm. 

Habits. This Thrush ia a bird of open country, especially such 
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as is precipitous and rocky and in "Winter, like the other Eoek- 
Thrushes, it often frequents the vicinity of villages and houses, 
perching on the roofs and railings. It has a habit, much like that 
of the Chats, of perching on astiiuip or rock, from which it makes 
little sallies after insects on the ground or passing by, or it sits, 
flicking its tail up and uttering a quaint little croak at intervals, 
much like that of a frog but very low aud soft. It has a rather 
pleasant whistle and is said to have a “ melodious but plaintive ” 
song during the breeding-seasou. It eats berries and fruit as well 
as insects, snails, etc. and will swallow animals as big as small 
lizards, snakes and frogs. 


(009) Monticola solitaria afflnis. 

The Burmese Blue Eocz-Theush. 

Petrocincla affinis Blyth, J. A. S. B., xii, p. 277 (1843) (Ten- 
asserim). 

Vernacular names. Same as for the preceding bird. 

Description. — Adult male. Similar to the Indian Blue Eock- 
Thrush but always with some chestnut on the under tail-coverts 
and nearly alvsavs with splashes of this colour on the vent, 
abdomen and flanks. 

Colours of soft parts and Mieasurements as in the preceding 
bird; wing 113 to 123 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in Western China, Northern Burma, 
Yunnan and probably the higher Kachin and Bhamo Hills, where 
Harington obtained it during the breeding-season. In "Winter it 
is found South through Assam South of the Brahmaputra, the 
whole of Burma, Malay Peninsula, Siam, Yuiinaa and Western 
China. 

Nidiflcation. Not recorded. 

Habits. Those of the species. 

(610) Monticola solitaria philippensis. 

The Japahesb Beub Eock-Theush. 

Turdus philippensis Muller, S. N., Anhang, p. 142 (1770) (Philip- 
pines). 

Vernacular names. Iso pio dari (Jap.). 

Description. The male differs from our other Indian forms in 
having the whole of the under parts from breast to under tail- 
coverts bright chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 4-47 {La Touche) to 4*76 mm. Speci- 
mens in the British Museum have wiugs which measure from 112 
to 126 mm. 
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Distribution. Breeding in North-East China and Japan and in 
winter South to South China, Eormoba, Pescadores, Philippines, etc. 
There is one specimen in the British Museum irotn Tenasserini. 

Nidification. In Japan these birds breed during May and 
June. The eggs seem rather large, the few I have seen averaging 
about 29'1 x20-7 min. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

(611) Monticola gularis gularis. 

Swinuob's Eock-Thuusii. 

Orocetes ^wZ«mSwinh , P- Z. S., 1862, p, 318 (Pekin). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. "Whole crown, nape and lesser wing- 
coverts brilliant cobalt-blue ; a narrow line next the beak running 
back over the eye and ear-coverts black, the latter streaked with 
rufous ; back, scapulars and greater wing-coverts black, the two 
latter always edged vtith fulvous or fulvous-white ; rump and 
upper tail-coverts chestnut ; tail grey-brown with a bluish tinge ; 
wing-quills brown, edged blue-grey and with a broad patch ot 
white on the base of the outer secondaries ; a circular patch of 
white on the fore-neck, extending in a narrow line up the throat 
to the chin ; lores and remainder of under parts chestnut, darkest 
on the throat and breast, paling to fulvous on the under tail- 
coverts, centre of abdomen, axillaries and under wing-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill nearly black ; legs and 
feet fleshy brown to dark plumbeous brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 180 mm.; wing 95 to 99 
mm. ; tail 74 to 79 ram. ; tarsus about 22 mm. ; culmen about 
11 to 12 mm. 

Pemale. Head, nape and hind-neck olive-brown ; upper parts 
olive-brown barred with black and with fulvous edges; tail 
reddish brown with pale tips ; greater coverts dark brown, edges 
reddish and with broad fulvous tips ; quills and primary-coverts 
dark brown edged with reddish; inner secondaries with broad 
.fulvous tips and subterminal black bars ; a ring of white feathers 
round the eye ; a throat-patch as in the male ; below bright, pale 
fulvous ; barred everywhere except on the centre of the abdomen, 
vent and under tail-coverts with crescentic black bars. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements. Bill horny-brown, pale 
at the tip ; otherwise as in the male. 

The male in Winter has the black feathers broadly edged with 
fulvous and the chestnut feathers narrowly edged with the same. 

Distribution. East Siberia, Manchuria and North China. In 
Winter it wanders South into Southern China and the Indo- 
Chinese countries, straggling occasionally into Tenasserim and 
South-East Burma. 
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KidifiLcation. Unknown. 

Habits. This is said to be more of a forest bird than the othefr 
species of this genus. A^ccording to Dresser it haunts “ dense 
forests where there are old trees.” Its song is said to be sweet 
and powerful. 


(612) Monticola saxatilis. 

The Eock-Thhusii. 

Tardus saxatilis Linn., S. N. (12th ed.), p. 294 (1766) (Greece). 

Monticola saxatilis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 147. 

Vernacular names. Baohat gatang-hli (Cachari). 

Description. — Adult male. Whole head, neck, extreme upper 
back, throat and fore-neck bright la vender-blue; remainder of 
upper back to rump dark slaiy-biue, the centre of the back white, 
generally more or less smeared with bluish ; longer tail-coverts 
chestnut ; central tail-feathers brown, outer tail-feathers chestnut, 
marked in varying degree with brown ; lesser wing-coverts like 
the back; greater wing-coverts, primary-coverts and quills brown, 
all but the primaries tipped witli fulvous- white and the greater 
coverts tinged with deep blue ; lower plumage pale, bright chestnut. 
After the Autumn moult the feathers of the upper parts are slightly 
fringed with white and black and the underparts wdth white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark bi’owu ; bill black iu breeding- 
season, paler at the base in winter ; legs and feet black. 

KCeasuremeiLts. Total length about 190 mm. ; wing 116 to 125 
mm. ; tail 60 to 65 mm. ; tarsus about 29 mm. ; culmen about 
13 to 14 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage and wings light grey -brown, each 
feather with a white terminal bar and a taint dark subterminal 
bar and shaft-stripe; upper tail-coverts chestnut with similar bars 
and streaks ; tail like the male ; below dull white, irregularly 
suffused with chestnut and barred with black except on the centre 
of the chin and throat ; under tail-coverts, axillaries and under 
wing-coverts bright pale chestnut with pale tips to the tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill paler than that of the male. 

Measurements. Wing 112 to 118 mm. 

Distribution. South and Central Europe, North-West Africa, 
Western Asia, through Palestine, Persia, Mongolia, South Siberia 
and North China. It Winters throughout Central Africa, both 
West and East, Northern India and Burma, Yunnan, the Indo- 
Chinese countries and South China. 

FTidiflcation. Breeds during May and early June, making a cup- 
shaped nest of roots and grass lined with fine roots and sometimes 
with hair, fur or featliers. It is placed in old walls, ruins, cliffs 
or among stones and is generally well hidden. The eggs number 
four or live and are pale blue, occasionally with a few reddish 
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freckles at tbe larger end. One hundred eggs average 25*9 x 
19*5 mm. {Jourdahi, JRey^ etc.) and the extremes are: maxima 
30’0 X 20*8 and 29*0 x 21*0 mm. ; minima 23*2 x 16*9 min. 

Habits. A very familiar bird, frequenting open, stony country 
and otten found in the immediate vicinity of houses and gardens. 
Like the other species of this genus it is very Chat-like in its 
habits and actions ; its song is sweet and strong and its diet as 
varied as those of its nearest relations. 

G-enus HYIOPHONEUS. 

Myicphoneus Temm., PL CoL, ii, p. 29 (1823). 

Type, MyiojpTioneus jiavirostris. 

This genus, which Oates placed among the Grateropodidcs 
(TimalH^m), is a true Thrush in every respect and the nestling 
shows distinct bars and streaks. They are large birds of black 
plumage glossed with blue and are very handsome. The bill is 
stout and rather less than the head in length ; it is compressed 
laterally and hooked at the tip. The nostrils are round 
and broad ovals. The wing is rather rounded for a Thrush’s 
but the legs and feet are typically Thrush-like, long and strong. 
The sexes are alike. 

There are only two species in India, and some ornithologists 
might even place all our races in one species. The blue forehead 
and blue patch on the wing-coverts, neither of whicli is ever 
even indicated in any of the other forms, soein, however, sufficient 
to specifically distinguish horsfieldii from any of the otlier forms. 

Key to Spedes. 

A. A bright blue forehead and a brilliant patch 

of cobalt-blue on the lesser wing-coverts. . M. horsfieldii^ p. 178. 

B. No definite blue forehead or blue patch on 

wing-coverts M, temminckiij p, 180. 


(618) Myiophonetis horsfieldii. 

Thb Malabab WhistiiUtg-Thbush. 

Myiophonem horsfieldii Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 35 (Malabar): 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 180. 

Yeinacolar names. Ghmta-ukTcee (Caoarese); Smgala Earewe 
(Tel.). 

Descriptioii. Lores and forehead deep velvety black ; anterior 
crown bright cobalt-blue j whole head, neck and mantle black, 
shading into deep blue on upper back, tail-coverts and tail ; lesser 
wing-coverts bright cobalt-blue ; wing-feathers black edged with 
blue except on the terminal halves of the outer primaries ; chin, 
throat, fore-neck and breast black ; lower breast, flanks and abdomen 
black with deep glistening blue ; under tail-coverts blue-black. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris darJr brown ; bill and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 300 mm. ; wing 146 to 
160 mm. ; tail 112 to 114 mm. ; tarsus 41 to 43 mm. ; culmeu 
30 to 31 mm. 

Young birds are like the adult but much duller. 

Nestling has not yet been described. 

Distribution. South-West India, North to Bombay, Mount Abu , 
Sirguja and Sambalpur, but not anywhere on the Eastern coasts. 
Some birds brought up by a Nilgiii planter and released in the 
Jetinga Valley, Cacbar, lived and bred for many years but 
eventually died out or lost their distinguishing features in pairing 
with M, i. temminckii. 

NidifLcation. The Malabar Whistling Thrush breeds during 
Eebruary and March in South Travancore, in May and dune 
further North in the Nilgiris and adjoining hills and as late as 
August in the North of its range. Normally it places its nest in 
among boulders beside a stream but not infrequently in buildings 
old or new, and in Khandala Greneral JBetham found a nest, or 
rather a series built one on the top of another, placed on the 
inside ledge of a window of the church. The nest is made prin- 
cipally of living moss mixed with roots and, rarely, a little grass 
or a few leaves. The lining, which is thick and compact, is of black 
roots, very tightly wound round. The eggs usually number three, 
occasionally either two or four. They are typical Thrushes’ eggs 
and rather like those of Oreicola dauma but much longer in shape. 
The ground-colour is a pale clay, cream, greyish stone or greenish 
and the markings consist of dull indefinite freckles and blotches 
of pale reddish brown with secondary markings of pale neutral 
tint and lavender. Some eggs look almost unicoloured and very 
few are at all well or boldly blotched. Forty eggs average 33T x 
23*9 mm.: maxima 36*2 X 24*1 aud 33*2x26*3 mm.; minima 
30*2 X 23*4 and 34*0 x 23*2 mm. 

Habits. The Whistling School-boy, as this fine Thrush is called 
on the Nilgiris, is a familiar object on every stream, small or large, 
whether running through forest, through grass-land or just outside 
a village or town. Its fine whistle, very full and sweet and 
distinctly Blackbird- like in tone, is uttered often throughout the 
day, though perhaps more frequently in the mornings and evenings. 
It feeds entirely on the ground or in the shallow water at the 
edges of streams and will devour almost any living thing small 
enough to swallow. It is a bold bird, in no way shunning 
observation, and often enters gardens and compounds. 

Myiophoneus temminckii. 

Key to JStcbsjpecies, 

A. White tips to wing-coverts M. t. temmincTdi^ p. 180. 

B. No white tips to wing-coverts M. t, eugenei, p. 181. 

19-2 



ISO 


TUHDIDiF. 


(614) Myiophoneus temminckii temminckii. 

Tke Himalayan WiiiSTLiNG-TiniusiT 

Myiophoneus temminckiiy\q;QVS>y P. Z. S., 1831, p. 171 (Himalayas) ; 
felanf. k Oates, i, p. 178. 

Vernacular names. Kasiura (N.W. Provinces); Iialjii (Doou); 
Oliamong-jplio (Lepcha) ; Tetiman (IJhutea) ; HimUmg (Khasia) ; 
Bi-Daohat gasliim (Cacbari). 

Description. Lores, chin and upper throat black; forehead 
bright deep blue ; whole head, back, wing-coverts, breast and 
flanks deep blue-black, each feather with a terminal spot of 
glistening blue ; the spots on the head, neck and throat olongato 
and gradually widening to broad, circular drops on lower breast 
and back ; tail deep prussian blue ; wings deep blue, the median 
coverts with bold w hite tips ; abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts 
blackish brown. 



Pig. 21. — Head of M. f. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or black ; bill yellow, the 
culinen and base ol: upper mandible blackish ; legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Wing 168 to 180 mm.; tail IIG to 122 mm. ; 
tarsus 50 mm. ; culmeii 28 to 30 mm. 

Young birds are like the adult but duller and without the 
glistening spots. 

Distribution. Himalayas from the Afghan frontier to the 
extreme East of Assam, North and South of the Brahmaputra, 
Ohin Hills, Arakan and the Xachin Hills between the Chindwni 
and the Irrawaddy. A few birds irom the Ohindwin are rather 
like the next race, and here and there on the other hand 
individuals are found across the Bast of the Irrawaddy nearer 
this form than eugenii. 

Nidiflcation. The Himalayan Whistling-Thrush breeds from 
the level of the foot-hills up to some 9,000 feet and occasionally 
up as high as 12,000 feet in Tibet. The nest is a very massive 
cup, made of living moss with the muddy roots still adhering to 
the moss and mixed up with it, whilst the lining is of tine dry 
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maidenhair feru and moss-roots. The internal cup may be some 
4 to o inches across and rather more than half as deep, but the 
size of the nest from one outer edge to the other is often over a 
foot and the weight runs up to 6 or 7 pounds. It is nearly 
always placed near running water : in among boulders or roots on 
the bank, under an overhanging clod of earth, in or under some 
stump of dead tree, high up in rock or cliff or actually in the 
stream itself. A very favourite position is under a waterfall, and 
I have found more than one, to enter which the birds had actually 
to pass through the edge of the fall to get to their young. In 
these cases the nest, young birds and the sitting old ones were 
always more or less wet from the spray. 

They lay three or four eggs and but rarely five. They are just 
like those of the Malabar Whistling-Thrush but rather larger and 
more unicoloured, the freckles and blotches being still more ill- 
defined than they are in these eggs. Two hundred eggs average 
35‘8xi24'8 mm.: maxima 40*3x26-0 and 35*1x27-1 mm.; 
minima 34*0 x 26*4 and 38*4 x 24*4 mm. 

They breed from April to August, often rearing two broods. 

Habits. All extremely common bird throughout the greater 
part of its range this fine Thrush is found on every stream, flitting 
hither and thither up and down them and constantly uttering 
its loud, sweet notes so like the human whistle, but much 
clearer and more resonant. They feed both on the streams and in 
wet bush-forest, w’orking the lea^es and moss just like our 
English Thrush, turning them over and then listening wdth head 
on one side for the movements of a hoped-for worm or other prey. 
Their alarm-note is like that of the Blackbird and when disturbed 
they fly far and fast hut they are very confiding birds and do not 
resent being watched. At. the same time, they do not frequent, the 
vicinity of buildings as the Malabar bird does. 


(615) SCyiophoneus temminckii eugenei. 

The Burmese WHiSTLiNG-TnitusH. 

Myvjiiihonexis eugmei Hume, S. F., i. p. 475 (1873) (Pegu) ; Blaiif. & 
Oates, i, p. 179. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the Himalayan Whistling-Thrush but 
with no white tips to the wing-coverts and the bill almost 
entirely yellow. 

Distribution. Eastern Burma, East of the Irrawaddy, Karen ni ; 
Pegu and Tenasserim, Siam, Shan States, Yunnan and Cochin 
China. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the Himalayan Whistling- 
Thrush. Thirty eggs average 36*7 x 25*4 mm. and are indis- 
tinguishable from those of that bird. 
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In Tenasserim they appear to breed from February to April 
but in the North from April to May, 

Habits. This, like the last bird, is an inhabitant of the hill- 
conutry, being found in summer from the foot-hills bo the highest 
hilltops, and in winter spreading into the Plains wherever there 
is fasit-rimiiing, clear streams but never venturing on to slow- 
running, muddy rivers. In voice, flight and food there is nothing 
to remark differing from the Himalayan Whistling- Thrush, but it 
seems to be a wilder bird and less tolerant of humanity. 

Genus AREEHGA. 

Atrenga Less , Traits d’Orn., p. 388 (1831). 

Type, Awenga cyaneci Horsf. 

The genus Awenga is represented within our limits by one 
species, au inhabitant of Ceylon. It is very closely allied to the 
Bracliiipterggina^ having a very short, rounded wing with the 5tii, 
()tli and 7tii primaries longest and siibeqiial and it also has very 
long tarsi. Its position ia possibly between the true Shortwinga 
such as Hodgsonius and Larvivora, and the true Thrushes repre- 
sented by Myiophoneus but is nearer on the whole to the latter 
than the former. 

The bill is stout and shaped like that of Myioplioneiis though 
rather shorter, being only about half as long as the head ; the 
rictal bristles are well developed and the nostrils are rounded. 
The tail is rather short and very slightly graduated, 

( 616 ) Arrenga blighi. 

The Ceylok Whistling-Thextsh, 

Arrenga blighi Holdsworth, P. Z. S., 1872, p. 444, pi. 19 (Ceylon) ; 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 183. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Male. Whole plumage dark brown ; the head and 
neck are almost black ; rump, vent and tail paler and the latter 



Fig. 22. — ^H'ead of A, blight. 


obsoletely edged with reddish ; lesser wing-coverts bright cobalt- 
blue ; neck, breast, back and wing-coverts suffused with deep blue. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black ; legs and 
feet dark horny-brown to blackish. 


COCHOA. 


183 


Measurements. Total length about 200 mm. ; wing 113 mm. ; 
tail 75 mm. ; tarsus 35 mm. ; culmen 21 mm. 

Female. Whole plumage ferruginous brown, lighter below, 
especially on the fore-neck; the lesser wing-coverts are the same 
as m the male and there is just a faint indication of the blue 
suffusion on the back and wings. 

Colours of soft parts are similar to those of the male. 

Measurements. Wing 109 to 110 mm.; tail 69 to 71 inm. ; 
tarsus 35 mm. ; culmen 19 mm. 

The British Museum has only three specimens of this bird, one 
male and two females. Oates’ supposed young male is undoubtedly 
a female. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Nidiffcation. The Ceylon Whistling-Thrush breeds in March 
{Tunnard) and in April, during which latter month Captain T. 
Aldworth took several nests. They are very massive structures, 
much like those of Myiophmeiis^ made almost entirely of green 
moss and lined with black roots. They are placed on ledges and 
in crevices of rocks either in or beside streams and owing to its 
position the outside is nearly always wet though the inside may 
be warm and dry enough. The normal full clutch of eggs is two, 
or occasionally only one. They are small replicas of the eggs of 
the Himalayan Whistling-Thrush and range through the same’ 
variations in markings. One pair of eggs taken by Captain 
Aldworth is very well marked, better than in any of the many 
hundred eggs I have seen of the other Whistling-Thrushes. 
The six eggs in my collection vary from 29*3 x 21*4 to 34*2 x 20*3 
mm- and in breadth from that of the latter egg to 31'6 x 22*2 mm. 

Habits. This seems to be entirely a forest bird, frequenting 
streams running through well- wooded and rocky country between 
3,000 and 6,000 feet. In its actions, voice and food it very closely 
resembles the birds of the genus Myioplioneus but its flight is slow^er 
and less well sustained. It is a shy bird and difficult to flush 
except in the breeding-season. 


G-euus COCHOA. 

CocJioa Hodgs., J. A. S. B., v, p. 359 (1836). , 

Type, Coclioa viridis. 

The genus Cochoa contains, in India, t\vo»species of Thrush 
which are in many ways somewhat aberrant, especially in their 
type of coloration, which rather reminds one of the birds of the 
genus PterittTvms, and in the short, very broad bill. The nostrils 
are large and oval, the rictal bristles obsolete and the tarsi 
powerful but short. The wing is long and pointed with a minute 
first primary and the tail is of moderate length very slightly 
graduated. 

The young are boldly squamated above and barred below, as in 
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many other of the genera in this family. The nidificaiion and 
the eggs are typically Thrush-like. 

Key to Sji>ecies, 

A. Crown of head lavender-hlue 

B. (IJrown of head deep cohalt-hlue. 

a. Cheeks, ear-coverts and sides of head black. 

h. Cheeks, ear-coverts and sides of head white. 

(617) Cochoa purpurea. 

The Puhplb Theush. 

CocJwa purpurea Hodgs., J. A. S. B., v, p. i359 (1S36) (Nepal) ; 

Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 159. 

Vernacular names. Coclio (Nepal) ; Lo-nyum-iplio (Lepcha). 

Description. — Adult male. Lores, a narrow ‘line next the bill, 
supercilium, sides of bead and a narrow line round the crown 
black ; crown lavender- bine ; wing-coverts and bars of secondaries 
lavender-purple ; primary-coverts black ; first two primaries all 
black ; other primaries with a patch of lavender-grey on the base 
of the outer webs ; tips of secondaries black ; tail lavender-purple 
with a black tip ; remainder of plumage brownish purple, darkest 
on the throat and breast. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris crimson -brown or red-brown; bill 
black ; legs and feet slaty-black. 

Measurements. Total length about 300 mm. ; wing 140 to 
144 mm,; tail 95 to 105 mm.; tarsus about 28 mm.; eiilmen 
about 14 to 15 mm. 

Female. Differs from the male in having the purple parts 
replaced by reddish brown. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in male. 

The Nestling is similar to the female but lias the blue crown 
replaced by white feathers edged with blackish ; the feathers of 
the upper parts have fulvous shafts terminating in a fulvous spot ; 
below the plumage is dull fulvous barred with dusky. 

The young male is like the adult but has the crown white 
barred with purple-black and the underparts brown barred with 
dull black. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Simla to Eastern Assam, North 
and South of the Brahmaputra; Manipur, Chin and Hachin Hills, 
Hills of Central and South Burma to Tenasserim. 

Nidification. This beautiful Thrush breeds in May, June and 
July at heights between 3,600 and 6,000 feet and possibly up to 
8,000 feet. It makes a rather loosely put together, shallow cup- 
shaped nest of living green moss lined with black fern and moss- 
roots and rachides. It is very untidy outwardly, scraps of moss 
sticking out in every direction but the inner cup of roots is more 
firm and compact. It is usually placed on a small tree, 6 to 20 feet 


C. purpurea, p. 1 84. 

V. p. 185. 

(J, rothsMldi^ p. 180. 
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from the ground, standing in evergreen forest but it soinetunes 
breeds in pine-forests. The eggs number two or three, very 
rarely four, and are typically Thrush -like in character but very 
handsome and richlv coloured. They range from eggs like those 
of the English Blackbird, though brighter and redder, to eggs with 
a bright pale sea-green ground richly blotched with reddish. The 
texture is fine and close but not glossy as in CltAna eggs, and 
many are practically indistinguishable from the eggs oC Zoothera^ 
though generally longer ovals in shape. Eifty eggs average 
31*3x21*6 inm.: maxima 35*1x21*6 and 31*2 x 23*0 mm.; 
minima 29*2 X 20*5 and 31*2 x 20*3 mm. 

Habits. This Thrush is essentially a forest bird and prefers 
forests which are dense, humid and evergreen but about Shillong 
I found it breeding in the pine-forests where there was under- 
growth and a mixture of other trees in the ravines. It is a shy 
bird and in spite of its brilliant colouring by no means conspicuous 
until it strikes a patch of sunlight, when it is transformed at once 
into a most beautiful object. It is a very quiet bird and beyond a 
low chuckle I have heard no note. It fe^s largely on fruit and 
berries and to a less extent on insects. 

(618) Cochoa viridis. 

The Gbeen Thbush. 

Cochoa viridis Hodgs., J. A. S. B., v, p. 369 (1836) (Nepal) ; Blonf. & 
Oates, ii, p. 160. 

Yernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. .Crown, nape and hind-neck brilliant 
cobalt-blue ; lores and short supercilium black ; ear-coverts 



Fig. 23.— Bill of C. viridis. 

indigo-blue ; upper plumage deep rich green, often suffused with 
bronze ; central tail-feathers blue, tipped with black, next four 
pairs black on the inner web, blue on all but the tip of the outer 
web, the outermost pair all black ; lesser wing-coverts green with 
broad black tips ; other coverts pal© blue with broad black tips ; 
quills black with a broad band of pal© blue on the bases of the 
outer webs of all but the first two ; whole lower plumage green ; 
bluish on the abdomen and often much suffused with bronze. 
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The amount o£ the bi'onze shown varies greatly, both above and 
below. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brownish orange to deep critnson 
or maroon -brown ; bill black, the gape and orbital skin pink ; legs 
fleshy -brown to horny-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 290 to 300 mm.: wing 135 
to 145 mm.; tail 98 to 117 inm. ; tarsus 25 to 26 mm. ; ciilmen 
12*5 to 13-5 mm. 

Female differs from the male only in having the greater coverts 
and secondaries marked with yellowish brown instead of blue, 
the colour being confined to the edges of the coverts and tips of 
the secondaries. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male but 
the iris duller. 

Young birds have the wings and tail like the adults from 
the first; the crown appears to be bluish white w'lth dark bars; 
the sides of the head much marked witli white ; the upper and 
lower plumage buff, the feathers above with broad black borders 
- all round, those below with terminal black bars, broadest on the 
breast. 

The Nestling is barred and sqnamated all over, black bars on 
buff ground. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Kuinaon and Garhwal to Eastern 
Assam, Manipur and the hills of Burma to Tenasserim. It 
extends through the Indo-Chinese countries into Western China. 

Nidification. Exactly the same as in the Purple Thrush in 
every respect, nest, eggs, breeding-season and sit© but it breeds a 
little earlier, from the end of April to the beginning of June, rarely 
in the end of that month. Whymper, however, found it breeding 
in July near Naini-Tal and he describes tjie lining of the nest as 
being composed chiefly of lichen. Thirty eggs average 32-3 x 
21 5 mm. : maxima 33'i X 21*2 and 32T x 22*6 mm. ; minima 29*2 
X 21T and 32T x 20*9 mm. A clutch of very small eggs taken 
by Hopwood in Taunghoo measure only 27*3 x 20*0 mm. 

Habits. Those of the preceding bird. 

(619) Gochoa rothschildi, sp. nov. 

The White-ohbbkbd Green Thrush. 

Description. Differs from the Green Thrush in having the whole 
of the lower parts almost entirely orange-brown from the breast 
to the under tail-coverts. The sides of the head, ear-coverts and 
cheeks are white, produced in a demi-collar on to the sides of the 
neck. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in Cochoa viridis. 
Distribution. Of the two specimens knowm, one was taken in* 
Sikkim and the other at Matchi in Manipur. 
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Lord Rothschild has examined the British Museum series with 
me as well as his own series at Tring, and we can find no trace 
of connection between the two forms, which must therefore rank 
as species. 

Kidification and Habits not recorded. 


Subfamily PRUNELLIN^. 

It is unfortunate that the A\ddely-kiiown name Accentor cannot 
be used for any of the Hedge-Sparrows, and therefore Laiscopiis 
G-loger, Handl. u. Hilfsb. p. 267 (ISdJ), must be used in its place 
for the bigger Hedge-Sparrow^s and Prunella instead of llmrrhdleiis^ 
as the former name dates from 1816 (Vieill. Analyse iiouv. Oriu 
p. 43) and the latter only from 1829 (Kaup). As the name 
Accentor cannot be applied to these birds, the subfamily must be 
knowji by the name of the oldest genus and hence becomes 
Prunellinoe as above, of which Prunella collaris collaris may be 
accepted as the type. Eor the same reason I have reverted to the 
trivial name Hedge-Sparrow, even though such a term may be 
technically incorrect. 

The Prunellince are sometimes accepted as a separate family on 
account of the scutellaiion of the tarsus, and 1 should follow this 
practice but for the fact, already commented on, of some of the 
Chats when young having similar scutellations, persisting in a few'- 
individuals until the second year. 

The plumage of the young is essentially Thrush-like, and there 
can be no doubt of their proper place either with or next to the 
Turdidce. 

The Hedge-Sparrows are comparatively small birds, Palasarctic 
and sub-tropical in their habitat. The sexes are alike ; the bill is 
finely pointed and slightly notched, wide at the base and com- 
pressed towards the middle ; the nostrils are large, diagonal and 
covered by a membrane ; the rictal bristles are few and weak ; the 
feathers of the forehead sh’ghtly disintegrated and the tail is either 
square or a little forked. 

There is a seasonal, but not very conspicuous, change of 
plumage owing to the abrasion of the feathers in AVinter, and the 
young moult into the adult plumage the first Autumn. 

Key to Genera, 

A. Wing long and pointed, over 88 mm Laiscopxts, p. 187. 

B. Wing short and rounded, always less than 

85 mm Prunella, p. 192. 


&euus LAISCOFUS. 

Laiscopm Gloger, Handl. u. Hilfsb., p. 267 (1841). 

Type, Accentor alpmus. 

The genus Laiscopus contains those Hedge-Sparrows with a long 
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pointed wing. They are considerably larger than the birds of the 
other genus and generally more extensively migratory. 

The wing is longer than ':he tail by more than the length o£ the 
tarsus, the secondaries are only equal to the 7th or 8th primary. 

Key to Swedes, 

A. Breast unifoimly greyish brown X. coUariSf^. 188. 

B, Breast rufous, the feathers edged with white. L. hhmlayanus, p. 191. 

Laiscopus collaris. 

l:iiuLrmis collaris Scop , Ann. I. Hist. Nat., p. 131 (1769). 
Type-locality : Karnttien. 

Key to Sah$i)ecies, 

A. llanlis chestnut without any white streaks. 

a. Barker and more brown X. c nipalensis, p. 188. 

b. Paler and more grey X. c. rvfilatv^^ p. 189. 

B. .Flanks chestnut broadly edged with white. X. c. tihetanus^ p. 190. 
0. Flanks chestnut narrowly fringed with white, i. c. rippmi, p. 191. 

( 620 ) Laiscopus collaris nipalensis. 

Tm Eastebs" AtjPine Hedge-Spaerow. 

Accentor mpalefms Blyth, J. A. S. B., xii, p. 958 (1848) (Nepal) 
Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 166. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description Forehead to hind-neck greyish brown, obsoletely 



Fig 24 — Head of X. c. nipalmsis. 


centred darker ; back more rnfous-brown with the centreiS darker 
and broader ; rump and upper tail-coveiis pale rufous with faint, 
dark shaft-streaks ; tail dark brown, tipped rufous on the outer 
webs, white on the inner webs ; lesser wing-coverts like the hind- 
neck ; other coverts very dark brown with white spots at their 
tips; scapulars and inner secondaries black with broad rufous 
edges paling at the tips ; other quills dark brown narrowly edged 
and tipped with paler ; centre of chin and throat white barred with 
black ; sides of head and neck and the whole breast greyish brown, 
speckled with white roimd the eye ; middle of the abdomen rufous 
grey, barred with blackish in young birds ; flanks and sides of the 
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abdomen chestnut ; under tail-coverts chestnut broadly edged with 
white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark Lrow-ii ; bill blade, the base and 
gape bright yellow; legs and ieet deshy-brown or light brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm. ; wing 90 to 
102 mm. ; tail 65 to 78 mm. ; tarsus about 23 niin. ; culmen 10 to 
11 mm. 

Young birds have the wliole lower plumage rufous-grey, 
streaked w ith blackish. Tlie gape is a very conspicuous orange-red. 

Birds collected by Mr. \\ li 3 "mper in Garhwal were described 
by me as a new race under the name of L. c. ^v7i?/mj)€rz (Bnll. 
B. 0.0,, XXXV, p. 60, 1915) on account of their very small size, 
wing 85 to 92 inm., aud the red colour of the breast and underparts, 
the rufous also extending to the back. Mr. N. Kinnear has 
pointed out to me that this red colour appears to be artificial, 
probably due to the preservative used ; more material therefore 
seems necessary before we accept this as a good race. 

Distribution. Sikkim, S.AV. Tibet, Nepal, G-arhwal, Kiimaon and 
South-East Kashmir. To the East it probably extends through 
the hills of Assam, a specimen from the Dafla Hills being referable 
to this race. 

Hidification. Mr. 'VV’hymper found this bird breeding in some 
numbers in the Garhwal Hills at a height of about 16,000 feet. 
The nests he describes as cups made entirely of moss and placed 
well under the shelter of a stoue. They apparently often lay only 
two eggs and never more than three, as he saw many nests 
containing only two young ones. Two eggs taken by him measure 
23*0 X 16-1 and 22*1x16*0 min. They were taken on the 
27th of Mav. 

Habits. The Eastern Alpine Hedge-Sparrow is a bird of very 
high elevations, being found from 12,000 to 10,000 feet in the 
breeding-season and wandering down to about 8,000 feet in 'Winter 
and occasional]}’' down to about 5,000 feet, at which heiglit it has 
been found below Darjeeling and again in the Dafla Hills, On the 
other hand, the Mt. Everest Expedition saw this bird at 21,000 feet 
and actually procured a specimen at 18,500 feet. In habits it 
resembles its British cousin, being a quiet, skulking little bird, 
haunting undergrowth and scrub, slipping quietly about and 
uttering a regular little Hedge-Sparrow song. Its flight is strong 
and direct. 


(621) Laiscopus collaris rufilatus. 

The Tttejcbstah HBUGE-SPAuitow. 

Accent 07 ' rufiUitm Severtz , Sapisti d. Turk., p. 45 (1879) 
(Turkestan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the Eastern Alpine Accentor but much 
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paler both above and below ; more grey and less brown and with 
the rufous flanks much less rich. 

Colours of soft parts. Similar to the same in L, c. ni;palensis. 

Measurements. Wing 88 to 102, generally well over 90 lum. ; 
culmen 12 to 13 mm. 

Distribution, ^orth- West Frontier mountains from Baluchistan 
to Gilgit and ISTorth-West Kashmir. Simla, probably a straggler 
only. 

Mdification. Similar to that of the last bird. Four eggs 
collected by Mr. Crump for Col. A. B. Ward measure 24*0 x 
14*3 mm. Captain 0. H. T. Whitehead found them breeding 
freely on the 8afed Koh above 12,000 feet, placing their nests in 
crevices of, or under, rocks. These, the nests, were neatly made 
of grass and roots, lined with fur and hair. The eggs or young 
numbered two or three only and the former measured 21:*5x 
14*5 mm. They were taken on the 1st of July. 

Habits. Those of the species. This race seems to fretj[uent 
lower levels than the last one, breeding between 10,000 and 
14,000 feet and being sometimes found as low as 8,000 feet even 
in Summer, whilst Whitehead found it down to 6,000 feet in the 
Samaiia in Winter. 


(622) Laiscopus collaris tibetanus. 

The Tibet Hedob-Spabbow. 

Accentor collaris tihetanus^iBxvchi^ Ann. Mus, Zool. Acad. Petersb., 
ix, p, 1S8 (1904) (E. Tibet). 

Vernacular names. ISTone recorded. 

Description. Rather darker than L. c, rufilatus but decidedly 
paler than L. c. nipalemis and differing from all the other races 
found within the limits of this work in having the feathers of the 
deep chestnut flanks broadly fringed with white and the tail very 
boldly tipped with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill yellow at base and 
black at the tip ; legs pale fleshy horn-colour. 

Measurements. Wing 96 to 104 mm. ; culmen 12 to 13'5 mm. 

Distribution. Gobi, Kansu, East Tibet to Huanche, Koko Nur 
and ? South-East Tibet to the plateaus above Gyantse. 

Nidification. Fragments of skins sent me with ne^ts and eggs 
from South-East Tibet appear from the deep chestnut flanks to 
be of this race and not of the last. The nests are described as 
being built in crevices of rocks or under stones on rocky hillsides. 
Judging from the remains they were originally deep cups made of 
grass, roots and twigs, mixed with moss and lichen and lined 
with wool or hair. They were taken in J une and July, with the 
exception of one found in May, at elevations of 12,000 to 
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ISjOOO feet. The eggs are not disting^uishable from those of other 
races of this species. 

Hahits. Nothing recorded. 

(623) Laiscopus collaris ripponi. 

Eippou’s Hjbsdge-Spabeow. 

Pmnella oollans i-ipponi Hartert,Vog. Pal., i, p. 766 (1913) (Gyi-dzu- 
Shan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A very dark bird both above and below, the tail 
tipped with rufescent and the chestuut danks with narrow 
rutesoeut edges to the feathers, not always present. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill black with pale base ; 
legs fleshy ” (Rippon), 

Measurements. Wing 88 to 98 mm. ; eulmen 12 to 12'6 mm. 

Distribution. N. Shan States, Yunnan, Szechuan and N.W. 
China, S.E. Tibet. 

Nidiflcation and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

(624) Laiscopus himalayanus. 

The Aj-tai Hebge-Spaeeow. 

Accentor himalayanus Blyth, J . A. S. B , xi, p. 187 (1812) (Hima- 
layas) j Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 168. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Porehead, crown, nape and bind-neck greyish 
brown with darker central streaks; back, scapulars and inner 
secondaries black, broadly margined with rufous aud the latter 
■with whitish tips; rump and central tail-coverts pale greyish 
brown, faintly streaked darker; outer tail-coverts black edged 
with pale rufous ; tail dark brown edged and tipped pale rufous ; 
wing-coverts blackish, edged with rufous and tipped white ; 
primaries and outer secondaries brown, narrowly edged with pale 
rufous ; a narrow pale grey supercilium ; feathers under the eye 
blackish, speckled with white ; ear-coverts rufous, pale-shafted ; 
chin, throat and fore-neck hite, the sides banded with black and 
an indefinite collar next the breast ; remainder of lower plumage 
rufous, the feathers edged with white and a few feathers in the 
centre of the breast sometimes sub-edged \vith a narrow black 
line ; centre of abdomen and vent almost white ; under tail-coverts 
blackish with broad white margins. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brick-red to carmine ; bill black, the 
gape and base of lower mandible fleshy ; legs and feet fleshy-brown, 
claws nearly black. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm. ; wing SS to 
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upper tail-coverts olive-brown ; tail brown with pale edges ; lesser 
and median wing-coverts ashy-brown, tipped u'hite and with dark 
centres ; greater coverts brown, centred dark, edges rufescent and 
tipped with rufescent white ; quills daik brown edged paler and 
the innermost secondaries broadly edged with rufescent ; chin, 
throat and fore-neck ashy-brown ; breast dark ferruginous ; lower 
breast, abdomen and flanks pale fulvous or almost white, the sides, 
vent and under tail-coverts streaked with rufous-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris whitey-brown to clear pale brown ; 
bill black; legs and feet fleshv-brown to horny redish brown; 
claws darker. 

Measurements. Total length about 165 to 170 mm. ; wing 75 
to 81 mm. ; tail 52 to 59 mm. ; tarsus about 21 mm. ; culmen 
about 11 mni. 

The Young bird has no red on the breast, these parts being 
streaked with black on a bufly-brown ground ; the black bases of 
the feathers of the throat and neck are very obvious, giving a 
mottled appearance; the feathers of the head are also more 
streaky in character. 

Distribution. Himalayas from the Afghan Frontier to Tibet and 
the Hills North of the Brahmaputra to Szechuan and Kansu. 

HidifLcation. This is a very common Hedge-Sparrow from 
Ladak to Eastern Tibet, breeding between 10,000 and 15,000 feet 
during June and July and sometimes in May. The nest is a typical, 
untidy Hedge-Sparrow nest, placed in the low thorn-bushes which 
grow over so great an extent of these plateaus. Most often three 
eggs only are laid, sometimes four, which are quite indistinguish- 
able from other Hedge-Sparrows’ eggs. Forty eggs average 19-8 x 
14-7 mm.: maxima 21*0x15*0 and 20*1x15*3 mm.; minima 
18*6 X 14*2 mm. 

Habits. Those of the family. It is said to be a great skulker 
and its sweet little song is more often heard than the bird itself 
is seen. 


(627) Prunella atrogolaris. 

The Black-throated Hedge-Sparrow, 

Accmtor atrogularis Brandt, Bull. Acad. St. Petersb., p, 140 (18441 
(Semi-Palatine). 

TharrhaUus atrigularis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 170. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores, ear-coverts, sides of the head, chin and 
throat black; a very narrow broken moustachial streak buff; 
forehead and crown dark brown, darker at the sides above a 
broad buff supercilium, the feathers all centred darker ; back and 
scapulars fulvous-brown, often ashy on the nape, witli broad 
brown central streaks ; rump and upper tail-coverts brown ; tail 
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"brown with very narrow paler edges ; breast, sides of the neck 
and. flanks ochraceous bufl with concealed, black bases to the 
feathers and the flanks with brown streaks ; .abdomen, vent and 
under tail-coverts white to pale buff, the last-named with broad, 
dark brown centres. Wings brownish black ; the visible portions 
of the outer webs of all the feathers rufons-fulvous ; the median 
and greater coverts with faint white tips to the outer webs ; in the 
innermost secondaries the deep brown centres show conspicuously. 

After the Autumn moult the pale margins to the feathers of the 
upper plumage are broader and the general tinge paler; the 
throat is fringed with whitish and the black parts therefore duller 
and less conspicuous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel-brown ; bill dark horny-brown, 
the base fleshy or yellowish horny ; legs and feet fleshy or horn}^- 
brown, the claws darker. 

Measurements. Total length about 155 mm.; wing 72 to 
79 mm. ; tail 58 to 64 mm. ; tarsus about 21 mm. ; culmen about 
11 min. 

Distribution. Turkestan and the Tian Schan ; Himalayas from 
Afghanistan and Baliicbistan through Kashmir, Garhwal, Nepal 
and Sikkim to Tibet. It has been obtained in winter as far South 
as the Salt Eange. 

Nidification. This is not aii uncommon breeding bird in Tibet 
above 12,000 feet, perhaps more often over 14,000 feef-, in June 
and July and, probably, also in the end of May. The nest is 
typical of that of the family, all those I have received having 
been built in among tlie roots and lowest branches of a prickl}’' 
little thorn-bush. The eggs, three or four in number in Tibet, as 
many as six in Turkestan, are not distinguishable from those of 
other species of this subfamily. Thirty eggs average 19*1 x 
14-1 mm. and the extremes are: maxima 20*2x13*5 and 19 0 x 
14*7 mm. ; minima 17*4 X 13*4 mm. 

Habits. Those of the subfamil 3 \ 


FruneUa stropMata. 

Key to Siihspecies, 

A. Above rufous-browii ; breast deep ferru- 

ginous P. s. strophiat(£j p. 196. 

B. Above grey-brown ; breast pale rufous. ... 1\ 3. jerdofii, p. 197. 

P. s. multistriata, a race somewhat intermediate which is found 
ill Yunnan and W. China, is sure to be obtained before long in the 
Shau {States. Its deep rufous supercilium will suffice to sepaiate 
it from P. 5 . jenloni aud its more grey upper parts from P. s, 
strojoJiiata, 


o2 
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(028) Prunella stropMata strophiata. 

The Rueous-bheasted HBBaE-SPAEBow, 

Accentor ztro'pJiwtue Blyth, J. A. S.B., xii, p. 959 ('1843) (Nepal). 

Thai'rhaleiis strophiatus. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 171. 

Yeruacular names. Phoocliing-^pho (Lepclia). 

Description. Whole upper plumage rufescent brown, each 
feather with broad blackish-brown central streaks; tail brown 
with obsolete pale edges; a broad rufous supercilium bordered 
with black and almost w lute over the lores ; lores, cheeks and ear- 
coverts dark brown ; chin and throat white, with black spots at 
the sides and base : sides of the neck ashy witli broad blackish 
streaks; wings brown, the feathers edged with rufous and the 
coverts with white tips ; breast deep ferruginous ; flanks dull 
ferruginous, changing to white on the abdomen and under tail- 
coverts, all these parrs boldly streaked with black. 

After the Autumn moult the upper parts are more widely 
fringed with rufous and look paler. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill blackish brown, the 
base horny yellowish; legs and feet fleshy or reddish brown; 
claws darker. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 02 to 
72 min. ; tail 51 to 62 mm. ; tarsus about 20 mm. ; culinen about 
11 mm. 

The Young bird is a richer rufous above and has practically the 
whole of the underparts bright fulvous, much streaked with dark 
brown ; birds of the year retain the browm streaks on the rufous 
breast. 

Distribution. Nepal, G-arhwal, Sikkim, Mountains Noi*th of 
Assam, South and Western Tibet. 

liridlflcation. Breeds throughout its range above 12,000 feet 
right up to the snow-line, from the beginning of June to the end 
of July. The nest is the usual untidy cup, but is finished off 
better than most Hedge-Sparrows’ nests are and is well and neatly 
lined with moss. They are placed, according to Mr. S. Whymper, 
always in willows in (Jarhwal but in Tibet they build both in the 
willows and in any kind of scrub. The eggs generally number 
three, rarely four, are of the usual blue and fifty eggs average 
19-6x14*4 mm.: maxima 20-9x14-4 and 20*1x16-0 mm.; 
minima 18'1 X 14-4 and 19*8 x 13-5 mm. 

Habits. Frequents the higher plateaus between 12,000 and 
16,000 feet, but in Winter is found in Sikkim and the Assam Hills 
as low as 6,000 feet or even lower. Its habits, food, flight and 
voice are similar to those of the other species of the genus but 
it does not seem to be so inveterate a skulker. 
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(629) Pruaella stropMata jerdoni. 

Jbrdon’s Hedge-Sparrow. 

Accentor jei'do}ii Broots^ J. A. S. B., xli, pt. 2, p. 327 (1872) 
(Kashmir). 

Thar rhaleus jerdoni. Blanf & Oates^ ii, p. 172. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to 1\ s. stroioliiata but generally paler and 
more grey, less rufous; the crown and nape are less boldly 
streaked ; the superciliuui is much paler, the dark bands above it 
are more pronounced and wider and the breast is pale rufous 
instead of deep ferruginous. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Rufous-breasted Hedge-Sparrow. 

Measurements. Wing 62 to 69 mm. ; tail 53 to 57 miu. ; tarsus 
about 19 mm. ; culmen about 11 mm. 

Young differ from the adult as do those of the preceding bird. 

Distribution. Afghanistan, Baluchistan and Grilgit to Kaslimir, 
Simla and Northern G-arhwal. 

Kidiffcation. Jerdon’s Hedge-Sparrow breeds throughout its 
range at 9,000 feet upwards during June and July. It builds a 
rather neater nest than usual, generally of grass and moss lined 
with fur or wool, but sometimes mixed with other materials such as 
leaves and bracken. The eggs vary from three to six, most often 
four or five, and are similar to those of other birds of genus. 
Rorty eggs average 19’05xl3’S mm.: maxima 2rixl3’0 and 
19’9 X 14*6 mm. ; minima 17 3x13*3 and 21*1 x 13*0 mm. 

The birds nearly always place their nest in the juniper-scrub, 
sometimes in pines or other small trees. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

Prunella fulvescens (Severtzoff). 

Type-locality : Turkestan. 

Tvxindla fulvescens has been divided into •five races: — P. f, 
fulvescens^ Turkestan ; P. /. dresseri Hartert, East Turkestan ; 
P. /. dahuricus Taczanowski, E. Siberia ; P. /. ocularis Radde, 
JCus-jurdi, Caucasian Mt. and P. /. farjani O. Grant, Arabia. 

Of these the first two are supposed to come within the limits of 
tliis work, P. f. fulvescens being found in Tibet and Sikkim and 
P. /. dresseri in Gilgit, Kashmir, etc. The former is supposed to 
be a darker race,* the latter a paler one, but they are extremely 
difficult to divide and among the specimens retained in the 
British Museum under the name of P. /. fulvescens there are two 
collected by Przewalskv on tbe borders of Tibet which are paler 
than 9 out of 10 of those in the series of P. f dresseri. A third 
bird collected by the same naturalist from the Dytschu River is 
as dark as any of those from Turkestan and Kashmir. 

Individuals of this Hedge-Sparrow evidently vary greatly and 
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1 fail to find any distinguisbiug feature in colour or size between 
/. dresseH and /. fulvescens. I therefore place all our Indian birds 
under the latter name. 

(630) Pranella fulvescens fulvescens. 

The Buovvm' Hedge-Spakhow. 

Acce}tforfuivesce7ts Severtz., Tmlc. Jevotn.,p. 66(1873) (Turkostaii). 

I'hfirrkaietis fiilcescena, Bknf. & Oates, ii, p. 171. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A supercilium from the nostrils to the nape white 
or bufiy white, forehead to nape umber-brown, darkest next the 
supercilium ; back and scapulars asby-brown streaked with dark 
brown and varying much in tint in specimens from the same 
localit}’’ ; in some these parts are almost grey, in others fulvous- 
brown or even tinged with rufous, though I can see no constant 
geographical variation ; tail-coverts and rump pale brown un- 
streaked, tail brown u ith pale edges ; wings brown, the feathers 
edged with the pale colour of the back and the median and greater 
coverts with pale tips ; lores, cheeks, ear-coverts and a patch 
behind them blackish brown ; lower plumage pale huffy white to 
ocliraceoiis buff, generally paler on the chin, throat and centre of 
the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellow to dark brown ; bill dark 
borny-brown, paler at the base ; legs and feet fieshj’- or yellowish 
brown, claws darker. 

measurements. Wing 71 to 80 mm. ; tail 57 to 66 nun. ; tarsu.4 
about 20 min.; culmen about 11 mm. 

Distribution. Turkestan West to East, Kansu, South Mongolia, 
(xilgit, Kashmir, Ladak, Tibet, Sikkim and Hills North of the 
Brahmaputra above 10,000 feet. 

Nidifi-cation. This - Hedge-Sparrow breeds from Turkestan to 
Ladak and Tibet and possibl}’' in extreme North-'West Kashmir, 
making the usual untidy cup-shaped nest of grass, moss, etc., 
placed in some low bush. The eggs, four or five in number, are 
of the usual Hedge-Sparrow character and sixty average 10*5 x 
14-3 mm.: maxima 20'6xl4*l and 19*4x15-1 mm.; minima 
18*3 X 14-0 and 19*1 x 13*3 mm. 

The breeding-season extends well into the end of August, few 
birds laying before the middle of June. 

Habits. Those of the genus. This species is supposed to be 
migratory in the true sense of the term, leaving its summer haunts 
altogether in the winter. It certainly, however, is resident in 
parts of Tibet throughout the year though moving vertically with 
the seasons and it may well prove to be a constant resident in 
G-ilgit and Ladak under similar conditions. Both Walton and 
Steen found this bird breeding between 12,000 and 14,000 feet 
round about Gyantse, and the Everest Expedition (^Kinnear) 
records it from 12,000 to 13,500 feet in July. 



MUSCICAPIDyD. 


199 



Fig. 25 — Terp^phone p, paradthi. 


Family MUSOICAPID^e! 

The intrinsic muscles o£ the syrinx fixed to the ends o£ the 
bronchial semi-rings ; the edges o£ both mandibles smooth, the 
upper one simply notched; hinder aspect of tarsus smooth, 
composed o£ two entire longitudinal larainss ; wing with ten 
primaries ; tongue non-tubular ; nostrils clear of the line o£ the 
forehead, the lower edge of the nostril nearer to the commissure 
than the upper edge is to the culmeu ; plumage o£ the nestling 
spotted or squamated ; nostrils more or less covered by long curly 
hairs ; rectrices twelve ; tarsi short and rather weak ; an Autumn 
moult only. 

The Mxisdicaj^idce^ or Flycatchers, constitute a very large family 
of birds found all over the world and very well represented in 
India. Some are resident but many are migratory to a greater 
or less extent. 

The Flycatcliers may be known by the mottled or squamated 
plumage of the young and by the presence of numerous hairs 
stretching trom the forehead over the nostrils. These hairs lie 
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horizontally and in all cases reach beyond the nostrils, in some 
genera reaching almost to the end of the bill. Tliey must not be 
confounded with the rictal bristles, which are stiff and strong and 
lie laterally, nor should they be confounded with the lengthened 
shafts of the frontal feathers, which in some Thrushes resemble 
hairs. These latter, moreover, are never horizontal, nor do they 
extend over the nostrils except in cases wliere this is brought 
about by accident, such as careless preparation of the preserved 
specimen. 

The amount of mottling or squaination in the plumage of 
the nestling varies considerably, but is present to some extent 
in every species. It is, perhaps, least developed in the genus 
TerpsijpJione^ the most typical of Flycatchers in other respects ; 
even in this genus, however, the mottled breast and spotted wing- 
coverts are unmistakable. 

The Flycatchers may further be recognized by their very feeble 
tarsi and feet, which incapacitate them from walking freely on the 
ground. This character is in itself sufficient to separate them 
from the Thrushes, in which the feet and tarsi are long and 
strong. 

Young Flycatchers moult into adult or semi-adult plumage the 
first Autumn but many take two years or more to acquire 
the fully adult plumage and breed freely in immature garb. 

Ill working out a key to the genera, Oates’ resource to colour in 
addition to structural and other characteristics has been adhered 
to and it is noteworthy that science as it advances is finding that 
colour, more especially colour-pattern, is an older, more permanent 
character than many others hitherto so considered. 

Of the genera included by Oates in the first edition of the 
‘Avifauna’, one genus, Muscitrea, has had to he removed, as 
Mr. B. B. Osmaston has shown that the young are not mottled 
or squamated but pale replicas of the adult. Their proper place 
seems to be with the Warblers, Sylviidce. 

Key to Genera, 


A. Tail decidedly shorter than wing. 

a. Second primary equal to fifth. 

a\ Bill about twice as long as broad at 

forehead Muscicapa, p. 201. 

h\ Bill about equal in length and breadth 

at forehead IIbmiohblidon, p. 203. 

b. Second primary much shorter than fifth. 


Frontal feaihers normal and not con- 
cealing nostrils. 

o".' Rictal bristles short and few in 
number. 

o'. Sexes different. 

a*. Upper plumage brown or rufes- 
cent with black upper tail- 
coverts and white on base of 
tail SiPHiA, p. 207. 



MUSOICAPA. 


201 


Males above blue or black, 
females brown or rufescent, 
but tail- coverts never black 
and no white on tail. 

Bill strong and wide at 

base 

Bill narrow and feeble 

c^. Both sexes blue throughout . . 
y. Sexes alike ; plumage plain 
brown or rufescent through- 
out. 

d*. First primary uever less than 

half second' 

e*. First primary much less than 

half second 

i". Bictal bristles very long and 
numerous. 

c®. Tail rounded; first primaiy 

longer than half second 

cP. Tail even ; first primary less than 

half second 

rf'. Frontal feathers dense and long, con- 
cealing nostrils. 

c'\ Bill carmated and narrow; a bril- 
liant blue neck-spot 

d". Bill broad and flat; no neck- 

spot 

B. Tail as long as, or longer than, wing. 

c. Head crested 

d. Head not crested. 

Tail about equal to wing, 
e". Bill about twice as long as broad 

at base 

Length of bill about equal to 

breadth at base 

Tail considerably longer than wing , . 


CroBKis, p. 213. 
Nitidula, p. 237. 
Stopahola, p. 238. 


Anthipbs, p. 243. 
Alskonax, p. 248. 

.OCHBOMELA, p. 252. 
CULICICAPA, p. 254. 

Niltava, p. 256. 
Philbntoma, p. 261. 
Tebpsiphone, p. 264. 

Hypothxmis, p. 269. 

Ohelidobhynx, p. 274. 
Uhtpibitba, p. 276. 


Genus MUSCICAPA. 

Jftisezoapa Linn., S. IQ., i, p. 394 (1766). 

Type, Museicaj?a striata. 

The genus Mnscica^pa contains the Spotted Flycatchers, the 
Eastern race of which is found in India, whilst the Western race 
is a common Summer visitor to England and Europe. 

In this genus the sexes are alike ; the bill in length is about 
twice its breadth nearest the forehead ; the rictal bristles are few 
and moderate in length ; the wing is long and pointed, the first 
primary being very small and the second very long and equal to 
the fifth ; the tail is square and the plumage is streaked. Our 
Indian race is to some extent migratory. This form cannot be 
known as sibirica^ which is preoccupied by Gmelin, and must 
therefore be known? as Muscicctjpa striata neumanni of Poche. 
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Muscicapa striata. 

Yroeg, Catalogue, 1760. 

Type-locality : Holland. 



Fig. 26. — ^Bill of M sfriafn ncihitanm. 

J/. s. 7ie2Mnc6imi difEers from typical JI. 6\ striata in being much 
paler, more grey, or fulvous grey, than brown. 


(631) Muscicapa striata neumanni. 

Tot Easteiit?- Spotted FLroATOiiEn. 

Muscicapa yrisola nemna^ini Poclie, Orn. Monatsb., p. 26 ( 1904 ') 
(Siberia). 

Muscicapa grisola, Blanf. &, Oates, ii, p. 4, 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper parts greyish brown, the forehead, crown, 
and nape with brownish- black central strejiks and the rump and 
upper tail-coverts more fulvous ; tail brown edged with pale 
rufescent ; wing-feathers brown, the primaries narrowly, the 
coverts and secondaries broadly edged with pale fulvous or white ; 
lores greyish white ; a bufPy-white ring round the eye ; ear-coverts 
pale brown ; sides of head and neck grey faintly streaked with 
brown and with a brown inoustachial streak ; remainder of lower 
plumage white, sometimes huffish on the flanks and streaked with 
browm on the breast and flanks ; under wing-coverts and axillaries 
rich cream. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bi'own ; bill blackish brown, fleshy 
on the basal half of the lower mandible ; legs and feet black. 

Heasiiremeiits. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 85 to 91 mm.; 
tail 63 to 70 mm.; tarsus about 15 to 17 mm.; culmen about 
15 to 17 mm. 

Young have the upper plumage lighter and more fulvous with 
dark brown edges to the feathers ; wing-feathers broadly edged 
and tipped with buff and lower plumage much marked with dark 
brown. 

Distribution. Eastern Siberia, Turkestan, to Afghanistan and 
Baluchistan and in India, Sind, Eajputana, N.W. Frontier 
Province, and Ehatiawar. The Persian breeding-bird probably also 
belongs to this form, though the skins T have received with eggs 
are too battered to allow of certain diagnosis. It has also been 
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procured in Palestine, Arabia, South Persia, and South Meso- 
potamia, whence there are specimens in the British Museum. 
The Palestine breeding-birds are possibly o£ this race. 

Nidification. Scully found this bird breeding in the pine- 
forests in Gilgit, Wardlaw liainsay took two nests in Afghanistan, 
Whitehead in Ohitral, and more recently it has been taken near 
Sheraz in Persia. The breeding-season seems to he May and 
June and the nest is just like that of its European cousin, a cup 
of roots, grass, moss, shreds of bark, etc., lined with roots, grass, 
and feathers, placed either on a branch next the trunk or in 
a crevice or hole in a tree or a building. The eggs are four or 
hve in number and varj" fi^oiu a very pale sea-green, rather 
profusely marked with light reddish brown, to a pale stone or 
cream colour, the whole surface of which is nearly covered witli 
blotches and freckles of light red. Porty-eight eggs average 
18*3 X 14‘2 mm. and the extremes are : maxima 21*0 X 14*2 and 
19*1 X 15*0 mm. ; minima 16*0 x 15-0 and 17*9 x 12*9 mm. 

Habits. Practically nothing on record, but, according to Scully, 
it is a bird of the wilds and not a domestic, village-haunting bird 
like the European form. In Persia, however, when breeding, it 
appears to frequent the vicinity of human habitations, orchards 
and gardens. The South Palestine breeding-bird is also foUnd 
frequenting the orange groves and orchards round towns and 
villages and seems as tame a bird as the European one. It is only 
a very rare straggler to India in winter. 

Genus HEMICHELIDOH. 

HemicheUdon Hodgson, P. Z. S., 1845, p. 32. 

Type, Jhisdcapa sihirica (Ginelin). 

The genus Heiniclielidon contains two species of Elycatcliers 
which are permanent residents in the Himalayas, a considerable 
number descending to the lower ranges and plains in winter. 

In HemicheUdon the bill viewed from above is almost an equi- 
lateral triangle, shai'p-pointed, pinched in at the tip and very 
depressed; the rictal bristles are moderate; the wing is long, 
reaching nearly to the end of tlie tail, the first primary very 
minute and the second equal to the fifth ; the tail is square. In 
this genus the sexes are alike and the plumage is brow'ii or ferru- 
ginous. 

It is unfortunate that both the names by wiiich our Indian 
birds have hitherto been knowm have to be changed. The true 
H. sihiHca of Gmelin is a larger and much greyer bird than any of 
the Indian forms and the nvimQ fiiligimsa (Hodgson), by which the 
principal of these has hitherto been known, is twice preoccupied — 
by Sparrman, Mus. Carls., p. 147 (1787), and by Gmelin, S. 17., 
i, p. 932 (1789). In the same w’ay fe^^riiginea is preoccupied by 
Musdcapa ferruginea Gmelin, p. 847. 
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Key to S^icdes. 

A. General colour of plumage some shade of 

brown 

P>. General colour of plumage ierriiginoua 


JI. sihirica, p. 204. 
JL cinereicrpSf p. 20(>, 


Hemichelidon sibirica. 

Muscicapa sibirica Gmeliii, S. N., i, p. 936 (17SS) (Lake Laikal). 


Key to Suhsjyecies, 

A. General plumage sooty-brown JL s. cticabuta, p. 204. 

B. General plumage grey-lrown JL s. p. 205. 

0. General plumage deep blackish brown , . JL s. rotkscbildt, p. 200. 

(632) Hemichelidoii sibirica cacabata. 

The Sooty Plycatcheii. 

Muscicapa •sibii ica cacabata Penard, Proc. N. E. Zool. Club, ^ii,p 21 
(1919) (Nepal). 

Jlcmichelidon sibirica. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 5 (part.). 

Vernacular names. J)aiig-‘Chin-pa-‘pho (Lepcha). 

Description. Above sooty-brown, the feathers of the head with 
obsolete dark centres and the wing-coverts and secondaries mar- 
gined pale nifescent or whitish ; a ring of buff or white round the 



Eig. 27.— Bill of H, sibirica cacabata. 

eye ; lores and sides of the head mottled white or brown ; centre 
of throat and a patch on lower throat white ; sides of chin and 
throat, breast and flanks smoky-brown, marked on the two latter 
with white to a varying degree ; abdomen and vent white ; under 
tail-coverts white often centred with brown. The colour of the 
upper parts varies considerably individually, possibly with age but, 
as far as 1 can see, independent of habitat. In some it is more 
brown, in others almost slaty-brown and a few birds, probably 
young, are rufous-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; upper mandible dark brown ; 
lower mandible yellowish ; legs and feet brownish black or black. 

]S([easarements. Total length about 140 to 145 mm.; wing 
70 to 76, in one specimen 76 mm. ; tail 50 to 65 mm. ; tarsus 
about 13 mm. ; culmen about 8 to 9 mm. 

Young are dark brown, well streaked above with rufescent and 
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the wiDg-feathers broadly edged with the same; the lower 
plumage is mottled and streaked with blackish brown and dull 
white or £nlvous-white. 

Distribution. Nepal to Eastern Assam; Tibet to Kansu; 
Manipur, Lushai Hills and hills oP N.E. Burma down to the 
Malay Peninsula and Siam. 

Nidification. Hodgson figures the nest as a massive, rather 
shallow pad with a cup-shaped ca^dt}’' composed of moss and 
lichens, lined with black moss-roots. It was said to have been 
placed on the stump end of a broad broken branch. The egg 
is described as similar to the better-known eggs of the next sub- 
species. 

Habits. This Sooty Elycatcher seems to be more migratory than 
the Kashmir Sooty Plycatclier, coming well into the plains of 
Assam in Winter and also visiting the Terai below the Sikkim 
Hills, in Summer it is apparently found between 6,000 and 
14,000 feet, and, in Tibet, may wander occasionally higher even 
than this. 


(633) Hemichelidon sibirica gulmergi. 

The Kashmir Sooty EijYCatohbii. 

Hemichelidon sibirica guhnergi Stuart Baker, Bull. B. 0. 0., xliii, 
p. 155 (1923) (Gulmerp:, Kashmir). 

Hemichelidon sibinca. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 5 (part.). 

Vernacular names- None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the preceding race, but decidedly paler 
and more grey both above and below but, at the same time, not 
nearly so pure a grey as in i/. s, sibwicci. 

Colours of soft parts as in H s. cacahata. 

Heasurements as in H s, cacahata. AVing 70 to 76 mm. 

Distribution, N.W. Himalayas from Afghanistan and Balu- 
chistan to Kashmir and G-arhwal. 

Nidifi-cation. The Kashmir Sooty Elycatcher breeds throughout 
its range between 8,000 and 11,000 feet from the middle of May 
to the middle of July. The nest is a bulky but fairly compact 
and well-made cup of moss, both dry and green, lichens and roots, 
lined with the latter or with grass and sometimes a few feathers. 
It is generally placed on the horizontal branch of a spruce or other 
Conifer at a considerable height from the ground, at other times 
quite low down and occasionally against a stump of dead tree. 
Davidson found that frequently in Kashmir several pairs bred 
close together. The eggs number three or four, very rarely five. 
They are pale stone, yellowish, or greenish-grey in ground-colour 
but so profusely covered with almost invisible specks of light red 
that they look unicoloured oli\e at a little distance. Fifty eggs 
average 15'9 x 12*1 mm. : maxima 17'1 x 12'8 mm. ; minima 15*0 
X 11‘6 mm. 
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Habits. This little Flycatcher is found between 8,000 and 
12,000 feet in Summer, clesceiidiug to the foot-hills above 1,000 
feet in Winter, rarely venturing iicrually into the i^lains. It is a 
forest-bird but prefers the outskirts of such as are not very 
dense and it seems es})ecially fond of spruce. 1 1 is a typical little 
l^'lycatcher in every respect ; a rather quiet bird but with a sweet, 
although weak, song. It is extremely common over the greater 
part of Kashmir in summer over 8,000 feet. 

(634) Hemichelidon sibirica rothschildi. 

The Tttnnajt Sooty Fi/YOATcnEK. 

Hemichelidon sibirica rothschildi Stuart Baker, Bull. B. 0. U., xliii, 
p. 156 (1923) (runnan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Very much darker than any of the other races, 
almost sooty-black. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements as in the other races. 

The young in all three races vary from one another as do the 
adults, though the differences axe accentuated in this i*ace by the 
dai'k buff colour of the spotting. 

Distribution. Yunnan. A bird from the Shan Slates seems to 
belong to this race. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

(635) Hemiclielidon cinereiceps. 

The Feeruginotts Flycatcher. 

Hmdchdidon cimreicein Hodgs., P. Z. S., 1845, p. 32 (Nepal). 

Hemichelidon ferruginea. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 6. 

Vernacular names. Dang-chim-pa-jpho (Lepcha). 

Description. Forehead and crown dai'k ashy-brown, paler on 
the hind neck and shading into reddish brown on the back, scapu- 
lars and lesser wing-coverts and, again, into chestnut on thei'iimp 
and upper tail-coverts ; tail reddish brown, darker at the tips and 
with the terminal halves of the outer webs brownish ; median and 
greater coverts brown, edged and tipped with chestnut; quills 
and primaiy-coverts very dark brown, the secondaries broadly 
edged with chestnut; a white or fulvous-white ring round the 
eye ; lores and ear-covei'ts mixed fulvous and brown ; a large 
patch of white on throat and fore-neck often extending in a line 
to the chin ; breast rufous with brown centres to the feathers ; 
flanks and under tail-coverts chestnut, paling to white on the 
centre of the abdomen and vent. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris blue-brown to almost black; hill 
black, the commissure and base of the lower mandible yellowish ; 
legs flesby-brown. 
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Measurements. Total length about 145 to 160 mm.; wing 68 
to 75 mm.; tail 43 to 50 mm.; culmen 8 to 9 mm.; tarsus 12 
to 13 mm. 

Young bird. Feathers of the head boldly centred with huffy- 
white to iulvous, the upper plumage chestnut streaked with 
blackish; wing-coverts broadly edged with chestnut and whole 
lower parts dull pale chestnut. 

Distribution. Himalayas, G-arhwal to Eastern Assam, Manipur, 
and higher hills of Northern JBurma and Western China. In 
Winter extending to all Burma, Malay Peninsula, South China, 
Formosa, Hainan and the Indo-Chinese countries to Borneo, 
Palawan, etc. 

Nidification. The Ferruginous Flycatcher breeds throughout 
its area above 4,000 feet, more often above 6,000 and up to 
8,000 or 9,000 feet, but there is very little on record about it. 

Nests found by Mr. B. B. Osmaston near Darjeeling were cups 
made of moss lined with a mixture of white lichen and black 
rhizomorph. Two were placed 40 or 50 feet up in lofty oak-trees 
on projections made by broken branches, but the third was on a 
small tree and about 10 feet from the ground. 

The eggs taken by Mr. Osmaston and the few others I have 
seen are pale sea-green in ground-colour, practically the whole 
surface covered witli very fine pinkish-red frecklings, denser and 
forming a cap or zone at the larger end. They measure about 
18-3 X 14-3 niiu. 

The breeding-season is May or J une. 

Habits. This Flycatcher appears sometimes to be a permanent 
resident between 4,000 and 6,000 feet, being found summer 
and winter haunting very restricted areas, generally in open oak- 
forest. Other birds, probably Summer residents of higher altitudes, 
scatter far and wide during the Winter to very great distances. 
They seem to be rare over most of the Himalayas so far as is 
know’n at present and are shy retiring little birds, very silent 
and quiet in all their habits. Mr. Osmaston, however, says they 
are very common near Darjeeling. 

Genus SIPHIA. ^ 

Siphia IJodgs., lud. Kev., i, p. 661 (1837). 

Type, S. stropMata. 

The genus SipJiia contains two species which occur in India and 
which have been placed in various genera, but which appear to 
constitute a perfectly good genus, differing from Muscicapa, 
Gyoi'nis^ etc., in many obvious characteristics. 

In Siphia the sexes are differently coloured, the base of the tail 
in both sexes is white, the upper tail-coverts black and the back 
brown or rufous. The bill is small and the rictal bristles mode- 
rate ; the wing is of moderate length, sharply pointed and the first 
primary is shorter than half the second ; the tail is square. 
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Key to Species. 

A. Breast cliestnut, not extending to tlie chin or 


throat S. strophiata, p, 208. 

B. Chin and throat chestnut S.parvn, c?, p. 210. 

O. No chestnut on loT^er plumage S. parva, $ , p, 210. 


Siphia strophiata. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Throat hlach *S'. s. strophiata, p. 208. 

B. Throat dark grey S.s. fmcoytilaris, p. 209. 

(636) Siphia strophiata strophiata. 

The Oba^tge-goegetee EiiYcatohee. 

Siphia strophiata Hodga., Ind. Review, i, p. 651 (1837) (Nepal) ; 
Blanf. & Oates, ii p. 8. 

Vernacular names. (Nepal) ; Fhatutagrah-plio 

Description. — Adult male. Upper plumage olive-brown, tinged 
with fulvous on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; tail black, all 



i'lg. 28. — Bill of B. strophiata. 

but the central rectrices with white bases ; a narrow line across 
the forehead black ; forehead to eye white ; feathers above eye, 
ear-coverts and cheeks deep slaty changing to black on chin ai^nd 
throat; lesser wing-coverts slate-grey; other coverts and quills 
brown, edged with fulvous ; breast and flanks slaty-grey changing 
to white on abdomen and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black in the 
breeding-season, paler below and on base of lower mandible at 
other times ; legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 160 mm.; wing 68 to 
80 mm. ; tail 52 to 59 mm. ; tarsus about 21 mm. ; culmen about 
11 mm. 

Female. Similar to the male, but without the black and with 
very little white on the forehead ; the rufous gular patch small 
and pale and the dark parts of the chin, throat, etc., replaced 
with ashy. 

Toung. Above brown, streaked and mottled with fulvous ; below 
fulvous, squamated with black edges to the feathers ; tail as in the 
adult. 
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Distribution. Breed ing tn roughout the Himala^-as from Kash luir 
to Eastern Assam, North Borneo and Western China. AVinter 
South to Tenasserim and extreme Eastern Bengal. 

NidifLcation. The Orange-gorgeted Ely catcher breeds between 
8,000 and 12,000 feet in the end ot* April, May, and occasionally in 
early June. The nest, first described by Mr. B. B. Osmaston 
from the Tons E»iver in Tehri, Garhwal, is a cup-shaped affair of 
moss and maiden-hair rachicles, lined with the latter chiefly but also 
with a few feathers and some yellow papery substance resembling 
birch bark.” It is apparently invariably placed in a small natural 
hollow in a tree five to ten feet from the ground. The eggs, 
three in number, are unlike those of any other Indian Ely catchers, 
being pure white, rather glossy long ovals, measuring about 
19*3 X 13'4 mm. I saw these little El5'’catchers in May and June- 
at about 6,000 feet both in N. Cachar and in the Khasia Hills, 
and they may possibly have bred there. 

Habits. In Summer, when breeding, a very shy little bird ; in 
Winter it is one of the boldest and is found in gardens and com- 
pounds as well as in clearings oL forests. It has a sweet little 
song, which is seldom sung, and also a very low, rather croaky, 
little cliurr, littered both when sitting and fiying. It likes to take 
its perch on some low stump or garden-fence in the open, whence 
it sallies after insects, generally seizing them in the air but some- 
times taking them on the ground. When not busy feeding it 
constantly flits and expands its tail, the white and black showing 
up very conspicuously as it does so. It is curiously constant to- 
its perch, often occup.ying the same day after day for months 
together, and returning to it again the following season. 

(637) SipMa strophiata fascog^aiis. 

The Annam Obatn’gb-goiigetei) Eutcatoheb. 

Siphia stt ophiata Stuart Baker, Bull. B. O. 0.,*xliii,p. 11 

(1823). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Differs from S, s. strojphiata in having 
the throat and sides of the neck grey and the head the same colour 
as the back. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Iris dark brown ; bill black ; legs black, 
feet brown, soles yellow ” (Rohinson'), 

IflEeasurements. Wing 68 to 74 inm. 

Distribution. At present Annam but it has been recorded from 
N. Shan States. 

Type d, 1919.12.20.163, Langbian Peak, S. Annam. 

Nidificatiou. Bobiuson says that a nest and eggs taken by him 
in Annam are exactly like those of the preceding bird described 
Mr. B. B. Osmaston in the Bomba}’^ Nat. Hist. Soc. Journal. 
Mr. Robinson’s eggs were taken from a shallow hollow in a large- 

Toil. II. p 
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tree five feet from the ground. The three while eggs measured 
19*0 X 13*5 mm. 

Hahits. Nothing recorded. 


Siphia parva 

Ken 

A. Chin, throat and hreast chestnut, crown 

of different colour to back S. p, parm, ^ , p. 210. 

R. Chin and tin oat chestnut, breast ashy, 

crown and back of the same colour ... S. p, albicUhtj p. 211. 

C. Chin, throat, breast and upper abdomen 
chestnut, bordered on either side by 

a black band S,p. liyper\jthra, cJ, p. 212. 

I>, No chestnut on lower plumage. 

«. Taler above ? > P- 

I S. p. aLbicilla^ 5 , p. 211. 

&. Darker above 8, j). hypet'ythm, J , p. 212. 


(638) Siphia parva parva. 

Tub European EEn-BiiBASTBU Flycatcher. 

Museicapa parva Bechst., Getrue Abbild., (2) p. 26 (1793) (East 
Holland). 

Siphia parva. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 0. 

Vernaonlar names. Turra (Hindi). 

Description. — Adult male. Forehead, crown and nape ashy- 
grey, becoming paler on the latter and changing to fulvous-iu'own 
on the back, scapulars and wing-coverts ; upper tail-coverts and tail 
black, the lateral tail-feathers with tlie basal two-thirds white ; 
wing-quills brown, the primaries narrowly, the secondaries in- 
creasingly widely edged with fulvous-brown; a ring of white 
feathers round the eye ; lores mixed white and slate ; a patch 
under the eye-ring almost black ; sides of head and neck bluish 
ashy ; chin, throat and breast bright chestnut ; remainder of 
lower plumage white, tinged with grey and buff on the flanks! 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep bright brown ; bill dark horny 
above, fieshy-brown below and at the base, black in tlie breeding- 
season ; legs and feet black. 

Measurements^ Total length about 125 min. ; wing 64 to 69 
mm.; tail 48 to 50 mm.; tarsus 17 to 18 mm.; culmen about 
9 mm. 

Female. Whole upper plumage fulvous-brown; sides of head 
the same, paling to almost white on the chin and throat ; breast 
fulvous- white ; otherwise as in the male. 

The Nestling is spotted on the upper plumage with fulvous 
and mottled on the breast ; the wing-coverts are conspicuously 
tipped with bright dark fulvous. 
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The Eastern Red - breasted Flycatcher 
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The young male is like the female, but assumes more chestnut 
on the chin and throat at the Autumn moult, even whilst still 
retaining the fulvous edgings to the wing- Feathers. The fully 
adult plumage is attained at the second moult. 

Distribution. Breeding from !N‘orth-East and Central Europe to 
"West Russian Siberia, and wandering into India in Winter as far 
South as Malabar, Travancore, and the Nilgiris and as far East as 
Behar and Singbhurn in Bengal. Many of the young birds and 
females of this and the next race are indistinguishable, so that 
some of the records from West Bengal, Behar, etc. may well be 
that of either subspecies. 

Nidification. This little Elycatcher breeds in Europe during 
May and early June, making a cup, or half-cup shaped nest of 
moss, roots and lichen, lined thickly with grass or hair, which is 
placed either against a tree-trunk or a stone wall, or in some 
natural hollow in a stump. The eggs number three to five and 
the ground-colour varies from pale sea-green to a pale pink-stone, 
more or less profusely covered with pinkish brown. Eilty-two 
eggs average 16-7 X 12-7 inni. : maxima 17*6 X 13-2 and 17*3 x 13*4 
mm. ; niimma 15*8 Xl2*0 mm. 

Habits. A quiet bub active little bird, very crepuscular in its 
liahits and often it. maybe seen making little sallies from its perch 
when the dusk is fast settling down. It has a sweet little song, 
though it is but seldom heard, its most usual note being the soft 
low c7n<r-r-»* common to all the genus. It is found both in the 
w'ilder parts of the country and in the immediate vicinity of houses 
and villages, in India it does not usually arrive uutil late October, 
leaving again in April or the first few days of May. 


(639) SipMa parva albicilla. 

Tub Easterit Red-breasted Elycatcher. 

Muscicapn albicilla Pall., Zoogi*. Rosso-Asiat.^ i, p. 4C2 (1827) 
(Dauria) 

Siphia albicilla. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 10. 

Vernacular names. Tim^a (Hindi) ; Glmtlcl (Beng.). 

Description — -Adult male. Differs from the male of B. p. parva 
in having the breast ashv instead of chestnut; the crown is 
fulvous-brown like the hack ; the ear-coverts are brown, instead 
of bluish ashy. 

Colours of soft parts as in S- p. parva, 

measurements. Wing 68 to 73 mm. 

Female and Young not distinguishable from those of B. p, parva. 

Distribution. Eastern Siberia, from the Yenesei to Kamschatka, 
Trans-Baikalia and Ussuri, South to Tibet, ^NTorth- Eastern India, 
Burma, and China. 

NidifLcation. Only two certain nests of this little Elycatcher 

p2 
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have been taken ; the first oF these was one taken for Col. A. E. 
Ward on tlie 30tli JNIay in Ladak, both male and female beiii^ shot 
off tbeiie&t. This latter was a tiii}' cup of green and dry moss lined 
wntli soft hair and fur, and had been ])laced besuhi a stone, half 
hidden in a shallow* hollow in one of the high stone boninlary- w alls. 
The second, taken in Tibet, norih of ilhanitso, was similar to the 
last but. had been built against a stunted w'illow and half hidden 
in a hollow near the ciown. The eggs are indislinguishablti from 
those of the last bird and measure about 17*5 x 12*8 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of the ])receding bird. J3olh this bird 
and the next seem very ]3aiTial lo bamboo-j angle. 


(040) Siphia parva byperythra. 

Tun [mivx liim-BiiEASrici) Eia-catchkje. 

iSipJntt lujjwi'ytlna Cab., J. f ().. 18ii(i, ]>. (Oiwloii), IJhiiif. A: 

( Kites, ii, p. 10 

Vernacular names. Tarm (Hindi); ChiitH or Kala Qhuthl 
(Beng.). 

Description. — Adult male. Above a much darker biowni than in 

p* albioillci ; the chestnut or the chin and throat much deepei 
and richer and extending on to tho whole of the breast and fianks ; 
abdomen pure wdiite in the centre sulfused with che.stnut on tho 
flanks and vent ; under tail-coverts pale chestnut ; a broad black 
line runs down either side of the chestnut throat and breast, and 
is often produced as a broken pectoral band. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 67 to 74 mm. 

Female and Young both differ from those of /S'. cdhiciUa only 
in being much darker and browuier. 

Distribution Breeding from the Afghan boundary and Gilgit 
to Garhwal and probably Western Nepal. It winters- in Ce3don, 
and, curiously enough, there are practically* no records of its 
occurrence betw'een that island and the Punjab and North-West 
Frontier Province. 

Nidification. The Indian Eed-breasted Flycatcher breeds in 
some numbers inHashmir during May and June between 6,000 and 
8,000 feet and also, though less connnonly, in the Simla States and 
Garlnval. The nest is cup-shaped and is made of moss and dead 
leaves, mixed, more or less, wdtb scraps of grass, chips of leaves 
and dead wood, hairs and feathers with a lining of the tw'o 
last articles. It seems to be invariably placed in holes in trees 
at aii}^ height between 6 and 40 feet from the ground. The eggs 
number four or five and are like those of S, p, parva^ though 
<lecidedly paler as a rule in the ground-colour and less profusely 
marked. Thirty eggs average 16*1 x 12*6 mm. : maxima 17*3 x 12*3 
and 1G*8 x 13*1 nnn. ; miiiima 14*9 x 12*4 min. and 15*6 x 12*0 inin. 
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HaMts. This Flyeatclier is found in >Summer between 5,UOO 
and 9,000 feet, migrating in AVintei* lo the plains of India as 
far youth as Ceylon. Eecords of its occurrence betnven the 
foot-hills of the Himalayas and Ceylon are rare, but 1 have notes 
of ils being observed in the Neliampathy Hills and Tra\ aiicore, 
once at Poona, and once in Hyderabad, Deccan. It does not 
differ in habits, flight, voice, or diet from the other species of this 
genus. 


Geuua CYORNIS. 

(*ljornis Hlytli, J. A. S. B., xii, p. 941 (184d). 

Type, Phe^meum i'uhcculQldes^ Vigors. 

The genus Cifornis contains a very large number of species of 
Plycatchers in which the sexes are always different in colour, and 
which appear to be congeneric in structure, habits and in type of 
coloration. They are birds which are often difficult to dis- 
criminate from one another, and with some of the females it is 
impossible to do so. The difficulty is greatly added to by the fact 
that frequently species are separated from one another by 
characters which, in the majority of Passerine genera, would only 
infer geographical or subspecific variation. Species of this genus 
are found all over India, Burma and China, and South into Malaya 
and the Islands. 

In Gffomis the bill is about half the length of the bead, 
depressed and rather broad at the base; the rictal bristles are 
moderate; the first primary is generally small but varies con- 
siderably and the wing is pointed ; the tail is square or nearly so. 

In this genus all the males are blue or black on the upper 
plumage, Avhilst the females are of various shades of brown or 
rufous. 

By some ornithologists the genus Cijornisis split up into several 
genera, whilst by others it is lumped into the all-embracing genus 
Musdewpeu. Oates’ artangement seems to be a convenient one, 
retaining a group of birds which, to most observers, would seem 
very closely allied, yet differentiated from other groups by certain 
characters by which they can be obviously and easily distinguished. 

Key to Species, 

JlaJes. 

A. Base of tad white. 

fl. White on tail extending nearly to tip 
of 3rd pair 

h. White on tail confined to base. 
a'. Upper plumage blue, 
o". Breast orange-chestnut. 

rt®. No white superciliuni 

ft®. A white superciliuni 

Breast white to buff or fulvous- 
grey. 


C. cyanea, p. 215. 


C, Iiodffsonii, p. 21(3. 

C, hyperythra, p. 217. 



214 


MUSfM'APID r. 


c\ Hl’cuist and abdomen }*re\i.sli 

white, ting'od hilvoiis 

cP. Breast and abdomen pure wliitt' 

//. U]>pfci* pin inapfe black 

J>. No white on tail. 
c. lT])per ])luma«e blue. 

c. Crown and rump diPFeivnt blue to 
back. 

c\ Axillavie« and iiiidei* wing-covert'=! 

white . . 

(V*. Axillarii ‘s and under \\ ing-co\ e rts 

cliestaut 

d*. Crown, rump and back same colour, 
c". Chin, throat and bi east dark blu(* , 

abdomen white . . . 

Chin and throat blue 

(j". l*oint of chin black, breast and 

flanks rufous 

7i". Whole lower plumage blue 
i". Point of chin black, breast bright 
ferruginous. 

Oulmeii under mm 

/‘. C 111 men over 13 mm 


C, fncohr, p. :?1P. 

C, supt'raffans, p. 'ii'JU 
C. melrniolettva, ]). 2:24. 


(\ .^aj^p/iirrf, p 2'2o, 
C. rioidfi^ ]). 220 . 


C. pnllipea^ p. 227. 

C. ritheculotdeii,'^. 2**il. 

(\ ham/iwica^, p. 233. 

C. X). 220. 


C\ ficIicUi^^ p. 23-1. 

C. x^ 230, 


Femcdea. 


A. Upper plumage brown or vufescent. 

a. Base of tail white 

h. No w'hite on tail. 

Ilreast chestnut or ferruginous*. 

(P. First primai*y not less than 

half second 

6*’. First primary less than half 
second. 

(iK Culmen under 13 mm 

bK Culmen over 13 mm 

6". No chestnut on breast, 
c*'. Whole lower plumage earthy- 

brown . 

dK Lower xJluniage never bi’own. 
c*-. Wing always over 90 mm . . . 
d\ Wing always under 85 mm. 
Second primary equal to 
9th , tail under 45 mm. . . 
IP. Second primary’’ shoiiier than 
1st secondary ; tail over 

45 mra 

c®. Second primary between 
6th and 7 th. 

tt®. Lower plumage ashy- 
brown, white on abdo- 
men 

5®. Chin, throat and breast 

buff 

c®. Chin, throat and breast 
chestnut 


C. c}/cmea, p. 215. 

C. paUi]i(*h, p. 227. 

j C. rubeculouleB^ p. 231. 

I C'. hanyiimafi, p. 233. 

C. magiiivostrifi, x*- 237. 

C. unicolor, p. 229. 

C. vimda, p 22(5. 

C. hxjpmjthm, p. 217. 

(?. tncolor, p. 219. 


C. liodg^onii, p. 210. 

C, melanoleuca, p. 224, 
C.,sapp]ii7'a, p. 225. 
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B. Upper plumag-e with some blue. 

c. Blue confined to rump, upper tail- 

coverts and tail 0. superciliaris, p. 221. 

Whole upper plumage dull blue C, ficJzeliia, p. 234. 

(641) Cyornis cyanea. 

The White-taiiiEd Blue I’eyoatoher. 

Mmcitrea ci/anea Hume, S. F., v, p. ICil (1877) (Muleyit). 

Cyornis cyaneas, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 13. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Lores and narrow frontal line black, 
remainder of forehead, crown, nape and lesser wing-coverts cobalt- 
blue, brightest over the eye ; remaining wing-coverts and upper 
plumage deep blue ; wing-quills dark brown edged with, blue ; 
tail, four central feathers dull blue, the third pair broadl^y white 
on both webs almost to the tip, the white decreasing in extent on 
each pair, and confined to a broad line on the edge of the base of 
the inner web of the outermost pair ; sides of head, chin, throat 



Fig 29. — ^Bill of C. cyanea. 

and breast dull blue fading to grey on the flanks and lower breast, 
and to white on the abdomen, vent and lower tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown j bill black ; legs and 
feet fieshy-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 175 mm.; wing 91 to 
93 mm. ; tail 66 to 72 mm. ; tarsus about 23 to 24 mm. ; culmen 
about 18 to 19 mm. 

Female. Lores and forehead next the bill mottled white and 
f Lilvpiis ; upper plumage olive- brown tinged with rufous, mostly 
so on the rump and least so on the crown ; wing-feathers dark 
brown edged with bright rufous ; tail like that of the male, but 
brown, not blue; ear-coverts olive- brown pale-shafted, a bold 
patch of white on the throat ; remainder of lower plumage dull 
rufous-brown paling to white on the abdomen, vent and under 
tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts as in male. 

Measurements rather smaller than male ; wing 89 mm. 

Young are probably brown, richer in colour than the female, 
spotted above with fulvous and squamated below. Not quite 
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iulult spool mens show traces oL* this plumage*, but Ihore ajipear to 
no really juvemle specimens in any museum. 

Distribution. The mountains of Teiiiisscrini down the Malay 
Peninsula as far as Perak. A single specimiMi uas also obtained 
by Dr. H. Coltiirt through the Nagas from the liightu- ranges 
of lulls, over r),000 feet, above IVJarglierita. 

Uidiiication. Nothing on record except that a nest was brought 
to Dr. Coltart, with the bird above referred to, containing a single 
egg. The remains of the nest were tliose of a de<^p cup made 
almost entirely of moss, which had, according to the Nagas, been 
placed in a hollow in a rocky bank in deep forest. These Nagas 
came from a range well over* 5,000 feet. The single egg is a ]>alc 
yellow-grey stoiie-coloui', freckled all over with innumerable tiny 
specks of reddish brown. It measui'es 23-9xlS'0 mm., and was 
taken on the 25tli June. Other eggs subsequently obtained, and 
believed by Dr. Ooltart to be those of this Jflycatcher, an*, I find, 
referable to Gyovnis unicolor. 

Habits. According to Davison this is a bird of deep forests, 
never descending to the ground, but catching its prey on the wing 
like most other Flycatchers. "When resting it has a habit of ex- 
panding its tail to show the white pattern just as SipMa does. 


(642) Cyornis hodgsonii. 

The Rusty-bhbasteb Blue Flxoatctieh. 

Siphia hodgsonii Verr., Nouv. Arch. Mus , vi, p. 34 (1 870 (Moupin). 

Cyomis hodgsoni. l^lanf. & Oates, ii, j). 14. 

Yemacular names. JPaon-pali (Tibet). 

Description. — ^Adult male. Whole uppper plumage and wing- 
coverts sLaty-blue, the upper tail-coverts almost black ; lores and 
cheeks velvety-black ; tail black, the lateral feathers narrowly 
edged with blue and the base of all but the central pair white ; 
chin to breast and flanks bright orange-chestnut, posterior flanks, 
vent and under tail-coverts pale ferruginous olive ; wing-quills 
brown edged with olive-rufous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep brown; bill all black in the 
breeding-season, the base horny-brown in the non-breeding season ; 
legs and feet dark reddish brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 mm. ; wing 69 to 74 
mm. ; tail 50 to 53 mm. ; tarsus about 17 mm. ; culmen about 
9 mm. 

Female. Tipper plumage olive-brown tinged with fulvous on the 
upper tab-coverts ; lores and a pale ring round the eye whitish ; 
lower plumage ashy-brown fading to almost white on the vent and 
abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male, but the 
bill is never wholly black. 
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Young birds are dark broxMi above, spotted aod streaked with 
fulvous and with broad fulvous tips to the wing-coverts. The 
under plumage is much deeper and richer fulvous than the female, 
and the breast and flanks are squainated with deep brown. 

Distribution. Sikkim, Bhutan, the Hills North and South of the 
Brahmaputra in Assam, Lushai, and Manipur, Chin Hills, the 
Salween, Karen Hills and Muleyit in Tenasserim, Yunnan and 
Kansu in "Western China. 

Nidification. Tliis Blycatcber is probably resident and breeds 
throughout its area above 4,U00 feet. It lays from the middle of 
April to the end of June, making a beautiful nest of living green 
moss lined with fine moss- and maiden-hair roots, which it places 
in some natural hollow m a rocky bank or, very rarely, in a liole 
in a stump of a tree. In the Khasia Hills it breeds above 5,000 
feet and Col. Tytler found it breeding in the Naga Hills at about 
6,000 feet. 

The eggs vary a good deal in colour. The ground is very pale 
yellowish or greenish stone, sometimes tinged with reddish. The 
marks consist of fine reddish stippling, sometimes numerous every- 
where, but generally confined to the larger end, where they coalesce 
to form a ring or cap. Forty eggs average ]7*Sxl3 4 mm. and 
the extremes are 19*2 x 14*0, 19*0 x 14 * 1 , and 16*2 x 13*0 mm. 

Habits. The Bust Y-breasted Blue Flycatcher is a forest-bird, but 
is found both in pine-forest and in dense humid forests of oak, 
rhododendrons, etc. It is a quiet little bird but lias a very swreet 
little song in the breeding-season, which it utters perched high up 
on a tree-top. It catches its insect-prey almost entirely on the 
wing but does occasionally descend to the ground for this purpose. 
Like so many other birds which live principally in lotty trees, they 
in great part desert these during the breeding-season and resort 
to the scrub and lower growths. 

Cyornis hyperythra. 

Key to S\ib8j}e€ies, 

A. Above paler, uiiderparts less richly coloured. C. h, hyperytJira^ p. 217. 

B. Above darker, iinderparts more richly 

coloured C. malayana, p. 219. 

(643) Cyornis hyperythra hypeiythra. 

The Etoous-bubasted Blub Eltoatcher. 

Museicapa hyperythra Blyth, J. A. S. B., xi, p. 885 (1842) (India). 

Cyornis hyperythi'us. Blanf . & Oates, ii, p. 15# 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adnlt male. A narrow supercilium from the fore- 
head to the eye white; forehead, lores, chin and cheeks black; 
whole upper plumage and wing-coverts slaty-blue ; wing-quills 
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brow'ij, edged wiili pale dull rufous; tail brown, suffused with blue 
and with all but the two central pairs of feathers with hit(^ bases ; 
throat and breast bright orange-eJu\stniit. duller and darker on tlu' 
lower breast and flanks, and paler on the abdoimni and lower 
tail-co\erls. 

Colours of soft parts. Lns dark brown ; hill black; legs and feet 
silvery-white to pale flesh^'-brow n or tieshy-]>ink, the claws a little 
darker and browner. 

Measurements. Total length about 110 mm.: wing 55 to 
63 lam. ; tail 38 to 40 mm. ; tarsus about 10 min. ; culmen about 
9 mm. 

Female. Whole u])per plumage, wdngs and tail olive-brown, 
tinged with fulvous ou the rump; priinarv coverts dark brown; 
wing-quills brown edged with ferruginous ; low'er ]*liimag(i 
oehraceous, darkest on breast and Hanks, palest on cliiu and 
abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts and Measuremeuts as in the male, but 
the base of the bill is sometimes paler and ratiuu* horn}'- in 
colour. 

Nestling. Dark brown above, streaked with rufescent fulvous; 
below dark fulvous, mottled and squamated with dark brown. 

Distribution. G-arliwal to Nepal, Bikkiiu and hills of Assam, 
Chiu Hills. The bird from Annam has been separated as C. Ik 
ammmmds by Eobiiuson and Kloss (‘Ibis,’ 1019, p. 447). 

NidiflLcatiou. This little Flycatcher breeds throughout its rangi* 
between 4,000 and 8,000 feet during April, May and ffune, making a 
neaii little cup of green moss lined with fine moss and tern roots. 
The internal cup is a tiny hemisphere about 50 mm. in diameter 
by 25 mm. deep, but outw'ardly the nest fits the hollow in which it 
is placed. This may be either in a bank, among stones and boulders 
in the side of a ravine or stream, or in a bole in some old stump or 
dead tree. The eggs number four or five and vary in ground- 
colour from pale yellowish grey to a fairly deep pinkish red. Tlio 
markings consist of innumerable freckles of reddish brown scattered 
all over the egg or, less often, confined to a cap or ring at the larger 
end. Forty eggs average 17’5xl3*8 mm., and the extremes 
are: maxima 18*9x14*0 mm.; minima 16*3x13*9 and 17*lx 
13*4 mm. 

Habits. The Rufous-breasted Blue Flycatcher is locally migra- 
tory, being found, above 4,000 feet in Summer but descending to the 
foot-hills and adjacent plains in Winter. It is extremely common 
in Lakhimpur in the latter season and, as odd birds occur in 
Summer, it possibly breeds in the adjacent hills at some 2,000 
feet. It is a lively, cheerful, little bird in the non-breeding season, 
feeding alike, in high trees, low scrub and frequently descending 
to the ground. In the breeding-season it is shy and skulking, 
keeping much to low scrub. 
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(644) Cyornis hyperythra malayana. 

The Malay Ettfous-biieastel Blue rLYOATCHEii. 

Muscicapula malayana Ogilvie-Graiit, Bull. B. O. C., xix, p. 10 
(1906) (Gimong Tahan, Malay Peninsula;. 

Vernacular names. None rec*orded. 

Description. Both male and female differ from the Indian 
Eufous-breasted Ph catcher in being ratlier darker above but, more 
especially, in being more richly coloured below. The difference 
between the females is more marked than iu the males. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the preceding 
race. Wing 68 to 61 mm., Bornean birds 62 to 56 inm. 

Distribution. The Malay Peninsula, including the extreme 
South-west of Siam and Tenasserim, Sumatra, Borneo and 
Pormosa. Birds from Java, which aie very close indeed to those 
from Sumatra, have been separated by Eobinson as C. 7^. vxilcam, 

Nidilicatiou. Not known. 

Habits. The same as those of the Indian race. 

Cyornis tricolor. 

Key to Stihspecieff, 

A. Uuderparts white or wdiite mereh” 

washed with rufescent C. t, tricolor,^ p. 219. 

B, Underparts stiongly suffused rufous or 

quite rufous C,t. ceridniventnSf p 220. 

(646) Cyornis tricolor tricolor. 

The Slaty-blue Plycatchee. 

Digenea tricolor Hodg., P. Z. S., 1846, p. 26 (Nepal). 

Cyornis leucomelanui'tis, Blanf. &; Oates, ii, p. 16 (part.). 

Vernacular uames. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Upper plumage, edges of wing- 
coverts and inner secondaries dark dull slaty-blue, the forehead 
and sides of the crown a paler brighter grey-blue ; lores and sides 
of the head black ; upper lail-coverts and tail black, the bases of 
the rectrices white on a quarter to half their length ; wdng-quills 
brown edged with rufous; lower plumage greyish white, often 
tinged with fulvous, especially on the flanks and breast. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black ; feet and legs 
pale horny-brown to dark brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 115 to 120 mm. ; wing 
67 to 72 mm.; tail 48 to 60 mm.; tarsus about 19 -to 20 mm.; 
culmen about 9 mm. 

Pemale. Whole upper parts olive-broAvn, tinged with rufous on 
the rump ; upper tail-coverts and tail ferruginous ; a fulvous ring 
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round the eye; lores and side.s ol' tlio liead mixed rulvou.s and 
brown; lov\er plumage Fuhoiis-while, more fulvous on the l)reast 
and Hanks and often pure Inte wi the chin and belly. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in tlie male. 

Young birds are brown above, the feathers with bright Lulvoiis 
centres and black margins ; below the plumage is dull ferruginous, 
the breast squainated with dark brown. The adult plumage is 
attained by degrees, and many young males breed in a halfway 
plumage between that of male and female. 

Distribution. TTimalayas from Kashiniv to the extreme East of 
Assam North of tlie J3rahniaputra and also in the Khasia Hills 
(South of that river. Birds from the Ivhasia Hills are rather darker 
below, on an average, than are those frf>m the North, but they 
overlap and vary too greatly inter se to permit their being 
definitely described as another race. 

Nidification. The (Slaty-blue EJvcatcher breeds between 4,000 
and 10,000 feet throughout it s range, occasionally higher, as a nest 
sent me from the Chumbi Valley, Tibet, was taken at over 10,000 
feet. The nest is made of moss, with an inner lining of roots or 
finer moss, over which there is placed a tliick pad of fur, hair 
or wool. It is ])laced in any convement hollow in hank, wall 
or tree but most often in the latter and is sometimes very 
conspicuous. The eggs number three or four and in colour appear 
superficially to be a pale pink or yellowdsh pink but really are very 
pale pink finely freckled with pale reddish, sometimes all over, 
sometimes principally in a ring or cap at the larger end. 

One hundred eggs average 15*8 x 12T mm. : maxima 17 1 X 12*0 
and 15’5 x 12*5 ram. ; minima 14*9 x 12*0 and 15*3 x 11*8 mm. 

Habits. This little inycatcher is resident between 8,000 feet 
and 12,000 feet in the Himalayas, having been obtained by the 
Everest Expedition at Kama at the latter elevation. In the 
Khasia Hills it is obtained occasioually in Summer as low as 
4,000 feet. It is found throughout the plains adjacent to the hills 
in Winter, and at that time of the year is given to frequenting lieavy 
reed-beds and elephant-grass land as well as forest. They are 
very sociable little birds, a couple of pairs often hunting in 
company. The song is sweet, though feeble. 

(64G) Cyornis tricolor cerviuiventris. 

TuE EaSTBEN- SliATY-BTiUE EXiTOATCHBE. 

JDiffenea cerviniventris Sharpe, Cat. B.M., iv, p. 460 (1879) (Bemta, 
Manipur). 

Cyonm leiicoonelanwt^. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 16 (part.). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Differs from O. t. tricolor in being 
a much darker fulvous below, almost rufous-fulvous and in being 
slightly darker above. 
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Colours and Measurements as in the preceding bird. 

Female differs from 0. t. tricolor in being iniicdi darker fulvou«! 
below and in being darker and brow ner, Jess fulvous above. 

Distribution. !P^ortli Carluir, Manipur, Chin Hills to Yunnan, 
Shan States, Hortliern Siam and the hills of Central Burma to 
Kareiini, Yunnan. It is common throughout the plaiiivS of 
South Assam in Winter and in Cachar, Svlhet, Tippera and 
Chittagong. 

Mdificatiou. Two nests ot this race taken by IMr. C. Hop wood 
ill the Chin Hills ar6 said to lia\e been just like those of tlie last 
bird and the eggs also are iiidistinguisliable. Tliey measure about 
15-y xll*8 mm. and were taken at 5,000 feet on the 29tli April 
and 1st May, 1914. 

Habits. Those of the preceding bird. 

Cyomis superciliaris. 

Key to Siibsjiecit's. 

A. A broad conspicuous superciliiini from 

' eye to nape C. s ciharis, p 2:21. 

B. No white eyebrow, or merely an obsolete 

trace of it*!. .* C s.^astigma, p. 22.1. 

(647) Cyornis superciliaris superciliaris. 

TitE White-beowei) Blue FLYC.vTcnEE. 

Muscicapa supercilians ZnxdiOYK, Madr. Jour. L, S., xi, p 10 (1840) 
(N, Indian Ghat’s). 

Cyorm^ supei'etUnrhs. Blanf, & Oates, li, p. 17. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Whole upper plumnge and wdiig- 
coierts rather dull, but not very dark blue ; lores and edges of 



Fig 30. — Bill of C. s. sirperctha} it, 

forehead black ; a broad white supercilium from the front of the 
eye to the nape; tail blackish brown, edged wdth blue and with 
white bases to all but the central pair ^f feathers ; w'iug-quills 
blackish brown edged with blue ; sides of head, neck, and breast 
blue, a little darker than tlie back, sometimes extending as a collar 
across the breast but generally broken in the centre; remainder 
of lower plumage white. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown : bill black ; legs and 
feet deep brown or “purplish black” 

Measurements. Total length about 110 mm.; wing 61 to 
64 mm.; tail 43 to 45 mm.; tarsus 16 to 17 mm.; culmeii about 
10 mm. 

Pemale. Above olive-grey, more or less tinged with brown ; 
forehead fulvous aud lores mixed fulvous and white ; rump just 
showing a tinge of blue and upper tail-co verts quite blue ; tail 
blackish edged with blue ; lower pliuuage dull butf, tinged with 
brown on the breast and albescent on the centre of the abdomen, 
vent aud under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in male. 

Nestling. Above asby-browu, tlie feathers centred with fulvous 
and with black edges ; tail and upper tail-coverts showing a good 
deal ol blue; below fulvous-white squamated with black. The 
white marks on the tail of the male are present from the earliest 
stage. 

The young male breeds in a plumage rather like that of the 
female, but with much more blue above. 

Distribution. The HiinaLiyas from the Afghan Frontier to 
Garhwal and Western Nepal. 

Nidification. In the Himalayas this Flycatcher does not breed 
much below 7,500 feet though, lu the hills South of the 
Brahmaputra, I found Q, s. astigma breeding in small numbers at 
about 5,000 feet. It commences breeding at the eud of April 
and continues until the middle of June, making a iiest of moss, 
lined with roots or fibres aud placed in some small hole in a tree 
between ten and thirty feet from the ground. Mr. J. Davidson 
took a nest from a Woodpecker’s nest-hole in Kashmir and 
Mr. B. B. Osmastoii found it appropriating the deserted nest of a 
Wren. The eggs number four or five and in colour are a very pale 
olive-yellow or olive-green dusted over with fine reddisli freckles, 
sometimes over the whole surface, sometimes over the larger end 
only where they form a ring or cap. In the former case they 
look almost unicoloured reddish buffi, in the latter olive-greeu with 
a reddish cap or ring. One hundred eggs average 16*0 x 12*2 mm. : 
maxima 17 2 X 12*2 and 17*1 X 13*0 mm. ; minima 14*2 x 11*9 and 
14*5 X 11*6 mm. 

Habits. The Wlute-browed Blue Flycatcher is found up to at 
least 10,000 feet in {Summer, wandering in Winter as far South as 
the Central Provinces and to Khandesh in the Bombay Presidency. 
They are typical little Flycatchers in all their waysi In Summer 
rather shy aud retiring, frequenting forests, in Winter they 
come far more into the open and even into gardens when they 
are very fearless and confiding. The song is sweet and like that 
of the Slaty-blue Flycatcher but stronger and better sustained. 
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((348) Cyornis superciliaris astigma. 

The Little Blue-ahd- White yLTCATCHBE. 

Mitscicapa astigma Hodgs., in Gray^s Zool.' Misc, p. 84 (1844) 
(Nepal). 

Cyornis astigma. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 19. 

Vernacular names. Ihim-tl-ti (Lepcha). 

Description. — Adult male. This race is a little less deep a blue 
in colour than the preceding race but differs principally in having 
no wliite supercilium. In a few specimens from Nepal and 
Sikkim there is just a trace visible of white above and behind the 
eye, but there is never a broad conspicuous white streak as in 
(7. $. superciliaris. Birds from Assam and farcher East iievei’ 
show any white. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the White-browed 
Blue Flycatcher but with a smaller bill. Wing about 62 to 
68 mm. ; culmen about 9 mm. 

Female. Very similar to that of the preceding race but usually 
has the upper tail-eoverbs more tinged with fulvous and less with 
blue. 

The young male, like that of the preceding bird, acquires a 
semi-adult plumage at the first moult, retaining the brown head 
of the female, which grades into the blue of tlie male on the lower 
back and wings. Tlie rusty throat and breast of the younger 
nestling is also retained as well as the broad pale margins to the 
wing-feathers. At this stage the two races are quite indistin- 
guishable. 

Nestling similar to that of O. s. superciliaris. 

Distribution. Nepal and Sikkim to the East of Assam ; hills 
of South Assam, Manipur and Lushai; Chin and Knchin Hills, 
Karenni, Tunnaii. A nestling in Col. Stevenson Clarke's coll, 
from Yunnan labelled Muscioapa hlythi {^melanoleuca) is obviously 
not that bird but is probably this. 

Nidification. This little Flycatcher breeds at much lower 
elevations than the preceding bird ; in the Khasia Hills I found 
it breeding at 5,000 feet, whilst in North Cachar I took a few nests 
even lower than this. Neither nests nor eggs can be distin- 
guished from those of the last race. 

The breeding-season seems to be from the end of April to early 
June. Ill North Cachar the males were all breeding in the semi- 
adult plumage and in the Khasia Hills there were very few birds 
in the full blue plumage of the old male. 

Habits. Those of the last bird. 
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Cyomis melanoleuca. 

Key io Sahspecias, 


A. Females aLove olno-browu, tiiioed with [p 224. 

fulvous C, melanoleuca, 

B. Females above blue-grey with no liilvous [p. 224, 

tinge ' C. m. tvet^fermmm'i, 


(649) Cyornis melanoleuca melanoleuca. 

The Indiax Llmle Pikd JjVa'Catch hr. 

jMuf^cicapidn melanoleucas lloclgs., lUyth, J. A. S. B., xii, ]). 940 ( 1843) 
(Nepal). 

Cyorms melanoleucus. Blanf & Oates, ii, p 18 (p.irt.) 

Vernacular names. Ihmi-ti-ii (Lepcha). 

Description. — Adult male. A broad superciliuin, the inner 
greater wing-eoverts and edges of inner secondjiries white ; basal 
half of lateral tail-feathers and whole lower plumage white; 
remaining plumage \ el vety -black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill and legs black. 

Measurements. Total length about 110 mm. ; wing 50 to 
69 mm, ; tail 40 to 43 mni. ; tarsus jibout 15 to 16 nnn, ; culinon 
about 9 mm. 

Female. Above olive-brown, more fulvous on the rump ; up])er 
tail-co\erts bright ferruginous ; tail brown edged with the same; 
wing-coverts like the back, the greater coverts and innermost 
secondaries edged w’lth fulvous- white ; below smoky-white. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as iu the male. 

Distribution. Garliwal, JNepal, ISikkim to tlie extreme Bast of 
Assam North of the Brahmaputra. 

Nidification. Nothing recorded. 

Habits. In Summer the Little Fied Flvcatclier is found between 
3,000 and 8,000 feet in forest. There is practically nothing on 
record in regard to its habits, but these will not be found to differ 
from those of its Eastern race. 

(650) Cyornis melanoleuca westermanni. 

The Burmese Little Fiejd Flycatcher. 

Muscicapula westennantii Sharpe, P. Z. S., 1888, p. 270 (Gmiong 
Ulu, liatang, Padang, Perak, Malay Pen.;. 

Cyorms melanoleiwus. Blanf & Oates, ii, p. 18 (part.). 

Vernacular names. (Oachari). 

Description. — Adult male. Indistinguishable from the Indian 
bird . 

Female. Above grey, with a slaty-blue tinge and with no 
fulvous except a very slight tinge on the extreme rump. 
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Distril)iLti02L. Assam South o£ the Brahmaputra, the hills of 
Burma and the Mala}'" Peninsula, Shan States, Timuan, Siam. 

NidifLcation. In the hills South of 'the Brahmaputra this 
Elycatcher breeds during April, May and June at elevations 
between 3,000 and 7,000 feet but generally between 5,000 and 
7,000. The nest is a tiny cup of moss, in most cases very compact 
and well put together but sometimes rather rough and flimsy. 
The lining is of soft shreds of grass or of fine hair-like roots 
(? raehides). Most nests are placed in holes in high rocky banks or 
in hollows of the rocks themselves but a few are placed in holes 
and hollows in trees. The eggs, three or four in number, appear 
at first sight to- he almost uniform olive-brown but are really a 
pale yellow stone-colour or yellowish green covered all over with 
tiny freckles of reddish brown. In shape they are broad blunt 
ovals and thirty eggs average 15*1 x 11 5 mm. : maxima 16'1 X 
12-2 and 15-9 x 12*3 mm.; minima 14*1 X 11*5 and 15*0 x 11*2 mm. 

Habits. In Winter the Little Pied Elycatcher is found all over 
the plains of Assam and Eastern Bengal and throughout nearly 
all Burma. It is a very cheerful lively little bird often associating 
in flocks and ever on the move from one vantage spot to another, 
catching most of its insect-prey on the wing but also chasing it 
along the branches or snatching it from the bark of a tree. It has 
a sweet but very short little song, which it often utters even in 
winter. It is a very fearless little bird, entering gardens and 
orchards and hawking for flies within a few feet of the watcher. 


(651) Cyornis sapphira. 

The Sapphire-headed Eltoatoheb. 

Muscicapula sapphira Tickell, Blyth, J. A, S.B., xii, p, 939 (1843} 
(Daijiling). 

Cyornis sapphira. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 20. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Eorehead, cvown and nape brilliant 
ultramarine-blue ; sides of head, neck, back, rump and wing-coverts 
deep purplish blue ; upper tail-coverts bright blue ; tail black, 
edged with bright blue ; wing-quills and primary-coverts black, 
edged with deep blue; lores and a line through the eye black; 
chin, throat and upper breast light chestnut; au interrupted baud 
below the chestnut deep blue ; remainder of lower parts a very 
pale blue-grey ; axillaries and under wing-coverts \^ bite. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or hazel; bill black; legs 
and feet light horny-brown to dark ashy-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 60 to 63 mm. ; tail 40 to 46 mm.; tarsus 
about 16 mm. : culmen about 8*5 to 9 mm. 

Female. Whole upper plumage rufous-olive, more rufous on the 
forehead ; upper tail-coverts bright ferruginous ; tail dark brown 

TOD. II. Q 
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tinged strongly with ferrnginons ; lores and edge of forehead 
mixed fulvous and brown ; a ring of bright fulvous round the eye; 
chin, throat and breast pale, bright orange-chestnut ; remainder of 
lower plumage dull white, the flanks and under tail-coverts suffused 
with brown. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male. 

Measurements. A little smaller than the male, wing 58 to 
61 mm. 

M estling. Similar to that of C7. super ciliar is ^ but a deeper fulvous 
on the throat and breast. 

Distribution. Sikkim to Eastern Bengal, Chin and Kachin 
Hills. 

Midiflcation. 1 found this bird breeding in North Cachar 
between 3,500 and 6,000 feet and Dr. H. N. Coltart obtained 
nests, eggs and birds from the Trans-Dikhu Nagas at Margherita, 
probably taken at about 6,000 feet. The nest is the usual moss 
cup, lined with fine hair-like roots and placed either in a hollow 
in the face of a steep bank or in a hole in a tree or dead stump. 

The eggs, three or four in number, are just like those of 
O. superciliaris. I found all those I obtained myself in nests in 
forest, either dense evergreen or of oak, but the latter were covered 
all the year round with masses of orchids, ferns and moss and the 
undergrowth was always green. 

This Elycatcher breeds throughout May and June. 

Habits. The birds seen by me in North Cachar were all either 
in pairs or single, frequenting high undergrowth or small trees, 
from the tops of which they [made their sallies after insects. 
I never heard their song.’ 

Cyornis vivida. 

Cyomis vivida Swinh., Ibis, 1864, p. 463 (Formosa). 



Eig. 31. — Bill of (7. vivida oatesi. 

(652) Cyornis vivida oatesi. 

TB31 EurOUS-BEIiLIED BlITB FLYOATOHm. 

NUtava "oatesi Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen., 2, v, p. 614 (1887) 
(Pegu). 

Cyomis oatesi. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 20. 

Yernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult mide. Eorehead, lores and sides of head 
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deep black; crown, nape, rump, upper tail -coverts, lesser and 
median wing- coverts glistening cobalt-blue ; tail black, the central 
pair o£ feathers and outer webs of lateral suffused with bright dark 
blue ; back, sides of neck, wing-coverts and edges of quill-feathers 
deep blue ; chin, throat, and sides of neck deep blue ; remainder 
of lower plumage, axillaries and under wing-coverts chestnut, 
deepest on the breast. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep brown to reddish chocolate 
{JSiwne) ; bill black ; legs and feet dark horny-brown to blackish 
brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 180 mm. ; \\’ing 92 to 
102 inin.; tail 70 to 95 mm. ; tarsus about 18 to 19 mm. ; cuTinen 
10 to 11 mm. 

This bird differs from vivida from Formosa only in having a 
darker, more blackish back, in being slightly less brilliant blue on 
the upper tail-coverts and also in being larger. The Formosan bird 
has a wing measuring from 82 to 90 nim. and other measure- 
ments in proportion. 

Female. Forehead, lores, sides of head, chin and upper throat 
rufous, speckled and barred with brown ; crown, nape and sides 
of neck ashy-brown, becoming more and more fulvous-olive towards 
the upper tail-coverts which are fulvous-brown; a large patch 
below the throat, axillaries, under wing-coverts and under tail- 
coverts pale buff ; remainder of lower plumage ashy tinged with 
buff on the breast and purer and paler on the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male. 

Young birds are dark brown above speckled with fulvous ; below 
rufous, the breast mottled and barred with dark brown- 

Distribution. Hills of Assam South of the Brahmaputra, Ohin 
and Kachin Hills, Shan States and mountains of Central Burma, 
South to Tenasserim, Siam. 

Midification. Unknown. 

Habits. Davison found this bird always single, haunting both 
tree-tops and low hushes. Those seen by myselt in Assam and 
by Hujoe in Manipur were in pairs and invariably skulking in 
brushwood, from which they sallied after insects which they 
captured in the usual Flycatcher manner. They keep to hills 
above 4,000 feet in Assam and to greater heights than this in 
Burma. 


Gyornis pallipes. 

iKey to Subspecies, 

A. Upper plumage blue. 

а. Above duller, supercilium not very bright. C. p. pallipes j p. 228. 

б . Above brighter, supercilium very bright . C.p, Minana^ S » p.229. 

B. Upper plumage olive-brown. 

c. Above paler ; tail strongly chestnut .... C.p.pallipeSf $ , p.228. 

d. Above darker ; tall only tinged chestnut. C, p, hamana^ $ ^ P- ^29. 

q2 
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(653) Gyomis pallipes pallipes. 

The Whete-behlied Blue Plyoatohee. 

Mmcicapa pallipes Jerdon, Madr. Journ. L. S., xi, p. 16 (1840) 
(Coonoor Ghat). 

Cyomis pallidipes, Blanf. 8c Oates, p. 22. 

YernacHlar names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. T'orehead and supereilium nltra- 
inarine-blue ; lores black fading to bluish black on ear-coverts and 
sides of head ; whole upper plumage and exposed parts of wings 
and ‘tail indigo-blue ; concealed portions of wdng dark brown, the 
first few primaries edged paler and not blue; chin blackish, throat 
and breast indigo-blue, changing to blue-grey on the lower breast 
and flanks and to w^hite on the abdomen, under tail-coverts, 
axillaries and under wing-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel; bill black; legs and feet 
fieshy-white, pale horny-white or fleshy tinged with purple. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 to 160 mm. ; wing 73 
to 79 mm.; tail 56 to 60 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmen 
IS'O to 13*6 mm. 

Temale. Lores, forehead and point of chin white; a very 
indistinct supereilium and feathers under the eye pale grey; 
upper plumage rufescent olive-brown, moi*e grey on the head ; 
upper tail-coverts and exposed parts of tail chestnut; wings 
dark brown, all the feathers edged with fulvous-rufous; throat 
and breast orange-chestnut ; remainder of lower plumage white 
tinged with grey ou the flanks and next the breast. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male. 

The Nestling is dark brown above, the feathers boldly spotted 
with fulvous and narrowly margined with black ; below white, 
chestnut on the breast, squamated with dark brown and with 
large fulvous spots. 

Distribution. South-West India on the Western Ghats from 
Belgaum to the extreme South of Travancore. 

Nidification. First taken by Messrs. J. Davidson and T. E. 
Bell in Kanara, S. Bombay, the nests have since been taken in 
great numbers by Mr. J. Stewart in Travancore. He describes 
them as roughly made of moss and placed either on a ledge of 
rock or in a hole of a tree-stump a few feet from the ground. 
They are always built in damp forest at elevations between 1,000 
and 4,000 feet, most often under 2,000 feet. The usual breeding- 
season is March to April, but Mr. Stewart has taken nests from 
February to September. 

The number of eggs laid is nearly always three, and m 
appearance they are not unlike boldly marked eggs of the Common 
Spotted Flycatcher. The ground-colour is a pale yellow or 
reddish stone, sometimes distinctly green, and the . markings 
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consist of small blotches of rather bright reddish, numerous 
everywhere and generally forming a ring or cap at the larger end. 
They are nowhere so numerous as to make the eggs appear 
uiiiooloured as in the eggs of Cyornis rubeculoides, etc. 

Forty eggs average 20*2xl5'5 mm. : maxima 22*0x16*0 
and 20*9 x 16*6 mm. ; minima 19*4 X 15*0 and 20*1 x 14'6 mm. 

Habits. This Flycatcher keeps almost entirely to dense forest 
from the foot-hills up to some 6,000 feet. Its song is said to be 
sweet but melanchol}'^ and it sings very early in j;he morning and 
late in the evening. Mr. Stewart notes that this bird and Myto- 
jpTioneus horsfielclii may be heard singing, on the same stream, 
before other birds have started and again after all the others have 
ceased. 


(654) Cyornis pallipes hainana. 

Grant’s BiiITE Flyoatohee. 

8iphia hainana O.-Grant, Bull. B.O. C., x, p. 36 (1899) (Hainan). 

Vemacidar names. IsTone recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Similar to C, p. pallipes^ but with 
the upper parts a brighter blue and with the supercilium and 
forehead much more highly developed. 

Measurements. Wing 67 to 72 mm. ; tail 60 to 55 mm. ; 
tarsus about 16 mm. ; culmen 10*5 (Hainan) to 11*5 mm. 
(S. China). 

The female differs from the female of the preceding bird 
in being much darker and greyer above, in having the tail 
almost concolorous with the back, and in being a much paler 
weaker chestnut on the throat. One or two individuals have the 
lores and feathers round the eye tinged with rust. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male. 

Hestling. Like that of the preceding race. 

Distribution. Hainan, Annam, South China, Siam and Penin- 
sular Burma. 

Nidification and Habits. Practically nothing recorded. 


Cyornis unicolor. 


Key to Suhspeoies. 

A. Above light blue. 

a. Above and below brighter 

b. Above and below much darker 

B. Above olive-brown. 

c. Above paler and more fulvous olive- 

brown 

d. Above darker, more a rufescent olive- 

brown ; 


C. u. wiicolor, S 9 P- 230. 
C. u.' mfuscata, cT , 

[p. 231. 

C, tt. unicoh7'j 5 , p. 230. 

C u. infmcata. 2 , 

[p. 231. 
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(655) Cyornis unicolor unicolor. 

The Pale Blue Plyoatcblee. 

Cyornis unicolor Blyth, J. A. S.B., xii, p. 1007 (1843) (Darjeeling) ; 

Blanf. &; Oates, ii, p, 22. 

Veriiacnlar names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Porehead, front and sides of the 
crown, a narrow ring round the eye and lesser wiug-coverts 
ultramariue-blue ; whole upper plumage, exposed i)ortions of 
wings and tail light blue, deeper on the upper tail -coverts and 
edges of the tail-feathers ; lores black; lower plumage very pale 
dull blue, becoming greyish albescent on abdomen, flanks and 
under tail-coverts, the latter broadly edged with white ; axillaries 
and under wing-coverts fulvous-white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel ; bill black ; legs and feet 
dark purplish fleshy or fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 165 to 170 mm. ; wing 78 to 
85 mm. ; tail 68 to 76 mm. : tarsus about 17 to IS inm. ; cuhnen 
14 to 15 mm. 

Pemale. The whole upper plumage fulvous olive-brovin ; tail- 
feathers ferruginous and wing-quills brown edged with ferru- 
ginous ; lores and a ring round the eye pale fulvescent ; whole 
lower plumage pale earthy-brown, often tinged with ocliraceous on 
the sides of the head, chin and throat. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill horny-brown, darker on culmen and 
tip ; legs horny-brown. 

Measurements as in the male. 

Nestling. Above dark brown with bold black edges to eacli 
teather and large bright fulvous spots ; below fulvous-white witli 
darker fulvous mottlings and black squamations. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Sikkim to Eastern Assam, Chin 
HiUs. 

Kidiflcation. Two nests and eggs brought to Dr. H. N. Coltart 
and myself by Trans-Dikhu Nagas were taken in the first week 
of April and second week of June respectively, from the higher 
ranges of hills, probably w^ell above 5,000 feet, behind Margherita. 
The nests were bulky affairs of moss mixed with moss and fern- 
roots and lined with the latter and had, according to the Nagas, 
been wedged into holes, one in a tree-stump near water and 
one in a bank between stones. Six eggs vary from 21*5xl7'B 
to 23*1 X 17*1 mm. in length, whilst in breadth they vary between 
23*0 X 16*8 and 21*5 x 17*3 mm. In appearance they are like 
large eggs of Oyoiims jpalli^pes^ though in one clutch the markings 
are rather pale and small. 

Habits. This was a very common Flycatcher in the South 
Assam Hills, in summer being found from 3,000 feet upwards 
and in winter wandering down below 1000 ft. It has a magni- 
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^ceiit song, richer than that of any other Gyornis ; it sings 
early and late from March onwards. It keeps entirely to wet 
humid forest where the ground is much broken on the steeper hill- 
sides and where there is an ample growth of underwood always 
more or less green. We found it hawking insects both from high 
up in big trees and from low down in bushes and we noticed that 
it used regular perches for this purpose much less than most of 
the family. It is by no means shy but has a wild rapid flight. 

(656) Cyornis unicolor infuscata. 

Bltth's Pale Blue Plxcatoher. 

Musdcapa mfuseata Muller, Blyth, Ibis, 1870, p. 165 (Java). 

Vernacular names, l^one recorded. 

Description. Sex for sex like the last race, but very much 
darker both above and below. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird. 

Measurements. Wing 77 to 82 mm. 

Distribution. From Tenasserim and Siam throughout the 
Malay Peninsula, Java and ? Sumatra. 

Nidifi-cation and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

(657) Cyornis rubeculoides rubeculoides. 

The Blue-thboated Flycaxchee. 

JBhamimra ruheculoides Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 35 (Himalayas, 
Darjeeling). 

Cyornis rubeadoides, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 33. 

Vernacular names. Ghcvtki (Beng.) ; Mmvziljpho (Lepcha). 

Description. — Adult male. Forehead and a streak over the eye 
glistening azure-blue ; lores, feathers at the base of the bill, in 


Fig. 32. — Bill of Cm r. ruheculoides, 

front of and behind the eye black ; lesser wing-coverts bright 
blue ; whole upper plumage and exposed portions of wings and 
tail dark blue ; inner webs of lateral tail-feathers and concealed 
portions of wing-feathers brown; chin, throat, sides of neck 
and breast deep blue ; breast bright ferruginous, paler on flanks 
and lower breast and pure white on abdomen aud under tail- 
coverts; axillaries and under wing-coverts fulvous- white. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel ; bill black, flesh-coloured at 
the gape ; legs and feet pale fleshy to pale fleshy-brown. 

!Bfl[easurements. Total length about 145 nun. ; wing 65 to 75 mm., 
two birds from Siam and China have wings of 78 mm. ; tail 53 to 
60 mm, ; tarsus about 20 mm. ; culmen about 11*5 to 12*5 niin. 

Female. Lores and a ring round the eye pale fulvous ; upper 
plumage olive-brown tinged with rufous on the forehead and 
rump and more ashy on the posterior crown and nape ; wing and 
tail feathers brown edged with fernigmous ; chin and throat 
fulvous-ferruginous ; breast bright ferruginous, abdomen and 
vent white ; sides ot breast and flanks washed with olive-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel-brown; bill black, horny at 
the base ; legs and teet pale horny.-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 69 to 74 mm. ; tail 49 to 52 mm. ; tarsus 
about 19 mm. ; culmen about 11 to 12 mm. 

Young. Above brown streaked and spotted with fulvous and 
the wing-co verts broadly tipped with fulvous ; throat and breast 
fulvous squaniated with brown. The young male moults direct 
from the spotted into the blue plumage. 

Distribution. In Summer the Blue-throated Flycatcher is found 
throughout the Himalayas from Kashmir to Burma ; the hills of 
Burma South to Tenasserim. East it is found in Yunnan, 
Assam, Siam and Cochin China. In Winter it occurs throughout 
Eastern and North-Eastern India, Burma, etc. 

Kidiflcation. This Flycatcher breeds throughout the hill-por- 
tions of its habitat between 2,0U0 and 7,000 leet, but principiilly 
between 3,000 and 5,000 feet, in the months of April, May ami 
June. It makes a cup-shaped nest of moss and moss-roots, often 
with a few leaves or scraps of grass in the base, lined with flne 
roots. It is placed in any convenient hollow in bank, rock or 
tree but preferably in natural holes in old stumps which are well 
concealed by moss or creepers. The eggs vary from three to fi.ve. 
In ground-colour they are a pale clay, sometimes with a pink or 
greenish tinge but they are so covered with microscopic specks of 
reddish brown that they appear to be unicoloured clay-brown or 
olive-brown eggs. Forty eggs average 18*3x14-0 mm.: maxima 
19*4 X 16*1 mm. ; minima 17*5 x 14*3 and 18*4 x 13*6 mm. 

Habits. Like most other Flycatchers of the genus Cyornis this 
species is a bird of the forest throughout the breeding-season, 
but when migrating may be found in almost any kind of well- 
wooded country, cultivated or wild, and is very frequently found 
in open bamboo-jungle. Many individuals are undoubtedly 
resident all the year round between 2,000 and 5,000 feet, but 
others wander a great distance into the plains. They are cheerful 
lively little birds and will be found principally haunting the 
lower growths of bush and scrub, seldom mounting big trees to 
any height. They have a very sweet little song but are silent 
birds seldom uttering any note but a soft, deep cftw-r-r-r. 
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Cyornis banynmas. 

Cyomis banyiiTnas Von Martens, J. f. O., 1866 p. 11 (Java). 


Key to Svhs^eGiea. 

A. Whole lower surface rufous or strongly 

washed with rufous C,h. hanyumas. 

B. Breast and hanks rufous, abdomen and 

under tail-coverts white or almost white. 
a. Above a deeper blue; below, abdomen 

purer white C.h. cmruUft <m8, p. 233. 

h. Above a duller blue ; below, abdomen 

more strongly washed wdth rufous .... C,h, dialtUsmaj p. 233. 


f 

(658) Cyornis banyumas coerulifrons. 

The Southern Blue rLTCA.TOHBR. 

Cyornis maynirostris cce,mlifrons Stuart Baker, Buli. B. 0. 0., xxzix, 
p. 8 (1918) (Klong-bong-lai, South Siam). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Very like C. nibeculoides, but has 
only tlie front and sides of the chin black, instead of the whole 
chin and upper throat deep blue; the upper parts are also a 
duUer and darker blue with a more indigo shade in it. 

Colours of soft parts. Ins brown ; bill black ; legs and feet 
grey to neutral tint. The bill is pale at the base of the lower 
rnandible in winter. 

Measurements. Wing 68 to 73 mm. ; tail 54 mm. ; tarsus 
20 mm. ; culinen 12 mm. 

Female. Lores and ring round eye pale fulvous ; whole upper 
plumage fulvous olive-brown, rutescent on the upper tail-coverts ; 
wing-quills and rectrices brown edged with rufous : chin, thro.at, 
breast and flanks orange-chestnut; abdomen and under tail- 
coverts white suffused with rufous. It cannot be distinguished 
from many female specimens of O. ruhemloides but has possibly 
a stronger fulvous tinge. 

Distribution. North Malay Peninsula and Peninsular Burma 
and Siam. 

Nidiflcation. Not recorded. 

Habits. Apparently the same as those of Cyornis maynirosfris , 
from which this bird hardly differs except, in size and its small 
bill — both forms, however, occurring together over a considerable 
area. 


(G59) Cyornis banyumas dialilsema. 

Saltadoei’s Blue Flycatcher. 

Cyomts dialiUstmt Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Genova, xxvii, p. 387 
(1889) (Tabo, B^arenni). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. — ^Adnlt male. Differs from the Southern Blue 
[Flycatcher only in being a duller blue and in having the abdomen 
and under tail-coverts much more suffused with rufous. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the preceding 
bird. Wing 71 to 74 and one specimen 79 mm. 

Temale. Only differs from that of Cyoimis ruhecndoldeB in being 
darker below. 

Yonng. Above rufous-brown, with pale central streaks to the 
feathers of the back, head and scapulars ; the wing-coverts with 
fulvous spots and the breast bright orange-rufous mottled with 
brown. 

Distribution. Hills of Central Burma, Horth to Shan States 
and Tiuinan and the Ivachin Hills East of the Irrawaddy. It is 
quite impossible to distinguish between Gyortm wJdtei (Har- 
ington), Cyornis glaucicomans (Oberholser) and Cyomis dialilcema 
(Salvadori), the last of these names has priority. Gryldenstolpe 
says it is the most common form of Blue Elycatcher in Northern 
Siam. 

Nidification. Harington and Q-rant both found this bird 
breeding in the Bhamo Hills and Shan States. Nests obtained 
with eggs differed in no way from those of Cyornis tickelUcB and 
C. ruheculoides. Twenty eggs average IS* 6 x 14*2: maxima 
20*5 X 14*5 and 18*5x15*2 mm.; minima 16'9xl4*0 and 
17*4x13*6 inm. 

Habits. Those of the genus hue it seems to be more entirely a 
forest-bird, summer and winter, than most. The extent to which 
it is migratory is not at present known. 

Cyornis tickellise. 

Key to Subspecies, 


A. Abdomen and flanls decidedly washed with 

pale rufous and not conspicuously sepa- 
rated from rufous breast. 

a. Above both males and females paler C.t, tickellicej p. 334. 

5. Above darker C.i, meseea, p. 336. 

B. Abdomen sharply divided from rufous breast 

and very white ; above a richer blue than 

either of above C,t, sumatrensiSj p. 335. 


(660) Cyomis tickellia tickelli». 

Tiomll'*s Blub Eltoatoheb. 

Cyomis UckeUue Blyth, J. A.S.B., xii, p. 941 (1843) (Central 
India). 

Cymiis tiokellii, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 25. 

YenLacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — ^Adult male. Lores, feathers round the eye and 
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a narrow line next the bill black; forehead, superciJium and 
lesser wing-coverts glistening azure-blue ; whole upper surface 
blue, less deep than in C.Tubeciiloides^ point of chin black ; sides 
of head and neck deep blue-black ; throat and breast bright ferru- 
ginous fading into white on the abdomen, vent and under tail- 
coverts ; axillaries and under wing-coverts white or very pale buif. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill black or dark horny- 
brown, paler at the base ; legs and feet bluish brown, dusky bluish, 
or bluish grey. 

Measurements. Total length about 155 mm.; wing 72 to 
77 mm. ; tail 54 to 59 mm. ; tarsus 18 to 19 mm. ; culmen 11 to 
12 mm. 

Female. Similar to the male but duller and paler ; the 
supereilium very pale ; lores and round the eye grey and white ; 
whole chin very pale rufous and breast paler than in the male. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male. 

Measurements. Wing 69 to 72 mm. 

Young. Above brown with hold fulvous spots, below dull fulvous - 
white, the breast rusty with dark brown margins to the feathers. 

Distribution. Practically the whole of India, except Sind and 
the extreme N.W. Province ; Assam, Manipur, North and 
Central Burma as far South as Karenni where it meets the next 
race ; Yunnan, Shan States, Northern Siam and Annam. 

Nidihcation. Tiekells Blue Flycatcher breeds from all levels 
up to about 5,000 feet but invariably in hilly or broken country. 
The nest is always placed in a hole of some kind, in a tree, bank 
or wall, possibly in most cases in hollows in trees and is built of 
grass, roots, dried moss and leaves and lined with roots ; rather 
untidy and rather large for the bird. The eggs number three to 
five and are not distinguishable from those of Gyo't'nis rvheculoides^ 
but perhaps average a rather brighter brown. Eighty eggs average 
18*4x14*2 mm.: maxima 19*6x14*3 and 18*5 x 15*3 mm.; 
minima 16*8 x 13*6 and 18*3 x 13*4 mm. 

The breeding-season is April, May and June, but General 
Betham found them breeding at Poona as late as August and, on 
the other hand, in Monghyr, Behar and Burma they breed as 
early as February and March. 

Habits. This is a Flycatcher of small woods and &holas and of 
well-wooded cultivated country. It is an active lively little bird 
with a sweet but rather metallic little song which it utters far 
more freely than most of its relations. It is not shy and does not 
mind being watched. 

(661) Cyornis tiokelKse sumatrensis. 

SuAEPjra’s Blue Flyoatohbe. 

Siphia sumatremis Sharpe, Gat. B.M., iv, p, 451 (1879) (Sumatra 
in errore). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. Similar to (7. t, tkhelUcB but a much richer blue 
above and with the white abdomen contrasting more strongly with 
the rufous breast. 

Colours of soft parts as in (7. <. tichellke. 

Measurements, ^ing 67 to 73 mm. 

Female. Similar to that of TickelPs Blue Flycatchei- but whiter 
below ; individuals vary greatly in the colour of the upper parts 
but newly moulted birds in full plumage are a deeper brighter 
blue than any specimens of Tickell’s Flycatcher. 

Distribution. Malay Peninsula and hills of Southern and 
Central Burma to Thounghoo and Karenni ; South Siam, A imam 

Nidification and Habits differ in no way from those of 
Tickelfs Blue Flycatcher. It is a resident bird wherever found 
and breeds from the level ot the plains to some 4,000 or 5,000 
feet. In winter it wanders about a good deal in the open and is 
therefore more conspicuous but it is nowhere more than locally 
migratory. 


(662) Cyomis tickellise meseea. 

Obbeholsbu’s Blttb Flyoatchbe. 

Cyomis tiolteMitB mes^sa Oberholser, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, 
xxxiii, p. 86 (1920) (Ceylon). 

Vernacular names. Is one recorded. 

Description. Differs from the Indian form in being decidedly 
darker abo\e both in the male and female. It is not, however, as 
dark or richly coloured as C\ t. minatrensis aud not nearly so white 
below. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the other forms. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Hidifilcatiou. Very little known, but Legge obtained young in 
nestling-plumage in June and the middle of July, so presumably 
• they lay in May and early June. They breed up to at least 4,000 
feet and possibly higher than this, as I have had specimens 
procured at KTewara Eliya in June. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

(663) Cyomis magnirostris. 

Thb LAuaB-BiLusn Blub Flyoatchee. 

Cyornu maymrostHs Blyth, J. A. S. B., xviii, p. 814 (1849) (Dar- 
jiling) ; Blanf & Oates, ii, p. 26. 

Vernacular names. JDaogatang (Cachari). 

Description. — Adult male. Differs from Cyomis mhemloides in 
having the whole chin and throat chestnut. The blue of the 
upper parts is deeper but the chestnut below is paler and extends 
on to the lower breast and flanks. 
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Coloiirs of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown ; bill black ; legs 
and feet very pale fleshy -white to light horny-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 76 to 83 mm. ; tail 55 to 61 mm. ; tarsus 
18‘5 to 19*0 mm.; culmen 15 mm. 

female. Like that of C* ruheculoides but paler below. 

Colours of soft parts like the male. 

Measurements as in the male. 

nestling. Above brown, each feather with a pale fulvous centre 
and dark margin ; tail rufous as in the adult female ; below earthy- 
fulvous, the breast mottled with fulvous and brown. The males 
moult direct from the spotted plumage into the blue of the adult. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, the whole of Assam, North and 
South of the Bralimaputra. 

Nidiflcation. Very similar to that of Cyornis rvhmxLoides but 
the nest is generally placed in a hole in a bank or rock and is 
larger and more untidy than it is in that species. The eggs, three 
to five in number, are rather larger, decidedly darker and duller 
and more definitely spotted. Fortv eggs average 19-1 x 14*6 mm. : 
maxima 20*4 x 14*6 and 20*1 x 15*2 mm. ; minima 17*1 x 14'1 and 
18’0xl3*5 mm. The breeding-season is May, June and July and 
they breed from 3,000 to about 7,000 feet. 

Habits. Those of the genus hut this is essentially a bird of 
evergreen, humid forests. 

Genus NITIDXJLA. 

Nitidula Jerd. & Blyth, P. Z. S., 1861, p. 201. 

Type, Nitidula hodgso\d. 

The genus JSfitidula consists of a single species, a very small 
Blue Flycatcher distinguishable at once by its narrow slender bill 
with well-developed hairs over the nostril. 


(664) Nitidula hodgsoni. 

The Pigmy Blite Flyoatohee. 

Nemura kodgsoni Moore, P. Z. S., 1864, p, 76 (Nepal). 

Nitidula hodgsoni, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 27. 

Vemacnlar names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Forehead, lores and sides of head 
black, tinged with blue in certain lights ; whole upper plumage 
bright dark blue, brightest and more ultramarine on crown ; 
wings and tail black edged with deep blue ; whole lower plumage 
pale orange-yellow, almost white on the centre of the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris black or deep brown ; bill horny- 
brown, paler and more yellow at the base and on lower mandible ; 
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all black in breeding-season; legs pale reddish brown; “pinkish 
plumbeous horn}^ ” {Stevens). 

Measurements. Total length about 105 mm. ; wing 45 to 
50 mm. ; tail 30 to 35 mm. ; tarsus about 13 mm. ; culmen about 
6 mm. 

Female. Whole upper plumage olive-brown, more rufous on the 
lower back, rump and upper taii-coverts ; tail and w ing-feathers 
brown edged with rufous- brown ; lores and cheeks fulvous-yellow 
mottled with brown ; whole lower plumage pale saffron-yellow, 
albescent on centre of abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male but bill never black. 

Measurements. Wing 43 to 46 mm. 

Distribution. Sikkim, Bhutan and the hills of Assam, North 
and South of the Brahmaputra between 3,000 feet and the highest 
peaks of 9,000 feet or over. 

Nidification. Unknown. 



Fig. 33. — Bill of N. Iiocigsoni. 

Habits. The few birds seen by me in North Oachar were 
always in deep forest, though preferably on the edge of some 
glade or open forest-stream. On each occasion three or four were 
seen together feeding on the bushes and lower trees and taking 
insects off tlie leaves and twigs just as often as in the air. They 
were very silent except for a sharp, sibilant, little tsip^ uttered 
when the companions got separated. When catching ^insects on 
the wing in the flickering shade and sunlight they looked more 
like brilliant butterflies than birds. They are resident birds but 
move vertically with the seasons and Stevens records them as 
descending to the foot-hills in winter in North Lakhimpur. 


Genus STOPAROLA. 

Stoparola Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 126 (1846). 

Type, Stojparola melanopSn 

The genus Stoparola differs from Cyomis in having a shorter, 
very depressed bill which, viewed from above, fonns an equilateral 
triangle. Both sexes have a certain amount of blue-green dmost 
throughout their plumage but at the same time the sexes vary 
considerably in colour. 

One of the three species found in the Indian Empire has a very 
widely extended range, the other two are confined to comparatively 
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small areas. S, sordida and S, alhicaudata are good species in 
no way linked with S. melanojps. 

Key to Species. 

A. With no white to the base of the tail. 
a. Under tail-coverts blue or green with 


broad white edges S. melanops, p. 239. 

h. Under tail-coverts white or almost so . . 8. sordida, p. 241. 

B. Base of tail white 8 . aUbicavdata, p. 242. 


Stoparola melanops. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. No black spot on chin ; line of black 

across forehead very narrow or 

obsolete 8. ni. melanops, p. 239. 

B. A black spot at point of chin ; black 

line on forehead better defined 8. m. tTicdassoides, p. 241. 


(665) Stoparola melanops melanops. 

The TsEDirm I'IiToatchbb. 

Muscicapa melanops Vigors, P. Z. S., 1881, p. 171 (B[imalaya 3 , now 
restricted to Sikkim) . 

8toparola melanops, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 28. 

Vernacular names. Nil-JcauJcatia (Beng.) ; Sihyell-pho (Lepcha) ; 
Dao-tisTia lili gadeha (Cachari). 


Pig. 34. — Bill of 8. m, melanops. 

Description. — Adult male. Lores to base of bill black, produced 
back under the eye ; whole plumage verditer-blue, palest and 
brightest on forehead, sides of head, chin, throat, breast and 
upper tail-coverfcs ; concealed portions of wing-feathers and edge 
of lateral tail-feathers brown, visible portions bright green-blue, 
still brighter and more blue on the outer edges ; under tail-coverts 
edged with white. " 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel-brown ; bill black, the corner 
of gape and mouth flesh-colour ; legs, feet and claws black. 

ileasurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 79 to 
89 mm.; tail 60 to 74 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm. ; culmen about 
11 mm. 
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Pemale. Generally similar to the male but niueli duller and 
greyer in tint; lores dull brown; cbm and sides oi* throat 
mottled with brown and white. 

Young birds are a grey -brown, more or less tinged with 
green; spotted above with small and below^ with large fulvous 
spots, the edges of the feathers being darker ; on the head and 
nape the spots are often almost white. 

Distribution. Tbe whole Empire North of the Nilgiris and 
Travancore except ISind, the Andamans and Nicobars. In Burma 
it extends as far South as Tenasserim where it is replaced by 
the next race, birds from tlie extreme South of Burma being 
intermediate in size and in the extent of black on the forehead, 
lores and chin. 

Nidiflcation. The Verditer Flycatcher breeds throughout the 
Himalayas above 4,000 feet, Assam, the Burmese Hills, Yunnan, 
Shan States, Siam, Annam and Western China. It may also 
sometimes breed in the Hills of Southern India as Mr. Kinlock 
reports it as being extremely common in the Neliampathy Hills 
until March at comparatively low heights. It nests in April, 
May and early June, often having second broods in June and 
early July. The nest is cup-shaped, made principally of living 
green moss but sometimes mixed with tiny roots, scraps of bracken 
or grass, lichen, etc., the lining being always of the finest moss and 
fern-roots. It is most often placed among boulders on a mossy 
bank, in a crevice or niche in or between the stones or rocks, 
but it may also be built in boles in trees, w^alls or banks. The 
eggs number four almost invariably, very seldom three or five. 
In ground-colour they vai\y from almost pure white to a pale 
pink, generally profusely but minutely freckled or stippled with a 
darker shade ot the same, a more pronounced ring circling the 
larger end. Two hundred eggs average 19v3xl4'6 mm. and tlje 
extremes are : maxima 22*0 x 15*2 and 20*3 x 16*0 mm. ; minima 
17*0 x 14*0 and 19*0 x 13*8 mm. 

Habits. In Summer this Flycatcher is found between 4,000 and 
8,000 feet wandering up to 9,000 feet in the Himalayas and 
higher still in the Burmese and Chinese Hills. In winter it 
descends to the plains and spreads all over North and Central 
India, though it. keeps more to the hilly and broken portions. It 
is veiy sociable and in the Khasia Hills I have often seen several 
pairs hunting quite amicably together for insects on some 
flowering shrub in my garden. It searches the leaves and twigs 
for insects in a very Tit-like manner in addition to the usual 
Flycatcher sallies after those on the wing. It has a very sweet 
song uttered in tbe mornings and evenings and, as it is very 
confiding and tame, will often sing within a few feet of the 
watcher- It keeps much to cultivaied country, thin forests and 
pine-woods and is seldom found far inside dense evergreen 
forest. 
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(666) St(^arola melanops thalassoides. 

The Malax Yebditee I'ltoatcheb. 

Glaucomyias thalassoides Cab., Mus. Hein., i, p. 53 (1850) (Sumatra) 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Similar to S. m. melanops but 
having the black lores extending in a line across forehead and 
also to the angle of the chin. On the whole, it is perhaps a 
rather deeper-coloured bird. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. A smaller bird than S.m, melanops i wing 73 to 
78 mni.; tail 62 to 64 mm. ; tarsus about 17 mm. ; culmen about 
11 mm. 

The female and young are inseparable from those of the 
Common Verditer Ply catcher except in size. 

Distribution. Peninsular Siam and Burma, the Malay Peninsula, 
Sumatra and Borneo. 

Nidlhcation. Similar to that of the preceding bird. 

Habits. Like the Indian Verditer Plycatcher it is found in the 
hills in Summer, descending to the plains in Winter but it seems 
to be a much less comm on bird and to keep to heavier forest. 
It is, however, sometimes seen in gardens and the open country 
round villages. 


(667) Stoparola sordida. 

The Buskx Blue Plxcatchee. 

Glaiicomyias sordida Wald., A. M. N. H., (4) v, p. 218 (1870) 
(Ceylon). 

Stoparola sordida, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 29. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Lores, line across the forehead and 
point of chin black ; forehead, short supercilium and chin bright 
cobalt-blue ; general plumage ashy-grey tinged with blue, darker 
and more blue on the head; vent almost white and abdomen 
pale ; under tail-co verts almost or quite v bite ; wings and tail 
brown, the wnng-coverts broadly and quills very narrowly edged 
with blue. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel-brown to reddish brown ; legs 
and feet dark plumbeous, the latter sometimes blackish and 
darker than the tarsus. 

Measurements. Wing 73 to 78 mm. ; tail 57 to 61 mm. ; tarsus 
about 19'0 inra. ; culmen about 11 inm. 

Female. Duller and with less blue on forehead, chin and head- 

Foung. Brown above, boldly spotted with fulvous and with 
dark edges to each feather ; below fulvous, paler and whitish on 

TOL. II. E 
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the centre of the abdomen, each feablier edged and tipped dark 
brown. 

Distribution. Oeylon only above 2,000 feet;. 

Nidifiication. The Dasky Blue Flycatcher breeds in the moim- 
iains and lower hills of Ceylon in February, March and April. 
The nest is like that of the Verditer Flycatcher and the eggs are 
quite indistinguishable from those of that bird but only two or 
three are laid. They average about 20*1 x 14*4 mm., and a small 
series vary in length between 20*0x14*2 and 21*0x15*0 mm. 
and in breadth between 20*3 x 14*1 and 21*0 x 15*0 mm. 

Habits. The Dusky Blue Flvcatcher breeds only above 2,000 
feet and seems seldom to wander much below this even in non- 
breeding months. Like the Verditer Flycatcher it often 
associates in small flocks and has a similar sweet little song and 
the same soft low call-note sounding like chip chip. It is said to 
.be very bold in the presence of man and to prefer the vicinity of 
.villages and open country to deep forest. 

(668) Stoparola albicaudata. 

The Nilgiki Blxjm Flyoatcheb. 

Mnacioapa albicaudata Jerd., Madr. J. L. S., xi, p. 16 (1840) 
(Nilgiris). 

Stoparola albicaudata. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 30. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Whole plumage indigo-blue, the 
forehead, a short supercilium, chin and edge of shoulder of wing 
bright blue, the blue extending to the fore crown and blending 
into the dull colour of the nape ; concealed portions of the wing- 
feathers dark brown; median tail-feathers like the back, lateral 
tail-feathers dark brown edged with indigo-blue and white at the 
extreme base ; abdomen paler and tail-coverts edged with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown: bill, lees and feet 
black. 

Measurements. Wing 71 to 82 mm. ; tail 60 to 65 mm. ; tarsus 
about 19 mm. ; culrnen about 11 mm. 

Female. Dull grey-brown ; the upper tail-coverts blue ; whole 
lower parts paler grey-brown washed with green-blue ; tail and 
wings brown, the former with white bases to all but the median 
pair. 

Measurements. In this species, unlike the others, the female 
seems to be rather smaller than the male: wing only 72 to 
77 mm. 

Young. Above dark brown with bold fulvous spots and dark 
edges to each feather; below pale grey-brown with broad pale 
fulvous spots and dark edges, the spots and edgings most definite 
on throat and breast 
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Distribution. The hills of Southern India from 2,000 feet 
upwards. Mr. J. Stewart found it common in Travancore in 
suitable places and I have records of its occurrence in the 
"Wynaad, Palghat and Southern Malabar. 

Nidiflcation. Breeds in March, April and May at all elevations 
from 2,500 feet upwards but more frequently above 4,000 feet 
than below this height. The nest is cup-shaped, made of moss 
and moss-roots, lined with the latter. A^ery rarely (C^. Witliams) 
there are a few feathers in the lining. Most nests are placed 
in holes in banks but others are placed in holes in walls, 
rotten trees or under bridges and culverts. The eggs number » 
three, sometimes two only, and are like those of the other species of 
Stojparola, Sixty eggs average 19-9 x 14*8 mm. ; the extremes 
are : maxima 22*0 x 15*5 and 20*5 x 16*0 mm. ; minima 18*4 x 15*0 
and 18*8 X 14*0 mm. 

Habits similar to those of other species of this genus. This 
species does not appear to visit the plains in the winter. 

Genus ANTHIPES. 

Anihipes Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 122 (1847). 

Type, AntMpes monileger. 

The genus Anihipes contains two Indian species of Ply catcher 
so different in habits and nidification that many naturalists 
might consider these, combined with a certain amount of 
differentiation in colour-characters, sufficient to split them into 
two genera. 

In this genus the sexes are alike, the plumage brown or rufous 
but relieved in the monileger groui> by a bold white patch on the 
throat. The bill is flat but longer than wide at the base; the 
lower mandible is dark; the rictal bristles are long but few in 
number ; the first primary is large and the tail square and rather 
• shorter than the wing. 


Keg to Species, 

A. Chiu and throat white, contrasting with the 

surrounding parts t A. monileger, p. 243. 

B. Chin and throat buff or bufiy-white, not 

contrasting with, but blending into, the 

surrounding parts A. olivacem, p. 246. 

Anthipes monileger. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. White of chin and throat surrounded 

bv a black line. 

a. Porehead and eyebrow fulvous A. ?n, monileg&r, p. 244. 

h. Forehead and eyebrow golden rufous. A, m, leucopi, p. 246. 

B. White of chin and throat not surrounded 

by a black line A,m, mhmomleger, p. 246. 
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(6G9) Anthipes monileger monileger. 

Hodgson’s Wuite-gokgktjgd 1'ja'Catchek. 

Dimorjiha momleger IlodfiS., P. Z. S., 1845, p* -G C8ik]viin). 

Anihiiies moniliyer, lUanf. & Oates, ii, p. 

Vernacular names. PlmU-Uujrcth-pho (Lei)olKi). 

Description. Short broad supercilia iiln*.osl, meeting on the 
forehead, bright fulvous ; crown to rump olive-brown, tinged 
with rufous on the latter; upper tail-coverts and tail dull 
ferruginous; wings brown, all the feathers except, the primary 
coverts edged with rufous; sides of head olive-brown; lores, 
ear-coverts aud under the eye grey-brown ; chin and throat whites 
surrounded with black, low’cr plumage fulvous-olive, albescent on 
the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill dark horny-brown, 
paler at base but all black in breeding-season; legs and feet 
•fleshy-white. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 mm. ; wing 60 to 
65 mm. ; tail 45 to 50 mm, ; tarsus about 23 mm. ; culmen about 
10 mm. 



Fig. 35. — ^Bill of A, m. mcniileger. 

Nestling olive-brown, with an ill-defined white throat aud 
with fulvous streaks on the upper plumage and fulvous edges 
to the wing-feathers. 

Distribution, Sikkim aud hills of Northern Assam. 

Nidification. Two nests of this species w’ere taken by Mandelli 
at Lebong at an elevation of 5,800 feet in May and Juno. Tlie 
nests were made of grass mixed with dried moss and in one case 
coated with skeleton -leaves. They were cup-shaped and placed in 
depressions in a bank amongst grass. Eggs taken by Mandelli 
on the 3rd April have the ground-colour almost pure white and 
they are speckled with brownish red, principally in a scone about 
the larger end and less profusely over the rest of tlie surface. 
In shape they are broad ovals and thev measure about 18-8 x 
13-7 mm. 

Habits. Hodgson’s White-gorgeted Flycatcher appears to be 
resident between 4,500 and 8,000 feet, descending to 3,000 or 
even 2,000 feet in the Winter. It frequents light forest intersected 
with open grass and bracken-covered patches and does not as 
a rule enter very deep forest. 
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(670) Anthipes monileger submonileger. 

Hume’s White-goegetbe Exyoatchee. 

Anthipes submonihaer Hume, S. P., v., p. lOo (1877) (Muleyet Mt.) ; 

Blanf. & Oatea, ii, p. 33. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the preceding bird, but paler both above 
and below and either entirely wanting the black round the white 
throat or having this less strongly marked. The forehead, lores 
and sliort supereilia are rich golden-rufous. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in A. m, monileger 
but the bill larger and longer, 11 to 12 mm. 

Distribution. Peninsular Burma and Siam. A fine series 
collected by Mr. E. G-. Herbert in Southern Siam have the rufous 
of the head very rich, somewhat approaching A. m. malayana of 
the 8. Malay Peninsula in this respect. 

Nidification. Not recorded. 

Habits. Hume’s White-gorgeted Ply catcher is found from the 
level of the plains up to some 4,000 feet and is not migratory. 
Apparently it is found most often in light open forest but at 
other times in the deepest and most humid forests. 


(671) Anthipes monileger leucops. 

Sharpe’s White-gokgeted Pltoatchbr. 

Dige/hiea leucops Sharpe, P. Z. S., 1888, p. 246 (Shillong), 

Anthipes leucops. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 33. 

Vernacular names, Inrepliatld (Kacha Naga). 

Description. Differs from A. w. monileger in having the 
forehead and eyebrow white, the lores mixed white and brown 
and the sides of the head more grey. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris very dark brown ; bill black ; legs 
and feet fleshy- white, the claws paler still. 

Measurements. As in A. m. monileger •, culmen 11 to 12 mm. 

The Young bird is dark brown on the upper plumage streaked 
with fulvous ; below dull fulvous, the breast mottled with dark 
brown. 

Distribution. Mountains of Assam South of the Brahmaputra, 
Manipur, Lushai, Oliiu Hills and hills of Central Burma to 
Karenni. 

Hidification. This little Plycatcher breeds in the hills south 
of Assam from the end of April to early June, most eggs being 
laid during the first fortnight of May. The nests are globular, 
roughly put togetlier affairs of grass, bamboo-leaves and a few 
other dead leaves, thickly lined with the finest grass-stems. 
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Outwardly the nests average about by 5 indies and inwardly 
about by 2^ inches. Most nests are placed actually on the 
ground on a bank, among grass or scrub, but occasionally they are 
placed in bushes two or three feet above it. In Ihese hitter cases, 
however, the scrub is alvva3'’s very dense and the nest well hidden. 
The eggs number three or four, rarel}'' live, and are (pule unlike 
those of any closely allied genera. The ground-colour varies 
from pure white to pale pink, and they are sparstily speckled 
eveiywhere and rather more numerously'- at the larger end with 
pinkish red and reddish brov( n. In shape they are broiid-ovals 
and the texture is fine and close, though they have little gloss. 
Twenty eggs average 18*0 X 13*0 mm. and the extremes are 
19-7X14-0, 19*1x14:1, 17*2x13*9 and 17*3x13*2 mm. 

The birds breed between 3,000 and 6,000 feet. 

Habits. This is nowhere a veiw common bird and is so shy 
and retiring in its habits that one sees little of it. Jt is found 
quite as often in light as in the heavier evergreen forest but it 
is partial to thick scrub or grass undergrowth and feeds close to 
the ground. Its usual perch is one some two to three feet high 
from which it makes little sallies after insects, usually capturing 
these in the air but occasionally taking them on tlie ground. 
During the breeding-season it has a weak but pleasant little song 
and at the commencement of that season it is rather more 
conspicuous than usual from its courting antics, flying into the 
air and then sailing down to its perch with its feathers all fluffed 
out, its head thrown back and its pure white throat with its black 
border visible from a considerable distance. It has a habit, 
like Siphia, of spreading and jerking its tail up and down when 
perched. It is not migratory, though it may move vertically to 
some extent with the seasons. 


Anthipes olivaceus. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. General colour of lower plumage white, more 

or less tinged with buff on breast andflanka. A. o. olivacem, p. 246. 

B. General colour of lower plumage orange- 

buff A. o. poliogmys^ p. 247. 

(672) Anthipes olivaceus olivaceus. 

Hume’s IfLTOATOHEii. 

Cyomis olivacea Hume, S. F., v, p. 333 (1877) (extreme S. of 
Tenasserim). 

Anthipes olivaceus. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 34. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage greyish bro-wn, tinged with 
fulvous on the back and rump ; lores ^ and sides of the head 
ashy-grey, the shafts of rhe ear-coverts paler ; tail reddish brown 
tinged with ferruginous; \\ing-coverts and quills brown edged 
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with rufescent olive -brown ; lower plumage whitish, the breast 
and flanks suffused wdth grey and ochraceous in varying degree. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill black in summer, dark 
homy -brown in winter in the male ; always brown, paler at the 
base, in the female ; legs and feet fleshy-white. 

measurements. Total length about 140 to 145 mm. ; wing 
08 to 75mm. ; tail 53 to ‘60 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmen 
about 13 mm. 

Distribution. Peninsular Burma and Siam and Malay Peninsula. 

Nidification. Not recorded. 

Habits. Like the better-known Brooks^ Flycatcher, this bird is 
a frequenter of the outskirts or open glades of dense forests, 
feeding much from perches high up in trees and never descending 
to the ground, though sometimes working through scrub and brush- 
wood. It is found from the level of the plains up to some 4,000 
or 5,000 feet and wherever found is resident. 


(673) Anthipes olivaceus poliogenys. 

BaooEia’ Flycatcher. 

Cpot'nis ^yoliagenys Brooks, S. F., viii, p. 469 (1879) (Salbari, Sikkim 
Terai). 

Anthiye^ X^oliogenyB, Blauf. <fe Oates, ii, p 33. 

Vernacular names. Dao^irntti (Cachari). 

Description. Above similar to Hume’s Flycatcher, but generally 
rather darker ; below orange-buff, paler and albescent on the chin 
and pale buff on the centre of the abdomen, vent and under tail- 
coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. As in Hume’s Flycatcher. 

Measurements. AVing 69 to 77 mm. ; culmen 11-5 to 12-5 mm. 

Young. Dark brown striated with pale fulvous above, below 
deep, dull fulvous, the feathers margined with dark brown. 

Distribution. Sikkim Terai and Bhutan Dooars through the 
lower hills of bol-h North and South Assam, Manipur, Lushai^ 
Chin Hills as far East as Irrawaddy. 

Nidifi.cation. This Flycatcher breeds freely throughout the 
hills of Assam from the foot-hills of a thousand feet or so up to 
some 5,600 feet, during the months of April, May and June. 
The nest is cup-shaped and is made of moss, often mixed with 
grass and leaves, sometimes with no real lining but the moss itself ^ 
at others witli quite a well-made lining of roots. It is placed 
either on a bank in a hollow or between boulders, or in a hollow 
of a stump or dead tree, but is always well concealed. The eggs 
vary from three to five in number and bear no resemblance to 
those of Brooks’ Flycatcher, but are typical Cyomis eggs in 
appearance. The ground-colour is pale sea-green, pale buff or 
stone-colour, and the markings consist of tiny but profuse freckles 
of reddish brown which sometimes cover practically the whole 
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surface, whilst at other times tiiey are somewhat less iiiinierous at 
the smaller end, though tliey never form rings and very seldom 
caps. The average of 40 eggs is J8*r)xl4*(> mm.: maxima 
20*4 X ] 5*3 and 19*3 x 16*0 mm. ; minima 16'8 X 13*4 mm. 

Hahits. This Flycatcher is resident from t lie foot-hills and plains 
111 their immediate vicinity to about 3,000 loct and less often up 
to some 2,000 feet higher. They keep much to forest, m the breeding- 
season, though t.hey prefer the more o^Jon parts of tliose, feeding 
from some height up in trees and also visiting scrub and 
lower bushes when there is anything special to tempt them. In 
the Winter tliev frequent more open country and will ovon enter 
compounds or scrub in the vicinity of villages. The song is sweet, 
though rather weak and broken. 

Genus ALSEONAX. 

AUeonax Cabanis, Mas. Hein., Th. i, p. 52 (1850). 

Type, A, adusta (Boie). South Africa. 

The genus Alseonax is veiy closely allied to Ant7upes^ but has a 
very small tir&t primary. The sexes are alike and both are dull- 
coloured rufous or brown birds. 

OberhoLser, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus., xxviii, p. 910, 1905, divides 
Aheomx into two genera, placing laiirostris in a genus which he 
calls Arizehmyia, in so small a genus the division seems to be 
unnecessary and I retain all our Indian birds under Aheonax. 

Some of the Indian species are migratory and one (latirostris) 
resident or only locally migratory. 

Key to Species. 

A. Whole upper plumage, including upper tail- 

coverts, ashy-brown A. latirostris, p. 248. 

B. Upper plumage olive-brown, the upper tail- 

coverts cbestnut-hrown A. rafieaudas, p. 250. 

C. Upper plumage ruddy-brown, upper tail- 

coverts ferruginous; tail brown, suffused 
with rufous on the outer edges of the tail- 
feathers only A, miiitui, p. 251. 


Alseonax latirostris. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Brown ; ashy tinge very slight A.l. latirostris, p. 248. 

B. Ashy-grey, the grey tinge very pronounced. A. L poonenm, p. 249. 

(674) Alseonax latirostris latirostris. 

Thb SOMAa’aAN Beo'wn Biyoatchee. 

Musctcapa latirostris Baffl , Trans. L. S., xiii, p. 312 (1821) (Sumatra). 
Alseonax latirostris. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 35. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. Above brown, in some cases with a slightly ashy- 
tinge ; feathers of crown centred darker ; tail, wing-qiiills and 
greater coverts dark brown edged with rufescent or rufescent- 
white ; lores and a ring round the eye dull white ; sides of the head 
brown ; lower plumage dull white ; the breast, throat and flanks 
streaked and mottled with ashy-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill black, the base paler, 
more conspicuously so in winter, mouth orange ; legs and feet 
black. 

Measurements. Length about 1?30 mm.; wing 65 to 70 mm.; 
tail 47 to 52 mm. ; tarsus about 15 mm. ; cnlmen about 11 mm. 

Young. Crown dark brown streaked with fulvous ; upper 
plumage and wing-feathers with bold fulvous spots ; lower 
plumage more distinctly mottled with dark brown. The bill is 
yellowish horny. 



Fig. 36. — Bill of A. I, latirosti'is. 

Distribution. Borneo, Sumatra, the Malay Peninsula, Burma, 
Siam and Annam. Probably also extending intro Yunnan and 
Western China, but not Assam, where the birds are all of the next 
form. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded, but they probably 
do not differ from those of the next and better-knowm race. 

(675) Alseonax latirostris poonensis. 

Tub Indian Brown Flycatcher. 

Muscicapa poonensis Sykes, P. Z. S., 1832, p. 85 (Poona). 

Aheonax latirosttis. Blanf. ^ Oates, ii, p. 35 (part.). 

Vernacular names. ZaTchi (Hindi). 

Description. Similar to the preceding bird but very much more 
grey both above and below. This is the “ashy-grey” bird as 
described by Oates. 

Colours of soft parts as in A, Z. latirosU'is. 

Measurements. Wing 69 to §0 mm. (Japan to Himalayas), 
66 to 72 mm. (birds from the plains of India). 

‘ Distribution. Breeding from Japan to Lake Baikal and through- 
out the sub-Himahiyas and Himalayas and also in the plains of the 
Central Provinces, United Provinces and the Western (xhats to 
South Travancore and probably in Ceylon, where it has been 
recorded in June. 
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Nidification. This bird is probably rt^sideiii and bri'(‘d^, w hero- 
evex* tound, from Japan, NorUierii China, llio Himalayas to tin* 
plains of India. Mests weie taken in Dagshai by Capt. R. A. 
yiunnei’, m Kanara b}" Mr. .1. Davidson, in jMIiom and the 
adjacent Ghata by Air. Ji. fcJliolley, Air. K K. Kemp, (Jenl. Ji. 
Betbam and others. The nest is ar.ither large compact cup made 
of moss and lichen and lined with roots, fibres ami feathers. 3t 
is generally placed on a horizontal bougli at its junction with the 
trunk bet, also, often well away from the latter. The height 
selected mav be anything from li\e to thirty I’ect from the ground. 

The breeding-season everywhere seems to bo AJay and June. 

The eggs are like small Ct/omis eggs; the groiiud-colonr is a 
pale stone, sometimes tinged with red, sometimes with green and 
the markings consist of the finest treckles of reddish, generally 
covering practically the whole surface of the egg, at other times 
leaving part of the smaller end visible. T'ii'ty eggs average 
17*0xiy‘2 mm.: maxima 19*2 X 14-0 mm.; minima 15-0xlii’4 
and 16*2x12*3 mm. 

Habits. This Flycatcher is a bii’d of the more secluded well- 
wooded country, especially where it is broken and rugged and is 
apparently not found in the more open lend country. It is a very 
quiet little bird, singing an insignificant little .song and more often 
uttering a soft vibrant cJiurr. It feeds entirely on the wing and 
does not venture on to the gi’ound to capture its insect-food. 
According io ycully, it is a sociable bird in winter, consorting w itli, 
but also Jigbling with, others of its kind. 


(676) Alseonax ruflcaudus. 

The BiTTFOirS-TAILED Flxoatoiibii. 

MtAScicapa rvficauda Swains,, Nat. Lib., x, p. 251 (1828) (India, 
restricted to Kashmir). 

Alseona.v rujimudus. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 36. 

Vernacnlar names. N’one recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage, sides of neck and wing- 
coverts dull olive-brow'n ; greater coverts, primary coverts and 
wine-quills dark brown edged with riifescent olive-yellow^ ; tail- 
coverts and tail cliestnut, browner at the end ; lores and a ring 
round the eye white; ear-coverts ashy-brown with pale shaft- 
stripes ; below pale ashy-brovrn ; almost w^hite on vent, centre of 
abdomen and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark browm ; upper mandible pale 
brown, lower mandible fleshy ; legs and feet purplish brown. 

ICeasuremeuts. Total length about 130 mm. ; wing 72 to 
81 mm. ; tail 68 to 64 mm. ; tarsus about 15 mm. ; culmen 11 to 
12 mm. 

Young. Brown above spotted with fulvous, more streaky on the 
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head ; below pale ashy-brown mottled with dark brown. The 
feathers of the back hare dark margins. 

Distribution. IN'.W. Himalayas from Baluchistan, Afghanistan 
and Gilgit to the Simla Hills and Gurhwal. In Winter it wanders 
far and is found all over North-West and Western India to 
Travancore. To the East it has been recorded from Haipur, and 
I twice obtained specimens of this species, both males, in the 
North Oachar Hills. 

Nidification. The Hufous-tailed Elycatcher breeds very com- 
monly between 7.000 and 10,000 ft. in Kashmir during tlie end of 
May and June, making a compact, well-built, cup-shaped nest of 
moss and lichen, lined with hair or feathers, or with both, placed on 
a branch of a pine or otlier tree some five to fifteen feet from the 
ground. Tlie eggs number three or four and in colour are a very 
pale sea-green or olive-green profusely freckled all over with 
reddish ; many eggs appear to be a uniform reddish olive or olive- 
green but in some the freckles form a cap at the larger end. 
•Forty eggs average 17*2xl2'8 mm.: maxima 19'lxl3*5 and 
18*0 X 13’6 mm. ; minima 15*6 x 12*9 and 15*7 X 12*1 ram. 

Habits. This is a shy retiring Elycatcher, keeping almost 
entirely to forested country. It seems to have no song worthy of 
the name, its principal note being a call-note of a single syllable 
followed by a low vibratory sound. It is very restless and active 
and keeps rather high up in the trees when feeding, making irs 
sallies from a branch at some height and seldom, if ever, descending 
to the ground. According to Mr. Osmaston, it has«. Chat-like 
habit ot flicking its wings and bobbing forward. 


(677) Alseonaz mnttui. 

Layabd's Flycatohbb. 

Biftalis mutbui Layard, A.M. N. H , (2) xiii, p. 127 (1854) (Ceylon). 

Alseoncui mtiUuL Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 36. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Crown dark olive-brown shading into ruddy-brown 
on the back and upper plumage, the feathers of the head faintly 
centred darker; upper tail-coverts and tail ferruginous; quills 
dark brown, the inner secondaries edged with ferruginous ; lores 
and ring round the eye white ; a line from the corner of the bill 
to under the eye dark brown and often a trace of a second line 
from below the bill ; between these two lines, chm and throat 
white ; ear-coverts olive-brown ; breast and flanks olive-brown 
with a chestnut tinge ; abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts white 
suffused with chestnut ; under wing-coverts pinkish grey. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill black v ith a tiny pale 
tip and the lower mandible yellowish ; legs and feet fleshy-yellow 
or wax-yellow. 
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Heasurements. Wing 70 to 75 mm. ; tail 54 to 64 mm. ; tarsus 
about 13 to 13*5 mm. ; culmen about 13 to 14 min. 

Young. Above brown, spotted with fulvous aud with obscure 
dark margins to the feathers of the back and innermost second- 
aries ; below the breast is rufous, the feathers boldly edged with 
black. 

Distribution. Resident above 4,000 feet in Sikkim, Bhutan and 
the hills of Assam, both North and South of the Brahmaputra. It 
is found both Summer and Winter between 4,000 and 6,000 feet 
but in the latter season some birds migrate south to Travancore 
and Ceylon. Brooks observed it at Madhapur in Bengal and it is 
nob rare in Winter in that Province and in the plains of Assam 
but its AYinter movements are still very imperfectly known. It 
will most probably be found to be resident and to breed over much 
of its supposed Winter habitat, where there are mountains of 
suftioieiit height. 

Kidificatiou. Layard’s Flycatcher breeds in Sikkim and the 
Assam Hills in May and June, making a very compact and beauti- 
fully put together small cup neat of green moss lined with roots 
and hair. This it places either in a hollow in a tree or bank, or 
in a tangle of creepers, raspberry-vines, or similar thick cover. 
The eggs three to five in number are typical little Cyornis eggs, 
the general shade of colour being perhaps rather more grey-green 
than olive-green. They measure about 17‘0 x 13-2 mm. 

Habits. Except that it is a much more retiring and secretive 
bird than any of those of the genus Sipliia^ it greatly reminds one 
of them in its ways. As a rule, it selects a perch on one of 
the lower branches of a tree in heavy forest, where it sits motion- 
less, every now and then launching itself into the air after some 
passing insect, ofteu capturing those of considerable size. In the 
breeding-season it often gives vent to a soft low note, at the same 
time puffing out its feathers and rapidly vibrating its half-opened 
wiiigs. At the same season it has a pleasant, but rather 'feeble, 
little song, very seldom uttered. It does not seem to mind 
observation and I have often watched one, half an hour at a time, 
from a distance of not more than four or five yards. 

Genus OCHROKCELA. 

Oehromela Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 128 (1847). 

Type, 0. mgrorufa Jerdon. Nilgiris. 

The genus Oehromela contains a single species of Flycatcher 
remarkable for its coloration. 

In this genus the sexes are slightly dissimilar, though both 
preserve the characteristic black and orange plumage. The bill is 
blunt and thick, and the rictal bristles are numerous and very long ; 
the wing is rounded, the first primary being longer than half the 
second ; the tail is considerably rounded. 
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(678) Ochromela nigrorufe,. 

The BrjA.oK-Ai«D-OBAir&B Plyoatohee. 

Saxicolanigro) iifa Jerd., ]Madr. Jour. L. S., x, p. 266 (1839) (Nilgiris). 

Ochromela nigrovufa. JSlanf. & Oates, ii, p. 37. 

Vernacular names. 'None recorded. 

Description. Whole of the upper parts of the head and the 
wings black, the lesser coverts and iiiiiennost secondaries edged 
with orange ; remainder of plumage rich orauge, paler on the 
abdomen, richest on the upper breast. 

Colours of the soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black ; legs 
fleshy -plumbeous. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 mm. ; wing 57 to 
65 mm. ; tail 50 to 55 mm. ; tarsus about 20 to 21 inrn. ; culmen 
about 9*5 to 10 mm. 

Female. Similar to the male, but the black of the head replaced 
by dark olive-brown and the black of the wings with dark brown. 

Measurements. Wing 55 to 59 mm. 



Fig. 37, — o£ 0. nigrorufa. 

Distribution. The hill-ranges of South India from Cape 
Corraorin to the Wynaad at 2,500 feet upwards. Neither Col. 
McMaster’s record of its occurrence in the Berars or Mr. Mitford’s 
in regard to Ceylon have e\ er been confirmed. It is ver^r common 
in the Nilgiri, Palni and Travancore Hills. 

Nidification. This strikingly coloured little Flycatcher makes a 
nest not unlike that of Anthijges monileger^ a hall of leaves and 
fern-fronds with no lining, except sometimes a little grass, which 
it places low down in some dense bush, cluster of reeds, ferns or 
cane. Sometimes it is built on a bank actually on the ground and 
occasionally in a thick mass of twigs growing from a tree-stump. 
The site selected is always deep forest, generally in the valleys or 
ravines covered with evergreen forest, through which a stream 
of some kind finds its way. The eggs, almost ahva 3 ’’s two only in 
number, are rather like those of Alsconass^ Cyorms^ etc., and not 
like the eggs of Anthvpes monUegem'. The ground-colour is greyish 
or greenish white, and the markings consist of freckles and tiny 
specks of reddish, generally most numerous at the larger end, 
where they coalesce to form a cap. In shape the eggs are unusually 
long ovals. 20 eggs average 18*4 x 13*1 mm. and the extremes are 
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19-2 X 13-2, 18*9 X 13-4 and 17-8 x 13-0 mm. The breeding-season 
is during April and May. 

Habits. In Summer this Flycatcher is found from about 3,000 
feet to the tops of the Nilgiris and other hills, wherever there is 
sufficient tree-forest deep and shady enough to satisfy its require- 
ments. It feeds from a branch at no great height from the 
ground and is said to descend to it sometimes for the purpose of 
capturing insects. Its note or song does not appear to have been 
described. 


Genus CULICICAPA. 

Culioicapa Swinhoe, P. Z. S., 1871, p. 381. 

Type, C* ceylonensis. 

The genus Qulicicapa contains one species of Flycatcher with a 
very wide distribution, from Ceylon to "West China and Borneo 
etc. Probably resident throughout this area in the hills and 
wandering into the plains locally in India. 

In this genus the sexes are alike and the plumage is grey and 
yellow. The bill is verv much depressed and when viewed from 
above is almost an equilateral triangle, the sides being but little 
longer than the base ; the rictal bristles are very numerous and 
long, the first primary is short and the tail is square. 


Key to Subspecies. 

A. -\bove blight yellowish green, with well- 
marked brighter and more yellow upper 

tail-coverts C. c. ceylonensis, p. 254. 

B. Above rather darker yellowish green, with 

no marked increase of yellow on the 

tail-coverts C. c. orientalis^ p. 256. 

C. Above much darker, more green, less 

yellow ; hack and upper tail-coverts 

practically concolorous C.g. meridionalis^ p. 266. 


(679) Gtilicicapa ceylonensis ceylonensis. 

The Gebi-hbadbd Tltoatohbr. 

Flatyrhynchm ceylonensis Swains., Zool. HI., i, p. 13 (1820-1) 
(deylon). 

Culicicaya ceylonensis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 38. 

Vemacnlar names. Zlrdr-phutki (Beng,). 

Description. Whole head, neck and breast ashy-grey, darker 
and centred with brown on the crown, paler in the centre of 
throat and breast; above bright yellowish green, the rump 
brighter and almost pure yellow; wing-coverts like the back; 
quills dark brown, all but the first two primaries narrowly, the 
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secondaries broadly edged with yellow: tail brown, the rectrices 
edged with greenish yellow ; under plumage bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown ; bill above black, 
below horny-brown, paler still at gape and base ; legs yellowish 
brown or fleshy. 

Measurements. Wing 58 to 67 mm.; tail 41 to 52 mm.; tarsus 
about 13 to 14 mm. ; culmen about 7“5 to 8 mm. 

Young. Jfot yet described. 

Distribution. Ceylon, the w’hole of India (except Sind, the 
Punjab and Pajputana), North JBurma, Central Burma and 
Northern Siam. 

Nidifi-cation. The Grej^-headed Ply catcher breeds during the 
months of April, May anti June between 3,000 and 8,000 feet over 
the whole ot its range but generally, more especially in Southern, 
Western and North-Western India between 3,500 and 6,000 feet. 
In Assam it breeds freely at about 1,000 feet in the northern 
foot-hills and down to 2,500 feet in the southern hills and 
Manipur. It makes a charming little nest of bright green moss 



Pig. 38. — of C. csylone7ms. 

and lichen, shaped like half a cone or half a lieinisphere, and placed 
against a moss-covered trunk of tree or rock, in among the living 
moss and lichen, from which it is practically impossible to 
discriminate it. The eggs number three or four and are tiny, 
broad, blunt, little ovals with a ground-colour varying from dead 
white to a pale dull yellowish or, rarely, greenish white ; the 
markings consist of grey and yellowish-grey blotches and spots, 
generally disposed in a dense ring round the larger end and sparse 
elsewhere. One hundred eggs average 15-lxll‘96 inm.; and 
the maxima and minima are 17*5x12*1 and 15*lxl2’6 luiii.; 
13*9 X 11*8 and 14*8 x 11*4 min. 

Habits. The Grey-headed Flycatcher is a resident bird in the 
hill-country, ascending a little higher in the Summer and descending 
lower in the Winter, when it spreads to the adjacent plains. It is 
a forest-bird, though preferring open to deep forest and is a 
lively cheerful little bird flitting backwards and forwards after 
insects, sometimes descending to the ground for this purpose and 
often hunting among the leaves and moss for spiders etc., much 
after the manner of a Titmouse. It has a sweet little song and is 
less silent than the birds of the genera Alseonax^ Hemidhelidon 
and JSijphia. 
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(680) Culicicapa ceylonensis orientalis. 

T ttv. Chinese Ghey-headed FiiYOatohee. 

Ctdicicapa ceylonensis orientalis Stuart Baker, Bull. B, 0. 0., xliv, 
p. 11 (192;3) (Szechuan). 

Culicicapa ceylonensis (part.). Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 38. 

Vernacular names. JSToue recorded. 

Description. Decidedly darker above than in O. c. ceylonensis^ 
with a darker grey head and less yellow on the rump and upper 
tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. About the same as in the preceding bird. 

Distribution. The hills of South and Central Western China, 
Yunnan, Shan States, jN’orthern Siam and ]S^orth Cochin China. 

Nidification. ^ot recorded. 

Habits. According to La Touche, the habits of this race do not 
differ from those of the Indian bird. 

(681) Culicicapa ceylonensis meridionalis. 

The MaIiAYan GuBY-iiEAnED Elycatchee. 

Calicicapa ce^/lonemis meridionalis Stuart Baker, Bull. B. O. C., xliv, 
p. 12 (1823) (Keotuiig Song, Siam), 

Vernacular names. 'None recorded. 

Description. A much darker bird than either of the preceding 
races, the ruinp and upper tail-coverts practically concolorous with 
the darker green back; the throat and breast a decidedly darker grey. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding races. 

Measuremeuts. Wing 55 to 64 mm. 

Distribution. Java, Sumatra, Borneo, Malay Peninsula, Penin- 
sular Burma and Siam ; South Anuani, and South Cochin China. 

Hidihcatiou and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

Genus HILTAVA. 

Niltava Hodgs., Ind. Rev., i, p. 650 (1837). 

Type, Niltava sxindara Hodgs. 

The genus JSlltava contains three species of Ely catcher remarkable 
for the biilliaiit plumage of the males. The sexes differ in colour, 
but both may be recognized by the presence of a brilliant blue 
spot on either side of the neck, Cyornis oatesi and 6^ su 7 nat 7 'e 7 isis 
though rather similarly coloured as regards the males, have females 
without any blue neck-spot. 

In jSilfava the bill is rather narrow and somewhat compressed 
laterally and the base is covered bv numerous, dense plumelets, 
almost concealing the nostrils ; the rictal bristles are moderate in 
length and number ; the first primary is large, being at least half 
the length of the second ; the tail is slightly rounded. 
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Key to SjfBGies, 


A. Wing* always over 95 mm N. grandih^ p. 257. 

B. Wing always under 95 mm. 

a. Under wing-coverts and axillaries chest- 
nut or buS ; wing over 75 mm iV. sundarttf p. 259. 


b. Under wing-coverts and axillaries white 

or ashy-white , wing under 70 mm. . . N. macgrigorice^ p. 260. 


Niltava grandis. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Heads of females indistinctly washed with 

bluish grey N. g. grandis^ p. 257. 

B. Heads of females distinctly washed with blue N. g. decipiens^ p. 258. 


(682) niltava g^udis grandis. 

The Labab NuiTata. 

Chaitavis g7*andis Blyth, J. A. S. B., xi, p. 189 (1842) (Darjiling). 
NiUava grandis^ Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 40. 

Yemacular names. Mar gong (Lepcha). 

Description. — Adult male. Crown ; rump, upper tail-coverts, 
lesser and median wing-coverts and a patch on either side of the 



neck brilliant cobalt-blue ; back and scapulars dark purplish blue ; 
tail black, the central feathers and edges of the lateral feathers 
purple-blue, brighter than the back ; greater coverts and wing- 
quills black, edged with the same blue as the back ; lores, forehead 
and sides of the head, chin, throat and upper breast black changing 
to blue-black on lower breast and flanks and to bluish-ashy on the 
abdomen and lower tail-coverts, the latter edged with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to deep brown ; bill black ; legs 
and feet deep horny-brown to black. 

Measurements. Total length about 205 to 215 mm. ; wing 99 
to 106 mm. ; tail 65 to 70 mm. ; tarsus about 23 to 24 mm. ; 
CLilmen about 15 mm. 

Young male moults from the uestling-plumage into that of the 
adult but is at first duller and less blue. 

TOL. II. 


s 
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PoDiale. Lores, forehead and round the eye, ear-coverts and 
cheeks fulvous with pale shafts ; on the crown this grades into 
olive-brown and on the posterior crown and nape into bluish ashy- 
brown ; back, rump and upper tail-coverts fulvous-brown ; tail 
and wing-quills brown, the central tail-feathers and edges of 
lateral ones and of the wing-quills deep rufous ; a patch of bright 
blue on either side of the neck ; middle of chin, throat and upper 
breast clear pale buff; remainder of lower plumage rich olive- 
brown, the sides of the chin mottled with darker and pale-shafted ; 
axillaries and under wing-coverts buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill dark horny-brown ; legs 
and feet fleshy-pink to light browm. 

Measurements. Wing 97 to 106 mm. 

Nestling. Above dark brown with fulvous spots, becoming 
almost chestnut on the back, and with black edges to the feathers ; 
below chestnnt-brown, richest on the breast and squamated with 
black. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, Assanj, Manipur, Chin 
Hills. 

Nidification. The Large Niltava breeds daring the last week in 
April, in May, June and early July between 8,000 and 7,000 feet, 
making a cap-shaped nest of moss lined with very fine roots. 
Inwardly the cup measures about to 4 inches in diameter by 
about half that in depth, outwardly it generally fits the hollow in 
which it is placed, often being very bulky. It may be placed in 
almost any kind of hollow in bank, rock or old tree. The eggs 
are in ground-colour a cream or yellow clay, but they are so densely 
covered with fine freckles of pinkish brown that they look 
nnicoloured buff f or pinky brown; more obviously spotted eggs 
are not, however, rare and some eggs are very pale. Four are 
nearly always laid. One hundred eggs average 24'3xl7‘3 mm., 
and the extremes are : maxima 26*1 x 18*0 and 23*0 x 19 0 mm. ; 
minima 30*4 x 17*0 and 21*0 x 16*0 mm. 

Habits. This beautiful Flycatcher is very common between 
3,000 and 5,000 feet in the hills of South Assam, less so in the 
Northern Himalayas. It is resident wherever found but wanders 
into the foot-hills in Winter. It is not shy but keeps much to 
undergrowth and the lower trees in thick forest and feeds quite a 
lot on the ground. It is said to eat berries as well as insects but 
the numbers I have examined had fed entirely on insects, except 
for some tiny berries evidently eaten with the insects infesting 
them, 

(683) Niltava grandis decipiens. 

The Malay Lakgh Niltava. 

Niltava grandk dedpitm Hartert, Nov. Zool., ix, p. 651 (1902) 
(Sumatra). 

Vemacolar names. None recorded. 
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Description. — Adult male. Almost indistinguishable from A" g, 
grandis but is smaller with the blue of the head aud rump rather 
brighter. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird. 

Measurements. Wing 94 to 103 mm., generally under 98 mm. 

Female similar to that of AT. //. grandis, but with the crown and 
nape strongly washed with blue, though never bright blue as in 
N. g. decorata of Robinson and Kloss (Annam). 

Young and R’estling. Similar to those of the Indian Large 
Niltava. 

Distribution. Sumatra and Malay Peninsula. 

With some hesitation I place two females from Muleyit 
with this race. In colour, as Harfcert points out, they agree with 
the Sumatran birds but they have wings of 99 aud 101 mm. 
respectively, rather large for this race, though one male from 
Sumatra has a wing of no less than 103 mm. 

Habits and Nidification. iN'othiug recorded. 

(684) Miltava suudara sundara. 

The Indian Eujfotjs-bellied !N'iltava. 

Niltava mndam Hodga., Ind. Rev., i, p. 660 (1887) (Nepal) j Blanf. 

& Oates, ii, p. 41. 

Vernacular names. (Nep.) ; il/ar^ow^ (Lepcha). 

Description. — Adult male. Crown, nape, rump, upper tail- 
coverta aud lesser and median wing-co\erts bright cobalt-blue; 
a patch oil the side of the neck a paler, even brighter blue ; tail 
black, the central feathers and edges of lateral tail-feathers like 
the rump ; back, scapulars and edges of greater wing-coverts aud 
quills deep purplish blue ; forehead, lores, sides of head, chin and 
throat black with deep blue reflettions ; remainder of lower 
plumage and under wing-co\ erts bright orange-chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill black ; legs dark horny- 
brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 160 to 170 mm. ; wing 
80 to 86 mm.; tail 65 to 75 mm. ; tarsus about 20 mm. ; culmen 
about 10 to 11 min. (the feathers of the forehead are very thick 
and well cover the base of the culmen). 

Female. Forehead, lores and a ring round the eye fulvous ; 
whole upper plumage fulvous olive-brown, greyish on the crown, 
more fulvons on the rump and chestnut on the longest 
tail-feathers ; tail chestnut ; wing-feathers brown edged with 
chestnut- rufous ; a brilliant patch of blue on either side of the neck ; 
a large round patch of white or fulvous-white below the throat ; 
point of chin and sides of chin fulvous ; centre of chin and 
remainder of lower plums^e rich oli\ e-brown, paler and tinged 
with buff on the abdomen and under tail-coverts. 

s2 
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Colours of soft parts as in the male but bill a horny-black. 

Measurements. Wing 76 to 81 mm. 

Nestling. Brown above with fulvous-rufous spots ; below 
ochraceous- brown, squamated with blackish brown, 

Niltava simdara dUvidi from Eohkien is a larger bird, wing 88 
to 93 mm. ; iV. s. denotata from S.E. Yuiman is easily separable 
from the other races by its pale under plumage. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Simla to the extreme East of 
Assam, South to Manipur, Lushai, Chin and Ivacliin Hills, hills 
of Central Burma to Tenasserim ; Peninsular Siam, Northern 
Siam, probably Shan States and Szechuan in Western China. 

NidifLcation. Quite similar in all respects to that of iV'. grandis 
grandis, though the nest is smaller and is generally placed in 
clefts iu rocks or iu between boulders. It breeds from the end of 
April to early July and. I have taken neats, probably second broods, 
in August. The eggs only differ from those of AT. grandis in 
being smaller and lu being more often definitely speckled or 
blotched. One hundred eggs average 21‘4xl5*S mm.: maxima 
22'lxl6-0 and 21-9 x 16*1 mm.; minima 19‘7 X 16*1 and 
20'0xl*46 mm. 

Habits. Very common in the Kliasia Hills, much less so in 
the other ranges South and North of the Brahmaputra. It is 
found principally between 3,500 and 6,000 feet, wandering 
higher in Summer and right into the foot-hills in Winter. Like 
the preceding bird, it keeps much to low jungle and shuns 
observation, though it is not really shy. It is a beautiful singer, 
as are all the Niltavas. 


(685) Niltava macgrigori®. 

The SmaiiL Niltata. 

jPhcBmoum macgrigorice Burton, P. Z. S., 1836, p. 152 (Himalayas). 

Nittava macgrigorite, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 42. 

Vernacular names. Fliat-tagralc-jgho (Lepcha). 

Description. — Adult male. Eorehead, lores and around the eye 
black ; posterior forehead, sides of crown, rump and upper tail- 
coverts and a patch on either side of the neck brilliant cobalt-blue ; 
remainder of upper plumage and exposed parts of wings and tail 
deep but bright, purple-blue; quills and greater wing-coverts 
brown narrowly edged with purple-blue ; chin, throat, sides of 
neck and upper breast deep purple-blue, shading to ashy-grey on 
the lower breast and to pale ashy on the abdomen, hanks and 
under tail-coverts ; axillaries and under wing-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright hazel to deep brown ; bill 
black ; legs and feet horny-brown to reddish black (Jerdon), 

Measurements. Total length about 125 to 130 mm. ; wing 63 to 
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fol mm. j tail 5-i to 58 mm. ; tarsus about 15 mm. ; culmen about 
8 5 to 0 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage fulvous olive-brown, tinged with 
rufous on the back and more strongly so on rump and upper tail- 
coverts ; wings and tail brown, edged with rufous and the central 
reotrices wholly of this colour; a spot of brilliant blue on either 
side of the neck; lower plumage ochraceous ashy, paling on 
abdomen and under tail-coverts ; chin paler and more rufous ; 
under wing-coverts and axillaries pure white. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male but bill more horny-black. 

Measurements. AVing 60 to 65 mm. 

Nestling. Above dark brown, each feather witli a broad central 
streak of rufous ; below dull rufous-brown, the feathers of the 
breast edged dark brown. 

Distribution. Himalayas, Mussoorie to Eastern Assam, Manipur, 
Chin and Kachin Hills, hills of Central Burma to Tenasserim ; 
Shan States, Siam. 

Nidification. The Small Niltava breeds between 4,000 and 7,000 
feet, rarely down to 5,000 feet, in April, May and June. The 
nest is a small replica of those of N. grandis and iV. siuidam^ and 
is generally placed in hollows between rocks and boulders so 
common in all the broken forest-land in the hills. Occasionally 
it is placed in a bank or in a hole in tree or stump and the site 
selected is frequently near a tiny stream. The eggs are nearly 
always four in uuiuber, as with all Niltavas, hut they are not so 
unicoloured or so piuk or red in general tone as those of the 
others. Most eggs are well blotched over the whole surface 
with dull reddish, but in many specimens the markings form a 
ring or cap at the larger end and in others the ground-colour 
is very, pale and sliows up well everywhere. One hundred eggs 
average 18’lxl3‘6 mm.; maxima 19’lx]4'l and lS-0xl4*2; 
minima 16*0 X 13*1 and 19*0 x 12*9 mm. 

Habits. This is a much more sprightly, active little bird than 
either of the other species of Niltava^ feeding almost entirely on 
the wing, not venturing on to the ground and frequenting open 
places such as rivers and forest-glades. Its sweet little jerky- 
song is often uttered, especially in the mornings and evenings 
and it is. very crepuscular in its habits. It wanders some distance 
into the plains in Winter. 

Genus FHILEHTOMA. 

PJul&itmna Eyton, Ann. N. II., xvi, p. 229 (1845). 

Type, P. ^yyrvlioipterum Temin. 

The genus Philentoma is represented within our limits by two 
species, birds of very peculiar coloration, chiefly indigo-blue with 
certain amount of maroon or chestnut. 

In this geuus the sexes are dissimilar, the bill is very large and 
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coarse with the base concealed by dense frontal plumelets ; tlie 
wing is rounded and the first primary is much longer than half 
the second ; the tail is square. 

Key to Species. 

A. Wings and tail blue R relatum,]^. 262. 

B. Wings and tail chestnut P. pyrrhopteriim, p. 26J1 


(686) Philentoma velatum. 

The MAKOOUr-BBEASTEn rLTCATCHEIt. 

DnpnopMla velata Temm., PL Col., Ko. 334 (1823) (Timor, Java). 
Phtlenfoma velatum. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 43. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Forehead, a short supercilium, 
lores, cheeks and chin black ; throat and breast deep maroon ; 
remainder of plumage including exposed portion of wings and 



tail indigo-blue ; concealed part of wing-quills and inner \\ ebs of 
rectrices dark brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris lake to crimson ; bill black ; legs 
and feet bluish or purplish black {Hvmie and Bavismi). 

Measurements. Total length about 175 mm. ; wing 93 to 
IGO mm. ; tail 74 to 84 mm.; tarsus about ISmui.; cu linen 14 
to 16 mm. 

Female. All indigo-blue, the sides of the head, chin, throat 
and upper breast blackish and the white bases and feathers of the 
vent and abdomen showing through. 

Colours of soft parts as in male but bill horny-brown and feet 
usually paler than in the male. 

Measurements. Wing 87 to 97 mm. 

Young bird. The only young bird in the British Museum 
collection is in a transition-stage from an almost entirely chestnut 
to a blue adult plumage. There are indications of barring on 
‘the upper plumage and the wing-feathers appear to have been 
brown boldly tipped or barred with chestnut. 
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Distribution. Peninsular Burma and Siam, from Tenasserim 
South to Sumatra, Java and Borneo. 

Nidification. Unknown. 

Habits. This Plycatcher is quite typical iii all its ways, only 
catching its prey on the wing and never descending to the ground. 
It keeps entirely to the interior of evergreen forest and is 
generally found in pairs. According to Davison, they are neither 
shy nor warv and ha\e a very harsh call similar to that of the 
genus Hifpothymis. 


(687) Philentoma pyrrhopterum. 

The Chestnot-wikged Pltcatchbb. 

Mmeicapa pyn'hoptera Temm. PI. Col., N'o. 596 (1823) (Borneo). 

JPJitlentoma ivyiThcptei vm. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 43. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Whole head, neck, upper back and 
lesser wing-coverts indigo-blue, shading into rufous-grey on the 
lower back and rump ; upper tail-coverts, outer parts of scapulars, 
greater coverts aud visible portions of secondaries chestnut ; 
primary coverts blackish edged with blue ; primaries dark brown, 
all but the two outermost edged with chestnut-brown; lower 
plumage from breast pale buff, almost white on the abdomen 
and suffused with grey on the lower breast and flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris crimson ; bill black ; legs and feet 
purplish blue. 

Measurements. Total length about 175 mm. ; wing 79 to 
86 mm.; tail 68 to 78 mm.; tarsus 15 mm.; culmen 14-5 
to 15*5 mm. 

Female. The blue of the upper parts replaced by earthy-brown, 
shaded with bluish on the crown ; below the blue is replaced by 
rufous-buff, darkest on the breast and albescent on the abdomen 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dull red ; upper mandible pale horny- 
brown, lower mandible flesh-colour; legs and feet plumbeous- 
olive. 

Nestling and Young unknown. 

Distribution. Peninsular Burma and Siam, throughout the 
Malay Peninsula to Sumatra and Borneo. Also Cochin China. 

Birds from Siam and Burma are, on the whole, paler below than 
are those from Borneo and Sumatra but there is no other 
difference in colour or measurements and they hardly constitute 
a separable race. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Similar to those of the preceding bird. They are 
resident birds wherever found aud are restricted to the plains or 
the foot-hills of the higher ranges. 
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Genus TERPSIPHOlirE. 

Terpsiphone Gloger, in Froriep’s Notiz., xvi, p. 278 (1827). 

Type, T, jparaclisi* 

In the genus Terpsiphone the young are less definitely barred 
or spotted than those of most Flycatchers, otherwise the typical 
characteristics are developed to a greater extent than in any 
other genus. 

The bill is very large, depressed and swollen at the base, whilst 
the rictal bristles are long, coarse and numerous. The tarsus is 
short but fairly stout, the head is crested and the tail long and 
graduated^ with the central pair of rectrices greatly lengthened. 
The sexes are alike at first but are very dissimilar in fully adult 
plumage. 

There is only one species which occurs over the whole of Ceylon, 
India, Burma, Malaya and the Indo-Chinese countries, varying 
considerably in the females and young males, though but slightly 
in the adult males, in different parts of its habitat. 


Terpsiphone paradisi. 

Key to Subspecies, 


A. Plumage all black and white. 

a. Orest long and pointed, reaching to 

upper part of back. Black edges to 
feathers and black shaft-lines all very I 
faint or obsolete ^ 

b. Crest short and rounded. Black lines more 

developed - 

B. Plumage nearly all black and chestnut. 

c. Orest long and pointed. 

c\ Chestnut parts rich and dark 

d\ Chestnut parts paler 

d. Crest short and rounded. 

e\ Chestnut parts rich and dark 

f. Chestnut upper parts more ashy-brown. 


T. p, paradisic p. 264, 

T, p. leucogaster, p, 268, 
S , adult plumage. 

T. p, aj^nis, ]p. 267. 

T, p. nicoharica, p. 269. 
cf, adult plumage. 


T, p, paradisi, p. 265. 
cf $ in chestnut stage. 
T. p. Xeucogcusten', p. 268. 
S $ in chestnut stage. 

T, p, afflnis, p. 267. 

$ in chestnut stage. 
T. p, nicobarica, p. 269. 
cf $ in chestnut stage. 


(688) Terpsiphone paradisi paradisi. 

, The Inman Pabamsb Fiyoatcher. 

Muscicapa paradisi Linn., S. N., 12th ed. p. 324 (1766) (India). 
Terpsiphone paradisi, Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 46. 

Vernacular names. Shah Bulbul, Hosseini Bulbul^ Sultana 
Bulbul, Taklah, JDoodhraj (Hind.) ; Tonka pigli pitta (Tel.) : Wal 
Bunda-lati fTam.). 
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Description. — Adnlt male. Whole head and neck metallic-blue 
black ; remainder of plumage pui*e white ; the feathers of the 
back and scapulars have very fine black shafts : the wing-quills 
are black, the primaries and outer secondaries edged on the outer 
webs wjth white, the inner secondaries iiearlj’’ all white with 
broad black mesial lines and narrow black edges ; the shafts of 
tlie tail-feathers are black and there are also black edges 
to the lateral feathers ; the long central tail-feathers have 
generally only the basal half of the shaft black, but the extent of 
the black varies greatly. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright hazel to dark brown ; hill pale 
blue, the tip almost black ; legs and feet dull leaden-blue to 
bright mauve-blue. 

Measurements. Wing 89 to 99 mm. ; tail, outer feathers 
100 to 116 mm. ; the long central feathers anything from 350 to 
500 mm. ; tarsus about 16 mm. ; culmen about 16 to 17 mm. 



Pig. 41. — ^Bill of 71 2 ? paradid, 

Male in third year. Head as in adult, the breast grey shading 
into white on the abdomen ; upper plumage, wings and tail rich 
chestnut, the shafts, including those of the long tail-feathers, also 
chestnut. Males breed freely both in this plumage and in the 
next. 

Male in second year. Forehead, crown with rather short crest 
and nape glossy blue-black ; hind neck, chin, throat and upper 
breast dark ashy changing to white on the abdomen. The long 
tail-feathers are not fully assumed until the second autumn 
moult, though they are generally prolonged some 20 to 60 mm. 
beyond the lateral ones. 

The changes noted above are approximate only. Some 
individuals moult into full adult male plumage at the second 
autumn moult, but this is very exceptional. Most males, even 
after the third moult, retain signs of immaturity such as a red 
feather or two or a suffusion of chestnnt on some of the wing- or 
tail-feathers. The wholly white plumage is assumed most 
irregularly but the black head sharply defined from the white 
breast is always fully attained at the third moult. 

Female. Similar to the male in its first and second year. The 
female often acquires lengthened central tail-feathers, though 
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tliese seldom exceed 250 mm. ; the breast, chin and throat are 
always grey. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male but much duller. 

Measurements. Win^ 82 to 90 mm. ; central tail-feathers 
normally about 10 to 30 mm. longer than the next pair. 

Nestlmg. Above chestnut, the head darker and brownish; wing- 
feath.ers brown edged chestnut; chin, throat and breast brownish 
tinged with chestnut fading to white on belly and posterior 
flanks. The breast shows. obsolete pale centres and dark fringes 
to the feathers, as w’ould be expected in a young Flycatcher, but 
there is no spotting to the upper plumage, though there are often 
obsolete dark tips to the feathers, especially on the wing-coverts. 

Distribution. Ceylon and the whole of India including the 
foot-hills of the Himalayas but not the higher hills. The birds 
from Mahabaleshwar are very pale and must, for the present, be 
referred to leucogaster. East this form extends to the Bay of 
Bengal but is replaced in Assam, South of the Brahmaputra, by 
the Burmese form . I include Ceylon and South Travancore in the 
typical race, though specimens from these localities are all very 
richly coloured in the chestnut stages. 

The type-locality as given by Linnaeus ex Briseon is Cape of 
Good Hope; this is corrected by Stephens in Shaw’s ^Zoology,’ 
pt- ii, vol. xiii, p. Ill (1826), to India. This may now be restricted 
to Madras. 

Bidification. The Paradise Flycatcher breeds in Ceylon and 
Travancore in February and March, in South India in March and 
April, and in Northern India in Mav and June. The nest is a 
very neat cup of soft grass, scraps of leaf and moss, all very firmly 
and compactly wound together and bound with spiders’ webs 
and often decorated outside with spiders’ egg-bags,” scraps of 
moss and lichen, etc. The lining consists merely ot the finest 
grasses, sometimes mixed with hair. In shape the nest varies 
from a shallow to a very deep cup and it is placed in a vertical 
or upright fork in a small branch of almost any kind of tree, 
generally within six to ten feet from the ground. When, 
however, it is placed in Mango-trees, which form very favourite 
sites in Bengal, the nest may be thirty or even forty feet from 
the ground. It is not very well concealed and the cock-bird, 
which shares in the duties of incubation, is a very conspicuous 
object when sitting. The eggs number three to five, most often 
four. In ground-colour they vary from the palest cream to a 
fairly rich salmon-pink and they are rather sparsely speckled and 
blotched with bright reddish brown, the markings sometimes 
forming a ring or cap at the larger end. 

One hundred eggs average 20*2 x 15’ 1 mm. ; and th5 extremes 
are: maxima 22*2x15-6 and 21-9x16*0 mm.; minima 19*0 X 
15*0 .and 20*7 x 14*2 mm. 

Habits. There is no more beautiful avian sight in India than a 
graceful, long-tailed, white, male Paradise Flycatcher, as it flits 
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backwards and forwards in the deep green shade of the Mango- 
orchards it so often haunts. They are tame confiding birds, 
frequenting gardens, open country and the vicinity of villages but 
they are also found in forest-land, especially deciduous light forests 
such as Sal etc. They feed eiitirely on the wing, never descending 
to the ground and never searching the foliage lor insects as some 
T'lycatohers do. Their ordinary flight is rather slow, the long tail 
undulating behind as the bird dies but they are capable of ver}*' 
quick movement when hawking for insects. Their notes are 
normally very harsh and shrill but they sometimes cop}- the softer 
notes of other birds not unsuccessfully. It is a common bird 
in plains and low hills alike but above 3,000 feet its place seems 
to be always taken by the Himalayan Paradise Flycatcher. The 
Paradise Flycatcher is a resident bird wherever found, but moves 
about locally in parts of its habitat, probably on account of food- 
conditions. 


(689) Terpsiphone paradisi afdnis. 

The Burmese Paradise Flycatcher. 

TchUrea afflni 8 K 2 Lj, Blyth, J.A. S. B., xv, p. 292 (1846) (Malay 
Peninsula and Tenasserim). 

Tei'psiphone affinia, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 47. 

Vernacular names. Bao-rajah-gophu (Cachari). 

Description. In the fully adult plumage the Burmese Paradise 
Flycatcher differs from the Indian bird onl}" in having a shorter 
more rounded crest and in having the black shaft-liiies and edges 
to the wdng- and tail-feathers more developed. 

The young male in the third year appears to moult direct from 
the grey-throated stage into the complete black and white plumage, 
but more material may possibly disprove this theory. Certainly, 
birds ill South Assam, A\hich are much nearer affinis thau 
go through the same stages as the latter. 

Females and young males have considerably more grey on the 
lower parts, the under tail-coverts are nearly always, and the 
abdomen generally, suffused with chestnut. 

The chestnut of the upper parts is also, on the whole, duller. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in T. p, paradisi. 

Hestling rather more definitely barred above than in T. p. 
paradisi. 

Distribution. Assam, South of the Brahinaputra, the whole of 
Burma, West Siam, Annam, Cochin China, Yunnan. 

Nidifilcation. Differs in no way from that of the Indian 
Paradise i^'lycatcher, but — in Assam, at all events — thin bamboo- 
jungle forms a very favourite nesting-site. In Burma three eggs 
appear to be laid more often than four, and Mr. J- M. D. 
Mackenzie has taken two hard-set. The eggs do not differ either 
in size or appearance from those of its Indian cousin. 
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One hundred eggs average 20-0 x 14‘9 mm. : maxima 21*4 X 15-0 
and 21-2 x 15'9 mm, : minima 18*6 X 14*4 and 20*2 x 14*3 mm. 

The female of this form seems to acquire lengthened tail-feathers 
more frequently than the Indian birds and I have seen a pair 
V7ith both birds in exactly the same plumage with equally long 
tails. The breeding-season is May and June. 

Habits. Similar to those of the preceding bird. It is found both 
throughout the plains and in the lower hills up to 3,000 feet, and 
occasionally higher. In the Chindwin and the Bhaino Hills it is 
found up to at least 0,000 feet but tlie few specimens I have 
been able to examine from these hills are very pale and more 
material may prove that in Burma there is a pale form of affinis 
inhabiting the higher elevations, just as in India leucogaster takes 
the place of tvwjb pamdm. 

The Burmese Plycatcher is perhaps more partial to thin 
secondary growth and bamboo-jungle than the Indian bird is hut 
otherwise there is nothing to remark about it. It is very easily 
tamed and makes a charming pet. 


(090) Terpsiphone paradisi leucogaster. 

The Hl3IAIiAYAN PaBADISE rLYOATOHEK. 

Muscipeta le^tcogaster Swains , Nat. Lib., xiii, p. 205 (June 1838) 
(from Lady Dalhoiisie’s CoU.). 

Vernacular names. Bhah BuVml (Hind.). 

Description. Birds of both sexes iu the chestnut plumage are 
pale and can be distinguished from all other races of T, j)aradisi 
by this character. 

Young males which have assumed the wholly black head whilst 
still in chestnut plumage have the breast pure white, strongly 
contrasting with the black and with no intermediate area of ashy- 
grey as iu typical paradisi. 

Distribution. Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Hashmir and the 
Himalayas, East to Assam, North of the Brahmaputra. 

NidificatioiL. Similar to that of the other races in every respect- 
eggs average 20-1 x 14*9 mm.: maxima 21-Ox 14*4 and 
20-4 X 16-2 mm.; minima 19-3x14-9 and 19*7 x 14*0 mm. The 
usual breediug-season is May and June, though a few birds breed 
in April. 

Habits. The present race of Paradise Flycatcher is found 
between 3,000 and 6,000 feet and less often up to 8,000 ft. It is 
probably locally migratory, to the extent that it moves from the 
higher to the lower hills in winter. 
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(691) Terpsiphone paxadisi iiicobarica. 

Tub Nicobae Paeauish pLYCATt'irEB. 

Terpsiphme nicoharica Oates, Fauna B. L, Birds, ii, p. 48 (1890) 
(Nicobars). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. This form differs, both male and female, when in 
the chestnut stage, in having the chestnut miicli duller and 
brouiier, and in having the iinderparts from below the breast 
strongly suffused with chestnut throughout. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the other rajes. 

Distribution. Andamans and Nicobars. 

ISfidiffcation and Habits. Nothing recorded. 


Genus HYPOTHTMIS. 

Hypothymis Boie, Isis, 1826, j). 973. 

Type, H. occipitalis. 

In Hypothymis the bill is like that of Terpsiplione but smaller 
and is covered at the base with dense plumules; the rictal bristles 
are numerous and long; the tall slightly rounded but without 
lengthened central rectrices. The sexes are dissimilar. 

The genus ffypotliymis is represented by one species in India 
which extends over the whole of Ceylon, India, Burma, the Indo- 
Chinese countries to Hainan, the Philippines, Borneo, Sumatra and 
Java. 

, Both Stresemann and Oberholser have recently reviewed this 
species and have created numerous subspecies, specimens of some 
of which, including nicobariea ( calocaya) and idiochroa, are 
unfortunately not in the British Museum. 


Hypothymis azurea. 

Musdcapa azurea Bodd., Tabl. PL EnL, p. 41 (1783) (Philipiunes). 


Key to Subspecies, 


A. Lower parts from breast almost pure 

white ; under wing-coverts white. 

a. Nuchal patch and collar across neck 

conspicuous. 

,a'. Paler 

b’. Darker and richar in colour 

b. Neck-patch and collar inconspicuous 

B. Whole of lower parts from breast blue . . 
0. Lower parts from breast pale blue ; under 

wing-coverts blue. 

c. Smaller, wing 65 to 69 mm 

d. Larger, wing 69*5 to 75 mm 


IL it. sykesi, p. 270. 

M. a, styanij p. 271. 

JI, «. ceylmensih^ p. 272. 
H. a. Uftleri^ p. 273. 


JS. a. nicobaricaj p. 273. 
JET. a. idiochroa^ p. 274. 
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B. Lower parts from breast practically white, 

merely washed with blue ; under wing- 

coverts bluish white -HT- a.forrestia^ p. 274. 

(692) Hypothymis azurea sykesi. 

Tna Madbas Biaoe-itapbd FiiTOatchbe. 

Hypnthymis azurea sykesi Stuart Baker, Bull. B. 0. 0., xl, p. C (1920^ 
(Deccan). 

jECypotJiyiuis azurea, Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 49. 

Vernacular names. Kala Kat-7catia (Beng.). 

Description. — Adult male. A line across the forehead, point of 
chin, a large patch on the nape and a crescentic bar across the fore- 
neck black ; crown and sides of black patch on the nape brilliant 
azure-blue ; upper plumage and edges of wing- and tail-feathers a 
rather duller, darker blue ; throat and breast the same blue but a 
little brighter, gradually becoming pure white on abdomen, vent 



Fig. 42. — Bill of H, acurea. 

and under tail-coverts ; flanks suffused with grey-blue ; edge of 
wing underneath blue; axillaries and remaining under wing- 
coverts wdiite. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown; eyelids 
plumbeous-blue, more brilliant blue in the breeding-season ; bill 
blue, the edges and tip black ; the bill also is a brighter blue in the 
breeding-season ; legs and feet pale plumbeous to dark slaty-blue. 

Measurements. Total length about 160 to 1 70 mm. ; wing 67 to 
73 mm.; tail 70 to 82 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm. ; culmen about 
11 to 12 mm. 

Female. Forehead and point of chin black; crown of head 
azure-blue, changing to brown on back and upper plumage ; tail- 
feathers washed with blue on their outer webs, and wing-coverts 
and quills edged with the same; chin, throat and upper breast 
ashy-blue fading to w’^hite on the abdomen and under tail-coverts, 

Colours of soft parts the same as those of the male in winter. 

Measurements. Same as those of the male. 

Distribution- India, South of lat. 22° on the West and lat. 18° 
on the East. Birds from Khandesh and the Berars on the West 
of India [should bo placed with this race, but material from 
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Eastern India is very scanty and it is difficult to define the 
limits. 

ITidifLcation. This Flycatcher breeds in Southern India princi- 
pally in July and August but also a good deal earlier than this, as 
Mr. J. Davidson found nests with big young on the 12th July 
and others from which they had already flown. Mr. Howard 
Campbell also took eggs as early as April in Gooty. The nests 
are tiny deep cups, beautifully made ot strips of fine grass, thin 
bark and odds and ends of moss etc. all welded together with many 
spider-webs. The walls are very thin, not more than 5 mm. thick. 
The nests are placed either in a vertical or horizontal fork or on 
a small horizontal branch without any side-supports. The site 
chosen may be deep jungle or forest, open country or even a tree 
in cultivated laud or in a garden and it may be at any height from 
the ground bt^ tween four and forty feet. The eggs are of t he same 
type as those of Terpsijphone but var}' from this to one more 
approaching the eggs of Stoparola. The ground varies from pale 
cream or yellowish pink to a warm salmon aud the markings 
consist of specks and small blotches of red-brown or liver-brown, 
generally sparsely scattered over the larger end, sometimes 
forming a definite ring. Twenty eggs average 17*5 x 13*5 mm. 

Habits. This Black-naped Flycatcher is found both in the 
plains and in the hills up to about 3,000 feet wandering some 
2,000 feet higher than this on rare occasions in Summer. It is an 
active little bird on the wing, but does not descend to the ground, 
nor does it move about in the branches after insects. It is 
resident wherever found. 

(693) Hypothymis azurea styani. 

The NoiiTHER2r Indian Black-naped Fltcatchek. 

Siphia styani Hartl., Abb. Nat. Ver. Bremen, xvi, 3, p. 248 (1898) 
(Horkow, Hainan) . ■ 

Sypothymis azurea, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 49, 

VernaculaT names. KcHa Kat’-hatia (Beiig.). 

Description. — Adult male. Differs from H, a, syhesi in liaving 
the crown a still brighter blue and the blue of the upper parts 
deeper and richer. The blue of the breast below the black bar is 
also rather richer and often further produced on to the lower 
breast and fiauks. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in H. a. syJcesi. 
Wing 68 to 73 mm. 

Distribution. All India north of the preceding bird; Assam, all 
Burma, Siam, Cochin China, Yunnan and Shan States, Annain, 
Hainan. 

Nidiflcation. Similar to that of the Southern Black-naped 
Flycatcher Ijut it is exceptionally fond of bamboos in which it builds 
its nest. It lays three or four eggs, which cannot be distinguished 
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from any of tliose of tlie other races of ITi/pofJhymls, Fifty eggs 
average 17*1x13*1 mm.; maxima 18*0 x 14*1 mm. ; minima 15*9 
X 12'1 mm. 

The breeding-season is April, May and June. 

HaMts. This is an extremely common Flycatcher throngliout , 
the lower hills of Assam and Burma as well as in the plains in 
their vicinity. It may be found in almost any kind of well-wooded 
country and I have seen it, though not commonly, in the interior 
of the densest evergreen forest and in quite open cultivated 
districts. (Jndoubtedly, however, its favourite resorts are thin 
scrub and the secondary growth which springs up in deserted 
cultivation or bamboo-jungle. If these have running w^ater near 
by, so much the better. 

The voice of this Flycatcher is very harsh, but it is on the w'hole 
a silent bird and seldom indulges in its call. They are found 
almost invariably in pairs and never in flocks, though, where they 
are particularly common, two pairs may be seen haw’-king insects 
from the same tree. 


(694) Hypothymis aznirea ceylonensis. 

The CBYLoiir BLACK-isrAPEn Flyoaxoher. 

Bypothymis ceylonensis Sharpe, Cat. B. M., iv, p. 277 (1879) 
(Ceylon). 

Hypotkymis asarea, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 49. 

Yemacular names. Jlfaraiua (Cinghalese). 

Description. — Adult male. Differs from all the other races of 
Eypotliymis in having the band across the neck and the spot on 
the nape either obsofete or much smaller. 

Females. Except when they vary in size the females of the 
various races are not distinguishable from one another. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the preceding 
races. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Kidiff cation. Similar to that of the other races. According to 
it breeds during April and July from the plains up to about 
4,000 feet. It appears, like so many other southern birds, to lay 
but two eggs in Ceylon instead of three or four as its more 
northern relations do. They are quite inseparable from any other 
Hypothymis eggs and measure about 16-7 X 13*7. 

Habits. Found over all but the driest portions of Ceylon in 
well-wooded or forest country, keeping much to the low^er cover 
during the breeding-se^on but resorting in flocks to the higher 
trees in the non-breeding season. It feeds entirely on the wing 
but not as a rule from a single sallying-point, constantly moving 
from one tree or branch to another. 
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(695) H 3 rpotliyiiii 8 azurea tytleri. 

This Blaoh-haped Fjgxoatchee. 

Myiagra tytleri Beavau, Ibis, 1867, p. 324 (Andamans). 

Hypothymis tytleri. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 50. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — ^Adult male. Similar to H. a. styaiii but with 
the whole of the underparts blue, only slightly paler on the centre 
of the abdomen. The upper parts average brighter and lighter 
than in that race but there is much overlapping in this respect. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 68 to 76 mm. 

Female differs from the preceding races in having the lower 
parts from breast to under tail* coverts dull grey-blue. 

Distribution. Andamans only. 

Nidiflcation. Nests taken by Messrs. Osmaston, 'Wickham and 
others m the Andamans are described as being exactly similar in 
all respects to those of H. a. styani except that they are invariably 
decorated with spiders’ egg-cases. The breeding-season is April, 
May and early J une. The eggs are not separable from those of 
the other Black-naped Flycatchers, but on the whole seem to be 
more distinctly spotted and less deep a cream in their ground- 
colour. Thirty-two eggs measure on an average 17*9 x 13*9 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 


(696) Hypothymis azurea nicobarica. 

The Nicobab Blaok-ts'apeb Fi«toatchbk. 

Hypothymis azurea nicobarica Bianchi, Ann, Mas. Zool.St. Petersb. 
xii (i), p. 76 (1907) (Nicobais). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — ^Adult male. Similar to H. a. syhesi but smaller 
and with the iinderparts faintly blue ; under wing-coverts light 
blue, not white. 

Colours of soft parts as in F. a. sykesi. 

Measurements. Wing 65 to 69 mm. 

Distribution. Nicobars excluding Oar Nicobar. 

Hidification and Habits. Davison records it as tolerably abun- 
dant on the Nicobars, and remarks that its habits do not differ 
from those of the Indian bird. He failed to find a nest, though 
the birds were breeding. 
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(697) Hypothymis aztirea idiochroa. 

The CaE-NiCOBAR BlAOK-NAPBD rLTOATOHBB. 

Sypothymis azurect idiochroa Oberholser, Proc. TJ.S. Nat. Mus., 
:xxxix, p. 696 (1911) (Car Nicolars). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to jET. a, nicoharka but larger. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

DflEeasurements. Wing 69’5 to 76‘0 min. 

Distribution. Car Nicobar. 

NidijBLcation and Habits. Nothing recorded. 


(698) Hypothymis azurea forrestia. 

The MEEaTTi Islands Black-naped Plxoatchee. 

Eypothymis azurea forre&tia Oberholser, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus., 
xxxix, p. 601 (d9li) (blergui Archipelago). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from H, a. styani in having more blue and 
less white below. It is, in fact, intermediate in colour between 
that form and the true H, azurea azurea of the Philippines, which 
has a strong dash of hlue over the abdomen with the under tail- 
coverts also bluish. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 72-5 to 77 mm. 

Pemale differs from the female of JET. a. styani in being darker 
and more blue-grey on the lower breast. 

Distribution. Mergui Archipelago. 

HidMcation and Habits. Beyond the fact that this Flycatcher 
is found in thick forest, nothing has been recorded about it. 


Genus CHELIDORHYNX. 

Chelidorhynx Hodgs., P. Z. S., 1846, p. 32. 

Type, 0. hypoxanthum. 

The genus Chelidorhynx contsAna only one species of Flycatcher 
remarkable for the shape oJE its bill, which, like that of Stojparola^ 
when viewed from above, forms a perfect equilateral triangle; it is 
smaller, however, both actually and in proportion to the size of 
the bird. The rictal bristles are very numerous and long ; the tail 
is long and well rounded with the shafts thickened and white. 
The sexes are practically alike. 
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(699) Chelidorhynx Jiypoxanthum. 

The TbLLOW-BBLEIED FiYCAXCHBE. 

llhijndura hyiyoxantha Blyth^ J. A. S. B., xii, p. 935 (1843) 
(Daijiling). 

Chelidorhynx hypoxanthum, Blaiif. & Oates, ii, p. 61. 

Vernacular names. Sitte IcToom (Lepclia). 

Description. — Adnlt male. Lores and a line round and through 
the eye black ; forehead and broad supercilium and Trhole lower 
plumage bright yellow ; ear-coverts blackish with pale shafts ; 
upper plumage and wing-coverts dark olive-brown, the greater 
coverts tipped pale yellow ; tail brown, all but the central pair 
broadly tipped white and all with conspicuous white shafts; 
wing-quills brown edged with olive. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black above, 
yellowish fleshy to horny-brown on the lower mandible and more 
fellow at the gape ; legs and^feet pale horny-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 120 mm. ; wing 54 to 57 nmi. ; 
tail 56 to 63 mm. ; tarsus about 15 mm. ; culmen S to 9 mm. 



Fig. 43. — Head of C. liypoxantlmnu 

Female differs from the male only in having the lores and parts 
round the eye brown mixed with olive -green. 

Distribution. Himalayas, from the Simla States to Eastern 
Assam, the hills of I^orth and Central Burma to Tenasserim. 

Hidiflcation. The breeding area of this beautiful little Fly- 
catcher is rather remarkable. Thompson found it breeding in the 
ICumaon Bhaber at an elevation of about 1,000 feet ; in North 
Cachar I obtained it at about 6,000 feet, whilst Messrs. Osmastoii 
and Whymper took nests between 9,000 and 14,000 feet in the 
Tons Valley and the Nila Valley in Garhwal. The nest is a 
beautiful little deep straight-sided cup made of fine moss well 
welded together, sometimes mixed with hair, lichen aud wool 
and often decorated outside with lichen. The lining is of moss 
fruits with the stems attached, hair, or the very finest moss-roots 
and it is generally placed on a small vertical branch of a tree not 
very high from the ground. All the eggs recorded have been 
taken in June. They are like tiny eggs of Stojparola or NUtava 
but with a finer softer texture; pale creamy- white to a fairly 
warm cream with rings at the larger end of tiny indefinite 
freckles of a darker reddish. In shape they are broad blunt ovals. 
Twenty eggs average 14*0 x ll’l mm. : maxima 14‘7 x 11‘6 and 
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14*6 X 11 7 mm.; minima 13'2xl0*7 and 514’1 x 10‘6 mm. The 
breeding-season is from the end of May to 'early July. 

Hahits. The Yellow-bellied Elyeatcher is found between 5,006 
and 16,000 feet in the summer, rarely at lower elevation, whilst* 
in winter it occurs throughout the foot-hills and plains adjacent 
to them. It is an extraordinarily vivacious, cheerful little bird, 
constantly on the move, sallying into the air in the manner of all 
Elycatchers, bustling about* the branches high up in tall trees, 
quivering its wings and flii'ting its widely spread tail. It haunts 
bushes and lofty trees alike and, though as a rule it is found in 
deep forest and generally near running streams, 1 have seen it in 
reed-beds hunting the reed-stalks for insects and twice I have 
noticed it in bamboo- jungle. It has a very sweet but very 
feeble, little song. 


Genus EHIPIDUEA. 

Rhipidura Vigors & Horaf., Tr. L. S., xv, p. 247 (1825). 

Type, J2. albiscajpa, Australia. 

The genus RJiijpidura is one containing many species which are 
found over a very great extent of country in the Oriental and 
Australasian Eegions. It is represented in India by four species. 

In this genus the bill is very large and about twice as long as 
it is broad at the base ; the rictal bristles are very numerous and 
long ; the tail is longer than the wing, the rectrices broad and* 
graduated ; the sexes are alike or practically so. 


Key to Si^ecies, 


A. Forehead and sides of the crown broadly 

white ^ 

B. Forehead black ; white supercillum small. 

a. Abdomen black 

h. Abdomen white or nearly so. 

Outer tail-feathers conspicuously and 

abruptly tipped with white 

Outer tail-feathers with inconspicuous 
pale tips 


R, aureola^ p. 277. 
R. albicollis, p. 279‘. 


R. javanica, p. 281. 
R, pectoi'aliSy p. 282. 


BMpidura aureola. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Wing-coverts boldly tipped with 

white. 

a. Central tail-feathers tipped with 

'^vhite jK. «. aureola^ p, 277. 

h. Central tail-feathers not tipped with 

_.^hite R. a, compressirostris, p. 279. . 

B. Wing-coverts with no white tips or 

with very little R, a. hurmanica, p. 278. 
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(700) Rhipidura aureola aureola. 

The White-beowed Raetail Waeblee. 

HJiipkhim anrf'ola Less.; Traite, p 390 (1830 or Jan 1831) (Bengal). 

JRhipulura alhifrontata, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 52. 

VemacTilar names. Marcfiarya (Hindi in the south) ; Manaii 
(Mai.) ; Darari’-pitta (Tel.) ; Glmh dil (United Provinces). 

Description. — Adult male. Porehead and a broad superciliuni 
to the nape \^ bite ; lores, sides of face, ear-coverts and anterior 
crown black, posterior crown brownish black, changing to brown, 
slightly tinged with ashy on the back and wings; wing-coverts 
boldly tipped with white ; tail dark brown, the central pair of 
feathers either immaculate or very narrowly tipped with white, 
the next pair more broadly tipped and the white increasing in 
extent until the outermost pair has only a patch at the base brown ; 
chin and throat black, the chin and upper part of the throat with 
broad white fringes to the feathers, these fringes obsolete or 
absent on the lower throat leaving this as a black band between 
the upper throat and the white of the rest of the lower parts ; 
sides of the breast and axillaries dark brown ; under wing-coverts 
brown and white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; hill, legs and feet 
black. 

Measurements. Total length about 175 to 180 mm ; wing 
80 to 89 mm. ; tail 90 to 100 mm.; tarsus about 19 to 20 mm. ; 
culmen about 10 inm. 

Female only differs from the male in being slightly paler and 
browner on the head. 

Hestling. Supercilium white; upper plumage brown fringed 
with rufous ; the white fringes of the chin and throat barely 
noticeable; breast brownish with obsolete rufous bars; wing- 
coverts broadly tipped with rufous. 

Distribution. The whole of India with the exception of South 
Travancore and Assam South of the Brahmaputra. 

HidiCLcation. Breeds throughout its range up to about 5,000 feet 
and occasionally 1,000 feet higher. Its breeding:- season is very 
protracted and eggs may be found any time from March to August, 
most birds apparently breeding at least twice. The nesfc is a 
beautifully made little cup of fine shreds of grass-blades, sometimes 
mixed with a few of the finer grass-stems, shreds of bamboo or 
other leaves ; these are, however, never very conspicuous and, as a 
whole, the nest looks as if made of dry grey grass well coated with 
cobwebs and sometimes decorated with spiders’ egg-bags. Often 
the bottom of the nest is prolonged into a cone and sometimes 
furnished with a long thin tail of loose scraps of grass. It is 
placed either on a small horizontal branch or in a small vertical or 
horizontal fork and may be at any height from four to forty feet 
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from the ground, though, as a rule, a site under fifteen feet is 
selected. 

The eggs are generally three in number, sometimes two or four ; 
in colour they are pale yellowish white or pale fawn, occasionally 
almost pure white and rarely tinged with pink ; the markings 
consist of small blotches of yellowish brow’n with secondary 
markings of neutral tint and pale grey, nearly always distributed 
in a ring about the larger end and sparse elsewhere. One hundred 
eggs average 16*8 x 12*2 mm. 

Hahits. This Fantail Flycatcher, like others of the genus, is a bird 
of open but well-w coded country and is not found inside heavy 
forest either conifer or evergreen. It is a very lively, cheerful and 
energetic little bird, constantly on the move and constantly 
spreading and flirting its long fan-like tail so as to display the 
white tips. It feeds, as far as 1 have seen, entirely on the wing 
and never on the ground, though it will occasionally descend 
to the ground during the breeding-season and display there. It 
feeds largely on gnats, mosquitoes, and ej^liemera, often so tiny 
as to he invisible to the human eye, though the bird may be 
seen snapping here and there and obviously feeding. 

It has a sweet song and a beautiful call-whistle, very like that 
of a human being ascending the scale for several notes. 


(701) Ehipidura aureola burmauica. 

The Burmese White-bbowed Faktail Flycatcher. 

Leucocerca hurmanica Hume, S. F., ix, p. 175 (1881) (Thoungyan). 

JShipidura albifrwitata. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 52 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Daophari (Cachari), 

Description. — Adult male. Differs from 22. a, aureola in being 
very much paler above and more ashy in tint. The two central pairs 
of tail-feathers are generally all brown and the white on the lateral 
tail-feathers is not so extensive ; the spots on the wing-coverts are 
absent or obsolete. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 77 to 86 mm. 

Female and Young differ from those of 22. a, aureola in the 
same way as the male does. 

Distribution. Assam, South of the Brahmaputra, Burma, Shan 
States and South-West Siam. 

Hidification. Differs in no way from that of the last bird but 
this race is perhaps less exclusively an open-country bird. In 
Horth Cachar it w;as not rare in the wide expanses of park-lke 
country to the north and wherever similar open country is found 
it occurs and breeds in the months April to July. The nest 
and eggs cannot be distinguished from those of i2. a. aureola. 
One hundred eggs average 17*2 x 12-8 mm. : maxima 18*7 x 
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13*0 and 17*4 x 13*5 mm. ; minima 16*0x11*6 mm. I obtained 
it breeding up to 5,000 feet in the Khasia Hills. 

Habits. Similar to those of the Indian birds. 


(702) HMpidxiia aureola compressirostris. 

The Cexloh White-beowed Pahtaiii Fexcatoheb. 

L&acocerca compressirostris Blyth, J. A. S. B., xviii, p. 815 (1849) 
(Oeylon). 

Whipidura alhifrontata. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 52 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Manati (Malabar). 

Description. Differs from R. a. aureola in being much darker and 
in having the two central pairs of tail-feathers not tipped with 
white. The black on the sides of the breast is better defined and 
is sometimes produced to form a broken band across the breast. 
The bill is often more compressed. 

Colours of soft parts as in i2. a. aureola. 

Measurements. Wing 78 to 87 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon and South Travancore. Mr. W. E. Wait 
gives the following note on its distribution in Ceylon, which is 
worth quoting : — “It has a peculiar distribution. It occurs in the 
low country in the south of the Island, eastvi ards from Matara to 
Wingaru Bay; inland it is found as far as the Uva basin and in 
the Park country east of the main range as far north as Palonawara 
and has a range from the sea-level to 6,000 feet. In the south- 
west of the Island and in the North Central Province it seems 
to be absent.” 

Nidificatiou. There is but little on record, but the nidification 
does not seem to differ in any way from that of the other races. 
The only three eggs in my own collection measure about 16*3 x 
12*3 mm., and may be unusually small. 

Habits. Those of the genus. Legge refers to the male during 
the breeding-season displaying both on the ground and on branches 
of trees, mailing little runs as it puffs itself out and flirts its widely 
spread tail. It haunts open country, cultivation, gardens, and 
village surroundings but is also sometimes to be seen in more 
open parts. 


(703) Hhipidnra albicoUis albicollis. 

The Whete-theoated Pantail Plxoatohee. 

Tlatyrhynclim albicollis Vieill., Nouv. Diet. d’Hist. Nat., xxvii, p. 13 
(1818) (Bengal). 

jRhipidura albicollis, Blanf. & Oates, ii. p. 63. 

VemaGular names. ChoTe-dayal (Beng.) ; CkcJc~dil (N. W. 
Provinces) ; Nam-dit-nom (Lepcha). 
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Description. I’orehead, fore crown, lores, o\er and under the 
eye, ear-coverts and front of chin black; a short supercilium 
white ; the crown of the head changes gradually into the sooty- 
brown of the rest of the plumage, slightly lighter and more ashy 
below ; throat white, thn feathers with black bases, the white 
produced as a semi-collar up the sides of the neck ; all but the 
central pair of tail-feathers are tipped with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep brown ; the eyelids grey ; bill, 
legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 185 to 195 mm. ; wdng 73 
to 87 mm. ; tail 95 to 115 mm. ; tarsus about 175 to 185 mm. ; 
culmen about 10 mm. 

Young Dark brown above and below, the feathers edged and 
barred above with rufous and edged below with the same ; the 
wing-coverts are edged with rufous; the white chin is absent in 
the very young and the white supercilium is small and broken. 



Fig. 44. — ^Bill of J?. a. alhicolhs. 

Young birds in otherwise adult plumage are generally rather pale 
and rusty below. 

Birds from the Southern Punjab, Central Provinces and Chota 
Nagpur are very pale and very rusty below, probably because they 
are all young birds. My jS. a. stanhyi from the Abor Hills cannot 
be maintained, the supposed difEerences in its plumuge being due 
‘partly to make up and partly to individual variation. 

DistributioiL. The Himalayas from Murree to Eastern Assam, 
Burma, Shan States, Yunnan, Annam, Siam, Cochin Chin, Hainan 
and Malay States. Birds from Sumatra have been separated as 
22. a. atrata and Bornean birds seem to agree with these. 

Nidification. Differs in no way from that of the species' 
22. aurtola. The nest is the same beautiful little compact cone or 
cup of fine, cobweb-covered grass placed in similar positions but 
perhaps more often found in open forest or on the extreme outskirts 
of evergreen forest. In the Khasia Hills and Chin Hills it also 
breeds in the lowest ranges of pine-forests between 4,000 and 
5,000 feet. Eggs are laid from March to July, but the greatest 
number in May. They number three or four and are quite 
indistinguishable from those of the other species. One hundred 
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eggs average 17*3 x 13-0 mm. : maxima 18*2 x 13*6 mm. ; minima 
16*1 X 13*0 and 16-9 x 12‘0 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus, but it ascends tlie Himalayas to a 
greater height than does i2. aureola. It is found near MuiTee, 
Simla States and in Grarhwal constantly up to 7,000 feet and 
more rarely up to 9,000 feet. 

(704) Hliipidura javanica javanica. 

The Jatan Pahtail Plyoatchee. 

Mtcacicapa javanica Sparrm., Mus. Carls., iii, pi. 76 (1738) (Java). 

Wiipidura javanica. Blaiif. & Oates, ii, p. 54. 

Vernacular names. Nok-i-^en^ Kolc-pen^ Xolc-pi (Siam). 

Description. — Adult male. A short, nearly concealed siiper- 
cilium white ; crown, point of chin and a band across the breast, 
sides of neck and head sooty-black; whole upper plumage brown, 
the tail darker, all but the tw o central pair tipped with white ; 
throat white; lower plumage from breast to under tail-coverts 
white suffused wdth biiff; in quite fresli plumage the wing-coverts 
are very narrowly tipped with rufous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill, legs and feet blade. 

Measurements. Total length about 180 mm. ; wing 73 to 
82 mm. ; tail 90 to 100 mm. ; tarsus about 19 to 2o mm. ; ciilmen 
about 12 mm. 

Female like the male, but rather more buif below. 

Young barred above with rufous and breast mottled with rufous 
and brown. 

Distribution. Cochin China, Siam, Burma south tlirougU the 
Malay States. 

Nidification. Quite similar to that of the two preceding 
species. The nest, like that of those birds, is cone-shaped with 
a tail pendent below^ it and may be placed either on a small 
branch or from a small bamboo-twig in open country, gardens or 
compounds. The eggs, two in number and very rarely three, are 
like those of the other species of this genus. Pifty eggs average 
7*4x13*0 mm. : maxima 19*1 X 13*2 and 17*4x12*6 mm.; 
minima 16*3 X 13*0 and 17*5x12*4 mm. 

This bird breeds in Siam and Tenasserim from March to 
August, certainly having two broods as ,a rule and possibly 
sometimes three. 

Habits. According to Blessrs. Williamson and Herbert this 
Pantail Warbler is essentially a bird of the open country, especially 
affecting gardens aiid the vicinity of villages and cultivation. 
Shady trees seem tp he equally a necessity and it is not found 
often in scrub and bush jungle. In flight, voice, food, etc., it 
differs in no way from its relations. 
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(705) Ehipidura pectoralis. 

Thb White-spotted EaotaiIj Elycatciiee. 

Lemocerca ][iectoralis Jerd., 111. Ind. Orn., text to pi. li (1847) 
(Nilgiris). 

Sliipidura pectorahs. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 55. 

VernacTilar names. 'None recorded. 

Description. Similar to JB. j^javanica, but with the lateral tail- 
feathers shading from dark brown at the base to pale whity-brown 
at the tip. The black of the breast-collar is produced lower down 
on the flanks and lower breast and is heavily spotted with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel ; bill, legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 170 to 175 mm. ; wing 
69 to 79 mm. ; tail 84 to 93 mm. ; tarsus about 20 mm. ; culmen 
10 mm. 

Young have the upper parts brown, the feathers edged with 
rufous ; the wing-coverts broadly edged with rutous ; the lower 
parts more rufous than the adult and squamated on the breast 
with dark brown. 

Distribution. From the extreme south of India, North through 
Travaucore, Mysore, Bombay, the Aravalli Hills in Eajputana, 
East to Eaipur, Chihalda, Goona and Chanda. It is very common 
in the Nilgiris and other hills of the South-West, but does not 
extend into the true plains to the East. 

Nidiflcation. This Flycatcher breeds from March to July, 
having two or more broods, at all heights from the foot-hills and 
broken country adjacent up to at least 6,000 feet. They 
frequent gardens, orchards and open country round about 
villages, building their nests either in big trees low down, in 
bushes and small fruit-trees or even in shrubs in verandahs of 
houses. Three is the normal number of eggs laid, occasionally 
four and sometimes two only. Neither nest nor eggs are in any 
way distinguishable from those of c(bher birds of this genus. 
Forty eggs average 16-2 x 12*7 mm. : maxima 17*2 X 12*1 and 
16‘7 X 13*0 mm. ; minima 15*0 X 11*6 mm. and 16*2 x 11*6 inm. 

Habits. The White-spotted Fantail Flycatcher is only found * 
in quite open country and more especially in gardens and 
cultivated areas. In its habits there is nothing differing in any 
way from those of other species of the genus HJiipidura, 



LAJTIID^. 


283 



Fig. 45 — Lanius e, lahtora. 


Family LANIID^. 

The intrinsic muscles <5f the syrinx fixed to the ends of the 
bronchial semi-rings ; the edges of both mandibles smooth, or the 
upper one simply notched or toothed, or both ; hinder aspect of 
tarsus smooth, composed of two entire longitudinal jaminm ; wing 
with ten primaries ; tongue non-tubular ; nostrils clear of the 
line of forehead, the lower edge of the nostril nearer to the 
commissure than the upper edge is to the culmen ; plumage of 
the nestling cross-barred ; rectidces twelve ; nostrils more or loss 
overhung by bristles and hairs. An Autumn moult only. 

The Lcmiidce are in many respects very closely allied to the 
Flycatchers both in habits and in structure, the genus E&nxipxis 
even approaching thp Mu8cicaj[)idce in the shape and character of 
the bill. The Shrikes are now generally admitted to be conveniently 
divided into three families : (1) the true Laniidce^ with normal 
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feathering to the rump ; (2) the PericrocotidcSy with the feathers 
of the rump spinous ; (3) the Artamulce^ which differ entirely in 
their legs and wings from either of the other two families. Jerdon 
included the Drongos or Drongo Shrilces in the Lamidce^ but Oates 
kept them in a separate family, Dicruridm, which arrangement 
seems most convenient. Close to the Ply catchers also come the 
Warblers, Syloiidce^ but these are more definitely separated by the 
plumage of the young, which is never barred. 

In the LaniidcBi especially in Lanius^ the bill is very strong and 
is both notched and hooked. Therictal bristles are alwavs present 
and often highly developed ; the tarsus is scutellated and the tail 
has twelve rectrices. The nestling is strongly barred, generally 
both above and below and this barring is retained throughout 
the first winter, though they gradually lessen in degree throughout 
these months. Some species, however, retain the barring to some 
extent for two or more years, whilst females retain it longer than 
males. 


Key to Genera, 

A. . Head not crested. 

a. Tail-feathers strongly graduated. 

Bill strong, deep and laterally 
compressed ; margin of upper mandible 
near tip strongly notched and toothed. 
h\ Bill depressed and broad; margin of 
upper mandible near tip merely 

notched 

h. Tail square and not graduated 

B. Head with long crest 


Genus LAHIUS. 

LaniiiB Linn., S. N., ed. x, p. 93 (1758). 

Type, Lanius excidnior. 

The genus Lanius comprises a very extensive group of birds 
found over the whole of Europe, Asia, and Africa and parts of 
North America. The genus has been split into several genera by 
some scientists but the characteristics employed in separating 
them seem trivial and the divisions quite unnecessary and, possibly, 
misleading. The genus is very well represented in India both by 
residents and by migratory species and subspecies. 

In Lanins the sexes are alike; the bill is very strong and 
laterally compressed, with a large tooth and a deep notch near the 
tip of the upper mandible, which is bent down and hooked. The 
nostrils are nearly round and are almost hidden by numerous 
hairs and bristles. The wings are strong and pointed ; the tail 
is either equal to or longer than the wing and is strongly gradu- 
ated ; the plumage is firm but not spinous. 


Lanius, p. 284. 


Hemipus, p. 305. 
Tephkodornis, p. 308. 
Platylophus, p. 314. 
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Key to Species. 

Al. Upper tail-coverts and central tail-featliers 
of totally different colours. 
a, A white patch on primaries. 

a'. Tail all black and white, the coloiu's 


sharply defined. 

a'\ Back grey. Z. excuhitor, p. 285. 

5''. Back chestnut. 

Upper tail-coverts pale grey .... i. vittatus, p. 289. 

Upper tail-coverts chestnut i. colliirioideSf p. 291. 

c". Back black . L. senator, p. 299. 

b' , Tail black or brown and rufous, the 
colours blending. 

Crown of head black Z. 7ii(j‘i'iceps, p. 292. 

e". Crown of head gre}' Z, scJiach, p. 294. 

5. No white patch on primaries. 

c'. Head and back grey Z. tep7ironotiiSj p. 297. 

d\ Head grey, back chestnut Z. colktrio, p. 298. 

B. Upper tail-coverts and central tail-feathers 
same colour. 

c. Colour of crown and back nearly the same 

rufous or brown Z. cristatiis, p 300. 

d. Crown grey: backchestnut, barred with 

black Z. tiyrinus, p. 304. 


Lanins ezcnbitor. 

Zanius excuhitor Linnoeus, S. N., ed. z, p. 94 (1758). 
Type-locality : Europe ; restricted to Sweden. 


Key to Svbspecies. 

A. Middle pair of tail-feathers all black. 

a. Lesser wing-coverts black with or 

without grey tips 

b. Lesser wing-coverts entirely grey. ^ 

a'. Inner webs of secondaries chiefly 

white 

b\ Inner webs of secondaries chiefly 
black ..... 

B. Middle pair of tail-teathers with white 

bases 


Z, e, lahtora, p. 285. 


Z. e, pallidirostris, p, 287. 
Z. t, aucheri, p. 288. 

Z. e. przemaUhii, p. 289. 


( 706 ) Lanius excubitor lahtora. 

The IsBiAjf G-eey Sheikb. 

CoUurio lahtora Sykes, P. Z.S., 1^2, p. 86 (Deccan). 

Zanius Idhtm'a. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 459, 

Vemacnlar names. Budiya latora (Hind.) ; Safed latora (Hind, 
in the U.P. and N.W.); Kach-Icacha-latora (Beng.); CMiiIca- 
hilincki, Pedda-hiriti-gadu (TeL). 

Description. Eorehead, lores, a band passing round the eye, 
ear-coverts, down the side of the neck and often turning down 
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towards the breast as a semi-collar black ; upper plumage bluish 
grey, palest on the rump and upper tail-coverts; two middle 
pairs of tail-feathers black with very small white tips, the next 
two pairs with increasingly broader tips and also white bases ; outer 
pairs white with only the shafts and a small portion of the inner 
webs black ; scapulars white ; wing- coverts black, the innermost 
lesser coverts more or less tipped with grey; primaries black, 
with broad white bases and the innermost with narrow white 
edges to the tips ; secondaries with the outer webs black with 
white tips and most of the inner webs white except the innermost 
secondaries which are black with white tips only ; whole lower 
plumage pure white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill, legs and feet 
black. 

Measurements. Total length about 2o0 mm. ; wing 104- to 
116 mm. ; tail 100 to 115 mm. ; tarsus 31 to 32 mm.; culmen 
18 to 20 mm. 



Fig. 46. — Head of L. e. lahtora. 

Young have the feathers of the underparts, except on the 
abdomen, faintly barred and edged with brown and the wing-coverts 
edged with fulvous. 

Nestling is heavily barred above and below with dark brown 
and the edges of the wing-coverts are broadly edged with fulvous. 
There are no nestling specimens of this extremely common bird 
in the British Museum collection. 

Distribution. Throughout the plains of India as far South as 
Belgaum and throughout the Deccan and Central Provinces, as 
far East as Calcutta, where it is rare and probably not resident. 
North it is found from Sind all along the bases of the Himalayas 
as far East as Behar, Chota Nagpore and the drier districts of 
'Western Bengal. 

Nidification. The Indian Grey Shrike is resident and breeds 
wherever found except in the wetter, more heavily forested 
portions of Eastern Bengal and possibly the Western Ghats, into 
which it only wanders in the dry season. It breeds throughout 
the plains, in the Deccan tableland up to 2,000 feet and in the 
Himalayas to about the same height. It makes a deep balky 
nest of grass, roots, bark or almost any vegetable material, mixing 
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it with oddments of cloth, wool, hair, feathers, etc., lining it 
with any soft material such as hair, wool or grass but not feathers. 
It places it low down in any bush or tree but prefers such as are 
in the open, especiall}’' if they are thorny and dense, and it never 
breeds in forest or in damp shady cover. The eggs number three 
to six, generally four or five and are typical Shrikes’ eggs but of 
the duller type. The ground-colour varies from the palest sea- 
green, buffy or white to a fairly warm buff or dull grey-green, 
whilst the markings consist of small specks and larger blotches of 
brown or reddish brown, with secondary markings of neutral tint 
and dark grey. As a rule, the blotches are most numerous at the 
larger end and rather sparse elsewhere but in a few eggs they are 
numerous everywhere. The creamy or pink type of egg is very 
rare in this species. 

Habits. The Indian Grey Shrike is a bird of open country and 
prefers plains with thin scrub, thorny bushes or small trees and, 
though it is also often found in cultivated country or in the vicinity 
of towns and villages, it certainly keeps for choice to the wilder 
less frequented parts. It watches for its prey from the top of a 
tall bush or low tree, generally seizing it on the ground or taking it 
from a branch or twig though occasionally it will seize a passing 
grasshopper on the wing, often, also, catching termites in this 
manner. It feeds on all kinds of insects and also on young or 
weak birds, mice and small reptiles and is not above robbing a 
nest when unguarded. It does sometimes fix its captures on 
thorns, though it does not seem to keep a larder so regular^ as does 
the Eed-backed Shrike. Most of its notes are very harsh and 
grating, but during the breeding-season it has a sweet song. In 
the North-west it is said to have been formerly trained to catch 
small birds like a Falcon but this form of native sport seems 
now to have died out. 


(707) Lanins ezcabitor pallidirostris. 

The Auied 6 bet Sebiee. 

Lamus paUidirostHs Oassin, Proc. Acad. Philad., v, p. 244 (1852) 
(E. Africa). 

* Lanins assimilis, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 460. 

Vernacnlar names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to L. €. lahtora but has no black on the 
forehead and the black does* not extend beyond the ear-coverts 
on the neck ; the white above the eye is more distinct, forming a 
faint supercilium ; the lesser wing-coverts are all grey ; the 
secondaries have more black and less white and the under surface 
of the body is often suffused with pink. 

Colonrs of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill pale horny ; legs 
and feet dark horny to blackish. 
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Measurements. Total length about 250 mm.; wing 105 to 
111 mm. ; tail 95 to 111 mm. ; tarsus about 32 mm. ; culmeu 18 
to 19 uim. 

Distribution. Trans-Caspia to Syr Darya, through Persia to 
Persian Baluchistan, Central Asia to Lob Nor and Tian-Shan. 
In Winter to Nubia and Somaliland and as a straggler into North- 
west India where it has been obtained once only in the Punjab. 

Nidification and Habits. There is practically nothing on 
record, though probably neither will be found to differ in any way 
from that of the preceding bird. 

(70S) Lanius excubitor aucheri. 

Boitapabtb’s Gtbey Shrike. 

Lanius auclieri Bonpte., Bev- ZooL, 1853, p. 294 (Persia). 

Lanius fallax, Blanf. & Oates, i, p- 460. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Very like ^alUclirostris, but with a very narrow 
black forehead, rather grey breast and abdomen, and more black 
and less white on the secondaries. 

Colours of soft parts as in jpallidirostris but with the bill black. 

Measurements. Wing 104 to 110 mm., “ 107 to 116 (Eartert). 

Distribution. Persia, Mesopotamia and Palestine to N E. Africa 
ill Winter ; Afghanistan, Baluchistan and N.W. Frontier of India 
and very rarely into the Plains of - the Punjab and N.W. Frontier 
Province. 

The series of birds with black bills assigned by Oates in the 
first volume of the Ayifaiina to Lanius assimilis (=L, c. pallidi- 
rostris) are typical in all respects with this form. Its occurrence 
therefore wdthin our limits is more frequent than has hitherto 
been considered to he the case, whereas the occurrence of 
Ipallidirostris is extremely rare. 

Nidification. This Shrike breeds in considerable nnmbers in 
Palestine, making a bulky nest of thorny twigs, grasses and roots, 
lined wdth wool only, very similar to that of our Indian Grey 
Shrike. This it places in bushes and low trees, preferably such 
as are thorny and dense, standing in open country, occasionally 
in thickets or orchards. The eggs number four to six and are 
quite indistinguishable from those of Lanius e. laMora. Eighty 
eggs average 26’2xl9'4 mm.: maxima 29*2x19*2 and 27*5 x 
20 6 mm. ; minima 24*01 x 8*3 mm. The breeding-season is from 
early March to early May. 

Habits. To what extent this Shrike is migratory is not well 
known. Even in its most Northern habitat many birds are 
resident throughout the year and probably its appearance in 
Winter in its most Southern latitudes is due more to individual 
wanderings rather than to any true migration. In its habits 
generally it differs in no way from its nearest allies. 
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(709) Lanius excuMtor przewalskii. 

Bogdaitow’s Gbbt Shrike. 

Lanitis przeivalsMi Bogd., Wur. der Buss. Faun., p. 147 (1881) 
(Tashkent). 

Lanius homeyeri, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 461- 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to pallidirostris^ but generally paler ; the 
forehead, rump and upper tail-coverts much whiter and the bases 
of all the tail-feathers white. The secondaries generally have more 
black and less white than in the Allied Grey Shrike, but this 
character is very unreliable and some individuals have the greater 
part of these feathers white. 

Colonrs of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill dark horny, paler on the 
mandible and base of maxilla, specimens killed in the breeding- 
season all have the bill black ; legs and feet dark horny- brown to 
black. 

Measurements. Wing 108 to 122 mm. ; tail 106 to 118 mm. ; 
tarsus about 30 mm. ; culmen 18 to 19 mm. 

Distribution. Turkestan to Samarkand and Ferghana, Kuldja, 
Tian Shan, East Turkestan to the Gobi Desert. In Winter to- 
South Biussia and to Gilgit. 

NidMcation. The only clutch of eggs I have seen of this Shrike 
are like those of L* e. exovhitoT and measure about 26*0 x 19'4. 

Habits. Those of the species. 


(710) Lanius vittatus. 

The Bat-backbd Shrike, 

Lanius vittatus Valenc., Diet. Sci. Nat., xi, p. 227 (1826) 
(Pondicherry) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 462. 

Vernacular names. Peuihanah (Hind.) ; CJioto Tcilatm'a (Beng.) ; 
CJienna hilinhi, Venm-dega (Tel.) ; Kichaing-kuravi (Tam.). 

Description. Lores, forehead, anterior crown and a broad band 
including and behind the ear-coverts black ; posterior crown white 
or pale grey shading into grey on the nape and hind neck ; back 
and scapulars deep chestnut to maroon ; rump white fading into 
grey on the upper tail-coverts ; central tail-feathers all black, the 
next pair with white bases and tips, the white increasing in extent 
on each succeeding pair until the outermost is nearly all white ; 
wings black, the coverts narrowly edged with maroon, the 
primaries with a broad patch of white at the base and the 
secondaries narrowly edged with whitish ; chin, throat and centre 
of the abdomen white ; breast and upper abdomen fulvous ; flanks 
ferruginous ^ under wing-co verts and axillaries white. The colour 
of the plumage of this Httle Shrike varies very greatly individually, 

VOIi. II. 
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but without any relation to habitat. Some birds have the crown 
practically pure white, others show no white at all ; some speci- 
mens have the chestnut of the back very dull, with the grey 
of the nape running into it. Probably the oldest birds have the 
maroon back deepest in colour and the posterior crown the purest 
white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black in adults, 
dark horny-brown in the young; legs and feet dusky slate to 
black. 

Measurements. Total length about 180 mm.; wing 81 to 
88 mm. ; tail 80 to 94 mm. ; tarsus 23 to 24 mm. ; culmen about 
14 mm. 

Nestling. Upper parts grey tinged with rufous and barred with 
brown ; wing-coverts grey, greyish brown or light dull chestnut 
■edged with dark brown ; quills dark brown edged with white or 
pale chestnut; below white with faint narrow bars on breast 
and Hanks. 

The young appear to go through a transition-stage between this 
and the adult plumage; the upper parts become grey with a 
more or leas pronounced chestnut back ; a line through the eye 
and ear-coverts brownish black; breast and underparts white 
fiuffused with buff and retaining faint brown bars on the upper 
breast. 

Bistrihution. The whole of India, South to Mysore, Nilgiris, 
Palni Hills and North Travancore ; North to the Himalayas up to 
-6,000 ft. ; East to Behar and the drier districts of Western 
Bengal, Ohota Nagpore, etc. 

Nidiffcation. The Bay-backed Shrike breeds throughout the 
Plains of India and in the Himalayas up to at least 6,000 feet, at 
which elevation Dodsworth took its nest in the Simla States. The 
nest is a small replica of that of Lanius e. lahtora^ a deep cup 
made of grass mixed with almost any kind of soft material, but 
with the inner part of grass alone. Usually it has more cobweb 
used in its construction than is used by the Grey Shrike. It 
builds its nest in trees or high bushes in gardens, by road-sides, 
in thin scrub or deciduous jungle but never in heavy forest. The 
eggs are like those of Lanius e. laTitora and go through the same 
variations, the pink type being equally or even more rare. One 
hundred eggs average 20-8 x 15*7 mm. : maxima 23’1 x 16-2 and 
22-1 X 17*1 mm.; minima 19*7 x 15*1 and 20-3xl4’l mm. The 
breeding-season lasts from early April to the end of July, and 
they lay four or five eggs, often only three, sometimes, Hume, 
as many as six. 

Habits. This little Shrike is a bird of the open drier country 
frequenting gardens, cultivated and barren tracts but not entering 
into the more heavily forested areas. It is very tame and confiding 
in its ways, has a sweet song of its own and is an admirable mimic 
of other birds. 
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(711) Lauius coUurioides. 

The Btiemesb Shrike. 

Lanius coUurioides Less., Voy. B^lang., p. 250 (1834) (Pegu) ; 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 462. 

Vernacular names. JECnet-heloo (Burmese). 

Description* Lores, forehead and ear-coverts black ; the black 
of the forehead changes to dark grey on the crown and then to 
paler grey on the nape ; back, rump, upper tail-coverts and 
scapulars deep chestnut ; central tail-feathers black with very 
narrow white tips ; the next three pairs with rather broader tips, 
the penultimate pair white, with the inner web broadly black; 
the outermost pair all white with black shafts ; wing-coverts 
nearly black with chestnut edges ; primary-coverts and quills black, 
the latter with a broad white patch at the base ; secondaries black 
edged with chestnut ; under plumage white, sometimes almost 
pure with the faintest fulvous tinge and, sometimes, with a strong 
fulvous-chestnut wash. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale reddish brown to dark red; 
bill horny-brown, black at the tip and on the culmen, fleshy at 
the base and on the gonys ; legs and feet slate-grey to almost 
black. 

Measurements. Total length about 220 mm. ; wing 82 to 
90 mm.; tail 86 to 95 mm. ; tarsus about 23 mm. ; culmen 13 to 
14 mm. 

Nestling. Above fulvous-grey washed with chestnut on the back 
and barred with dull black ; the lower plumage is dull white with 
narrow bars of dull brown on breast, flanks and abdomen ; the 
-ear-coverts are brown. 

Voung birds are grey above changing to dull pale chestnut on 
the back and rump ; below fulvous-white washed with chestnut 
on the flanks. 

Distribution. Cachar, Manipur and Hills South of the Brahma- 
putra to Teriasserim in the South, Annam, Siam and there is 
also a specimen from South-West China in the British Museum 
collection. 

Nidification. The Burmese Shrike breeds in the hills of South 
Assam, Burma and Siam etc., between 3,000 and 6,000 feet m 
the months of April to June, a few birds laying in the end of 
March. Harington describes the nest as “ neatly made ot leaves, 
lichen and feathers etc., covered with cobwebs, and lined with 
fine grass. The size of the nest varies a good deal, if placed in 
between branches it is much smaller and matches the tree-trunk, 
if concealed by leaves it is much larger.” Other nests found by 
him later in the Bhamo Hills were made principally of grass. The 
eggs are of many types, the ground being white, cream, pink-butt 
or pale greenish and the marks consist of blotche^ ^spots and 
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specks of reddish hrown or grey-brown with secondary markings 
of neutral tint or pale lavender ; generally they are distributed in 
a dense ring at the larger end and are sparse elsewhere but the 
distribution varies greatly. One hundred eggs average 21*1 x 
16*4 mm.: maxima 25*0 x 17*0 and 22*1x18*0 mm.; mimima 
18*3 X 15*3 and 19*8 x 15*0 mm. 

Habits. This handsome Shrike is resident throughout its range, 
but in the winter wanders lower down the hills almost to the foot- 
hills and in summer is found up to 8,000 feet. Except during 
the early part of the breeding-season they are bold birds not 
shunning observation but at this particular time they are very 
shy and secretive. They keep to open country or thin forest and 
are common in the vicinity of villages and in the cultivation round 
them. Their song is sweet and full and they have a large variety 
of other notes, both harsh and musical. 


Lanius nigriceps. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Chestnut above less rich ; base of tail 

with less white L. n. nigriceys^ p. 292. 

B. Chestnut above much richer ; base of 

tail more broadly white L.n. longicatidatus, p. 294. 

(712) Lanius nigriceps nigriceps. 

The Indian Black-headed Shkike. 

Collurio nigi'iceps Frank., P. Z. S., 1831, p. 117 (Ganges, Calcutta, 
Benares). 

Lanius rdgnceps. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 463. 

Vernacular names. SdkriJc-;p7io (Lepcha). 

Description. Whole upper part of head, cheeks and neck black ; 
upper back, shading from the black, ashy, this again merging 
into the light chestnut of the back, rump, scapulars and upper 
tail-coverts : tail tipped with pale dull chestnut, the two outer- 
most pairs nearly all of this colour with black shafts and more or 
less black shading on the inner webs ; wing-coverts blackish brown, 
with narrow rufous edges when quite fresh ; primaries black with 
a rather small white patch at their bases; inner secondaries 
brown with broad chestnut edges ; chin, throat and breast white 
grading into fulvous-chestnut on the flanks, vent and under tail- 
coverts; under wing-coverts and axillaries white with black 
bases. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; hill black in the 
breeding-season, but with horny-coloured base in winter ; legs and 
feet dark slaty-black or dark brown. 

Measurements. Wing 88 to 99 (1 specimen, Yunnan, 108)mm. ; 
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tail 108 to 126 mm,, rarely up to 130 mm. ; tarsus about 28 nim. ; 
oulmen about 16 mm. (Sikiim) to 18 mm. (Yunnan). 

Young. Above fulvous-chestnut or chestnut-grey, each feather 
barred and edged with brown or black ; below white washed with 
fulvous, \vell barred on the flanks with brown and less strongly 
barred on the breast. Some birds are almost unmarked below, 
whilst others are barred throughout distmctl 3 ^ 

Distribution. The Himalayas from G-arhwal East to Assam, 
N. Chm Hills, Kachin Hills, N. Siam and Yunnan. 

Nidi£cation. The Indian Black-headed Shrike breeds in great 
numbers in the Hills of South Assam between 4,000 and 6,000 feet. 
In the Hills North of the Brahmaputra it is not nearly so common 
but ascends them up to 7,000 feet or perhaps even higher. It 
lays during April, May and June, sometimes having two broods. 
The nest is a very large compact cup made entirely of grass with 
the white feathery ends attached and so placed that all these are 
on the outside, making the nest look like a huge white powder- 
puff. It is placed in any kind of bush or small tree but, generally, 
more or less in the open or on the outskirts of forest, never far 
inside heavy forest. The eggs number four to six and range 
through ail even greater variation than the Bed-backed Shrike. 
The ground-colour may be pink, cream, yellowish, buff, greyish 
or greyish green or clear pale green ; the markings consist of 
blotches and spots of reddish brown or light reddish on the 
pinker eggs or of grey-brown, greenish brown or purplish brown 
on the grey and green types, in each there being also a certain 
number of secondary markings of pale grey and neutral tint. In 
most eggs the markings form a ring at the larger end and are 
sparse elsewhere, but in some they are scattered all over the 
surface. Two hundred eggs average 23*6x17-9 mm.: maxima 
26-2 X 19*0 and 24*0 x 19*2 mm. ; minima 21*0 x 17*0 and 23*0 x 
16*5 mm. 

Habits. This fine Shrike is very common in the greater part of 
Assam wherever the country is at all open or wherever there is a 
certain amount of cultivation, even if this only means a few 
scattered fields of hill rice in among heavy forest. It is a bold 
fearless bird, in no way shunning observation and even breeding 
close to human habitations. It is, perhaps, the finest of all Indian 
songsters and, when the hen is sitting, the cock-bird will sing for 
a quarter of an hour at a stretch from some adjacent branch or 
post. The notes are very rich and full, wonderfully modulated, 
and the song itself varied and sustained. 

It feeds principally on insects, especially grasshoppers, but does 
not disdain small birds and other prey, making a larder just as 
the English butcher-bird does but always at some distance from 
the nest. 

In Winter it is found all over the foot-hills and also m the 
plains for some distance from them. 
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(713) Laaius uigriceps longicaudatus. 

The Siam Blaok-heabbd Shrike. 

LaniuB nigriceps subsp, longicaudatas O.-Grant, Nov. Zool., ix, 
p. 480 (1902) (Bangkok, Siam). 

VernacxLlar names. None recorded. 

Description. Chestnut of the upper parts much richer than in 
the preceding bird ; the patch ot white at the base of the tail 
much larger and the tail itself generally longer. Otherwise 
similar to the typical form. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Indian Black-headed Shrike. 

Measurements. Wing 93 to 99 tnm. ; tail 130 to 155 mm. ; 
tarsus about 29 mm. ; culmen about 18 mm. 

Distribution* Central South Siam, Tenasserim and Peninsular 
Siam and Burma. Two specimens sent me taken near Amherst 
with the nest and eggs were both orthis race with tails measuring 
140 and 144 mm. respectively. 

Nididcation. Mr. E. G. Hartert took several nests of this 
Shrike in Siam. He says, ‘^The usual nesting-site is a small tree 
or bush in scrub-jungle or, not infrequently, a solitary ‘ Makam- 
tate ’ tree {PitJiecolohiurri dulee) out among the paddy-fields. The 
nest is buUt at 10 to 20 feet from the ground and is a deep cup- 
shaped structure, composed of grass-stems and fine creepers 
firmly packed together, with a neat lining of roots and grasses. 
May and June is the nesting-season.*^ The eggs, three to five in 
number, are indistinguishable from those of the last bird. Twenty- 
four eggs average 24*lxl8’3 mm.: maxima 27*5 X 19*0 mm.; 
miuima 20*3 X 17'0 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of the Indian Black-headed Shrike, 
but it is found in the plains and low hOls during the breeding- 
season as well as in Winter aud appears to be resident. According 
to Herbert and Williamson it is very common round about 
Bangkok. 

Lanius schach. 

Lanius sclutclh Linn., S. N., ed. x, p. 94 (1768), 

Type-locality; China. 

■ Key to Subspecies. 

A. Upper back more or less suffused with 

rufous Z. 8 . erythronotm, p. 296 . 

B. Upper back with no tinge of rufous L, s. caniceps^ p. 296. 

I retain Lanius t^hrmotus as a species. It has no white wing- 
speculum and has the tail always brown, not black. These two 
features are constantly present throughout all the races of schacTi 
from Europe to Formosa, and the absence of them in Uphromtus 
seems to me of sufficient importance to warrant its specific 
separation. 
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(714) Lauius schach. erythronotns. 

The Bxr£ons-BA.OEED Shbiee. 

CMurio erythronotns Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 42 (Himalayas, 
Lucknow), 

Lanvus erythronotus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 464. 

Yernacnlar names. Maltiya latora^ Kagala latora (Hind.) ; 
Terra lilinchi (Tel.). 

Description. Forehead, lores and a broad band through the eyes 
and ear-coverts black ; crown, nape, neck, back and a few lesser 
wing-coverts clear light grey merging into rufous on the lower 
back, rump, upper tail-coverts and scapulars ; central two or three 
pairs of tail-feathers black tipped with rufous, outermost pair pale 
rufous-brown with broad rufous tips, remaining pairs intermediate 
in colour ; wing-coverts black, the greater very narrowly edged 
with rufous; quills black; the outer primaries narrowly edged 
with rufous and all but the first three \xdth a broad white patch 
at the base ; inner secondaries broadly .edged with rufous ; below 
white, the flanks, vent and under tail-coverts rufous ; the lower 
breast and sides of the abdomen are generally more or less washed 
with rufous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black ; young birds 
and males in "Winter have the base of the bill horny-brown ; legs 
and feet brownish black. 

Heasurements. Total length about 250 to 260 mm. ; wing 
91 to 97 mm. ; tail 100 to 113 mm. ; tarsus 28 to 30 mm. ; 
culmen about 18 to 19 mm. 

Young. More rufescent throughout than the adults ; the whole 
of the upper parts barred with black or dark brown ; the under- 
parts fulvous, the breast and flanks with narrow wavy bars of 
black ; the wing- feathers are very boldly edged with rufous and 
the black line through the eye is only faintly indicated. 

iNestling like the young bird but with no black eye-line and a 
faint whitish supercilium. 

The extent of rufous on the back varies considerably, and in 
specimens from the extreme Horth of India the whole of the 
back to the nape is sometimes strongly suffused with this colour. 
Birds from Central India, South Bombay and the Deccan are 
intermediate between this and the next race but, on the whole, 
nearer the Northern form. 

Distribution. From the extreme North of India as far South, 
about, as Surat on the West and thence in almost a semicircular 
line to the mouths of the (3-odavary Biver on the East. The birds 
in the Southern parts of the Central Provinces are of the next race, 
but those from the Northern Central Province are quite t^ical 
of this one, those in between being, as we should expect, inter- 
mediate in their characteristics. It occurs commonly throughout 
Siud in the West and as far East as Eastern Bengal, where. 
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however^ it is rare. It ascends the Himalayas up to at least 
8,000 feet. 

Hidificatiou. The Hufous-backed Shrike breeds and is resident 
throughout the area recorded above from the Plains up to about 
8,000 teet, its nest having been taken at this elevation near 
Q-ulmerg. The nest is a deep cup generally very compactly put 
together, but sometimes, for a Shrike^s nest, it is very loose and 
untidy. The materials used are twigs, roots, grass, scraps of wool 
and all sorts of oddments, the lining being of grass alone and it is 
placed in a high bush or in a tree between four feet and twenty feet 
from the ground. The eggs are like those of Lwmus e, lalitora, but 
9 out of 10 have a clearer brighter ground-colour, whilst they are 
normally rather smaller. Eggs with a cream or pink ground, 
though not as rare as are red eggs of Z. e. lahtora^ are not 
common. Two hundred eggs average 23*7 x 18*1 mm. : maxima 
27*4x18*0 and 25*0 x 19*5 mm.; minima 21*3 x 18*0 and 24*0 x 
17*0 mm. 

The principal breeding months are April, May and June, but 
nests and eggs may be found any time from March to September, 
and many birds must rear two or even three broods. 

Habits. The Rufous-backed Shrike is not migratory in the true 
sense of the word, though it moves locally under stress of weather 
and food-conditions and, to some extent, vertically with the seasons. 
In its habits it is much like the Indian Grey Shrike but it is a 
much bolder bird, often having been known to attack small birds in 
cages as well as small birds and reptiles in a state of nature. Like 
all Shrikes, however, its principal food consists of large insects, 
such as beetles, locusts, grasshoppers, etc. It is said to have a 
harsh voice with no song worth the name but to be a good 
mimic. 


(715) Lanius schach caniceps. 

The SouTHBEisr Gbby-ba.ckbd Shkixb. 

Lanim camce^s Blyth, J. A. S. B., xv, p. 302 (1846) (South India). 

Lamm erythronotm. Blanf. & Oates, i, p, 464 (part.). 

Vernacular names. (Same as for the last bird.) 

Description. Differs from the Northern Rufous-backed Shrike 
in having no trace of rufous on the upper back. 

Measurements. Wing 87 to 95 mm. ; tail 110 to 119 mm. ; 
tarsus 28 to 29 mm. ; culmen 18 to 19 mm. 

Young birds and Nestlings are not separable from those of 
the last bird but are generally less rufous. 

W^l)ution. Ceylon and South India as far North as Bombay 
and Poona in the West and the mouths of the Godavary Eiver 
on the East. Oyer a very large area in Central India the birds 
are intermediate between the two races, varying yerv much 
mdividually, ■’ 
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MdMcation. Similar to that of the last bird. The breeding- 
season in Ceylon seems to be February and March, in Travancore 
March and April, and in the Deccan May, June and July, but eggs 
may also be found in many other months. The eggs are in no 
way distinguishable from those of the Northern form, though red 
eggs seem to be most exceptional and I have seen none such. 
One hundred eggs average 22- 6 x 18*0 mm. : maxima 24*9 x 
19*2 mm. ; minima 20*0 X 18*1 and 20*6 x 16*8. 

Habits differ in no way from those of the preceding bird. 

(716) Lanius tephronotas. 

The G-EEY-BACKEn Sheike. 

Collurio tephronotus Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 43 (Himalayas, 
Gyantse, Tibet). 

Lanius tephronotus, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 465. 

Yemacular names. BTiadraya (Nep. Hills) ; BagaliOr-tentlia 
(Nep. Plains); Sdlcrik-plio (Lepcha) ; Totem (JBhut.); Dre-dre 
(Tibet). 

Description. Similar to X. s, eaniceps but a very much darker 
grey, this colour extending on to the rump and lesser wing-coverts ; 
the central tail-feathers are chestnut-brown, not black, slightly 
darker only than the lateral ones; there is no wing-speculum 
of white and the rufous edges to coverts and quills are more 
pronounced ; below there is generally much more rufous. 

Colours of soft parts. The same as in Lanius soliach. 

Measurements. Wing 96 to 106mm.; tail 100 to 117 mm.; 
tarsus about 28 to 29 mm. ; culmen about 17 mm. 

Nestling not distinguishable from that of L, scIiacJi. 

Young like that of the Eufous-backed Shrike but with no wing- 
speculum and a chestnut-brown tail. 

Distribution. Gilgit, Northern Kashmir, Ladak and the 
greater part of Tibet to Western China ; in Winter extending in 
India into the Punjab, United Provinces, Behar, Bengal and over 
the greater part of Burma as far South as Pakjan, 

Nidiffcation. The Grey-backed Shrike breeds iu very great 
numbers in all the higher plateaus in Tibet from 10,000 to 
15,000 feet. It makes a typical Shrike-like nest, a massive cup 
of fine twigs, grass, leaves and roots, nearly always mixed with 
wool and hair. It is generally lined with grass only- but 
sometimes with wool or with wool and hair mixed. Almost any 
kind of site seems to satisfy this Shrike provided it is not too high. 
Some nests are placed low down in small thorny bushes within a 
foot of the ground, others in willows or small trees up to 20 feet 
high. The eggs number three to six, the number varying according 
to the year and possibly according to the food-supply. In some 
seasons three or four seems the normal clutch and the birds 
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themselves are comparatively scarce, in other years the birds 
swarm and clutches of six are quite common. The eggs are like 
those of Lanius schaGh but, as a whole, very dull-coloured, and I 
have only seen one egg of the pink type. Two hundred eggs 
average 24-9 x lS-7 mm. : maxima 27-3 X 19-3 mm. ; minima 
22’0 X 18*5 and 26*0 x 17*1 mm. The breediug-season lasts from 
May into August. 

Habits. The G-rey-backed Shrike is a bird of very great 
altitudes wandering up to 16,000 feet in Summer, whilst even in 
Winter many birds remain at 9,000 and 10,000 feet, though the 
great majority migrate down to the lower and foot hills or into 
the Plains themselves. As usual, the young migrate farthest 
afield and those found far South are nearly always immature. 
In their general habits they are like the rest of the genus but 
there is nothing on record about their song. 

(717) Lanius coUurio. 

The Ebd-bacxei) Shbikb. 

Lanim coUurio Linn., S. N., ed. x, p. 94 (1758) (Europe, Sweden) j 
Blanf . & Oates, i, p. 466. 

yemacular names. None recorded. 

Description, Eorehead, lores and a line through the eye and 
ear-coverts black ; above the hack a faint line of white ; crown, 
nape and neck clear grey ; back, scapulars and wing-coverts dull 
chestnut to dull maroon ; rump and upper tail-coverts grey, 
sometimes slightly tinged with rufous ; central tail-feathers dark 
reddish hrowii to black, the lateral feathers white with a large 
patch of brown near the tip ; concealed portions of wing-coverts 
brown; quills brown, the primaries narrowly, the secondaries 
broadly edged with rufous ; lower plumage rosy-white, the chin, 
throat and under tail-coverts white and often without any rosy 
tint. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill and legs black. 

Measurements, Wing 89 to 98 mm. ; tail 74 to 80 mm, ; 
tarsus 23 to 25 mm, ; culmen 14 to 17 mm. 

Nestling. Above grey or rufous-grey barred with black ; below 
dull fulvous, mottled or squamated with dark brown. 

Young bird like the adult but the breast and flanks squamated 
with narrow- black crescentic bars. 

Distribution. Practically the whole of Europe and Western 
Asia to Trans-Caspia and Persia and in Winter South to North 
Africa, Arabia and North-West India. 

Nidifi-cation. Breeds during June and the last few days of 
May, second broods being found in July. The Bed-backed 
Shrike makes a deep compact cup-shaped nest of grass, roots, 
small twigs etc., which it places in bushes, hedges or thorn-trees 
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at any height from three to twenty feet from the ground. The 
eggs number four to six or, rarely, eight and vary greatly in 
colour. The ground is white, pink, cream or some shade of 
yellow, buflF or green and the markings consist of spots or 
blotches of various shades of red or brown, the ground-colour 
dominating their general tint. Three hundred and sixty eggs 
average 22*1 x 16*4 mm. ; maxima 25*0 x 16'0 and 22*6 x 18*3 mm.; 
minima 18'3 x 15*0 and 22*2 x 14‘0 mm. {Harterty 

Habits. This Shrike only wanders into Indian limits as the 
rarest of stragglers. Col. Butler obtained in at Deesa in Gruzerat 
and Scully recorded it as occurring m Gilgit during migration. 
Since then Ticehurst has recorded several specimens from Sind, 
and he seems to think it is a regular visitor on the autumn 
migrations. 


Lauius senator. 

Lanim smatorJArm,, S. N., ed. x, p. 94 (1758). 

Type-locality: Ehine. 

(718) Lanius senator niloticns. 

The Eastbuh Woodohat-Sheixe. 

Mmeoctmtts niloticus Bonpte., Eev. Zuol., 1853, p. 439 (the White 
Nile). 

Vernacular names. I^one recorded. 

Description. Lores and feathers next the nostrils white ; broad 
forehead and a line through the eyes and ear-coverts, extending 
down the sides of the neck, black; anterior crown, nape and 
hind neck bright chestnut ; back black shading into grey on the 
rump ; upper tail-coverts white ; tail black with white bases and 
tips to each feather, the white increasing laterally until the 
outermost feather is all white with a black patch on the inner 
web ; scapulars white ; wing-feathers black with a broad white 
patch at the base of all the primaries ; inner secondaries edged with 
whitish ; below white, sometimes washed with fulvous but never 
strongly. This form differs from the Western Woodchat in 
having the white bases to the feathers much broader. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; legs and feet horny- 
brown to blackish. 

Measurements. Total length about 180 mm. ; wing 96 to 
104 mm. ; tail 71 to 83 mm. ; tarsus about 25 mm. ; culmeu 14 to 
15 mm. 

Young. Pale grey above, barred throughout with dark brown ; 
below white, very faintly barred on breast and flanks with wavy 
lines of brown ; wing-feathers broadly edged with rufous-white ; 
inner secondaries and scapulars mottled and barred with pale 
rufous and white ; tail like that of the adult. 
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Nestling like the young bird but more definitely barred below. 
Distribution. Breeding in Persia and Palestine and in Winter 
South to ^.E. Africa, Arabia and very doubtfully to India. 
Ticehurst has recorded that the specimen said by Murray to have 
come from Eaolutpur, in Sind, was really sent him by Gumming 
from Pao. It is, however, certain to be obtained at odd times on 
the Afghan-Baluchistan frontier and a specimen sent to me from 
Quetta for identification was undoubtedly this bird. 

Nidification. The Eastern Woodchat breeds in some numbers 
in the hills of Palestine during May and June and in Meso- 
potamia and Persia in April and May. In the first-named country 
it builds in olive-groves, placing its nest in these trees between three 
feet and twenty feet from the ground. The nest is a compact 
massive cup made almost entirely of flowering weeds, the flowering 
ends placed outside so that the nest is very conspicuous. The 
eggs number four to six and are replicas of those o£ the Eed- 
backed Shrike but average rather duller, whilst the pink or cream 
type is exceptional. Porfcy eggs average 22*8 x 16*8 mm. : maxima 
25*0x18*0 and 24*8 x 18*1 mm. ; minima 21*3x16*1 and 22*8 x 
15*5 mm. 

Habits. This Shrike seems to prefer very open country without 
forest but with a sufficiency o£ bushes and orchards. It frequents 
the more barren and stony hill-sides in the Judaean Hills and 
similar country in Persia and Mesopotamia, not being found, 
except as a Winter visitor, in the open plains of the latter country. 
It is not shy and is said to have a rather sweet song, though its 
ordinary notes are harsh and discordant. 


Lanins cristatus. 


Kiy to Subspecies, 


A. No white patch on the primaries. 

a. Crown of head practically the same 

colour as the back. 

a\ A white supercilium and forehead. 
b'. No supercihum or if present very 
slight and fulvous 

b. Crown of head grey 

B. A small white patch at the base of the 

primaries 


Z. c. cristatics, p. 300. 

L. c. isabellinicSj p. 302. 

X. 6*. hccionensiSy p. 302. 

X. c. phoenicuroides, p. 303. 


(719) Lanius cristatus cristatus. 

The Bnowjsr Shbike. 

'Lanins cristatns Linn., S. N., ed. x, p. 93 (1768) (Bengal) ; Blanf. 
& Oates, i, p, 468. 

Vernacular names. KdhMte (Beng.); Ker-Tchelta (Hind.); 
Batte-gada, Batte-lcinti-gada (Tel.); Hnet-beloo (Burm.). 
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Description. Forehead and a well-defined supercilium white; 
lores and a line through the ear-coverts black ; upper plumage 
and wing-coverts brown, strongly tinged throughout with Indian 
red and still purer red on the crown ; upper tail-coverts tinged 
with rufous; tail rufous-brown, obsoletely cross-barred with 
brown and tipped paler; wing-coverts and quills brownish black 
margined with rufous -fulvous ; chin, throat and cheeks white 
remainder of lower plumage bright pale fulvous, richest on the 
flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill bluish horny, 
browner on the terminal half and dark at the tip ; legs slaty- 
brown, claws black. 

Measurements. Total length about 190 mm.; wing 83 to 
91mm.; tail 75 to 87 mm.; tarsus about 25mm.; culmen about 
15 mm. 

Young birds are barred with black on the upper parts ; the 
rufous margins to the wing-feathers are very broad ; the sides 
of the neck, the flanks and breast are also squamated with 
narrow black crescentic bars. 

Nestling like the young bird but even more boldly barred with 
black. 

Distribution. In Summer throughout Siberia from Lake Baikal 
to Kamchatka and possibly the Hills of JSTorthern China. In 
winter it is found practically throughout Northern India as far 
South as Mt. Abu on the West and Orissa on the East. It is 
found over all the Indo-Chinese countries and South China. A 
few birds are resident in the Eastern Himalayas. 

Nidification. Taczanowski describes the nest and eggs taken 
by him as similar to those of L. eollurio, I took a good many nests 
in the North Cachar Hills and these were all massive but not 
very deep cups of grass, roots and weed-stems, lined with grass. 
In nearly every instance they were placed in small trees on the 
outskirts of forest and not on trees and bushes in the open. The 
eggs are exactly like those of Lanius n. nigriceps but considerably 
smaller, though the nests of the two species are so unlike one 
another. Fifty eggs average 21*8 x 16-9 mm. : maxima 23*8 X 
17*1 and 23*0 x 18*0 mm.; minima 20*0 x 17*0 and 22*0 x 
15*2 mm. The breeding-season is from the end of April to the 
end of June. 

Habits. The Brown Shrike is much more a bird of w*ell-wooded 
tracts than are most species of this genus and is often found in 
light forest and the outskirts of evergreen forest when in India. 
In its Northern habitat it is said to frequent marshes and bush- 
covered plains near water but not to enter the surrounding 
forests. It is an active, quicker Shrike in its movements than its 
larger relations and will occasionally seize an insect on the wing 
as a Flycatcher does. 
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(720) Lanins cristatns lucionensis. 

The Philippine Shbike. 

Lanius lucionemis JLinn., S. N., ed. xii, p. 135 (1766) (Luzon) ; 
Blanf. <& Oates^ i, p. 469. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from tlie Brown Shrike in having the 
whole anterior crown grey and the posterior crown grey shading 
into the red of the back; the under surface is generally a darker 
fulvous, though this varies greatly. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Brown Shrike. 

Measurements. Wing 87 to 92 mm. ; tail 77 to 89 mm. ; 
tarsus about 24 to 25 mm. ; culmen about 15 mm. 

Young and Nestlings may at* all stages be separated from 
L. c, cristatus by the greyer head. 

Distribution. Summer, Eastern Siberia and Eastern China, 
Corea and Manchuria. Winter, South China, Burma, Indo- 
Chinese countries, Philippines, Malay Peninsula, Andamans, 
Nicobars, etc. 

Nidification. Mr. J. D. La Touche took many nests of this 
Shrike both at Chinkiang and in N.E. Chihli. He describes 
them as “ large stout cups composed of downy grass tops, feathers, 
twigs, grass-stems and, in two cases, to a great extent, of 
pheasants’ feathers, said to have been all placed in trees at some 
distance from the ground.” The breeding-season is June and 
July. Four seems to be the maximum number laid, and generally 
only three. They are like small, pale and rather grey types of 
eggs of the Eed-backed Shrike but show much less variation in 
tint of ground-colour than is usual in Shrikes’ eggs, this being 
almost invariably a very pale yellowish or greenish white. Fifty 
eggs average 20-0 X 16-4: maxima 23'6 X 17'8 mm.; minima 20'8x 
17'2 and 22*4x 16’0 mm. 

Habits. They are, according to La Touche, very voracious birds 
and he says he has seen them with a locust held in each foot 
and one in the bill. He succeeded in rearing young birds in 
captivity, the young male uttering a very sweet song before it 
was a year old. 

(721) Lanius cristatus isabellinus. 

The Pale Beowh Shrikb. 

Laniiis isahellinua Hempr. & Ehr., Symb. Phys., Aves, fob e, note 
(1829) (Kampada, Arabia) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 467. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Above like L, c. cristatzcs, but much paler ; no gre^ 
on forehead and superciHum absent or, if present, very small and 
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fulvous in colour ; below rosy-buff from chin to under tail-coverts, 
albescent on the middle of the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black in the 
breeding-season, dark horny with paler, more fleshy, base and 
gonys in the winter ; legs and feet horny- to slaty-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 86 to 94 mm. ; tail 64 to 79 mm.., 82 
in one specimen ; tarsus about 25 mm. ; culmen 14 to 15 mm. 

Nestling and Young like those of the Brown Shrike but much 
paler, the rosy tint of the lower parts is not visible in the young. 

Distribution. Mongolian and Daurian Steppes to East 
Turkestan. In Winter South to Persia, Afghanistan, Baluchistan, 
North-West India, Arabia and North-East Africa. 

Nidiffcatiou. The Pale Brown Shrike breeds in the mountains 
of Turkestan and Kussian collectors have taken numerous nests. 
These are described as typical Shrikes’ nests, deep cups made of 
grass and twigs and lined with grass or vegetable down. The 
nests are usually placed in bushes and often quite low down. 
The eggs, which number four to six, are like those of the Red- 
backed Shrike, but smaller and the pink or cream type seems to 
predominate. Eortv eggs average 23*5x16*8 mm.: maxima 
24*1 X 17-2 and 24*0x17*3 mm.; minima 21*0x16*9 and 
22*4 X 16*0 mm. 

Habits. This is a Shrike of sandy and stony desert places with 
scanty grass and scrub cover. Its habits generally are those of 
the genus and call for no special remark. 

(722) Lanius cristatus pliCBnicuroides, 

The Rufous Shhike. 

Lanins pJioenicuroidea Severtz., J. f. O., 1873, p. 347 (Tashkent); 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 468. 

Yernacular names. LdL laJitora (Quetta). 

Description. Similar to the Pale Brown Shrike but darker 
above, with more black on the lores and ear-coverts and with 
some signs always of a white supercilium often extending on to 
the forehead ; below it has the same rosy tinge as in the Pale- 
brown Shrike hut is much more white ; there is always a small 
patch of white at the base of the primaries. 

Colours of soft parts as L, o. isahellinus. 

Measurements. Wing 90 to 96 mm. ; tail 72 to 82 mm. ; 
tarsus about 25 mm. ; culmen about 15 mm. 

Nestlings and Young not separable from those of the preceding 
race. 

Distribution. Breeding in Trans - Caspia, West Turkestan, 
South-West and East Persia, Baluchistan and Afghanistan. In 
Winter it wanders South and is possibly more often found in 
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India than is recognised at present. I have seen specimens from 
Sind, Punjab and one from Oachar. 

Nidification. G-eneral Beth am found this Shrike breeding in 
considerable numbers round about Quetta, between 5,000 and 
7,000 feet in May and June. The nests are said to be “ massive 
cup-like structures of the usual Shrike-type built of grass and all 
sorts of oddments, generally lined with some soft material, such 
as seed-down or wool and the bird has a penchant for adding 
scraps of cloth whenever these are available. They are nearly 
always placed in low thorny bushes and, though easily found, are 
bard to get at. Sometimes they are placed in road-side trees 
between six and fourteen feet.” The eggs number four to six and 
are like those of Lanins collurio but smaller. They are bright 
clean-coloured eggs and the cream and pink types greatly 
predominate. &xty eggs average 22-1 x 17*4 mm. : maxima 
24'0xl7'0 and 23*2x17*2 min. ; minima 21*0x17*0 and 21*3 x 
15*9 mm. 

Habits. The Eufous Shrike frequents open stony ground 
where there are scattered thorn-bushes. Qeneral Betham says 
that its habits are quite typical of the genus : it is generally seen 
perched up on some high thorn-bush, whence it pounces down 
on passing insects. It feeds principally on grasshoppers and 
locusts but eats any kind of insect and also small birds, lizards, 
etc. Its ordinary notes are harsh and unpleasant but its song 
very sweet and full. 


(723) Lanins tigiinns. 

The Thick-billed Shrike. 

Lanius tigrinus Brapiez, Diet. Class. Hist. Nat., xii, p. 528 (1828) 
(Java) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 470. 

Yernacular names. Mozu (Japan). 

Description. Forehead, lores, round the eyes and ear-coverts 
black ; crown, nape, neck and upper back dark grey ; lower back, 
scapulars, wing-coverts, rump and upper tail-coverts chestnut 
barred with black; tail reddish brown, obsoletely barred with 
darker and all but the central feathers tipped with white, preceded 
by a narrow irregular mark of blackish; below white; the 
posterior flanks barred brown and dull chestnut ; the thighs barred 
black and white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; edges of eyelids black ; more 
or less of both mandibles pale plumbeous or pale dull blue ; legs 
and feet pale plumbeous blue, lavender-blue, sometimes almost 
smalt-blue (^ffume md Davison). 

Measurements. Total length about 175 mm,; wing 81 to 
85 mm. ; tail 65 to 71 mm. ; tarsus about 24 mm. ; culmen about 
15 mm. 
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Young. Whole upper surface dull chestnut barred througliout 
■with black ; eye-streak absent or very small ; below white, the 
breast aud flanks sqiiainated narrowly with blackish and tinged 
with cream. 

Distribution. From Ussuri to Korea, Northern China, Japan. 
Ill Winter to South China, the Indo-Chinese countries and Siam, 
Tenasserim, Malay Peninsula and Sumatra. 

Kidiflcation. The Thick-billed Shrike breeds in some numbers 
in Japan, where Alan Owston’s collectors found their nests both on 
Mt. Fuji and also in Sliensii. The nests are described as the 
usual deep cups made ot very miscellaneous articles but chiefly 
of grass and small twigs and they appear to be most often placed 
in low cherry and other fruit-trees in gardens and orchards. The 
eggs number four to six and are like those of Lanins colliimo^ the 
pink type being more numerous than the others. As a series they 
are bright, richly coloured eggs with bold markings. Fiftv eggs 
average 22-2 x 16*7 mm. : maxima 24*1 x 17*2 and 22*0 x 17*8 mm. ; 
minima 21*2 X 16*7 aud 22*4 x 15*3 mm. 

The 7 breed during May and June. 

Habits. Those of the genus but this Shrike prefers well-wooded 
though open country and is not a frequenter of the deserts and 
more arid stony hills. It is often found round about villages and 
cultivation. Alan Owston recorded it as very rarely breeding in 
Japan except in certain years, when it was, on the contrary, very 
numerous during the Summer, especially frequenting orchards. It 
has a sweet and powerful song. 


Genus HEHIPUS. 

ILeimpus Hodga., P. Z. S., 1845, p. 32. 

Type, H, capitalist 

The genus Hemipns contains two Indo-Malayan species wliich 
are found within the area of this work. 

In Hemipns the sexes differ in colour. The bill is about half 
the length of the head, very much depressed and rather wide and 
the nostrils are nearlv hidden by hairs ; the wing is fairly long 
and pointed and the tail-feathers graduated. 


Key to SpecieSt 

A. Tail black with white tips to lateral fea- 

thers and a white wing-bar JT.picatnSf p. 305. 

B. Tail and wings with no white tips nr bars. JI. /lintnchnucenfif p. 308. 


Hemipus picatus. 


Key to Sithspecies. 

A. Head black 

a. Back black like the head 

b. Back brown, contrasting with head. . . . 

B. Head brown | 


H. p.^jicafiis, c?» P- 306. 
H. p. capitalis. i P- 307. 
H. p. picaim, J , p. 300. 
H, p, capitalist $ , p. 307. 

X 


VOL. II. 



806 


liANIlDJE. 


(724) Hemipus picatus picatus. 

The Black-backej) Pied Shhike. 

Muscica'pa picata Sykes, P Z. S., 1832, p^85 (Deccan). 

IlemipiLs picatus. Slanf. & Oates, i, p. 471. 

Vernacular names. Chota hala Latora (Hind.). 

Description. — Adult male. Whole upper plumage glossy black,, 
the feathers of the lower back narrowly and those of the rump 
broadly edged with white, making a white band above the tail- 
coverts ; the lateral tail-feathers tipped with white, this increasing 
in width to the outermost ; wing-feathers black, the median coverts 
and the inner secondaries broadly edged with Avhite and the 
innermost greater coverts white also on the inner webs; chin, 
cheeks and sides of neck, running up in a semi-collar, white;- 
remainder of lower plumage dull vinaceous brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown ; bill black ; legs 
and feet plumbeous brown, the claws almost black. 



F]g, 47. — Head of H. p. picatus. 


Measurements. Total length about 140 mm. ; wing 56 to- 
64 mm. ; tail 51 to 57 mm, ; tarsus about 13 mm. ; culmen about 
11 inm. 

Female, Whole upper plumage dark brown instead of black 
tail as in the male. 

Nestling brown above, barred with rufous and black ; below 
fulvous squamated with bro\vn. 

Distribution. Ceylon, South-Western India from Cape 
Comorin to Bombay; Mlgiris and hills of Mysore, Deccan, 
Bengal, Behar, Tippera, Chittagong, practically the whole of 
Burma except the extreme jS'orth, Malay States, Borneo, Java 
and Sumatra. Of the Annam birds some are of this and some of 
the next race. 

Nidification. The Black-hacked Pied Shrike breeds in Marcli, 
April and May in the Western G-hats, where nests were obtained 
by Messrs. J. Davidson and T. E. Bell, some of which have been 
sent to me. The nests are small shallow saucers made of roots 
line t^^3gs and perhaps a scrap or two of grass, lichen or moss all 
neatly and strongly fastened together with cobwebs. Nearly all 
the nests are built in cotton-trees, generally about ten or twelve- 
feet from the ground hut sometimes as high as 30 feet up and„ 
though the trees are leafless, they are very hard to spot as thev 
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are built on the upper surface of one of the outer branches. 
Even \\'hen found the}’- are sometimes almost impossible to get at. 
The eggs number two or three only ; the ground-colour is a pale 
greenish white and they are thickly and boldly blotched with inky- 
black and with underlying marks of grey. They measure about 
15'0 X 1 2*5 mm.. 

Habits. This little Shrike is curiously like a Elycatcher in its 
ways, catching insects on the wing in little sallies from a branch 
or post but occasionally seizing them on the ground in the usual 
Shrike-like manner. It frequents both tall tree-forest and mixed 
scrub and small tree-cover, often little more than thin bush- 
jungle. In the non-breeding season it is found in quite open 
country and even in gardens and village cultivation. 


(725) Hemipus picatus capitalis. 

The Buowkt-backed Piej> Sheiee. 

Muscicapa capiiaUs IMcClelland, P. Z. S., 1839, p. 157 (Assam); 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 472. 

Vernacular names. Yiyam-^ho (Lepcha). 

Description. — Adult male. Similar to H, jp. picatus^ hut with 
the back, rump and scapulars brown instead of black. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 60 to 67 mm. ; tail 52 to 60 mm. ; 
tarsus 13 to 14 mm. ; culmen about 11 mm. 

Female, Young and Nestling not distinguishable from 
H* y>. picaius. 

Distribution. Himalayas, Kuinaon to East Atsam, North and 
South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur and Northern Chin Hills, 
North Kachin Hills, North and South Shan States, Yunnan, 
Annam, Cochin China and Yuen Chang in China. 

Although the very great majority of //. p. ptcatus and Jff. 
capitalis are coniined to the localities noted against their respecthe 
distributions, there are curious occurrences of each in the other’s 
habitat. Thus there are perfectly typical specimens of 
from Darjeeling and Mount Victoria in the Chin Hills and an 
equally typical specimen of capitalis from Malabar. These may 
be waiidei'ers from their own areas but are more likely to be 
aberrant specimens. 

NidifLcatiou. Breeds in the Himalayas between 3,000 and 
7,000 feet in forest, making a nest exactly like that of the Black- 
backed Pied Shrike. The eggs two or three in number, generally 
the latter, are of two types, one pale greenish white u)arked with 
blackish like the eggs ot the last bird, the second pinkish white 
marked in the same manner but with primary markings of brick- 
red and with secondary blotches of lavender and neutral tint. 
Occasionally the eggs are but sparsely marked or the normal 
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blotches are reduced to fine specks. They measure about 
16-3xl3'0 nun.: maxima 17*2x13*3 and 15*9 x 13*7 mm.; 
minima 15*0 X 13*0 and 16*0 x 12*4 mm. The breeding-season is 
from April to June. 

Habits. Those of the last bird, but this race keeps more ex- 
clusively to fairly heavy forest during the breeding-season. In 
winter it is found in the foot-hills of Assam as well as in the 
plains in their immediate vicinit}-. 

(726) Hemipus hirundinaceus. 

The Malay Pied Sueike. 

^fvscicapa hiyiimhnacem Temm , PI. Col , iii, p. 51 (1824) (Java). 

Ilejmpus ohsai7‘us» Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 473. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Whole upper plumage, wings and 
tail glossy black ; the feathers of the rump with broad pure white 
edges, making a broad band across this part ; below white, the 
breast and flanks vinous grev ; the outermost tail-feather is edged 
with white all round ; slioulder of wing, axillaries and under wing- 
cox erts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill and feet black. 

lEeasnreinents. Total length about 160 mm.; wing 62 to 
<>7 mui. ; tail 50 to 53 mm, ; tarsus 13 mm. ; ciilmen 18 to 
14 mm. 

Female. Black of upper plumage replaced by dark brown, 
otherwise as in the male. 

Distribution. The extreme South of the Malay Peninsula to 
Peninsular Burma and Siam. Once in the North Cachar Hills in 
Assam. 

Nidiflcation. A nest brought to me by a Naga in Laisang in 
1888 was a typical Hemiims nest, a shallow cup of fine grasses 
bound together with cobwebs and placed in a small branch of a 
tree m evergreen forest about six feet from the ground. The eggs 
were not Hemipus eggs and I do not therefore describe them, 
though the male bird was brought in still hanging from the noose 
■set on the nest and the female was caught immediately after, 
both specimens being now in the Museum m Sophia. 

Habits apparently differing in no way from those of others of 
the genus. 


Genus TEPHRODORHIS. 

Tephrodornis Swainson, Faun. Bor.-Amer., Birds, App. p. 482 (1 831). 
Type, T. mrgata. 

In the genus TepJirodornis the bill is very strong and about 
three-quarters the leilgth of the head, strongly hooked and 
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notched; the nasal bristles or liairs are very nunu*roiis and 
entirely conceal the nostrils ; the win^ is rather rounded and the 
tail is short and square ; the feet are much more feeble than in 
Laniusi the feathers of the rump are exceedingly ample, but 
they are soft and not spinous as in the Peria'ocoiidfe. In our 
two Indian species one has the sexes alike and iii the other they 
differ slightly. 


Key to Species, 

A. Outer tail-feathers brown tipped with 

rufous ; wing over 100 mm T, lyelcicdy p. 309. 

JB. Outer tail-feathers largely white; wing 

under 100 niiii T. 2'^on(Iicerianaj'^, 312* 


Tephxodonus pelvica. 

Key to Suhspecies. 

A. Crown and nape ash3’-grey ; upper back 

ashy-brown 7\ p. ica^ p. 309. 

15. Crown and nape dark bluish-asliy, not 

differing markedly from the upper back . . T. p, syhicola^ p. 311 . 

( 727 ) Tephrodomis pelvica pelvica. 

Tub Nbpai. 'Wooij-Sueikb. 

Tentheca pehim Ilodgs., Ind. liev., i, p. 477 (1837) (Nepal). 
'rephrodornin peloicu'^. Blanf. & Oates, i, j). 473. 

Vernacular names. (Mikir) ; Itammin-pho ov Rdbnion- 

2)lio (Lepchal. 



Jb'ig. 48 —Head of T. p. pelvica. 


Description. Lores and a line through the eye to behind the- 
ear -coverts black ; crown and nape ashy-grey, changing to ashy- 
brown on the back, wings and tail; rump whitish, barred with 
black and ashy-brown ; the shorter tail-coverts white, the longer 
ashy-brown barred with black; tail ashy-browii, tipped narrowly 
with pale rufous and subtipped blackish ; most of the coverts and 
inner wing-quills tipped paler; chin, throat and breast pale ashy- 
fawn, fading to va hite on the centre of the abdomen and ear- 
cox erts. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris bright golden-yellow ; edge oE the 
eyelids plumbeous-blue ; bill black ; legs and feet bluish plumbeous 
to dark plumbeous-brown. 

MeasuremeiLts. Total length about 230 mm.; wing 116 to 120 
mm. ; tail 82 to 90 mm. ; tarsus about 20 to 21 mm. ; culmeii 
about 20 mm. 

Female. Like the male, but with the head the same colour as 
the buck and the eye-band brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris glaucous blue to yellowish brown ; 
bill brown, the base and gonvs pale yellowish horn^" ; feet dull 
plumbeous. Very old females sometimes attain a wholly black 
bill. 

Young like the female but barred everywhere above with 
blackish, the wing-feathers edged with fulvous and the inner 
■quills barred with dark brown ; the head and neck are spotted 
wdth white and there are a few similar white spots on the 
back. 

The iris is a dull grey -blue. 

Distribution- Himalayas from Nepal to Eastern Assam, 
practically the whole oE Burma in suitable localities ; the Northern 
pai-ts^ of the Malay Peninsula; Shan States, Yunnan, Siam and 
Cochin China. In the South of the Malav States it is replaced by 
T. p. gularis, a race very closely allied to T, p, $?/lvieola, 

Nidification. In the Hills South of the Brahmaputra this 
Shrike breeds in April and May in. dense forests oE evergreen. 
The nest is a shallow cradle oE roots, fine twigs and tendrils 
fastened together witli cobwebs and decorated with lichen and 
•scraps oE moss ; the lining consists oE a few' fine roots only. It 
is not ill the least like that described in ‘ Nests and Eggs,’ which 
was assuredly a Shrike’s nest, but is like that of Hemipus or 
Tephrodornh pondiceriayia. The site selected seems to be always 
one close to some tiny stream and the nest is placed in a horizontal 
fork or on the upper surface of a branch five to ten feet from the 
ground. The eggs number two or three and in character are like 
lar^e Mi nivets’, though of two types. One has the ground-colour 
white, faintly tinged with green or buff, the markings consisting 
of numerous large spots and small blotches oE vaiidyke-brown 
with secondary spots of neutral tint. The second type has the 
markings more longitudinal and so numerous as to run into 
•one another as in the eggs of Pericrocoius e'l'yifiropygius. lu 
shape they are broad o\ als aud they measure about 22*0 y 
17-8 mm. 

Habits. In the non-breeding season the Wood-Shrike keeps in 
small flocks consisting of the parent birds and their last brood, 
two families sometimes joining forces. They are excessively 
noisy birds, constantly calling and chattering to one another 
^exactly as do birds of the genus GampsorhynGhv/s and they have. 
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also, the habit of playing at follow-my-leader from one branch to 
another in the bamboo or other thin jungle which they frequent, by 
preference, at this season. They feed both on treesaud bushes, anil 
occasionally on the ground but they never perch like Shrikes on a 
look-out point of vantage and seize passing insects, always hunting 
for them among the living foliage or fallen leaves. In Winter they 
are most common from the foot-hills up to about 2,000 feet, in 
Summer ascending some 2,000 feet higher and breeding only in 
the deepest forests. I have never heard them utter anything one 
could call a song. 


(T2S) Tephrodornis pelvica sylvicola. 

The MaiiABah 'WooD-SnJHKE. 

'TejjJirodoniis sylmcola Jerdon, Maclr. Joiirn. L. S., x, p. 236 (1830) 
(Malabar Coast') ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 474. 

Vernacular names. PhaA latora (Hind.). 

Description. — ^Adult male. Differs from the male T. p. pelvica 
in being dark bluish ashy on the crown, changing to dark ashy- 
brown on the other upper parts ; below it is also much darker 
vinous ashy on the breast and flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris oil-yellow to bright golden-yellow ; 
bill black ; legs and feet dark plumbeous or bluish plumbeous. 

Measurements. Wing 111 to 119 mm.; tail 76 to 85 mm.; 
tarsus about 20 mm. ; culnieii about 20 mm. 

Female. Upper parts dark brown, the head and back con- 
coiorous; the eye-band brown and the breast fulvous ashy or 
brownish ashy. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dull pale blue-grey ; bill brown ; 
legs and feet dark plumbeous. 

Distribution. The AVest Coast of India from the extreme South 
almost to Bombay City, Nilgiris and adjoining Hills, Nelliampathy 
Hills etc. up to nearly 6,000 feet. 

Nidification. The Malabar Wood-Shrike breeds from March to 
June, during which months nests with eggs have been found by 
Messrs. Bell and Davidson (Bombay Pres.), Kinloch (i?elliampathy 
Hills), and Mr. J. SteAvart (Travancore). The nestis exactly like 
that of T. p, pelvica and is apparently always placed in a tree in 
thick forest, often in one growing in a densely wooded ravine 
.running through lighter forest. The eggs seem invariably to be 
two only, and are like the first type described as those of the 
preceding race. They measure about 22*0x18*1 mm. 

Habits. Much the same as those of the Nepal Wood-Shrike, 
but unlike that bird they prefer dense forest to bamboo-jungle and 
light scrub, even in Winter. 
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Tephrodornis pondiceriana. 

K&ij to Su()S 2 '»eci 6 s. 

A. Upper plumage asliy-brown. 

«. JDarlser, lores and eye -streak dark 

1 ) 1 - 0^11 T,2^, 'ponfficerkma, p. 312; 

b. Paler, lores and eye-streak pale brown. T. p, ptflkda, p. 314. 

13. Upper plumage ashy-grey T,p, p. 313. 

(729) Tephrodornis pondiceriana pondiceriana. 

TnE Indian Common Wood-Siibjjee. 

Mumaapa pondice7-iana Gmel., S. N., i, p 939 (1789) (Pondicherry, 
Coromandel Coast) 

Tpphrodomis pondicei'mnus, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 475 (part.). 

VernacTilar names. Tavti tuya (U.P.) ; Chu-duhha (Beng.). 

Description. — Adult male. A supercilium from the front of the 
eye, very broad posteriorly, white; lores, cheeks and ear-coverts 
biackish brown ; upper plumage and visible portions of wings ashy- 
brown ; a white band across the rump formed by the tips of tlie 
feathers of this part ; upper tail-coverts black ; tail dark brown* 
the two outermost pairs of feathers white except for a patch of 
brown at tlie extreme base and a similar small one near the tip, the 
remaining lateral feathers edged with white j lower plumage ashy- 
grey, almost white on the chin, throat, abdomen and vent and quite 
so on the lower tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellowish brown, dull olive-green or 
light gi*eenish brown ; eyelids plumbeous ; bill horny-brown to 
dark horny-brown, mouth and corner of commissure fleshy-yellow ; 
legs and feet dark plumbeous-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 160 to 170. mm. ; wing 8S 
to 91 mm.; tail 61 to 67 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; culmen 
about 17 mm. 

Female similar to the male but with the eye-streak paler. 

Nestling brown, spotted above with fulvous-white, with 
edges faintly darker than the surrounding brown ; wing-coverts 
boldly tipped with white, the greater coverts and innermost 
secondaries wdth longitudinal black submargins and streaks ; 
below fulvous-white with brown spots, most numerous on the 
breast. 

Distribution. All India, except the parts inhabh ed by the next 
two races ; Burma, South to Tenasserim, where it is rare, Siam» 
Ann am. 

^ Nidificat'oiL. The Common "Wood-Shrike breeds on the West 
Coast of India from March to June and in the North-Bast 
portion of its habitat from May to July but in those parts of the 
country where it is very common, as in Poona, nests may be found 
in almost any month from February to September. It makes a 
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small verv compact cup-shaped nest, sometimes rather flat and 
shallow, oi line stems of weeds, grasses and roots, well bound 
together with cobwebs and placed in a fork of a tree in open 
country, hedges, gardens and orchards but never, apparently, in 
heavy forest. The eggs number three or four and in ground- 
colour vary from white to very pale buff or pale green; the- 
markings in the paler eggs consist of specks and spots of almost 
black and in the darker eggs of blotches and smudges of various 
shades of brown ; in both types there are secoudaiy or underlying 
blotches or pale neutral tint. Fifty eggs average 19*3x 15'3 mm. : 
maxima 21’0xl3*8 and 19*3xl6’2 mm. ; minima 17*7x15*3 and 
21*0x13*8 mm. 

Habits. The Common Wood-Shrike is a bird of open country, 
thin scrub, bamboo-jungles or deciduous forest and is seldom, if 
ever, found in dense, humid, evergreen forest. It is found in small 
family-parties of four to half a dozen. In Behar it haunts quite 
open fields and plains but on the West Coast seems to keep to 
better-wooded tracts. It does not descend to the ground, nor 
does it ever catch insects on the wing as the birds of tbe genus 
llemipus do but hunts the leaves and branches of bushes and 
trees for its insect-prey. It has a pretty, but not powerful, little 
song, which it sings in the breeding-season perched on some branch 
high up in a tree. 

(730) Tephrodornis pondiceriana aflBnis. 

The Cetlon Wood-Sitrike. 

Teplirodoimis affinis Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 473 (1847) (Ceylon). 

Te^jJirodornis pondiceriamts, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 476 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Ula jpitta 

Description. Differs from the Indian form in being much more 
grey and in having the white supercilium smaller. The tail ia 
very short. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 84 to 87 mm. ; tail 49 to 56 mm. ; tarsua 
about IS mm . ; culmen 16 to 19 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Nidiflcation. Very similar to that of the preceding race. 
Messrs. W. E. Waite and W. A. A. Phillips describe the nest aa 
a shallow cup of fibres decorated outside with chips of bark and 
lichen, and well bound with cobwebs to tbe fork of the tree in 
which it is placed. The eggs are quite indistinguishable from those 
of the other races, but only number two or three. Fifty eggs 
average 19*0xl5'l mm. : maxima 21*0x16*0 mm. ; minima 
18*1 X 15*0 and 18 6 X 14*3 mm. 

The breeding-season lasts from January to July. 

Habits. This Wood-Shrike is found from the level of the 
Plains up to 5,000 feet and occasionally up to 6,000 feet. 
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According to Legge, its habits are very different to those of its 
more northern cousins. It is less gregarious, being generally 
found in pairs and it often sallies after insects, catching them on 
the wing as riycatchers do. It is said to Ixave a pretty song 
constantly indulged in and to be very tame and confiding. 

(731) Tephrodornis pondiceriana pallida. 

Tiifl Sind Wood-Shhijee. 

Tephrochvms pondicerianus pallidus Ticeliurst, Bull B. C). C., xli, 
p. 50 (15120) (Larkhana, Sind). 

Vernacular names. Keroula (Hind.). 

Description. Differs from '2\ p. pondiceriana in its generally 
paler coloration and the lighter brown lores, eye-streak and ear- 
coverts. 

Colours of soft parts and ICeasurements the same as in the 
Common Wood-Shrike. 

Distribution. Sind, Punjab, Simla Hills, Eaiputana and the 
Western part of the United Provinces and (Jentral Provinces. 
Specimens from tlie two latter Provinces are intermediate and 
could be placed with either race. 

Nidification. This differs in no way fi’om that of the Common 
Wood-Shrike and the nest and eggs are quite indistinguishable 
from those of that bird. The breeding-season seems to last from 
Pebruary to June. 

Habits. Those of the species. 

Genus PLATTLOPHBS. 

Hatylophus Swaiuson in Faun. Bor.-Am., p. 482 (1831). 

Type, P. galericiilatus. 

The genus Flatylophus is characterized by a remarkable long 
crest of broad feathers. The bili is about equal to three-quarters 
of the head in length and is strongly curved, notched, laterally 
compressed and deep ; the nostrils are concealed by numerous 
closely set hairs j the wing is comparatively short and very 
rounded; the tail is ample and well graduated and the tarsus 
is short and stout. The sexes are alike. Only one species is 
found within our limits. 


(732) Platylophus galericiilatus ardesiacus. 

The Tenassemm Jat-Shuikb. 

. Lopliodtta ardesiaca Cabanis^ Mus. Hein., i, p. 219 (1850) (Malay 
Peninsula). 

TUdylophits ardesiacnis, Blanf . & Oates, i, p. 477. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. Head, crest and neck almost black with a large 
white neck-patch and a small white spot above and below the 
back of the eye ; the crest is obsoletely cross-rayed with black ; 
upper plumage, wings and tail very dark brown, the wing-quills 
edged with rather more rufous-brown ; below smoky-brown to 
dark slaty-brown. 



Fig 40. — Head of P. .< 7 . ar'desiactis. 


Colours of soft parts. Iris reddish brown, “ rhubarb-brown to 
litharge-red ’’ {Hume and Bav .') ; eyelids dark brownish black ; 
bill, legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 280 mm. ; wing 132 to 
145 mm. ; tail 112 to 127 mm. ; tarsus about 34 mm. ; culmen 29 
to 30 mm. ; crest 87 to 99 mm. 
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Toung. Abo\e inucli browner and lighter than in the adult, the 
wiiig-cpverts tip[)ed with fulvous; below barred white and dark 
brown from ciiin to under tail-coverts. 

Nestling. Above cliestnut, wings spotted wdth fulvous; below 
mottled chestnut and blackish. 

Distribution. South Tenasserim and South-East Siam, down 
the Malay Peninsula. 

Nidification. Unknown. 

Habits. According to Davison this extraordinary bird is only 
loLind 111 evergreeu forests. He writes, “ It is a very restless bird 
fiying about from tree to tree and branch to branch incessantly ^ 
sometimes close to the ground, sometimes high up. Even wdien 
seated, it seems unable to keep its body quiet, but keeps bobbing 
and bowing. It always keeps its crest fully erected. Its note ie 
a sharp clicking metallic rattle.*’ 
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Family PERICEOCOTID^. 

The name of the genus Canipepharja being uii Fortunately pre- 
occupied, it is impossible for the family to be called after it. The 
next oldest genus is Pericrocotus, and the family will therefore 
have to be known by tiie above name. The characteristics are 
those of the Laniidce but the feathers of the rump have stiffened 
spiny shafts. As a whole, also, the wings are proportionately 
longer and more pointed and the legs and feet are comparatively 
w eaker. 


Ketj to Genera. 


A. T.dl long and strongly graduated, outermost 
ieatliera lesa> than iiiilf the length of tail . . . 

13. Tail not very long, less graduated, the oiiter- 
luost leathers inoro than three-quarters the 
length of tail. 

a. Secondaries shorter than longest primary by 

about length of tarsus 

b. Secondaries shorter than longest primary by 

about twice the length of tarsus . . . , 


[p. 317. 

Peuicrocotuk, 


Lalagb, p. 336. 
Guaxtcalus, p. 342. 


Genus PEEICROCOTHS. 

Pericrocotiis Boie, Isis, 1823, p. 972. 

Type, P. winiaius. 

This genus contains a large number of species, extending over 
practically the whole Oriental liegion, which are remarkable lor 
their brilliant plumage, in which red or yellow is the dominant 
colour. 

The bill is about half the length of the head, strong, hooked 
and notched ; the nostrils are concealed by plumes ; the wing is 
long and pointed ; the tail is long and much graduated, and the 
teet are weak. 


Keif to 


A. Tail black and red ; upper tail-coverts red. 

a. Crown and back glossy black. [p. 318. 

a*. Innermost secondaries with oval red drops. P. sj^eciosus, cf, 
b\ Innermost secondaries writh no oval red 
drops. 

a". Under wing-coverts and axillaries [p. 323. 

crimson P, brevirostris, cf, 
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6", Under wing-coverts and axiii/iries 

yellow 

h. Crown and back ashy or grey, never black. 
c\ Wing over 80 mm. 

c”. Lower plumage bright scarlet 

a". Lower plumage rosy-red 

d!. Wing under 76 mm. 

c". Throat grey to black; breast scarlet. . 

/". Lower plumage all pale yellow 

(/'. Lower plumage all bright yellow .... 

B. Tail black and yellow; upper tail-coverts 

yellow. 

c. Innermost secondaries with oval yellow spots. 

d. Innermost secondaries with no oval yellow 

spots. 

Upper back and lower back not con- 

colorous 

Upper back and lower back concolorous. 
Bump and upper tail-coverts all deep 

yellow 

Bump and upper tail-coverts margined 
with yellow 

C. Tail black and white ; upper tail-coveits grey, 

brown or black. 

e. Bump red, or white marked with red. 

y'. Dark parts of upper plumage glossy 
black. 

f. Forehead and chin black 

St". Forehead and chin white 

h'. Dark parts of upper plumage smoky- 
brown. 

Rump uniform orange-red 

Bump white strealted with red 

f. Bump with no trace of red. 

i. Back and rump the same colour 

j. Bump much paler than hack 


P. igneiis^ <J > P* 


P. solai-is, 

P. roseue, cj, p. 

. LP- "■‘K 
F, pereg?'inu8, 

[p. 330. 

F, peregnnns, 2 ^ 

P. igneus^ $ , p. 326. 

[p. 318. 
P. specioausj $ , 


P. Solaris^ $ , p. 326. 

[p 323. 

P. hrevirost) w, 2 , 

P. rosem, 2 > P* 328. 


[p. 332. 
P. eryihropygiufi, J , 
P. aWifrom^ c? ? 

[p. 334. 
[p. 333. 
P. eryth opygiua^ 2 » 
P. alhifrons, 2 » 

[p. 334. 

P. cinerem, p. 334. 

P. cantonemis, 

[p. 335. 


Fericrocotus speciosus. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Underparts deep scaidet. 

a. First tvro primaries with no red on the 

outer webs. 

a'. Bigger, whig 96 mm. or over F.s. specioms, p. 319. 

b'. Smaller, wing 90 to 96 mm P. s.fraterculusj 

b. First three primaries with no red on the [p. 320. 

outer webs. [p. 321. 

c'. Bases of tail-feathers nearly all red P. s, 

d\ Bases of tail-feathers with a considerable [p. 322. 

amoimt of black P. a. andamanemis, 

B. Uiiderparta moie orange, less scarlet F.s, ilamm&us, p.322. 
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(733) Pericrocotus speciosus speciosus. 

TllJfl ISDIA.^ JSCAELET 

Tiirdus speciosus Lath., Ind. Orn., i, p. 363 (1790) (Darjiling). 

Pericrocotus speciosus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 479. 

Vernacular names. (Cachari) ; Ingorui (Kaoha Naga); 

Yohsliener (Mikir). 

Description. — Adult male. Whole head, neck, back, scapulars 
and lesser wing-coverts glossy black; rump, upper tail-coverts and 
whole lower plumage scarlet, tlie abdomen and under tail-coverta 
more or less tinged with orange; greater wing-coverts scarlet; 
primary-coverts black ; primaries black with a broad baud of 
scarlet across the base ot all but the first two or, occasionally, 
first three; secondaries black, the innermost with oval scarlet 
drops on the outer webs ; tail scarlet, the central feathers either 
all black or with scarlet patches on the edge of the outer w^eb or,, 
sometimes, with a scarlet streak at the tip. 



Fig. 50, — Head of P. s. spectobus. 


Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill and legs black. 

Measurements. Total length about 230 mm.; wing 96 to 
106 mm.; tail 86 to 100 miu.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmen 
about 14 to 15 mm. 

Female. Forehead and short narrow supercilium orange-yellow, 
paler posteriorly and changing to grey on the posterior crown, 
back, scapulars and lesser coverts, the latter often tinged with 
©live-yellow ; rump and upper tail-coverts rich yellow tinged 
with green ; greater coverts black tipped with yellow ; primaries 
black with a broad yellow patch at the base of all but the first twq 
or, rarely, three; secondaries black with yellow bases and the 
innermost with the oval spots, sometimes spreading into yellow 
borders, on the outer N’lebs; lores blackish grey, whole lower 
plumage bright yellow ; tail, central pair of feathers black* 
generally without any yellow marking, next pair black tipped 
with yellow and with yellow on the outer web lu \ arying degree ; 
remaining feathers yellow with dark bases of varying width and 
shape ; m a few cases the yellow is somewhat orange towards 
the base. 

Colours of soft parts ns in the male. 

Measnrements. Wing 92 to 101 mm. 
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Toung males are like the female. The change of pJiiinage from 
yellow to red in all the Miiiivets is very interesting, as specimens 
are numerous which show signs of attaining an increase of red in 
the old feathers prior to the moult. Birds in tins stage show no 
signs of the barring on the upper surface and are obviously under- 
going, or about to undergo, the second moult. 

Nestling. Upper parts oli\e-browu, the feathers very narrowly 
lipped with yellouish and with subterininal dark bars. 

Bistrihution. The Tlinuilayas from the Sutlej Valley to Eastern 
Assam Norlh of the Brahinapiiti*a. Birds from the Ivliasia Hills 
are certainly referable to this race, but those from the adjoining 
North Cacliar Hills are nearer fratermlas. The fauna of the 
Khasia Hills is more like that of the Northern Hills than that of 
the SoLitliern and at onetime these bills were undoubtedly bisected 
by the Brahmaputra. This species extends across the Northern 
Kachin Hills into Yunnan {RoihscJiild). 

Nidification. This Minivet breeds from the end of April to 
early June, making a lovely, shallow saucer-shaped nest of fine 
pliant twigs, grass-stems and fine roots well matted together with 
spiders’ webs and invariably decorated with lichen, scraps of bark 
or moss to make it resemble the tree on which it is placed. The 
site selected is apparently always in forest and generally in such 
as is very heavy and humid and the nest is placed on some small tree, 
aU\ e or dead, between ten and twenty feet from the gi'ouiid. The 
eggs probably number two to four, though I have never seen more 
than three mvself. The ground-colour is a pale sea-green, spotted 
and blotched v^ithdark brown and with secondary blotches of dark 
lavender. They measure between 20*3X16*0 nnn. and 23 ‘Ox 
16*9 inm. The birds breed between 3,000 and 6,000 feet and 
possibly a good deal higher. 

Habits. Differ in no way from those of the next race. 

(734) Pericrocotus speciostis fraterculus. 

The Bujimese Scaelet Mtnitet. 

JPenrrocatu^ fraterculus Swinhoe, Ibis, 1870, p. 244 (Hainan) ; 

Blaiif. & Oates, i, p. 481. 

Vernacular names. Hmt^mintha (Burmese) ; Daorihi gadeba 
'(Cachari) ; lugonii (Kaoha Naga) ; Vo7is7ieu6r (Mikir). 

Description. This race only differs, constantly, in being smaller 
than siieciosus and in the lower plumage being a somewhat 
deeper red in the males and a rather richer yellow in the females. 
In most indiiidnals there is more red on the central tail-feathers, 
the whole outer web being often of this colour. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 90 to 96 mm. (one, 97); tail 78 to 
■81 mm. ; tar&us about 18 mm. ; culmen 13 to 14 mm. 
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Distribution. A.ssain South of the Brahmaputra except the 
Khasia Hills, all Burma except in the South of Tenasserim ; 
Siam, Aniiam and the Indo-Ohiaese countries to West China and 
Hainan. 

Hidification. In Assam this Mini vet breeds between 1,000 and 
6,000 teet in fairly thick or dense forest. The nest is exactly 
like that of the preceding race nor are the few eggs I have seen 
in any way different. A pair taken by myself are very pale sea- 
green with tiny specks and streaks of light reddish, hardly visible 
at a short distance ; two other pairs, one taken by Dr. H. 
Coltarfc at Margherita and one brought to me by Hagas with the 
bird, are also very pale with a few brownish spots, but have a 
buff instead of greenish ground. They measure 23*0 X 14-3 min. 
to 23-0xl5'8 mm. The breeding-season is May and June. 

Habits. The Burmese Minivet is found from the level of the 
Plains up to at least 6,000 feet. In the breeding-season, when it 
is only found in pairs, it keeps almost entirely to forest, but 
in the cold weather, when it collects in flocks of twenty or more 
individuals, it is often found in the open country as long as 
there are lots of trees. It keeps entirely to trees of some height, 
seldom coming much below 20 feet and there are few prettier 
sights than a flock of these little red and yellow flashes of light as 
they flit, in folio w-my-leader fashion, from one point of vantage 
to another. They are restless active birds, never still for many 
minutes, hunting actively among the branches for insects or 
actually seizing them in the air as Ply catchers do. They have a 
shrill but pleasant little call which they utter as they fly, but 
they have no song worthy of the name. 

(735) Fericrocotus speciosns flammifer. 

Davison’s Soablbt Minivet. 

Feric} ocotus flammifer Hume, S. P., iii, p. 321 (1875) (Pakchau,. 

S. Burma) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 482. 

Vernacular names. Hnet-mintTia (Burmese). 

Description. Differs from the preceding races in having the 
first three primaries wholly black ; the female differs in having 
the first four primaries without any yellow instead of the first 
three only. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 81 to 94 mm. but nearly all below 
•90 mm. ; tail 71 to 81 mm. ; tarsus about 18 mm. ; culmeu 13 to 
]4mm. 

Distribution. South of Tenasserim, Malay Peninsula and 
East Siam. 

Nidiflcation. Unknown. 

Habits. Those of the genus, but there is very little on record 
about this Minivet. 

VOL, II. V 
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(736) Pericrocotus speciosus andamanensis. 

The Am'damais’bse Scarlet Mistivet. 

Pericrocotus andamanensis Tytler, Beavan, Ibis, 1867, p. 322 (Anda- 
mans) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 481. 

Vernacular names. I^’one recorded. 

Description. Only differs from the preceding bird in colour in 
having a great deal of black at the base of the lateral tail-feathers 
instead of having them -wholly red or almost so. It averages a 
good deal larger also. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 89 to 95 mm. ; tail 75 to 89 mm. ; tarsus 
about 18 mm. ; culmen 13 to 14 mm. 

Distribution. Andamans only. 

Nidification and Habits, l^othing recorded. 


(737) Pericrocotus speciosus flammeus. 

The Obakge Minivet. 

Muscicapajlammea Forst., Ind. Zool., p, 26 (1781) (Travancore). 

Pericrocotus Jlammem% Blanf & Oates, i, p. 482. 

Vernacular names. Phari-lalal-chasm (Hind.); Suli-sangam^ 

S , Asan-huradi, $ (of the Halopyks, Jerd.) ; Gene-hurula 
(Ceylon). 

Description. Differs from all the other races of speciosus in 
having the lower parts orange-red, whilst the females differ from 
the others in having the lower parts a much paler yellow and in 
having the forehead narrower and a paler yellow. In the male 
the first three, often the first four, primaries are unmarked with 
red, whilst the female has no yellow on the first four. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 90 to 95 mm.; one Ceylon bird has it 
only 87 mm. ; tail 83 to 95 mm. ; tarsus about 18 mm, ; culmen 
about 14 to 15 mm. 

Distribution. South-Western India from Khandala to Cape 
Cormorin, Mysore, Nilgiris, Palni and adjacent hills ; Ceylon. 

Nidification. The Orange Minivet breeds in the Nilgiris and 
Palni Hills in July and in Ceylon in February. The nest is, 
quite typical of the genus and two eggs are described as pale 
greenish, sparingly blotched with pale yellowish brown in one 
egg and in the second with brown and lilac spots and specks. 
The two eggs measured 25-1x17*0 mm. and 22*3x17*2 mm. 
Two other eggs sent me from Ceylon are pale sea-green profusely 
marked with reddish brown. They measure 19*2x13*6 and 
19*0X13*0 mm., possibly unusually small. 
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HaMts. The Orange Mini vet is found from the level of the sea 
up to about 6,000 feet, but only in well-wooded country, 
during the breeding-season it keeps entirely to forest. In 
Winter it collects in flocks and haunts the upper branches of high 
trees, catching insects on the wing and also hunting for them both 
on the branches and the moss-covered trunks themselves. Jjegge 
says that it has a “ weak, though cheerful little warble,” which it 
constantly utters. It assembles in small flocks and, as the young 
birds resemble the adult female, the natives give the one or two 
full-grown cock-birds with the flock the credit of running a 
harem. 


Pericrocotus brevirostris. 


Key io Subsj^ecies, 


A. Wing over 86 mm.* 

a. Plumage black and crimson-red. 

Below paler crimson 

b. Bdow deeper crimson 

h. Plumage grey and yellow. 

c. Above grey with a distinct green 

tinge 

d. Above darker grey with no green 

tinge 

B. Wing under 86 mm 


P. b. bremrosiris, d » p> 323. 
P. b. affiniSf £ » p. 


P. b. brevirostriSf J , p. 323. 

P. b. qffinisj 2 > P* 324. 

P. b. neglectus, p. 325, 


(738) Pericrocotus brevirostris brevirostris. 

The Ijs-dian SuoRcr-BiLLED Mihivet. 

Mmcipeta hremro&tiis Vigors, P.Z. S., 1831, p. 4^3 (Mussoorie). 

Pei'icrocoUis hrevirostt'is. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 483. 

Vernacular names. Chota Fhari-balal-chasni (Hind-). 

Description. — ^Adult male. Whole head, back, scapulars, lesser 
wing-coverts, outer median and greater coverts black ; entire lower 
surface, rump and upper tail-coverts scarlet- crimson, rather pale 
below ; quills black with the bases of all but the outer k)ur with 
crimson bases; tips to greater coverts and bases of secondaries 
crimson, the crimson extending as an edge to two or three of the 
middle secondaries ; tail, central feathers black, the next pair red 
on the outer web, black on the inner, the black decreasing in 
extent on each succeeding pair. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill and legs black. 

Measurements. Total length about 180 mm.; wing 88 to 
96 mm. ; tail 98 to 115 mm. ; tarsus about 16 mm. ; eulmen 11 
to 12 mm. 

Female. Forehead greenish yellow, eyelids feathered yellow 
.above and below lemon-yellow; upper part of the head, back, 
scapulars and lower wing-coverts light grey, tinged with olive ; 
rump olive-yellow; upper tail-coverts brighter, more orange-yellow; 
wing-feathers black, marked as in the male but with yellow, 

r 2 
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not red ; tail as in the male but yellow and black ; lower surface 
yellow, slightly deeper on the breast. 

Young. Above olive-green, the feathers edged paler and barred 
with blackish ; below yellow, mottled with brownish green on 
the breast and flanks. 

Distribution. Northern India from the plains adjacent to the 
foot-hills of the Himalayas up to 10,000 feet in the mountains 
themselves, from G-ilgit and Miirree to Nepal, extending as 
far South as the Central Provinces and Lower Bengal in 
Winter. 

Nididcation. The Short-billed Minivet breeds in April, May, 
June and July in the Himalayas from 3,000 up to about 8,000 
feet and at this time completely deserts the Plains and lower 
hills. The nests are just like those of other birds of this genus, 
shallow saucers made of line twigs, bents* and roots, matted 
with cobwebs and covered outside with lichen or bark to resemble 
the bough on which they are placed. The eggs number two 
to four and are short broad ovals in shape and in colour are white 
just tinged with cream, buff or green, profusely covered with 
blotches, spots and longitudinal marks of brownish red with 
secondary markings of grey or neutral tint. Eifty eggs average 
19'8yl5*l mm.: maxima 21*0 X 15'0 and 20*2x15*9 mm.; minima 
18*6x16*1 and 19*6x13*0 mm. 

Habits. This Minivet most undoubtedly moves vertically with 
the seasons, though it is not migratory in the true sense of 
the word. It is not rare in the foot-hills and adjoining plains 
in Winter but is seldom seen below 3,000 feet once the breeding- 
season commences. It has the usual gregarious and cheerful 
habits of the genus and often several family parties will join 
together to form a flock of thirty to forty birds. The members 
scatter a good deal when feeding, though they keep up a 
constant twittering call to one another the whole time and 
the flight of any one bird to a distant tree is the signal to 
one and^ all to follow up at short intervals. It is a tame 
bird and does not shun observation unless too closely pressed. 

(739) Pericrocotus brevirostris aflSnis. 

The Assam Shobt-billbi) Miniyet. 

Fencrocotiis qffinis McClelL, P. Z. S., 1839, p. 166 (Assam). 

Yemacnlar names. Lali-rajah’SOTai (Assamese); Bao-rihl- 
hasTiiba (Cachari). 

Description. Similar to P. hrevirostris, but deeper crimson 
below. 

Colours of soft parts and Heasnrements as in the preceding 
birds. Wing 94 to 112 mm.; tail 97 to 120 mm. 

Pemale. Above a darker grey than in P. 6. hrevirostris and 
with no green tinge ; the throat is lemon-yellow instead of whitish 
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yellow, and the rest of the lower plumage is a bright deep yellow 
frequently tinged with orange. 

Bistributioii. Assam, North Burma, Shan States. Kacbiu Hills. 

Sikkim birds are typical affinis^ whilst Nepal birds are 
intermediate between this and the last form. 

McClelland in describing his ajffinis from Assam obviously 
compares it with a Western Himalayan bird, and well defines the 
differences between the two forms. His name must therefore 
stand for the Eastern form, whilst the type-locality must be 
somewhere in the Western Himalayas. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Those of the species. In Assam and Burma it is purely 
a forest-bird, and even in winter is not often found in the open 
as is its Indian cousin. 

(740) Pericrocotus brevirostris neglectus. 

Hitme’s Minivet. 

JPencrocotus neglectus Hume, S. F., v. p. 171 (1877) (Tenasserim) 5 
Blauf. & Oates, i. p. 484. 

Vernacular names. Hnet-mintha (Burmese). 

Description. A small deeply coloured race of P. h. h'svirosiris 
with a comparatively short tail. In the only specimen of a male 
in the British Museum there are no red edges to the central 
secondaries. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. AViug 83 to 85 mm. ; tail 81 to 84 mm.; culmen 
barely 11 mm. 

Distribution. Muleyit Mountains and Meetan in Tenasserim. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Similar to those of the other races. 

(741) Pericrocotus igneus. 

The FiEitY Mihivet. 

Pericrocotus igneus Blyth, J. A. S. B., xv, p. 309 (1846) (Malacca) ; 
Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 484. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — ^Adult male. Whole head, back, scapulars and 
wing-coverts black ; the greater coverts edged with scarlet ; quills 
black, all but the first four primaries with a patch of scarlet- 
crimson ; rump, upper tail-coverts and lower plumage crimson, the 
bases of the feathers yellow and showing through in places ; two 
middle pair of tail-feathers black, the second generally with a little 
red at the tip ; the lateral tail-feathers red with a varying amount 
of black at the base. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill, legs and feet black. 
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Measurements. Total length about 160 mm. ; wing 70 to 76 mm. ; 
tail 62 to 68 mm. ; tarsus about 15 mm . ; culmen 10 toll mm. 

Female. Forehead, round the eye, whole lower plumage, 
axillaries and under wing-coverts bright golden yellow ; upper 
parts of the head, back aud wing-coverts ashy-grey ; rump and 
upper tail-coverts scarlet ; wings as in the male but with orange 
markings; tail as in the male but the scarlet markings more 
orange. 

Young. Above grey-brown, barred with whitish and dark brown ; 
below yellowish white mottled with brown on the breast. 

Distribution. From Tenasserim, through the whole of the Malay 
Peninsula to Sumatra, Borneo and Palawan; Siam. 

HidifLcation. A nest and eggs with bird obtained near Perak 
were sent to me by Mr. W. A. T. Kellow. The nest is like that 
of PericrocotvLs jperegrinus but rather larger. It is made of fine 
twigs and roots matted together as usual with cobwebs and 
covered outside with lichen. From the indentations under the 
nest it appears to have been built resting on a branch of a tree 
where it divided out into three smaller branches. It was taken on 
the 7th of May. The two eggs measure 20*5 in length and 15-1 
and 15-2 in breadth and are pale yellowish in ground-colour, 
profusely marked with brown and grey all over. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

Pericrocotus Solaris. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Rump and upper tail-coverts scarlet-crimson. P. s, Solaris^ p. 32G. 

B. Rump and upper tail-coverts brick-red P. s. ripponi, p. 327. 

(742) Pericrocotus Solaris Solaris. 

The TbliiOW-theoated Miutivet. 

JPei^'OCotuLs solaria Blyth, J. A. S. B., xv, p. 310 (1846) (Daijiling) ; 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 4^. 

Yemacular names. Dao tisha raja gaherha, Dao rihi gaherha 
(Cachari). 

Description. — Adult male. The upper part of the head, back, 
scapulars and wing-coverts slaty-black; rump and upper tail- 
coverts scarlet-crimson ; outer webs of 5th and 6th primaries 
nearly all scarlet and bases of all quills except first four primaries 
scarlet-crimson; central rectrices wholly black, next pair black 
with broad red tips and more or less of the outer webs black ; 
lateral tail-feathers more and more red and less and less black; sides 
of head and neck grey ; chin greyish white ; throat orange-yellow ; 
remainder of lower plumage scarlet, not quite so deep as the rump. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright hazel to deep brown ; bill, legs ' 
and feet black. 
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Measurements. Total length about 175 mm. ; wing 80 to 90 mm. 
tail 83 to 97 mm. ; tarsus about 15 mm. ; culmen about 10 mm. 

Eemale. Head, neck and upper back ashy-grey, changing 
to olive-green on the lower back, scapulars and wing-coverts and 
to yellow on the upper tail-coverts ; wings and tail as in the male 
but the yellow replaced by red; lores, cheeks, ear-coverts and 
chin grey ; remainder o£ lower plumage bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male. 

Mestling brown-grey above narrowly barred with pale fulvous 
and dark brown. 

Distribution. Nepal to Eastern Assam, both North and South of 
the Brahmaputra, Manipur, Burma, Chin and Kachin Hills to 
Tenasserim. 

Nidification. The Yellow-throated Minivet breeds in the hills 
South ol: the Brahmaputra in M&j and June up to at least 7,000 
feet, being found up to 10,000 in the Himalayas in Sikkim, etc. 

It makes the usual Minivet nest, a shallow cup about 3x1 inches 
exteinally by about 2-75 x *75 inches internally, only differing 
from others of the genua in having less lichen used externally. It 
breeds in dense evergreen-forest and also iu the stunted oak-forest 
growing at 5,000 to 6,000 feet. Three eggs in my collection ai*e 
a very pale sea-green, thinly marked with pale rufous-red ; they 
measure about 19‘2xl4*2mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. These Minivets are generally 
found in Summer at a considerable elevation but in "Winter they 
descend to the foot-hills and in Pegu Oates found it at sea-level. 
It consorts in docks of six to a dozen birds and though, like 
other Minivets, it keeps much to the tops of trees it is most 
common on the stunted oaks growing in thin forest to a height of 
only 25 or 30 feet. It has the usual pleasant trilling call of the 
genus» 

(743) Pericrocotus Solaris ripponi, subsp. nov. 

The SHiJN- MiinvET. 

Descriptioii. — Adult male. Similar to P. s. Solaris ; the grey of 
the upper parts paler and the red much darker, less scarlet more 
brick-red ; the forehead is also strongly tinged with red and the 
throat is washed with the same colour. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as iu the preceding 
form. 

Pemale like that of the Yellow-throated Minivet but perhaps 
rather paler and greener above. 

Type. British Mus. Coll. No. 1900, 12. 20. 67 . B. of Port 
Stedman, S. Shan States. Named after Colonel Gr. Eippon, the 
collector. 

Distribution. At present only known from the Shan States. 

HidMcation and Habits. Nothing recorded. 
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(744) Pericrocotus roseus roseus. 

The Eosx Minivet. 

Muscicapa rosea VieilL, Nouv. Diet. d’Hist. Nat., xxi, p. 48G (1818) 
(Bengal). 

Pericrocottis rosem. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 486. 

Yernaciilar uames. Daorihi (Cachari). 

Description. — Adult male. Lores dusky biown above and 
feathers next the bill and round the eye whitish ; crown, neck, 
back, scapulars and wing-coverts ashy-brown, the crown generally 
darkest; rump and upper tail-coverts scarlet; greater wing- 
coverts broadly edged with scarlet ; quills brown, all but the first 
three or four with a broad scarlet patch at the base ; inner 
secondaries also edged with scarlet; central tail-feathers dark 
brown, next pair red on the outer, black on the inner web, 
remaining feathers red with a black band at the base ; ear-coverts 
and sides of head pale grey ; chin and throat almost white ; 
remainder of lower plumage bright pale rosy-red ; axillaries and 
under wing-coverts deeper rose-red. 

The amount of red in this species varies very greatly, possibly 
due to a great extent to age but partly individually. In very few 
birds is the rump wholly red ; in many only the upper tail-coverts 
and a few of the rump feathers are tipped with this colour, and 
in many more these parts are pale brown flushed with rosy-pink. 
The under surface varies from pale rosy to, in rare instances only, 
a deep rosy-red. The depth of the grey also varies considerably, 
but this seems to he entirely individual, and I can trace no 
geographical correlation with the variation, either in the red or 
grey colours, within the limits of this work. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown ; bill, legs and 
feet black. 

UlCeasurements. Total length about 180 mm,; wing 83 to 
92 mm.; tail 75 to 87 mm.; tarsus about 16 mm.; culmen 
11 to 12 mm. 

Female. Above grey-brown, the hack suifused with olive-green; 
rump and upper tail-coverts olive-yellow ; wings and tail as in the 
male but yellow instead ot red ; chin and throat yellowish white, 
remaining lower parts pale yellow; axillaries and under wing- 
coverts brighter. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male. 

Nestling. Above greyish brown, the feathers narrowly edged 
with yellow and subtipped with bars of dark brown ; wing-feathers 
and inner secondaries all boldly edged with yellow and with 
crescentic black subterminal bars ; below pale yellowish white, 
the breast and flanks faintly barred. 

YotuoLg males are like the female but retain the pale tips and 
bars of the upper plumage until after the first moult. 

The adult plumage of the male is acquired in the most irregular 
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manner and, as is usual with Mini vets, old feathers seem to become 
to some extent pigmented with red prior to and during the moult. 

Distribution. Malabar, Trarancore and Southern hills of the 
Bf)mbay Presidency, N.W. Provinces, Oudh, Bengal, the Hima- 
layas from Afghanistan to Eastern Assam, Burma from the Chin 
and Kacliin Hills to Tenasserim, Peninsular Siam, Yunnan, 
Shan States and S.W. China. 

Nidification. The Rosy Minivet breeds throughout the Hima- 
layas and Burmese HUls between 1,000 and (3,000 feet, in May and 
June, making the ordinary shallow cup-shaped nest covered with 
lichen. It is perhaps rather more bulky and substantial than 
most but is made of the same materials. It breeds in dense forest 
but usually on the outskirts or in more open ])laces such as river- 
banks, open glades round water etc. The eggs number two to four. 
In colour they are white with the faintest cream or buff tinge, in 
one clutch with an olive tint ; the markings consisting of small 
blotches of brown, fairly numerous at the larger end and sparse 
elsewhere. There are also a few secondary blotches of pale neutral 
grey. Twenty-two eggs average 19*0X14-6 nim. : maxima 
21-0x14-8 and lS-7 xl6*2 mm. ; minima 17*8x14*7 and 19-4 x 
14'0 mm. 

Habits. In Summer found only over 1,000 feet, in ^Mnter the 
Hosy Minivet wanders some distance into the Plains and has been 
obtained in Bengal as far South as Maldiih and Purnea, from both 
of which districts 1 have seen skins of birds obtained in December 
and January. 


Pericrocotus peregrinus. 

Key to Subs^pecles. 


A. Throat dark grey or blackish grey ; upper 

parts dark. 

Above more grey, less brownish grey ; 

abdomen very white P. p, pereyrinus, p. 329 

A Above darker and browner; abdomen 

much suffused with acailet P. p. 33 1. 

B. Throat black P. p, 

0. Throat grey ; upper parts much paler .... P. p. pallidm. p. 332. 


(745) Pericrocotus peregrinus peregrinus. 

The Small Minivet. 

Paitts pei'egnnus Linn,, S. 2v., i, p. 342 (1766) (TJmbala). 

Pericrocotus peregrinus* Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 487. 

Vernacular names. Bulal-cJiasm (Hind.) ; SatJi-sayilL Chota-- 
sath-saJei’-Jcapi (Beug.) ; Kiinlcumpu-jitta (Tel.). 

Description. — Adidt male. Upper head, neck, back, scapulars 
and lower wing-coverts grey ; rump and upper tail-coverts bright 
scarlet ; median and greater coverte black ; quills dark brown, all 
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but the first four or five primaries with a diagonal patch of cream 
or pale scarlet at the base ; outer secondaries with the patch more 
scarlet; the middle pair of tail-feathers black, lateral feathers 
with broad scarlet-cream tips and black bases ; lores, chin, throat 
and sides of head dark grey or darkish grey ; breast and fianks 
scarlet, the yellow bases to the feathers showing up as orange 
through the red; abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts white, 
more or less suffused with yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill, legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 66 to 
72 mm.; tail 65 to 72 mm. ; tarsus about 15 mm.; culmen about 
9 mra. 

Female. Above similar to the male but a paler, browner grey, 
with the red on the wings replaced by orange-yellow and the 
scarlet-cream of the tail-feathers paler; the upper tail-coverts are 
always more or less scarlet and the rump is tinged with yellow ; 
chin, throat and nnderparts greyish white very faintly suffused 
with yellow. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male. 

Young birds are like the female and seem to lose the barring of 
the nestling stage quicker than most Minivets. 

INestling. Barred above with dark brown and with terminal 
yellow tips. 

Distribution. North-West and Western India, South to about 
Belgauin, Central India, East to Western Bengal, Chota Nagpore, 
Oudh and Behar. 

Nidification. The Indian Small Minivet breeds in Behar, Oudh 
and the North-West from March to May and in Central India, 
Bombay, etc., after the rains break from June to September. 
The nest is a tiny cup seldom exceeding two inches in diameter 
by one inch in depth and, as it is usually placed very high up in 
some big tree such as a Mango and Tamarind, it is very hard to 
find. It is the usual lichen-coated nest built by all Minivets and 
calls for no special description. The eggs number two or three, 
very rarely four, and vary very greatly in coloration. The 
ground is a pearly white, often tinted with sea-green, sometimes 
with pale buff or cream. The markings are some shade of 
reddish brown, sometimes very pale and confined to the large end 
where they form a ring or cup, sometimes dark and bold and 
numerous over the whole surface. Every intermediate type may 
also be met with. Fifty eggs average 16’4 x 13*2 mm. : maxima 
18-0 X 14*0 mm. ; minima 16*0 X 13*0 and 16'0 x 12*7 mm. 

Habits. The Small Minivet is a bird of well-wooded tracts but 
not of dense forests and frequents cultivation and the vicinity of 
houses and villages, quite commonly entering and even breeding 
in gardens. It is a ve^ cheerful active little bird associating in 
small or large flocks during the non-breeding season . It is a bird of 
the Plains and does not ascend the mountains above the foot-hills. 
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(746) Pericrocotus peregrinus vividiis. 

The Euhmese Small Minivet. 

Fericroeotiis jpereffnnua vividus Stuart Bal^er^ Bull. B. O. C., xl, 
p. 114 (1920) (Attaraii River, Burma). 

Vernacular names. Chota-sath salci-lcapi (Beng.); Dao ribi 
gajao-i-aba (Oaehari) ; Kolc-si-champay-pillay (Siam) ; Ingomi 
(Kacha Naga). 

Description. — Adult male. Darker and browner above than 
P. p. peregrimis, the throat rather a blacker grey and the lower 
parts much brighter yellow with the red o£ the breast extending 
further down. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the preceding 
bird. 

Female differs in degree from the Indian bird as does the male. 
It is darker and a little browner above and has much more yellow 
below. 

Distribution. Eastern Bengal and Assam, Burma, Siam, Cochin 
China, Yunnan and Annain. 

Mididcation. Similar to that of the last race, but this form 
breeds aho in forested area as well as in open country and gardens, 
etc. Mr. E. G. Herbert, to whom I am indebted for a series of 
the eggs, says that Durian and Tamarind trees are the favourite 
but that they also sometimes breed on the Betal Palms. The 
nests are generally placed between 30 and 40 feet from the 
ground. Twenty-two eggs average 10'5xl3’4 mm.: maxima 
18’8xl4'7 mm.; minima 15-3xl3'3 and 15-5 x 13-0 mm. In 
colour, of course, they cannot be distinguished from those of the 
other races. The breeding-season is March and April running iutp 
June. 

Habits. Similar to those of P. p. peregrinus but they ascend 
the hills to at least 4,000 feet and Mr. C. Hopwood records that 
they bred in the gardens at Mayiuyio at 3,500 feet, placing their 
nests in pines, oaks, etc. 


(747) PericrocotTis peregriims malabaricus. 

The Malaba-B Shabl Minivet. 

Pairus malabiiricus Gmel., S. N., i, p. 1012 (1789) (Malabar). 

Vernacular names. Kxmkumpu-jitta (Tel.); Batugem-hurida^ 
JBLos-Tcurula (Ceylon), 

Description. — ^Adnlt male. This is the darkest of all the races 
of peregrinus^ the chin and throat are a glossy black ; the scarlet 
of the breast deeper and more extensive and the abdomen yellow 
with no white. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the other races. 
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Females. Hardly distinguishable from P. p. peregrinus but 
generally darker above with more yellow below. 

Distribution. Southern India, South of a line drawn diagonally 
across from and including Belgaum on the West to Madras, or a 
little North of the City of Madras on the East; Ceylon. 

Nidification like that of the other races, but the nest is not 
seldom placed quite low down, five to twenty feet from the 
ground. The breeding-season is March to July. Twenty-four 
eggs average 16*5 x 13*5 mm.: maxima 17*6xl3'3 and 17*0 x 
14‘0 mm. : minima 16*3 X 13*4 and 16*5 x 13*0 mm. 

Habits. Those of the species. It is confined to the Plains and 
low hills but apparently breeds in Travancore up to some 2,000 
feet. 


(748) Pericrocotus peregrinus pallidus. 

The Sito Smaeii Minivbt. 

JPericrocotvs peregrinus pallidus Stuart Baker, Bull. B. 0. 0., xl, 
p. 115 (1920) (Larkhana, Sind). 

Vernacular names. Bulahchasm (Hind.). 

Description. — Adult male. Above very pale grey, the throat 
darker but never blackish ; below the scarlet is confined to the 
upper breast ; the greater part of the abdomen, vent and under tail- 
coverts are pure white ; the lateral tail-feathers are pale brick-pink. 

The female is even paler with the lower parts devoid of all 
yellow ; the wing patch is the palest cream and the lateral tail- 
feathers still paler. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the other races. 

Distribution. Sind and the extreme North-West of India. 
Birds from Mt. Aboo are very pale and should probably be 
assigned to this race rather than to tyigicsl peregrinus. 

Nidifi.cation. Nothing recorded. 

Habits. Those of the species. 

(749) Pericrocotus erythropygiiis. 

The Whitk-belxied Minivbt. 

Muscicapa erytliropygia Jerdou, Madr. Journ. L. S., xi, p. 17 (1840). 

PeHcrocottut erythropygitLS. Blauf. & Oates, i, p, 488. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Whole head, back, scapulars, lesser, 
median and primary coverts and upper tail-coverts black ; inner 
greater wing-coverts white; quills black, all but the first pair with 
a patch of white near the base ; inner secondaries white on the 
outer webs and tips of inner webs ; tail, four central rectrices 
black, the lateral feathers white and diagonally black at the base ; 
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rump and breast crimson orange-red di\icled from the black throat 
by a white band, extending to the sides of the neck : lower breast, 
flanks and abdomen ^^hite; axillaries and under wing-coverts 
black and white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel or golden-hazel : bill, legs and 
feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm. ; wing 6G to 
71 mm.; tail 06 to 74 nim. ; tarsus about 13 to 14 mm.; culmen 
9 to 10 mm. 

Female. Lores dark brown ; forehead and traces of a super- 
ciliuin white; rump wliite and orange; remaining upper plumage 
brown, rather darker on the head ; tail as in the male ; wing as in 
the male but dark brown instead of black ; lower plumage white, 
the breast washed with grey-brown. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male. 

Distribution. Central India, practically the whole of the Bombay 
Presidency, South to Tra\ancore (Stewart), Nilgiri and Palni 
Hills, North-West to Sind and North-East to Oudh, JBehar and 
Lohardagga. 

There seem to be two well-marked forms of this Miiiivet, one 
with a crimson breast and one with an orange-red breast. Birds 
from Sambhur East and North and North-East all have the orange- 
red breast very w^ell marked whilst birds from the South and South- 
West all have crimson breasts. On the other Land, a few birds 
from round about Sambhur, */. e. Ajmere, G-urgaon etc., have 
orange-red breasts. It would appear that the two forms meet 
here but more material is necessary before any safe division can be 
made. 

Nidiflcation. Mr. J. Davidson found this bird breeding in some 
numbers in Khandesh and Kanara and Mr. Stewart has eggs 
from Travancore. The nests are little cups made of grass-stems 
ornamented outside with greyish-white vegetable fibre and not 
with lichen and bark as are those of most Minivets. Again, 
instead of being placed high up in trees they are built in thorny 
scrub, growing in extra thick patches of jungle where there are 
ample trees to build on if so desired. The eggs are greyish white 
marked all over with longitudinal streaks of dark brown with a 
few underlying pale streaks of lavender-grey. Twenty eggs 
average 17*4 x 13*4 mm. : maxima 19*0 x 13*3 and 18*0 x 14*4 mm. ; 
minima 16*5 x 13*0 mm. They breed during March and April and 
again in July, August and September, laying two or three eggs 
only. 

Habits. The White-bellied Minivet is a frequenter of forest 
both thin and dense and is especially fond of rather thick scrubby 
undergrowth in ravines and broken country. Except that they 
hunt for their insect prey in among bushes and low trees rather 
than among the higher trees, their habits are those of the other 
Minivets. 
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(750) Fericrocotns albifirons. 

Jehdon’s Minitet. 

Periorocotits albifrons Jerdon, Ibis, 1862, p. 20 (Upper Barma, 
Thayetmyo) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 489. 

Yernaciilar names. Hnet-mintTia (Burmese). 

Description. Similar to the White-bellied Minivet but has the 
forehead, a broad supercilium, chin and throat pure white; the 
rump has the red less extensive and the white more so. 

Colours of soft parts and llleasurements as in the preceding 
bird. 

Eemale differs from that of P. eTythropygius in having less red 
on the rump. 

Distribution. Practically the whole of Burma from the Chin, 
Kachin and Shan States to Tenasserim. 

Nididcation. Jerdon’s Minivet breeds in the Chin Hills and in 
the broken country in Pakokku in May and June, making a nest 
just like that of the White-bellied Minivet, built sometimes in low 
bushes or cane brakes and sometimes quite high up in trees. 
Eggs taken by Captain Venning and Mr. P. MacDonald are like 
those of the White-bellied Minivet but average decidedly paler. 
They measure about 17*3 x 13’7 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of the preceding species. 

(751) Pericrocotus cinereus. 

The Ashy Mii^ivet. 

Fefi'ierocolm cinerem Lafresn., Bev. Zool., viii, p. 94 (1845) (Luzon, 
Philippines) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 489. 

Vernacular names. Hone recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Lores, a line across the forehead 
next the bill, posterior cro»vn,'nape and part of the ear-coverts 
black; forehead and anterior crown, chin, cheeks, part of the ear- 
coverts and whole lower plumage white, washed with ashy on the 
flanks and breast ; upper plumage dark ashy-grey ; wing-ooverfcs 
dark brown, edged with ashy; primaries dark brown, all but 
the first four edged with grey and with a concealed white 
speculum ; inner secondaries grey on the outer webs, blackish on 
the inner; four central tail-feathers black, the lateral feathers 
white with a diagonal black base. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill and feet black, 

Measurements. Total length about 200min. ;wing 95 to 
101 mm. ; tail 86 to 94 mm. ; tarsus about 17 mm, ; culmen about 
16 mm. 

Eemale. Paler than the male, no black on the head and the 
white forehead reduced to a mere trace ; the lores and frontal 
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line are dark brown ; greater wing-coverts and inner secondaries 
tipped with white. 

Distribution. Breeding in Japan, Amur and possibly JS'ortliern 
China, and in Winter extending to South China, the Indo-Chinese 
countries, Philippines, Sumatra, Borneo, Malay Peninsula, entering 
South Burma as a very rare straggler only. 

Nidiflcation. Owston found this Minivet breeding in great 
numbers about Mount Puji at and over 2,000 feet. The nest he 
describes as a “ broad shallow cup of flue twigs, lined with grass 
and placed on boughs of trees between 15 and 30 feet from the 
ground." The eggs number four or five and in colour they seem 
to run through all the variations found in the eggs of Pericrocotus 
peregrinus. They measure about 21*5 x 15*6 mm. The breeding- 
season appears to be May to June. 

Habits. This is the most migratory of all the Miuivets and 
there is no reason to think that they breed anywhere in the 
South, though Herbert found them paired before leaving Siam in 
April. La Touche records their passing through Chinkiang in 
April and May and says that none stay there to breed. 

(752) Pericrocotus cantonensis. 

S WIN hoe's Minivet. 

Pericrocotus cantonemis Swinhoe, Ibis, 1861, p. 42 (Canton, China) ; 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 490. 

YernacTilar names. ISTone recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Forehead, anterior crown, chin, 
cheeks, throat and a semi-collar on the neck white ; hinder part 
of crown, nape, back, scapulars and wing-coverts very dark ashy- 
brown ; rump'and upper tail-coverts pale brown ; greater coverts 
sometimes obsoletely tipped grey; quills dark bro\’in, an almost 
concealed white patch at the base of the inner primaries and outer 
secondaries ; four central tail-feathers dark brown ; lateral tail- 
feathers white with broad brown diagonal bases ; lower plumage 
pale smohy-brown, darkest on the breast. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel ; bill black, inside of mouth 
fiesh-colour ; legs and feet black. ' 

Measurements. Total length about 200 mm.; wing 82 to 
92 mm. ; tail 83 to 90 mm. ; tarsus about 15 to 16 mm. ; culmen 
about 13 mm. 

Female. Above like the male but w^ifch very little white on the 
forehead and the crown and back a little paler ; wings and tail as 
in the male. 

Distribution. Breeding in East and North-East China. In 
W'interto South China, Maliy States, Indo-Chinese countries 
and occasionally into South Burma, 

Nidification. Messrs. La Touche and Bickett found this bird 
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breeding during May and June in iFoochow and Chinkiang. The 
nests are described as beautifully neat little cups made of fine 
grass, moss, fibre, roots and pine-needles plastered over with 
cobwebs outside and decorated with lichen and a little moss. 
They are placed high-^ up in pine and other trees on the upper 
surface of a branch and not in a fork. The eggs number two 
to four and only differ from those of the preceding species in 
being smaller, thirty-six eggs average 19*8 x 15*3 mm. : maxima 
21*8 X 16*3 Dim. ; minima 18*6 X 15*1 and 20*3 X 14*9 mm. 

Habits. This Minivet is a frequenter both of woods and open 
country, breeding either in trees in cultivated land, orchards, etc., 
or in pine and other forests. It is migratory certainly to 
some extent but at present we do not know to what extent it is 
resident in South and South-West China. It associates in flocks 
and has similar voice, flight, diet, etc., to other species of Minivets. 


Genus LALAGIE. 

Ldlage Boie, Isis, 1826, p. 973. 

Type, Lalage ter at (= nigra). 

The name Ganypephaga being preoccupied, the above name 
must be used for this genus. 

The genus Lalage contains a number of species the predomi- 
nating colour of which is grey. The bill is comparatively weak*, 
the tip being but slightly bent down and notched ; the nostrils 
are nearly concealed by plumes, the wing is pointed and the tail- 
feathers graduated. 

The sexes differ slightly in some, more strongly in others. 


Key to Species, 


A. Wing over 106 mm L, melaschista, p. 336. 

B. Wing 106 or under, generally under 102 mm. 

a. SupOTcilium absent or only ieuntly indicated. 
a\ Throat and abdomen uniform grey in the 

adult L,Jimh'iata^ p. 389. 

h'. Throat black in the adult, abdomen grey. L. sgkem, cf , p. 340. 
c'. Throat and abdomen white, cross-barred 

with brown Z. sykesii, $ , p. 340. 

b, A conspicuous white supercilium at all ages. Z. mgra, p. 841. 


Lalage melaschista. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Grey of plumage dark bluish ; under tail- 

coverts dark grey Z. m,mela8chi8ta, p. 337. 

B. Gre;^ of plumage paler ; under tail-coverts 

whiter L. m. avensis, p. 338. 
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(753) Lalage melaschista melascldsta. 

Thb Dabb G-rex CircEoo-SuaiKE. 

Volvocivora ^nelascJiistos Kodi^., Ind. llev., i, p. 328 (1837) (Nepal). 

Campophaga melanoschuta. JBlanf. & Oates, i, p. 491. 

Vernacular names. Kahasl (Beng.). 

Description. — Adnlt male. Lores and feathers round the eye 
black ; wings black ; tail black, the central tail-feathers immaculate 
or narrowly tipped with white and the lateral feathers with broader 
white tips. The remainder of the plumage dark bluish grey. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown ; bill black ; 
legs and feet dark slaty to almost black. 

Measurements. Total length about 220 to 230 mm. ; wing 
114 to 123 ram. ; tail 98 to 118 mm. ; tarsus about 19 to 20 mm. ; 
eulmen about 17 mm. 

Eemale similar in all respects to the male but rather paler. 
Many females retain traces of the juvenile barring on the 
uuderparts. 



Fig. 5]. — ^Head of L. m. melaschista. 

Young. Paler grey below, barred from chin to under tail-coverts 
with dusky brown and each feather with a whitish fringe ; tail- 
feathers cross-rayed with blackish and with the broad white tips 
more or less barred with brown ; the wing-coverts and quills are 
narrowly edged with white- In. a still younger stage the upper 
parts are faintly barred with darker and the ear-coverts are 
streaked with white; the inner vrebs of the primaries and outer 
secondaries are marked with white and the under wing-coverts 
barred black and white. 

Nestling like the young, but the whole of the upper surface 
barred with black and white, or fulvous, and with the wing- 
coverts very broadly edged with buff or whitish. 

Distribution. Himalayas, Muree to Eastern Assam both North 
and South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur, Lushai Hills, Tippera, 
Chittagong, the plains of India from latitude 16° northwards. 

Nidification. The Dark Grey Cuckoo-Shrike breeds from May 
to July at all elevations up to about 7,500 feet and dowm to the 
foot-hills. The nest is a shallow frail-looking saucer of fine twigs, 
roots, etc., very compactly interlaced and strongly bound together 
with cobw^ebs. Sometimes there is no lining and sometimes a 
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slight lining o£ grass-stems ; outside there are always a few- 
decorative scraps of lichen, moss or bark, and occasionally the 
whole nest is covered with these. It is generally placed in a 
horizontal fork or on the upper surface of a bough high up in a 
forest-tree. The eggs number two or three, and are pale green to 
pale grey-green in colour profusely marked with longitudinal 
blotches ot brown with a few others underlying of neutral tint. 
Thirty eggs average 24-5 x 17*5 mm. : maxima 26-6 X 18-0 and 
26‘2 X 18 8 mm. ; minima 22‘5 x 17’0 and 23*0 x 16*3 mm, 

Hahits. This Cuckoo-Shrike is a Summer visitor to the hills, 
being found in Winter in the plains and in the foot-hills at about 
2,000 feet, a few birds remaining as high as 4,000 feet. They 
are found both singly and in pairs and sometimes in small flocks 
during the Winter, frequenting well- wooded country, light forest 
and orchards, though in the breeding-season they keep entirely to 
forest. They are quiet birds and 1 have heard no song, but they 
call to one another with a single plaintive note and have also a 
few low and rather harsh conversational notes. Their food is 
entirely insectivorous and consists chiefly of soft food, such as 
caterpillars and soft-winged insects, which they hunt for in among 
the branches ot low and moderate-sized trees. They never 
descend to the ground. 

(754) Lalage melascMsta avensis. 

The Pale Geby CuoKoo-SHErKE. 

CampepKaga avmm Blyth, Oat. B. A.S., p. 327 (1847) (Arakan) 
(description in J. A. 8. B., xv, p. 307, 1846). 

Campophaga Tnelanoptera, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 492. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Bescription. A decidedly paler bird both above and below than 
melascJiista. The female is generally paler than the male and 
retains faint markings resembling those of the immature bird. 

Young bird like that of the preceding race but much paler. 

I find that with the immense series now available for exami- 
nation, about 200 skins, it is quite impossible to distinguish 
between avensis (= melanojptera)^ intermedia and Icoratensis, The 
principal characters depended upon for separation have been (1) 
depth of colour, (2) si2e and (3) amount of white on the abdomen 
and under tail-coverts. In each case these characters are purely 
individual and, when series from various geographical ranges are 
laid out side by side, each area will be found to contain 
individuals which agree exactly with others from elsewhere and, 
so much is this the case, that even the averages are much the 
same. 

As regards size the following are the measurements I have 
been able to obtain ; — 
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Northern birds, Chiu Hills to 
Shan States etc. 

Central Burmese and Siam birds. . 
South Teuasserim and Siam birds . 
Chinese birds 


Wing 

112 

to 

122 

Tail 

86 

to 

94 

AVing 

111 

to 

129 

Tail 

89 

to 

100 

Wing 

107 

to 

129 

Tail 

88 

to 

95 

Wing 

115 

to 

129 

Tail 

89 

to 

100 


Distribution. Burma from extreme North to South, the whole 
of Shan States, Siam, Yunnan and South China. 


Nidification. Similar to that of the Dark Grey Cuckoo-Shrike. 
The few eggs I ha've seen were collected for me in Tenasseriin 
and sent to me with nests and parent- birds. They were taken in 
May and the eggs measure from 20*2 to 24*0 mm. in length and 
from 17“ 1 to 18“2 mm. in breadth. 


Habits. Those of the preceding race. 


Lalage fimbriata. 

Cehlepijris jimbriata Temm., PI. Col., hi, 249-250 C826j. 
Type-locality : Java. 


(755) Lalage fimbriata neglecta. 

Tub Small OucKoo-SnniKE. 

Volvocivora neglecta Hume, S. F,, v, p. 203 (1877) (S. Tenasserim). 

Campophaga neglecta, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 493. 

Yernacnlar names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adnlt male. Like L. wi. melaschista but very 
much smaller and with a shorter, less graduated tail ; the abdomen 
is generally darker, but the under tail-coverts vary from white to 
pale grey as in that bird and the amount of white on the inner 
webs of the primaries varies to the same extent. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown to crimson ; bill and feet 
black. 

Measurements. Total length about 220 mm.; wing 95 to 
106 mm. ; tail 75 to 83 mm.; tarsus about 21 to 22 mm. ; culmen 
about 14 to 15 mm. 

Female when fully adult similar to the male and no paler, but 
young birds retain the barring on the under plumage for some 
time. 

Young. Paler grey above and below and barred throughout 
the lower plumage with black. 

Nestling. Barred above with black and with white fringes to the 
feathers ; below barred black and w’hite or black and fulvous. 

Distributiou. Peni nsular Burma and Siam to N. Malay States ; 
birds from South Malay seem to agree with cidmitiata (Hay) in 
always having the under tail-coverts dark grey and the white spots 

• z 2 
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on the tail very small. The true fimlriata from Java is very dark 
and Sharpe’s polioptera from Cochin China very pale — o£ this last’ 
mentioned race there are only three specimens in the British 
Museum collection, all very young birds, and more material will 
probably show them to be, as Sharpe himself finally thought, 
merely neglecta, 

Nidfication. Nothing recorded. 

Habits. Similar to those of other Cuckoo-Shrikes. 

(756) Lalage sykesii. 

The Black-headed Cdokoo-Shriee. 

Lalage sgltem Strickl., A. M. N. H., (1) xiii, p. 36 (1844) (Calcutta)-. 
Campophaga sykesi, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 493 

VernactLlar names. Kasya (Hind.) ; Chinna akurayi 

(Tel.). 

Description. — Adult male. Whole head, neck, upper breast 
and upper back black ; back, scapulars, lesser wing-coverts,, 
rump and upper tail-coverts grey, the last paler; median and 
greater wing-coverts black broadly edged and tipped with grey; 
primary-coverts very narrowly edged with grey ; quill -feathers 
black, the primaries narrowly, the secoudaries broadly tipped and 
edged with greyish white ; a large patch of white on the bases of 
all but the first primary and on most of the secondaries ; this vanes 
very greatly in extent and in some specimens is small and appears 
on the secondaries as a mottling only ; central tail-featliers grey, 
outer feathers black with a white tip, increasing in width to the 
outermost ; lower breast and flanks grey, paling to white on the 
abdomen, vent, under tail-coverts, wing-coverts and axiilaries. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown to crimson ; bill, legs and 
feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 190 mm. ; wing 98 to 
110 mm. (Ceylon birds 92 to 101 mm. only) ; tail 62 to 70 mm. ; 
tarsus about 21 mm. ; culmen about 14 to 15 mm. 

Female. Above grey, paler on the rump and upper tail-covert& 
which are faintly barred with black and fringed with very pale 
grey ; wings and tail as in the male but dark brown instead of 
black and the former more marked with grey ; below from chin to 
vent often tinted with fulvous, barred throughout with black; 
centre of abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts white. 

Young. Feathers of the upper plumage tipped pale and barred 
with black ; below like the female but more closely barred and 
generally much more fulvous. 

Distribution. Ceylon and the whole of India as far North as« 
Bengal on the Bast and Bombay on the West, a diagonal line 
from Bombay to Chota Nagpore representing its limits fairfy 
correctly. It has been recorded from Assam, bnt in 30 years’ 
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residence in that Province I never heard oF its occurrence North 
of the Brahmaputra, though I obtained it thrice in 15 years in the 
Oachar District on the South. 

NidifLcation. The Black-headed Cuckoo-Shrike breeds in Ceylon 
during March and April and in South India and the Deccan froni 
June to August. The nests are small replicas of those of 
X. VI. melascUmta measuring under 3 inches in diameter by 1 inch 
or less in depth. They are made oF fine roots and slender twigs 
fastened together with cobwebs and placed in a fork of a tree some 
five to fifteen feet from the ground. In Ceylon the eggs seem to 
always number two but in India three is the normal clutch. 
They only differ from those of L. m. melctscliista in size, thirty 
eggs averaging 22*2 x 16-1 mm. The extremes are 23’8xl6-8, 
22*8 X 17 0 and 19*9 x 151 mm. 

Habits. This little Cuckoo-Shrike is far more a frequenter of 
open but well-wooded country than are any of the preceding birds 
of this genus. It is found round about villages and in cultivated 
tracts and, according to Davidson, is also common during the 
breeding-season in scrub-jungle and Anjan forest in the South of 
the Bombay Presidency. It is a silent bird but Blewitt says that 
in the breeding-season it constantly utters an attempt at a song, a 
mere repetition of one plaintive note. It seeks its insect-prey 
high up in tall trees, often descending to the smaller trees and 
bush-jungle, but never actually to the gi’oimd itself. 

(757) Lalage nigra nigra. 

The Pied Cuckoo-Shrike. 

Turdus nitjer Forster, Ind. ZooL, p. 41 (1781) (India, now restricted 
to Nicobars). 

Campophaga terat. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 495. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — ^Adult male. Base of the forehead and supercilium 
white ; lores, a line through the eye, crown, neck, back, scapulars 
and lesser wing-coverts glossy black; rump and upper tail- 
coverts grey ; median and greater coverts black, broadly edged 
with white ; primary-coverts black narrowly edged with white ; 
quills black, the primaries and outer secondaries with a broad 
patch of white at the base of the inner coverts, the latter also 
edged white; tail black, the central narrowly, the others more 
broadly tipped with white ; under plumage white suffused with 
grey on the breast and flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown to lake-red ; bill, legs and 
feet black, the scales of the tarsi edged with slate. 

JMEeasurements. Total length about 175 min.; wing 86 to 
89 mm. ; tail 57 to 64 mm. ; tarsus about 20 mm. ; culmen about 
14 mm. 
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Female. Upper plumage grey ; in the wings and tail the black 
is replaced by brown ; the white on the wdng is less developed 
and bold ; the breast and flanks are faintly barred w ith dusky. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the male. 

Young male like the female but browner above. 

Mestling. Upper plumage barred with fulvous and black and 
much browner than in the female ; below the breast and flanks 
are marked with narrow black shaft-lines. 

Distribution. Nicobars only in India, Malay Peninsula and 
S.W. Siam, Borneo, Sumatra. 

NidificatLon. A nest and eggs sent me by Mr. W. A. T. Kellow 
was found on 17th May and the nest is described by him as a 
slight structure made of flue sticks fastened to a small branch 
with cobwebs, and covered with lichens externally. Taken in 
very dense forest in the foot-hills.'^ The eggs two in number are 
like those of the Black-headed Cuckoo-Shrike, but rather brown. 
They measure 21*8 x 16*0 and 22*1 x 15*0 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. Apparently restricted to forest- 
land and not found in the open or round about villages and 
cultivation. 


Genus GRADCAIiUS. 

Ch'amdhis Cuvier, Regne Anim., p. 841 (1817). 
l^pe, Graucalus jpoptemm. 

The genus Graucalus is very like LcAcige in many respects, but 
has a comparatively longer and more pointed wing and a much 
larger, more massive bill. 


Key to Species, 


A. Tail broadly tipped with white <r. mmei^ p. 342. 

B. Tail very narrowly tipped with paler brown or 

whitish Q, dobaoni, p. 346. 


Graucalus macei. 


Key to Subspecies. 


A. Adult female with chin, throat and upper 

breast barred. 

а. Medium size, wing average 157 mm. . . 

б. Large size, wing average 178*6 mm 

c, Sujall size, wing average 146*0 mm. , . , 

B. ^dult female with no bars present on chin, 

throat or upper breast. Wing average 
about 168*0 mm 


6r. m. macei, p. 343. 

G. m. mpalensiSi p. 344. 
G. m, layardt, p. 3d5. 


G. m. siainenais, p. 345. 
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(7oS) Graucalus macei macei. 

The Laege Jneiah Cdtckoo-Sheieb. 

Graucalvis macei Less., Traits, p. 349 (1831) (Bengal) ; Blanf. & 
Oates, i, p. 496. 

Yemacular names. Kaeya (Hind.); Kabasi (Beug.); Pedda 
aJcurai (Tel.). 

Description. — Adult male. Lores, ear-coverts and cheeks black 
or dark blackish grey ; whole upper plumage grey, the rump and 
upper tail-coverts paler as a rule ; wing-coverts like the back ; 
primary-coverts black very narrowly edged with grey; quills 
black, the primaries narrowly, the secondaries broadly edged with 
^ey ; middle tail-feathers ash3'’-brown tipped paler, lateral tail- 
feathers black, tipped brownish white, the bieadth increasing in 
extent outwardly and also edging the outer webs of the outermost 
feather ; chin and throat like the back, paling gradually until the- 
abdomen is very pale grey and the under tail-coverts pure white. 



Fig, 52 — Head of G. 7U. macei. 


Colours of soft parts. Iris brown to blood-red or crimson in 
old males ; eyelids plumbeous ; bill black, the inside of the mouth 
flesh -col our; legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 280 mm.; wing 151 to 
173 mm., average 157 mm.; tail 92 to 128 mm.; tarsus about 
25 mm. ; culmen about 30 mm- 

Female. Similar to the male, but with the eye-streak not so 
black a grey; the whole lower surface from the throat to the 
vent is narrowly barred grey and white and the upper tail- 
coverts are fringed with white, with very faint subterminal dark 
bars. 

Measurements. AV’ing 149 to 166 mm. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris always brown ; otherwise as in the 
male. 

Young. Like the female but barred from chin to vent with 
black and white ; the marks on the upper tail-coverts and rump 
are more pronounced. 
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Kestling like the young, but with the upper surface and wings 
tipped and margined with pale ferruginous. 

Distribution. The whole of Continental India South of the Hima- 
layas from Garhvval to West Assam, excluding the country at then- 
bases. In the North-West this race wanders into the Himalayas 
to some height, possibly 4,000 feet or more. The Eastern Bengal 
bird is very large and must be included in the next race, as must 
those from Northern Behar. It extends South to Travancore. 

Nidification. The Large Cuckoo-Shrike builds a nest very like 
that of the genus though larger but it is nearly al\Aays 

placed in an outermost branch of a lofty tree — often it is quite 
conspicuous and even more inaccessible. The eggs, which 
number two or three, have almost invariably to be taken out with 
a small butterfly-net or some similar contrivance. When fresh 
the eggs are green in ground-colour, varying from very pale lo 
rather deep olive-green or grey-green but they speedily lose their 
green tint unless kept very carefully from the light and then 
become buff or yellow-tan, the colour of some eggs even when 
fresh. The markings consist of bold but rather scanty blotches 
of dark brown with more numerous secondary markings of pale 
inky -purple. In some eggs the markings are smaller, more 
numerous and paler. Twenty-tw^o eggs average 31-0 x 22*4 mm. ; 
maxima 33*2 X 23*2 mm. ; minima 28*8 X 22*5 and 30*2 x 21*3 mm. 

Habits. This Shrike is found in flocks of four or five in the 
Winter, sometimes two families joining forces. They are noisy 
birds and, as they fly one after another from tree to tree, utter 
constantly a very harsh grating dissyllabic call. They are not 
active birds either when feeding or when on the wing, though 
they will sometimes go through contortions when flying rather 
similar to those indulged in by the Boilers. Tliey hunt almost 
entirely on the higher trees and feed principally on insects but 
also partly on seeds and fruit, whilst birds in captivity will greedily 
eat plantains. 


(759) Graucalus macei nipalensis. 

The Labgb Himaiatait Cttcjcoo-Sheike. 

Gramalm nipalensis Hodgs., Lad. Rev., 5, p. 327 (1837) (Nepal). 

Graucalus macei, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 496 (part.). 

Yernacular names. Talling-^ho (Lepcha). 

Description. Similar to G, macei macei^ but larger, with a wing 
averaging 178*5 mm. and for males between 170 and 191 mm. and 
for females between 163 and 186 mm. The throat and fore-neck 
of the adult female are barred. 

Distribution. The lower hills of the Himalayas from Garhwal 
and Western Nepal, through Sikkim, Bhutan and the hills of 
Western Assam ; South to Northern Behar and North-east Bengal 
West of the Brahmaputra. 
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Mdification. Similar to that of the last bird, but the fcew eggs 
I have seen are very big, averaging about 33*6 x 23*4 mm. 

Habits. This race is found almost entirely in the broken foot- 
hills and lower mountains up to some 4,000 feet during the 
breeding-season, probably wandering up to about 6,000 feet on rare 
occasions. A few birds, however, undoubtedly remain in the 
plains during the Summer and I have such records from Jalpaiguri, 
Darrang in Assam, Calcutta, Northern Behar, etc. Like the last 
bird it is only found in well-wooded couiitz'y, and prefers forest 
to open plains and cultivated tracts. 


(700) Graucalus macei layardi. 

The CEYLO^'■ Lahge CuoKOo-SHaiKE. 

Ch'aucalus layardi Blj'th, Ibis, 1866, p. 368 (Ceylon). 

Vernacular names. Pedda akuml (Tel.). 

Description. Differs from the preceding races of tins genus 
ouly in its very small size, the wing being on an average 145 nim. ; 
the males vary from 145 to 150 nim. and the females from 140 
to 145 mm. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Distribution. Ceylon ouly. Birds from the extreme South of 
Travancore do not, as would seem likely, belong to this race. 

HidifLcation. Nothing recorded beyond the fact that it is 
supposed to breed in June. 

Habits. Those of the species. Legge says that it is found on 
high forest-trees near rivers, tanks or other natural openings in 
the forest. It seems to be a more shy, wild bird than its cousins 
in India and Burma. 


(761) Graucalus macei siamensis. 

The Siamese Laug-e Cuckoo-Shbike. 

Graucalus macei siammsis Stuart Baker, Bull. B. U. C., xxxvii, 
p. 69 (1918) (Minam-Kraben, Siam). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Male similar to that of G, m, ni^yalensii, but 
the adult female differs from all the preceding races in having 
no bars on the chin, throat and upper breast. The Hainan form 
differs in being smaller and in having a darker chin and throat 
(larvatuB Hartert). 

Measurements. The following aie the wing-measurements for 
the various areas inhabited by this subspecies : — 
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North Burma 

<j. 

Wing 169 to 179 mm. 

19 specimens. 

and Assam. 






Central Burma . , . 


tf 

157 to 174 „ 

14 



2. 


161 to 174 „ 

15 

3f 

South Burma 

.c?. 


168 to 180 „ 

9 

33 


2. 

33 

163 to 174 „ 

6 

33 

Siam 

■ 6- 

33 

166 to 192 „ 

8 

33 


2- 

i3 

166 to 160 „ 

7 

33 

Numerous unsexed birds 

come in all cases 

in betwe( 


extremes given for the two sexes and substantiate the above. 

Distribution. Eastern and South Assam, Burma, Chin, Kachin 
Hills, Shan States, Siam and Indo-Chinese countries. 

Nidification. Similar to that of G. m. nijjalensis. Hopwood 
found a nest with eggs, near Akyab, in March and in this month 
Anderson also took eggs in the Andamans. In Assam it breeds 
in May and June, rarely in April. The eggs, which are generally 
two only, seldom three, average, for ten, 32*0 x 22*5 mm. 

Habits. Those of the species. This is a common bird in the 
Assam Hills South of the Brahmaputra below 3,000 feet, though 
it is found up to at least 4,000 feet. Those I examined had fed 
on insects of all kinds, many large species of Coleoptera, larvae of 
the same, fruit of several kinds, berries and, once only, millet. 
This latter may have been swallowed with the Apbidae, which 
were then infesting the ripe grain. It extends into the plains 
throughout the area in which it is found. 


(,762) Graucalus dobsoui. 

Dobson’s Cuckoo-Seeikb. 

Graucalus dohsoni Ball, J. A. S. B., xli, pt. 2, p. 281 (1872) 
(Andamans) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 497. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. A line from the nostrils, lores, 
cheeks, ear-coverts and sides of neck black ; upper plumage and 
lesser wing-coverts dark iron-grey ; median and greater coverts and 
quills black, very narrowly edged with pale grey ; tail black, the 
outer feathers faintly tipped white, the tip more apparent on 
the outermost ; chin, throat and breast paler iron-grey ; under 
surface, axillaries, under wing-coverts and edge of wing greyish 
white, narrowly barred with black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris crimson ; bill, legs and feet black. 

Measuremeiits. Total length about 260 mm. ; wing 153 to 
166 mm. ; tail 112 to 135 mm, : tarsus about 24 mm. : culmen 
about 26 to 28 mm. 

Eemale similar to the male, but barred throughout below with 
black and white ; the lores are mottled with white and grey. 

Measurements. Wing 151 to 160 mm. 
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YoTmg. Upper plumage rufous or rufous- white barred with 
black ; greater coverts with broad rufous edges ; inner secondaries 
and scapulars barred with black and edged with rufous ; chin to 
breast rufous and thence to under tail-coverts white, the whole 
narrowly barred with black. 

Distribution. Andamans. 

NidiJication. All that is known of this species is that a nest and 
one egg were taken in the end of April. The finder took it for 
granted that the bird was Graitaalus macei but, years after, sent to 
me nest, egg and bird to identify, when it proved to be tlie Andaman 
species. The nest was the usual shallow, frail-looking but really 
strongly-built structure made by this species and was placed high 
up in a big tree on the outskirts of dense forest. The egg is like 
a weakly but numerously spotted egg of the Indian Large 
Cuckoo-Shrike and measures 34-0 X22T mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus but according to Davison this is 
more entirely a forest-bird, never venturing into open spaces. He 
remarks that it is always seen in pairs and that its slow, rather 
dipping flight is weaker than that of the Indian bird. 
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Family ARTAMlDiE. 

The ArtamidxB^ or Swallow-Shrikes, resemble the Shrikes m 
having the young barred both above and below and also in their 
strong bill, which, however, is neither notched nor hooked, though 
it is gently curved. Their principal characteristics are their very 
long powerful wings and their very short tarsi. The wings have 
the first primary very small and the second and third sub-equal 
and longest. The tail is short and square. The sexes are alike 
in plumage. 

In India there is but the one genus, Artamus. 

G-enus AETAMUS. 

Artamus Vieill., Analyse, p. 41 (1816). 

Type, A. leucogaster, 

A. leitoogaster=A, leucorliy^hos Gmel., S. N., i, p. 305 (1788) 
(Philippines). 

Characters those of the family. 

Key to Species. 

A. Bump of the same colour as the back . . . A.fusouSf p. 348. 

B. Rump white, different from the hack .... A. lemorhynchos, p, 350. 


(763) Artamus fiiscas. 

The Ashi Swaiiow-Shbikb. 

Artamm fusctis VieDl., Nouv. Diet. dTIist. Nat., xvii, p. 297 (1317) 
(Bengal) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 498. 

Vernacular names. TevH dbahU (Hind.); Tal-chatah (Beng.) ; 

(Tel.) ; (Mussal. in Beng.); SilliaTigchi-pJio 

(Lepcha). 

Description. Lores, feathers next the culmen and under the 
eye black; head and neck dark slaty-grey shading into dark 
vinous-brown on the back, rump, scapulars and shorter tail- 
coverts loDger upper tail-coverts white ; tail slaty-black, tipped 
with white ; wings dark grey, the inner quills very finely edged 
with white ; lower plumage pale vinous-brown, paler on the vent 
and middle of the abdomen ; under tail-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris blood-red ; bill bright mauve-blue in 
the male, grey-blue in the female, tipped with black ; the younger 
the bird the less and the duller the blue; legs slate-colour or 
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bluish-slate, more blue in the breeding-season than at other 
times. 

Measurements. Total length about 180 mm.; wing 126 to 
138 mm.; tail 53 to 64 mm.; tarsus 17 to 38 mm.; culmen 
18 to 19 mm. 

Young. Above brown, the feathers edged with pale rufous and 
with dark subterminal bars ; below pale rufescent narrowly barred 
with faint brown. The iris is dull glaucous-brown ; the bill is 
blackish brown with a yellow gape ; legs brownish livid or dull 
slate. 

Nestling. More freely and strongly barred than the fully fledged 
young and with the wing-coverts broadly edged with rufous and 
with subterminal dark bars. 

Distribution. Throughout the Empire from Ceylon to the 
Himalayas East of a line drau ii from Godra in the Pancli Mahals 
to Naini-tal inKumaon ; resident throughout the Plains and foot- 
hills up to 2,000 feet, and ascending the mountains up to 
5,000 feet in Summer. It extends throughout Burma, Shan 
States, Siam, Cochin China, Yunnan and Western China. 



Fig. 63.— Head of A.fuscus. 


Nidification. Throughout its habitat this Swallow-Shrike breeds 
during April, May and June, constructing a rather shallow flimsy 
nest of roots, flbre from cocoanut and date palms, or trom paliii- 
feriis and other odds and ends of various kinds, such as feathers, 
scraps of grass, etc., which have caught on the trees and bushes, for 
this bird never takes its nest-material from the ground. There is 
no lining as a rule but sometimes a few feathers are used for this 
purpose. The nest may be placed in any hole in a tree-stump or, 
more often, on a ledge or projecting stump or broken bough. A 
very favourite site is at the base ot the leaves of palms or palm- 
ferns or on the rougli projections from which the leaves have 
fallen. The eggs number two or three, very rarely four, and are 
rather Shrike-like in appearance. Tlie ground-colour varies 
from almost white to a rich yellowish-cream or bu%-cream ; 
the primary markings consist of blotches of reddish brown 
to deep purple-brown and there are always secondary, or sub- 
surface, markings of lavender and purplish grey. The markings 
are generally sparsely scattered about over the greater part of 
the egg, though more numerous at the larger end, where they 
sometimes form a ring or cap. Eifty eggs average 28-4X 17*1 mm.^ 
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and the extremes are: maxima 25’3xl7‘2 and 25*1x18*0 mm. ; 
minima 22*0x16*6 and 23*0 X 16*3 mm. 

Hahits. The Swallow-Shrihes are essentially gregarious birds, 
the males collecting in flocks even during the breeding-season and 
they often, especially in Siam, build their nests in small colonies or 
in very dose proximity to one another. They are not really 
migratory, though birds which are resident near the hills forsake 
the plains to breed and, where monsoons afe very heavy, they seek 
drier haunts during the heaviest rains. They are most elegant birds 
when on the wing and, bnt for their constant harsh cry and their 
comparative slow sailing through the air, might be taken for a 
a bevy of large Grey Swallows on the wing. They are very 
crepuscular during the hotter months of the year, feeding principally 
before 10 a M. and again after the sun gets low down. They catch 
all their food on the wing, sailing from some lofty perch in wide 
circles all together and then once more collecting on one branch, 
30 or 40 birds huddled close up in the smallest space possible. A 
few minutes of shuflBiing about and getting comfortable and, for 
no apparent reason, a further launching into the air again. This 
may go on for an hour before darkness descends and they finally 
settle down to sleep. 

Artamus lencorhynchos. 

Lanius teucorhyncliuB Linn., Mantissa, p. 624 (1771). 

Type-locality : Manila. 

(764) Artamus leucorhynchos humei. 

Hume’s White-eumped Swallow-Sheike. 

Artamus leucorhynchos humei Stresemann, Nov. Zool., xx, p. 291 
(1913) (Andamans). 

Artamus leucogaster, Blanf. & Oates, p. 499. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Head and neck slaty-grey, changing to purplish 
grey-brown on back, scapulars and lesser wing-coverts; rump, 
upper tail-co verts and wliole under surface from breast pure 
white ; tail blackish brown with very narrow pale tips. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale blue, dark blue, to deep brown ; 
bill pale blue, tipped with black ; legs and feet dark slaty to 
practically black. 

Measurements. Wing 127 to 134 mm.; tail 55 to 60 mm.; 
tarsus about 15 to 16 mm. ; culmen 16 to 17 mm. 

Young. Barred above with rufescent and with dark blackish 
bars ; wing-coverts narrowly tipped with pale rufous. 

Distribution. Andamans and the Great and Little Cocos 
Islands. This form differs from typical leucorhynchos^ as pointed 
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out by Hume, in. being a far purer slaty, less sooty colour on the 
head and back. 

Nidifi-Cation and Habits differ in no way from those of the 
preceding species. Twenty-six eggs average 23*1 X 17*0 mm.; 
maxima 23*6 X 16-8 and 23*2 x 17‘2 mm. ; minima 23*3 x 17*1 and 
23*0 X 16 5 mm. Mr. B. B. Osmaston says that they breed in 
March, April and May, almost invariably placing their nests 
on the broken-off stump of some stout branch of a tree. 
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Family DICEURID^. 

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the 
bronchial semi-rings ; the edges of both mandibles smooth, with a 
single notch in the upper one ; hinder aspect of tarsus smooth and 
bilaminated ; wing with ten primaries ; tongue non-tubular ; 
nostrils clear of the line of forehead; the lower edge of the 
nostril nearer to the commissure than the upper edge is to the 
culmen ; plumage of the nestling much barred with white ; nostrils 
overhung by hairs or plumelets ; rictal bristles two ; sexes alike, 
An Autumn moult only. 

The Dicrui'idce^ Drongo-Shrikes or Drongos, form one of the 
most easily defined families of the Passeres, their black plumage and 
long forked tail of ten feathers sufficing to distinguish tliem readily. 
They appear to be more closely allied to the Shrikes than to any 
other Indian family and a very natural sequence seems to be Ply- 
catcbers, Shrikes, Drongos, though these end, so far as India is 
concerned, in a ciil-de^sao ; if we work eastwards, however, 
through Malaya to Australia they would appear to approach very 
closely to the Paradiseidoe, 

A great deal still remains to be worked out in regard to the 
local movements of the Drongos, although they are among the 
most common of our Indian birds. They are not migratory in the 
true sense, yet many of the species move considerably during the 
rain:s and the dry-weather periods, movements of which we as yet 
know very little, either in regard to cause or extent. 

In all the Biorwridoe the wing is pointed and long ; the tarsus is 
short but fairly stout and the tail is long. In this family energy 
seems to be expressed in various forms of head-adornment, in 
remarkable development of the tail or in both ways. 


Key to Genera, 


A . Outer tail-feathers not greatly len gthened ; 
no portion of shaft bare, 
a. Forehead not tufted, 
a'. Bill deep ; width and depth at nostrils 

equal 

h\ Bill depressed ; width greater than 

depth at nostrils 

h. Forehead tufted. 

c'. Tuft composed of a few hairs several 

inches long 

d!. Tuft composed of few hair-like 

feathers, half-an-inch long 

e\ Tuft composed of ordinary feathers 
half-an-inch long 


DiCEUBtrs, p. 363. 
Chaptia, p. 868. 

Ohibia, p. 370. 
Dissbmuhoidbs, p. 371. 
DissEMtmuius, p. 373. 
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B. Outer tail-feathers greatly lengthened and 
part of shafts bare. 

c. Terminal portion of outermost tail- 

feathers equally webbed on both sides. Bhbinga^ p. 374, 

d. Terminal portion of outermost tail- 
feathers much more broadly webbed 

on the outer than on the inner side . , Dissemttrus, p. 376. 


Genus DICRTJRUS. 

Dicrmus Vieill., IS’oiiv. Diet. d’Hist. Nat., ix, p. 585 (1817). 

Type, JD. balicassius. 

In the genus jDicrunis the bill is stout, sharply caritiated and 
covered at the base by dense short feathers, which partially 
conceal the nostrils. There is no crest or tuft qn the head. 
The tail is well -forked, the outermost feather exceeding the 
middle pair by a distance of from once to over twice the length of 
the tarsus; the outer tail-feathers have a curve upwards, sometimes 
so slight as to be hardly noticeable. ♦ 

This genus is one which has hitherto been very unsatisfactorily 
dealt with ; the greater number of the species contained in it 
range over a very wide area and are therfore subject, as we should 
expect, to geographical variations, sometimes slight, sometimes 
very pronounced : Oates treated some of these vaiiations as full 
species and some he ignored altogether, a position almost certain 
to arise when subspecies are not recognized but much easier to- 
deal with when the trinomial system is accepted. Under the 
latter system we can recognize live easily distinguished species, 
these being again divided into more or less numerous geographical, 
races. 

Key to Species. 

A. Upper plumage deep glossy black. 

a. Outermost tail-feathers exceeding 

central ones by about length of 
tarsus and distinctly curved 

b. Outermost feathers exceeding central 

pair by more than twice length of 
tarsus and only faintly curved 

B. Upper plumage grey. 

c. Lores and sides ot head grey. 

a\ Lower plumage uniform grey 

ft'. Lower plumage partly white 

d. Lores and sides of head white 


Z>. annectens, p. 35:>. 


D, mnci ocercusj p. o5*>. 


T>. leacophiBus^ p. 359. 
jD. cosrulesceyis, p 365. 
Z>, leucogenys, p. 367. 


(765) Dicrurus annectens. 

The Crow-billed Droitgo. 

Buchanga annectens Hodgs., Ind. llev., i, p. 320 (1837j (Nepal). 
Dientrus annectens, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 312. 

VernaciilaT names. Kalc’-raja-sorai (Absamese). 

TOL. II. 2 A 
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Description. Whole plumage black, glossed with steel-blue 
except on the lores, ear-coverts, inner webs of wing-quills and 
inner webs of rectncea ; the tips of a tew ot the under wing- 
covertsandaxillaries are nearly always tipped with tiny white dots. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright hazel to deep brown ; bill and 
legs black. 

Measurements. Total length about 200 to 270 luni.; wing 
139 to 152 min.; tail 116 to 130 mm ; tarsus 19 to 20 min,; 
T)ill, measured for the sake of accuracy from the anterior edge of 
nostril to tip, 17 to 20 mm.; width at nostrils 8 5 to 11-5 mm. 

lOoss has (‘ Ibis/ 1918, p. 226) separated the Siam bird as a 
new race, under the name of D, a. siamensts, the supposed 
distinguishing feature being the small bill. A very exhaustive 
examination of the immense amount of material in tlie British 
Museum and in the Tring Museum shows that tliis form cannot 
be maintained, as birds with bills as small in all respects as the 
smallest in Siam have been obtained in Assam, Nepal and Burma, 
whilst other specimens fro^n Siam have bills as large as, if not 
larger than, have any individuals from these parts. 

Young birds have bold white tips to the axillaries and under 
wiiig-covorts and the lower plumage from breast to under tail- 
coverts more or less barred with white. 

Nestling. Deep brown, barred more heavily on the lower 
plumage w’lth white and the under tail-coverts nearly all smoky- 
white. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, Oudh, Assam, North and South 
of the Brahmaputra, Chin and Kachm Hills, Shan States, Karen 
Hills, Tenasserim, Siam and Malay Peninsula. 

Nidification. The Crow-billed Drongo breeds during April, 
May and June in the foot-hills of the Himalayas and up to some 
2,000 feet throughout its range. The nest is a typical Drongo’s 
nest, very much the same as those of the Pericroeotidcs^ shallow 
saucers made of roots, weed-stems, bents and a few chips of leaves 
and grass-blades, well-intertwined and bound round the supporting 
branches and further strengthened with innumerable cobwebs and 
decorated with a little lichen, bits of bark or spiders' ®gff"bags, etc. 
They are always built in a horizontal fork of one of the outer 
branches of a tree, often at a great height, sometimes almost or 
quite within reach of one's hand, invariably,however, in a swaying 
elender branch, so that at every swing in a high wind it looks as 
if the content's must fall out. The site selected is one in thin or 
sc.ittered forest, or in mixed bamboo and tree forest. The eggs 
number three or four 'and are very handsome'. The ground- 
colour varies from a creamy-white to a warm salmon, and the 
piimary markings consist of longitudinal streaks and blotches of 
reddish or chestnut-brown with similar secondary markings 
of neutral tint and grey. In many eggs the marks are most 
numerous and often more or less confluent at the larger end. 
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Aberrant eggs are speckled or spotted rather than streaked. One 
hundred eggs average 2G*3 x 19 4 nun. : maxima 29*5 x 20*0 and 
2fr5 X 20*2 mm, ; minima 24*1 x 1S*4 and 27*0 x 18*3 mm. 

HaMts. Although the Orow-billed Drongo is not really 
mjgratorv, it is a curious wanderer in the non-breeding season 
backwards and fon^ards within a small area. It is a breeder 
only in the lower hills and the plains immediately in their vicinity 
but from September to February or early IMarcli it may be found 
all over Assam and in many parts of Burma at a distance of 50 
to 100 miles from its breeding-haunts. They are not gregarious 
birds and are not found in flocks, but they are very sociable and 
several individuals are often to be seen feeding amicably together. 
They are as plucky and pugnacious as the other members of their 
family, and will tackle any hawk, eagle or four-footed adversary 
that enters their domain, assisting one another against their 
common enemy. They have an immense variety of notes, both 
pleasant and the reverse. Their flight is like that of the common 
Black Drongo, but rather heavier and slower, though they display 
great activity in the pursuit of termites and flying insect- prey. 
Their diet is entirely insectivorous. 


Dicmrus macrocercus. 

Mnscicapa Hermann, Obs Zool ,p. 208 (1804) (Tranquebarica) 
is unfortunately preoccupied by JlIusoiMpa atra ot Gmelni, 1789. 
The next earliest name is that of Vieillot, Dici'ur%i& nuicrocercus^ 
which must therefore be used. 

The Common Black Drongo is found over an area extending 
from Western India to a great part of China in the Eiist, and from 
the Himalayas in the Horth to Ceylon and Ja\a in the tSouth. 
As might be expected, there is a certain amount of variation 
coincident with geographical area but these variations are almost 
entirely those of size and of comparative length of wings and tails, 
which makes it very difficult to define the various subspecies. 
I have already dealt with the Bicruridcs at length in * Novitates 
Zoologicfle,’ XXV, p.296 et and here only sumiiiarize my remarks. 


Ken Snhsj)ecus, 


A. Medium size j wing average 140 mm. ; 

tail 154 ram ; culinen about 22 5 mm. 

B. Large isize; wing aveiage 140 luiu. ; 

tail 160 mm. ; ciilmeu about 23*5 mm. 
<5. Very small size ; wing average 13o mm. ; 

tail 163 mm.; culmeii about 20 mm. 
I). Medium size with short tailj wing 
average 148 mm. : tail 147 mm. ; 

cnlinen about 22 mm 

E. Size very small with long tail; wing 
average 129 mzn. ; tail 140 inni. ; 
cttlmeh about 21 mm 


jD. w. macroci'rc les, p. 356. 
JJ. tpi. nlbu*utits, p. 307. 
j). wi. iuinnrj p. 358. 

1). m. cai/iWcu^, p 35'^. 

I), 7ii. h/if/tfn, p. 3“>!>. 
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(766) Dicrurus macrocercus macrocercus. 

The Black Brongo. 

Dicnmis macvoce^'cus VieilL, Nouv. Diet. d’Hist. Nat., ix, p. 588^ 
(1817) (India, restricted to Orissa). 

Dicrurm atei\ Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 312 (part.). 

Yemacular names. Kolsa, BucJianga, Bojanga (Hind.) ; Fingco 
(Beng.) ; Japal KaJehit (Pun].) ; Kumclc, Kal Kolachi (Sind.) - 
Thompal (in the N.W. Provinces) ; Kotwal (in tbe Deccan) ; 
Yet%~inia, Baradwa-jam^ Passala-^pdli-gadu (Tel.) ; Kam'i-Karru- 
male (Tam.). 

Description. Whole plumage deep black, everywhere glossed 
with steel-blue; a small white spot almost invariably present 
close to the angle oE the gape. • 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red to crimson ; bill, legs and feet 
black. 



Pig. 64. — Head of D. m macrocercus. 


Measurements. Wing 128 to 156 mm., average 140-4 mm, 
tail 143 to 168, average 153*7 mm. ; tarsus about 21 mm. ^ 
culmen 22*0 to 23*0 mm. * 

The largest measurements seem to be invariably oF Winter 
birds, probably wanderers irom tbe North, whilst the smallest, also 
Winter birds, are equally probably wanderers from tbe extreme 
South. If we could restrict our measurements to breeding birds 
only, these would probably be eliminated- 

Toung. Wings and lower plumage brownish; under wincr- 
coverts and many feathers of the lower plumage tipped with whii*e. 

Nestling, Still browner, and the white tips forming irre^yular 
bars. ^ ® 

Distribution. The whole of India from South Travancore un- 
to, but not including, the foot-hills ot* the Himalayas and alsG 
excluding the plains in the immediate vicinity of the hills and m 
Northern Bengal. 

Nidification. The “King-Crow” or Black Drongo breeds 
throughout its habitat from about the middle of Apnl to the end 
of June, often having second broods in July and August. About 
Sambhur it is said not to commence breeding until June It 
builds a shallow cup-shaped nest of fine twigs and roots, some- 
times almost entirely of the latter, lined with finer roots and 
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occasionally with horse or buitalo hair; the outside is nearly 
Always decorated with pieces of lichen, moss, bark, spiders' egg- 
bags, etc., but never in such profusion as are the nests of the 
PetncrocotL Most nests are placed high up in tall trees, but I 
have seen them within reach of the hand. Almost without 
exception, however, they are placed in a fork of one of the outer 
And most slender branches, frequently in what appear to be such 
perilous positions that the contents must be lost in a high wind. 
The eggs generally number four in the more northern districts, 
three or even two only in the southern ones. They vary in 
colour from pure spotless white to rich warm cream or salmon, 
and the marks vary from a few black specks and dots to rather 
profuse markings of rich purple-red, reddish brown or pale pinlcy- 
. brown; most eggs have underlying marks of neutral tint and 
lavender-pink, l hough these are sometimes missing- Two hundred 
eggs average 25-5 x 19*0 mm.: maxima 28*3 X 20*0 and 25*1 x 
20*1 mm.; minima 23*0x18*5 mm. and 25*2x17*1 mm. 

Habits. The “ King-Crow *' is one of the best known and most 
familiar of our Indian birds ; its glossy black shape and undulating 
flight are to be seen in every garden and roadside, whilst its cheery 
loud notes sound from all sides of every village, town or patch of 
cultivation. It is one of the bravest of our birds, dashing head- 
long at every unwanted intruder and driving it with wild shrieks 
from the vicinity of its nest or young. Harmless birds it 
tolerates without protest and many birds, such as Orioles, Fly- 
catchers and others, build their nests close to that of a King-Oro w's, 
so as to enjoy the protection of pluck greater than their own. 
Its ordinary flight is dipping and slow but it is capable of great 
epeed in pursuit of its purely insect-diet, when its motions are no 
less graceful than rapid. It is a great mimic. 

(707) Dicrurus macrocercus albirictus. 

The Himalayan Black Dhongo. 

Dicruvus albinctus Hoilgs., lud. Rev., i, p. 326 (1837') (Xepal). 

Dicrui ICS at&\ Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 312 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Bar/ia (Hind.) ; Fimja (Beng.) ; 

Thamjpal (H.W.P.) : CJtaroi, Oheira (Manipur). 

Description. Differs from B. »i. macrocercus in being larger. 
Wing 140 to 155 mm., average 149*1 mm. ; tail 140 to 184 mm., 
Average 159*5 mm. ; tarsus about 22 mm. ; culmen 23 to 24 inm. 
and distinctly heavier than in B. m. macrocercus. 

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas to East Assam, 
Manipur, Chittagong, Northern Bengal, North Chiu Hills, Noi'fch 
Kachin Hills and North Shan States. 

Nidification. The Himalayan King-Crow breeds from the plains 
•along the edge of the Himalayas up to 7,000 feet, at which height 
Mr. P. Dodsworth found it breeding near Simla* The breeding- 
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season is a little later than that of the last, few birds breed nig 
before May. The nest is exactly like that of the Oonunoii Drongo,, 
and the e<?gs only differ from those of that bird ia being nitlier 
larger. Tifty eggs average 27*1x19-8 inm-: maxima 29*4 x 
21*1 mm.; minima 23*6 x 18*0 mm. 

Habits those of the species. 

(768) Dicrurus macrocercus minor. 

The Ceylox BiiXCK: Bboistgo. 

Dicrurus minor Layard, A. M .N. fl., (2) xiii, p. 129 (1854J (Ceylon).. 

Dicrurus ater. 131aii£ Sz Oates, i, p. 312 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Kari-lcuravi (Tam. in Ceylon). 

Description. A much smaller bird than either of the preceding 
races with a smaller weaker bill but with an equally Jong tail. 
Wing 125 to 143 mm , av»erage 133 min. ; tail 135 to 165 mm., 
average 153*3 mm. : bill about 20 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. If a sufficient number of breeding- 
birds only could be examined, it is probable that the Soutli 
Travancore birds would he found to he of this race and, on the 
other hand, a few individuals which have occurred there of 
exceptionally large size and with heavy bills would possibly prove 
to be non -breeding visitors. 

Mdiffcation, Similar to that of the other races of this species,, 
but at present not much is known as to its breeding-habits and as 
to how high it is found at this season. The eggs are like those of 
the Common King-Crow, though I have as yet seen no pure white 
ones either from Ceylon or South Travancore. They are, of course, 
very small. Twenty-one eggs average 24*2x18*1 mm.: maxima 
27*0x19 0 mm. and 26*1x19*2 mm. j minima 22 8x18*9 and 
24*4x17*2 mm. The breeding-season is March to the end of 
April, and only two or three eggs are laid. 

Habits those of the species. 

(769) Dicrurus macrocercus cathcecus. 

The Chinese Black Dbongo. 

Dicrurus catJioocus Swinh., P. Z. S., 1871, p. 377 (China). 

Vernacular names. Lin-mi-sue (Burmese). 

Description. Thw form is very close to D, m. macrocercus but 
is a rather larger bird with a comparatively shorter tail. The 
rictal white spot is often wanting. Wing 135 to 155 mm.,, 
average 148*4 mm.; tail 125 to 165 mm., average 148 mm.; 
tarsus about 21 mm ; culmen about 22 mm. 

' Distribution. Burma South of the area mentioned for the last 
species, South China, Siam and the Indo-Chinese countries and 
Hainan. In Burma it is found at least as far South as Amherst 
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and Mergui, whence we have birds with wings measuring 143 and 
144 mm. respectively ; but about here it must grade into the next 
race and Kloss is probably right in assigning to the latter specimens 
from the extreme South-west of Peninsular Siam. 

Nidification that ot* the species. jMr. Plop wood has found it 
breeding in Maymyio, South Chin Hills and in Tenasseriin. 
Messrs. La Touche, Styan and Picketts all found it breeding in 
great numbers in China. A small series oi: eggs, winch I owe to 
these gentlemen, measures as follows: — Average eggs 25’3x 
18*6 mm.: maxima 27*0 X 19*C)* and 26*8x19*1 mm.; minima 
23*1 X 18*2 and 23*7 x 18*0 mm. 

Habits. Those of the species. 

(770) Dicrurus macrocercus longus. 

Tuifl Javax Black Diioxao. 

Dicnu'us longus Bonaparte, Cou.Np. Gen. Av., i, p. (ISotM (Ja\a)^ 

Vernacular names. Not recorded. 

Description. A small bird v'i ith small bill but coiu[)aratively very 
long tail; there is no rietal spot. Wing 121 to 136 mm., average 
129 mm.; tail 130 to 165 min., average 146*4 mm. ; bill *a,bout 
20 to 21 mm. 

Distribution. Java, Malay Peninsula and extreme 8oiith-we&t 

and South Burma. 

Hidification. Nothing recorded. A nest and two eggs sent me 
from the extreme soiitli of Tenasseriin should probably bereleri*cd 
to this race. Both nest and eggs are very small, the latter 
measuring only 23*4x27*9 mm. They were taken on the 
14th Peb., 1908, from a small tree just outaide a village iu the 
plains. 

Habits. Those of the species. The detailed distribution of 
this bird and its movements, both in the breeding and noii-b reeding 
season, still require a great deal of working out. 

Dicrurus leucophseus. 

Vieillot, Noiiv. Diet, d'llist. Nat, iiouv. ed., i.v, p. 587(1817), ex 
Levaillant, TjB Dongri, Ois. d’Afnque, pi 170, Java ; 8Uiart Baler, 
Novitates Zool., xxv, p. 1^91 (1918). 

I have dealt with tins species in great detail in lot*. ciL^ and space 
is not available here to repeat my i*einarks The great ditliculty 
ill determining the races is due not only to the extreme individual 
Mination but, also, to the fact that the species is a confirmed 
w anderer in the non-breeding season and \\ e therefore cannot 
V ith certainty say what Museum specimens are breeding-birds and 
what local visitors only. If we could eliminate all but breeding- 
birds, we should almost certainly find the differences greatly 
accentuated. If the contrary was found to be the ease, some of 
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the forms now accepted would have to be suppressed. Of the 
races I accepted in 1918 as fairly well recognisable, the following 
are found within the limits of this work : — 


Key to Subspecies, 


A. Wing average 127 mm. ; tail 181 mm. 
General colour a bluish grey, not very 

dark 

Wing average 132 mru. ; tail 138 mm. 
General colour much darker; more 

indigo-grey 

€. Wing average 146 mm. ; tail 160 mm. 
General colour much the same as in B. 

D, Wing average 141 mm. ; tail 162 mm. 

General colour decidedly paler, more 
grey, less indigo 

E. Wing average 134 mm. ; tail 148 mm. 

General colour as in D 

E. Wing average 131 nim. ; tail 139 mm. 
General colour rather darker than in 
D and E 


U, 1. dUturhans^ p. 360. 

2). 1, niijrescens^ p. 361. 

1), J, Uoimoodi, p. 301. 

D. 1. steiieiwi, p. 302. 

D, /. lortyicaxidafiiSj p, 362. 

D. L minimusy p. 304. 


(771) Dicrurus leucophsBus disturbans, 

The South Burmese Brongo. 

Bici'wrus leucophems dtstw'bam Stuart Baiter, Nov. Zool., xxv, p. 293 
(1918) (Amherst). 

JDicno*M8 myrescens. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 316. 

Vernaculax names. Lon-mi-nte (Burmese). 

Description. Whole plumage steel-grey,, a little paler on the 
rnmp and paling slightly from the breast to the under tail-coverts, 
the steel sheen also gradually fading away on these parts ; lores 
and a line over the forehead dull black; wing-quills blackish 
brown; rectrices brownish at the tip. In abraded plumage 
obsolete dark centres to the feathers of the head and wing-coverts 
■show up fairly plainly. 

-Colours of soft parts. Iris red to deep crimson ; bill, legs and 
feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 250 to 260 mm. ; wing 123 
to 146 mm., average 127 mm. ; tail 122 to 156 mm., average 
13 L mm. ; culmen 21 to 22 inm. ; tarsus about 18*5 to 19*5 mm. 

Distribution. Malay Peninsula, except in the extreme 
Peninsular Burma and Siam as far North as Bangkok. 

Nididcation. Mr. Hopwood found this King-Crow breeding 
during April near Tavoy in Tenasserim, and Mr. W. A. T. 
Kellow sent me birds, nests and eggs procured in May near 
Simpang. Nests and eggs are indistinguishable from those of the 
well-known form 2). Z. longicaudatiis, which are fully described 
later on. Eifteen eggs average 24*1x18*2 mm.: extremes, 
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maxima 26 5 x 18-3 and 24-5 x 18*6 mm. ; minima 21*5 X 18*1 and 
24'0xl8*0 mm. 

Halsits those of the species. This is perhaps more of a forest- 
bird than some of the geographical races ot the Q-rey Drongo, and 
haunts thin deciduous forest and light scrub as well as well- 
wooded open lands. It is found alike on plains and up to 3,000 
or 4,000 test in the Burmese Hills. 

(772) Dicrurus leucophseus nigrescens. 

The Buembse Geby Beongo. 

Dici'unis nigrescetis Oates, Hume’s Nests and Eggs, 2nd ed. i, p. 208 
(1889) (Kangoon) ; Blauf. & Oates, i, p. 315. 

Vernacular names. (Burmese). 

Description. Generally speaking, a darker bird than B, I, 
disturharia and decidedly bigger. 

Colours of soft parts. The same in all the races. 

Measurements. Wing (123) 128 to 143 mm., average 132 ; tail 
124 to 154 mm., average 138 mm. 

Distribution. All Central Burma and Siam from about the 
latitude of Bangkok, North to the South Chiu and Kachiu Hills ; 
South Shan States and South Yunnan. 

Nidiflcation. There is nothing on record about the iiidificafcion 
of this Drongo, although common enough in many parts of Burma. 
A clutch of eggs taken by Mr. J. C. Hopwood are like the pink 
type of eggs of B. 1. longicaudaius, and were taken at Maymyio in 
May. They measure about 24*5 x 18-3 mm. 

Habits the same as those of other races. Tins is a bird of 
rather higher elevations during the breeding-season, April to June, 
but spreads over a great part of Burma during the cold weather. 
Much still remains to be learnt about its local movements and 
migrations. 


(773) Dicrurus leucoplisBus hopwoodi. 

The Assam Geka" Deoktgo. 

Bici'uitcs leucopJicetis hopwoodi Stuart Baker, Nov. Zool., xxv, p 294 
(1918) (Dacca). 

Bicrti}^ cineraceus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 318 

Vernacular names. Lon-mi-sue (Burmese). 

Description. This is the darkest of all the Eastern forms of 
Bicrunis leucophceus and also the biggest. 

Measurements. Wing 130 to 153 mm., average 146 mm. ; tail 
130 to 167 mm., average 149 mm. ; culmen 23 mm. 

Distribution. Assam and Bengal, South and East of the 
Brahmaputra, Manipur, Lushai, Chittagong Hill-Tracts and the 



362 


DlCIlirRIDiE. 


Northern parts of the Chin and Kacliin Hills, JSliaii States and 
Yunnan. 

Hidii&cation. This Grey Drongo breeds in great numbers in 
Assam between 4,000 and 5,000 feet and less freely up to 0,000 or 
7,000 teet and right down to the plains. They breed in April and 
May, many birds having second broods in June and July. 'J’lie 
nest IS just like that of the Common Indian Grey Drongo but is 
more often placed in trees actually in or on the outskirts of forest. 
One hundred and hlty eggs average 24*0 x l'S*5 mm.; maxima 
27*5 X 19-3 and 25*3 x 20*0 min. ; minima 21*9 X 17*3 mm. 

Habits. Those of the species. It is resident and breeds at all 
ranges from the foot-hills to about 4,000 feet, but above that 
elevation most birds come merely for the breeding-season and 
leave again for lower elevations after August, lii tl e plains a 
certain number are resident but the ma]ority leave these and visit 
the hills for breed! ng-purporses. 


(774) Dicrurus leucophsBus stevensi. 

The Himala.ya.ts- Gbey Diiojscro. 

Dicrwus leiicophmii steuensi Stuart Haker, Nov. Zool , \vv. d 204 
(1918) (l)aijeeliiig). 

Uicmrus h)Ufxoaudatus, Bianf. & Oates, .314. 

Vernacular names. Saliim or Sahim-pho (Lepcha) ; Ohe-ilimx 
(Bhut.) ; NiUfinga (Beng.). 

Description. This is the largest and darkest form We'.t of the 
Brahinaputia, though neither so large or dark as B. Z, liopwoodi 
oil the East ; the tail is comparatively very long. 

Measurements. Wing 127 to 152 mm., average 141 ram.; tail 
128 to 175 mm., average 152 mm. ; culmeu 22 to 23 mm. 

Distribution. W^est Nepal to Eastern Assam, West and North 
of the Brahmaputra, the foot-hills and plains immediately adiaceat 
thereto. . ’’ 

Nidification. Breeds commonly during April, May and June 
from the foot-liills up to 6,000 teet or rather higher, but princi- 
pally bet\Aeen 3,000 and 6,000 feet. Nest and eggs only differ 
troin those of the Common Grey Drongo m being larger. The 
few I have seen average 25*9x19 0 min. ; a larger senes might 
reduce this. ” 

Habits. Those of the species. 


(775) Dicmrus leucophseus longicaudatns. 

The IsDiAS Qhbt Deongo. 

Dtem w A Ha'i . Jerd., Madr. Jour. L. S., xii, pt. 

p. 121 (1816) (Nilghiris) ; Bianf. dc Oates, i, p. 314. ^ 

VemacTilar names. Nil finga (Beng.) ; Eratn/hvalan-Jcwavi 
(Tam.). 
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Description. Similar to Z). Z. stevensi but smaller. 

Measurements. Wing to 145 mm., average 134 muj.; 

tail 127 to 170 nim., average 148 mm. ; culmen 21-5 to 22 5 
mm. 

Distribution. The whole of India West and South of the 
distribiitioii ot the j^receding bird and perhaps the extreme South 
of Travanoore. It appears, however, not to be found on the 
South-Eastern and East Central part of India, though Jerdoii 
records it from Baa tar in the Cential Provinces. The biggest 
birds included in the abo\e measurements are all Winter birds, as 
are the smallest birds in the preceding race and measurements 
of Summer birds only increases decidedly the diifereiice in the 
average measurements. 

Nidlfication. The G-ivy Drongo breeds throughout its habitat, 
from the level of the Plains up to at least 7,000 feet, at \vlvich 
elevation its nests have been found by Mr. A. E. Jones and the 
late J\[r. P. Dodsworth. The greater number ot plains’ birds 
seem, however, to mo\e to the nearest plateaus and hills to nest. 
'Uhe breeding-season is during May and June, a few birds laying 
both earlier and later. The nest of this, as of all the olher races 
of Grey Drongo, is a shallow saucer measuring externally about 
4 inches in diameter by about or 2 inches deep, wliilst internally 
the cup is about | incli less each way. It is made of grass-stems, 
roots and, less otteii, of fine twigs, weed-stems, strips of bamboo- 
leaf and other materials. They are very well put together^ 
though the materials are often rather scanty, being strongly 
reinforced with ample spiders’ webs. Occasionally they are 
decorated outside with a tew scraps of moss, lichen or spiders’ 
egg-bags but never to so great an extent as are the nests of 
Pencrocotus. The situation selected for the nest is practically 
always one on a slender branch on the toj> or outside of a tree.. 
It may be placed either on a horizontal fork or on the top of one 
or more small branches and is very rarely to be seen iii^ an 
upright fork or on a stout bough. The height at which it is 
placed varies greatly ; I have taken the eggs from a nest standing 
within a couple of feet of the ground, whilst other nests I have 
seen were titty feet from it and quite unobtainable. The eggs, 
three or four in number, are very handsome. They range from 
pure spotless white to deep salmon orbuffy-pink and the markings- 
range from a few black pin-points to profuse chestnut, reddish 
brown, purple-brown or yellow-hrow’n blotches. As a rule, they 
are more numerous and more of the character of blotches rather 
than spots as in the Black Drongos’ eggs. The shape is normally 
a broad oval, very little depressed at the smaller end. The texture 
‘is smooth and fairly fine but not glossy. Two^ hundred eggs 
average 23*6 x 18*2 mm.: maxima 26*5 x 18*1 and 25*2 x 19*2 mm. 
minima 21*2 X 17'4 and 23*0 x 17"3 mm. 

Habits. Although found often in the true Plains the Grey 
Drongo prefers well- wooded hills and broken country witB 
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plenty of open spaces and is common in gardens and all round 
towns and villages. Except in a few idaces it does not care 
about forests, though occasionally found in thin deciduous tree- 
forest, or in secondary scrub or other growth. It is not gregarious 
but is very sociable, several birds often being seen hawking for 
insects in close proximity to one another. They feed entirely on 
insects, catching most of these in the air but often descending 
to the ground to seize some fat grasshopper or other tempting 
morsel. It is a very bold bird, like its black cousin, attacking 
any kite, crow or other objectionable bird which may invade 
its territory, not desisting until it has driven it away. It has 
a very large vocabulary of notes, some harsh and some sweet.' 
audit has a very pleasant musical song uttered almost throughout 
the year. In addition to this it is an excellent mimic, whilst 
some of its notes seem to be ventriloquistic. 


(776) Dicrurus leucophaeus minimus. 

The Ceyloit Q-rby Drotoo. 

Dicrurus leucophaeus minimus Stuart Baker, Nov. Zool„ xxv, 
p. 296 (1918) (Ceylon). 

Diemrus longicaudatus, BLmf. Sc Oates, i, p. 314 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Eratur-valan-huvavl (Tam.) 

Description. A small, rather dark bird with a coinparativelv 
short tail. 

Measurements. Wing 120 to 135 imu., average 131-0 mm. ; 
tail 133 to 147 mm., average 139 mm, ; culmen 21 to 22 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon and South of Travancore, 

The Javan race, the true D. Imcophosm leuaophceus^ is a small 
very jiale form with a comparatively very short tail. Wing 
average 127 mm. ; tail average 123 mm’. 

NidijS-Cation. Not recorded. This bird probably does not breed 
in Ceylon, and both Messrs. Waite and Phillips assure me that 
Legge was quite correct in saying that it is a non-breeding migran r 
only. On the other hand, there is a very small dark Drongo 
which does breed in the extreme South of Travancore, smaller 
and darker than specimens from N. Travancore and Malabar. 
This bird is exactly the same as the Ceylon one and has the same 
short tail. Por the present therefore I retain minimus as a 
subspecies, pending further material for comparison. 

Tw^o eggs sent me from Travancore measure 21-7 X 17-8 mm. 

Habits. Those of the species but it is more of a forest-bird tliari 
any of the Northern forms. Legge speaks of it as almost entirely 
a forest-hiiuntmg King-Crow, and Mr. J. Stewart says that his own 
experience corroborates this in South Travancore. 
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Dicrurus coBrulescens. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Whole abdomen, posterior flanks, vent 

and under tail-coverts while ; larger, 

wing average about 130 nim D. c. ca‘?'if/ef‘'cens, p. 36o. 

1-5. Abdomen nearly always daik, only vent . 

and under tail-coverls white; smaller, 

wing average about 112 mm D. c. leiicopyyialis, p. 366* 

Those two races merge into one another in a remarkable manner 
and ir would almost seem as if there were two species — one, 
ccerulescens^ a white-bellied Indian bird with a small race 
inhabiting North-West Ceylon, and a second species, leucojpygialis^ 
with a dark belly, inhabiting Ceylon only. 

The Indian bird throughout its area has a white abdomen, 
though this varies considerably in extent individually and some- 
what decreases as one works farther South. Specimens exactly 
similar to Southern Indian birds in coloration are found over 
a great part of Ceylon but in size all these agree with the smallest 
Ceylon birds measuring in the wing only 104 to 111mm. The 
majority also have the browner breast of the Ceylon birds, though 
this brown or grey tint varies somewhat throughout the whole 
area of this species. 

Tor the ])reseRt I retain the whole of the Ceylon birds under 
the naine of D. e. leucojpygialis. 

(777) Dicrurus coBrulescens coBrulescens. 

Tke White-bellied Dboitgo. 

jLanius ccerulesnens Linn., S. N., i, p. 134 (1766) (Bangala). 

Uicninis ctm'ulesoens. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 316. 

Vernacular names. Tlimi luclmnga^ DJiapri (Hind.) ; DliouU 
(Beng.) ; Nella or Kenda imssala poligadu (Tel.). 

Description. Whole upper plumage deep glossy indigo with 
greenish reflections in certain lights ; wing-quills and inner webs 
of rectrices blackish brown ; chin, throat, breast and upper flanks 
brownish grey; belly, posterior flanks, vent and under tail- 
coverts white ; lores and a line at the base of the upper 
mandible black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red to lake; bill, legs and feet, 
black. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 mm. ; wing 120 to 
138 mm. ; tail 110 to 138 mm. ; culnien (measured from anterior 
front of nostril to tip) 15 to 17 mm. ; tarsus about 1 9 mm. 

Young are very brown, retaining traces of the nestling- 
plumage ou the breast, flanks, axillaries and under wing-coverts. 

Nestling. Dull brown, the breast and flanks barred with whitt^ 
and the wing-coverts edged with pale rufescent white. 
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Distrilsution. India from the extreme South to Ciitch on the 
West and thence iN'orth to G-firhwal, but not West and Nortlj of 
this. On the East it extends to Western Bengal and Beliar and 
it ascends the Himalayas between these points to about 6,000 feet. 

Nidification. Th.e White-bellied Drongo breeds from the foot- 
hills and broken ground adjoining them up to at least 6,000 feet 
and ’perhaps 1,000 feet higher. It keeps to lieavily wooded 
country and to forest, laying in April, May and June, making the 
usual Drongo's nest, though, perhaf)s, rather larger and stronger 
ill proportion to its size. The materials consist principally of 
roots and grasses and the nests are attached to the outer branches 
of small or medium-sized trees. The eggs number two or three and 
are tvpieal small Drongo-egga, varying in ground from the palest 
cream or yellowish-salmon to a warm salmon, the markings 
varying almost as much as in the Black Drongos. Thirty eggs 
average 23*2 x 17-5 mm. : maxima 24*1 xl8*0 mm. ; miulina 19*1 
xl6*2 mm. 

Hahits. This Hrongo is far more of a forest-bird than either 
the Black or Grey Drongos, though it is found about plantations 
and cultivation as well, where there are lots of trees. In 
its manners, flight, diet, etc. it differs little from these birds and it 
is equally courageous and pugnacious. It is said to have a sweeter 
song than any of the other Drongos of this genus. 

( 778 ) Dicrurus coerulescens leucopygialis. 

The Wjiitb-yeoted DeojStgo. 

JJici'urus lencomf/ialis Blvth, J. A. S. B., xv, p. 198 (1846) (Ceylon): 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 316. 

Vernacular names. Kowda or Kawada Paniha (Ceyl.). 

Description. Similar to the preceding race but, generally, with 
the white restricted to the vent and under tail-coverts and 
posterior flunks In some birds the abdomen is also nearly all 
wliite but^e^y seldom to anything like the extent it is in true 
co&ruhscens. The breast is generally a browner grey than it is in 
that bird and it is also a good deal smaller. 

Colour of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 104 to 123 inm. ; tail 104 to 120 mm. ; 
tiu’sus about 18 inrn. ; culmen 15 to 16 mm. ’ 

Distribution. Ceylon only, 

Mdification. This Drongo ^breeds during March, April and 
May in the plains and foot-hills of Ceylon but, apparently, not up 
to any great height m the hills, It occurs in Kandy and up to 
2,000 feet but there are only records of stragglers above this 
height. The nest is a shallow cup placed in the outer branches 
‘Of trees in forests or plantations ~at heights between 10 and 30 
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feet from the ground. It is made of roots and grasses, sonaetimes 
of.one of these only and is generally ornamented on the outside 
with scraps of bark, lichen or moss, the whole structure being 
strengthened with many cobwebs. Since rubber has been planted 
]n Ceylon tlie rubber-trees seem 1o be very favourite sites. The 
eggs are like those of the last bird and a beautiful series of 
fifty eggs collected by Messrs. E. Waite and AV. W. A. Phillips 
aierage 22*6 X 17-1 mrn. : maxima 25-0 X 18*0 and 23*5 x 18*2 min. ; 
minima 18*0 X 15*1 mm. 

Habits. Those of the preceding bird 


(779) Dicrurus leucogenys leucogenys. 

The White-cheeked Deongo. 

Buclicmga leucoyevys Walden, A. M. N. H,, (4) v, p. 219 (1870) 
(Cliiua) 

Dicrurus leucogenys, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 317. 

Vernacular names. Not recorded. 

Description. Eorehead black, grading into bine-grey on crown ; 
lores, ear-coverts and round the eye white ; shafts of tail-feathers 
blade and outer webs of outermost pair of tail-feathers blackish ; 
terminal portions of wing-quills blackish ; remainder of upper 
plumiige pale bluish grey \uth a distinct sheen; below the same 
with no sheen and paler on the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red to deep crimson ; bill, legs and 
feet black. 

Measurements. Wing 132 to 146 mm.; tail 125 to ISSmm. ; 
tarsus about 17 to 18 mm.; bill from anterior point of nostril to 
tip about 16 to 17 inin. 

Sirds from Hainan and Cocliin China are ratlier darker and 
smaller, wing 129 to 135 mm., whilst birds from Sumatra are 
decidedly darker below and much smaller with a short tail; wing 
120 to 124. mm. ; tail 98 to 120 mm. 

Distribution. Peninsular Burma to Singapore, the Indo-Cliinese 
•countries (excepting perhaps Cochin China and Hainan), Siam, 
Tunnan, China and Japan. 

Hidification. La Touche found this bird breeding in large 
numbers during May and June at Eoochow, building a typicql 
Dx'ongo’s nest either on a Pine or other tree, generally at a good 
height from the ground. Eighty-two eggs average 24*4 x 18'8 mm ; 
maxima 26*4x19*3 mm. ; minima 21*8x17*3. They vary in the 
same manner as do those of the more common Lrongos iu 
India. 

Hab:ts. Those of the genus. 
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Grenus CHAFTIA. 

Chaptia Hodgs., Lid, Rev., i, p. 8*26 (1837). 

Type, Chaptld cenea Vieill. 

The genus CJiaptia links Dierm'us with QJdhia, It is more* 
glossy than the former and has the feathers of the crown and 
hind neck longer and more pointed but not becoming long hackles 
as in the neck-feathers of Gliihia, It differs from both genera in 
its very depressed and flattened bill. The tail is much forked., 
the middle pair of feathers reaching little beyond the middle of 
the tail. 


Ghaptia ssnea. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Larger,* Wing average about 124 mm. ; 

rump generally lighter ; abdomen geiie- 

rally more grey Cl asnea, p. 368. 

B. Smaller. Wing average about 118 mm. ; 

rump generally darker ; abdomen gene- 
rally less grey C, oi. malayenm^ p. 369. 

(780) Ghaptia sanea aenea. 

The Northern Bronzed Drongo. 

Dicmrus <snei(8 Tieill., Nouv. Diet. d'Hist. Nat., ix, p. 586 (1817) 
(Bengal, restricted to Dacca). 

Chaiytia cenea. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 318. 

Vernacular names. Chota Bv&hanga (Beng.) ; OJiaptia (Nep.). 

Description. Whole plumage black glossed \tith bronze, 
showing green or lilac reflections in certain lights ; lower 
abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts browner and without gloss j 
under wing-coverts and axillaries tipped with white in all but 
the oldest birds ; rump often grey and without gloss. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris reddish brown to crimson-lake ; bill, 
legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 240 mm.; wing 115 to 
132 mm. ; tail 105 to 130 mm. ; tarsus about 14 mm. ; culmen 
21 mm. 

Young birds have the axillaries and under wing-coverts heavily 
spotted ith white. 

Distribution. The Himalayas, from Mussoorie in the W'est to 
Eastern Assam and North-East Bengal, Manipur, Chin and 
Kaehin Hills, Turman to Hainan. A single specimen in the 
British Museum from Saigon has as a wing of 132 mm. and may 
possibly be of this same race. 

Nidifleation. This Bronzed Drongo breeds in April, May and 
early June, building a nest quite typical of the family but, as one 
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would expect, much smaller than that of Dierurus. It is built in 
similar positions in slender branches on the outside or at the top 
of trees standing either in forest or well- wooded country at any 
height between ten and forty feet from the ground. The eggs 
number two to four, the most common type being one with n 
rather deep salmon-pink ground, faintly marked in a ring or cap 
with deeper reddish pink. A few eggs are more boldly blotched 
and spotted with reddish brown, like small replicas of those of 
Bicrwrus macrocercus^ One hundred eggs average 21’ 1 x 1 mm . : 
maxima 24-1 X 16*0 and 22*2 x 17*2 mm. ; minima 19-9 X 15‘9 mnu 
and 20*0xl5’0 mm. 

Habits. This Northern Bronzed Drongo is found from the 
plains up to at least 7,000 feet, and seems to be resident 
throughout the year except in the highest parts. It is essentially 
a forest Drongo, though also found to some extent where there 
are many orchards and well-wooded tracts. It keeps much to- 
the higher trees when hawking for insects and is singularly 
graceful and quick in its movements. Although like the rest of 
the family it has many discordant cries, it has a sweet song and 
many pleasant call-notes as well. It is as plucky in defence of 
territory, nests or young as are all the other genera of this 
family. 


(781) Chaptia senea malayensis. 

Thm SouTHEnir Beonzed Deoitgo. 

Chaptia malayensis A. Hay, Blyth, J, A. S. B., xv, p. 294 (1846 
(Malacca) . 

Vernacular names. CUiota Kesraj ((xorakpur) ; Chinna Kari 
Kuravi (Telegu, Travancore). 

Description. Similar to the preceding bird but rather smaller ; 
the rump is generally darker, though uiiglossed and the abdomen, 
vent and under tail-coverts are generally darker, though individual 
variation in these characters is very great. 

Measurements. Wing 107 to 124 mm., average 118’4 mm.; 
tail 97 to 104 mm. 

Distribution. The whole of Western India from South 
Travancore to Bombay; Orissa, Western Bengal to Calcutta, 
thence to the Sunderbands, Chittagong South of the Hill Tracts, 
Central and South Burma, Siam and the Malay Peninsula. 

Hidi&cation. Similar to that of the preceding bird, but the few 
eggs I have seen average smaller. 

Habits. Those of the genus. The Southern Bronzed Drongo is 
found from sea-level to the top of the highest hills, but never 
except in forested or well-wooded country which is broken by 
ravines, small bills or rough ground or in the immediate vicinity 
of such country. In flight, voice, diet, etc. it differs in no way 
from the Noithern form. 

VOL. II. 
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aenus CHIBIA. 

Chibia Hodgs., Ind. Rev., i, p. 324 (1837). 

Type, Chihia liotteutotta Linn. 

In Chibia the bill is long, pointed and curved downwards. The • 
plumage is very glossy and the feathers of the sides of the neck 
greatly lengthened and lanceolate. About half-a-dozen long hairs 
spring from the posterior crown lying over the neck and back ; 
the tail is nearly square and the tips of the outermost feathers 
curved upwards. 

(782) Chibia hottentotta hottentotta. 

The Iitjoian Haie-cbested Deongo. 

Corms hottentottus Linn., S. N., i, p. 155 (1766) (Sikkim). 

Chibia hottentotta. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 320. 

VernacTilar names. Xris7ma-raj\ Kishen-raj^ Kesraj (Beng. 
and Hind.) ; Kesya, Jobraj (Nep.) ; Fovmy-jpho (Lepcha) ; 
YmtiM jpassdla poligadu (Tel.). 

Description. Whole plumage black ; the head, neck, wings, tail 
and breast with metallic-blue gloss, inclining to bronze on the 
wings and tail in certain lights. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red-hrown to dark brown ; bill, legs 
and feet black. 

llCeasurements. Total length about 300 mm.; wing 155 to 
180 mm. ; tail about 145 to 160 mm. ; tarsus about 22 to 24 mm. ; 
culinen 26 to 32 mm. Southern birds average a great deal 
smaller than Northern ones, thus birds from Bombay have a wing 
measuring 158 mm., whilst those from North-West India average 
over 175 mm. At the same time there is great overlapping and 
at present very little material available from Southern India for 
comparison, so, for the present, I retain all but the small-billed 
Chinese birds under the one name. 

Young birds are browner with less gloss and the axillaries and 
under wing-coverts tipped with white ; the neck-hackles, which in 
the adult run up to as much as 30 mm., are short and the long 
hairs which spring from the head not more than 50 mm. as against 
nearly 100 mm. in the adult. 

Nestling. Brown with obsolete white bars to the abdomen, 
flanks and breast; bold white tips to the axillaries and under 
wing-coverts and pale edges to the wing-coverts. 

Distribution. Travancore, Malabar and Bombay Presidency; 
Central Provinces and Chota Nagpore; the Himalayas from 
Murree to Eastern Assam ; Burma South to Tenasserim ; Shan 
States, Northern Siam and Yunnan. 

Nidiflcation. The Hair-crested Hrongo breeds from Pebruary 
and March to June in Western India and during April, May and 
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June in ISTorthern India and Burma. The nest is merely a large 
edition ot* the Common Drongo’s nest but is nearly always placed 
high up in a tree standing in forest. The eggs number three or 
four, rarely five or, equally seldom, two only. They are longer 
and more pointed in shape than other Drongos’ eggs, in ground- 
colour varying from pure white to deep salmon, pale creamy eggs 
being the most common. The markings consist of rather pale 
reddish blotches, somewhat longitudinal in character and fairly 
profuse everywhere. A few eggs are marked with scanty specks 
■or spots of purple-brown or blackish. Two hundred eggs average 
29*2x21*2 mm.: maxima 34*5x22*0 and 31*0 x 23*8 mm.; 
minima 25*0x20'5 and 27*5x19*8 mm. 

Habits. This Drongo is essentially a forest-bird and frequents 
broken ground, low hills and the bigger mountains up to some 
3,000 feet, wandering occasionally 1,000 feet higher than this. 
It is not gregarious and does not assemble in fiocks but an 
unusually ample supply of food will attract paany individuals and 
pairs which feed quite amicably together. Thus a flight of 
termites or a Bombax in full bloom, with its great red flowers full 
of insects, will attract among other birds many of this species. 
They feed largely by searching flowers and leaves for insects but 
also catch these on the wing when they have the opportunity. 
Their ordinary flight is more powerful and less dipping than that 
of most Drongos w’hilst their calls are even louder and more 
diversified than any bub those of JDissemurus. ■ 

Genus DISSEJUTJBOIDES. 

Dissemw'oides Hume, Str. Feath., i, p. 408 (1873). 

Type, D. dicruHformis Hume. 

The genus Dissemuroides differs from Dicrurus in possessing a 
tuft of hair-like feathers about half an inch long springing from 
the forehead. 


Dissemuroides audamaneusis. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Smaller, wing always under 140 mm. . . D. a. (rjidamawensis, p. 371. 

B. Larger, wing aways over 140 mm D. a. dicruriformis, p. 372. 

(783) Dissemuroides andamanensis andamanensis. 

The Small AnsrnAMAJsrBSE Dboitqo. 

Dicrui'us andamanemie Tytler, Beavan, Ibis, 1867, p. 323 
(Andamans, Port Blair). 

Di^emuroides (mdavnanensis. Blauf. & Oates, i, p. 821. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole plumage black, glossed with blue-green 

2b2 
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everywhere except on the primaries and outer secondaries, which 
are brownish, and on the abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts 
which are velvety-black ; axillaries and under wing-coverts tipi^ed 
with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep brown, sometimes almost 
black ; bill, legs and feet black. 

]\9[eastLremeuts. Total length about 280 to 290 mm. ; wing 126 
to L38 mm.; tail 118 to 161 mm.; tarsus about 20 inm.: culmen, 
measured from anterior point of nostril to tip, 19 to 20 ram. 

Young birds are browner with more conspicuous white tips to- 
the axillaries and under wing-coverts. 



Fig. 56. — ^Head of D. a, aiidamaneiMis, 


Distribution. Port Blair and Maopherson Straits and ? possibly 
other parts of the Andaman Islands. 

Nidification, According to Mr. B. B. Osmaston this Drongo 
breeds round about Port Blair from April to the middle of May, 
building a typical Drongo’s nest on some dry or leafless tree in 
forest. The eggs appear to vary in colour almost as much as- 
those of the Common Black Drongos, though pure white eggs have- 
not been found. Thirty-three eggs average 25*4 x 18-3 mm.: 
maxima 26*6 xl9-3 mm. ; minima 2'2-3xl6-6 mm. 

^ Habits those of the family. It is apparently entirely a forest- 


(784) DissGinuroides aiDdamafUGiisis dicruriformis. 

The Laboe Aheamanese Deohgo. 

Dis&emuToideB dicruHformis Hume, Str. Peath., p. 408 C1873)' 
(Cocos Is., Andamans); Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 322. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Only differs from the preceding bird in beine much 
bigger. ® 

Measurements. Wing 142 to 156 mm. ; tail 160 to 182 mm ‘ 
tarsus about 24 mm. ; culmen 22 to 23 mm. ' ’’ 
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Distribution. The Great Coco aud Table Islands in the 
Andamans. 

liTidiflcatiou. Unknown. 

Habits. The same as those of the preceding bird. 

Genus DISSEMITETJLIJS. 

Dissemurulus Oates, Avifauna B. I., i, p. 322 (1889). 

Type, D. lojpliorltinus Vieill. 

This genus is characterized by the possession of a tuft of 
ordinary feathers on the forehead measuring about half an inch 
in length. The tail is deeply forked, but the outer tail-feathers 
are not prolonged as the genera Bhringa and Dissemurus. 


(785) Dissemnralns lophorhinus. 

The Ceyi-oit Black Dbosgo. 

Dtcrzirws lophotJiitms Vieill., Nouv. Diet. d’Hist. Nat. ix, p. 587 
(1817) (Ceylon). 

JDissetnurulus l&phorhiniis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 322. 

Vernacular names. Kowcla, Kaputa haya (Ceylon) ; FhZ, Karl 
Karuvi (Tel., Travancore). 

Description. Whole plumage black, glossed with steel-blue 
above, on exposed portions of wings and tail and also on the 
breast; forehead and tuft deep velvety-black; abdomen dull 
black ; axillaries and under wing-coverts lipped with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dull brownish red or dark yellowish 
red ; bill, legs and feet black. 

ilileasurements. Wing 136 to 146 mm. ; tail 150 to 182 mm. ; 
tarsus 24 to 26 mm. ; culmen from nostril 20 to 21 mm. 

Young birds are duller ; greyer on the abdomen and with much 
larger white tips to the axillaries and under wing-coyerts. One 
young bird has a few white specks on the danks, indicating that 
these and the abdomen are possibly more or less barred with white 
in the nestling. 

Distribution. Ceylon and South Travancore. 

Nidification. This fine Drongo breeds in Ceylon and Travancore 
during !March and April between the foot-hills and damp forests 
of the plains up to about 3,000 feet. The nest is described by 
Mr. Stewart as a shallow cup or cradle just like that of J^semurus 
and is placed in quite similar positions in high trees in forest. 

The eggs number two to four and are very like those of 
Disse>inurm paradiseus but the ground-colour never seems to be as 
rich a salmon as it sometimes is in those of the Hacket-tailed 
Drongo. The ground varies from almost white to a pale salmon 
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often with a tint of lilac or mauve in it. The markings consist of 
blotches and spots of reddish brown with secondary ones of pale 
neutral tint and lavender. These are usually distributed rather 
sparingly over the whole surface but rather more numerously 
towards the larger end. Fifty eggs average 27*8x20*1 mm.: 
maxima 30*2 X 20*7 and 29*1 x 22*0 mm. ; minima 26*0x21*0 and 
^7“2x20*0 mm. 



Fig. 56-— Head of 2). Ityphorhimis, 


Habits. This Drongo keeps entirely to the interior of damp- 
dense forest otherwise having much the same habits as the 
common species of Drongos, It seizes most of its prej'’ on the 
wing and has a very fine vocabulary of notes both of its own and 
in mimicry of other birds. Although not gregarious it is very 
sociable in its habits, several pairs often feeding together in close 
propinquity. Like all the family it Is very plucky and leads the 
smaU. birds in their pursuit of owls, kites or other birds of prey. 


Genus BHEIHGA. 

BhHnga Hodgs., Ind. Kev., i, p. 325 (1837). 

Type, B. remifer Temm. 

The genus Bhringa is one of two genera of Lrongos which have 
the outer pairs of tail-feathers greatly lengthened, the middle- 
portion of the shaft being webless. In Bhrmga the terminal 
portions or rackets of these feathers is fiat and the shaft equally 
webbed on both sides, whereas in Dissemwms the web of the inner 
side of the racket is very narrow. There is no true crest, but the 
feathers of the forehead are dense and long, lying over nearly 
the whole length of the bill. 

Bhringa remifer. 

Bdolius reniifer Temm , PI. Col., 178 (1823), 

Type-locality; Java. 
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(786) Bhringu remifer tectirostris. 

The Indian Lesser Racket-tailed Dkongo. 

Bhringa tectirostris Hodffs., Ind. Rev., i, p. 325 (1837) (E. Nepal). 
Bhrmga remifer Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 324. 

Vernacular names. BMmraj (Beng. and Assam.); Namhong 
jpunnong (Lepcha) ; Pogadi gapo (Bhiit.) ; Dao-raja Icasliiha 
(Cachari). 



Fig. r>7. — Head of B, r. tectirostris 


Description. Forehead, lores, chin and cheeks relrety-black ; 
upper plumage, exposed parts o£ wings and tail, throat, neck and 
breast black glossed with blue-green, the sheen on the head and 
breast showing violet in certain lights; under wing-coverts 
and axillaries with small white tips. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris blood-red ; eyelids plumbeous ; bill, 
legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length excluding long tail-feathers about 
275 mm. ; wing 129 to 146 mm., average 136 mm. ; tail up to 
350 and 400 mm. with rackets generally between 70 and 80 miu. 
in length ; tarsus about 22 mm. ; culmen about 21 to 23 mm. 

The Javan bird, the true B. r. remifer, is smaller, wing 128 to 
137 mm. with much shorter outer tail-feathers, these seldom 
exceeding 280 mm. The rackets are smaller and shorter, measuring 
about 50 mm. 

Young are greyer on the abdomen and have larger white tips to 
the axUlaiies and under wing-coverts. 

Distribution. Northern India from Eastern Nepal to East 
Assam both North and South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur, 
Lushai, Chittagong Hill-Tracts, the wliole of Burma to Tavoy 
(Sopwood)-, the Chin, Kachin and Shan States, Yunnan, andl 
Northern Siam. 

Nidification. The Small Racket-tailed Drongo breeds during 
April, May and June between the foot-hills and 6,000 feet, 
most often between 1,500 and 2,500 feet, but it is common in 
the Dibrugarh District of Assam in the foot-hills and broken plains 
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adjacent thereto. The nest is quite typical of tlie family and 
calls for no remarh. The eggs, either three or four in number, 
are very broad in shape with the small end but little compressed, 
and in colour are like richly tinted eggs of Dicrurus m. Jiopwoodt, 
but more blotched than spotted. One hundred eggs average 
25*6 X 18‘6 mm. : maxima 27*3 x 19-0 mm. and 25*6x19*7 mm.; 
minima 23*2 x 18*7 mm. and 24*2 x 17*9 mm. 

Habits. This is a bird of forests, though it is very partial to 
cultivation-clearings in the centre of heavy woods and also to 
openings on river-banks and swampy glades. It keeps much to the 
tops of trees whence it sallies forth after beetles, butterflies and 
other insects. Its normal flight is slow and dipping, the long tail- 
feathers undulating through the air as it flies ; it is, however, also 
capable of great speed and activity, especially in pursuit of termites 
on the wing. It has many and most varied notes, very full and 
melodious, and it is an excellent mimic, though not so good as the 
next species. 


Genus DISSEMURUS. 

JDissemurus Gloger, Handb. Natog., p. 347 (1842). 

Type, D.paradiseus Linn. 

The genus Dissemurus differs from Bhringa in having the 
feathers of the forehead prolonged into a handsome crest, curling 
back over the crown and also m having the rackets of the long * 
outer tail-feathers webbed broadly on the outer side but only 
very narrowly on the inner. Within our limits there is but one 
species, but this varies greatly in different parts, both in size 
and in quality of crest and tail, forming several well-marked 
geographical races or subspecies. 


Dissemurus paradiseus. 


to Subspecies, 


A. Size medium ; wing 138 to 163 mm. ; 

tail up to 420 mm. ; crest small, 
reaching only over anterior crown . . 

B. Lai'ger, wing 147 to 170 mm. ; tail up 

to 435 mm. ; crest longer, reaching 

centre of crown 

0. The largest form ; wing 165 to 
182 mm. ; tail up to 560 mm. ; crest 
very full, covering whole crown 

D. Size large, wing 152 to 167 mm. ; tail 

up to 450 mm. ; crest absent or 
obsolete ; culmen average 32 mm, , . 

E. Size medium, wing 146 to 163 mm. ; no 

crest,* culmen 28 mm 


D, p, paradiseusj p. 377. 


D.p. rangoonensiSf p. 378. 


2). p, grandis, p. 378. 

D. p. otiosus, p. 380. 

D. p, niooharimsis, p. 380. 
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r. Size medium, wing 142 to 167 mm.; 
tail up to 415 mm. ; crest up to centre 

or anterior crown U, p. malabaricifs^ p. 381. 

G. Size small, wing 139 to 156 mm. ; 

tail up to 340 mm. ; crest very small. D. p, ceylmien'sis, p. 381. 


(787) Bissemurus paradiseus paradisens. 

The Siah Labhe Uaoket-taxleh Dbohgo. 

(Juculus paradiseus Linn., S. N., ed. xii, p. 172 (1766) (Siam). 

Dissetnurus paradiseus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 325. 

Yemacular names. Noh-seng-sao-Jiang-huang (Siam) ; Lin-mi- 
Tui-ami-m- g ua (Tenas serim) . 

Description. Whole plumage black, glossed with blue, except 
on the inner webs of the wing-quills, throat, abdomen and vent ; 
the axillaries and under tail-coverts are tipped with white in all 
but very old birds. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red to crimson-lake ; bill, feet and 
•claws black. 

Measurements. Wing 138 to 163 mm.; tail up to about 420 
mm., generally about 400 mm. ; tarsus about 28 mm, ; culmen 27 
to 30 mm. 

Young are browner, less glossed and have the white under 
wmg-spots more pronounced. 

Distribution. Central and South Siam and Peninsular Burma. 
Birds from the West run rather larger than birds from the East, 
North of the Malay Peninsula. Thus a series of specimens from 
Tavoy and Mergui have a wing-average of 153 mm., as against 143 
for Siam birds. On the other hand, the crests and bills are small 
as in that bird and the tail also is somewhat shorter with smaller 
rackets. 

Nididcation. Mr. E. G. Herbert says that this Drongo breeds 
in May, building its nest in mango-trees, in gardens and the 
outskirts of villages, making a flimsy nest, “ cup-shaped, but very 
shallow, of tiny creepers, roots and stems ot grasses, often so 
thinly put together that one can see from below if there is any- 
thing in it. The materials are bound round the sides of a 
horizontal fork at the end of a branch, so that the nest hangs in 
the fork like a cradle.” 

“ The position of the nest is on the very fringe of the tree at 
about 20 feet from the ground, so it is quite inaccessible from the 
tree itself.” 

The eggs, which number two or three only, are long ovals ; 
ground-colour white or cream to warm pink with blotches, few at 
the smaller end, numerous at the larger, of reddish brown, purple 
or claret and secondary markings ot lavender or pale grey. 
Twenty eggs average 28*6 x 20*0 mm. : maxima 33*2 x 20*2 and 
30*2 X 22*0 mm. ; minima 26*9 x 20*0 mm, and 30*0 x 19*5 mm. 
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Hal>it6. The Siam Large Racket-tailed Drongo is a bird both 
of the forests and of the open country round about villages and 
houses and may often be found in gardens. Where the food-supply 
is sufficient two or three pairs may often be seen feeding together, 
for, though a very bold bird against all vermin and raptores, it is 
far from quarrelsome or a bully. It feeds entirely on the wing, 
generally selecting a post of observation on some high branch, from 
which it swoops in graceful flight after passing insects, returning, 
like a Shrike, to its perch to devour them. Like a Shrike it 
also sometimes holds its prey, if large enough, in its claws 
when feeding. Birds of this species have been known to seize 
and eat small lizards and tiny frogs but it keeps principall}'' to 
insects, grasshoppers and locusts forming a large proportion of 
its diet. Its calls are very sweet and full and it has a strong, 
though short, melodious song. It is, like all the races of this 
species, an excellent mimic. 

(788) Dissemurus paradiseus rangoonensis. 

The Btomese Lauge Racket-tailed Duongo. 

JBdolius rangoonemu Gould, P. Z. S., 1836, p. 5 (Rangoon). * 
Bi&semums paradiseus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 325 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Hnet-dau (Burmese). 

Description. A rather larger bird than D. p. 2 ^aradis€us with a 
longer fuller crest and longer tail with wider longer rackets. 

Colours of soft parts. The same in all races. 

Measurements, Wing 147 to 170 mm. ; tail up to 435 mm. ; 
culmen 28 to 32 mm. 

Distribution. Central and South Central Burma, South Chin 
and Kachin Hills ; South Shan States and Northern Siam. 

Nidiflcation. Verv little on record, but apparently not differing 
from that of the last bird, though it is more of a forest and less 
of a cultivated-country bird than that race. Messrs. Hop wood and 
Mackenzie took most of their nests on pynkado trees {Xylia 
dolahriformis) standing in open bamboo-jungle on the edge of 
roads. The few eggs I have seen measured about 29*0 X 21 '0 min. 

Habits. Those of the genus. This raxje is found from the foot- 
hills up to 5,000 feet during the breeding-season and throughout 
the plains in Winter, haunting both forest and more or less 
cultivated land as long as it is well wooded. 

(789) Dissemurus paradiseus grandis. 

The Assam Large Racket-tailed Deohgo. 

JEdolius grandis Gould, P. Z. S., 1836, p. 5 (Assam), 

Dissemurus paradiseus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 325 (part.). 

Vemacular names. Bhimraj, Bhringraj (Hind.) ; jKa^ta(Nep.) ; 
Parvdk or Parvah-pho (Lepcha); Dao-rajah gascliim (Cachari). 
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Description. Thi& is the largest of all the races of tl)is species, 
with a magnificent crest reaching over the whole crown and a 
very long tail witli large mckets. 

Measurements. Wing 155 to 182 mm.; tail ux) to 560 mm. and 
often exceeding 500 mm. ; culmen 32 to 35 mm. and stout in 
proportion. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Mussoorie to Eastern 
Assam; South to Sambalpur, Eaipur and the Northern reaches of 
the G-odavari Kiver ; North Chin and Kachin Hills ; Northern 
Shan States and Yunnan. 

Nidification. This fine Drongo breeds during April and May 
from the level of the phuns up to about 4,500 feet, but not often 
above 3,0,00 feet. The nest is the usual cradle swung in the fork 





Fig. oS — Head of D, p grandtb, 

of some small branch at the top of, or outside, some tree standing 
in forest, deep or open, or in well-wooded open coiintiy. It is 
fragile-looking, but strong in fact, being composed of very fine 
twigs, weed-stems, roots and grasses well interlaced and very 
firmly attached to the supporting fork, round which the materials 
are wound and then strengthened with cobwebs- The lining 
consists of a scanty amount of grass-stems and the outside is 
often more or less decorated with lichen, scraps of moss, bark, etc, 
It measures anything between 5§ and 6 J inches in diameter by less 
than half its width in depth. Most nests are placed high up in 
big trees and are very difficult to get at hut a few are built within 
15 or 20 feet of the ground. The eggs number three or four and 
vary rather less than do those of most Drongos. In shape 
are rather long and ] 5 ointed ; in colour they vary from pure white, 
which is rare, to a rich cream, marked with primary blotches or 
spots and specks of some shade of reddish, brown or purple aud 


580 


DICETJE1D.1?. 


with secondary marks of lavender and pale neutral tint. In most 
•eggs the markings are fairly numerous at the larger end and sparse 
elsewhere but they vary greatly in this respect. 1^'orty-eight 
eggs average 30*4x21*6 mm. : maxima 32‘4x 22*6 mm. ; minima 
26*0 X 20-8 and 27*0 x 20*0 mm. 

Habits. Preferably this Drongo frequents dense damp forests 
but it is also found in all well-wooded country and is especially 
partial to bamboo-jungle, in which grow scattered big trees. In a 
natural state they are entirely insectivorous, though they may 
swallow a great deal of honey together with the insects they 
extract from flowers, but in a state of captivity they will eat 
plantains greedily. Bees are swallowed by them in great numbers 
and without any injury and they also devour every kind of beetle, 
their larvae and butterflies. Their notes are all most musical, and, 
though they have no really connected song, one mellow whistle 
follows another in such rapid succession that it is much the same 
in effect. They mimic many other sounds as well as those of 
other birds and a fine male bird, for many years the unconfined 
pet of the Sepoys in one of the N. Cachar stockades, sounded 
the reveille every morning with absolute correctness and 
punctuality. 


(790) Dissemurus paradiseus otiosus. 

The AiruAMAN Eacket-tailed Beongo. 

otiosus Ilichmond, Proc. U.S. Nnt.Mus., xxv, 
p. 291 (1902) (Andamans). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A large bird with no crest, a long and very 
powerful bill and a long tail with broad rackets up to 70 mm. in 
length, 

Measurements, Wing 152 to 167 mm., average 162 mm. ; tail 
up to 450 mm. ; culmen 29 to 34 and averaging over 32 mm. 

Distribution. Andamans. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 


(791) Dissemurus paradiseus nicobariensis. 

Tas N 10 OBA.B LaB&B BACKET-TAniBD Dbost&o. 

Dissemurus paradiseus nicoha'i'tetisis Stuart Baker, N ov. Zool., xxv, 
p. 802 (1918) (Kondel, Nicobars). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from D. p. otiosus in being decidedly 
smaller, in having a shorter tail with small rackets only measuring 
up to 54 mm. and a smaller weaker bill. 



DISSEMUEUS. 381 

Measurements. Wing 146 to 153 inm., average 149 mm. ; tail 
up to 425 min. ; culmen 27 to 29 mm. 

Distribution. JSTicobars only. 

ITidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

(792) Dissemurus paradiseus malabariciis. 

The MaIiAbab Labge Eaceet-xaiiiEd Deohgo. 

Lanius malabariciis Lath., Ind. Orn., i, p. 66 (1790) (Malabaria). 

Dissemurus paradiseus* Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 82.5 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Bhimraj, Bhringraj (Hind.) ; TinJca passcila 
poligada (Tel.) ; Hati (Gond.) ; Kate-ougal (Mahr.). 

Description. Very close to D* p. rangoonensis^ but smaller and 
with a smaller crest and smaller weaker bill. 

Measurements. Wing 142 to 167 mm., average 152 mm. ; tail- 
up to 415 mm. ; culmen 26 to 29 mm. 

Distribution. The whole of India South of the range given for 
D. p. grandis, birds at the meeting-places of the two races being, 
of course, intermediate between them. 

Nidiflcation. The Malabar Eacket-tailed Drongo breeds in the 
months of March, April and May from Travancore to Hhandalla, 
Nassic and Thana etc. in the Bombay Presidency. The nest is 
like that oH the other races and is usually built very high up in a 
forest-tree. The eggs number two or three, very rarely four, and 
forty-eight eggs average 28*1 x21’l mm. : maxima 32*3 X 21-5 and 
27’6 x 23'8 mm. ; minima 26*6x20-0 and 27’0x20’0 mm. 

Habits. Those of the species. 

(793) Dissemurus paradiseus ceylonensis. 

The CErLO]S’ Laege Eaoebt-tailbj) Deongo. 

Dissemurus ceylonensis Sharpe, Cat. B. M., iii, p. 264 (1877) (Ceylon). 

Vernacular names. Maha Kaiuucla, Eratta vaUm Euravi (Tam. 
in Ceylon). 

Description- The smallest of all the subspecies with a compara- 
tively still shorter tail, smaller crest, and smaller bill. 

Measurements. Wing 139 to 156 mm., average 146 mm.; tail 
up to 340 mm.; culmen 27 to 28 ram. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Nidification. That of the species. Eggs taken by Mr. J. Stewart 
average 26'3x21*0 mm. and were taken in April. 

Habits, Those of the species. 
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Fig. 59 . — AcrocepMus sfenf07'eiiy< hi'u/incf^eHH. 


Family SYLVIID^E. 

The Waeblbes. 

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the 
vbronchial semi-rings ; the edges of both mandibles smooth or the 
upper one with a single simple notch; hinder aspect of tarsus 
'Smooth, composed of two entire longitudinal lamince ; wing with 
ten primaries ; tongue non-tubular ; nostrils always clear of the line 
■of forehead, the space between the nostril and the edge of the 
mandible less than the space between the nostril and the culmen ; 
the plumage of the young is like that of the adult female but 
brighter, m many cases more yellow or rufous ; tail-feathers ten 
or twelve, sexes generally alike; a partial or complete Spring 
moult ill addition to the complete Autumn moult. 

The Sylviidce^ or Warblers, comprise a large number of birds of 
-small size and, with few exceptions, plain plumage. Hartert 
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includes them in bis MuscicapidcB, or Flycatchers, but these birds 
have the nestlings spotted or squamated, a perfectly sufficient 
reason for dividing them from this family. The Sylviidce have a 
complete or partial Spring moult, which not only generally causes 
a change in the colour of the plumage but in some also changes 
the length and shape of the tail. In some Warblers this moult 
affects only the quills of the wings and tails. 

In the Sylviidce, though the young are often more highly 
coloured than the adults, they have tlie same colour-pattern. 
Some young Warblers appear to have no moult in the first Autumn^ 
whilst in a few this moult, as in Locustella, appears to form a 
transition-stage between the nestling plumage and that of the 
adult. Others of the Sylviidce change direct into the adult 
plumage at their first Spring moult and others again do not obtain 
the adult plumage until their second Autumn moult. 

Many species of Warblers are migratory, others are resident 
and in a few there are both resident and migratory subspecies of 
the same species. 

The SyMidoe found within the limits of this work comprise 
about 150 species and subspecies referable to 33 genera. I follow 
Oates in the main features of his key and divide them in two 
classes, the first of which includes all Warblers with twelve 
tail-feathers and the second those with ten. 

Key to Genera. 

A. Tail of twelve feathers. 

a. Feathers of the forehead short, rounded, 
their shafts not elongate; no hairs or 
bristles on the margin of the forehead, 
except the ordinary rictal ones near the 
gape. 

a'. Eictal bristles armnged in a horizontal 
row. 

a!\ Feathers of head and neck soft, not 
spinous. 

^rst primary less than a third of 
the length of the second, 
a*. Wing longer than tail by about 

the length of tarsus Agrobates, p. 385. 

b^. Wing and tail about equal in 
length. 

G®, Rictal bristles well developed; 
tail-feathers less graduated, 

the outermost more than f fp, 387 ^ 

length of tail Acrocephalus, 

5®. Rictal bristles very small; tail 
much graduated, outermost 
feathers less than | length of 

tail Locustella, p. 399. 

b\ First primary longer than a third 
of the second. 
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Bictal bristles extremely short. 
First primary not more than 

half second 

'cP. First piimary eq^ual to f second. 
d^. Bictal bristles well developed, 
e'*. Bill as long as, or longer than, 

the head 

p. Bill decidedly shorter than the 
head. 

a®. First primary shorter than 
half second. 

a^. Wing pointed 

W’^ing rounded 

6®. First primary longer than 
half second. 

c’’. Third primary not longest 
nor equal to longest. 
o®. Two rictal bristles . . . 
More than two rictal 
bristles. 

a®. Tail more than IJ 
times length of wing. 
6®. Tail less than 1 J times 

length of wing 

(T, Third primary reaching to 
tip of wing. 

c®. Tail much longer than 

wing 

Tail about equal to wing. 
6'. Bictal bristles arranged vertically . ... 
b. Feathers of the forehead disintegrated, the 
shafts lengthened ; supplementary bristles 
in front of rictal bristles. 

'. Tail greatly graduated and rounded .... 
Tail nearly even or slightly forked. 

Supplementary bristles short, no frontal 
hairs over nostrils. 

c®. Bill from gape to tip longer than 

middle toe with claw 

d^. Bill from gape to tip shorter than 

middle toe with claw 

c". Supplementary bristles very strong 
and numerous, no frontal hairs; bill 

stout 

d'. Supplementary bristles numerona but 
not strong, no frontal hairs; bill 

slender 

e". Supplementary bristles very strong and 
numerous, extending over nostrils up 
to centre of culmen; bill large and 

wide ; first primary small 

Supplementry bristles similar but ex- 
tending up to tip of bill; first primary 

small 

Supplementary bristles reaching to 
middle of biU; first primary large, 
exceeding half second 


Titir.URA, p. 403. 
Er^.A-PICRORNIS, 

[p. 408. 

Orthotomtjs, p. 410, 


Luscixiola, p. 41 7, 
ClSTICOLA, p. 419. 


Franklinia, p. 424, 


Laticilla, p. 430. 
Graminicola, 


Megalurxjs, p. 434, 
SoHCENiconA, p.486, 
Ohaetornis, p. 438. 


[p. 489, 

Biiragmaticola, 


Hippolais, p. 441, 
Sylvia, p. 446. 

[p. 452. 

Hebbivocxjla, 

[p. 453, 

Phyllosoopus, 


[p. 471. 

A C ANTHOPNETJSTE , 


Sbicercus, p. 485. 


Muscitbea, p. 483. 
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J?. Tail of ten feathers. 

c. Tail no longer in Winter than Summer ; not 
cross-rayed or only obaoletely so ; graduated 
slightly or not at all. 

Wing and tail about equal in length. 
lb' , Nostrils overhung by long hairs, 
e'’ Tail very slightly rounded. 

e'. Kictal bristles of great length; 
wing longer than tail. 


Bill short and pointed Abhobnts, p. 493. 

A®. Bill lon^ and blunt Tickktxia, p. 499. 

llictal bristles moderate ; wing 

shorter than tail Scotocebca, p 501. 

/\ Tail considerably rounded Nbobnis, p. 502. 

i". Nostrils not overhung by hair. 

/y*. Supplementary biistles in front of 
rictal biistles ; feathers of fore- 
head with shafts prolonged Horobnis, p. 604. 

A*. No supplementary bristles ; feathers 
of forehead with shafts not pro- 
longed. [p. 616. 

<7 Bill broad, blunt and long Phyjllebgatbs, 

Bill sharp and slender. 

Outer tail-feathers much shorter 

than central Horeites, p. 512. 

j\ Outer tail-leathers very little 

ahoiter than cential Oettia, p. 514. 

Wing about twice as long as tail Urophlexis, p. 615.. 

d\ Tail longer in Winter than in Summer, 
cross-rayed and gre,itly paduated. 

(J, Tail twice as long ak "wing Suya, p. 618. 

lb '. Tail one and a half times as long as wing. Prinia, p. 525. 


Genus AGROBATES. 

Apobates Swains , Class. Birds, ii, p, 241 (1837), 

Type, Agrohates galactodes. 

The genus Ayrohaies is represented in India by one species, which 
is a somewhat rare winter visitor to the drier parts of the Nforth- 
West, occasionally straggling as far East as Assam. The bill is- 
about hall the length of tlie head, slender and similar in shape to 
that of Locustella (fig. 63). The tojrehead is clothed with short 
thick-set feathers and there are no supplementary bristles ; this 
character and the longer foot and vring suffice to separate Agrobates 
from Sylvia with w hicli Seebohm placed it. The tail is ample and 
well rounded. The first primary is short and the second equal to 
the fourth. 


Agrobates galactodes. 

Sylvia galactodes Temm., Man. d’Orn., i, p. 182 (1820). 
Type-locality : South Spain. 


Toil. II. 
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(794) Agrobates galactodes familiaris. 

* Tllli (jKEy-liVCKKl) AVAnJ3USll. 

Cal IJais. (’anc.,p 3:> (183-J) (S.Caucn^us'). 

Aedfm famfhanut, IJlaiif. tVs Oates, i, p. 30 J . 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage fulvous-brown, darker on 
the forehead and sides of the crown, changing to bright rufescent 
on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; centre pair ot tail-feathers 
brown, more or less suffused with rufescent, obsoletely cross-rayed 
and broadly tipped with dark brown, the next two pairs chestnut 
with broad subterminal band of black, the extreme edges and tips 
being pale rufous sometimes showing a speck of white, outer 
three pairs the same, but Avith broad white tips ; wing-qmlls and 




Fig. 61. — Foot of g, familiaris. 

coxerts edged with pale fulvous-white; supercilia white or buffy- 
white ; lores and a line through the eyes brown ; a line under tlie 
antei'ior ear-coverts brown ; ear-coverts and entire lower plumage 
pale, dull vmaceoLis-w bite, a little darker on breast and flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or dark brown : bill brown 
above, the lower mandible whitish or yellowish w^hite, the mouth 
yellow ; legs and feet pale brown, flesby-brown, pale yellowish 
w’hite or dirty straw-colour. 

Measurements. Total length 175 to 185 mm.; wing 8*5 to 
90 mm.; tail 65 to 70 mm.; culmen 18-0 to 19'5mm.; tarsus 
about ^6 mm. 

Typical A. g. galactodes differs from this race in being much 
more rufous above. 

Distribution. From Southern Caucasia to Persia, Mesopotamia, 
Transcaspia, Turkestan, Afghanistan, Baluchistan and N.W. 
India, straggling into the plains of the Punjab, N.W. Provinces, 


ACJlOL'JiUMl \ L US. l^S7 

-Smd and liajputana. I have killed a specimen in Cacliar and 
have received another from Behar. 

NidifLcation. The Grey-backed Warbler probably breeds 
practically wherever found, but in Sind and N.W. India Ticehurst 
says that it is only found as an Autumn migrant on passage. He 
does not, however, say from where to where and it may well be a 
resident here as at Multan, where Major Lindsay Smith took many 
nests. He records that about Multan “ the Grey-backed AVarbler 
breeds in the most inhospitable deserts breeding in low stunted 
bushes that do not average 20 teet high; the nest is usually under 
5 feet from the ground, always on thickish branches. 1 strongly 
suspect that this bird frequently makes use of deserted nests of 
Anjya caudata and Molpastes feacotts, as I have found three types 
of nest. The one which I Jiscribe to thte bird irself is a large, 
looselv put together cup of grass-stems, always touiid in Jal bushes 
{S. alsoides); the Bulbul type is built in tl*,e Jhand (H 
and the Babbler type in the Karil or Wild Caper ((7. ap7i?/77fl). It 
may be, hov\ever, that the Warbler suits its nest to the type of 
tree selected for a site.’^ 

Nests, eggs and birds were sent to me by Major Lindsay Smith. 
The clutches numbered three to four eggs each and were indistin- 
guishable iu anyway from those taken by Tomlinson in Basra 
or by Currie iu Persia. The ground-colour is white, greyish or 
yellowish white and very rarely pinkish white, the whole surface 
being profusely marked with small rather longitudinal freckles and 
blotches of brown or reddish brown, the general aspect of the egg 
varying from grey to reddish brown. In shape the eggs are 
rather long, well-pointed ovals. Eifty eggs average 20-9 x 15‘4 mm. ; 
the maxima are 23*5 x 16*3 mm. and the minima 19*2 x 15*4 and 
.20*1 X 14*0 mm. 

At Multan the breeding-season is from the end of Eebruary to 
early April, at Kerman and Sheraz Currie found them laying in 
May, whilst Tomlinson took eggs from the middle of May to the 
end of June. 

Habits. The Grey-backed "Warbler is a bird of arid iilains 
covered with scanty scrub and date-gardens etc. in drv situations, 
though within irrigated areas. It is by no means aquatic in its 
habits and, though like the Jeed-Warblers, it feeds in amongst 
scrub-jungle and thorny bushes it seems never, like these birds, 
to frequent reed- beds and marshy swamps. It has a loud and 
•rather discordant note and is entirely insectivorous in its diet. 


Genus ACBOCEPHALTJS. 

jlo'ocephalzis Naum., Nat, Land- u. WAa3.-\ ug. Nord-Beutsclil., 
p. 149 (1811). 

Tvpe, jLcrocfplicilus 

The genus Acrocephalus contains Indian species which are 
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common in Winter over a very wide area but of wbich the greater- 
number seek the higher ranges for niditication. 

The Eeed-AVarblers are birds of plain plumage with very few 
obviously distinctive features and are therefore difficult to identify 
witliout a careful examination of the wings. 

The Winter and Summer plumage only vary in that the rufoua 
or fulvous tint, especially in the lower plumage, is greatly 
intensified during the winter or noii-breeding season. The sexes 
are alike and they undergo a complete moult both in Autumn and 
Spring. 

In this genus the bill is rather slender and generally nearly 
as long as the head; the forehead is smooth and there aro 
three well-developed, strong, rictal bristles on each side of the 
head. The first primary is small and the second varies consider- 
ably in comparative length, forming an excellent guide to the 
^a^ious species. The tail is long and well graduated, the feathers, 
rather narrow and pointed. 

Key to Sj[iecies» 


A. Of large size, wing above 75 mm. 

rt. Second primary shorter than fifth A, stentoreus, p. 388. 

h. Second primary equal to or longer than 

fouith A. arimdinaceus^ p. 391. 

B. Of small size, wing under 65 mm. 

c. With a distinct black stripe over the 

supercihum A, bisUngiceps, p. 39:^. 

(1. With no black stripe over the super- 
cilium. 

a', Culnien from front under 15 mm. 

Upper plumage olivaceous ...... A. dumetormiy p. 393. 

h'\ Upper plumage rufous, 
a®. Second primary equals sixth to 

seventh A. agricolus, p. 394. 

6®. Second primary equals eighth to 

tenth A, co9icinenSy p- 395. 

b'. Oulmen from front over 15 niin A, orinuSy p. 398. 


In consulting the above key it must be remembered that th& 
culraen is measured from the feathers of the forehead ; if measured 
from the base of the skull, another 2 mm. must be added to the 
measurements given. 

Acrocephalus stentoreus. 

Curmca stentorea Hempr. & Ehrenb., Symb. PLys., Aves, fol. bb. 

(^1833). 

Type-locality : Damietta, Egypt. 

Key to Subspecies, 


A. Paler and more rufous 

B. Darker and less rufous 


A, s. binmnesccTtSf p. 389.. 
A, s, amgeSy p. 390. 
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i.795) Acroceplialiis stentoreus bruunescens. 

Tub IsTJDiAir Geeat Eebd-Wakbljbjr. 

Affvohates bi'unnescens Jerd., Madr, Jour. L. S., x, p. 269 (1839) 
(Tricliinopoly). 

Acrocephalus stentoreiis, lilanf. & Oates, i, p. 350. 

Vernacular names. Bom-jitti (Tel.). 

Description. Upper plumage olive-brown, tinged with rufescent 
fulvous on rump and upper tail-coverts ; wings and tail olive- 
brown edged with fulvous ; a narrow supercilium from the 
forehead to the eye pale buif ; lores and small patch behind the 
eye brown ; ear-eoverts and sides of neck like the back but paler; 
below fulvous, brighter on flanks, vent and under tail-coverts, 
albescent on centre of abdomen and almost white on chin, throat 
and fore-neck i the breast is sometimes a little darker and laintly 
streaked with brown. This Eastern form differs from typical 
stentoreus in being darker above and in having a somewhat stouter 
bill. 



Fig. 1)2.— ITctid ol A. s. hritiiHCSLens^ 


Colours of soft parts. Iris yellowish brown or light hazel ; 
■eyelids plumbeous ; mouth orange-yellow ; legs plumbeous or 
j)luinbeous-horny ; upper inaudible dark brown, lower pale 
yellowish or dusky flesh-colour. 

Measurements. Total length about 190 to 200 mm, ; wing 83 
to 90 Him. ; tail about 75 to 80 mm. ; tarsus 30 mm. ; culmen 
17*o to 19*5 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding from Transcaspia, Persia to Kashmir 
and Garhwal. In ‘Winter wandering into the plains of India as 
far South as Ceylon and Bast to Bengal and Behar. The smaller, 
darker nirds from Burma probably all belong to the next form. 

Nidification. This Eeed-Waubler breeds iu some numbers in 
the Kashmir lakes during June, making a typical Beed- Warbler s 
nest of coarse shreds of rushes bound to three, four or more reeils 
and lined with finer shreds and bits of grass. The eggs generally 
number three, sometimes four. In ground-colour they vary from 
pure white to dr yellowish or greyish white, sometimes very 
strongly tinged with green and they are marked with good-sized 
irregular blotches of deep blackish brown and sieuna-bro\^ ii ; the 
green eggs also have underlying or secondary marks of lavender 
and neutral tint. The surface is glossless and rather coarse and 
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the shape a rather long oval. Sixty eggs average 22*7 X 1 5*9 mm. : 
maxima 24*?X lO'l and 22*4 x 16*7 mm. ; minima 21*3 X 15*3 and 
23*2 X 16*0 mm. 

It is ])robable that the bird which is resident and breeds in 
Sind is the next race and not this. 

Hahits. This form o6 steniomis is a true migrant, leaving the 
plains of India in the end of April and breeding in the Himalayas 
in the lakes and swamps between 6,000 and 10,000 feet. Though 
not gregarious, many pairs may be found breeding within a 
comparatively small area, each, however, keeping strictly to its 
own particular patch of feeding-ground. They are extremely 
noisy birds, their loud harsh song being continually repeated 
from the tops of high reeds in tho vicinity of the nest. 


(796) Acrocephalus stentoreus amyae. 

Mrs. Stevens’s Eebd-W areler. 

Atrocephalus sfenioreuA am\fm Stuart Baker, Bull. B.O. C., xliii,^ 
p. 17 (1822;. 

Vernacular names. K’one I'ecorded. 

Description. Differs from tlie Indian Great lieed-Warbler in 
being much darker above and below and in being a trifle smaller. 
The colour of this bird even in its breeding-plnniage is more 
ochraceous-brown below than is A, s. hrunnescens in its brightest 
winter-dress. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Iris olive-brown : bill horny-black above, 
paler on edges of commissure ; lower mandible pinkish, darker at 
tip ; tarsus bluish-horn,” {Stevens.') 

ISflEeasurements. Wing about 80 to 82 mm. ; tail 67 mm. ; tarsus 
28 mm. ; culmen 21 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in the sub-Himalayan plains and Teraii 
from Assam to Garhwal. In W^inter it is ap[)arently numerous in 
Burma as far South as Pegu ; in Bengal and probably over much of 
the Indian continent. 

Mdification. Mr. S. L. Whymper (Journal B. K". H. S., xviii, 
p. 495, 1907) first recorded the breeding of this Beed-Warhler in 
the Bahraich district in August and he then remarked on the 
siunll size both of the bird itself and of its nest. Mr. P. Eield 
took numerous nests in Gonda, U.P., in July and August, and. 
finally Mr. H. Stevens found it breeding in Assam in April and 
Mav and secured birds on their nests. The latter are like small 
neat specimens of those of s, hrunnescens and are placed rather 
low down in chimps of reed in dense reed-beds. The eggs also are 
small facsimiles ot those of that bird but on the whole are browner 
and less green and differ in being shorter blunter ovals. Tu enty- 
one eggs average 19*6 x 15*0 mm. : maxima 21*4 X 15*0 and 19*9 x 
16-0 mm. ; minima 18*3 X 16*3 and 19*2 x 14*1 mm. 
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Habits. Similar to tlio&e of the last bird but remaining in th© 
plains to breed. It is an equally noisj’-, conspicuous biwl \viiere\er 
found but Mr. Stevens informs me that it is an inveterate skulker 
and very hard to shoot, except in the early mornings and evenings 
when it sings its raucous little song troiu the reed-tops. Even 
V hen killed it is hard to find for, in Assam, it haunted the densest 
cover of Elephant-grass and the coarsest, rankest reeds. 

This most interesting bird is as yet but little known and, not 
having hitherto been distinguished from its mountain-breeding 
cousin, it is not easy to define its habitat. The majorit}'- of tlie 
Great Eeed-Warblers East of Bengal procured in the winter and 
all those procured from May onwards appear to be of this race, 
so that it is possible that its breeding-range will have to be very 
widely extended. It is even possible that it will prove to be a more 
or less, resident form, merely moving locally under varying 
conditions of drought and flood. More specimens of breeding- 
birds are urgently required, to enable its proper status to be defined* 


Acrocephalus arundinaceus. 

Tarsus antnduiaceus Idiin., S. N., ed. x, i, p. 170 (17-38). 
Type-locality : Danzig. 


(797) Acrocephalus arundinaceus orientalis. 

The East mix Great 11icet>- Warbler. 

Salicaria turdina orientahs Temm. & Scbleg., Fauna Jap., Aves^ 
p. 50 (1847) (Japan). 

Acrocephalub onentalia, Bknf. & Oates, i, p. 337. 

Vernacular names. jN’oiie recorded. 

Description. Differs from A, s. hrunnescens in having the- 
second primary equal to, or longer than, the fourth. It is also 
slightly browner below and nearly always more heavily streaked 
on the breast. 

From typical arundinaceus it differs in being darker above, much 
less fulvous below and in having the breast darker and more Freely 
St leaked. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill horny-brown or nearly 
black above, pale yellowish- horny below; legs yellowish brown, 
dark fleshy- brown or plumbeous-horny. 

Measurements. Wing 79 to 83 mm. ; tail 72 to 78 mm. ; culmen 
17*5 to 19-5 mm.* ; tarsus about 30 mm. 

Distribution. This Eeed-Warbler breeds in Japan, Eastern 
Siberia and Northern China and in Winter is found throughout 
Southern China, the Indo-Chinese countries, Annam, Siam,, 
practically tlie whole of Burma to Assam. 

, Hidification. So far the Eastern Great Eeed-Warbler has never 
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been found breeding within our limits, nor is it likely tlmt it 
ever will be. It is said by McGregor to be resident and breeding 
in the Philippines but this bird is a smaller form than the 
Northern migratory bird and will have to be separated, it breeds 
freely in Japan and llicketts. La Touche and others have taken 
nests and eggs in various parts of Northern China. These are not 
distinguishable from tliose ot A. s. stentorem. One hundred eggs 
average 21*Sxl5‘7 mni. ; the maxima are 23*4x15*4 and 20*cSx 
17*0 mm. ; the minima are 19*4 X 15*4 and 19*0 x 14*3 rnm. 

According to La Touche eggs are to be found in Chinkiang from 
the middle of May to the middle of June and the number of eggs 
in a full clutch varies from three to five. In Japan they lay in 
May and June and the eggs number four to six. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 


(798) Acrocephalus bistrigiceps. 

. SoufiENCKS Eebd-Wakbleb. 

AGi'oc&^lialm histngicei^s Swinh., Ibis, 1860, p. 51 (China) ; Jlliinl*. & 
Oates, i, p. 358. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage olive-brown, tinged with rufous, 
especially on the rump and upper tail-coverts; uings and tail 
brown, edged viirh pale olive-brown; a broad superciliiim from 
nostril to nape pale fulvous and above this a short broad streak of 
black ; lores and a line through the eye dark brown ; ear-coverts 
and sides of the neck like the back but paler and brighter ; a ring 
of pale fulvous feathers round the eye ; below pale buff, darkest 
on fianks, vent and under tail-coverts, albescent on centre of 
abdomen, chin and throat. 

Colours of soft parts. Irides yellow-brown to dark brown ; bill 
above horny -brown to blackish brown, commissure and lower 
mandible yellowish ; feet fleshy-yellow to horny-brown. 

Measurements. AVing 52 to 56 mm. ; tail 50 to 55 mm. ; tarsus 
21 to 22 mm.; culmen 11*5 to 12 mm. 

^rhe first primary is comparatively large, measuring about 
15 mm. The second primary is equal to the sixth or between 
sixth and seventh. 

After the Autumn moult the upper plumage is a bright russet- 
brown and the lower plumage a deeper buff. 

Distribution. Schrenck's Heed- Warbler breeds in Japan and 
Eastern Siberia, possibly also in the North of Chma ; in AVinter 
it is found throughout tlie South of China aud is common as far 
AVest as Siam, the Chin aud Hachin Hills and South Burma, 
straggling very rarely into South Assam. 

^ IHdification. This little Eeed-AVar bier breeds in great numbers 
in Japan, making a typical, deep, cup-shaped nest of grass,. 
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uttached to reed or grass st^ems in swampy land or on the edges of 
lakes, waterways, etc. It laj^s four or five eggs. The ground- 
colour IS a pale yellowish, greyish or greenish white but this is 
almost obliterated by innumerable freckles and small blotches ut 
light brown with others underlying of pale grey and neutral tint. 
In many eggs the marks are practically confluent and appear 
to be wholly a light greenish brown. A few eggs have a hair-line 
at the larger end in addition to the other markings. In shape they 
are a short blunt oval. Fifty eggs average 16-2xl2*(> mm.: 
the maxima are 17*4x12 7 and 17*0x13*4 mm.; minima 
14‘6xl2*2 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. According to La Touche and 
Styan, it has a rather pretty little song as well as tlie usual harsh 
notes of all Eeed-Warblers. Alan Owston in a letter to me writes 
that it is such a noisy little bird and “ sings so continuously close 
to its nest that the latter is very easy to find. Directly the bird 
.sees it is observed it drops down low^ amongst the reeds but if one 
is silent and motionless it soon creeps up again to the tops of the 
reeds and reiterates its jarring little notes.” 

(799) Acroceplialus dumetorum. 

BliYTIl’S lijSlD-WARBLBn. 

Ad oceiihalus dumetomm Blytb, J. A. S. 13., xiiii, p. 8ir> (1849) ; 

Blaiif. & Oates, i, p. 369. 

Vernacular names. Fodena (Hind,); Tik~tihLl (Mahomedan); 
TiLra (Beng.) ; Kiimpa-jitta (Tel.). 

Description, Above olive-brown tinged with fulvous and with a 
very taint tinge of russet on the upper tail-coverts ; wings and 
tail brown, the feathers edged with olive-brown; lores dusky; 
feathers round eyelid buff; a very faint supercilium buff; ear- 
coverts and sides ot neck like the back but paler ; lower plumage 
pale buff, darker on the flanks, vent and breast. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellow-brown to dark brown; bill 
•dark horny-brown above, yellow below ; legs and feet yellowish 
horny or fleshy-horny to pale brown. 

IKCeasurements. Wmg 59 to (54 mm. ; tail 55 to (5U mm. ; tarsus 
21*5 to 22*5 mm.; culmen 12 to 13*5 inin. 

The second primary is equal to the eighth or a little shorter. 
The first primary i-s very small, about 10 to 11 min. 

In Summer plumage the lower parts are almost white. 

Distribution. Eastern Kussia and West Siberia to the Himalayas 
as far East as Nepal, wintering throughout the plains of India, 
Bm-ma and Ceylon. 

Hidification. Blyth’s Beed-Warbler breeds from Eussia 
practicidlj*' throughout Western and Central Western Asia to the 
Himalayas. In Europe and the Altai it makes a typical deep 
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cup-shaped nest which it places in low bushes, brambles audi 
nettles but in the Himalayas it is said to make a ball-shaped nest 
low down in rose-bushes on hill-sides wellav^ay from watei. The 
eggs are of three definite varieties: pale rose-coloured, marked 
\\ ith violet-grey and reddish brown and with a few black spots ; 
milky -white spotted yvith olive-hrowui and dirty-white almost 
completely covered with olive-brow-n. Dresser gives the average 
size as 17’Sxl2-9 min. 

It breeds in May and June and lays four or five eggs in a 
clutch. 

Habits. Blyth’s Heed- Warbler is said to be far more like the 
Marsh- AVarbler in its habits than the Heed- Warbler. Although 
often found ni marshy and sw^ampy tracts, it also frequents low 
bush and scrub-jungle as well as small trees at a con&idei'uble 
distance from water. Its ordinary note is a loud tcMh tc7dl^2k 
sound like flint and steel being struck together; besides this call 
it has a fine song, \vhich, according to Professor Lilljeborg, is as« 
rich and varied as that of the Song-Thrusli. 


( 800 ) Acrocepbalus agricolus. 

The PADJDY-riELi) Waeblek. 

tSyhia (Acrocephalm) agricola Jerdon, Madr. Joiiv. L. S., xiii, pt. ii,. 
p 131 (1844) (Nellore). 

Acraceiihalus ctgncola Blaiif. & Oates, i, p. 359. 

Vernacular names. (Tel.). 

Description. Above olive-broAvii with a tinge of rufous, more 
pronounced on rump and upper tail-coverts and darker on crown ; 
featbeis of wings with obsolete pale edges; an almoibt wlute 
supercihuin trom the nostrils to behind the ear-coverts; sides of 
neck and eai'-coverts pale whitisli brown ; below pale buffy-w^hite, 
the flanks and abdomen more buff and the cbm and throat almost 
pure white. 

In May to 3uly the underparts are almost pure white but in 
Winter they are still more, buff and the whole upper plumage is 
suffused W'ith rufous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale yellow’, hazel or light browm ; 
u|)per mandible dark horny-brown, lower mandible fleshy or 
yellow’ish-fleshy ; tarsus and ieet pinkish browm. 

Measurements. Total length about 130 to 135 inm.; wing 
6o-0 to (50*5 nnn.; tail 60 to 65 mii.. ; tarsus about 21 mm.; 
culmen about 11 to 12 mm. The second primary is equal to the 
sixth, or more rarely betw'een the sixtli and seventh. The first 
primary is small, about 9 to 10 mm., and very narrow. 

Distribution. Breeding in Central Asia to the Himalayas, in 
Winter throughout India as far East as Bengal and, more rarely,, 
Assam. 
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Nidificatiou. The Paddy-field AV'ai'bleL' breeds during June in 
JCashnair, but probably neither farther South nor East, whilst to 
the West the breeding-bird seems to be some form otyJ. cojiomens. 
Col, liattray, amongst many others, has taken its nest in the lakes 
trom Gruiiderbul to ISambuL He describes them as “ beautifully 
made and very deep cradles oi; fine grasses woven round two or 
more stems ot a weed or rush, about IS Inches high above the 
ground or water, lined with still finer grasses. The \veeds to 
which the nests ai'o attached grow on the large floating islands 
of decayed vegetation. These islands form very dangerous 
walking-places as they are not strong and often break up after a 
storm. Tlie nests are seldom in thick growth of weeds but on the 
outskirts and they are ir^ver built in colonies. The birds are very 
noisy when one approaches the nest.*^ The eggs number three or 
four. Ill ground-colour they vary from a pure ivhite to a pale 
green and they are spotted and blotched with dark and pale sieniia- 
broMii and secondary markings of grev, lavender and neutral tint. 
The blotches are nearly always more numerous at the larger end, 
where they form a cap or ring. In shape they vary from short 
broad ovals to rather long ovals- Porty eggs aveiMge 16-8 x 
12*0 mm: the maxima are 19*0x15 7 and 17*0x14*1 miu. ; the 
minima 14*4 x 15*2 and 17*0x12 1 imu. 

Habits. The Paddy-field Warbler is in all its ways very much 
like the Common European Eeed-Warbler. A noisy active little 
bird, frequenting reed-beds, weeds aud rushes by the w^ater-side, 
it creeps in and out ot the stems constantly uttering its little note 
of chih-chlk, whilst the male every now and then mounts to the 
top of some high reed and pours forth his jerky, grating, little 
song. They resent being watched and hide iii the lower parts of 
the thickest reeds when disturbed but witliin a few minutes of 
being left resume their activities, both choral and physical. They 
leave their breeding- haunts for the plains in early October, 
refuming in the end of April and early May. 

Acrocephalus concinens. 

A. condneRS appears to be a different species to A. agricolus^ 
differing from that species m having a rather larger, broader first 
primary aud in having a second primary equal in length to the 
eighth or between the eighth and tenth, whilst -A. agriodus has the 
second equal to the sixth or between the sixth and seventh. 

Moreover, in Kashmir, and possibly in other parts of the 
Himalayas, we have both birds breeding in the same area, although 
differing considerably in their habits and mode of uidificatioii; 

K&y to Subspecies, 

A. First primary about 11 mm., narrow. 

Upper plumage olive-browii ; flanks dull 

fulvous An c, concinens, p. 396.. 
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B. First primary about 11-12 mm., broader. 

Upper plumage darker, flankh more butt .. . A. c. itarmf/ttmi, j). 396. 
O. Upper plumage still darker and lower 

plumage more brown, lesb buff A. c. ^teaemi, p. 397. 

(SOI) Acrocephalus concinens concinens. 

TuE CuiyjfiSB PaDDY-EIELB WAHEJiEK. 

CalamoJiev^ concinens Swinb., P. Z. S., 1870, p. 432 (L*olviii) 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to A, agricolas in colour but, season for 
season, rather darker aud browner above and considerably darker 
and much more fulvous below. The wiug-formula is always 
sufficient to separate it from that bird. 

Like all subspecies ot agrieolus and concinens the plumage is 
much paler and whiter below in the AVniter than when breeding. 

The second primary is generally equal to the ninth, often to the 
tenth. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris olive-brown to hazel-brown ; upper 
mandible brownish black, lower mandible pale horny flesh-colour 
wuth dark tip ; legs and feet light brown or flesh 5 ’’-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about J30 mm.; wing 62 to 
57 mm. ; tail 64 to 58 mm. ; tarsus about 20 mm. ; culmen about 
11 to 12 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in the hills of North and Central China 
to the Himalayas as far West as (3-ilgit. In Winter to South 
China, Indo-Chinese countries, Burma and Eastern India. 

Nidification. The Chinese* Paddy-field Warbler breeds in 
Kashmir in some numbers, but hitherto very few’ nests have been 
taken, as it has be^n sought for in reed-beds and swampy places, 
vrhereas it actually breeds in rose-bushes on hill-sides far from 
water. The nest is the usual deep cup and the only eggs I have 
seen were like those of the Paddy-field Warbler. They w’ere laid 
in June. 

Habits. This is said to be a noisy, cheerful little bird, much like 
other small Heed-Warblers. Eickett, Sty an and La Touche all 
describe it as haunting reed-beds and marshy places in China as 
well as hill-sides covered with scrub and bush-jungle. Jn India 
during the Winter it is found in the former kind of country, but 
in the Summer forsakes them for hill-sides far from water. 

(802) Acrocephalus concinens haringtoni. 

Witheuby's PaDDY-EIBLI) Waublee. 

AaocepJutlus agi'icola Wither by, Bull. B. O. C , xli, p. 26 

(1920) (Khagan Valley). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. Differs from A. c. coneinens in being a trite darker. 
It is not anv smaller. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird. 

Measurements. Wing 54 to 58 mm. ; tail 54 to 58 mm, ; tarsus 
about 20 inni.; culmen about 10 to 12 mm., “from skull 6 14- 
14*5 mm., 5 12’5-14’5.” (Witherhy.) 

Distribution. Breeding in the North-West Frontier of India 
and in Winter wandering into the plains of the North-West. 

Nidification. AVhitehead and Harington both found this bird- 
breeding ill the Kurrain and Khagan Valleys on the N.W. 
Frontier between 8,000 and 10,000 feet. The nest is described 
as like very neat and well-finished miniatures of A, stmtoreus- 
placed either in low bushes or fixed to a few nettle-stems and 
weeds on hill-sides far from water. The eggs seem to number 
three only in the full clutch and are like lightly marked bright 
specimens of A, agricolm. Twelve eggs average 17-7 X 32*8 mm. 

The breeding-season appears to be July. 

Habits. In the Winter this lleed-Warbler haunts marshes, 
reedy banks of streams and similar places, but during the 
breeding-season takes to high hills well away from all water. 
AVhitehead says that it is an energetic little bird, not a skulker 
and that it has a loud song which it constantly utters. 


(80;5) Acrocephalus concinens stevensi. 

The Plains Paddt-eield Wabtilee. 

Acrocephalus coiicinens stevensi Stuart Baker, Bull. B. 0:0., xliii,. 
p. 16 (1922) (Ilessamara, N. Lakhimpur, Assam). 

Yeruacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A very much darker bird than either A, c, concineji&- 
or A. c. liaringtonL The brightest Winter plumage is as dark as- 
the darkest breeding-plumage of either of these races. Both 
stevensi and liaringtmi seem to have a rather broader first 
primary than true concwims. 

Colours of soft parts. “Iris olive-brown; bill, upper mandible 
horny-black, paler on edge of commissure, lower mandible horny,, 
darker at tip ; tarsus fleshy-brown.” (iT. Stevens.) 

Measurements. Wing 49 to 53 mm. ; tail 46 to 60 mm. ; tarsus 
about 20 mm.; culmen 11 to 12 mm.; “culmen from true baso- 
15 mm.” (^. Stevehis.) 

The second primary is equal to the ninth or tenth, and the' 
first primary measures about 11 mm. 

Distribution. This Keed- Warbler, which was discovered breeding 
by Mr. and Mrs. H. Stevens in Lakhimpur appears to be a 
resident Plains-breeding form of concinens. Godwin-Austen 
obtained three breeding-specimens in "May on the churs close to 
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Lakliimpul' in early May which agree exactly with Mr. Stevens's 
specimens. Many Pegu specimens appear referable to this race, 
and birds obtained by myself in Cachar and Sylhet were also the 
- same. 

Nidiflcation, It is probable that the Plains Paddy-field ■\V'ar])ler 
breeds wherever it is found from Assam to Lower Burma. 
Stevens describes the nest as a very neat, deep little cup of grass 
and shreds of reed-leaves, \ery well finished off and lined with 
still finer grasses, it is placed two or three feet from the gi-onnd 
in grass-covered jiLiins and sand-banks and is fastened to three or 
four steins of the growing grass. 

The full clutch of eggs numbers three, possibly four on rare 
* occasions. They differ in colour from the mountain-breeding races 
much as do the eggs of Mrs. Stevens’s plains-breeding lte(‘{l- 
Warbler from the Indian Great Beed-Warbler. In colour they 
are very brown-looking eggs with n light sienna ground boldly 
and heavily blotched with brown and pale olive-brown. Pifteen 
eggs average 16*1 X 12*0 inm.: maxima 17*2 X 12*0 and 15*9 x 
12-2 mm.; minima. 15*9x12*1 and 15*8x118 mm. Tlie birds 
breed in April and May. 

Habits. According to Mr. Stevens this is a bird of the dry grass- 
lands, though it frequents those which are close to rivers and 
“ swamps. 


(804) Acrocephalus orinus. 

The Laroe-billei) Ebed-Waeblee. 

Acrocephcdns ovinm Oberholser, Proc. CJ.S. Nat. Mus., viii, p. 895 
(1905) (Raiupiir). 

Aerocephalm macrorhynchus, Blaiif. & Oates, i, p. 360. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage, closed wings and tail olive-brown ; 
'lower plumage pale ochraceous, the flanks rather darker under 
wing coverts and axillaries pale ochraceous, lighter than the breast. 

Colours of soft parts. Not recorded. 

Measurements. Total length about 130 mm. ; wing 61*5 mm. ; 
tail 37 mm.; tarsus about 20 inm.; culmen 16*5 mm. 

The first primary measures about 10 mm. and the* second 
primary is between the ninth and tenth in length. 

Distribution. Sutlej Valley, where the only specimen known 
was obtained. 

NidifLcation and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

Oberbolser has shown that macrorhynchus is preoccupied and 
cannot he used for this bird and has therefore renamed it as 
above. • 
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Greiiiis LOCUSTELLA. 

LocmteUa Kaup, Naturl. Syat., p. llo (1829). 

Type, Lociistella lociistella Lath. 

Tlie genus LocmteUa is represented in India hv three species ot‘ 
somewhat similar appearance and size and of plain colours. They 
are found in reed-beds, swamps and wet cover of all sorts, ai/d 
occur in India only in the Winter. Their ISiimmer-qmirters are 
the Nortliern parts of Asia, none of them breeding within the 
limits of this wort. The Summer and Winter plumages only differ 
ill the latter being a little paler and brighter ; the young differ 
from the adults in being much more yellow and, perhaps, in being 
rather more heavily streaked. The sexes are alike. 

The birds of this genus have a slender bill, about, half as long as 
the head ; the rictal bristles are very wealc and hardly noticeable 
and the forehead is very smooth and free from ail hairs; iho 
plumage is soft but not fluffy in appearance; the first primary is 
very small and the second primary long, reaching almost to the 
tip of the wing; the tail is considerably grad inted, the feathers 
being slightly pointed; the under tail-co verts are very long. 

Ke>/ to Sipedes. 

A. Tail-feathers broadly tipped with white .... X. certhiola, p. »‘199. 

B. Tail-feathers without broad white tips. 

«. Lower plumage streaked X. lanceolata^ ]). 401. 

h. Lower plumage not streaked X. n<evia p. 401. 

(805) Locustella certhiola. 

PaLIiAS’S GbASSHOPPBE-WaBJSIiIIE. 

MotadUa ceHhtola Pall,, Zoogr. Kosso-Asiat., i, ]>. 509 (1811) (Lake 
Baikal). 

Locustella oertJMa. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 352. 

Vernacnlar names. Sun-batta-somi (Assamese). 

Description. Forehead and anterior crown olive-brown ; crown 
and ilape reddish brown; the latter often almost white, boldly 
streaked with black, back, scapulars and lesser wing-coverts 
reddish brown with broad central streaks of black, sometimes 
wanting on the hind neck in very old birds ; greater coverts and 
innermost secondaries black with narrow whitish fringes; quills 
grey-brown edged paler; lower back and rump reddish brown, 
almost, or quite, unmarked ; upper tail-coverts reddish brown with 
broad black centres ; tail reddish brown, suffused with black on 
the terminal half, with black shaft-stripes and cross-rayed, the 
outermost feathers almost entirely black except for broad white 
tips ; superoiliuin white or pale buffy-white ; lores brown with a 
white line below to the eye; ear-coverts brown with white shafts; 
sides of neck rufous-brown ; below white or buffy-white, the flanks 
and sometimes the breast suffused with reddish brown ; under 
tail coverts bright buff. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or hazel-bro\A n ; upper 
mandible dark horny-brown, lower mandible fleshy-yellow or 

ochraceous” {EueTitt)^ legs and feet white to pale fleshy. 

Measurements. Length about 130 mm.; wing 62 to 68 inm.; 
tail 58 to 63 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; culmen 11‘5 to 
12*5 mm. 

The Nestling is like the male above but more profusely marked 
with black on the rump and lower back; below it is a bright 
yellow-buff, the sides of the throat, neck and breast boldly streaked 
with black and the sides of the head and flanks brownish; the 
under tail-co\erts are pale rutoiis-brown : the supercilmm is 
bright yellow-buff. 

In tlie Autumn the nestling moults into a stage halfway 
between the adult and nestling plumage, retaining the buff lower 
plumage but losing most of the streaks. 

The Summer plumage is a little brighter above than in Winter 
and is a clearer white below. 

Distribution. Pallas’s Grasshopper-Warbler breeds in Eastern 
Siberia as far West as the Tenesei. In Winter it is found) 



Fig. 63 —Head of D. cet'tldola. 


throughout South China, Burma, Assam and Bengal, straggling- 
thence into Central and South-Central India as far as Orissa. 

Nidification. Breeds in damp grassy meadows, generally placing 
its nest low down in the grass growing on small hummocks. The- 
nest is deep cup-shaped and made of grasses lined wdth grass- 
stems. The eggs are said to number four to six in a full clutch, 
and are of two types — pale rose-pink dotted with reddish brown, 
over the whole surface or deep lilac or rose-pink with a few tiny 
specks of brownish black and minutely freckled all over with 
reddish., A few eggs also have one or two hair-lines at the larger 
end. Sixteen eggs average 18’8xl3-7 mm., -and in general 
appearance are very like deep-coloured eggs of some of our Indian 
Triburas. The birds lay in late June to July. 

Habits, yeebohm remarks that he ‘‘found it a very shy, 
skulking bird, frequenting the marshes and s\a ampy copses on the 
great meadows by the river side.” In the beginning of the- 
breeding-season the male sings constantly, every now and then 
rising into the air, fluttering stationary for a few seconds and then 
dropping down again into cover. 

Both this bird and the Streaked Grasshopper- Warbler were 
very common in Assam and E. Bengal in Winter, frequenting the- 
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ricefields as well as reeds and water-plants in swamps. At this 
tune of year they have, of course, no song but utter an occasional 
note sounding like cldv’-clixrrr. 

( 806 ) Locustella lanceolata. 

The Streaked Gtrasshopper-Warbler. 

Sylvia lanceolata Temm., Man. d’Orn., ed. 2, iv, p. 614 (1840) 
(Mainz, Irtum). 

Zocustella lanceolata, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 353. 

Vernacular names. Sun-hatta-sorai (Assam). 

Description. Whole upper plumage russet olive-brown with 
broad, black, central streaks to the feathers; tail brown with 
narrow edges and tips of paler brown ; under aspect of tail-quills 
whitisu ; wing-coverts like the back ; quill-feathers brown, edged 
with russet-brown on the outer webs and on both webs on the 
inner secondaries ; a very indefinite bu-ff supercilium ; lores 
dusky ; ear-coverts and sides of neck dull brownish, the former 
with pale shaft-streaks ; below white, tinged with ochraceous ; sides 
of breast and flanks vinaceous-brown ; the fore-neck, breast and 
flanks streaked with black ; under tail-coverts sometimes 
immaculate, at other times boldly streaked with black; under 
wing-coverts and axillaries pale vinaceous-ochre. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel or yellowish brown ; bill dark 
brown above, lower mandible fleshy-yellow at base, with a dark 
tip 5 legs fleshy-white, the claws pale horny. 

Measurements. Length about 125 mm. ; wing 52 to 57 mm,; 
tail 48 to 51 mm.; tarsus about 16 mm. ; culmen 10 to 11 mm. 

In very old birds the streaks on the lower surface tend to- 
disappear but are always present to some extent. 

Distribution. In Summer this Warbler is found from Eastern. 
Siberia to JSTorth-East Eussia and in Winter it wanders South 
through China, the Indo-Chinese countries, Burma and Eastern 
Bengal as far West as Etawah but is rare beyond Bengal and 
East Orissa. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the last species. The eggs,, 
which are said to number four to six, are described by J ourdain 
as “ thickly marked with reddish brown on a rosy ground, with 
grey shell-markings.” A clutch in my own collection is pale dull 
pink with numerous freckles of light red, forming a thicker cap at 
the larger end. Twelve eggs average 17*5 x 13-4 mm. : maxima 
18-0 X 13-8 ; minima 17*0 x 13*0 and 17*4 x 12*8 mm. 

They breed from early June to the middle of July. 

Habits. The same as those of Pallas’s Grasshopper-Warbler. 

Locustella nsevia. 

Locustella nsevia Bodd., Tabl. PI. Enl., p. 351, no 681 (1778). 

Type-locality : • Italy. 

VOIi. II. ^ ^ 
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(807) Locustella nsevia straminea. 

The Eastbbn Grasshohpeh-Warbler. 

Locustella straminjea Seebohm, Cat. B. M., v, p. 117 (187o) 
(Turkestan) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 354. 

Vemacxilar names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage and wing-coverts olive- 
hrown, each feather broadly centred dark brown; wing-quills 
brown, edged with olive-brown, sometimes slightly tinged with 
russet ; tail brown, tipped and edged with paler olive-brown and 
obsoletely cross-rayed ; lores and short narrow supercilium white ; 
ear-coverts brown, with an occasional black spot or two ; below 
pale huffy-brown ; the chin, throat, and centre of abdomen almost 
•white ; under tail-coverts broadly centred with black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris light brown ; upper mandible dark 
brown, lower mandible yellowish white or fleshy ; legs and feet 
fleshy-white to pale fleshy. 

Hleasuremeiits. Total length about 140 mm. ; wing 56 to 60 
mm. ; tail 49 to 53 mm. ; tarsus about 15*5 mm. ; culmen 11 mm. 

Young birds are bright yellow-ochre below and are more olive, 
less brown in tint above. 

The Eastern or Turkestan Grasshoppex'-Warbler differs from 
the Western form in being much darker and browner below, and 
in being decidedly smaller, the latter having a wing of 62 to 
-67 mm. 

Distribution. Erom the Urals East through Transcaspia, the 
'Caucasus, Turkestan, E. Persian mountains, to the Himalayas 
as far East as Sikkim. In Winter it is found practically all over 
Northern India, South to Coimbatore. It is rare in Eastern 
Bengal and has not yet been obtained in Assam. Ticehurst 
obtained it in Sind. 

Nidificatiou. Very little is known of the nesting of this bird, 
but it appears to be very similar to that of Z. n, Tuevia, breeding 
either in the weeds and reeds in or on the edge of water, or in 
thick grass, weeds and scrub on hill-sides. Two clutches, each of 
three eggs, taken on the lower Amur and at Kamka-su, Turkestan, 
have the ground-colour a pale pink, profusely covered with reddish- 
brown specks and small blotches, in one clutch these being almost 
confluent everywhere. They measure about 1 7’5 x 1 3*6 mm. One 
nest was taken on the 26th of May, the other on the 5th of June. 
This bird has been found at an elevation of 15,000 feet in 
Summer. 

Habits. Though nowhere so common in Winter in India as 
Pallas s and the Streaked Grasshopper- Warblers are in Assam and 
Biurma, where one constantly puts them up when Snipe-shooting, 
this Warbler visits Western and Northern India in great numbers, 
-arriving about September and leaving again in March and April. 
In habits it differs in no way from other birds of this genus. 
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Genus TRIBUKA. 

Trihura Hod^s., P. Z. S., 1845, p. 30. 

Type, T, luteoventris, 

Tlie genus TriJmra contains four species, all of which breed in 
the mountains, only visiting the plains of India and Burma in 
the cold weather. 

These Warblers are birds of plain plumage and the feathers are 
very soft and silky in their texture. The sexes are alike but the 
young differ from the adults in being much more yellow. The 
second or Spring moult is complete or nearly so. 

The four Indian species of Trihura. are not perfectly congeneric, 
one differing from the others in its extremely large bill- whilst a 
-second species is distinguished from the other three by the shape 
of the wing. These differences are, however, paralleled in the 
genus Acrocej^halus^ to which Trihura is very closely allied and do 
not seem to necessitate any further division of genera. 

In T. major the bill is nearly as long as the head, in the other 
species about half the length of the head ; in all four it is slender 
and straight. The rictal bristles are minute and invisible without 
a lens ; the forehead is smooth and free from all hairs etc- ; the 
wing is fairly long ; the tail much rounded and the feathers rather 
pointed ; the tarsus is rather long, though slight. * 


Key to Species. 

A. First primary much less than half the 

second. 

a. Bill at front 15 mm. or over 

b. Bill at front 13 mm. or under . ... 

B. First primary about half the length of 

the second 

•c. Throat ashy, spotted with black 

d. Throat unspotted white 


T. major, p. 403. 

T. taczanowskia, p. 404. 


T. thoracioa, p. 405. 

T, hiteov&ntris, p. 406. 


(808) Tribura major. 

The Laboe-biIiLBI) BtrsH-WAKBLER. 

Dumdicola major Brooks, J. A. S. B., xli, p. 77 (1872) (Kashmir). 

Trihura major. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 362. 

Vernacular names. Ghighchi (Turki). 

Description. Whole upper plumage and visible portions of 
wings and tail dull olive-brown ; concealed portions of wings and 
tail brown ; a white or cready-white supercilium, often indistinct ; 
lores and upper ear-coverts brownish; lower ear-coverts white, 
tipped with brown ; chin white ; throat and upper breast white 
spotted with dark brown ; breast and flanks ochraceous-brown, 
paling to white on the centre of the abdomen ; under tail-coverts 
'ochraceous tipped with white. 


2d2 
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The amount of spotting on the throat and of the brown oil 
the breast and flanks vanes very greatly and, in a few birds, 
practically the whole of the lower parts are pure white, merely 
tinged with brown on the flanks. In other specimens the throat 
is lightly spotted with brown and the flanks only are ochre-brown. 
The spotting probably decreases with age. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill dark horny-brown 
to black above, lower mandible fleshy or pale horny ; mouth and 
edges of gape yellow ; tarsus pale wax-yellow or fleshy-yellow ; 
toes darker and claws horny-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wdng 56 to 65 
mm., the female rather smaller than the male ; tail 59 to 63 mm. 
tarsus 21 to 22 mm. ; culmen 15 to 16 mm. ; "" ciilinen 17*5 to 
18‘5 from base of skull ” (HaHer£). 

Central Asian birds seem to average a little larger than those 
from Kashmir, but are otherwise inseparable. 

Distribution. In Snmmer breeds between 6,000 and 10,000 feet 
in Kashmir, Ladak and Eastern Turkestan, descending in ‘Winter 
to between 4,000 and 7,000 feet. Whitehead found it breeding 
in the Khagan Valley at 9,000 feet. 

Nidiflcation. This Bush-Warbler breeds from early June to 
the end of J aly at heights over 6,000 feet, generally over 8,000 
feet. It makes a deep cup-shaped nest of grass, lined with down, 
hair, fur or, rarely, with a few feathers, which it places either 
actually on the ground or low down in tufts of grass, a low bush 
or tangle of vines and creepers. The eggs number three or four 
and are typically rather broad blunt ovals, the ground-colour a 
pale pink, covered all over with dense f redding of pale lilac-red. 
In a few eggs the lilac tint is wanting and the eggs are darker 
and redder and, in still fewer, the markings are sparse enough to 
allow the ground-colour to show through. In many eggs the 
markings are more numerous at the larger end, where they form 
an indefinite ring or cap. Twenty-five eggs average 18'2 x 14*2 
mm.; maxima 19*1x14*3 and 18*2x15*0; minima 17*5x14*5* 
and 18*2 x 14 0 mm. 

Habits. The Large-billed Bush-Warbler is very common in parts- 
of Kashmir, keeping almost entirely to the fringe of forests and 
low scrub- jangle, long grass, bracken or similar cover. Davidson 
says that it is a very shy bird, unwilling to rise unless almost 
trodden on and, even then, only flying a few yards before again 
dropping into the grass. The call-note is a constant tic-tic-tic, 

(809) Tribura taczanowskia. 

The Chinese Bush-Waubeeu. 

Lociistellataczamwskia Swinhoe, P.Z.S., 1871, p. 355 (Trans-Baikal). 

T't'ibura tntermedia, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 363. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. Whole upper plumage and visible portions o£ closed 
’wings and tail russet-brown, the shafts of the tail-feathers white 
underneath and tail above obsoletely cross-rayed; lores and a short 
narrow supercilium white ; ear-coverts hair-brown, with white 
shafts ; lower plumage white, suffused with brownish buff on 
flanks and breast ; under tail-coverts brown edged with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel-brown ; upper mandible and 
tip of lower dark brown, remainder of bill white to horny- white ; 
legs whity flesh-colour, claws pale horn. ^ 

Measurements. Total length about 135 mm. ; wing 52 to 56 
mm. ; tail 53 to 58 mm. ; tarsus 17 to 18 mm. ; culmen about 
12 mm. 

The young bird is bright yellowish buff below and above is 
rather brighter than the adult. 

Distribution. In Summer this Bush-Warbler is found in Central 
Asia from Lake Baikal to the Ussuri and in Winter in South China, 
Burma and the intervening countries. A specimen ot Seebohm’s, 
labelled Bhutan Doars, seems to be of this species. 

Nidiflcation. Dybowski describes the nest and eggs as similar 
to those of the G-rasshopper-Warbler, and five eggs taken by him 
vary in size between 17*4x14*0 and 18*5x14*0 mm. 

Habits. In Winter this bird is very common in Lower Burma, 
where Oates found it frec^uenting paddy-fields, stubble and grass. 
He describes it as a great skulker, very loth to fly and seldom 
showing itself. He states that it appears to feed a great deal on 
the ground. 


( 810 ) Tribura thoracica tboracica. 

The Spotted Bush- Wabbles. 

Dumeticola thoracica Blyth, J. A. S. B., xiv, p. 584 (1846) (Nepal). 

THhura thm*actca, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 363. 

Vernacular names. NTone recorded. 

Description. Above, including closed wings and tail, rufous- 
brown ; lores dusky ; a supercilium from the nostrils to the nape 
white anteriorly, grey behind the eye ; a small blackish or dark 
brown line under the eye ; sides ot head and ear-coverts 
brown, the latter with pale shafts, chin and upper throat buffy- 
white to white ; fore-neck and upper breast ashy-brown w^h 
numerous bold spots of dark brown ; lower breast ashy ; flanks, 
vent and under tail-coverts dull rufous-brown, the last with white 
edges. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel ; legs pale fleshy ; according to 
Cockburn the bill is black in summer, brown in winter. 

Measurements. Wing 53 to 60 mm. ; tail 46 to 63 mm. ; tarsus 
18 to 19 mm. ; culmen 10 to 11 mm. 
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Tw Winter plumage the underparts are less ashy and more- 
ochraceoas-brown and apparently less spotted. 

The young bird is yellow below, suffused with brown on breast 
and flanks and with darker centres to the feathers of the breast 
and throat. 

Distribution. Breeding in Central Asia and in the Himalayas- 
from Kashmir to Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan and possibly in the 
mountains of North Assam. Winters lower down in the valleys 
aud very occasionally wanders into the plains. 

Nidification. The Spotted Bush- Warbler breeds almost 
throughout the Himalayas from Kashmir to Bhutan at elevations 
between 7,000 and 10,000 feet or higher. The breeding-season 
lasts from early June to the end of July and in Sikkim some- 
eggs are laid as early as the middle of May. The nest is a deep 
little cup of grass and scraps of reed-leaves, lined with coarse and 
fine grass-stems. It is not placed on the ground, though some- 
times close to it, but at two to four feet up in some low bush, 
matted weeds, grass or similar cover. 

The eggs, which number three to four, are pale pink in ground- 
colour speckled and flecked with reddish brown, lilac-btown or 
pinky-brown, generally less profusely than the eggs of other 
species of this genus. Forty eggs average 18*3 x 13*7 mm. i 
maxima 19'0xl4*5 and 18*8xl5'l mm. ; minima 17*0xl2*8 mm. 

Habits. This Bush-Warbler is probably not migratory in its 
habits, merely moving vertically under stress of heat and cold. 
At the same time a specimen has been obtained in 8ylhet, some 
hundreds of miles from its nearest known breeding-iilace. It is a 
lively, cheerful little bird, always on the move, but very quiet and 
secretive in its movements. Its rather loud tiliik-tcliih may 
often be heard in thick weeds, long grass or scrub-jungle, though 
the bird itself may remain invisible. It has been found as high 
as 14,000 feet, but does not appear to breed at these elevations. 


(811) Trihura Inteoventris. 

The Baoww Bubh-Waebleb. 

Tribura luteoventris Hodgs., P, Z. S., 1846, p. 50 (Nepal) ; Blanf. & 
Oates, i, p. 364. 

Tribura mandelliL Blanf. & Oates, i, p 365. 

VemacTilar names. Bao-tisha-tchih (Cachari). 

Description. Whole upper plumage, wings and tail rufous- 
brown, the last a little darker and faintly cross-rayed : a dusky 
spot on lores ; above this and running into a narrow supercilium 
pale buff ; feathers of eyelids bufp, forming a very distinct ring in 
some specimens ; ear-coverts, sides of head and neck rufous, the 
first with faint white shaft-stripes ; chin, throat, middle of lower- 
breast and abdomen white ; upper breast, flanks, vent and under 
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tail-coverts rufous, the last more or less edged with white. 
In some specimens the chin, throat and extreme upper breast are 
marked with small spots of black {T. mandelln) and the colours 
of the upper parts vary greatly in the depth of the rufous tinge, 
some specimens being almost olive-brown ; these characteristics 
appear to be individual. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellow-brown to bright hazel ; bill 
above dark horny-brown or blackish, lower mandible and 
commissure fleshy-yellow or light horny, more yellow at the 
mouth ; legs flesh-colour, fleshy-yellow to “ dark fleshy-brown 
{Ooclchurn)* 

Measurements. Wing 52 to 58 mm. ; tail 55 to 66 mm. ; 
tarsus 19 to 20 mm. ; culmen 10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and the hills of Assam 
both N. and S. of the Brahmaputra ; Chin Hills, Annam. 



Fig. 64. — Wing of T. luUoventnSm 


Nidiflcation. The Brown Bush-Warbler breeds in great 
numbers in the Kliasia Hills above 4,600 feet, making a deep 
cup-shaped nest of grasses with an odd leaf or two in the base, 
and sometimes a weed-stem or tendril in the body of the nest. 
The lining, which is very thick, is of grass and grass-stems. 
Roughly the nests measure externally about 5 inches deep by less 
than 3 broad, the inner cup being about 2^ inches deep by 2 inches 
or less in width. The number of eggs laid is nearly alwa.ys four, 
very rarely five, and rather more often three only. In shape they 
are broad, blunt ovals ; the ground-colour is white to pale pink 
or pale lilac and they are freely marked all over with freckles of 
various shades of reddish or pinkish brown. Most eggs are about 
the same in depth of colouring as the eggs of the Grasshopper- 
Warbler, others are as deep a brown-pink as the darkest eggs of 
Pallas’s Grasshopper-Warbler, whilst others, again, are as pale as- 
the palest eggs of the Spotted Bush- Warbler. 

Two hundred eggs average 18'2 X 14*3 mm. : maxima 19*9. X 
14*9 and 19*0 x 15*2 mm.; minima 16 9x14*5 and 18*0x13 *5 mm. 

The nest is generally placed in a low bush or tangle of weeds, 
creepers and raspberry or blackberry vines and another favourite 
site is a Daphne bush. It is never placed actually on the ground, 
but may be at any height from a few inches up to 3, or even 
4 feet. The breeding-season commences in the end of April and 
lasts until late July. 

Habits. This Bush-Warhler inhabits and breeds at lower 
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elevations than any of its relations. In Summer it is f^^uiid u]) 
to 9,000 or 10,000 feet but, far more often, between 5,000 and 
7,000 feet, whilst in Winter it descends to the foot-hills and even 
into the adjacent plains. It is one of the few birds which are 
found in great numbers in the pine-forests of the Elhasia Hills, 
haunting in preference those which have an undergrowth ot low 
Daphne bushes. It is not a particularly shy bird and does not 
resent being watched, though it is naturally a skulker and lover of 
thick cover, where it is difficult to see it. One notices a little 
russet bird flitting about inside the bushes from one twig to 
another, very restless and very energetic but very stealtliy and 
quiet in all its ways. Every now and then a soft single “ eliUs 
is uttered and this is all one hears, except in the breeding-season 
when it utters a complete little song from the top of a piece of 
grass or Daphne hush, much like that of the common lieed- 
Warbler, but much softer and lower. Like the rest of the genus 
and those closely allied to it, it lives entirely on the smallest 
insects and is very fond of ants and the smaller spiders. 1 once 
watched it in the Government House Garden in Shillong feeding 
on a blight which infested the rose-trees and so deeply engaged 
was it on its feast that it allowed me to watch it for some 
minutes from a distance of a few feet. 


Genus ELAPHEORNIS. 

JSlaphrcrnis Legge, B. of Ceylon, p. 614 (1879). 

Type, Elajohrornis jpalliseri Blyth. 

This genus is very difficult to place but on the whole its 
affinities seem to be more Sylviine than anything else. In general 
appearance it is very like the Shortwings but the plumage of the 
young is like that of the adult, though paler, a character which 
suffices to eliminate it at once from the Thrashes. The bill is 
straight and slender as in Trihura and, like that bird, it has the 
rictal bristles very minute and the forehead very fully feathered. 
The tarsi are long and fairly strong, as in Trihura^ but the wing 
is quite different. The first primary is equal to three-fourths of 
the second, and the fifth and sixth are subequal and longest. 
The tail is greatly graduated, the outermost feathers being equal 
to about half the longest. 


(812) Elaphromis palliseri. 

Pailisee’s Aet-Waeblee. 


:^-atikypleryx palliseri Blyth, J. A. S, B., xx, p. 178 (1851) (Ceylon). 
JElaphromts palliseri. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 191. J J 

Vernacular names. 'None recorded. 

Description. A grey supercilium from the bill to the anterior 
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■ear-coverts dull grey ; a ring round the eye rather paler grey ; 
lores and a patch under the eye deep brown, paling to grey on the 
posterior ear-coverts, which have white shafts ; reinaiuder of: 
upper plumage and exposed parts of wings and tail rufous olive- 
brown, most rufous on the tail and upper tail-coverts ; chin 
fulvous-white ; throat rusty-fulvous ; lower plumage slaty-olive, 
the centre ot the abdomen paler and more yellow, and the posterior 
flanks, vent and under tail-coverts rufous-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red-brown to bright red ; bill horny- 
black, the lower mandible paler and more slaty at the base ; legs 
and feet deep neutral brown or purplish brown, claws paler. 

The female has the iris biifl:. 

Measurements. Total length about 120 mm. ; wing 60 to 
64 mm. ; tail 55 to 66 mm. ; tarsus about 27 mm. ; bill 
about 14 mm. 

Young are like the adult, but want the rufous throat and chin, 
these parts being whitish with slaty-olive tips to the feathers. 
The underparts generally are more yellow as in the young of 
Trihura, 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Nidification. Palliser’s Ant- Warbler breeds in Ceylon during 
February, March and April, at elevations of about 5,000 feet 
upwards. Bligh took its nest with young in 1870 and nearly 
forty years later eggs were sent me as of this species but without 
a parent bird. Finally in 1911 Oapt. T. P. Aid worth took a nest 
with two eggs. The nests are made of moss, twigs and grass- 
stalks, lined with skeleton leaves and fibre. In shape they are 
very deep cups and they are placed low down in dense low bushes, 
generally in glades in deep forest and close to water. 

The eggs are either two or three (Legge) in number, and are 
very like dull finely freckled eggs of some Bulbuls, but the 
texture is coarser and is glossless. The ground-colour is a pale 
dull cream and they are freckled all over with dull pinkish brown 
generally coalescing' to form a ring or cap at the larger end, where 
there are one or two hair-streaks of dark brown. They measure 
about 22*0x16*1 mm. 

Habits. This curious little bird frequents dense forests, and 
especially such as have undergrowth of “ nilloo-scrub or “ ele- 
phant-grass,” and is of such shy retiring habits that it is most 
difficult to find or observe. It has a sharp single little note which 
it utters constantly, as it hunts through the lower bushes and 
grass, every now and then descending to the ground in its search 
tor insects. Holdsworth says that when on the ground it has a 
habit of flicking its tail like a Bobin. Legge syllabifies its note as 
quiize* It is not found below 4,000 feet and is most common on 
the Horton Plains above 5,000 feet, where it is resident all the 
year round. 



410 


SYLVIID-ffi. 


Genus ORTHOTOMUS. 

OHhotomus Horsfield, Trans. L. S., xiii, p. 165 (1820;. 

Type, 0, sepium Lafres. 

The genus Oriftotmviis has heen divided into two genera, OHho- 
tomus and ^utoria, the former containing those species which never 
attain a long tail in Summer, and the latter those which do. The 
acquisition of Jong tail-feathers is, however, a feature of little 
importance and is bridged over by mcvculicollis whicli seldom* 
acquires a long tail and then only to a degree of length much less 
than in sutorius. jNorth- Western birds have the longest tails and 
Eastern birds the shortest. In this genus the bill is as long as tlie 
head, broad and rather flat ; there are a few rietal bristles but no 
supplementary hairs and the forehead is very smooth and flat. 
There are long soft hairs springing from the nape ; the wing is 
very short and rounded, the first primary large and the fourtJi and 
fifth longest and subequal; the tail of twelve feathers is much 
graduated ; the tarsi are strong and long. 

Keij to Species, 

A. Upper plumage suffused with green. 

tinder wmg-coverts, axillaxies and under 
tail-coverts yellowish white . . O. sutorius ^ p. 410. 

b. Under wing-coverts, iixillaries» and under 

tail-coverts bright yellow O. atriffulanSf p. 414* 

B. Upper plumage ashy-grey. 

c. Tail chestnut . , O, ruficeps^ p. 415. 

ch Tail brown , U. sepmm^ p. 416. 


Orthotomus sutorius. 


Key to Subspecies, 

A. Upper plumage grass-green, anterior 

crown chestnut 

B. Upper plumage darlier, less yellow-green. 
Cl, Oheefcs and ear-coverts rufescent- 

white. 

a\ Crown dark chestnut, nape olive- 

green 

V, G'-^'^'rally still darker, nape very 

d-.rk 

b. Cheeks and ear-coverts marbled brown 
and white 


O. 8. sutorius, p. 410. 


0, 8,patia, p. 412. 

O. 8, lonyicaudus, p. 412. 
0. s, maculicollis, p. 413* 


(813) Orthotomus sutorius sutorius. 

Thb Indian Tailor-Bibd. ■ 

Motacilla stdoria Forst., Ind. ZooL, i, p. 7 (1769) (Ceylon). 
Orthotomus sutorius. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 866. 

Vernacular names. lAMa-jitta (Tel.) ; Tavik (Cing.). 
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Description. Lores and a faint superciliuin white; forehead and' 
crown rufous changing to ashy on the nape ; ear-coverts very pale 
rufescent-white ; back, scapulars, rump, upper tail-coverts and 
central tail-featbep yellow'! sh green ; lateral tail-feathers greenish 
brown, tipped whitish and sub-lipped darker browm, sometimes a 
second darker bar also showing, though more faintly; wings light 
brown, the feathers edged with greenish ; cheeks and lower 
plumage almost white, tinged with fulvous-yellow ; under wing- 
coverto and axillaries pale fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris tan, yellowish red or buff ; eyelids- 
reddish grev ; upper mandible dark horny, the tip quite dark, 
lower mandible pale fleshy; legs and feet straw-colour to pale 
fleshy-red. 

Measurements. AVing 48 to 54 mm. ; tail 28 to 112 mm. 
(Summer) ; tarsus 21 to 22 mm. ; culmen 13 to 15 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon, South, Central and JST.-West India. To 
the East it extends as far as Behar and Chota Nagpore, but the 
birds of Alluvial Bengal belong to tlie next race. 

In my ‘ Catalogue of the Birds of the Indian Empire,’ I unfor- 
tunately gave the type-locality of sutorius as Calcutta. As nearly 
all Forster’s birds were named from Ceylon, Calcutta cannot be^ 
allowed to stand and Ceylon must be substituted therefore. 

Nidification. This Tailor-Bird breeds throughout the plains and 
hills ofc India up to at least 5,000 feet everywhere and, occasionally, 
considerably higher than this in the North-West Himalayas. The 
breeding-months are principally May, June and July but in many 
parts they breed both earlier and later. The nest is sewn into 
one or more leaves of a weed, bush or tree. If in one leaf the 
outer edges are drawui together with vegetable-down or grass seed- 
down and inside the cavity so formed the true little cup-nest is 
made ; first of strong grass-stems or fibre which is stiff enough to 
retain its shape and then a lining of softer material. The nest 
may be placed within a few inches of the ground or as much as 
30 or even 40 feet above it but, most often, it is within four or five 
feet. It builds in gardens and verandahs of houses and in the 
vicinity of villages and towns and also in cultivated open country 
but never, I believe, in forest. The eggs number three to five, 
very rarely six, and vary very greatly in colour. The ground may 
be white, pale pink, a fairly warm cream, skim-milk blue or pale 
blue or blue-greeii ; the markings vary to the same extent and may 
consist of blotches, spots, specks or freckles of red, reddish brown, 
brown, black or purplish black. In most cases they are sparse 
everywhere, but have a tendency to be more numerous at the 
larger end where they may form an ill-defined cap or zone. They 
are never as freckly or as numerous as they are in the eggs of the 
genua FranJclinia, One hundred eggs average 16*4x11*6 mm.: 
maxima 17*6 X 12*0 and 16*1 x 12*2 mm. ; minima 15*1 x 10*7 and 
15-2 X 10*6 mm. 

Habits. Few birds are so well known as the confiding little 
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Tailor-Bird, whose shrill cry is to be heard in every garden. His 
active little figure is constantly on view as he creeps, climbs or 
flits from one branch to another in his never-ending search for 
insects, in pursuit of which he will, without hesitation, enter 
rooms and verandahs where people are sitting and talking. His 
flight alone is enough to attract attention, for, when he really 
launches out for a flight of more than a few feet, he flicks his long 
tail so energetically and so far over his back that he always looks 
as if he would knock his own brains out and hnrl himself to the 
ground. The male bird when sitting is a comical sight, for his 
beak and his tail almost meet together over his back ; in spite, 
however, of liis physical disabilities he is a good husband and takes 
his fair share of the duties of incubation. 

(814) Orthotomns sutorius patia. 

The Btomese Tailoe-Biud. 

OHhotomus pcstia Hodgs., P. Z.S., 1845, p. 29 (Nepal.). 

(h'tJwtonms sutorius. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. (part.). 

Vernacular names. Tuntuni (Beng.) ; Patia (Nep.) ; Tee-tee 
Sorai (Assam.) 5 JVbni Dao-tee-tee (Oachari). 

Description. A very much darker bird than the preceding race, 
the upper parts being olive-green ; the forehead and crown a much 
deeper rufous and the nape also darker ; the underparts are tinged 
with buff. 

Colours of soft parts as in 0. s. sutorius. 

Measurements. Wing 43 to 50 mm. ; tail 35 to G6 mm. 
(Summer) ; tarsus 20 to 21 mm. ; culraen 12 to 14 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, Assam, Eastern Bengal and the 
whole of Burma to Tenasserim. 

Nidiflcation. In every respect like that of the last bird. I have 
taken its nest up to 6JOOO feet in both the Khasia and H. Oachar 
Hills and it is a very common breeder up to 6,000 ft. The eggs 
of the various races of Oi'ihotonius sutorius are absolutely indis- 
tinguishable from one another. Two hundred eggs average 
15-9xll'3 mm.: maxima 17-6 X 12*4 mm.; minima 13-3xll‘0 
and 14'3 x lO'O mm. 

Habits. Those of the species. This bird ascends to at least 
6,000 feet in the Assam Hills and to 5,000 feet in the Burmese 
Hills and is also found throughout the foot-hills and in the 
greater portion of the Plains. 

(815) Orthotomus sutorius longicaudus. 

The Chinese Tailob-Bim. 

Motaoilla longieauda Gmelin, S. N., i, p. 964 (1788) (China). 

Orthotmnus sutoHm. Blanf. & Oates, 3, p. 366 (part.). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 



OItTHOTOMUS. 


413 


Description. The darkest of all forms of Onhoiomus sutorius^ 
with the underside strongly suffused with buff and the anterior 
crown deep rufous with a very dark nape. 

Colours of soft parts as in 0. s. sutorkis. 

Measurements. Wing 44 to 50 mm. ; tail 35 to 60 mm. ; 
tarsus 20 to 21 mm. ; culmen 13 to 14 mm. ’ 

Distribution. Tunnan and China (Pokhien, Foochow). Speci- 
mens obtained by Harington in the Northern Shan States appear 
to be of this species. I cannot separate La Touche’s meos;pectatxis 
(Yunnan) from the Fokhien birds, though they differ from 
Swinhoe’s ^’^TiillarraplLCEus from Amoy in being darker and duller. 

NidifLcation. Not distinguishable from that of any other race of 
Tailor-Bird. 

Habits. Those of the species. 


(810) Orthotomus sutorius maculicoUis, 

The Siam Tailor-Biud. 

Orthotomus maculicoUis INIoore, P. Z. S., 1854, p. 309 (Malacca). 

Vernacular names. Noh-a-chi^ (Siam). 

Description. Differs from all the preceding races of mtorius in 
having the ear-coverts and sides of the neck white mottled or 
streaked with blackish ; the throat and upper breast invariably 
marked with black, owing to the black bases to the feathers 
showing through ; the underparts are otherwise silky-white, very 
slightly suffused with buff. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races of sutorius. 

Measurements. Wing 43 to 48 mm. ; tail 35 to 56 mm, ; tarsus 
21 mm. ; culmen 13 iniii. 

Distribution. South Siam, Malay States ; there is one specimen 
in the British Museum from Cambodia and several Tenasserim 
specimens are referable to this race, though the great majority are 
patia. 

Nidification. Messrs. Williamson and Herbert collected fine 
series of nests and eggs of this Tailor-Bird in the vicinity of 
Bangkok. Mr. E. Gr. Herbert gives the nesting-season as from 
early May to August and says that it breeds in the gardens, 
making nests quite similar to those of the Common Tailor-Bird, 
sewing them into one, two, or more leaves and placing them some- 
times within a few feet of the ground but, on the other hand, 
often in wild almonds and prickly palms as high up as 20 feet. 
The average of fifty eggs is 15*5 x 11*4 mm. : maxima 16*7 x 12*2' 
mm. ; minima 13*6 X 10*7 and 14*0 x 10*6 mm. In appearance 
they cannot be distinguished from those of 0, s. sutorius but one 
clutch taken by Mr. E. Gt. Herbert is practically pure blue. 

Habits. Those of the species. 



414 


STrTIIBJE. 


Orthotomus atrigularis. 

Key to S'iihspecies. 

A. Daiker, moL*e olive-green akove ... . . O. a, atjy/jdariSy p. 414. 

B. BTigrhter, more yellow-green above O. a, nitidus, p. 416. 

(817) Orthotomus atrigularis atrigularis. 

Tiie Bi/AOe-necked TahiOE-Biud. 

Oithotomm atrigularis Texnm.i PL Ool., livr. 101 (1836) (Malacca) j 
Blanf . & Oates, i, p. 368. 

Vernacular names. NoJc-a-cMp Ishor dum (Siam). 

Description. Lores, forehead to nape chestnut ; upper plumage 
and exposed parts of wings and tail olive-green, more or less tinged 
with yellow ; tail tipped faintly paler and sub-tipped with a dark 
band ; ear-coverts, cheeks and chin white, the dark bases of the 
feathers showing through ; throat and fore-neck black ; breast and 
flanks ashy, the latter tinged with green posteriorly; thighs 



Fig. 65. — BiU of O. a. atrigularis, 

•rufous; under wing-coverts, axillaries and under tail-coverts 
bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris tan-brown, tan-yellow to orange ; 
upper mandible light horny-brown, lower mandible pale fleshy- 
brown ; legs pale flesh-colour. 

measurements. Wing 42 to 48 mm. ; tail 31 to 36 mm. ; tarsus 
about 19 to 20 mm. ; culmen 14 to 15 mm. 

Female differs from the male in having the lower parts whiter 
and in having no black patch on the throat and fore-neck. 

Toung like the female. 

Distribution. Malay Peninsula, Borneo, South of Siam and the 
extreme South of tTenasserim. 

MTidification. Mr. Herbert found this Tailor-Bird breeding in 
the dense undergrowth in fruit-gardens round about Bangkok. 
The nests and eggs he describes as indistinguishable from those 
of O, s. mamlicollis^ though the latter average rather brighter in 
their coloration. The breeding-season is June and July. The 
twenty-one eggs I have seen average 16-6 x 11*6 mm.: maxima 
-16*8 X 12*1 and 16*0 x 12*3 mm.; minima 14*6 x ll’O and 
15*2 X 10*9 mm. 
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Habits. Mr. Herbert writes in the Journal o£ the Siam 2fat. 
Hist. Soc., “its haunts are confined to fruit-gardens where it prefers 
i;he quiet and shade of the thick undergrowth to parading itself in 
the compounds like the Malay Tailor-Bird. This natural shyness 
keeps it very much out of evidence. Its note is a sweet-sounding 
trill, hri^ri-i^ and contrasts with the shrill too-ivit of its noisy 
cousin. When once this note has been recognized, it may be 
regularly heard in the fruit-gardens.^^ 


(818) Orthotomus atrigularis nitidus. 

The Burmese BiiACK-neoicb3) Taiiob-Bieu. 

Orthotomm nitidus Hume, Str. Feath.,ii, p. 507 (1874) (Tenaaserim). 

Orthotomus atngularis Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 368 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Noh-a-chip Jehor dum (Siam). Jungla Tee- 
tee Sorai (Assam) ; Hagra Dao-tee-fee (Cachari). 

Description. Similar to the preceding bird, but a much 
brighter, more yellow-green aboi^e and whiter, less ashy below. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last bird. 

Distribution. Sihkim to Eastern Asssm, Hills of Central Burma 
to Tenasserim, North Siam. 

Hidification. Tl»is Tailor-Bird breeds from the foot-hills up to 
at least 6,000 feet, but more commonly below 4,000 feet than 
above it. It is common in the ELhasia Hills in dense wet forest 
-during the breeding-season near villages and cultivated land, hut 
builds its nest on the fringe of the forest and never in gardens like 
the common Tailor-Bird. Most of the nests I found myself were 
either in the bushes and bracken on the outskirts of thick jungle 
or ill open glades just inside. The nest and eggs cannot be 
distinguished from those of 0, hutoi'ius, though it apparently does 
not build on trees or bushes at any height from the ground. One 
hundred eggs average 15-4 x 11*4 mm.: maxima 16*2x11*2 and 
16*0x12*5 mm. ; minima 14*6x11*6 and 15*6x10*8 mm. 

The breeding-months are April, May, June aud July. 

Habits. This Tailor-Bird takes the place of 0. in forests 

and jungles and is much more wild and shy than that bird. Like 
the Malay race its shrill note is heard much more often than 
the bird itself is seen, as it keeps closely to undergrowth and 
thick cover. 


(819) Orthotomus ruficeps. 

The Bed-hbaded Taiiob-Bied. 

Mela rujUeps Less., Trail5 d*Om., p. 309 (1830) (Singapore). 
OHlwtonvus rvjiceps. Blanf & Oates, i, p. 368. 

Vernacular names. Noh-a’CM/p (Siam). 



416 


SXLVIIDiE. 


Description. Upper part of head from lores to nape chestnut ; 
back, scapulars, rump and exposed parts of wing dark ashy- 
brown ; edge of inner webs of primaries and secondaries pinlcish 
rufous; upper tail-coverts rufous-ashy; tail chestnut, the bases 
blackish ; lower half of head white ; remainder of lower plumage 
white tinged with buff, deepest on the under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown to salmon or yellow-tan ; 
bill above horny-brown, below fleshy or yellowish horny ; legs and 
feet fleshy- white to fleshy-brown. 

lileasurements. Wing 47 to 54 mm. ; tail 36 to 43 mm. ; tarsus 
about 21 mm. ; culmen 16 to 17 mm. 

Female. Differs from the male in having the black on the tail 
extended over nearly the whole length next the shaft, with a 
broad bar at the sub-tip. 

Toung are much more grey below. 

Distribution. Peninsular Burma and Siam, through the Malay 
Peninsula to Borneo, Palawan and Sumatra. Othohmius edela of 
Temra., generallv given as a synonym ofc this species, is a totally 
different bird, being merely a local race of 0. siitorius. Lesson's ' 
type-locality for 0. ri^ej)s. New Holland, is also of course wrong, 
and I now designate the type-locality as Singapore. 

Nidification. A series of the nests and eggs of this Tailor-Bird, 
taken by Mr. W. A. T. Kellow during the months February to- 
May, in the vicinity of Taiping in the Fed. Malay States, are not 
distinguishable from those of the Common Tailor-Birds but the 
nests seem to be more stoutly built, with more material in the 
nest itself and with a denser lining of vegetable down. They 
were all placed low down in weeds and bushes in scrub-jungle on 
the outskirts of forest. The eggs go through the tame range of 
variations as the Common Tailor-Birds’ do but they seem to 
average brighter with holder markings. Thirty eggs average 
15*4:<11*4 mm,: maxima 16 3x11*5 and 16-2 x 13*0 mm,: 
minima 16*0 x 11*2 and 15*1 x 11 0 mm. 

Habits. Nothing recorded. This Tailor-Bird seems to be a 
frequenter of the outskirts of forests and low ser-ub-jungle, and 
not of villages and gardens like the Common Tailor-Birds. 


Oithotomus sepium. 

Lafres., Mag, de Zool., 1836, pi. li. 

Type-locality: Java. 

(820) Orthotomns sepium cineraceus. 

The Ashy Tailoe-Bied. 

Orthotomns dneraceus Blyth, J. A. S. B., xiv, p. 589 (1845) (Malacca). 
Vernacular names. NoTc-a-cM^ (Siam). 



IiL’SCIMOL\, 


417 


Description. Poreliead, anterior crown, lores, sides of head, 
c-hin, sides of throat and supercilmiii brip;ht cinnamon -rufous ; 
posterior crown and upper plumage ashy-grey ; tail brown, tipped 
pale fulvous-white and sub-tipped dark browii ; wing-quills brown 
edged with rulescent; below asliy-grey, deepest on throat and 
upper breast, albescent on the centre’ of the belly ; under tail- 
eoverts pale buff. 

This race differs from typical 0. s. sepinm in having the 
abdomen whitish instead of tinged with greenish and in having no 
green on the upper parts. '£vo\n horn eonensls of Sahadori it is 
distinguished by its rather lighter plumage and less deep rufous 
on. the head. 

Colours of soft parts. Tris Kaples-yellow ; bill light horny-brown 
above, ])alo yellowish below; feet and legs tan-brown, or“palo 
warm brown” (^Kueritt), 

Measurements. Total length about 100 mm. ; wing 46 to 52 mm. ; 
tail 34 to 46 mm. ; tarsus about 19 mm.; culmen 14 to 16 mm. 

Female. Much paler below and with the rufous head-markings 
Aeiy pale and weak. 

Young. Like the female but more olive above and dull yellowish 
wdnte below. 

Distribution. South Tenasserim and Siam to Singapore and 
Sumatra. There is also one specimen from Cochin China in the- 
Jlritish IVfuseum collection. 

Nidification and Habits. I can find nothing recorded. 

Genus LUSCINIOLA. 

LmcinioUt Cray, List Gen. B, p. 28 (1841). 

Type, L, melanoiiogon Teinm. 

The genus lAtsciniola contains only one species of Indian bird 
which is frequently included ni other genera by modern ornitho- 
logists. It, however, differs from T'i^hura in having fairly strong 
rictal bristles and from Arwadinaoc in having no supplementary 
hairs in front of the rictal bristles. From other genera it differs 
still more widely in >arious respects. 

Lusciniola has a slender bill about two-thirds the length of tlie 
head ; there are two rictal bristles but no supplementary hairs in 
front, of them, the forehead being smooth and sharply defined ; 
the wing is fairly long, the first primary less than half the length 
of the second which reaches almost to the end of the wing; the 
tail is well graduated and the tarsus long. 

This genus has a complete Spring moult without, however, any 
change in plumage. 

Lusciniola melanopogon. 

Sylma melanopogon Temm., PI. Col., pi. 245, fig. 2 (1823). 

Type-locality : Home. 

vox.. 31. 2 b 
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{S:il) Lusciniola melanopogon mimica. 

The Eastern MousTiiLCiiEo Sedge- Ware lek. 

Limdnvola mimica Madai^z, Terlaiif. ub. eiii iieii Itoles (^190**)) 
(Transcaspia). 

Tjusciniola melanopogon, Blauf. & Oates, i, p. *‘^09. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Eorohead, crown and nape black edged with rufous- 
brown; hind neck, back and scapulars rufous-brown, streaked 
■with dark brown; rump and upper tail-coverts plain rufous- 
brown ; wings and tail brown, edged with rufous-brown ; lores 
and a streak through the eye dark brown ; a bold while superoilium 
from the nostrils to the nape; ear-coverts mixed rufous and 
white ; lower parts white suffused with buff from breast to under 
tail-coverts and more strongly so on flanks. 

L. m. mimim is a much darker bird both above and below- and 
is much more boldly marked on the back and scapulars than 
L, m. melnnopoffon. 



Fig. 60 — Head ol L, melampogun mihuea. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill deep greenish brown 
above, below lighter and fleshy at the base ; legs, feet and claws 
greenish brown 

Measurements. Total length about 146 to 152 mm. ; wing 01 to 
66 mm.; tail 47 to 52 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; ciilmen about 
11 to 12 mm. 

Distribution. In India this bird lias beeu found in Sind, 
Kashmir, the Punjab and N.W. Provinces, the majority of the 
specimens in the British Museum coming from Etawah and Sind. 
Outside India it is found from the delta of the Volga, Kirghis 
Steppes, Transcaspia, West Turkestan, Persia. 

Nidiflcation. It has been obtained breeding in Issuk Kul. The 
nest is like that of the Moustached Sedge-Warbler, a cup of 
grasses and roots lined with fine grasses placed low down iu reeds 
in swampy ground. The only dutches of eggs I have seen were 
<juite indistinguishable from those of the Western birds; in 
ground-colour they are pale greenish grey, stippled all over, with 
a darker shade of the same forming a ring at the larger end ; there 
are also a few black hair-lines. The eggs in my collection vary 
from 16-1 X 12*9 to 19*0 x 13-5 mm. 

The full number of eggs appears to be four and the breeding- 
months April and May, ® 
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'Habits. A shy skulking little bird creeping actively but 
unobtrusively in and out ot reeds, tamarisk and other bushes 
■standing in water or other swampy ground. In Sind during 
heavy floods, when most o£ its normal cover is flooded out, 
Ticehurst says that it is much more conspicuous and by no means 
wild. He describes its note ss a curious scolding chuckle. 


Genus CISTICOLA. 

Cisticolu Kaup, Skizz. Nat. Syst. Eur, Thierw., p. 119 (18:29). 

Type, Cisticola cisticola (Temm.) juncidia). 

The genus Cisticola contains two Indian species of Warbler 
'Avhich have two moults yearly, in ©ne species the alteration in the 
plumage being very great, in the second negligible. The tail is 
generally decidedly longer m Winter than in Summer, but the 
degree of difference varies greatly and in some races there is 
.none. 

The first primary is very small and the bill is slender and 
pointed; there are two short rictal bristles, no supplementary 
bails and the forehead is smooth. 


Key to JSjpecies. 


Ji. Tips to all tail-feathers indistinct, dull rufous- 

white 

13. Tips to the lateral tail-feathers broad and pure 
white 


C. exilts, p. 419. 
C. jimcidis^ p. 


Cisticola. exilis. 

Malurus exilis Vig. & Horsf., Trans. L. S., xv, p. 223 (1827, ex 
Lath., MS.). 

Type-locality : New Holland. 


Key to Subspecies. 


A. Crown plain, not streaked like the 
back. 

а. Head deep rufous 

б. Head golden-yellow 

c. Head very pale yellowish white . 
13. Crown streaked like the back. 

d. U pper parts strong! y s uff used with 

rufous. 

a'. Hufous more prominent than 

black on crown 

b’. Black more prominent than 

rufous on crown 

•e. Upper parts ashy with hardly any 
rufous tinge 


[p. 420. 

C. e. erythrocephala, <3* > sest., 

C. e. tytleri, aest., p. 420. 

C. e. equicaudataf S , seat., 

[p. 422. 


[ 6 hyem., p. 420. 
C. e. erytlirocephala, $ , p. 420. 

C. e. tytlerif J i 6 hyem., p. 420. 

Ip. 422. 

C. e. efjiiicaudata, 2 j <S nyem., 
2^2 
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(S22) Cisticola exilis erythrocephala. 

T3IE liED-TtE A 1) Ml) F VVTAl L- \V K U L 10 U. 

Cidicohi enjthroveiMa Blvtli, J. \ S H, \v, p. iyJli (ISol). 
(Nilgiris) ; Blant'. & Oate^i, p. iH71. 

Vernacular names. Yedrit-jiUa (Tel.). 

Description. — Male in Summer. Forelientl and crown cluvstimt 
shading into dull rufous on the nape and liiiid neck; back and 
scapulars rufous boldly streaked with Idack ; w ijig-feathers bhicld&h 
edged with rufous.-f ulvous ; rump and upper tad-coverts ruFous- 
browii; tail black with whitish tips and very narrow rufescent 
edges, soon wearing off; underparts bright light ferruginous, 
paler on centre of throat and abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. 1 ns tan or light brown ; bill above horny- 
brown, below pale yellowish brown; legs and feet fleshy-wdiite to 
fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 45 io 51 mm.; tail mm. in Summer, 
44 to 4G mm. in Winter; tarsus about IS mm.; culmeii 10 
to 11 mm. 

Female and Male in Winter. Head rufous, broadly streaked 
with black ; tail with broad olive-brown edges ; below rather less 
rufous. 

Young are like tlie female but paler and less boldly marked and 
with the undei'parts yellow, the flanks dusky. 

Distribution. The Ilills of Mysore and Travancore, Korth to 
Sangur m the Central Provinces. It is also common oii the 
B rah magi ris in Ooorg and I have had it reported from the 
Western Grhats in Kanara but have not seen any skins from 
thence. 

Nidiffcation. Nothing recorded. 

Habits. The Red -headed Pantail-Warbler is onlv found where 
there are wide stretches of grass-land and is not found in forest 
or scrub unless it is in patches of the latter standing in grass. 
Mr, Howard Campbell found it common in small colonies m the 
Pdlni Hills but has recorded nothing about its habits. 

(823) Cisticola exilis tytleri. 

The Yellow-headed PAiyTAiL-WAiiBLEa. 

Cktieola Jerdon, B. of I., ii, p. 176 (1873) (Dacca); Blanf. k 
Oates, 1 , p. 872. 

Vernacular names, (Cacbari) ; Lcil 

Description. Differs from C7. c, erythrocephala in Summer in 
having tlie crowm a much paler yellow and at all seasons in ha\ing 
the nuchal rufous collar much more pronounced and the upper 
parts darker, the black centres being broader and bolder and the- 
rufous edges less wide. 
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Colours of soft parts as in the last bird. 

Measurements. Wing 44 to 47 inin.; tail 25 to 26 inni. in 
Summer, 46 to 48 mm. iii AVinter; tarsus 18 mm.; culmeii about 
10 mm. 

Distribution. Bhutan Dooars to E. Assam, Bengal, Manipur, 
Lushai, Chin and Kaeliin Hills, Yunnan. 

Nidification. The Yellow -headed Eantail - Warbler breeds 
throughout the Assam Hills wherever there are suitable grass- 
■covered bills between 2,000 and 3,500 feet, rarely in the Khasia 
Hills a little higher than this. The nests are of two sorts : one a 
little egg-shaped nest of fine grasses very lightly and casually 
interwoven but otherwise just like the usual nest of the Common 
J^'antail-Warbler. The other kind, which numbers at least four 
out of five, is about the most fragile nest made ; a mere fiimsy 
little half-cup of fine grasses and cotton-clown sewn against 
the I'ace of a leaf of some weed or lowly plant standing in grass- 
land. It is never sewn inside the leaf like that of Orihoionms and 
Franklinia^ but the threads are passed through the unfolded leaf 
and knotted at the back, retaining the nest in its place against the 
leaf. The breeding-months are April and May when the male 
birds have bright, golden heads hut many eggs are laid again in 
pj une to August when the bleaclied heads of the males look as it they 
belonged to a different species. The eggs number four or five, 
very rarely six and are very beautiful. The ground-colour is a 
bright pale blue and the markings consist of reddish-brown, black 
■or pui'ide blotches and spots with a few similarly sliaped secondary 
marks of grey. A few eggs are very pale blue and closely resemble 
boldly marked eggs of Cisiicola c. cursitans. One hundred eggs 
average 14’8xll’4 mm.: maxima 16*0 X 12*0 mm.; minima 
13*1 X 11*0 and 15*5 x 10*9 mm. 

Habits. This AYarbler is found w^herever there are suitable 
plateaus of 'grass-land from the foot-hills of a thousand feet or so 
up to at least 5,000 feet, but it is most common between 2,000 
and 3,500 feet. It seems to collect in colonies both in the 
breeding and non-breeding seasons, although it is never found in 
fiocks. Ten or twenty pairs may occupy a hillside not more than 
half a mile square and then one may wander miles over what 
appears to be exactly similar country before one meets another 
colony. When disturbed the bird jerks itself straight into the 
air* and then flies strong and well for fifty to a hundred yards 
before hurling itself headlong into the grass again. It has a call- 
note sounding like cliir~r-r~r~r^ and then, after a distinct interval, 
a beautiful bell-like tinkle which seems to come from quite a 
diflEereiit direction. Its food consists entirely of ants and minute 
insects which it hunts for in among the grass-stems. 

In Winter it is found in the plains of Assam and in Bengal and 
may possibly breed in these places. 
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(B24) Cisticola exilis equicaudata. 

T 1 IE S I V M G O LD KX- 1 E K A l>K I) F\ N'T A 11 W" A IMS I. VAi . 

Ctaficola en/t,hrocep7inla eqUH'tnidaf a Stii.'irt Bull !>0. 

\Uv, p. 3S) (1$)24) (Sjiiiikok, ftiani). 

Ch'itioola volitans, Blaiif. &, ()ale^, i, ]>. .S7o. 

Vernacularnames. Nol save hovey 

Description. Differs from both tlio preceding races in being 
iiiiu*h more grey and less rufous above; the black is less 
pronomiml and the grey edges to the feathers \\ uh'r than the 
riiPoiis edgeh in those races. Tu the breeding-season the head is a 
golden -rufous quickly bleaching to golden-yellow. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. AVing 42 to 4(5 mm.; tail 24 to 30 mm. in 
Bummer. J u Winter this race never has the tail exceeding 34 mm, 
and generally much less, wheareas Philippine birds never have it 
less than 45 iniu. and running up to 48 nun. Tarsus about 
18 mm. ; culmen about 10 mm. 

Distribution. Biam, South Burma. 

The true volitans^ from Tormosa, has a much paler head, almost 
white. 

13‘idiff cation. Mr, B. Gr. Herbert found this bird breeding rouiid 
about Bamkok and Bangkolc in Siam but it seems to vary its 
haunts from year to year, some y'ears being much more pleiililul 
than in others. All the nests he found there were of the egg- 
shaped type. The eggs are laid daring June and possibly July 
and are like those of the last race. Thirty eggs average 14*9 x 
11-2 mm. : maxima 16-2 X 12-1 mm. ; minima 13*2 X 1 1*0 mm. and 
144) X 10 '8 inni. 

Habits. The Biain Golden-headed Bantail- Warbler is n bird of 
the grass-plains and grass-covered open places, such as race-courses 
etc. Ill its habits it does not otherwise differ from C. e. iytleri 
and like that bird is found in eoloiiies. 


Cisticola juncidis. 

Sylvia j)U7iadis Rafinesque, Carratteii ale. nuovi gen. e luiovi sp. 
Animali della Sicilia, p. 6, sp. 10 G 810). 

Type-locality: Sicily. 


Key to Suhspeaei>, 

A. Smaller and paler c. j. cursitum, p. 4:i2. 

B. Larger and darker C..;. omalwa!il 434. 


(825) Cisticola juncidis cursitans. 

TjIE StEBAKED PATifTAIL-WAEBLKE. 


Jhinia cursitans Frank!., P. Z. S , 1831, p. 118 (Calcutta, Benwesi. 
Cisticola cursitans, Blaiif. & Oates, i, p. 374. 


Vernacularnames. Noh-a-cUp-hang-pen (Siam); Necupir-hsot 
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(Burmese). Ghaslca-i^hiiiJd or Gliasha-pitpltti (Him.); KJierf/iisa 
(Him., Bhagulpore); Tuntunia (Monghye); Yech-u-jitta (Tel.). 

Description. Head, back, scapulars, upper tail-co verts and lesser 
wiiig-coverts black, with broad rufous-fuhous edges, remiiiiiing 
wing-feathers dark brown with fulvous edges ; rump plain rufous ; 
tail blackish brown, edged with rufous, tipped broadly with wdiite 
and sub- tipped deep black, the lateral feathers with a broad 
rufous parch ; ear-coverts pale brow^n ; lores and faint superciliuni 
bufPy-white 5 whole lower plumage white suffused with buff, more 
rufous on tlie flanks. 

The head during Summer is often so abraded as to look almost 
wliolly dark brown, whilst in Winter there aie no rufous patches 
to the tail. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris tan-yellow ; bill dark on culmen and 
tip, horny-fleshy elsewhere, mouth black in the breeding-season, 
plumbeous-grey in Winter; legs and feet yellowish-fleshy. 

IMEeasurements. Wing 46 to 53 min. ; tail in Summer 31 to 
35 mm., in Winter 36 to 39 mm. ; tarsus 20 mm. ; culmen 10 mm.. 

Young like the adult hut the underparts very yellow 



Fjg. 67 — Bill of C,j. cnrsUaub. 

Distribution. Practically the wliole of India, Assam, Burma,. 
Siam and Yunnan. 

Nidification. The Streaked Pantail- Warbler breeds both in the 
])lains and in the hills up to about 6,000 feet or a little over. In 
the plains of India, Burma and Siam it breeds most often on the 
borders of rice- cultivation in grass growing on the dividing banks 
or in adjoining fields. In the hills it breeds in the great stretches 
of rolling grass-land which cover so large a portion of their 
biirface. The nests vary a good deal ; most are little egg-shaped 
affairs with the entrance close to or actually at the top ; other 
nests are long deep purses, the upper entrance-end being the 
narrower. Less common than either of these are small cup-shaped 
nests with a canopy of living grass woven above them. The nests 
are almost invariably built in tufts of grass and, often, the grass- 
blades are incorporated, as they grow, into the nest itself together 
with other strips of grass. In each type of nest cobw-ebs are largely 
used to strengthen the structure and the lining is of soft vegetable- 
down or feathery grass-ends, formally the eggs number three to 
five, exceptionaUy six or seven. In ground-colour 9 out of 10 eggs 
are pure white, in a few tinged writh blue and, in few^er still, a 
definite pale blue, never so deep as in the eggs of the G, eodlisr 
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group. The markings consist of specks and spots of reddish brow n, 
generally most niunerous at the larger end, wdiere tiiey may form 
a ring or cup. Siamese birds ba\e eggs more boldly and richly 
marked than those ot Indian birds. Four hundred eggs average 
15'0xll'Omm.: maxima 16*8x100 mm, and l<)-0xi2*3 inm.- 
miniina 13*8 X 11*2 and J;l*0 x 10*2 mm. 

The principal breeding-monllis are after thellains bn'ak in June 
until September, but m Assam, where the rams are inort^ constant, 
they breed liom April to Jiih, though an odd nest or two may be 
found with eggs u-ny month of the jear. 

Habits. A'^ery like those of 0. e. tf/lJerl but the voice is quite 
different, a sharp vibrant note, generally uttered as the bird rises 
into the air and a low' sibilant call used when a pair or family of 
birds are separated. It does not breed in colonies but often many 
pairs may be found breeding close to one another. Tt has a habit 
of soaring up into the air some twenty or thiity ieet in the 
breeding- season, uttering its sharp cry as it leaves the shelter of 
the grass. Its flight is not as direct or strong as that of 
<7. c. erythroee^Jiala^ though otherwise \erv like it. 

(S26) Cisticola juncidis omalura. 

Tun CBynCjS" STIlEA.Klill> FAXT.UL-A\^AnnnEll. 

Cisticola omaliim Blyth, J. A. S. B., xk, p. 176 (ISol) (Ceylon). 

Vernacular names. Yetlru-Jitta (Tel.). 

Description. Himilar to the jireceding race but rather larger 
iind daiker, the rump espechilly being a \ery dull rutous. 

Colours of soft parts as in O. j, cursitans. 

Measurements. 'Wing 49 to 56 mm. ; tail 34 to 36 mm., Summer 
and Winter alike. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Hidiffcation. Similar to that of O. j. mmifaiis. Most birds 
appear to breed in July, August and September, though nests witli 
eggs or young nmy be seen in almost any month of the year. A 
series ot eggs taken by Messrs. E. Waite and AV. W. A. Philli|).s 
in Ceylon are quite similar to those of Q. J. cursitans^ but aie 
peihaps more boldly marked than those laid in India. Fifty eggs 
jiverage 15-2 x ll*8'mm. : maxima 16 8 X 11*9 and 16*2 x 12*6 inin. ; 
minima 13*7 X 11*4 and 14*2x11*0 mm. 

Habits much the same as those of the preceding bird 


Genus FRANKLINIA. 

I'runUiiua .7erd., B. of I., ii, p. 186 (IHOZ) 

Type, F, luchanani (Blyth). 

The genus Franhlinia contains four species of birds found 
'within our limits. They are divided from tlie genus Prinia by 
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tlieir tails which contain 12 feathers instead of 10 as m that 
genus. From Cishcola it is separable by its loiigei' blunter bill. 

Like ClstiioJa it has two moults in the year and the tail is 
longer in Winter tliaii in tSummer but the sexes are always alike. 

The bill is slender and almost equal to tvo-thirds the length of 
the head; there are two strong rictal bristles, no supplementary 
hairs and the feathers of the forehead are close and smooth. The 
wing is rounded and very feeble, the first, primary exceeds half the 
lengrh ot the second and the fifth is slightly the longest. The 
tarsus is long and fairly strong. 

Ket) to Sjyec%es. 

A. Forelie.'ul and crown of same colour. 

a. Pale spot', at tip of tail-featliera dull 

and shorter tliaii wide. 
a'. Grown and upper plumage same 

colour 

h' . (h’owii darker than back 

b. Pale bi)ot.^ at tip of tail-feathers pure 

white aud longer than wide 

B. Forehead rufous, fore crowu bluish-ashy . 


K fjutcilifij p. 

1^' rufescenSj p. 426. 

Jb' buchanani, p. 429. 

A’, cmereocapillay p. 428- 


(S27) FrauMinia gracilis. 

Fba-nexiIn’s 'WEisir-'W'AiiraJSK. 

Prinia (/I'ticilia Fr*nik., P. Z S., 1861, p. 119 (Yindhyani Hills). 
Fmnldinia i/raciliH, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 676. 

Vernacular names. Duo initi^ Dao tislia-intti (Cachan). 
Description. Whole upper plumage dull ashy-grey, tinged with 
brown on rump and tail ; wing-feathers edged with dull pale 



Fig. 68 . — BiH of F. gracUts, 

rufous ; tail-feathers tipped with white and sub-tipped with a 
dark brov^n patch, more conspicuous from below ; lower plumage 
white with a broad pectoral grey band; flanks, where concealed 
by the wings, grey ; under wing-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Ins yellowish brown, hazel to blood-red ; 
edges of the eyelids orange ; bill black, paler at the base, 
especially on the lower mandible ; legs and feet light horny- brown 
to orange-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 40 to 50 mm. ; tail 37 to 50 inm. ; tarsus 
tibout 20 mm. ; culmen about 10 to 11 mm. 

Winter. Whole upper surface rufous-brown, more rufous on 
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rump and tail ; a white line over the lores sometimes extoiiding 
over the eye ; lower plumage dull fulvous-white, often greyish on 
breast and deeper fulvous on abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Edges of eyelids pluinbeous ; bill dark 
horny-brown, deshy at tlie mouth and base of lower mandible; 
legs and feet yellowish brown, 
measurements. Tail 40 to 55 mm. 

Young birds are like the adult in Winter, but rather ]>aler and 
have the uiulerparls \ellowish white. 

Distribution. all India, excluding yind and (K^herfc 

liaiputana; Assam, Burma to Tenasserini, Siam and A imam. 

Nidification. Eranklin^s Wren-Warbler bi’eeds from the level 
of the plains up to about 6,000 feet bat generally below 4,000 feet, 
it m likes a neiat very like that of the Common Tailor- Bird but 
very raiely sews it into more than one leaf or places it higher 
tluiii two or three feet above the ground. As a rule, also, it can 
be distinguished by the coarser texture of the materials used in 
its construction. The eggs number three or four and vary in the 
most extraordinary degree ; they may be pure white, pure bright 
blue or almost any shade of pinky-\\ bite, pale grey-green or 
srreenish blue speckled all over, or blotched or spotted in a ring or 
cap at the larger end. The spots themselves are nearly always 
rather light reddish brown, sometimes bright reddish. Four 
hundred eggs average 14‘7xll'l mm., but if measured separately 
the unspotted eggs average 15*4x11 '4 and the spotted ones 
14*6 X 10*6 mm. ilie spotless eggs are also much more glossy 
than the marked ones. The extremes of measurements are : 
maxima 16*6x11*3 and 15*6x12*0 mm.; minima 13*8x110’ 
and 14-1 x 10 2 mm. 

Odd nests may be found throughout the vear, but the principal 
iTiveding-nionths in the bills are April to June and in the Plains 
June to August after the break of the Bains. 

Habits. Tliis little Wren-Waibler may be seen in almost any 
kind of country other than deep or evergreen forest- It is found 
in gardens and compounds where there are ample bushes as cover ; 
in cultivated country, if \iell wooded; in grass-land or on the 
outskirts of forests and in thin bush-jungle. It is a lery poor 
flier, proceeding by curious little jerky flights, the tail flicking over 
its head and looking as if it would upset it at any moment. On 
its feet it is quite active both in hushes and in grass, hunting for 
insects either on these or actually on the ground and ver}’’ seldom 
venturing into the higher growths. 


Franklinia rofesoens. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Pnder surface pale rufescent-white .... F.r, riifescens, p. 427. 

B. Under surface fulvous-rufous F. i\ amteni, x). 427. 
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( Franklinia rufescens rufescens. 

li I] A VAJJ ’S AV JIEN- W \ Jt IJ M* il . 

Pi uiirt ntfescm lilylli, J. A. S. B., x\ i, p. -Joj; (J8J7 ) ( Ai rakaii). 

I'muhlinui i ufeacenii. JUaiif. «Jc (Uteis. i, ]). f‘)77 (pan ). 

Vernacular names. DaoUslia yctjcw (C’ucliriri). 

Description. — Summer. A hue from the nostrils o\er t lie eye 
white; hues brown; forehead, crown find nape ashy-brown; 
leinaiiider oi* upper plumage rulous- brown, brighter and more 
rufous on tail and wing feathers ; lail-ieathers tipped with pale 
rufescent or white and sub-lipped with a blackish patch; lower 
]»luinage white faint h* washed with iulvous, more pronounced on 
the vent, tianks and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts as in F. gracilis^ but the bill is paler. 

Measurements Wing 42 to 45 mm. ; tail 34 to 38 in !Suinin« r 
and in AVi liter 42 to 52mni.; tarsus about 20 min.; culnu-ii 
about 11 mm. 

Winter. The forehead and crown are practically unicolorous 
with the back and the underparts are generally more .suffused w itL 
rufous. The rufous ot the upper plumage is also brighter in 
AVinter than in Summer. 

Young birds are like the adults in AViiiter plumnge with yellow 
underparts. 

Distribution. South India to the foot of the 11 imalayas ; Burma 
South to Tenasserim, Yunnan (1), Siam and Annam. 

Nidification. This does not differ in any way from that of 
Franklinia gracilis and the eggs vary to the same extent in 
coloration, though, as a whole, they are rather more boldly 
blotched. The few eggs I have seen measure about 15•^4x 
1 1'6 mm. 

Habits. The '^aine as those of Franlchaia grucilh. 


(S20) Franklinia mfescens austeni. 

The Assam WnBN-AVAnunEu. 

Franklinia mfescens assnimnsis Stuart Baker, Bull B. 0. 0., xliv, 
p. 39 (1924) (Chota Naga Hills) 

Fi'anklinia mfescens. Blanf. & Oates, i, p 377 (])art.). 

Vernacular names. Baotislm gajao (Cachari). 

Description. Similar to F. r. nfescens but darker, especially 
below. 

Colours of soft parts. As in F. r. imfescens. 

Measurements. AVing 43 to 47 mm. ; tail 30 to 47 in Summer 
and 48 to 67 in Winter; tarsus 20 mm.; culraen about 11mm. 
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Distribution. Xiimaon to Easterji Assam, North and South ot* 
the Brahmaputra, Manipur. 

Nidification. Breeds both in the lower HdJs and in tliose up to 
•6,000 feet, though it appears to be rare above 5,000 feet. 'Fhe 
nests and eggs are quite similar to those of F, (fraeilis but the 
latter are more boldly blotched and are decidedly larger, althougli 
there is no difference in the size of the two birds. Eggs with 
white ground are less eoiiiinon than those with blue. Two 
hundred eggs average 16*1 x 11*8: maxima 17-4 xl2T and 
166xl2'3mm. ; minima 14‘2xl0*6 and 14*0x10*5 mni. The 
principal breeding- months are April, May and June, bat I have 
taken eggs from March to September. 

Habits. This appears to be a purely hill-form found from 
1000 feet upwards and is never found in the Plains. In all its 
ways it is exactly like F. (imcilis. 


(830) Franklinia cinereocapilla. 

I-IoDGsox’s AVue^t-VVabbleu. 

Prinia cinereocapUla Ilodgs., Mooi*e, P. Z. 8., 1854, p. 77 (Nepal). 

FianhUma dnereocnpUlti. Blant. & Oates, i, ]i. 370. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Porehead and a narrow line over the eve rufous ; 
lores blackish ; crown, nape and sides of neck ash3"-grey, faintly 
cross-barred with blackish ; upper plumage and exposed parts of 
wing bright dark rufous ; tail rufous-brown, edged with rufous, 
tipped paler and sub-tipped u ith a dark brown patch ; cheeks and 
whole lower plumage fulvous, darker on the vent, posterior flanks 
ahd under tail-coveiijs. 

The only two Summer birds in the British Museum are rather 
pale, but otherwise show no difference in their plumage to the 
Winter specimens. 

Colours of soft parts. None recorded, 

Heasurements. AVing43to 45 mm. ; tail 53 to G7 mm. ; tarsus 
about 20 mm. ; ciilmen 10 to 11 mm. Summer specimens will 
probably prove to have shorter tails. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim and the Bhutan Duars. 

Nidification. A nest sent me ns that of this bird resembled 
that of F. r. austeni^ and was built in a single leaf of a weed 
growing in secondary growtli. It contained two eggs, plain blue, 
measuring 16*0 x ll-(5 and 10*1 x 1 1*7 mm. 

Habits. Very little known, but Mr. Stevens found it not 
uncommon in the Darjiling Terai. In epistoh he tells me that its 
habits are just the same as those of F, gracilis and F. riifesceiu. 
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(831) Pranklinia buchanani. 

Tus Eujfous-feonted Weex-Wajieleii. 

Fnma Imchantmi Blytb, J. A.S. B.. xiii,p. 376 (1844) (Bengal). 

Fntiiklniin htchtmani. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 378. 

Vernacular names. CMho (8iiid). 

Description. Wliole upper plumage and exposed parts oF \\ings 
pale riit'esceiit grey-brown, the forehead and crown !nnre rufous ; 
tail brown, faintly cross -barred darker, all but the central, or two 
central, pairs witli broad white tips and blaclvish siib-tii)s grading 
into the brown of tlie bases, the outer pairs also edged white; 
lores and faint siipercilium whitish ; ear-coverts and sides of the 
head pale grey ; under plumage greyish white tinged with fulvous 
on the vent, posterior flanks and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris tan-brown to orange ; upper mandible- 
pale horny-brown, lower mandible fleshj’'; legs and feet pale 
flesby-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 50 to 54 mm. ; tail 47 to 54 mm. in 
Summer, 58 to 60 in AVinter ; tarsus about 20 min. ; culmeu about 
11 mm. 

Distribution. Sind, Eajputnna, Southern Punjab, N.W. Pro- 
vinces, Central India and the Central Provinces, Western Bengal 
and Behar as far east as Eanchi and Hazaribagh. There are 
tliree specimens in the British Museum labelled Madras and 
Jerdon states that this bird is found throughout the Oaruatic 
and Table-land of Southern India. Since his time, however, it 
has nei er again been found in these parts of India. 

Hidiiication. In Southern Bajputana, the Deccan and Central 
India this Wren-Warbler breeds in April, May and June, and 
ofteji 11 second time later in the year. Over the rest of its habitat 
it breeds in the height of the raius in July, August and September. 
The nest is globular or egg-shaped, more rarely a deep puise or 
cup-shaped ; it is made of grasses and fine roots and is lined with 
scraps of a salmon-coloured fungus either alone or mixed with 
grass. It is nearly alwajs a vei-y untidy, roughly made structure 
and is almost invariably placed in a thick, low, thorny bush, one 
to four feet fiom the ground. The eggs number four or five and 
are a faint greenish or greyish white, finely speckled iiith 
dingy reddish brown. The inai kings are usually numerous e\er\'- 
M here, sometimes more so at the larger end where they may forin a 
ring or cap. One hundred eggs average 15*9 x 12*0 mni. : maxima 
17*5 X 1^*0 and 16-2 x 12*5 min. ; minima 14“2 x 11*9 and 15-1 x 
11 * 0 . 

Hahits. The Bufous-fronted Wren- Warbler is essentially" a 
bird of the drier regions ; haunting bush and grass-clad plains 
and plateaus, thin deciduous ioiest and actual deserts so long as 
these afford a scanty cover of bushes or grass. They are said to 
be found in small flocks in Winter, probably family parties only,. 
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.-and to be energetic noisy little birds, the male constantly uttering 
its shrill chirrup. It has a pleasant little song during the 
•breeding-season. 


G-enus LA.TICILLA. 

Lat [cilia Blj’tli, J. A. S. B., xiv, p. 696 n845). 

Type, L, haniesi (Blyth). 

The genus Laticilla contains two Indian species characterized 
by their very long’tails. They have a Spring moult, during whicli 
the tail and wing feathers are moulted and a shorter tail is 
acquired. The plumage is strongly streaked. 

The bill is about halt' the length of the h^^ad; there are three 
rictal bristles and, like all the other genera ofc* Eeed-Warblers. 
there are no supplementary hairs and the frontal feathers are 
ehort and smooth. The wing is very short and rounded, the first 
primary large and the next three graduated. The tail is very 
long, especially in Winter and is strongly graduated. 

Key to Sjiecies, 


A. Under tail-coverts dark ferruginous L. huimesi, p. 430. 

B. Under tail-coverts greyish white like the 

abdomen * X. cinemscefie, p. 431. 


(832) Laticilla btirnesi. 

Tub Lono-tailbd Gbass-'Waebi.eb. 

Eanjcerciis httrnesi Blyth, J. A. S. B., xiii, p. 374 (1844) (Upper 
Sind). 

Laiicilla btirnesi, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 380. 

Vernacular names. Hedela (Sind). 

Description. Lores, a ring round the eye and fine snpercilium 
-pale grey; forehead, crown, nape and neck rufesceiit-grey 



Fig. G9. — Head of L, bi6?’f7cst. 

changing to rufous-browii on the back and scapulars, each feather 
with a broad black mesial streak ; lower back, rump and upper 
tail-coverts grey-brown, the first with faint dark centres; tail 
rufescent olive-brown, faintly cross-rayed darker; the lateral 
feathers with pale rufescent tips ; sides of the head and cheeks 
white, streaked with blackish ; wing-coverts olive grey-brown 
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with darker centres; quills brown with pale edges; lower 
plumage w'hite, changing to fulvous on the abdomen and Hanks 
and the latter streaked with blackish; under tail-coverts deep 
Til tons. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris tan-brown or browui; bill pale 
lioriiy, Heshj'on the lower mandible ; legs and feet pale brow'u. 

Measurements. AVing 53 to 57 nun.; tail 85 to 108 min.; 
tarsus "20 to iilinm. : ciilnien 10 to 11 mm. 

Young. All pale grey-brown above with oiil}’^ faint central 
streaks : below* imle fulvous with no streaks on flbiiks ; under tiiil- 
coverts pale rufous. 

Distribution. Sind, Itajputana, Punjab, United Proxiiices and 
extreme AYestern Bengal, where it has been obtained in 
Mongliyr. 

Nidification. The Long-tailed Grass-AV'arbler lias been found 
breeding in Sind from March to September (Z)oi^) and in Pebriuirv, 
April and May (T. J5. BdT), Major J. Lindsey-Sinith obtained 
nests near Multan in May and Greneral B. M. Bethiim toolc eggs 
both at Perozepore and Lahore in September. The nests are 
described as substantial well-made cups of grass and tainarisk- 
tw’igs, lined with the same or with down and a feather or two, 
placed well inside thick tufts of grass a lew inches from the grountl. 
The sites selected are in grass-land or in low' scrub and giuSvS 
mixed. The full complement of eggs seems to be three or four, 
but the birds desert on the slightest provocation and it is, therefore, 
difficult to obtain full clutches. The ground-colour is w hibe or 
pale greenish white, and they are thickly speckled and spotted 
with dark reddish brown, profuse everywhere but even more so 
at Ihe larger end. In shape they are blunt ovals and tw-enty 
eggs average 17*9 x 14*2 nun. : maxima 19*1 x 14*6 ; minima 16*2 
X 13*8 and 17*1 X 13*3 mm. 

Habits. This A^^arbler is only found in the vicinity of tlie 
larger rivers and their tributaries running through rather bare 
country, or even in deserts or sandy w'astes with a little scrub and 
“sarpat grass ” in patches here and there. It is a skulking little 
bird hut during the breeding-season it has a joyous song much 
like that of a Hedge-Sparrow which gives away its hiding-places 
as well as the site of its nest. 

(833) Laticilla cmerascens, 

Dav’s Lo3rG-T ailed Grass-AYaublek. 

Eurycercm cinemscens A\’'ald., A. M. N. II., (4) xiv, p. 156 (1874) 
(^Dhiibri). 

Laticilla oinerascens, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 381. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. AVhole upper plumage ashy olive-grey, streaked 
with dark brown ; visible portions of tlie wings the same but 
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uiistreaked ; tail grev-browii, the centres darker ; lores, a narro\Y 
ring round the eye, cheeks, chin and tliroat grev-white ; remainder 
of lower plumage pale grey, darker on the flanks and vent. 

Colours of soft parts. ‘‘ Iris sienna-brown ; bill horny black, 
above dark, below bluisli horny ; tarsus brownish horny, plumbeous 
or slaty brown ” {Stevens), 

Measurements. Wing 51 to 52 mm. ; tail (imperf.) 68 to* 
79 mm. ; tarsus 21 min ; eulmeu 10 and 11 mm. 

Distribution. Assam. 

Uidification. Mr. IT.* Stevens took nests of this "Warbler in 
the iN’ortli LaUhimpur District ot* Assam. Deep cups very well 
and strongly made of grass, lined with flowering ends of the same 
and placed low down in thick scrubby bushes growing in among 
the dense grab's and ekra which covers the overflow land on either 
side of the Subansiri liiver. The nests contained four and three 
eggs respective! V, very like those of the preceding bird, but with 
a more decided green tinge. They average about 1 7*0 x 14*0 mm. 
and liardly vary at all in size. 

Hahits. This bird is not shy but lives in such impenetrable 
grass and reed cover in swamps and on the sides of rivers that 
little is known about it. I found it in Q-ov^ batty on tlie North 
side of the river, not uncommon in Tezpnr and Dhnbri and again 
in the Cachar nnd Sylliet Plains where the hill-streams debouclied 
into the swamps. 


Genus GRAMINICOLA. 

Grmiinimla .Teidon, B.of I., ii, p. 177 (1863). 

Type, G. haufidemh Jerdon. 

The genus Graminicola contains but one species which is- 
found in suitable localities from the Nepal Teiai in India to 
Hainan. It has a partial moult in the Spring confined to the 
tail and, possibl,v, to the wing-quills. The tail is longer in Winter 
than in Summer. The upper plumage is streaked and the tail is- 
long, very broad and greatly graduated. 

The hill of the genua is tolerablv stout and is about hnlf 
the length of the head ; there are four large rictal bristles, but no 
supplementary hairs ; the feathers of tlie forehead are firm and 
clojae. The wing is similar in form to that of the genus Laticilla,. 

Graminicola bengalensis. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Black streaks above veiy broad, making 

the upper parts appear blackish G.b. be^igalensis, p. 433. 

B. Black streaks above very narrow, the 

rufous edge.s doiuinaling tile colour Q.h, striata, p. 434. 
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(834) Grraminicola bengaleusis bengalensis. 

The Large Gtbass-Warbebr. 

Grammicola hen^almsis Jerd., B. of L, ii, p. 177 (1563) (Ganges) • 
Blaiif. & Gates, i, p. 381. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Head, back to upper tail-coverts black edged 
with bright rufous, the margins narrowest on the head, but taking 
up iiearlv the whole feather on the rump ; feathers of the sides of 
the neck and on the hind neck with narrow white edges ; tail 
black, edged with olive-rufous, each lateral pair of tail-feathers 
witli increasingly broad white tips aud all the feathers very faintly 
cross-rayed ; lores, slight supercilium and round the eye pale grey ; 
cheeks and ear-coverts dull rufous ; lower plumage fulvous-white ; 
more ochraceous-fulvous on sides of breast and flanks; under 
tail-coverts ochraceous with dark shaft-streaks. 



Fig. 70. — Head of (r. 5. hengaletms. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris reddish brown ; bill horny-brown^ 
paler at the base and fleshy on lower mandible ; legs and feet 
fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 155 to 175 mm. ; wing 58 to 
63 mm.; tail 73 to 90 mm. ; tarsus 24 mm. ; culmeu 13 to 15 mm. 

Young birds are more rufous above, the black centres being 
narrower ; below they are more ochraceous. 

Distribution. Nepal Terai, Bhutan Duars, Assam both North 
and South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur. 

Nidifl-cation. Although I found this bird very common in 
Cachar and Sylhet, I never obtained its nests myself. One of my 
collectors, however, fi.nally succeeded and sent me nests and eggs 
with the parent-birds, said to have been shot off the nests. These 
latter were like very large, bulky nests of Heed- Warblers, made of 
grass, ekra bark and rushes and lined with finer grass ; they were 
placed low down among ekra or elephaut-grass in the endless 
swamps which run througli Cachar and Sylhet during the rainy 
season. The nests were taken in July and August. The eggs are 
pale cream or almost white speckled and spotted with light or dark 
reddish brown, generally fairly numerous over the whole egg, 
occasionally more so at the larger end where they form a ring or 
cap. They measure about 17’2x 14*3 mm. 

VOL. II. 2 F 
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HaMts. Yery common in many parts o£ Assam, where there 
are swamps completely covered wrth reed-beds, grass or ekra, 
during the rains. The birds I saw were all in these reed-beds, 
creeping in and out of the stones quietly hunting for insects and 
very silent. My collector, however, told me that in the rains 
when they bred they were very noisy, soaring into the air and 
singing a very harsh loud little song from the top of the reeds. 


(835) Graminicola bengalensis striata. 

The Siam Laege G-rass-Waeblee. 

Graminiccla striata Styan, Bull. B. 0 C , i, p. 6 (1892) (Hainan). 

VeriiaCTilar names. Koh-hang-ndk (Siam). 

Descriplion. Differs from G, h. bengalensis in having the black 
streaks above much less wide, so that the general impression given 
is of a much more rufous bird. The white markings on the hind 
neck are less conspicuous. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding race. 

Measurements. Wing 59 to 64 mm. ; tail 71 to 80 mm, ; tarsus 
24 mm. ; culmen 13 to 15 mm. 

Distribution. Hainan, Siam, Tenasserim. It will certainly be 
also found in some of the intervening countries in suitable 
localities. 

Kidiffcation. Mr. E. Qt. Herbert found this Grass-Warbler 
breeding in some numbers round about Samkok in Siam, and my 
collector, Partridge, also found it in Eastern Tenasserim. The nest 
is a very deep cup, possibly more or less domed, built of coarse 
grasses and lined with finer. It is placed either in clumps of 
grass or in low hushes. The full clutch of eggs appears to be 
three or four. The ground-colour varies from pure white 
(unusual) to pale cream and the markings consist of fine specks, 
sometimes small blotches, of light reddish brown or of purplish 
brown, scattered freely over the whole surface but generally 
denser at the larger end, where they ferm indefinite rings or caps. 
Thirteen eggs average 19-0 x 15*0 inm. : maxima 20'8 X 15-3 and 
20-3 X 16*0 mm. ; minima 18'0xl4-8 and 18-3 x 14*1 mm. 

They breed from late June to early August. 

Habits. These do not appear to differ from those of the last 
bird. 


Genus MEG^ALUEUS. 

Megalvarus Horsf., Trans. linn. Soc., xiii, p. 169 (1820). 

Type, il/. palustris (Horsf.). 

The genus Megalunis contains a small group of birds which are 
found from India to the Australian Continent. This group has 
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•no Spring moult and the young, like those of many other Warblers, 
are verv richly coloured. 

In MegahiyL(^ the sexes are alike ; the bill is strong ; the wing 
less rounded than in most sedentary AV'arblers, the third primary 
reaching nearly to the end of the wing and the first of large size. 
The tail is much longer than the wing and greatly graduated. 
The rictal bristles are strong, there are no supplementary hairs 
and the feathers of the forehead are very short and close. The 
formation of the foot, to which attention has been drawn by Hume, 
is very curious ; it is deeply cleft between the middle and inner 
toe, the latter being partially reversible. This peculiarity gives 
the bird exceptional powers of grasping and explains the rapidity 
and ease with which it climbs about in reeds and grass. 

(830) Megalurus palustris. 

The Sthiated ^Haesh-Wabblee. 

Meffaliirus palmtris TIor«:f., Trans. Linn. Soc., xiii, p. 159 (18:^0) 
(Java) ; lilanf. & Oates, i, p. 383. 

Vernacular names. lal-aggiii (Hind.) ; Nal-clayjpee (Assam). 

Description. Whole upper plumage bright fulvous, the head 
more rufous, streaked with black, narrowly on the head, neck, 


Fig. 71. — Head of 21, pahisirU. 

lower back and rump, broadly and very boldly on the upper back, 
■scapulars, wring-coverts and inner secondaries ; tail fulvous-olive 
wuth dark centres and very faintly cross-rayed ; primaries brown 
edged with fulvous ; lores and a supercilium white ; remainder of 
lower plumage pale earthy-brown, albescent on the centre of the 
breast and abdomen, darker on the flanks ; a few blackish streaks 
at the base of the fore-neck, sometimes extending on to the breast 
and flanks ; under tail-coverts fulvous- brown, streaked with dark 
brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellow-tan to pale brown ; bill above 
dark horny-brown, below fleshy or yellowish-horny ; legs pale 
yellowish or pinkish flesh-colour. 

Measurements. Total length about 250 to 260 mm. ; wing 100 
to 137 mm. 6 , 82 to 86 mm. ? ; tail 115 to 134 mm. <J , 84 to 
102 mm. 2 ; tarsus 39 mm. d; 35 mm. 2 ; culmen 18 to 19 mm. 
6 , 17 mm. 2 • 

Young are more rufous above and are strongly suflused with 
yellow below. 



2f2 



436 


SYLTlID-aE. 


Distribution. Prom Hoshangabad on the West, through 
Central India to Orissa and Bengal, rare in South-West Behar; 
common in Assam ; the greater part of Burma in suitable places 
from the Chin and Kuchin Hills to Tenasserini in the South,. 
Siam, Shan States, Yunnan, Annum and Java. 

NidiAcation. In Assam and jNTorthern Burma the Striated 
Marsh-Warbler breeds from the end of April throughout May, 
but imSiam Mr. E. Gr. Herbert found them breeding principally 
in June and July. They make a large globular nest of grass,, 
sometimes with a few bamboo-leaves added, very roughly and 
loosely put together and placed in any tangle of weeds, grass, or 
bushes overgrown with grass and weeds. In Lakhimpur, in 
Assam, a favourite site was a pineapple-plant overgrown with 
weeds and grass. The eggs number three or four, sometimes five 
in Siam ; in ground-colour they are white or ver}’’ pale creamy or 
greyish, rather densely spotted and speckled all over with dark 
brown and with secondary marks of lavender giving a grey tinge 
to the eggs. Eifty eggs average 22-8 x 16*8 mm. : maxima 25*3 x 
18*0 mm ; minima 20*0 X 15*4 and 21*0 x 15*3 mm. 

Habits. The Striated Marsh-Warbler is found in open grass- 
lands or in the vicinity of villages and habitations in cultivated 
and semi-cultivated lands. In Assam it is a bold bird, quite 
unheeding of all passers by but in Siam it is said to be very shy.. 
It has a loud shrill song during the breeding-season which it 
utters in the air, constantly soaring up for some twenty to forty 
feet and then gliding down again to some bush * or other perch 
near where the hen is sitting. Eorrest obtained it at 5,400 feer. 
in Yunnan and Harington, Hopwood and others found it breeding 
at nearly this elevation in N. Burma. 


Genus SCHOENICOLA. 

Sclumicola Blyth, J. A. S- B., xiii, p. 374 (1844). 

Type, (Jerdon). 

The genus Schcemccila differs from Megahmis in having two^ 
complete moults in the year. The bill is rather short, being about 
half as long as the head ; there are two strong rictal bristles, no 
supplementary hairs and the feathers of the forehead are short 
and close. The wdng is rather long, the third primary longest and 
the first and second large and graduated ; the tail is long, broad 
and well graduated and the feet are powerful. 

AVith the material at present available, it is impossible to say 
whether Oates is correct in assigning the very great differences 
in the plumage of these birds to seasonal changes. There are 10 
specimens in the British Museum collection from Travancore and 
Ceylon and 7 from Belgaum : the former, collected April to 
June, are all rich brown above, rich ochraceous below; the latter, 
collected in Augiist-September, are all fulvous-brown above and 
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pale ochraceous-white below. Again, the former wing-measure- 
ments vary between 63 and G7 mni., the latter between 66 and 
71 min. It may be unsafe to separate them until material for 
both the breeding and non-breeding season is available from one 
place but it looks as if there would prove to be two well-defined 
races. 


(837) Schoenicola platyura. 

The Biioai)-tailt3d Gbass-AVaebleb. 

Timalia phttyura Jerd., 3Ia<lr. Jour. L. S., xiii, p. 170 (1844) 
(Xilghiris). 

ScJicenicola platyiiru. Bhiiif. & Oates, i, p. 384. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Plumage April to June. Lores and small indis- 
tinct supercihiim pale grey ; the whole upper plumage rich brown 
tinged with rufous, rather brighter on the wings ; back, rump and 
tail faintly cross-rayed and the tail a darker brown, pale-tipped ; 
chin, throat and centre of breast and abdomen white ; remainder 
of lower plumage, cheeks, ear-coverts and sides ©f neck rich 
ochraceous, this colour often meeting across the throat. 



Fig. 72 — Head of S, plaiyura. 


Colours of soft parts. Iris olive-brown ; bill black above, pale 
horny-blue below ; legs and feet brown in front, pale fleshy 
behind and on soles. 

Measurements. Total length about 175 to ISO mm. ; wing 63 
to 67 mm.; tail 50 to 66 mm. (Travancore and Ceylon); wing 
■66 to 71 mm. ; tail 60 to 70 mm. (Belgaum) ; tarsus about 21 mm. ; 
culmen about 11 to 12 mm. 

Birds obtained in Belgaum in August-September are much 
paler throughout; the upper parts are fulvous-browni and the 
lower parts are pale ochraceous-white. Judging from the birds 
in the British Museum series, there is no seasonal difference in 
the length of the tail. 

Distribution. Nilgiris, Palni Hills to South Travancore and 
North to the Bombay Presidency to Belgaum and Kanara. 

Nidification. Col. A. E. Butler in 1880 found the bird breeding 
daring September in Belgaum, and in 1900 Mr. T. R. Bell again 
obtained nests and eggs in the same district during the same 
month. The nests are balls of coarse grass-blades mixed with a 
few finer stems and strips but without any real lining. They are 
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generally placed in patches of thick high grass near rice-fields, 
and are well hidden in thick tussocks some one to two feet from 
the ground. The eggs, four or five in number, are short broad- 
ovals, pinky- white in ground-colour and speckled and blotched 
with pinkish red and with secondary spots of lavender. These 
are scattered e\ery where but are more numerous at the larger 
end. Ten eggs average 19-4 x 14-8 mm. and vary between 
19*0 X 14*1 and 20-0 x 15-3 mm. 

Habits. Yery similar to those of Megalwims and CJicstor^iis^ 
singing in the same manner as it soars into the air. It is, how- 
ever, a greater skulker, much more shy than Megaliirus and 
often frequents very heavy jungle. It is said sometimes to sing 
when perched on a bush or mound, a thing I have never seen 
M, j[iah(stvis do. 


Genus CH^ffiTORNIS. 

C/i<stornis Gray, Gen. Birds, i, p. 107, pi xiviii, fig. 9 (1848). 

Type, (7. stinata (Jerdon). 

The genus ChcBtovnis is characterized by having unfeathered 
lores with five exceptionally strong rictal bristles arranged in a 
vertical row in front of the eye. The sexes are alike and there 
appears to be no Spring moult, though abrasion alters the colour 
of the feathers very greatlj'. The young are more richly coloured 
than the adults. 

There are no supplementary hairs in front of the five rictal 
bristles and the feathers of the forehead are short and smooth. 


(838) Chaetornis locustelloides. 

The Bmstled Geass-Waebler. 

Basyoi'niis locustelloides Blyth, J, A. S. B., xi, p. 602 (1842) (Farid- 
pore). ^ ' 

Ch<Btornis locustelloides, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 388- 

Vemacular names. Grenta-^itta (Tel.). 

Description. Lores and narrow supercilium f ulvous- white ; 
whole upper plumage and wings fulvous- brown broadly ^streaked 
with black; tail grey-brown barred with black, the bars coalescing 
in centre and stopping short of the edge ; tips fulvous-wliite 
with a broad subterminal black patch ; lower plumage pale 
ochraceous, albescent on the chin, throat and centre of the 
abdomen. 

parts. Iris Hazel to deep brown ; bill, black in 
the breeding-season, horny-brown at other times with a fleshy 
base ; legs fleshy-brown to light brown. 

KEeasorements. Total length about 220 mm.; wing 80 to* 
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92 mm. ; tail 75 to 95 mm. ; tarsus about 28 mm. ; eiilnien about 
12 mm. 

In Summer the pluma^^e becomes very abraded and dull, the 
lower plumage becoming almost entirely white. 

Distribution. Nellore, Mysore, Deccan, llajputana, Central 
Provinces, Punjab, Dnited Provinces, Bengal, Behar and Assam. 
Jerdon records it from the Xilgiris and there is a specimen in the 
British Museum marked Darjeeling. It does not occur in the 
Khasia Hills except at the foot of the Hills in the Plains,, 
certainlv never occurred as high up as Darjeeling and probably not 
in the Nilgiris. General Betham found it common in Guzerat. 
Ticehurst also thought he saw it near Karachi. 

Nidification. This bird breeds in some numbers in the great 
stretches of grass-land in Behar, Eastern Bengal and Assam 
during July, August and September; General Betham found it 
breeding at Baroda in August, and Mr A. J. Currie near Lahore 
in August and September. It makes a fragile domed nest of 



Fig. 73. — Head of C. locustcUoides, 

grass which it places on the ground among the roots of long grass, 
very well concealed. The eggs number three to five and are white 
speckled with primary markings of purplish red and secondary^ 
ones of neutral tint. The texture is glossy and the shape broad- 
ovals. They measure from 19'0 x 14*6 mm. to 22*0 x lo‘9 mm. 

Habits. Very like those of Megalunis. They frequent great 
stretches of grass-land, especially such as have a good deal of water 
lying about. During the breeding-season the male is very con- 
spicuous hying up into the air, singing loudly all the time and 
then floating round where its mate is sitting in the grass. It 
feeds both among the shrubs, grass, lower growths and on the 
ground itself, and is very active on its feet wherever found. 


Genus PHRAGMATICOLA. 

FhragmaticoUi Jerdon, Madr. Joum. Lit. Sci., xiii, p. 129 (1845) 
(ex Blyth MS ). 

Type, P. aedon (Pall.). 

Blyth*s name Arundina^ff for this genus was probably published 
some months later than Phragmaticola, and the latter must there- 
fore be used. This genus differs from all those of the Sylviidce 
already dealt with in having the feathers of the forehead rough 
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and disintegrated. In general appearance it is very much like the 
birds of the genus Acrocej^lialus but in addition to the difference 
in the -forehead the first primary also differs in being very large. 

This Warbler has two moults every year but undergoes no 
seasonal change of plumage. 

The sexes are alike. The bill is short and rather wide with 
three strong rictal bristles placed diagonally ; in front of these are 
some supplementary hairs and the feathers of the forehead are 
soft and disintegrated with lengthened shafts. The wing is 
pointed, the third primary sub-longest and the first very large. 
The tail-feathers are narrow and much graduated. 


(839) Phragmaticola aedou. 

The Thick-billed Warblee. 

Muscicapa aedon Pall., Eeise Prov. Russ. Reichs, iii, p. 695 (1776) 
(Dauria). 

Arundinax aedon, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 890. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Summer. Lores dull white ; feathers round the * 
eye fulvous ; whole upper plumage fulvous olive-brown, the con- 
cealed parts of the wing- feathers brown ; the upper tail-coverts 



Fig. 74. — Head of P. aedon, 

are paler and more pure fulvous ; lower plumage white or very 
pale fulvous, the breast generally suffused with buff and the flanks 
buff extending on to the sides of the abdomen ; under tail-coverts, 
axillaries and under wing-coverts buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; “ upper mandible dark horn- 
colour, lower one flesh-colour, the tips of both and the gape 
tinged with orange; mouth bright salmon-colour” {Oate^\ legs 
and feet plumbeous or dark horny-brown, 

Measurements. Total length about 190 to 200 mm. ; wing, S 
73 to 83 mm. (86 mm., HarteH\ J 72 to 80 mm. ; tail 78 to 87 
mm. ; tarsus 27 mm. ; culmen 15 to 16 mm. 

Young are more richly coloured above and below, with a faintly 
rufescent tinge on the former and a decided brown tinge on the 
latter. 

Distribution. Breeding in South Siberia from Tomsk to 
Manchuria and North China. Wintering in Eastern Bengal, 
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Xepal Terai, Bhutan Duars, Assam, Burma and Siam. It has 
also been recorded from the Carnatic and Bangalore. 

IS’idification. This Warbler is said to make a deep cup-shaped 
nest of dry grass, lined with finer grass or horse-hair, which it 
builds on a Willow or Birch bush one to five feet from the ground. 
The eggs number three to five and are very unusual. In colour 
they are a pale rosy-purple or violet, marked with very tine hair- 
lines of black or deep purple. They measure about 1^3*0 x 16'5 
mm. (Di'esser). 

Habits. In its breeding-haunts it is said to be a sliy retiring 
bird, haunting humid aud marshy places, covered uitli reeds, 
bushes or low trees. It has a tine song aud a loud call-note, which 
Dresser syllabifies as tscliok^ tscliok. In Burma and Assam, where 
It is quite comiuon in winter, it is not nearly so shy, though, as it 
quietly clambers about in reeds, grass or low scrub, it does not 
attract much attention. It wanders freely into gardens and 
cultivated country as long as there is sufficient cover. 

Genus HIPPOLAIS. 

Hvppolais Brehm, Isis, 18^8, j). 1:283. 

Type, II, icterina Brehm. 

This genus contains five species found within our limits, all of 
which are ver}^ like one another superficially, so that it is not easy 
to check the records which have been made from time to time 
unless the skins are available for comparison. 

Hippolais has two moults in the year without any change in 
coloration. The sexes are alike and the young more yellow than 
the adults, though the difference is not so striking as it often is 
in this family. The species are all migratory, though in some a 
certain number of individuals are resident, breeding and also 
staying throughout the winter in the same quarters. 

Eippolais resembles Sylvia closely, differing principally in having 
a longer bill. 

In IIi])jpolais tlie bill from the tip to the gape is longer than the 
middle toe and claw ; there are three weak rictal bristles and the 
supplementary hairs in front of them are obsolete and only visible 
with a lens ; the first primary, though not minute, is small and 
the third primary reaches to the tip of the \’iing ; the tail is only 
slightly rounded. 


Key to Sjyecies, 

A. Wing always under 70 mm. 

a, Oulmen from front of feathers 'always over 

12 mm H,pdllklu, p. 443. 

b. Oulmen from front always under 12 nim. 
a'. Upper plumage fulvous-hrown. 

Second primary longer than seventh. . H. rama, p. 442. 
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Second primary shorter than seventh . II. scita, p. 444. 

7/.Upper plumage saudy-hrown H. obsoietu, p. 444. 

33 Wing mways over 70 iinn IL Icmguida, p. 4^5.. 

(S40) Hippolais rama. 

Sykes’s TnEE-WABBLER. 

Stjloia 7'ama Sykes, I*. Z. S., 1832, p. 89 (Deccan, India^. 

JSypohtis rama. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. S91- 

VemacTilar names. Kolctalgu (Tiirki). 

Description. Whole upper plumage pale fulvous-brown, darker 
as the pale edges to the leathers become abraded ; outermost tail- 
feathers edged paler ; a line above the lores to the eye pale buff 
lores dusky; cheeks and ear-coverts pale buff; lower plumage 
very pale sandy-buff, the flanks darker and the centre of the 
abdomen almost white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel or hazel-brown ; bill liorny- 
brown above, pale flessby-horuy below; legs aud teet yellowish 
grey. 

Measurements. Total length about 132 to 137 mm. ; wdng 59' 
to 64 mm. ; tail 47 to 52 mm. ; tarsus about 20 to 21 mm. ; ciilmeii 
10 to 11 mm. 

Young are rather darker and richer brown above, brighter bulf 
or yellowish buff below. 

Distribution. Breeding in South Mongolia, Turkestan, Afghan- 
istan, Baluchistan, Persia to Trauscaspia. Doig also found it 
breeding in the Eastern Naira, Sind ; General Betham in Quetta 
and, on one occasion only, in Eerozepore ; Major Lindsay Smith 
also obtained its nest in Multan. In AVinter it is found through- 
out India a.s far South as the Palni Hills and as far East as 
Western Bengal. 

Hidification. Sykes’s Tree-AVarbler breeds in Sind in late April 
and early May in the Tamarisk-jungles North of Hyderabad aud 
Sukkur ; in Quetta it breeds during May aud June, and in Persia 
during April, May, June aud July, generally having two broods. 
Except in Sind they nearly always select a rose-bush in which 
to build their nests, often breeding in colonies, almost every 
rose-bush within a very small area haviug at least one nest in it. 
The nests are deep cups composed of grass, roots and fibre, often 
mixed \\ ith pieces of string, cotton, etc. The lining is of wool,, 
vegetable-down, hair, fur or feathers, or two or more of these mixed 
together. They are all well hidden and are generally placed 
low down between two feet and four feet from the ground, though 
Mr. T. H. Bell found it placed as high as seven feet up m 
Tamarisk-trees. The eggs number from three to five and are 
quite different from those of the other species of the genus. The 
ground varies from pure white to pale buff, cream or greenish, 
white, whilst the most common form of markings consists of tiny 
twisted lines and streaks of reddish brown or black, often most 
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numerous aud running into one another in a ring at the larger 
end and sparse everywhere else. These eggs are just like tiny 
Buntings' eggs. Other eggs have few or no lines and merely 
scanty specks and spots of black. Both forms have secondaiy 
markings of lavender or neutral tint. Two hundred egys average 
15-8 X 12*3 mm. : maxima 18*0 X 13*2 and 15*6 x 13*3 luiu. ; miniiua 
14*4x12*1 and 15*0x12*0 mm. 

Habits. Sykes’s "Warbler appears to be a resident in many places, 
but in Persia it is a Summer visitor, immense numbers appearing 
in that season when every rose-bush in every garden liolds its 
pair. In India it is resident iii a few arid places in Xorthern 
India, but its numbers are enormously increased even there by 
Winter migrants, whilst over the rest of India it is a Winter 
visitor only. In Quetta, as probably m Sind, many birds come 
to breed which migrate farther South in Winter. According to 
General Bethatn it is a lively cheerful little bird, everlastingly 
on the move, creeping in and out of the dense tangles of briars, 
■flitting here and there after passing insects, constantly uttering its 
little song and, though keeping much out of sight, quite tolerant 
of close observation and showing little signs of fear of man. 

(841) Hippolais pallida elseica. 

TjBLB OIiITACBOTTS TEEE-AVaEBLE1{. 

Scdicaria elceica Linderniayer, Isis, 1843, p. 342 (Greece). 

Hypolais pallida, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 392. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole visible upper plumage grey-brown ; con- 
cealed parts of closed wing aud tail dark brown, tlie latter edged 
paler; a line above the lores and round the eye white or pale 
fulvous ; lores mottled white or dusky ; whole lower plumage dull 
fulvous-white. 

This form differs from typical H.jp, pallida in being more grey, 
less brown above. The latter appears to be restricted to Egypt 
and adjoining countries, not including Palestine. 

Colours of soft parts as in H. rama. 

Measurements. Total length about 155 mm.; wing 64 to 
69 mm. ; tail 50 to 58 mm. ; tarsus about 20 to 22 inin.; culraeii 
12*5 to 14*5 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in South-East Europe, Cyprus, all 
Eastern Asia (? Arabia) to Turkestau, Persia, Baluchistan, 
Afghanistan. The occurrence of this bird in India has hitherto 
rested wholly upon Dresser’s statement that he had seen a specimen 
collected in Sind. In a letter to me he said that he was quite 
certain of his identification but I never heard from whom he 
received it. Meinerfczhagen also records this as a breeding-species 
near Quetta and there are two specimens from that place in his- 
collection. 
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ISfidification. This little "Warbler breeds in immense numbers 
both in Palestine and in Persia as well as in intermediate countries, 
making a neat little cup of grasses and other fibrous material, lined 
with finer grasses and placed in a bush or small tree between one 
foot and seven feet from the ground. The eggs, three or four in 
number, are pale pink or lilac-grey, sparsely speckled or spotted 
with blackish and with an occasional line of the same. One 
hundred eggs average 16-9 x 13*0 mm. : maxima 19*0 X 12*6 and 
18-8 X 14-2 min. ; minima 15*4 X 13*0 and 15*9 x 12*0 mm. They 
breed from early April to late June. 

Habits. V^ry similar to those of E, vama, 

(842) Hippolais scita. 

The Booted Thee-Wakbler. 

Sylvia scita Eversm., Add- Pall. Zoogr. E.osso-Asiat., iii, p. 12 
(1842) (Ural Mts.). 

Hippolais caligata, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 393. 

Vernacular names. one recorded. 

Description. Similar to Hippolais vama^ but smaller and with a 
different wing-fornuila, the second primary being always shorter 
than the 7th, or even the 8th, whereas in E. rama it is always 
longer than the 7th. 

Colours of soft parts as in H. rama. 

Measurements. Wing 56 to 61 mm.; tail 46 to 60 mm.; 
tarsus about 20 to 21 mm. ; ciihnen about 9 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in East Russia to the Kirgbis Steppes 
and West Siberia to the Altai, Turkestan and Transcaspia. Ex- 
tending in Winter to India and Ceylon, there being three specimens 
of this species in the Ceylon Museum killed in Ceylon. 

Nidificatioii. The Booted Tree-Warbler breeds in May and 
June, making a neat little cup-shaped nest of grass, weed-stems, 
roots, etc., lined with grass and, generally also, with hair, wool, 
feathers or some similar soft material. It is placed either low 
down in a bush or on the ground itself in rank herbage. The eggs 
number four to six and are like those of E. pallida but almost 
always a much deeper tint of rose-lilac, salmon or pink. Sixty 
eggs (45, Jourdaiv^ average 15-8 x 12*6 mm.: maxima 17*2 X 
13*0 and 15*0 x 13*5 mm. ; minima 14*0 X 11*3 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. A shy skulking little bird haunt- 
ing bushes, reeds and cover in the vicinity of water. 

(843) Hippolais obsoleta. 

The Deseet Tebe-Waeblee. 

Salicaria ohsohta Severtz., Turk. Jevotn., p. 63 (1873) (Moscow). 

Eypolais ohsoUta, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 393. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. Whole upper plumage pale saudy-brown ; concealetl 
parts of wings and tail pale browu ; a well-defined bite super- 
cilium from the nostrils to behind the eye white ; lores dusky 
sandy ; ear-coverts very pale sandy-brown ; below almost ^^'h^te 
washed with pale sandy-grey, chiefl}- on the breast and flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. The same as in the Booted Tree-Warbler. 

Measurements. Wing 03 mm. ; tail 4(>*5 mm. ; tarsus 30 inni. ; 
culmen 10*5 mm. 

Distribution. Fao, Turkestan and an alleged specimen from 
Sind identified by Seebohm. 

Neither Hartert nor Ticehiirst admit this species, but there ia 
no doubt that there are specimens in the British Museum 
collection, too pale, too sandy a grey to be rama in any stage of 
plumage. These might be aberrant specimens but this seems xo 
be unlikely and I retain the species until we know more about ir. 

Nidification and Habits. Unknown. 


(844) Hippolais languida. 

UpCHBU’S WABBLEn. 

Currma languida Hemp. & Ehr., Symb. Phys., Aves, cc. (1833). 

(Syria). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage rather greyish brown ; wing-quills 
and tail dark brown, edged paler ; the outer web and tip of the 
outermost tail-feathers all pale ; lores dusky ; a line above the lores 
to back of eye whitish ; whole lower surface white, tinged with 
b n ff on the breast and abdomen and rather more strongly so'oii 
the flanks, vent and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; legs and feet darlc 
brown. 

Measnrements. -Wing 73 to 79 mm. ; tail 58 to 65 mm. ; tarsus 
21 to 22 mm. ; culmen 14 to 16*5 mm. 

Distribution. From Syria and Palestine to Persia, Afghanistan, 
Baluchistan and Turkestan, In Winter to Egypt and Abyssinia ^ 
and thrice to India, one specimen having been obtained in Quetta 
and sent to me for identification in 1908. Meinertzhagen (Bombay 
Nat. Hist. Soc. Journal, xxiii, p. 362) records it as a breeding- 
species near Quetta and has two specimens in his collection. 

Hidiflcation. Similar to that of other species of Hippolais ^ but 
the nest is placed in bushes and low trees in gardens, wooded 
ravines, or in bushes in semi-desert or open bush-clad plains. The 
eggs are like those of H, jpallida but larger and generally a much 
brighter, clearer pale rose-pink. Twenty-eight eggs (17, British 
Museum) average 18*9 x 13*6 mm. : maxima 19*9x14*5 mm. 
minima 17*6x13-1 mm. 
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The birds breed during May and June up to some 5,500 feet 
elevation. 

Habits. Those of the genus, though they are not so fond of 
frequenting water as some o£ the species are but, like rama, are 
often found in plains and semi-desert as long us there are 
sufficient bushes. Dresser calls the note “a sharp cry like tsclmlc 
tschick^ and it is said to have a sweet little song like that of 
iE?. eJceua, 


G-enus SYLVIA. 

Sylvia Scop., Ann. i. Hist. Nat. p. 154 (1769). 

Type, B. cinerea (= communis) (Beeht.), 

The genus Sylvia contains six Indian species, three of which are 
only subspecies of European forms. Sylvia differs from Bi^polais 
in having a smaller bill and somewhat brighter colours, whilst in 
some species the two sexes differ in colour. 

Sylvia has two moults in the year, unaccompanied by any 
'Change in the coloration oE the plumage. All the species found 
in India are to some extent migratory. 

In Sylvia the bill from the gape to the tip is shorter than the 
middle toe and claw ; the three rictal bristles are weak and the 
supplementary bristles obsolete ; the feathers of the forehead are 
decomposed and rough ; the first primary is small and the second 
about equal to the sixth; the tarsus is short and stout and the tail 
is slightly graduated. 


Key to Sjpcdes. 


A. First primary very small, not reaching to tips 

of pnmary-coverts S. commtmis^ p. 446. 

B. First primary not so small, extending beyond 

tips of primary-coverts. 

a. Crown of head black or dark brown 8. horUnsis, p. 447. 

b. Crown of head fawn-colour 8. nana^ p. 449. 

c. Crown of head grey. 

a'. Upper plumage greyish brown, darker on 

crown 8. althcea^ p. 450. 

h\ Upper plumage earthy-brown ; more grey 

on the crown 8. curruca, p. 451. 

c\ Upper plumage sandy-brown; more bluish 

grey on the forehead 8, minulaj p. 461. 


Sylvia commimis. 

Sylvia cmimunU Lath., Gen. Syn. Suppl., i, p.287 (1787). 
Type-locality : England. 
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(845) Sylvia communis icterops. 

The Iitdian- ‘Whitetiieoat, 

St/lvia irterops Menetr., Cat. rais. Oaucas., i, p. 34 (183:^) (Tabyscli). 

Syhia dnerea. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 395. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. 'Whole upper plumage rather grey russet-brown, 
wing-feathers edged with pale rufous-fulvous ; a ring round the 
eye white ; tail dark brown, edged paler and the outermost pair 
almost all 'svhite, more or less faintly mottled with brown ; lores 
and ear-coverts like the back ; under surface white suffused with 
viiions-buff on breast and flanks ; under tail-coverts very pale fawn. 

In Summer birds are more grey and less russet than in Winter. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill yellowish-borny or dusky 
horny-brown above, paler and fleshy below ; legs and feet yellowish 
brown. 

IMEeasurements. Wing 72 to 78 mm. ; tail 52 to 62 mm. ; tarsus 
28 to 29 mm. ; eulmen 10 to 11 mm. 

Tlie Indian Whitethroat is much less russet-brown than is 
jS. < 3 . commmiis with less rufous on the wings. 

Distribution. Caucasus to Persia, Transcaspia, Turkestan, "West 
Siberia to the Altai Mts. and Yenesei, in Winter to South Arabia 
and India. In the latter country it wanders as far South as Mt. 
Aboo and Deesa and as far East as Cavvupore. Ticeliurst writes 
of it as a common migrant through Sind in September and October. 

NidifLcation. Tiie nest is like that of the Common Whitethroat, 
a flimsy untidy little cup made* of grass-stems, roots, weed-stems, 
and a few scraps of dead leaves, lined with the finest grass-stems, 
It is placed in low bushes or hedges in gardens or in tangles of 
roses and weeds. The eggs seem to be always four in number and 
cannot be separated from those of the typical form. The ground- 
colour of the few I have seen is white to olive-grey, and they are 
stippled and spotted all over with darker grey-brown, in some 
cases with larger blotches. The markings often form a ring at 
the larger end. Thirty -nine eggs average 18*5 x 14-5 mm. : 
maxima 20’0 X 14*1 and 18*6 x 15*3 mm. ; minima 17*2 X 14*3 and 
18*6 X 13-8 mm. 

Habits. Apparently very much the same as those of the European 
race, haunting gardens, brushwood, etc., and singing from the tops 
of bushes. 


Sylvia horteusis. 

MotaciUa hortensU GmeL, Syst. Nat, i,p. 955 (1788). 
Type-locality: Prance. 
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(S46) Sylvia hortensis crassirostris. 

The Easteeist Orehean Warbler. 

Sylvia crassirostris Cretz., Atlas reis. Rupp., p. 49 (1826) (Nubia). 

Sylvia jerdoni, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 396. 

Vernacular names. Pedda nulla kam][)a-jitta (TeJ.). 

Description. Upper parts o£ head, ear-coverts and nape black ; 
back, scapulars, rump and upper tail-coverts slaty-grey tinged with 
brown; tail black, the outermost feathers largely white with brown 
bases, the next pair broadly and the third pair narrowly tipped 
white ; wings dark brown edged with brownish grey, and the 
innermost secondaries wholly this colour ; cheeks and lower 
plumage white, tinged uith pale buff on the abdomen and vent, 
and with grey on the flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris white to pale yellow ; bill dark horny- 
black, slaty at the base o£ the lower mandible; legs and feet 
slaty-grey. 



Fig. 75. — Head and foot of 8. h, crassirostris . 


measurements. Total length about 175 mm.; wing 77 to 83 mm.; 
tail 64 to 72 mm.; tarsus 22 to 23 mm. ; culmen 16 to 17 mm. 

Females have the black of the head replaced by dark grey, the 
ear-coverts darker ; otherudse like the male. 

The Eastern Orphean ’Warbler differs from the Western form 
in ha\iiig the head black contrasting with the back, whereas the 
latter has only the fore-crown black grading into the brown of 
the back. 

Distribution. Greece, Dalmatia and South-East Europe to 
Palestine, Turkestan, J?ersia, Afghanistan, Baluchistan and 
North-West Frontier of India. In Winter over all India as far 
South as Trichinopoli, and as far East as Chota Nagpore and 
Barrackpore, where I obtained an adult male. 

Hidiflcatiou. The Eastern Orphean Warbler breeds in some 
numbers on the N.E. Frontier of India. General Bethain took 
a good many nests at Quetta and Mr. A, E. Jones sent me a 
clutch of three eggs taken at Cherut. Outside India it breeds 
from Greece through South-East Europe to Persia, etc. The 
breeding-months are May and June, possibly April also, as Betham 
found young hatched early in May. The nest, in India, is a com- 
pact w'ell-made cup of grasses, roots and leaves, lined with fine 
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roots and grass-stems, placed low down in thorn-bushes in fairly 
open country. The eggs number three to five and are greeny- 
white in ground-colour, speckled and blotched with light grev- 
brown to almost black witlj a few underlying ones ol pale grev 
and neutral tint. Asa rule, the markings are sparse everywhere 
but less so at the larger end. Twenty -five Indian-taken eggs 
average :10‘Gxl6*5 mm. ; 100 others {Hartert) 20 x 14*9 mm. 

Habits- These 'differ in no way from those of the Garden- 
Warbler. A ratlier sliy skulking bird, feeding on fruit and 
insects and with a sweet song. 

(847) Sylvia nana nana. 

The Deseet-Wakbler. 

Cuniica nmia Hemp. & Ehr., Symb. Phys., A\es.,cc (1833) (Sinai). 

Si/lvia affinh. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 396. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Eorehead to lower back, scapulars and wing- 
coverts i awn-brown \ rump and upper tail-coverts pale rufous ; 
central tail-feathers rufous with black shafts, the next two pairs 
dark brown with rufous edges, Ihe next pair brown with white 
tips and edges, the next with far more white and the outermost 
pair almost wholly white; lores and round the eye almost winte ; 
wings brown, the feathers edged with rufescent-fuwn ; whole 
lower plumage pale bufiy-white, whitest on the throat and chin, 
darkest on the posterior flanks, abdomen and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris w’-hite to pale yellow ; bill pale horny- 
brown above, yellowish-fleshy below; legs and feet straw-yellow. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 mm. ; wing 54 xo 
61-5 mm. ; tail 43 to 50 mm. ; tarsus 19 mm. ; culmeii 8 to 9 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding distribution not certainly known ; pi-o- 
bably Transcaspia, Turkestan, South and East Persia, and Baluch- 
istan. In "Winter through the more arid parts of North-W'est 
India, Sind, Hajputana and Punjab. 

Nidification. Nothing recorded- A clutch of eggs taken in 
Baluchistan on the borders of Sind which were sent to Mr. J. 
Stewart and given by him to me, are typical little Whiteihroats' 
eggs, pale cream with small grey and brown blotches chiefly at 
the larger end where they form indefinite caps. They measure 
17*0 X 12*6 ; 16’9 X 13*3 and 17*6 x 13-3 inin. They were taken at 
the end of April but no description of the nest was sent. Doig 
was undoubtedly wrong in believing they bred in Sind, although 
they do breed in the adjoining hills of Baluchistan. 

Habits. This little Warbler is essentially a bird of the most arid 
deserts and stony bare hills. As Ticehurst remarks: “ It is found, 
in such barren spots as no other selt-respecting Sylvia would 
deign to haunt.” It arrives in September, leaving again in March- 

YOL. II. 2 G ' 
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and early April. It has the usual habits of the genus and even 
in sandy wastes, with hardly any cover but a few scanty bushes or 
tufts ot coarse grass, it manages to elude observation to a wondei'f ul 
extent. 


(84S) Sylvia althsea. 

Hume’s Lessee Whitbtheoat. 

St/Iria althaea Hume, Stv Featli., vii, pp. 60, 62 (1878) (Kaslimir) ; 
JBlanf. & Oates, i, p. 397. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Tipper plumage greyish brown, purer and darker 
grey on the crown; tail brown, the cential feathers tipped and 
narrowly edged white; the white on the others increasing in 
♦*xtent until* the outermost are almost wholly white ; wing dark 
brown, the feathers edged paler and the innermost secondaries 
like the back ; lores, round the eye and ear-coverts a darker brown 
than the head ; the whole lower plumage pale bufEy-grey, almost 
white on chin, throat and abdomen, darker and ashy on flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black, paler o\\ the 
base of the lower mandible; legs and feet dark plumbeous to 
almost black. 

Heasuremeiits. Total length about 140 mm.; wings 64 to 
71 mm.; tail 52 to 56 mm. ; tarsus 20 to 21 mm. ; oulmen about 
10 mm. 

Distribution. Transcaspia, East Persia, Turkestan, Kashmir^, 
and, according to Ticehurst, Baluchistan. In Winter it straggles 
into India, wandering through N.W. Provinces, the Punjab, and 
Central Provinces as far South as the Carnatic and Ceylon ; 
possibly some of these supposed records refer to Sylvia cunwa 
affinis, a much more common bird. There are, however, several 
specimens in the Colombo Museum, which Mere obtained in 
Ceylon. 

' Nidifi-Cation. Breeds during May and June, making a frail cup- 
sbaped nest of dried grass, roots and perhaps a few leaves, placed 
in a low bush orulump of weeds and briars. Apparently it breeds 
between 6,000 and 9,000 feet and is said to breed in Kashmir at 
the latter height. The eggs number four or flve and are like those of 
the Whitethroat. The ground-colour is a very pale greyish white 
or cream, with rather bold blotches of some shade of brown or 
almost black with secondary markings ot pale neutral tint. 
Occasionally there is a faint greyish tinge to the markings. 

The few eggs I have seen measure from 16-0 x 12-9 to 18*2 x 
13*9 mm. 

Habits. Practically nothing oh record. It is a bird of mountains 
and rugged country with scrub or scanty grass and scattered 
bushes, and has been found breeding up to 9,000 feet. 
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(S49) Sylvia curruca afBnis. 

Tjie iNDiAir Lessjee 'Whitethuoat. 

Curruca f^inis J. A. S. B., xiv, p. 504 (lS4o) (South India). 

Sylvia affinis, Blauf. & Oates, i, p. 397. 

Vernacular names. Ghinna nalla Icampa-jitta (TeL). 

Description. Similar to S, aWum but with the upper plumage 
«arthy-bro\\ii, the forehead aud crown rather more grey. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellow to yellow-brown ; bill horny- 
brown, paler below and at the base; legs and feet pale to dark 
plumbeous. 

Measurements. Length about 140 mm. ; wing 61 to 67 mm. ; 
tail 51 to 57 mm.; tarsus about 21 mm-; culinen 10 to 11 mm. 
The second primary between 6th and 7th. 

Distribution. West Siberia to Transbaikalia and Manchuria 
and South to Baluchistan, Kashmir aud Grarhwal. In Winter 
South through Western India to Ceylon. East as far as Behar 
and Western Bengal. 

KidMcation. Within our limits this bird breeds in great 
numbers in Kashmir, and Greneral Betham found it breeding at 
•Quetta. The nests are neat but rather fragile cups of grass and 
roots lined with horse-hair or, less often, with fine grass-stems. In 
the early part ot the season, April and May, it nests in the low 
scrub-jungle but when these are burnt out in June it resorts to 
the outer branches of firs and pines, 10 to 20 feet from the 
ground. The eggs are like those ot the Common Lesser 
Whitethroat and go through the same variations. One hiiudred 
eggs average 16-5 x 13*1 mm. : maxima 19'0 x 13*7 and 18-5 x 
14*3 mill. ; minima 15*8^13*3 mm. 

Habits. In Summer these Warblers keep much to undergrowth 
of forest and scrub-jungle until they are forced into trees by the 
burning of the lower cover. In Winter, however, they keep far 
more to trees and are then very seldom found in the more desert 
treeless areas affected by Sylvia nana and, to a less extent, by 
Sylvia c. minula. Their song is sweet, though short, and their 
call-note a shrill one, much like that of the Blue-Tit. 


(850) Sylvia curruca minula. 

The Small Whitethroat. 


Sylvia minula Hume, Str Feath,, i, p. 198 (1873) (Bhawalpur). 
Sylvia minuscula, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 398. 


VerxLacular names. TinUhomu\ (Yarkand). 

Description. Similar to the two preceding birds but with upper 
plumage rather dark sandy-brown, contrasting with the greyer 
Lead. 

2a2 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris very pale yellow ; bill horny above^ 
paler at the base and on the lower mandible; legs and feet 
“ liorny, greenish grey ” {Htfme). 

Measurements. Total length about 135 mm.; wing 60 to 
64 mm. ; tail 46 to 90 mm. ; tarsus about 20 mm. ; culmen 9 to 
10 mm. Second primary between, or equal to, 7th and Sth. 

Distribution. Breeding in Sirdarya and Amudarya in Trans- 
caspia; Bochara, East Turkestan, Afghanistan and Baluchistan. 
In Winter South through Western India to Bajputana and East 
to Jodhpore. 

Nidification. As far as is known, exactly like that of the 
preceding bird. Three eggs in my collection measure about 
17‘2 X 12*2 mm. 

Habits. This appears to be the Asiatic representative of 
iS. C'117'ruca curruca in the barren and semi-desert countries, as- 
S, c, affinis is in the better- wooded ones. In Sind it is as common 
as that race is in Winter, but, whereas 8, c. afflnis keeps principally 
to the tracts with ample tree-cover, 8. c, mmula keeps to the 
more desert portions with only scanty scrub and bush cover. 

Genus HERBIVOCHLA. 

Herhivocula Swinhoe, P. Z. S., 1871, p 364. 

Type, E. scJmarzi (Eadde). 

The genus Il&'hivomla is very like the next genus, Phylloscojpvs^ 
differing principally in its much thicker bill. The one species 
which visits India is migratory. It has two moults but practically 
no seasonal change of plumage. The bill is very stout and deep 
for a Warbler and about equal to one-third the length of tlie 
head ; there are three strong rictal bristles and the supplementary 
bristles are ample, but short, not covering the nostrils ; the first 
primary is large and the second about equal to the eighth. 

(851) Herbivocula schwarzi. 

Badde’s Bush-Waebi.ee. 

sc/rto«i*c/ Badde, Beis. Sihir. Vog., p, 260 (1863) (Tavei JNor). 
Herhivocula svhhoarzi. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 399. 

Vernacular names. If one recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage aud closed wings and tail tawny 
olive-brown, more tawny on the rump ; concealed parts of wings 
and tail dark brown ; a distinct buff supercilium from the nostrils 
to the nape ; lores and a streak behind the eye dark brown : ear- 
coverts and cheeks mottled buff and brown ; lower plumage buff ^ 
practically white on the chin, throat and centre of abdomen ; 
axillaries and under wing-coverts buff. In abraded plumage the* 
lower parts become very white. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill pale liorny-brow’u, paler 
below and at the base; the gape yellow; legs and feet Heshy- 
jellow. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 to 145 mm. ; wing 57 to 
66 iniD.; tail 45 to 53 mm. ; tarsus about 21 to 22 mm. ; culnien 
about 9 ruin. 

Young are much more yellow than the adult. 



Fig. 76 . — Head of H. scliwarzi. 


Distribution. Eastern Siberia from Lahe BaiJial to Ussuri and 
Saglialien. Winter, South to South China and Burma and the 
Iiuio-Burmebe countries. 

Nidification. Nothing recorded. 

Habits. This Warbler frequents thick scrub and bush cover on 
the outskirts of forests. It is said to be a shy bird, avoiding 
observation, with a short jerky song. It is a not infrequent 
visitor to Southern Burma. 

Genus PHYLLOSCOPUS. 

Fhijlhscojma Boie, Isis, 1826, p. 972. 

Type, Phylloscoptts trocMlus (Linn.). 

The genus Phylloscoims contains 13 Indian species, some of 
which are divided further into subspecies. These are Summer 
visitors to the plains, all ot tiiem retiring to the Mountains to 
bread ; some only to the Himalayas, some to Central and Northern 
Asia, etc. The birds of this genus are very close to the next, 
Aaaiitliopneuste^ but are separable by their smaller, more narrow 
bill and by the supplementary hairs which in Phylloscoims only 
reach to the edge of the nostril, whereas in Acantliopneuste they 
overhang the whole of it. 

In Phylloseopus the rictal bristles are always fairly strong but 
the supplementary hairs in front vary considerably, in some 
species being weaker, in some stronger; they never, however, 
extend to the culmen or beyond the lower edge of the culmeu. 
The first primary is small and the length of the second varies, 
forming a useful character to aid identification. The tail is either 
square or slightly forked. 

The various species of Pliylloscopiis resemble each other so 
closely as to render their identification very difficult and the key 
will probably be found of greater help in this than the detailed 
descriptions. 
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Ill JP7ii/llosco2>ti8 there are two moults a year, the sexes are alike 
and the young are more brightly coloured than the adults but do 
not differ from them otherwise. 

Key to j^ecies. 


A. Crown with no coronal bands and same 
colour as back. 

(f. Under wing-coverts and axillaries yellow'. 

Ijower plumage deep dull yellow .... P. affinis, p. 454. 

b'. Lower plumaiae pale dull yellow P. ti/fleii, p. 455. 

c'. Lower plumage buff P- collylntus^ p. 456. 

b . T'*'nd er wing-coverts an d axillanes yell o wish 
white or 'white ; lower plumage very pale 

butt ' P. neytectm, p. 458. 

0 . Under wing-eo\8rts and axillaries brown, 

lower plumage buffish-yellow P. griseohiHj p. 459 

d. Under w’iug-co verts, axillaries and lower [p. 400, 

plumage dusky oil-green P, jnliginicefaterj 

t\ Under wing-coverts and axillaries rich buff. 

d\ Throat, breast, and abdomen buff P,fuscntus, p. 461. 

e'. Throat and breast pale greenish white. . P. armcmdii^ p. 463. 

IB. Crown darker than back with coronal bands. 

f. Lower portion of rump bright yellow. 

f\ inner webs oi outer tail-feathers white. [p. 4(53. 

Throat and upper breast grey P. mactdipennis^ 

Throat and upper breast yellow . . P.piiloher,^. 

(j\ Inner webs of outer tail-feathers not 

white P. proregultfSj p. 466. 

g. Lower portion of rump like the bade, not 

yellow. 

li. Lower plumage rather dark yellow 

tinged with ocliraceous * P. subviridisj p. 468. 

Lower plumage very pale yellow or 
yello-VNish white, . , P. Jiumiij p. 469. 


(852) Phylloscopus affinis. 

TiOKELT/S WlIilLOW-W-tEBLEB. 

Motacilla affinis Tick, J. A. S. J3., ii, p. 576 (1833) (IBorahhum). 

Phylhscopiis affinis, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 401. 

Vernacular names. JDaotisha gaU (Cachari) ; Ani chin (Tibet). 

Description. Upper plumage brown, faintly tinged with olive; 
wing and tail feathers brown’, edged with olive-yellow ; a broad 
yellow supercilium from the nostrils to the nape ,* lores and a patch 
behind the eye brown ; wdiole lower plumage deep dull yellow, 
suffused with olive on the flanks and sides of the neck and breast ; 
axillaries and under wing-coverts pale olive-yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill dark horny-brown 
above, pale yellowish-horny below' ; legs and feet yellowish browm 
or greenish brown to dark brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 110 to 115 mm. ; wing 56 to 
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()2 mm. ; tail 42 to 45 mm. ; tarsus about 20 mm. ; culinen 9 min. 
{Second primary as long or longer than the 9tlu 

Distribution. In Summer throughout the Iliniahiyas from 
Kashmir to East Assam, Tibet, and '\Vesterii China to Kansu. 1 ii 
Winter practically throughout India as far {South as South 
I'rai ancore, Burma, but so far not recorded in the Punjab or 
N orth - W est Pro vin ces. 

Nidification. TiekelTs Warbler breeds in the Himalayas from 
the Afghan and Baluchistan Prontier to S.E. Tibet at elevations 
between 9,000 and 14,500 feet or even higher. The nests are 
lery round domed aifairs of grass, rather untidily put together 
and very thickly lined with feathers, somotiines mixed with fur or 
moss, sometimes with both. They are placed low down in scrub, 
rhododendrons, junipers, etc., often not more than a few inches from 
the ground and in conspicuous positions. The eggs number three 
to e, generally four, and vary in colour from pure white to 
white sparsely spotted with pale reddish brown at the larger end. 
Eggs ill the same clutch \ary greatly and all are never alike — as a 
rule one egg is well spotted, one or two oiih*- faintly so and the 
others not at all. One hundred eggs average 15*5 x 12*0 mm. : 
maxima 17*2 x 12*3 and 1 6*0 x 12*5 mm. ; minima 14 7 X 12*0 and 
15“0xll*4: mm. They breed during June and July. 

Habits. This little Warbler is a bird of the scrub-jungle rather 
than of the forests, and is found from about 8,000 feet up to the 
extreme limit of bushes. In Winter its migration-routes would 
appear to be due East at first and then South, as it has not yet 
been obtained in the North-West Prontier Plains, Sind, Bajputana 
or the Punjab. It, however, occurs in the Bombay Presidency,, 
the Central Provinces and Eastwards throughout Bengal, Beliar, 
Orissa, Assam and Northern Burma. I also have seen specimens 
from Siam. In Winter it is found both in forest, open well- 
wooded country and in cultivated lands and it has all the habits 
of a Willow- Warbler, though it is not so active, restless a bird 
as are some of its nearest relations. 

(863) Phylloscopus tytleri. 

TyTLEE'S WiLLOW-WA-EBIiEE. 

Phylloscopus tytUri Brooks, Ibis, 1872, p. 23 (Kashmir); Blaiif*. & 
Oates, i, p. 402. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Tipper plumage olive-brown ; wing and tail feathers 
dark brown edged with olive, brighter than the back ; a pale yellow 
supercilium from the nostrils to the nape ; lores and behind the 
eye dark brown ; whole lower plumage pale yellow, greyer on the 
breast and suffused with brownish grey on the sides of the neck, 
breast and flanks ; under wing-coverts and axillaries pale sulphur- 
yellow. 
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ColoTirs of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill darlc lioriiy-browii 
to almost black above, yellowish-horny below; legs and feet 
greenish brown to dark brdwn, the soles paler and more yellow ; 
claws blackish. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 to 130 mm. ; wing 54 
to 62 mm.; tail 40 to 42 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; culmeii 
about 10 mm. 

Distribution. Western Himalayas from Afghanistan, Kashmir 
and Kumaon to G-arhwal; Winter, Western India South to the 
Nilgiris, 

Kidification, Tytler*s WiUow- Warbler breeds from the end of 
May to early July in its Summer habitat from about 8,000 feet up 
to the limit of tree-forest, about 12,000 to 13,000 feet. It makes 
a neat, very small nest of grass, mixed with feathers, birch-bark 
and hair, often with a great deal of lichen m the outer part and 
with a dense lining of feathers. They are placed in pollarded trees 
and firs between 10 and 20 feet from the ground. The eggs vary 
from three to five in number, usually four ; in colour they are 
normally pure white, but occasionally an egg, or even a whole 
clutch, may be speckled with reddish. Thirty eggs average 16*0 x 
12*3 inm. : maxima 17*2x12*2 and 17*0x13-0 mm.; minima 
14-3x12-1 and 14*8x12-0 mm. 

Habits. Tytler's Willow- Warbler is a forest-bird, though it 
keeps to the outskirts or to the more open parts, hunting both in 
the trees and in the lower growths for the insects on which it 
feeds. It is very restless and active and during the Spring has a 
note, constantly repeated, which Osmaston syllabifies as ‘-Let’s 
kiss him.” In Winter it keeps much to trees and almost deserts 
the scrub, undergrowth and bushes. 

PhyUoscopus collybitus. 

Sylvia coUylita Vieill., Noav. Diet. d’Hist. Isat. nouv ed. xi p. 235 
(1817). 

Type-locality : Prance. 

Key to Stibsjpecies, 

A. Wings in fresh plumage well tinged with 

green p. trisfisj p. 456 

15. u mgs never with any tinge of green .... P. c. sindianiis, p. 467. 

(854) PhyUoscopus coUybitus tristis. 

The Bhown WiLLOw-WAUBLEn, 

myUosco}^ tristis B\yth, J. A. S. B., xii, p. 966 (1843) (Calcutta) ; 
Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 403. 

Temacnlar names. Kone recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage brown, with a tinge of green when 
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sitjwly moulted, more especially on the rump and vs iiig-ooverts ; 
tail-feathers dark brown, edged i)aler; a narrow pale butt* 
feui^ercilium from the nostrils to the back of the ear-coverts; lores 
and behind the e3’’e dark brown; sides of the head and whole 
lower plumage earthy- butt, paler on chin, throat and centre of* 
abdomen ; under wing-coverts and axillaries sulphur- vellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark hrown ; bill dark liorny-brow^u 
■or blackish, paler at base ofc lower mandible: legs and feet black 
■or dark brown, soles j^ellovvish. 

Measurements. Total length about 1:^5 mm. ; wing 54 to 
65 mm.; tail 43 to 49 min.; tarsus 19 to 20 imn. ; culmeu 8 to 
■9 mm. The female is decidedly smaller than the male. Second 
primary between 7th and 9bh; first primary exceeds primary 
coverts by 6 to 9 mm. 

Distribution. Summer from the Petchora to Japan, South to 
West Turkestan, the Northern Tian Schan and Lake Jlaikal. 
Wandering West as far as Great Britain in Winter, and South to 
India over the whole of the North and Central parts as fur South 
as Bombay and Orissa. Eecords of this and the next bird are 
mixed and the series in the British Museum show’ that no reliance 
-can be placed ou them, as many specimens named imstia are 
■sindianus and vice versa, 

Nidittcation. The Brown Willo\v-W arbler breeds from Petchora 
to Japan, but probably does not breed anywhere in Central Asia, 
South of the Altai and Lake Baikal. 3n Japan it breeds in 
considerable numbers, making a domed grass-iiest profusely lined 
wnth feathers, w^hich it places on the ground ou banks in bush- 
eover. The eggs, which number four to six, are white spotted and 
speckled, nowhere densely, with very deep reddish or purplish 
black. In shape they are short broad ovals. They measure 
about 15* 1 X 12*7 mm. 

Eepiited eggs in iny collection of P. c. U'istis^ taken in Aksu and 
Issik Kul in Eastern Turkestan, appear to be those of P. c. 
^mdiamis, which they much more nearly resemble in type, having 
bright red markings. 

Habits. Pound singly or in small parties in cultivated and 
well-wooded country, frequenting trees, brushwood and crops. 
Ticehurst found it catching flies, like a PJycatcher, iu reed-beds in 
the Manchar Lake in Sind, over a mile from land. It arrives 
in Northern India during the latter part of October, and leaves 
again in the end of Marcli and early April. 

(855) Phylloscopus collybitTis sindianus. 

The Siis^n Wili.ow-Waebler. 

Fhylloscopus sindianus Brooks, Str. Feath., viii, p. 476 (1880) (Siud) ; 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 406. 

Yemacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. Hardly distinguisliable from P. c. tristis, but does 
not ever acquire the greenish tinge sometimes present on the 
wings and rump of that bird; generally the yellow on the 
axillaries and uuder wing-coverts is less clear. 1 can see no 
difference between the two birds in the wing-fonnulae, nor in the 
shape and size of the first primary. 

Colours of soft parts as in P. c. tristis. 

Measurements exactly the same as in c. tristis, but the 
culinen never measures Jess than 9 inm. 

Distribution. Breeding in Ladak and Tibet, possibly also in 
North Kashmir ; in South-Eastern Turkestan as far North as 
Aksu. In Winter South to Sind, Punjab, the TJnited Provinces 
and Eajputana. 

Nidificatiou. Hr. P. Ludlow first obtained this Warbler 
between 11,000 and 14,000 feet breeding near Leli, and since 
then Mess^^. H. Whistler and B. B. Osmaston have found it 
breeding in great numbers in Ladak during May, June and July^ 
All three of these gentlemen sent me specimens which I at first 
identified as P. c. tristis, but on receiving a series of eggs from 
Mr. Osmaston these differed so greatly from those of that bmd 
that I again examined the specimens sent by him and found them 
to be of this race. P. sindiamis is apparently the Himalayas and 
Central Asian breeding form, whilst tristis is a bird whose breeding 
is confined to the North. The nest is domed and is made of 
fine grass lined first with cotton-down and finally wdth feathers. 
It IS placed in low thorny bushes only a few inches above the 
ground or very often in the thorns growing on the top of stone 
boundary-walls. The eggs are longer ovals than those of tristis 
and are spotted more boldly with rich bright red, which forms 
caps or rings at the larger end instead of being marked with almost 
black specks scattered over the whole surface. Twenty eggs 
average 15'7xl2*0 mm.: maxima 17*0xl3’0 mm.; minima 16 0’ 
X 11*9 and 15*3 x 11*7 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of P. c. tristis but keeping much more 
to semi-desert and poorly wooded tracts. Apparently never 
catching insects like a Jlycather, as ti'isfis does. 

Phylloscopus neglectus. 

Kej/ to Sxibspecies. 

A. Smaller, wing never exceeding 65 mm 1\ n. neglectus, p. 

B. Bigger, wing over 66 mm P,n. hrenstij p 460 

(850) Phylloscopus neglectus neglectus. 

The Plain Willow- Wabblek. 

P?n/Uo8coput< neglectus Hume, Ibis, 1870, p. 143 (Piuiiab) ; Blanf. & 
Oate*,i,p.406. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. Similar to 1\ c. tristis^ but decidedly paler and \ery 
much smaller. 

» 

Colours of soft parts. Ins dark brown ; bill dark brown, 
at the base of the lower mandible: legs and feet browu. 

Measurements. Total length about 100 to 105 mm. ; wing 4S tc^ 
53 mm. ; tail 38 to 42 inm. ; tarsus about 18 inm. ; culinen about 
8 mm. Sec(md primarv ecj^iials 9th or lOtli ; first primary exceeds 
coverts by 8 to nearly 11 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in Transcaspia to Persia and wintering 
in 8iud and the Punjab. A few birds remain to breed in Kortheru 
Kashmir and Ladak. 

Nidifilcation. Eggs sent me from Ladak, in one case with the 
skin, are like those of P. c. siruliamis but smaller, measuring from 
13*1 X 10*4 mm. to 15*0 x 11*4 mm. The nest was said to have been 
placed on the ground and to have been domed, made of grass and 
moss and lined with feathers. 1 do not teel quite confident about 
the authenticity of these eggs. 

Eggs tak'en by AVitherby in Farsistaii on the 20tli April w ere 
pure tvhite; the nest was placed in a low busli, the usual domed 
affair densely lined with feathers. 

Habits. In its AVinter haunts this little AA'illow-AVarbler 
frequents “babool’’’ and tamarisk jungle and, sometimes, more 
lofty trees and it seems particularly partial to the banks of rhers, 
lakes and swampy ground. It is a restless, active, little bird with 
an alarm-note w'hich Mr. T. li. Bell syllabifies as “ tsJiah-tsJmhy^ 
with an ordinary feeding-call of “ tivissa twissaJ* 

(S57) Phylloscopus neglectus lorenzii. 

The Caucasian AVillow-AVakbleii. 

FhyUojmeiiste lorenzii Lorenz, Beilr, Keunt. Faun. K. KaukiL.-jus, 
p. 28 (1887) (N. Caucasas;, 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to P. n, neglectus^ but bigger. 

Measurements. AV^ing, 6 62-63 mm., $ 65 to 58 mm. 

Distribution. Caucasas. Winter South, once as far as India. 
A specimen sent me from the N.W. Frontier with a wing of 
63 mm. appears to be of this race. Shot at Bannu, January 191 7. 

Hidification. Breeds in the Caucasus between 5,000 and 8,0 
feet- The eggs are white, marked with dark reddish brown. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

(S5S; Phylloscopus griseolus. 

The OiiiTACEors Thee- WAX tBUEn. 

Fhylloscopua griseolus Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 443 (1847) (Calcutta J. 

FliyUoscoims ztuiicus. Blaiif. & Oate.N, i, p, 404. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 



460 


STIiVIIDJaB. 


Description. Upper plumage earthy-brown, sometimes faintly 
tinged with olive on the rump ; wing-feathers dark brown edged 
paler ; reotrices brown, edged paler, and the outermost pair, or 
two pairs, narrowly tipped with white ; supercilium from nostrils 
to nape yellow, huffish posteriorly ; lores and line through the 
eye brown ; sides of head mixed brown and buff; lo\\er plumage 
bufEy-yellow, dusky on the breast and flanks and often pure 
yellow' on the centre of the abdomen ; axillaries and under wing- 
coverts brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill blackish above, pale 
yellowish or greenish horny below ; legs and feet greenish j^ellovv. 

lUeasuremeuts. Total length about 180 to 140 mm. ; wing 58 
to 66 mm.; tail 47 to 50 mm.; tarsus about 23 mm.; culmen 
10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Turkestan, Bochara to 
Altai, Kashmir and Tibet. In Winter South to the Punjab (rare), 
■Central India, Behar, Bengal, Assam and N.W. Burma. 

Kidiflcatiou. Nests, eggs and young were found by Mr. H. 
Whistler during June and July at and about Lahul and Spiti 
between 11,500 and 13,500 feet. The nests he describes as 
roughly made globes about the size of a cocoanut, composed of 
grass, strips of bark, etc., densely lined with feathers and placed 
■quite low clown in a Jumper bush, Gooseberry-bush or dwarf 
Willow. A distinctive feature of the nest seems to be the large 
entrance-hole, placed near the top rather than at the side of the 
nest. The eggs number four and are white spotted w ith dull red, 
mostly in a broad zone at the larger end. Mr. Whistler’s series 
varied from 17-0xl2*0 to 17*5 x 13-0 mm. Whitehead found 
them breeding freelv on the Safed Koh Eange and in the Kurram 
Valley between 10,000 and 12,000 feet, and Col. H. Belme- 
Ratcliffe obtained them in July, evidently breeding, in Baluchistan 
at Ziarat at about 8,000 feet. 

Habits. Although it has not been often recorded thence, this 
Warbl^er is doubtless a common Winter visitor to the Punjab 
and North-West Province, as well as to the whole of Northk’u 
Indians far East as Dibrugarh in Assam, where Dr. H.N. Coltart. 
and I found it >eiy numerous in January and December. It 
prefers big-tree cover in this season, though it may sometimes be 
seen scrambling about in bushes or even feeding on the ground 
itself. It has a habit, not shared to the same extent by any 
•ofclier Willow- Warbler, of running about the trunks and larger 
horizontal hianches of big trees just like a Tree-Creeper. 

(859) Phylloscopus fuliginiventer. 

The Smoky Willow-Wabblbr. 

Kommisfiiliyiniventer Hodgs., P. Z. S., 1846, p. 31 (Nepal). 

Phylloscoj^us fuliginive^itris, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 404. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 



PlCYLLOSCDPrS. 


461. 


Description. Upper plumage deep smoky-brown, almost 
blackish, sometimes faintly tinged with olive; wings and tail 
dark brown, the feathers edged with olive-brown; a narrow 
siiperciliiiiu dull green ; sides of head dull buff and brown ; whole- 
lower plumage dull oil-green, the breast and flanks suffused witli 
dusky-brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill black, the lower 
mandible horn 5 '-brown ; legs and feet ochraceous-green. 

Measurements. Total length about 110 mm. ; wing 52 to 60 
mm. (Tibet, one, 65 mm.); tail 42 to 46 mm. ; tarsus about 21 mm. ; 
culinen 10 to 11 mm. JSecond primarj'- equal to tenth. 

Distribution. ISTepal and Tibet to Eastern Assam, North of the- 
Brahmaputra. In AV’inter South throughout Assam and Eastern 
Bengal. I found it very common at Dacca in January and 
Eebruarv. 

Nidification. Three eggs taken at Ehamtso, Tibet, at almost 
14,000 feet elevation on the 4th August, 1921, were sent me 
wdth the remains ef a skin of this species. They are like 
exceptionally heavily marked eggs of P. affinis. They measure- 
15'0xl2*0 min., 14‘6xl2*2 mm. and 15*0 x 12*1 mm. No 
nest was sent and I could obtain no description of it. 

Habits. In Summer the Smoky Willow- Warbler is found in 
the higher ranges, certainly up to 15,000 and probably breeding- 
between 12,000 feet and that height. In Winter it is very aquatic 
in its habits. Stevens found it keeping much to bushes and 
reeds in swampy places, whilst in Eastern Bengal I found it 
keeping almost entirely to bushes on Islands in the Megna, 
Brahmaputra and other large rivers. 

Phylloscopus fiiscatus. 

Key to Stihspecies, 

A. Upper plumage paler, with no reddish tinge. P. f. fuscatusj p. 461. 

B. Upper plumage darker, with a reddish tinge. P.f. hmneyeri^ p. 402. 


(S60) Phylloscopus fhscatus fhscatus. 

'L'he Dosky WitiLow-AVarblbk. 

PhyllojmeuHtefuseata Blytli, J. A. S.B., xi, p. 113 (1842) (Calcutta). ' 
Phylloscopus fuscatus. Blaiif. & Oates, i, p. 405. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage browm, the feathers of the- 
wings and tail edged with a paler, more olive, brown ; a distinct 
supercilium from the nostrils to the nape pale buff; lores and 
behind the eye dark brown ; cheeks and ear-coverts light bufpy- 
brow u ; below buff, albescent on the chin, throat and centre ot 
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abdomen, deep and rich on the flanks, vent, under tail-coverts, 
under wing-coverts and axillaries. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill above pale horny-brown, 
below yellowish except at the tip ; legs and feet dusky flesh- 
colour, the soles yellower. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 to 130 mm. ; wing 55 
to 62 mm. ; tail 51 to 54 mm. ; tarsus about 22 mm. ; culmen 
10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. Siberia, from the Tenesei to Ochotsk, N. China, 
Mongolia and Japan. Winter in North-East and North Central 
India, Burma, South to Tenasserim, South China. A few birds 
apparently stop in the Himalayas to breed. 

Nidification. Eggs sent me from the Amur and from Tibet are 
pure white and are said to have been taken from nests made 
entirely of dry moss with a lining first of grass and then of wool 
and feathers. In Tibet the nests were taken in the end oi! May 
and June, but those from Siberia in July. The eggs measure 
about 17*6 X 12-6 mm. 

Habits. Stevens obtained specimens o£ the Dusky Willow- 
AVarbler in the plains of Assam as late as the second week in 
31 ay. In Cachar, the Khasia Hills and country South of the 
Bralmiaputra and in Burma they have nearly all disappeared by 
the end of April. They frequent scrub, low bushes and heavy 
grass, also often feeding on the ground. It is an active little 
bird, but seems to be a very quiet one. 


(861) Phylloscopus fuscatus homeyeri. 

DxBOWSKI’s WiLIiOW-WaBBLEE, 

PhyUopneuste homey&ri Dybow., Bull. Zool. Soc. France, 1883, 
p. 358 (Eamschatka). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from P. f. fuscatus in having the upper- 
side darker, with a reddish tinge; the superciliary streak is 
weaker and paler, and the bill is lighter and weaker. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in P. /. fuscatus. 

Distribution. ICamschatka only. In Winter South to China, 
Burma and Assam. Stevens obtained several specimens of this 
Warbler in the Lakhimpur district of Assam (Bombay Nat. Hist. 
Journ. xxii, p. 249). 

Nidification. Unknown. 

Habits. Stevens obtained his specimens in fairly thick scrub 
nnd grass-land, where it was scrambling about hunting for insects 
After the fashion of all Willow- Warblers. 
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(80:2) Phylloscopus armandii. 

Milne-Epw a.ei>s’s Willow-W arbler . 

Abi'oniis armandii Mil.-Edw., Nouv. Arch. Mus. Bull , i, p. i>:> 
(1865) ; (N. China). 

V’ernacular names. !?sone recorded. 

Description. Very similar to P. /. fuscatus, of which it iniorht 
perhaps be treated as a subspecies. The throat and abdomen are 
greenish white, the bill is stouter and the legs more slender, 
■other\^ise it agrees with that bird. 

Colours of soft parts as in P. /. fuscatus. 

Measurements. Wing 50 to 64 mm. ; tail 48 lo 59 mm. ; 
tarsus 19 to 22 mm. ; culmen 9*5 to 10*5 mm. As usual uith the 
Warblers the female is much smaller than the male. 

Distribution. Breeding in Mongolia and North China and in 
Winter South to South China, the Indo-Chinese countries and 
Burma. Harington found this bird very common in the Bhamo 
district, his specimens being identified by Dr. E. Hartert (Bombay 
Nat. Hist. Journ., xix, p. 123). 

Nidification. Przewalski found its nest in June at an elevation 
of almost 9,000 feet. The five eggs it contained were white 
s])otted with reddish and measured from 15-5 x 12*5 to 16*0 x 
13 0 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

(863) Phylloscopus maculipennis. 

The Grjst-faoei) Willow- Warbler. 

Ahroniis macidipennis Blytli, Ibis, 1867, p. 27 (Nepal). 
riiylioscopiis mamlipeimis, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 406. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A broad, but broken, coronal streak and supercilia 
very pale whitish buff ; rest of head, nape and hind neck dark 
olive-brown shading into yellowish green on the back, scapulars 
and lesser wing-coverts ; lower rump bright sulphur-yellow ; 
greater wing-coverts dark brown, boldly edged with yellow 
forming a distinct wing-bar ; median coverts with a similar less 
well-defined bar ; quills brown edged with olive-green ; tail brown, 
edged with green, and with the three outer pairs white with 
the terminal half of the outer webs brown ; lores and behind tlie 
eye dark brown ; chin, throat and upper breast grey ; remainder 
of lower plumage yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black ; legs and 
feet fieshy or yellowish brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 100 mm.: wing 46 to 
52 mm.; tail 31 to 34 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmeu 7 
to 8 mm. 
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Dis‘tril)Ution. Himalayas, Sutlej River to Eastern. Assam,. 
Horth and South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur. 

Ridihcatiou. Unknown. 

Hahits. This Warbler is a resident bird between 5,000 and 
8,000 feet, some birds moving? down to the foot-hills and the 
plains in their immediate vicinity m Winter but the majority 
remaining in the hills above 2,500 feet. It probably does not 
breed in the hills South of the Brahmaputra, though it may be 
seen there occasionally in early May. Those birds I saw were 
all ill forest, and were busily hunting for insects high up in the 
topmost branches. It was some years before I discovered their 
habits, but once these were known they proved to be very numerous. 
Several in<lividuals were often seen hunting in company. 

Phylloscopus pulcher. 

Kty to Sitbsjpecies, 

A. Duller, upper parts more olive-browu ..... P,p, pulcher^ p. 464. 

B. Brighter, upper parts more olive-green ... P.p, kanyrtBj p. 465. 

(S64) Phylloscopus pulcher pulcher. 

The Nepal Orahgb-babebd Willow- Warbler. 

Phylloscopus pidcher Blyth, J. A. S. B., xiv, p. 592 (1845) (Nepal) ; 

Blanford & Oates, i, p. 407. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A very faint yellowish coronal streak; narrow 
supercilia from the nostril to the nape greeni&h buff; crown and 
nape dark olive-brown, changing to olive-green on the back,, 
scapulars and lesser wing-eoverts ; the median and greater coverts 
dark brown, broadly edged with orange, forming two wing-bars,, 
the median one often ill-defined ; feathers of rump broadly tipped 
with yellow; tail brown, the feathers edged with olive-yellow,, 
the three outer pairs white, with the terminal halves of the 
outer webs brown ; sides of the head brownish green ; lower 
plumage greenish yellow, darkest on the breast and flanks, more 
yellow on the abdomen and under tai 1-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill black, the base of the 
lower mandible and gape yellowish ; legs and feet dusky greenish, 
the claws darker and soles yellowish. 

Measurements. Total length about 105 mm. ; wing 52 to 00 
mm. ; tail 35 to 38 min. ; tarsus 22 to 23 mm. ; culmen 10 to 
11 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal to Eastern Assam, Manipur, Chin and 
Kachin Hills, Shan States and Yunnan. Burma South to 
Tenasserim. 

Nidificatiou. Mr. P. Wickham appears to be the only collector 
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who has taken the nest of this bird. He records that it was 
common in the Chin Hills, and that he took three and four eggs 
respectively from two nests found on the 13th and 24th of April 
near Haka at about 6,000 feet elevation. The eggs were white, 
speckled with reddish, both nest and eggs being indistinguishable 
from those of the next and better- known race. 

Habits. In Sikkim this Orange-barred Willow-Warbler has 
been found up to 13,000 feet but its ordinary habitat is much 
lower and it is probably resident betwen 4,000 and 8,000 feet. 
It certainly breeds in the higher hills, South of Assam, above 
5,000 feet, though I never found a nest. It is essentially a 
forest-bird keeping well up in high trees, where it is very energetic 
in its search for insects, constantly uttering a loud shrill note, or 
rather succession of notes running into one another. 

(865) Phylloscopus pnlclier kangrse. 

The Houth-West Ora.is’ge-baiieed Willow- W^ahbleh, 

PhuUoacopus pulclier kangri Ticehurst, Bull. B. 0. C., xliv, p. 30 
(1923 j (Simla). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to P. j?. but much brighter in 

colour, more olive-green. The supercilium is more distinct. ^ 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last bird 
wing 51 to 60 mm. 

Distribution. North-West Himalayas from Afghanistan and 
Gilgit to the Simla States and Garhwal. 

Hidification. The nest and eggs of this bird were obtained hy 
Messrs. S, L. Whymper and B. B. Osmaston in Garhwal and 
by Ool. Buchanan in Kashmir during June and July at elevations 
between 9,000 and 14,000 feet. The nests are very untidy ragged 
balls of grass, “ old man’s beard,” strips of birch-bark, etc., 
densely lined with feathers, many of which protrude from the 
large entrance at the side. They are placed in Willows or 
Birch-trees in Vorest, either built in forks or placed between bits 
of loose bark and the trunk itself. They are generally at about 
ten to fifteen feet from the ground. 

The eggs number three or four and are pure white with small 
reddish specks and blotches, either scattered all over the egg or 
confined to a ring or cap at the larger end. They are not distin- 
guishable from the eggs of FJiylloscopvs proregulus and measure 
about 15’4x 11'4 mm. 

Habits. The Orange-barred Willow- Warbler is found in 
Summer above 8,000 feet and in Winter may descend some 
three thousand feet lower but never to the foot-hills or to the 
Plains. It hunts for its insect-prey in the higher branches of 
forest-trees and is as active and restless as the rest of its genus. 
Osmaston says that, whilst its ordinary call distinguishes it at 

TOL. II. 2 H 
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once from all other PhyTloscopi^ its song is very like the trill of 
the Common Wood-Wren. 

Phylloscopus prore^ns. 

Motacilla prcreytUus Pallas, Zoogr. Kosso-Asiat., 5, p. 499 (1827). 
Type-locality : Transbaikalia. 

Key to Subspecies. 


A, Above olive-brovni ; coronal bands very 

definite P.p. newtcni, p. 466. 

B. Above much darker, below- duller; coronal 

hands definite P.p forresti^ p. 467. 

0. Above brighter and greener ; coronal bands 

not so definite P.p. BimlaensiSi p. 467. 


(866) Phylloscopus proregulus uewtoni. 

Pij/LAS’S UlMAlA.YAS' WiIiLOW-WaEBLBE. 

PhyUoscopus neu)toni Gatke, Ibis, 1889, p. 579 (India) (Baijiling, 
Ticehurst). 

Phylloscoptbs proreffidus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 408. 

%Vemacnlar names. None recorded. 

Description. Broad supercilia and abroad yellow coronal streak 
to the extreme back of the nape; head dark olive-brown, 
becoming lighter on the back ; rump bright yellow ; tail olive- 
brown, the feathers edged with olive-yellow ; wing-feathers 
brown, edged with olive-yellow, the median and greater coverts 
tipped with pale yellow, forming two wing-bars, the anterior not 
always very distinct ; lower plumage white, suffused with grey on 
the throat and breast and with yellow on the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill black, the lower mandible 
horny-brown, yellow at the base ; legs and feet dingy greenish 
brown. 

Heasnrements. Total length about 80 to 85 mm. ; wing 49 to 
55 mm. ; tail 33 to 39 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm. ; culmen about 
9 to 10 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, Assam and Manipur. Chin Hills 
birds are, as might be expected, intermediate between this and 
P.p.forresU, but nearer the latter. Birds from Arrakan, the 
Central and Southern Burmese Hills are of this latter form, as 
are those from Siam. 

Nidification. The only known nest of this bird was taken by 
Mr* . P. Masson on the Singa Bila Bridge above Darjeeling on 
the 29th of May at an elevation of about 10,000 feet. The nest, 
which was sent me with the birds and eggs, was a very neat 
little ball of bark, moss, and lichen, well lined with soft body- 
feathers from Ithacjenes and other birds. The three eggs were 
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•vvbifce with reddish spots in a dense ring round the larger end and 
very sparse elsewhere. They measure 14-:2xl0'4, 13*9xl0vi 
and 13-9 x 10*4 mm. 

Habits. As far as is known, these diifer in no way from those of 
the race P. p, siuilaensis, 

(S67) Phylloscopus proregulus forresti. 

FobREST’S YUN^iTAlsr WlIiLOW-WAEBLER. 

Phfllobcopus prnreffuliis forresti Rothschild, Nov. ZooL, xxvi, 
p. 45 (1921) (Lichiang Range, Yunnan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from P. jp. newtoni in being much darker 
above and duller below. Rothschild considers that the rump also 
is more sulphur-yellow ; this is not always very noticeable. The 
colour of the bill, to which he refers, is also only seasonal, nio^t 
Warblers having the bill blacker in ISummer than in Winter. 

La Touche’s P. yunnetisis (Bull. B. O. C., xliii, p. 21, 1922) is tlie 
same as this bird. 

Colours of soft parts as in P. p. newtoni. 

Measurements. Wing 48 to 55 mm. ^ 

Distribution. Shan States, Yunnan, Kachin Hills and ? Chin 
Hills. 

Hidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

(868) Phylloscopus proregulus simlaensis. 

TicBnuRST’s Wileow-'Wakblbb. 

FhyUoscopus proregulus simlaensisTic&h.uT&t.'Bxill. B. O. C., xli, p. 56 
(1920) (Simla). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the two preceding birds in having 
the upper parts brighter, more olive-yellow ; the head-bands are 
not so dark and the supercilia are more pronounced. 

Colours of soft parts as in P. p. newtoni. 

Measurements. Wing 50 to 57 mm. 

Distribution. Afghanistan and Baluchistan frontiers, Gilgit 
through Kashmir to Garhwal. In Winter it descends to the 
foot-hills of the Himalayas but not into the Plains. 

NidMcation. Ticehurst’s Willow-Warbler breeds from the 
Afghan frontier through Kashmir to the Simla States and 
Garhwal from about 7,000 feet upwards. It makes a lovely 
little domed, or semidomed, nest of moss, sometimes mixed 
with, lichen and scraps of birch-bark and thickly lined with 
feathers, these also often being mixed with birch-bark. It is 
placed in Fir or Pine trees, sometimes low down and sometimes 
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forty feet from the ground, at the end of a branch and almost 
inaccessible. It lays three or four eggs, rarely five, during May 
and June. The ground is pure white and they are speckled with 
reddish pink, brick-red or dark brownish red. In most eggs 
these are most numerous at the larger end, where they may form 
a ring ; in others they are scattered more or less profusely over 
the whole surface. Porty eggs average 14*1 x 11"0 mm. ; maxima 
16*0 X 11*1 and 14*8 x 11*8 mm. ; minima 13*6 X 10*6 and 14-1 x 
9'9 mm. 

Habits. This little 'Willow-'W'arbler is a bird of the Pine- or 
Pir-forests and Birch-woods, whei’e it keeps much to the upper 
branches of the trees, occasionally uttering a loud sharp tsip 
as it scrambles or fiits about after insects. During the breeding- 
season it has a loud and not unpleasant little song, something like 
that of the Common Willow-Wren. 

(869) Phylioscopus subviridis. 

Bbooks’s WiiiI.ov-Vaebmb. 

J^guloides suhviridis Brooks, P. A. S. B., 1872, p. 148 (N.W. 

Provinces). 

Phylioscopus suhviridis, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 409. 

Vernacular names. 15‘oue recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage clear greenish yellow : 
faint coronal streak and supercilia yellow ; wing and tail feathers- 
hrown edged with the colour of the hack ; wings with two bars 
formed by the yellowish-white tips to the median and greater 
coverts, the former indistinct, the latter well-defined ; sides of head 
and lower plumage yellow or ochre-yellow, more grey on the throat 
and breast and more brownish ochre on the flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill dark horny or greenish 
brown, paler at the base of the lower mandible ; in Summer the- 
bill is wholly dark ; legs and feet greenish grey. 

Measurements. Wing 53 to 58 mm.; tail 38 to 40 mm.;. 
tarsus about 18 mm. ; culmen 8 to 9 mm- 

Distrihution. Breeding in Afghanistan and North Kashmir, in 
Winter South to Punjab and the N.W. Provinces as far East 
and South as Cawnpore. 

Nidificatiou. Whitehead found this bird breeding freely in the 
Safed Eoh in J une and J uly on the wooded slopes of the Kurram 
Valley between 7,000 and 9,000 feet. The nest was placed in 
the bank of a nullah under a bush and was domed, made of grass 
and lined with goats’ hair. It contained three eggs, white spotted 
with red, measuring about 14*0 x 10-7 mm. 

Habits. During the Summer this Willow- Warbler keeps much 
to undergrowth but during the Winter it is found more often in 
trees. It has the usual vivacious active habits of the genus. 
The call-note is said to be a monosyllabic and the song is. 
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described by Mr. U. Whistler as “ wet-wetnwet-weet-wJiir-’i'-r-i'J'^ 
It occurs ill the months of October and IMarcli in the Punjab and 
North-West Pro\ inces. 


Phylloscopus humii. 

JCdjf to Sithspecies. 

A. Upper pluinajife bright olive-green 7i. hitmii, p. 409. 

13. Upper plumage darker olive-green F.h. pr^sunmn, p. 470. 


(870) Phylloscopus humii humii. 

IItjme's Willow- Warbleb. 

Hetfuloidcs humii Brooks, Str. Featli., vii, p. 131 (1S78) (Is.W. India) 
(now restricted to Srinagar, Kashmir). 

Phylloscopus humii, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 410. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage rather bright olive-green; a faint 
coronal streak greyish green ; a broad supercilium from the 
nostrils to the nape pale yellow ; the crown above the supercilium 
being sometimes much darker than elsewhere ; lores and a line 
through the eye dark brown; wing-feathers dark brown edged 
with olive-green and with two broad wing-bars formed by the 
pale yellow tips to the coverts: tail dark brown edged with 
greenish outwardly and, in very fresh plumage, with a narrow 
whitish edging on the inner webs ; sides of the head mixed brown 
and yellow; lower plumage yellowish white, often tinged with 
ochre and darker on the breast ; axillaries and under wing-coverts 
yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; upper mandible dark 
horny-brown, lower mandible pale yellowish-horny, tipped darker ; 
legs and feet dark horny-brown to plumbeous-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 100 mm.; wing 51 to 
60 mm. ; tail 38 to 44 mm. ; tarsus about 19 mm. ; culmeu 
8 to 9 mm. 

Distribution. Turkestan, Tianschan, Afghanistan, Baluchistan, 
Kashmir and Garhwal Hills, In Winter Soutli to the greater 
part of Western India as far South as Travancore. To the Bast 
it is found regularly as far as Western Bengal and Orissa, and 
straggles as far as Mudde'rpore, Manbhum and even Calcutta, from 
which places there are specimens in the British Museum. 

Nidihcation. Hume's WHlow-Warbler breeds over the whole of 
its Summer habitat between 7,000 and 12,000 feet, making a 
domed nest of grass which it places on the ground, preferably on 
a bank, in serub-jungle or in open country. The lining is of finer 
grass, sometimes with a little hair mixed and is never of feathers 
as in the nests of so many other Willow-Warblers. The normal 
clutch of eggs is four, sometimes three and rarely five. The 
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ground is pure white speckled and spotted with reddish hrown^ 
often coalescing at the larger end to form a ring or cap. 
Fifty eggs average 14*8 x 11*3 mm. : maxima 15*5X12*0 mm. ; 
minima 13*0x11*0 and 13'1 x 10*4 mm. The first few eggs are 
laid in early May and they continue to lay until the end of June. 

Habits. Hume’s Willow- Warbler is found in Summer in the 
open grass-lands, between 8,000 feet and the snow-line, which are 
surrounded with forests of fir, pine or birch. They especially 
affect such as have an ample supply of small streams, on the 
banks of which they breed. The call-note is a loud double note 
sounding like whee-it^ constantly repeated, the song being merely 
this note sharply and quickly reiterated. The alarm-note of the 
female is said to sound like tiss-yi^. They keep much to trees 
when hunting for insects but also maybe found in bush and scrub 
cover. 


(S71) Phylloscopus humii prsemium*. 

The OnowKED Willow- Waebleb. 

Fhylloscopii^ humii premdunh Mathews and Iredale, Aus. Av. 

Hecord,iii, p 44 (1916) (Hussia). 

Phylloscopv^s superctlios^ts. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 409. 

Phylloscopus imndeUii. Id., ibid., p. 411. 

Yemacular names. Daotisha hero (Oachari). 

Description. Similar to P. 7*. Jmmii but very much darker. 

Colours of soft parts and measurements as in P. 7i. Jmmii, 

Distribution. Breeding from the Ob to Kamchatka in Siberia 
as far South as Lake Baikal and Baikalia, Mongolia, IN'. China 
and a great part of Tibet and North-West* China. In Winter 
South to Bengal. Assam, Burma, South China and the Indo- 
Chinese countries-^ It also straggles into Kusbia and Eastern 
Europe and rarely into Western Europe and G-reat Britain. 

I cannot separate P. Tnundellii, As far as I know, no form of 
P. humii breeds South of Tibet in Sikkim and certainly none 
breed in the Khasia Hills. The very dark head and rich 
coloration on w'hich Oates lilies as distinguishing features seem 
to be individual characters which crop up iu both races all over 
their habitat. 

Nidification. Similar to that of P. li, humii^ making a ball-nest 
of grass lined with hair and placed on a bank under the shelter of 
a bush, fern or patch of grass. The eggs cannot be distinguished 
from those of Hume’s Willow- Warbler, Hartert gives the 
measurements of fifty eggs as follows : average 14-0 x 11*25 mm. : 
maxima 16*0 x 12*0 mm. ; minima 13*0 x 11*0 mm. 


lossible to use the name P. in&niatua of Blyth for 
not apply to this e'es ^ Blyth himself stated subsequently tliat it does 


* It is unfortunately im 
the Crowned WiUow-Warb 
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Specimens of birds nesting in Tibet and obtained in abraded 
breedip.g-plumage are very difficult to place, but seem to me to 
be of this race. In the South of Tibet and Sikkim there are no 
authentic records of its having bred but in Ladak and N.E. Tibet 
it is not uncommon, though apparently very local. These latter 
birds have hitherto been recorded as P. lwmi% but may possibly 
prove to be P. h. sxiperc^liosus. 

Habits. Similar to those of Hume’s Willow- Warbler. 


Genus ACANTHOPNEUSTE. 

Acantkopneusfe IBlasius, Naum. p. 313 (1858). 

Type, A. horeaUs (Bias.). 

The genua AcaniJiopneuste differs from PJiplloscopus, as already 
remarked, in having a larger and heavier bill and in having the 
nostrils overhung by hairs, -which grow right up to the culmen. 
There are seven species which occur in India, geographical races 
of which have hitherto been given the rank of species. In many 
cases species which have a race breeding in the far North and 
visiting India in Winter on migration have a representative race 
breeding in the Himalayas which is sedentary or only locally 
migratory. These are very close to one another in appearance, 
and, in consequence, records of occurrence, nidification, etc., are 
often very contradictory and puzzling. 

Ivey to Species, 

A, With no band on crown of head, 
a. Second primary about equal to sixth . . 
h. Second primary* between sixth and 

eighth. 

Wing-bars white or inconspicuous. . 

5'., Wing-bars yellow and conspicuous . 

c. Second primary about equal to tenth . . 

B. With a coronal band, 

d. Inner webs of outermost tail-feathers 

with no white edging or only slightly 
developed; second primary between 
sixth and eighth 

e. Inner webs of outer tail-feathers wholly 

white or with broad white edging; 
second primary between eighth and 
tenth 


A, borealisj p. 471. 

A, nittdus, p. 473. 

A. mayiurostriSf p. 476. 
A. lugvhris, p. 478. 

A, occipitalis, p. 479. 

A, ti'ochiloides^ p. 480. 


Acanthopneuste borealis. 

Key to Svbsjpeeies. 

A. Head and back the same olive-green; 

first primary generally under 11 mm. , . A.h. borealis^ p, 472* 

B. Head more grey and darker than back ; 

first primary generally over 11 mm A. b. xaiithodryas, p. 472. 
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(872) Acanthopneuste borealis borealis. 

The Aectic ‘Willow-Waeblbb.. 

Fhyllopnmsie borealis Bias., Naum., 1858, p. 313 (Lake Ochotska). 

Acmthopneuste borealis, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 412. 

Ternacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage, including exposed parts of 
wings and tail olive-green, a little lighter on the rump ; wing- 
coverts tipped with yellowish white forming two wing-bars, 
conspicuous in fresh plumage but inconspicuous in abraded 
plumage, the tips to the median coverts being olten completely 
worn away ; a well-defined supercilium from the nostrils to the 
nape yellowish white sometimes tinged with buff; lores and a 
line behind the eye dark brown ; ear-coverts olive-brown, mottled 
with yellow; under plumage yellowish white, deeper yellow in 
Winter than in Summer; flanks generally suffused with dusky; 
under wing-coverts and axillaries pale yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown ; bill, above 
dark brown tipped yellowish, below paler, the basal half almost 
orange-yellow ; mouth bright orange-yellow ; legs and feet flesh- 
colour or yellowish-fl.eshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 130 mm. ; wing 64 to 
72 mm, ; tail 45 to 51 mm , ; tarsus about 19 to 21 mm. ; culmen 
11 to 12 mm. ; first primary 9 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in Norway, North Eussia and Northern 
Asia to Dauria, Transbaikalia, Corea, Xlssuri-land to Kamchatka. 
In Winter South to Assam, Burma, Andamans, the Indo-Chinese 
countries and South China, etc. 

Nidiflcation. Breeds during June, making a domed, or semi- 
domed, nest of moss and dried grass lined with finer grass and 
placed. on the ground in deciduous forests. The eggs number five 
to eight, and are just like rather large eggs ot the Common 
Willow-Warbler. The ground-colour is pure white with numerous 
small specks of light reddish scattered over the whole surface. 
Hartert, quoting Pleske, gives the average size as 15’3 X 12‘3 mm. ; 
maxima 16*0 X 12*5 mm, ; minima 15*0 X 12 0 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of the W’lllovv-W'arbler. 

(873) Acanthopneuste borealis xanthodryas. 

The Japanese Auctio Willow-Wabbees. 

PkyUoscopus .vanthodi^yas Swinh., P. Z. S., 1863, p. 226 (Amoy). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the Arctic Willow- Warbler but darker 
and greyer on the head and generally much more yellow below. ■ 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the Arctic 
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"Willow- Warbler but the first primary is very much larger, 
measuring 11 to 16 mm., generally over 14 mm- 

Distribution. Breeding in Japan, the Kuriles and ? Kamchatka; 
South in Winter to South China, the ludo-Ciiinese countries and 
straggling into South Burma. 

Nidification. The nests of this Warbler are like those of the 
preceding bird, and I have one dutch of eggs which could not 
possibly be distinguished from those of that species, though they 
are larger. The majority of eggs in private collections taken by 
Alan 0\^st oil’s collectors are so large that they cannot be those of 
a Willow- Warbler and are probably those of the Japanese A\’'ren- 
Habits similar to those of the Arctic Willow- War bier. 

Acanthopneuste nitidus. 

Key to SiAhsjiecics^ 

A. Median wing-bar inconspicuous. 

а. Above light olive-green, below bright 

yellow n, nitidxis. p. 473, 

б. Above browner, below miicli less 

bright yellow A. virida?iit}t. p. 474. 

c. Bai'ker abo\e, more grey below A. m, plmnbeitcfrsus, p. 474. 

B. Median wing-bar very conspicuous ; 

a very dark bird A. fi. saturatffs, p. 475. 

(B74) Acanthopneuste nitidus uitidus. 

TbCB (jEBJEiy WlLliOW-WABBIiEB. 

Fhylloscopus nitidus Blyth, J. A. S. B., sii, p. 965 (1S43) (Calcutta). 
Acanthopneuste nitidus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 413. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage light olive-green, rather brighter 
on the rump ; lores and a Hue behind the eye dark brown ; 
supercilium bright yellow ; wings brown, the feathers edged with 
green like the back and with tw'o white or yellowish- white wing-bars 
formed by the tips to the coverts ; tail brown edged with greenish ; 
cheeks greenish yellow ; whole lower parts bright 3 ''ellow, the flanks 
greenish ; the axillaries and under wing-coverts pale bright 3 >'ello\v. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill horny-black above, 
yellowish-horny below ; legs and feet olive-grey. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 mm.; wing 59 to 
■64mm.; tail 44 to 48mm.; tarsus 19 to 20 mm.; culmen 10 to 
11 mm. Becond primary between sixth and seventh in length, 
sometimes equal to seventh. 

Distribution. Breeding m the Oaucasas, Trauscaspia, Bochara 
and Persia. Possibly also Afghanistan and the N.'VV". Frontier. 
In Winter to practically the whole of India as far East as Calcutta 
and Ceylon. I never met with it in Assam. 



474 


SYLVnM. 


Nidi&catioii. Nothing certain known. 

HaMts. Those of the genus. This bird seems, at all events in 
Winter, to frequent trees in preference to lower growths. 

(875) Acanthopneuste nitidus viridanus. 

The G-EEEiSrisH Willow- Waeblee 

Phyllosco][ms vindaims Blyth, J. A. S. B., xii, p. 967 (1843) 
(Calcutta). 

Acanthoimenste viridanus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 414. 

Vernacular names. Inmiite (Kacha Naga). 

Description. Similar to the Green Willow-Warbler but much 
browner above and much less yellow below ; the wing-bar on the 
median coverts is wanting and the second is often obsolete. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in A. n. nitidus ; 
wing 55 to 66 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in N.E. Europe, West Siberia to 
Turkestan, Tian-Schan, Tibet, Kashmir and Garbwal to Sikkim 
and Hills of Northern Assam. In Winter South to Assam and 
practically the whole of India and Ceylon with the exception of 
Sind and Western Bajputana. 

Nidification. This Warbler breeds in Kashmir and Garbwal 
from the middle of June to the middle of July, in Sikkim and the 
Assam Mountains from the end of May to June, whilst in Tibet 
few eggs will he found before July. The nest is a large untidy 
ball of grass and moss, mixed sometimes with a few roots and 
dead leaves. The lining is of hair, either of goats, yaks or horses, 
occasionally mixed with fur. The nest is always placed on the 
ground; generally on a steep bank in among jumper or other 
scrub, ferns or grass; occasionally quite in the open and once 
I found a nest in among mossy boulders on a road-side. The 
eggs, four in number, are pure white, of a soft texture and almost 
glossless ; thirty-six eggs average 16'3 x 11’9 mm. : maxima 16-8 x 
12*0 mm. and 16*0 x 12*6 mm. ; minima 13*2 X 10 3 mm. 

Habits. The Greenish Willow- Warbler is a bird of well-wooded 
areas, though during the breeding-season it may be found in open 
places if surrounded by woods. In Winter it keeps principally to- 
the higher branches of trees of some size, though the smaller 
Acacias which attract so many insects are a favourite resort. 


(S76) Acanthopneuste nitidus plumbeitarsus. 

MiLLEBrnoEEr’s Willow-Waeblee. 

Phylloscopus idumbeitarsus Swinh., Ibis, 1861, p. 333 (Taku and 
Peking). 

Acanthopneuste plumheitarms. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 414. 
Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. A darker bird above than A. n, virulaaiis and 
below more grey, Jess yellow. A few birds have faint signs 
of a bar on the median coverts but this is by no means 
constant and forms a very poor character for diagnosis. {Swinlioe’s 
type, which is in the British Museum collection, agrees perfectly 
with the Burmese specimens and not with the next race. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in A. n. nitidus. 

Distribution. Breeding in Transbaikalia to Ochotsk and N.W- 
China; in AViiiter to South China, the Indo-Chinese countries, 
Malay Peninsula. Burma and occasionally Assam. 

Kidiflcatiou. JNTests and eggs taken by Bybowski and Qodlewski 
during June and July in Transbaikalia were like those of the 
G-reemsh Willow- Warbler and the eggs measured between 15 x 
11*3 and 15*8x11*6 mm. 

Habits. Like those of the preceding race. Owing to the fact 
that our older writers on Indian birds did not realize that 
geographical races existed, there has been much confusion over 
records of the various subspecies of A. oiiUdiis and other Oriental 
'Willow-Warblers. This has been further complicated because, 
though each race has a fairly well-defined breeding-area, tlieir 
Winter haunts often overlap. The present Willow- Warbler is 
not found farther West in Winter than Assam, where it is fairly 
common in the Eastern portions and, again, {South in the Surma 
“Valley. In the Western districts of Assam and in Eastern 
Bengal the last race takes its place. 

(877) Acanthopneuste nitidus saturatus. 

The Annam Wiilow-Waubleh. 

A.canihopneuste nitidus satm'atus Stuart Baker, Bull. B. O. C., xliv, 
p. 62 (1924) (Daban, South Annam). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A very deep-coloured bird, with dark olive-green 
upper parts, brighter and greener on the rump ; the underparts 
very grey with yellow smears on the abdomen and breast; the 
wing-bars are much more conspicuous at all seasons than they are 
in any other race and are very white; the supercilium is very 
broad and very white. 

Colours of soft parts. “ lids dark ; maxilla blackish or dark 
brown ; mandible dull yellow or ochveous with a dark tip ; feet 
and legs brown, olive-brown or dark brown, sides ochreous*' 
(Robinson 4' Kloss). 

Measurements. Wing 56 to 62 mm. ; tail 40 to 44 mm. ; tarsus 
19 mm. ; culmen 9 to 10 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in Manchuria ; Winter, Annam, Tunnan 
and Northern Shan States. 

NidifiLcation. Unknown. 

Habits. Those of the other races. 
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(878) Acanthopneuste maguirostris. 

The Lakgb-billed Willow- Warbler. 

Phylloscopm maghiirostris Blytb, J. A. S. B., xii, p. 966 (1843) 
(Calcutta). 

Acanthtyjmeuate 'niagnirostns, Blauf. & Oates, i, p. 41o. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage dark olive-green, the head darker 
and more grey, the rump rather brighter ; wing-feathers brown 
edged with bright olive-green and with two yellowish or buSy- 
white wing-bars formed by the tips of the median and greater 
coverts ; the median bar seldom sliows at all within a very short 
time after the moult ; tail brown, edged with green on the outer 
webs and with narrow white edges to the tips of the inner webs ; 
supercilium yellowish white, broad and well defined; lores and 
behind the eye dark brown ; cheeks and ear-coverts mottled green 
and yeUowdsh ; lower plumage yellowish white, suffused with olive- 
grey on the breast and flanks ; axillaries and under wing-coverts 
greyish yellow. 



Figs. 77 and 78. — Bill and wing of A. maffuirois^r/\^. 


Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown ; bill, upper 
mandible dark horny with pale yellowish or fleshy edges, lower 
mandible fleshy-horny with dark tip ; legs and feet pale fleshy- 
plumbeous to deep fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 130 to 135 mm. ; wing 64 
to 72 inin. ; tail 46 to 53 mm. ; tarsus about 19 nun. ; culmen 
11 to 1^ mill. 

The second primary is intermediate in length between the 
seventh and eighth ; the first primary is very large. 

Distribution. Breeding from Kashmir, Ladak, Tibet to Kansu. 
In Winter South numerously to Eajputana, Central India, Behar, 
Bengal, Assam and Burma, less frequently still farther South to 
Central Burma. Hume records it from Tenasserim, but there 
are no specimens from that district in his collection. 

Hidification. The Large-billed Willow-Warbler breeds in great 
numbers during the months of June, July and August in South 
Kashmir, the Murree Hills, Simla States and Garhwal, between 
7,500 and 12,000 feet. The nest is a round ball of grass, rather 
loosely and untidily put together, more or less mixed with moss, 
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roots and steins o£ maiden-liair fern and lined willi grass alone or 
with a little hair mixed. It is placed on the ground or in a hole 
in the sloping bank of a ravine or some steep hill-side, a very 
favourite site being among the roots of a pine or other tree, often 
well inside a rather deep hole. The eggs, four or five in number^ 
are pure white, rather glossy and bigger tliaii those of any other 
bird of the genera Phylloscopus and Acanthoji}neiiste. Fifty eggs 
average 18*2 x 13*2 mm. ; maxima 20*0 X 13*9 mm. ; minima 16*0 x 
13-0 and 17*0 x 12-7 mm. 

Habits. The Large-billed Willow- Warbler is essentially a forest- 
bird, though it prefers such as have open glades and grassy spaces, 
where it haunts both the lower tangle of jungle and rocks and 
the higher trees. It has a clear, pretty little song of four notes, 
constantly repeated and almost more like that of a Bobin than 
that of a Willow-Warbler. It is generally found near streams and 
ravines through which a certain amount of water trickles. In 
the Cold Weather it is abundant over the greater part of N'orthern, 
India and Assam, becoming more rare in Southern India. 


(879) Acanthopneuste tenellipes. 

The Paee-IiEG-ged Willow-Wabbleb. 

Phi/lloscoinis tenellipes Swinh., Ibis, 1860, p. 53 (Amoy). 

Acanthopneuste tenellipes. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 416. 

VemacTilar names. IN’one recorded. 

Description. Tipper plumage, yvings and tail brown, tinged with- 
olive on the back, head and scapulars and suffused with ochraceous 
on the rump, upper tail-coverts and edges of the tail ; concealed 
portions of wing dark brown-; median coverts faintly, greater 
coverts more strongly, tipped w-ith buff, forming wing-bars; 
supercilium from the nostrils to the nape dark buff over the lores 
and paling behind the eye to white; lores and behind the eye 
dark brown ; ear-coverts mingled buff and brown ; below white, 
the vent and under tail-coverts yellow to buff, and the flanks and 
breast also tinged with this colour in varying degrees; under- 
wing-coverts and axillaries yellow to buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill above horny-brown, 
below fleshy-brown; legs and feet pale fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 130 mm. ; wing 59 to 
65 mm.; tail 40 to 46 mm.; tarsus 18 to 19 mm.; culmen 
9 to 10 mm. 

Young are very green above and brighter below. 

Distribution. Breeding in Amurland, North China, fHorea and 
Japan. In Winter South to China, Burma, Malay States and 
intervening Indo-Chinese countries. 

Hidification. The only known eggs of this species were taken 
by Alan Owston's collectors in Japan. They are pure white, 
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glosslesis and measure 14*9 x 12*0 and 15*0 x 12*0 uim. They were 
taken on the 12th May from a domed nest in a bank. 

Habits. Nothing recorded. 


(8S0) Acanthopneuste lugubris. 

The Dxjiiii GnfiBH Wiliow-Warbleh. 

Phifllopnemte Zz/;(7w6?'2«Blyth, A. M. N. H., xii, p. 98 (1843) (Calcutta). 

AcantJwpnemte lugub)'is. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 417. 

Yeruacnlar names. None recorded. 

Description. Very like A. magnirostris^ from which it differs in 
wing-formula. It is slightly darker and smaller ; the superciliary 
streak is less developed and is more greenish yellow, less buff. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Large-billed Willow-Warbler. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 mm.; wing 55 to 
■04 mm. ; tail 41 to 49 mm. ; tarsus about 18 to 19 mm. ; culmen 
9 to 10 mm. The second primary is intermediate between the 
ninth and tenth. 

Distribution. Breeding from Garhwal to East Tibet and N.W. 
China and the Tsinling Mts., also possibly Kashmir. In Winter, 
Eastern India, Assam, Burma, Yunnan, Annam, Siam, Malay 
States and South China. 

Nidification. Mr. S. L. Whymper took several nests of this bird 
in the Nila Valley in Garhwal in 1910, and later Mr, B. B. 
‘Osniaston found it breeding between 11,500 and 12,600 feet 
elevation in the Dhauli Valley of the same hills. A nest takeu by 
the latter in a crevice in the side of an old birch-tree, about six 
inches from the ground, was built of moss and lichen lined with 
felted moss mixed with a few hairs and feathers. It was well put 
together, domed, and was taken on the 26th June. The two 
eggs it contained were pure white and measured 15*7 x 11*7 mm. 
A nest and eggs sent me from Gyantse in Tibet resemble in every 
■respect those found by Mr. Osmaston. The eggs vary in size 
between 16-2 x 12*2 and 15*5 x 11*7 mm., and were taken on the 
28th June at an altitude of about 13,000 feet. 

Habits. In Summer this Willow-Warbler is found at great 
heights, seldom below 10,000 feet and in Tibet certainly up to 
15,000 feet. In Winter it wanders South in India into Bengal, 
Assam and Burma South to Tenasserim. The numerous records 
of its occurrence in the South and West are probably due to 
mistakes in identification, though it is almost certain to occur in 
the plains of the United Provinces. It is found during the 
breeding-season in forested country with open glades and gi’ass- 
covered hill-sides but in Winter in almost any kind of country 
provided there are sufficient trees- Osmaston says that its note 
is a loud Sparrow-like chirp, repeated several times in succession. 
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Acanthopueuste occipitalis. 

A. Above paler ; below yellowish, the under 

tail-coverts not contrasting with the 

abdomen A o. occipitalis, p. 479. 

B. Above darker ; vellow under t.iil-coverts 

contrasting witfi almost white abdomen . A. o. coronatusi, p. 480. 

(SSI) Acanthopneuste occipitalis occipitalis. 

The La.bge Crowned Willow-Warbler. 

Fhtfllopneiiste occipitalis Blyth, X A. S. B., xiv, p. ^98 (184o) 
(S. India). 

Acanthopneu^e occipitalis. Blanf. Sz. Oates, i, p. 41S, 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. An irregular coronal streak from the forehead to 
the nape yellowish grey ; a fairly well-delined pale yellow super- 
cilium to the nape ; remainder of the upper plumage olive-green, 
the head darker and more brown ; wing- feathers brown edged 
with olive-green and with yellow tips to the median and greater 
coverts forming two wing-bars, the former often slight and some- 
times absent ; tail brown edged with olive-green ; lores and 
feathers behind the eye brown ; ear-coverts and cheeks yellow 
mixed with dusky ; below yellowish white suffused with brown on 
the breast and flanks ; axillaries and under wing-coverts bright 
yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill horny or homy- brown 
above, below pale horny or yellowish ; legs and feet j^ale brown or 
plumbeous-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 135 mm. ; wing 58 to 
89 mm. ; tail 44 to 50 mm. ; tarsus 17 to 18 mm. ; culmen 11 to 
12 mm. ; second primary intermediate between sixth and seventh. 

Distribution. Breeding in Turkestan, Afghanistan, Kashmir and 
Grarhwal Hills. In Winter South to Travancore and Orissa in 
India; East to Bengal and rarely to Assam. 

Nidiflcation. The Large Crowned Willow-Warbler is an ex- 
ceedingly common bird from the North-West Frontier to Nepal, 
breeding during May and June between 6,500 and 9,000 feet. It 
makes a nest principally of moss, but sometimes mixed with a 
little hair, grass or fur. It is lined w'ith scraps of moss felted 
together in a pad which is sometimes mixed with the same 
materials. In shape it fits the hole in which it is placed, sometimes 
being cup-sbaped and at others domed or semi-domed, I he entrance 
to the hoUow being banked up with moss leaving a small circular 
hole for the birds to go in and out by. It may be placed in 
practically any hole in bank, wall, dead tree, living tree or even 
in an old building, whilst Eattray found it breeding under the 
eaves of bungalows in Murree. The nest is generally very well 
hidden but the birds are so noisy and demonstrative when it is 
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approached that it is easy to hnd it once one knows the habits of 
the birds themselves. The eggs number four to six and are pure 
white with a fair gloss. Fifty eggs average 16*4 x 12-7 mru, : 
maxima 18*0 x 13*0 and 17*3 x 13*2 mm. ; minima 16*0 x 12*0 and 
15*1 X 11*9 min. 

Habits. This Warbler is a bird of forests and well- wooded areas 
and where there are sufficient trees will come into gardens and 
compounds, being far more confiding and familiar in its ways than 
most Willow-Warblers. In Winter it is extremely common in 
the greater part of Northern India, and it has been found as far 
South as Travancore and is not uncommon in the Southern 
Bombay Presidency. I found it not rare over the whole of Assam 
during October and again in March, most birds passing through 
and not wintering in that Province. It is an extraordinarily active, 
energetic little bird, ever on the move and often fluttering into 
the air after passing insects and catching them on the wing like 
a Flycatcher. 

(882) Acanthopneixste occipitalis coronatus. 

Temmincjk’s CEOwivEn Wjulow-Waublee. 

Ficethikt coronata Temm. & Schl., Faun. Jap., Aves, p. 48 (1847) 
(flapan'). 

Acanihoimmite coronata, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 417. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to occipitalis but darker, especially on the 
head; below whiter with the under tail-coverts bright pale yellow, 
contrasting with the abdomen. 

Goloxors of soft parts and measurements. The same as in 
A, 0 , occipitalis. The second primary is intermediate between the 
seventh and eighth. 

Distribution. Breeding in East Siberia, Korea and Japan. In 
Winter South to China, Formosa, the Indo-Chinese countries to 
Burma, Manipur and Eastern Assam. 

Hidification. This Willow- Warbler breeds in Japan from the 
middle of May to the end of June, making a nest very similar in 
structure and site to that of the preceding race. It lays five to 
seven eggs, pure white and measuring about 16*6 x 12*6 mm. 

Habits. Those of the Large Crowned Willow-Warbler, but 
apparently not so confiding a fird and keeping further away from 
human habitations. 

Acanthopneuste trocbiloides. 

Key to Svh^ecies. 

A. Below yellow or yellowish white. 

a. Outer tail-feathers merely tipped and 
narrowly edged with white on the inner 

web A. t, troc7iiloides, p. 481. 
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h. Outer tail-feathers broadly tipped and 


edged with white A. t. harterti, p. 481 

r. Outer tail-feathers wholly white on inner 

web A.t dmnsoni, p, 482. 

B. Below white with an oily-green tinge. . . A, t, claibdies^ p. 483. 


(SS3) Acanthopneaste trochiloides trochiloides. 

Blyth's CnoTraBD 'Wilxow-WaebiiEe. 

Acanthiza trochiloides Sundev., Physio. Sdllskapets Tidsk., i (1838) 
(Calcutta). 

Acanthopneuste trochiloides, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 419. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to A. o. occipitalis but darker and greener 
than either that bird or A. o. coi'onaia, darker and more yellow 
below, smaller aud with a different wing-formula. The outer tail- 
feathers nearly always have a white tip and edge to tlie inner web, 
these white markings sometimes extending to the three outer 
pairs. 

Colours of soft parts as in o. ocdj^italis. 

Measurements. Total length about 120 mm. : wing 51 to 
61 mtu. ; tail 31 to 43 mm. ; tarsus 16 to 17 mm. ; culmen about 
9 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding from Afghanistan frontier through Grilgit 
and Kashmir to (3-arhwal, Nepal, Sikkim and Tibet. Winters in 
Bengal, Assam, Burma to Tenasserim. 

Nidiffcation. This Willow- Warbler breeds throughout the 
North-West Himalayas between 7,000 and 10,000 feet. Col. 
Kattray describes the nest aud eggs as being very similar to those 
of A. 0 . occipitalis^ but the birds are much more quiet and secretive 
and do not give away the site of their nest so readily. The eggs 
are pure white and twenty-five average 15’9 x 12‘0 mm. : maxima 
17*1 X 12-2 and 16*1 x 12*3 mm. ; minima 14*4 X 11-7 and 14'6 x 
11-2 nun. The birds breed during May, June and July. 

Habits. Those of the genus. So far as is recorded and 
according to my own experience, this Warbler is strictly arboreal, 
hunting for insects very high up in tall trees. I have never seen 
it hawking for insects on the wing, 

(884) Acanthopneaste trochiloides harterti. 

BaKBE’S 'WiIiLOW-WaEBBEE. 

Acanthoptieuste trochiloides harterti Stuart Baker, Bull. B. O. C., xxxi, 
p. 36 (1912)* (Khasia Hills, breeding). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to A. t. trochiloides ^ but in general colour 
darker and brighter ; the yellow bars broader aud more yellow ; 

Toil. II. 2 1 
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the white on the inner webs of the outer rectriees greater in 
extent, the outermost pair often having the whole inner web 
more or less white, mottled with pale brown. 

Colours of soft parts as in A, t. trochiloides, 
measurements. Wing 50 to 56 mm. ; tail 38 to 43 mm. ; 
tarsus about 17 to 18 mm. ; culmen about 9 mm. The second 
primary is intermediate between the 8th and 10th, sometimes 
equal to the 10th. 

Distribution. Breeding in the Mountains of Assam, South of 
the Brahmaputra, Manipur. La Touche’s “ disturlans” a winter 
bird found in Yunnan, appears to be the same as this. In Winter 
South to Bengal, Burma, Siam and Yunnan. 

Nidification. This little Warbler breeds throughout Assam 
South of the Brahmaputra and Manipur above 4,600 feet, making 
a beautiful little ball-shaped nest of green moss, mixed occasion- 
ally with hair and grass and lined with small soft feathers, silk 
cotton-down, or, less often, merely with a felt of moss-scraps. 
The greater number of nests are placed in banks in Pine-forests, 
and where the hole is at all deep the nest may be cup-shaped or 
only semi-domed. The birds are very noisy, and call repeatedly 
when one approaches the nest, so that it is impossible to miss it. 
The eggs number four to six and are pure white, though rarely a 
few faint specks of red are visible. Pifty eggs averageinmima, 
11*9 mm,: maxima 17’0xll‘6 and 16*1 x 13*0 mm.; 
13-6x10*9 mm. 

Habits. Those of A, t. trochiloides. This Warbler keeps in 
preference to open Pine-forests. It is resident all the year round 
in the bills, merely moving a little vertically with the season into 
the plains at the foot of them. 

(885) Acanthopnenste trochiloides davisoni. 

The Tbnassheim "WHiiEH-TJjiiHa) Wm.ow-WAEBMai. 

Acanthotmeuste damsoni Oates, N. & Eggs of Ind. B., i, p. 269 
(1889) (Muleyit), nom. nud. ; Oates, Eauna B. I., i, p. 420 (descr.) 
(1889). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from A, t, harterti in having the whole of 
the inner web of the outermost feather pure white and more white 
also in the next pair. It is darker and duller above, and has less 
yellow below. 

Colours of soft parts as in A, f. trochUMes, 

Measurements. Wing 47 to 52 (one, 66) mm. ; tail 36 to 40 
mm. ; tarsus 16 mm. ; culmen 8 to 9 mm. ; 2nd primary between 
9th and 10th. 

Distribution. Breeding in the Burmese Hills from Karenni to 
Tenasserim. One specimen from Yunnan collected by Forrest 
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has the whole inner web o£ the outermost tail-feathers white ; it 
has the underparts also like those of davisoni and not the silky, 
rather oily-green white of daudice. It is a December bird, ancl 
may possibly have wandered thus far. It may also extend to the 
Kachin Hills and Shan States. 

Nidifilcation. Nests and eggs taken in Tenasserim (Muleyit) by 
Davison in February and by my own collector in May were 
exactly like those of -4. t, Jiarterti. Other nests taken by 
Hiirington, Grant and Hopwood in the Bhamo Hills in April to 
-July were also similar but I have seen no specimens from these 
Hills and they may be referable to 7iartertl, though all three of 
these close observers are positive as to the identity of their birds 
with davisoni. The eggs are indistinguishable from those of the 
preceding bird. Like those they are more glossy and stout-shelled 
than any eggs of Munias, but less glossy, smooth aud stout than 
those of the genus Seicercus, 

Habits. Those of the species. 

(8S6) Acanthopneuste trocMloides claudiae. 

La T(>uoiib’s Yunxan TTillow-AVabbiiER. 

Aoanthopneuste trocldloides Claudius La Touche, Bull. B. 0, 0., xliii, 
p. 22 (11)22) (Yunnau). 

Yernactilar names. Noue recorded. 

Description. Similar to A. t, UocMloides, but practically white 
underneath, with just a tinge of oUy-green ; the under tail-coverts 
are yellow ; the wiiig-bars well developed, and the coronal streak 
-and superciiia conspicuous. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. I make this out a much smaller bird than 
La Touche does. His series of specimens in the British Museum 
ha\e wings ranging from 52 to 60 mm. 

Distribution. Yunnan only so far as is known at present. 

Kidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

Genus MHSCITREA 

Mitscitrea Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 121 (1843). 

Type, Tej^lirodornis grisola Blyth, 1843. 

The genus Muscitrea is one which it has been very difficult to 
place, in part owing to the plumage of the young bird not being 
known. Mr. B. B. Osmaston has now shown (Journal Bombay 
Nat. Hist. Soc. svii, p. 159) that the young is at no stage spotted 
or squamated, characteristics which at once prevent it being placed 
either in the 21uscicapid,ce or the Pericrocoiidce (Oampe^diagidco), 
As the young is paler, but brighter, than the adult, it appears best 
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suited by its other characters to a place in this family, though* 
even in this it is somewhat aberrant. 

In Mmcitrea the sexes are alike. The bill for a "Warbler is- 
exceptionally strong, deep and is much compressed laterally ; 
there are three strong rictal bristles and there are numerous 
supplementary hairs which overhang the nostrils ; the wing is 
long and the first primary large, exceeding in length half the 
second ; the tail is square. 

(887) Muscitrea grisola grisola. 

The GtEEY Fl<YOiLTOHBB-WA.EBLBIt. 

Te^hrodonviB grisola Blyth, J. A. S.B., xii, p. 180 (1843) (Malay 
Peninsula). 

Muscitrea grisola. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 31. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage, wings and tail rufous olive-brown, 
more ashy-brown on the crown and nape; the secondaries and- 
greater wing-coverts are edged with a more rufous-brown ; 


Pigs. 79 and 80.— Head and bill of Id. g. grisola. 

underparts white, the breast suffused ^nth ashy and the throat 
often mottled with ashy. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris reddish brown ; bill dark brown to- 
blackish ; mouth flesh-colour ; legs and feet horny-brown to* 
p lumbeous-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 160 to 170 mm. ^ wing 81 
to 89 mm.; tail 55 to 61 mm.; tarsus about 23mm.; culmen 
13 to 14 mm. 

The young birds are much more rufous and, even in adult birds,, 
the older seem to get greyer and paler than birds of the first 
year. 

Nestling. Still more rufous, the secondaries being almost 
w’holly of this colour and pure white below, 

DisMhuti(m. Andamans, Arrakan, Pegu, Tenasserim, Annam, 
Siam, Malay Peninsula and Islands, Java, Sumatra and Borneo. 

Nidification. According to Mr. Osmastonthis \l^arbler ‘‘breeds 
in May and J une and two eggs only are laid. The nest is rather 
a thin, flimsy cup-shaped structure made of roots, which are 
attached by cobwebs to ther twigs supporting it. The eggs could. 
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ibe seen from below tliroiigli the nest, which uulined and 
somewhat re.sembled that of a Bulbul. The nests were all in 
small trees from 0 to 12 feet from the ground- The eggs are 
slightly sylossy, dark cream or pale cafe-ait-lait spotted with dark 
yellowish brow n or sepia. The spots are rather small and not 
numerous, and they tend to form a zone towards the big end. 
The eggs remind one a little ofc* those of Uhlpidura alhicollis. They 
varj veiy little in size, the mean of S eggs being *85" x *02".*’ 
Habits. Not uncommon round about Port Blair, frequenting 
there, as elsewdiero, open jungle and clearings in forest. It is said 
to be a quiet unobtrusive bird very like a Ply catcher or a Warbler 
of the genus Seicercua in its habits, sometimes catching insects on 
the wing and, at other times, on the branches and trunks of trees. 
Mr. Osmaston says that it has a fine loud whistle which it repeats 
three or four times or prolongs into one long note, followed by 
another either higher or lower in key. 

Genus SEICEECTJS. 

Seicercus tiw-aiiison, Class. Birds, p. 84 (1837). 

Type, Qnjpioloplta aiu'eicapUla—Sijlvia hitrkii Barton, 1835. 

The name (Jnjptoloplm Swainson, which occurs on p. 259, op. dt, 
cannot be used, as it is antedated by Seicercus on p. 84. Swainson, 
ill creating the name Cnjptoloplia^ merely says that he does so to 
replace the name Seicercus^ which might possibly be confused with 
iSeiiirus. This genus includes a large number of Oriental 
Warblers which superficially very closely approach the Fly- 
catchers ill appearance, more especially in the very great 
development of the frontal hairs. The young, however, are 
neither spotted nor squamated, but paler and even brighter than 
the adults, as is usual in the Sylviidce. 

In Seicercufs the bill is about half the length of the head, very 
broad and blunt ; the rictal bristles are gi’eatly developed and the 
supplementary hairs reach beyond the nostrils and, in some cases, 
almost to the tip of the bill ; the wing is rather rounded, the 
first primary small, the second and third graduated ; the tail is 
moderate, square or, occasionally, slightly forked. It has a 
partial Spring moult. The species are not migratory, though they 
move vertically to some extent with the seasons. 

Key to /Species, 

A. Entire lower plumage deep yellow. 

a. Jjateral hands on crown blackish; 
median hand well defined. 
a', A white ring round eye ; sides of 

head bluish grey S. (iffims, p. 486. 

b\ A. yellow ring round eye ; sides of 

head yellowish * JS. burT&ii, p. 487. 
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&, Lateral "bands on Lead asliy; median 


band ill-defined xanthoscMstm, p. 488. 

, Lower plumage not entirely yellow. 

c. Inner webs of outer tail-feathers white. 

d. Chin grey ; crown blackish /S. poliogenys, p. 491. 

d\ Chin, throat and upper breast grey ; 

crown chestnut S. castcmeoceps, p. 492. 

d. Inner webs of tail-feathers not white. . S. cantator, p. 492. 


(888) Seicercus affinis. 

The Allied Fltcatcheh-Waeblbe. 

Ahrornis affinis (Hodgs.) Horsf. & Moore, Cat., i, p. 341 (1854) 
(Nepal). 

Cryptohypha affinis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 422. 

YerxLacTilar names. InsTmsIiia-gatk (Kacha JSTaga). 

Description. Centre of crown from forehead to nape bluish 
grey ; sides of crown and nape black ; lores y’-ellowish green, 
almost white above ; supercilium bluisli grey, tinged with green ; 
a ring round the eye white, interrupted above by a black patch ; 
upper plumage and visible portion of wings bright olive-green ; 
the greater wing-coverts tipped yellow ; tail olive-green, the two 
outer pairs of tail-feathers white on the greater portion of the 
inner webs ; sides of the head bluish grey ; entire lower plumage, 
axillaries and under wing-coverts bright yellow ; flanks tinged 
with olive, never very pronounced. 

The third pair of tail-feathers occasionally have a spot of white 
at the tip of the inner w^eb. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel ; bill above horny-brown, 
below yellowish flesh-colour to yellow ; legs and feet horny-yellow 
to yellowish-fleshy, claws darker. 

Measurements. Total length about 110 mm. ; wing 52 to 58 
mm. ; tail 42 to 45 mm. ; tarsus about 18 mm. ; culmen 9 to 
10 mm. 

Distribution. Sikkim to East Assam, North and South of the 
Brahmaputra, Chin and Kachin Hills and Annam {^omlaris Eob. 
& Kloss, ‘Ibis,’ 1919, p. 448). 

Hidiflcation. The Allied Flycatcher-Warbler breeds from the 
middle of April to the middle of June, from 4,000 feet up to about 
7,000 or perhaps 8,000 feet, making a beautiful domed nest of 
green moss, sometimes mixed with a few roots and bits of dead 
leaf. The lining is of moss, well felted together and nearly always 
with a dense over-lining of cotton-down or vegetable-silk. Most 
nests are placed on the ground on mossy banks or the sides of 
ravines in Evergreen or Pine forests hut occasionally it is built 
in among the living moss growing on some fallen log or dead stump. 
The eggs, which number four or five, are pure white, moderately 
glossy and rather fragile. Thirty eggs average 15-4 x 12-4 mm. : 
maxima 16*3 x 12*7 and 15*3 x 13*1 mm. ; minima 14*1 x 12*1 mm. 



SEICEBCUS. 


487 


Habits. In the Cold Weather months this little Warbler keeps 
principally to tree-forest or to mixed giant bamboo and tree- 
jungle, but in Summer it resorts more to the scrub and under- 
growth in dense humid evergreen forest. It is an intensely 
active, energetic little bird; now catching insects on the wing 
from some fixed perch like a Flycatcher, now bustling in and out 
of branches and foliage, hunting every leaf and every cranny in 
the bark for spiders and ants. It is practically never still, except 
when singing its sweet little song and, even then, it expresses its 
surplus energy in quivering wings and pulsating throat. It 
displays, like all the species both oE this genus and Abrornis^ by 
fluffing out all its feathers, spreading its tail and wing, whilst it 
cowers low down on some small branch close to the female ; then 
suddenly it stands erect and bursts into song; sings rapidly for 
a minute or two and then repeats the display. It is a Yery bold 
little bird and seems to have no fear of man, although, from its 
habits, it comes little under observation. 


Seicercus burkii. 

Ke]/ to Subspecies. 

A. Coronal streak and sides of the head 

green, hardly tinged with grey S h. burJcit, p. 487. 

B. Coronal streak and sides of the head 

grey, hardly tinged with green .... S. b. tephrocephalus, p. 488. 

(SS9) Seicercus burkii burkii. 

The Black-beowed FiiTCatohee-Waeblee. 

Sylvia burkii Burton, P, Z. S., 1835, p. 163 (Himalayas). 

Ct'i/ptolopha burkii. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 424. 

Vernacular names. Inshuskia-yadeba (Kacha Naga). 

Description. Bifiers from S. affinis iu having a yellow ring all 
round the eye ; the central coronal streaks and sides of the head 
are green, much the same in tint as the upper parts and in but few 
cases faintly tinged with grey; the lateral coronal bands are a 
browner black and are not carried so far down the nape; upper 
parts a lighter olive-green and low^er parts more tinged with 
orange. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; upper mandible horny- 
brow'ii to almost black, lower mandible yellow-horny; legs and 
feet pale horny-yellow^ 

Measurements. Total length about 110 to 115 mm. ; wing 55 
to 60 mm. (one 63 and two specimens 62 mm.); tail 45 to 
46 mm. ; tarsus about 18 mm. ; culmeu about 10 mm. 

Distribution. Himalayas from extreme North-West and 
Kashmir to Manipur, and Hills South and East of the Brahma- 
putra. 
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NidifLcation. The Black-browed Plycatcher-Warbler breeds in 
Assam from early April to the end of May, making a nest very 
similar to that o£ JSeicercus affinis, but dispensing with the soft 
inner lining of vegetable-silk or cotton. It is nearly always 
placed on the ground and only exceptionally on dead trees and, 
even then, always quite close to the ground and carefully concealed. 
The eggs cannot be distinguished from those of the last bird but 
average a good deal larger. Forty eggs average 16*1 -x 12*3 mm. : 
maxima 16*7 X 13*1 mm. ; minima 15*9 x 11*8 mm. 

In Assam it breeds from 4,500 to 7,000 feet, but in Sikkim 
Mr. Osmaston found it breeding in July at 6,500 feet, and 
Mr. H. Stevens thinks it breeds up to at least 9,000 feet. 

Habits. Similar to those of the preceding species. 

4 

(890) Seicercns burkii tephrocepbalns. 

AKSEBBOS’S EliTOi-tEOHEB-WABBIiEB. 

Ctdicipeta tephrocephalus Anderson, P. Z.S., 1871, p. 218 (Bhamo). 

Ciyptohpha tepJirocephala. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 423. 

Yernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Very close in general appearance to S. qffinis but 
with the yellow eye-ring of S. 6. hurJcii ; the underparts also are 
similar to those of 8, 6. hwrkii. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last. 

Measurements. Total length about 116 mm.; wing 51 to 
58 mm.; tail 42 to 44 mm.; tarsus about 18 mm.; culmeii 
about 11 mm. 

Distribution. Hills of Burma from Chin Hills to Shan States, 
the Southern limits are not knoum. 

Nidification. Capt. F. E. W. Venning found this bird breeding 
at Haka, Chin Hills, in May, and Col. H. H. Harington obtained 
nests and eggs in the Bhamo Hills in the same month. The nest 
differs from that of 8. 6. 'burhii in being outwardly composed 
principally of coarse grass ; the lining is of moss and down, as it is 
in the nest of that bird and the sites selected are similar, but the 
ground is more often covered with dead grass and bracken than 
with moss. 

It apparently breeds between 4,000 and 7,000 feet. 

The eggs are undistinguishable from those of 8. 6. lurJdi. 

Habits are those of the species. 

Seicercns zautlioschistus. 

Hodgson’s description of this bird is from specimens from 
Nepal, whilst Brooks describes OryptolopTui (= Seic&rcus) jerdoni 
as the Eastern representative of (eanthoschi^tus. This latter bird is, 
however, the true Eastern form, and Brooks compared his 
specimens with Kashmir birds instead of Nepal ones as he should 
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have done. His name jerdoni therefore becomes merely a 
synonym of omnilioscJiistus, The next name applied to the 
Western race is that of Ahrornis alhompereiliaris of Adams, used 
in his “List of the Birds of Kashmir/’ P. Z. S. 1859, p. 1S2, and 
applied to this form by Jerdoii in his ‘ Birds of India/ li, p. 202, 
and sufficiently described therein. The Eastern form will there- 
fore bear Hodgson’s name Seicerciis .vantlioschistus a:atif7iosc7iistifS, 
w’hilst the Western form must be called S. .i*. alhosiqyerdliaris. 


Key to Sicbspecies. 

A Barker everywhere; cheeks blackish 

brown S, ar. .ra?it7iosc7nsfns, p. 489. 

B. Paler e very wdi ere; cheeks grey-brown S, x. alhos\q)erciliarU,y>, 490. 


(891) Seicercus zanthoschistus xanthoschistus. 

The GtEet-headed Warbler, 

Khyllopneuste xant]iosc7iistQ8 Ilodgs., Gray, Cat. B. & M. Nepal and 
Tibet, p. 151 (1846) (Nepal). 

Oi'yptolopJiajenlmi, Blant*. & Oates, ii, p. 425, 

Vernacular names. Ins7ius7iia (Kacha Naga). 

Description. Porebead, crown, nape, mantle and back ashy- 
grey, the centre of the crown paler and the sides verj" distinctly 
darker, almost blackish brown; scapulars, rump and upper tail- 
coverts yellowish olive-green; tad brow'u edged with green and 
with the inner w^ebs of the two outer tail-feathers vvhite ; a white 
supercilium from the nostrils to the nape ; lores and behind the 
eye blackish browm ; edges of the eyelids, above and below’, white ; 
sides of the head and neck grey ; below from chin to vent bright 
yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill above dark horny- 
brown, below yellow or homy-yellow ; legs horny-yellow, 
yellowish-fleshy or, according to Oates, plumbeous, soles yellow, 
claw’s horny-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 100 mm.; wing 45 to 
54 mm., generally under 53 mm.; tail 34 to 41 mm.; tarsus 
about 19 mm. ; culmen 9 to 10 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal, East to the extreme East of Assam, both 
North and South of the Brahmaputra and the Chin Hills, where 
it has been obtained in the higher ranges about Mount Yictoria. 

Nidification. This pretty little Warbler breeds in the Assam 
Hills in April, May and June, occasionally having a second brood 
in July-August, Over most of its range it breeds betw’een 3,500 
and 6,000 feet but in the Lakhimpur District it breeds at about 

1.000 feet upwards. In this corner of Assam, doubtless due to 
the nearness of the snowy ranges on either side of the valley, the 
avifauna at 1,000 feet is much the same as it is elsew’here at 

4.000 feet or even higher. The nest is a lovely little ball of vivid 
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green moss, very densely lined Mnth soft vegetable silk or cotton,, 
the favourite material being the silk from the pods of the cotton- 
tree. The nest is placed on the ground or low down in among 
the moss on some boulder or old stump and is very hard to find. 
I found one beautiful cup'shaped nest fixed in a fork of a fallen 
branch but this type of nest is quite abnormal. The eggs 
number four and are pure white, generally fairly glossy, in shape- 
being rather pointed, broad ov^s. llfty eggs average 15-7 x 
11'9 mm.: maxima 16‘2xl2“0 and 16‘2xl2'2 mm.: minima 
14-1 xlO‘6 mm. 

The eggs of this species are the most fragile and least glossy of 
the eggs of this genus. 

Habits. The Grey-headed Warbler is confined entirely during 
Summer to dense forests, either Evergreen or Pine and Eir, but 
in Winter may be found often in bamboo-jungle and in the 
secondary growth which grows up in deserted cultivation. It is a 
lively, cheerful, little bird, catching insects both on the wing and 
among the branches of trees at all heights from the ground. It 
has a pretty trilling little song and has a habit of constantly 
spreading its tail-feathers to show the white of the inner webs. In 
the breeding-season it accompanies this action with a puffing out of 
all the body-feathers, drooping and shivering its wings at the- 
same time. It descends to the foot-hills and the adjacent plains 
in Winter, at which season it is found all over Assam. 

(S92) Seicercus xanthoschistus albosuperciliaris. 

The Kashmir Gbey-headeu Wahblbb. 

Ahrovnis atbomperciliaris Jerdon (Adams, B. of Cashmere, P. Z. S., 
1859, p. 18 l 0, B. of India, ii, p. 202 (1863) (Kashmir). 

Cryptolopha xmithoscMsta. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 425. 

Vernacular names. Kone recorded. 

Description. Similar to the last bird but much paler, the sides 
of the head are grey-brown instead of blackish-brown, and the- 
whole upper surface, wings and tail are paler both on the grey and 
on the green parts. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird. 

Measurements. Total length about 105 to 110 mm.; wing 
53 to 59 mm.; tail 43 to 46 mm.; tarsus about 19 mm.; 
culmeu 9*5 to 10*5 mn. 

Distribution. Prom Garhwal and possibly the extreme West 
of Nepal to the extreme N.W. Prontier, Baluchistan, Afghanistan,, 
and Ladak. 

Hidification. Similar to that of the preceding race, but it is an 
earlier breeder, commencing to build in the end of March. The 
nests only differ in their lining, which consists of, &st, goats’ hair 
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or some similar material, and then wool. The eggs only diffei* 
in being larger and broader, averaging for fifty eggs 15-9 X 
12*5 mm.; maxima 17*0x13*3 mm.; niiuiina 14*9x12*0 nun. 
In Kashmir and the yiiiila States they breed between 5,000 and 
8,000 feet, but in Garhwal Mr. S. L. IVhynjper found them 
breeding higher still. 

Habits. Those of the preceding bird, but wandering farther 
into the plains’ districts in Winter. It is common in the Korth- 
West Provinces and Punjab, and also wanders as far as the South 
of the United Provinces. 

(893) Seicercus poliogenys. 

The GitEY-CnEEKED EnYCATCIIER-WAIlBLEn. 

CuUcipeta j^oliogenyslMyth^ J. A. S. B.,xvi, p. 441 (1847) (Daijiling). 

Crgptolopha poliogenys. lilauf. & Oates, i, p. 426. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A ring nearly round the eye white; forehead, 
crown, nape and directly round the ring blackish-ashy ; a slightly 
paler coronal streak; lores, sides of head and neck dark grey, 
mottled with blackish ; lower cheeks and chin pale grey ; back 
to tail-coverts yellowish olh e-green ; wings brown, edged narrowly 
with olive-green and with a band of yellow formed by the tips of 
the greater coverts ; tail brown, the three outer pairs of feathers 
almost wholly white on the inner webs; lower plumage and 
axiUaries bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; upper mandible dark 
brown, lower mandible yellow or horny-yellow; legs and feet 
pale yellowish brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 115 mm.; wing 50 to 
55 mm.; tail 40 to 42 mm.; tarsus IS min. ; culraen 9 mni. 

Distribution. Nepal to the extreme East of Assam, North and 
South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur, Yunnan. 

NidifLcatiou. This Plycatcher-Warbler breeds during May and 
June between 4,000 and 8,000 feet both in Evergreen and in 
Pine forests, though it seems to prefer the former. The nest is 
typical of the genus, a green ball of moss, but in this species the 
lining is of moss-scraps and moss-roots worked into a sort of felt, 
sometimes an inch or more thick. It is nearly always placed on 
the ground, though a few are built against rocks and trees. The 
eggs, four in number, are white, more glossy than most and ai'e 
rather broad ovals in shape. Forty eggs average 15*8 x 12*5 mm. : 
maxima 18*0 x 12*3 and 16*3 x 13*0 mm. ; minima 15*0 x 11*2 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. It is found principally between 
3,500 and 8,000 feet and is very sedentary, moving very little 
with the seasons and not wandering into the Plains like most of 
the other Flycatcher-Warblers iu Winter, 
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(894) Seicercus castaneoceps castaneoceps. 

The Chestnut-hba.3>ed 'Flycatcwr-W a'rblbji, 

Abromis castaneoceps Gray, Cat. M. & B. Nepal, pp. 66, 162 (1846) 
(Nepal). 

Cryptolopha castamiceps, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 427. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead and crown bright chestnut; lateral 
band of black, commencing above the eye, where it is much 
suffused with chestnut and broadening on the nape; between 
these bands on the nape and edging it on either side, whitish ; a 
ring round the eye white ; next this ring blackish ; lores and 
sides of head and neck slaty-grey ; back and scapulars olive-green, 
greyish on upper back; rump and upper tail-coverts bright 
yellow ; tail dark brown, edged with greenish and the two outer 
pairs of feathers largely white on the inner web ; wings brown 
edged with greenish and the coverts tipped with yellow, forming 
two wing-bars ; chin, throat and breast grey, fading to white on 
the centie of abdomen ; flanks, sides of abdomen, vent and under 
tail-coverts bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill above bright dark 
brown, below yellow ; legs and feet pale horny-brown or 
yellowish brown ; claws darker ; soles greenish yellow ” (Scully), 

Measurements. Total length about iOO mm.; wing 47 to 
63 mm. ; tail 36 to 40 mm. ; tarsus about 17 min. ; culmen 8 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, Assam, Manipur, Chin and 
Kacliin Hills, North and South Shan States. 

Nidification. Quite typical of the genus. The nest is the 
usual domed affair of green moss placed on the ground, but the 
lining is always of the softest vegetable-cotton and very thick. 
They breed in April, May and June between 3,000 and 8,000 feet 
laying four, white eggs, well glossed and with a stout texture. 
Fifty eggs average 14*6 x 11*6 mm. ; maxima 16*0 x 12*0 and 
15*4 X 12*2 min. ; minima 13*6 x 12*0 and 13*8 X 10*9 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

(895) Seicercus cantator. 

TiOKELIi’s FtYOjLTCHER-WAKBlEE. 

Motacilla cantator Tick., J. A. S. B., ii, p. 576 (1833) (Borabhum, 
Bengal). 

Cryptolopha cantator, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 427. 

Cryptolopha fu.lm\}entris, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 428. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A median coronal streak of olive-yellow, reaching 
to nape, on which it is almost pure yellow ; forehead and broad 
lateral coronal bands brownish black ; a line throagh the eye dark 
brown ; lores, supercilinm, ear-coverts, cheeks, chin, sides of neck, 
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throat and upper breast bright jellow; upper plumage rather 
light olive-green ; wings brown edged witli green and greater 
coverts tipped pale yellow, forming a wing-bar ; tail brown, the 
feathers edged green and all but the centre pair inwardly tipped 
with pale yellowish ; lower breast and centre of the abdomen white, 
often with a tinge of pale lemon-yellow; flanks and sides of 
abdomen pale grey; vent and under tail-coverts bright pale 
yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown ; upper mandible 
light horny-brown, lower mandible pale fleshy- or wax-yellow; legs 
and feet fleshy-yellow or pale horny-yellow. 

Measurements. Total length about 100 mm. : wing 53 to 
67 mm. ; tail 37 to 40 mm. ; tarsus about 17 mm. ; ciilmen about 
9 mm. 

Distribution. Sikkim to Assam and Chin Hills, Manipur, The 
type was obtained in Bengal, in the district of Borabhum, where it 
is spoken of as common ; it has also been obtained by Wardlaw 
Bamsay in the Karen Hills. 

Godwin- Austen’s type of G. fidviventey appears to be nothing 
but this bird, from which the carbolic acid has taken out all the 
yellow, exce[)t for traces on the wing-quills, chin and coronal 
streak. 

Nidification. Exactly the same as that of the preceding bird in 
every way. The birds breed from quite early in April throughout 
May and rarely in June. Eifty eggs average 14*5 x 11-9 mm.: 
maxima 15*5 X 12*3 and 14*9x12*7 mm. ; minima 13*1x10*8 mm. 

Habits. Unlike the last bird this species is very common 
throughout the Plains of Assam and Bengal and even Behar in 
"Winter. At this season it deserts the heavier evergreen forest 
and is found in thin deciduous forest, orchards and occasionally in 
compounds and gardens. It is a very lively little bird, not only 
spreading its tail like other birds of the genus but flicking it 
upwards like some of the species of Adrornis do. 


Genus ABBOKNIS. 

Ahrornis Hodgs., in Gray’s Zool. Misc., p. 82 (1844). 

Type, Ahyornis schistice^^s Oates, Eauna B. I., Aves, i, p. 429. 

The genus Ahrornis differs from Seicercm only in having ten 
tail-feathers instead of twelve. It is curious that this difference 
in structure is accompanied by a remarkable difference in the 
nidiflcation also. 


Key to Sjpecies. 

A. Back and scapulars greenish or yellowish. 

а, Chiu and throat white, with no black bases. A. supercilians, p. 494. 

б. Chin and throat bright yellow A, schisticeps, p. 496. 
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c. CMn and throat white, with black bases 

to the feathers. A alhogulai'iSf p. 498. 

B. Back and scapulars ashy-grey * A. Jlavogularis, p. 499. 

Abromis superciliaris. 

Key to Svbspedes. 

A. Above yellowish green. 

Crown dull yellowish green A, s, Buperoiliat'is, p. 494. 

6. Whole crown brownish green . . . A. s. salwine^ms, p. 495. 

B. Above much darker olive-green A. s. Bchwamri^ p. 496. 


(896) Abrornis superciliaris superciliaris. 

The TbLLOW-BELLIED rLTOATCHEE-WAEBLBR. 

Abrcrnis mpercilia^'ts Tickell, J. A, S. B., xxviii, p. 414 (1859) 
(Himalayas, now restricted to Sikkim) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 429. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores and behind the eye dark brown; a broad 
white supercilium from the nostrils to the nape; forehead 
brownish grey changing to oily yellow-green on the crown and 
remainder of upper plumage; wing-coverts brown edged with 
the colour of the back ; q^uills blackish edged narrowly with pale 
olive-green ; tail brown, edged outwardly with olive-green and 
•inwardly with cinnamon; ear-coverts and cheeks mottled dark 
and pale grey; chin, throat and upper breast silky -white ; 
remainder of lower plumage bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill dark homy-brown 
above and at the tip, yellowish plumbeous on the base of the 
lower mandible ; feet fleshy-yellow'. 

Measurements. Total length about 110 mm.; wing 46 to 
■52 mm. ; tail 42 to 43 mm. ; tarsus about 18 mm. ; culmen 
11 to 12 mm. 

Distribution. Sikkim to Eastern Assam, north of the Brahma- 
putra. 

Dfidiflcation. G-ammie took a nest and three eggs of this bird 
in Sikkim at a little under 2,000 feet elevation. The nest of 
bamboo-leaves and pine-roots was placed inside a bamboo resting 
on one of the nodes, above which someone had cut a hole in 
the bamboo. The eggs were pinky-white, densely freckled at the 
large end and less so elsewhere wdth reddish brown and purple. 
They were taken on the 15th June, and one egg measured 
15-5 X 10*9 mm. 

Habits. This little Ely catcher- War bier is found between the 
foot-hills and about 4,00() feet elevation, wandering into the plains 
of Bengal and Assam in Winter. It keeps very much to thin 
forest, secondary growth and bamboo-jungle, and is very partial 
to the banks of tiny streams. It is a lively, active little bird, 
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with a sweet, though very shrill little song. It appears to catch 
its insect-food almost entirely on the wing. 

(897) Abrornis superciliaris salwinensis. 

The Burmese Yellow-bellied Fltcatcheb-AVabblbs. 

Abrornis superciliaris salwinensis Stuart Baker, Bull. B. 0. 0., 
xliv, p. 62 (1024) (Salween). 

Vemacular names. Daotisha mini (Cachari). 

Description. Differs from A. s. sujierciliaris in having the whole 
■crown brownish grey and the upper parts a trifle darker, more 
green, less yellow. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 44 to 51 mm. ; tail 39 to 42 mm. ; 
culnien about 11 inm. 

Distribution. Hills of Assam, South of the Brahmaputra, 
all Burma to Yunnan, and south to the northern portions of 
Tenasserim; iXorthern Siam. 

Nidification. This race of Yellow-bellied Flycatcher breeds 
from about 1,000 feet, or lower at Margherita, up to some 
5,500 feet during April, May and early June. The nest is 
nearly always placed in a dead bamboo, very rarely in a hole in 
a small branch of a tree ; it is made of any dry material such as 
bamboo-leaves, bamboo-fibre, other leaves and roots, over which 
is always placed a pad of felted green moss, from one to six 
inches deep. The eggs vary from three to five, and are of two 
types, one white, boldly spotted everywhere with reddish brown, 
the other pale pink, the whole surface covered with minute 
freckles of darker brick-pink, so closely that they appear to be 
iinicoloured glossy pink eggs. Intermediate types occur only 
seldom but in the pink eggs a ring of darker tint at the larger 
end is not rare. Thirty eggs average 13-2x ll'o mm. : maxima 
16*3 X 11*5 and 16*0 x 12*2 mm. ; minima 14*5 x 11*5 and 
15*0 X 11*1 mm. 

Habits. This is a very common little bird in the Assam Hills, 
wandering well out into the plains in Winter and being found 
up to 6,000 feet in Summer. It is a fascinating little bird to 
watch, very confiding and never still except when uttering its 
pleasing little song. It catches its insect-food almost entirelj^ 
on the wing, looking much like a butterfly as it flutters in the 
air. 


(898) Abrornis superciliaris schwanerL 

The Bobtstbait Yellow-bellied Flyoatcheb-AVabbleb. 

Abrornis schtoanet'i Blyth, ex Temm. MS., p, 169 (1870) (Ban- 
jermassing, Borneo). 

Vernacular names. Hone recorded. 
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Description. Very much darker above than either o£ the two- 
preceding races. Whole crown dark brownish olive, and the 
upper plumage dull olive-green rather than yellow-green. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black, bluish at 
base of lower mandible ; legs and feet greenish yellow. 

Measurements. Wing 51 to 56 mm. ; tail 37 to 44 mm. ; tarsus 
about 19 mm. ; culinen about 10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. Southern Peninsula, Burma and Siam, Malay 
States, Borneo and Sumatra. 

Nidification. In Marc!) 1878 Col. T. C. Bingham took a nest of 
this Warbler in Tenasserim. It was built of fibres inside a 
bamboo which bad been cut down but left standing against the 
clump ; the entrance was merely the irregular hole made by 
the chance cut of the dao by some one in cutting the bamboo down. 
It contained three eggs, pinkish white with pinkish-claret spots, 
and measuring *57 X *42, ‘59 x *42 and *59 x *44 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of the preceding bird. During the 
breeding-season it keeps much to forest and bamboo-jungle but 
in Winter may be seen in any well-wooded country. 

Abromis schisticeps. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Yellow of throat extending to the breast. . A, s. schisticeps , p. 496. 

B. Yellow not extending to the breast. 

а. Breast grey, contrasting with throat. ... A,s. ripponi, p. 497. 

б. Breast white, not contrasting with throat A. s,fla’vimentalis^ p.497. 

(S99) Abrornis scMsticeps schisticeps. 

Thb Black-iaohd I'ltoaxoheb-Waebijbh. 

Cidicipeta schisticeps Hodgs., Gray, Oat. M. & B. Nepal, p. 67 (1846) 
(Nepal). 

Abrorms schisticeps. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 430. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores, round the eye and a line across the fore- 
head black ; forehead above this black line and broad supercilium 
to the nape bright deep yellow; crown, nape, hind neck and 
upper back slaty grey-blue ; upper plumage and visible wing- 
coverts olive-green, rump brighter and more yellow ; wing-quiUs 
dark brown, edged with green; tail brown, the feathers edged 
with green, the two outermost pairs white on the inner webs ; 
chin, throat, upper breast, flanks and under tail-coverts bright 
yellow, paling to white on the centre of the abdomen and vent. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill dark horny above, 
pale below ; legs and feet pale yellowish brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 100 to 105 mm. ; wing 
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40 to 48 nini.; tail 40 to 42 mm,; tarsus about 17 mm.; culiiieu 
9 to 10 mm. 

The young bird is very pale, but not conspicuously brighter. 

Distribution, ^epal, Sikkim and Assam, North ol: tlie Brahma- 
putra. 

Nidification. Gammie obtained a nest o£ this species in Sikkim, 
at about 5,500 feet, on the 26th May. The nest, \^hieh consisted 
merely of a pad of dead bamboo-leaves, was placed in a natural 
hole, about five feet from the ground, in a small tree standing in 
an open space in forest. It contained five eggs, dull pinkish 
white in ground-colour profusely speckled and blotched with 
reddish. The five eggs varied in length between 14*2 and 
14*5 mm., and in breadth between 10*4 and 10*7 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus but, perhaps, keeping more to- 
forest or ro thick secondary growth mixed with bamboo-jungle. 
Like the other birds of this genus it has a very sweet little song. 


(900) Abromis scMsticeps ripponi. 

SitAEPE’s FLyCATCHEE-VAEBLEE. 

Cnfptolopha npponi Shai*pe, Bull. B. 0. C., xiii, p. 11 (1902) (Gyi- 
dzin-Sclian, Yunnan). 

Veruacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Yellow of throat well-defined and not extending 
to the breast, which appears always to be more grey, sharply 
contrasting with the yellow throlit ; the remainder of the lower 
parts are white or greyish white, rarely suffused with a little 
yellow. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. "Wing 50 to 51 mm. ; tail 44 to 46 mm. ; tarsus 
about 17 mm, ; culmen 7 to 8 mm. 

Distribution. Yunnan and Shan States. 

Hidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

(901) Abrornis scMsticeps flavimentalis. 

The Chin Hiels Black-paced Fltoatchbr-Waeblee. 

Ahromis schisticeps flavimentalu Stuart Baker, Bull. B. 0. 0., xliv, 
p. 63 (1924) (Mt. Victoria). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to A, s. scliisticeps^ but with the yellow 
much paler and confined to the chin and throat, merely showing 
as a trace on the breast and flanks. 

Colours of soft parts as in A. s, schisticeps, 

TOL. II- 2 K 
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Measurements. Wing 46 to 48 mm. ; tail 40 to 41 mm. ; tarsus 
about 17 mm. ; culmen 7 to 8 ram. 

Distribution. Hills of Assam, South of tlie Brahmaputra, 
Manipur and Chin Hills. 

Nidification. The only nest I have seen of this Warbler was 
placed in a small bamboo, one of several which had been cut down 
to repair a bridge and then left nearly upright against the clump. 
The nest was made of roots and fibres resting on one of the nodes 
and above this was a well-matted pad of moss, upon which lay 
four eggs. The entrance was a small cut made in the bamboo 
about a foot above the nest, just big enough to permit the bird 
to enter. The eggs. were exactly like those taken by Gammie 
oi A. s, schisticejps and varied m size between 15*4x11*3 and 
15*1 X 11*3 mm. They were taken on the 1st of May at about 
3,000 feet elevation. 

Habits. This Flycatcher-Warbler, though by no means shy, 
keeps much to open glades and river-sides in deep forest, or to 
bamboo-jungle with plentiful undergrowth. Tt is also a much 
more silent bird than most species of this genus. It thus escapes 
observation more than they do and probably appears to be more 
rare than it really is. 


(902) Abrornis albogularis albogularis. 

The White-theoated Fltoatohee-Waeblee. 

A6ro?-ms albogularis Moore, P.Z.S, 1854, p. 106 (Nepal); Blanf. 

& Oates, i, p. 430. 

Vernacular names. Daotislia mini (Gachari). 

Description. Forehead, lores, sides of the head and broad 
supercilia to the nape light chestnut ; sides of the crown above 
the supercilia black, centre of the crown and nape pale rufous- 
brown ; upper plumage and wing-coverts olive-green ; rump 
yellowish white ; wing-quills and tail-feathers brown, edged with 
green ; xjhin and throat white, the bases of the feathers black and 
showing through ; upper breast and flanks, axillaries, under wing- 
coverts and under tail-coverts yellow ; rest of underparts pure 
white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep brown or black ; bill tan- 
brown, rather darker above ; legs and feet fleshy-tan. 

Measurements. Total length under 100 mm. ; wing 43 to 
47 mm. ; tail 36 to 40 mm. ; tarsus about 16 mm. ; culmen 
7 to S mm. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, the whole of Assam, Manipur 
and Chin Hills. ^ 

Nidificatiou. In Sikkim this Warbler breeds in July but in 
the Hills of Assam most eggs are laid in April and early May. 
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Tliey breed from the level o£ the foot-hills up to nearly 6,000 feet 
but most immeroLisly between 2,000 and 4,000 feet. Like the 
other birds of this genus, they place their nests almost invariably 
in dead bamboos, the nests being merely pads of moss on the top of 
a few fibres, roots or leaves. As a rule, quite a small bamboo is 
selected, one more than three inches wide being exceptional, whilst 
the most popular site seems to be quite thm forest on the extreme 
edge of the denser kind. At other times little patches of thin 
scrub and bamboo-jungle are selected and, occasionally, even 
bamboo-clumps quite in the open. The eggs number three to 
five and show the same range of variation as the eggs of 
A. super cilia}'} s. Thirty eggs average 14*4 x 11* 5 mm.: maxima 
15'2 X 12*0 mm. ; minima 13*3 x 10*9 and 13*7 xlO-8 mm. 

Habits. Much the same as those of the rest of the genus, 
though this species seems to prefer scrub-jungle and bamboos to 
forest, spending much of its time in comparatively open country. 
I have seen it high up in big trees but, normally, it keeps 
principally to the lower growths. 

(903) Abrornis flavogularis. 

The TeLEOW-THBOATBD rErCArCHEIt-WAEBLEB. 

Ahromis Jlawgularis Godw.- Austen, J. A. S. B., xlvi, pt. ii, p. 44 
(1877) (Sadiya) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 431. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores blackish ; a superciliura from the forehead 
to the nape white ; forehead to crown dark ashy-brown, changing 
to ashy-grey on remainder of upper plumage ; wings dark brown, 
•edged with ashy olive-green ; tail brown, the two outer white on 
the inner webs and the next pair also edged with white ; sides of 
head mottled grey and white; chin and upper throat yellow; 
remainder of lower plumage greyish whire. 

Colonrs of soft parts. Bill “dark above, orange below” 
^(Oodw^-A'osten), 

Measurements. Wing 48 mm.; tail 36 mm. ; tarsus 19 mm.; 
culmen 9 mm. 

Distribution. One specimen only known from Sadiya. 

Hidifi-cation and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

Genus TICKELLIA. 

TickelUa Jerdon & Blyth, P, Z. S., 1861, p. 199. 

Type, T. Tiodgsoni Moore. 

This genus contains a single species only, similar to Ahrornh, 
but with a much bigger, blunter bill. The hairs over the bill are 
also of extraordinary length, extending beyond the tip. 

2 k2 
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(904) Tickellia hodgsoni. 

The Bboad-billed Blycatcher-Wabbler. 

Ahromis hodgmni Moore, in Horsf. & M., Cat., i. p. 412 (1854) 
(Sikkim). 

Tickellia JiodgsonL Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 432. 

Vemaciilar names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores and sides of the head dark ashy-grey; a 
faint short snpercilium pale grey ; forehead and crown chestnut ; 
upper plumage and visible portions of wings olive-green, tinged 
with yellow on the rump; tail dark brown edged with olive- 
green, the two outermost tail-feathers white on the inner webs ; 
chin, throat and upper breast grey ; remainder of lower plumage 
bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill horny-brown, paler and 
more yellow at the base ; legs pale yellow or flesh 3 »--horny. 



Fig 81, — Bill of T hodgsmi. 


Measurements. Total length about 100 mm.; wing 45 to- 
50 mm.; tail 39 to 44mm.; tarsus about 19 mm.; culmen 11 to. 
12 mm. 

Distribution. Sikkim. 

Nidification. A nest taken by Mr. B. B. Osinastou on the* 
6th June at an elevation of 6,800 feet in Sikkim is said to have 
been “ roughly egg-shaped yvith a hole 1^" in diameter near the 
top, and measures 6" in height by 8 ' in width. It is composed 
entirely of dry leaves, chiefly bamboo, witli a lining of black 
rhizomorph and, lastly, inside the latter, a second lining of soft 
dry bamboo-leaf.*' The eggs, three in number, were “ pale claret,, 
spotted, speckled and streaked, chiefly at the larger end, with 
darker claret markings." They measured *63" x '47" ( = 16*0 x 
ll'Qmm.). The nest was placed in a sapling, about 7 feet from 
the ground, in lofty forest. 

Habits. Tliis little Warbler is not migratory, being found 
throughout the year between 6,000 and 9,000 feet. Its note is a 
“ single long-drawn, very shrill whistle, followed, after an interval 
of ten seconds or so, by two notes, the second of w^hich is the* 
lower of the two.” It is a frequenter of deep evergreen forest 
and very little is known of its habits. 
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Genus SCOTOCERCA.. 

Scotoeerca Sundev., Meth. Av. Tent., p. 7 (1872). 

Type, S. inquieta, Cretz. 

The genus Scotoeerca Las two moults, the Spring moult being 
only a partial one. In general appearance the birds are very like 
small specimens ol: the genus Say a but the latter has a very 
oomplete Spring moult and has no long hairs overhanging the 
nostri is, a conspicuous feature in Scotocerea, The tail is slightly 
graduated and a little longer than the wing; the tarsi are long 
and, for a W arbler, rather strong. 

Scotoeerca inquieta. 

Malnrus inquietus Cretzsclim., in Rdpp., Atlas Vbg.. p. 55, pi. 3G, 
fig. 6 (1826). 

Type-locality : Arabia. 

(905) Scotoeerca inquieta striata. 

Thb Stbeaebs Sosub-'Wabbi.bb. 

Melizophilus striatus Brooks, Ibis, 1872, p. 180 (Punjab, India). 

Scotoeerca inquieta. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 432. 

Vernacular names. jNone recorded. 

Description. A narrow supercilium from the nostril to the nape, 
ear-coverts, cheeks and lower part of lores fulvous-pink ; a narrow 
line through the eye blackish brown ; upper plumage and exposed 
parts of wings pale greyish brown, sometimes, especially on the 
wings, tinged with fulvous ; the crown, nape and hind neck 
streaked with dark brown ; closed parts of wings dark brown ; tail 
dark brown, almost black at the tip and paler brown at the base, 
two or three outermost pairs of feathers with white tips; below 
greyish white, the sides of the neck, breast and flanks suffused 
in varying degree with fulvous ; the chin and breast are streaked 
with dark brown ; under tail-coverts darker brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright hazel ; bill dark horny-brown 
above, pale yellowish-horny below; legs and feet pale fleshy- 
yellow. 

Measurements. Wing 49 to 52 mm. ; tail 43 to 50 mm. ; tarsus 
about 18 inm. ; culmen 9 to 10 mm. 

Distribution. South and East Persia, Baluchistau, Afghanistan 
and North-West India, to the Indus. 

Nidification This little Warbler, breeds freely throughout the 
North-West Frontier from the plains up to about 4,000 feet, 
affecting stony bare hill-sides and rocky plains, where it breeds 
in the stunted thorny bushes quite close to the ground. The nest 
is domed and is made of grass-stems lined with grass-seed down 
and sometimes, fide Barnes, with feathers. The eggs number 
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four to six and are white or pinky white, freckled with bright 
reddish, dense in a ring or cap at the larger end and generally 
sparse elhewhere. They measure about 16*0 x 12*0 mm- The 
breeding-season is during February and March. 

Habits. An inhabitant of the barest, bleakest bills and plains^ 
so long as they afford a few thorny bushes and a little grass as 
cover. They are restless active little birds, ever on the move and 
flitting from bush to bush or running like mice from one scrap of 
cover to another. The male is said to have a sweet little song. 
They are resident wherever found. 

Genus HEORHIS. 

Neomh Blyth, J. A. S. B., xiv, p 690 (1846). 

Type, N. Jiavollvaceus Blyth. 

The genus I^eovnis, as restricted by Oates, contains but one- 
species, closely resembling Horor^iis in structure but nearer 
Acantliopneuste in coloration. Prom Ihe latter it may be dis- 
tinguished by its tail of only ten tail-feathers and from the former 
by the supplementary hairs which overhang the nostrils. 

Neornis flavolivaceus. 

Key to St(J)$ 2 ’>ecies, 

A. Above paler and more gi*eeia, below 

more yellow K. f.Jlavolivaceus, p. 602. 

B. Above darker and more brown, below 

less yellow K.f. intncatus, p. 503. 

(906) Neornis flavolivaceus flavolivaceus. 

The Aberhahx Wahblee. 

Keornis Jlavolimeea Blyth, J.A S B., xiv, p. 590 (1846) (Nepal) f 
Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 433 (part.). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A narrow supercilium from the nostrils to the 
nape yellow; lores and a line through the eye brown; upper 
plumage and exposed parts of the wings and tail dull olive-green ;, 
concealed parts of wings and tail brown ; sides of the head mottled 
yellow and brown; lower plumage fulvous-yellow, darker and 
suffused with brown ou the sides o£ the breast and flanks ; 
axillaries and under wing-coverts pale lemon -yellovi*. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel ; bill above horny-brown, below 
paler yellowish brown; legs and feet light yellowish brown. 

Heasuremeuts. Total length about 105 mm. ; wing 63 to 
56 mm.; tail 4S to 56 mm. ; tarsus about 22 mm.; culmen about 
10 to 11 mm. 

Young birds are much brighter and more yellow below’ than 
adults. 
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Distribution. Sutlej Valley to Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, AVestern 
Assam, North of the Brahmaputra, Grarhwal and Xuinaon. 

Nidification. Mr. S. L. Whymper found this bird breeding in. 
Kumaou at 10,000 feet, and Mr. B. B. Osmaston took nests 
in the Tons Valley at about 11,000 feet. The nests are described as 
being domed, made outvvardlj' of dry grass with a lining first of 
dry leaves and then of feathers. They are placed in tufts of grass 
on hill-sides. 

The eggs are rather long ovals, pale to deep terra-cotta in 
colour and they measure from 17‘0 x 12*4 mtn. to 1S“5 x 1 3*1 mm, 
Mr. Whymper took his nests in August and Mr. Osmaston his in 
June. 

Habits. Practically nothing on record. Stoliczka found this 
Warbler as low as 6,000 feet in the Sutlej A^alley but farther 
west it seems never to be found much under 8,000 feet even in 
Winter. It is a resident bird but moves vertically to some extent 
with the seasons. 

(907) Neornis flavolivaceus intricatus. 

The Shan Aberrant AVarblee. 

Neornis JlavoUvacens intricatus Hartert, A^’og, Pal., i, p. 533 (1909) 
, (Tai-pai-Schan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Like N. /, flavolivaceus but darker above, less 
green and more brown ; below much greyer with practically no 
yellow. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the preceding 
bird. A\^ing 49 to 55 mm. 

Distribution. Hills South of the Brahmaputra, Chin Hills to 
Shan States ; there is one specimen in the British Museum 
collection from Thayetmyo in South Burma. Harington obtained 
it in the Kachin Hills. 

NidifiLcation. Col. H. H, Harington and Mr. P. Grant obtained 
the nests of the Shan Aberrant Warbler in the Bhamo Hills in 
Mav and June. Nests and eggs were described as like those 
of the preceding bird but the latter are all faintly marked at the 
larger end with a ring of deeper terra-cotta or chocolate composed 
of tiny confluent specks. They vary in size from 18-0 x 12*0 and 
16-6 X 13‘0 mm. to 16-1 x 11‘8 mm. 

Habits. Prequents thick scrub-cover or long grass like the 
preceding bird but is found both in Summer and Winter at lower 
elevations between 4,500 and 7,000 feet, apparently moving but 
little, even vertically, with the seasons. The little 1 saw of it in 
Assam showed it to be rather a skulker in among Daphne bushes 
ill Pine-forest but I believe I also saw it in dense Ehododendron 
and Oak forest at about 6,000 feet. It has a loud shrill call, not 
unlike an extra loud note of the Willow- Warbler. 
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Genus HOEORNIS. 

JSorornis Hodgs., P. Z. S., 1845, p. 31*. 

Type, If. fortlpes (Hodgs.) Blyth. 

The genus Horornis contains seven species of Indian birds of 
very dull coloration and very like one another. 

Horornis has a bill about half as long as the head ; the rictal 
bristles are strong and thbre are some supplementary hairs in trout 
of them. These hairs, however, do not extend over the nostrils, 
and consist merely of the lengthened shatts of the frontal feathers. 
The wing is very short and rounded, the first primary being very 
large, the second, third and fourth graduated and the fourth 
falling just short of the fifth; the tail is about equal to the 
wing in length and slightly graduated ; the tarsus is long and 
powerful and the hind toe and claw exceptionalJy so. 

Key to Sjpecies. 


A. Upper plumage entirely of one colour. 

a. Tipper plumage tinged with rufous. 

a\ Under wing-coverts and axillaries 
yellowish. 

a". Lower plumage yellowish H. acunthizoides^ p. 604. 

6'^ Lov er plumage huffish brown .. if. p 506. ^ 

6'. Under wing-coverts and axillaries 

oehraceous brown Jff. alhiventns^ p. 507. 

b. Qpper plumage olive-brown, not rufous. 

c\ tinder tail-coverts and flanks fulvous . H. paUiduSf . 
d\ Under tail-coverts and flanks white 

suffused with brown H. pallidipes, p. 608. 

B. Crown differently coloured to back. 

c. Crown of head bright rufous-brown . . H. majorj p. 510. 

d. Crown of head merely tinged with 

rufous H, cantans, p. 510. 


Horornis acanthizoides. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Above tinged with olive M. a, acanthizoides, p. 604. 

B. Above with no olive tinge JET. a. brwmescms, p. 605. 

(908) Horornis acanthizoides acanthizoides. 

Yjereeatjx’s Bush-Waeblbe. 

Ah'ornis acanthizoides VeiT.,Nouv. Arch. Mus. Paris, vi. Bull.,!). 37 
(1871) (Szechuan). ^ 

Vemacnlar names. ISTone recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage rufous-brown, tinged with olive; 
the edges of the wings and tail a brighter rufous ; a broad super- 
cilium huffy-yellow ; lores and behind the eye dark brown ; cheeks 
and ear-coverts mottled brown and yellowish ; chin, throat and 
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breast greyish buff suffused with yellow; flanks brownish buff, 
turning to yellow on the abdomen, vent and under tail-eoverts ; 
axillaries and under wing-coverts yellowish. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill horny-brown, the low-er 
mandible fleshy-brown, tipped darker; legs and feet fleshy or 
yellowish brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 100 mm.; wing 52 to 
55 mm., cJ ; 47 to 49 mm., $ ; tail 4£) to 49 min. : tarsus 21 
to 22 mm. ; culmen about 9 miu. 

Yoxing birds are much more yellow below. 

Distribution. Tsin-ling Mountains, Szechuan, Pokhieii, Shan 
States. 

Nidification. La Touche found this Bush-Warbler breeding in 
Bokhieii. 

Habits. Simihir to tliose of the next race. 

(909) Horornis acanthizoides brunnescens. 

Hume’s Bush-Waeblee. 

Horornis brunnescens Hume, Ibis, 1872, p. 109 (Darjeeling) ; Blanf. & 
Oates, i, p. 435. 

Vernacular names. JSTone recorded. 

Description. Differs from H. a. acanth%zoide8 only in being 
more rufous above with no olive tinge, and also in being less richly 
coloured below. 

^Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the preceding 
nice. Wing 50 to 54 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal and Sikkim to Eastern Assam, both North 
and South of the Brahmaputra, Manipur and Lushai Hills. 

I9idifi.cation. Mr. B. B. Osmaston describes eggs, supposed to 
be of this bird, as dark chestnut. These may be eggs of Neomls, 
Eggs taken by Mr. W. P. Masson and sent to me with the nest 
are, as one would have expected, 311 st like others of the genus — 
chocolate eggs sometimes with darker marks showing faintly at 
the larger end. These w^ere taken iu June on the Singalila ridge 
above Darjeeling, at about 9,000 feet, above the nesting-area of 
H. fortijpes and are probably correct. Eggs taken by j\lr. H. 
Stevens agree with these. They measure between 15*8 x 12*9 and 
18*2 X 13*5 mm. 

The nests are described as very deep cups, practically domed, 
made of rather coarse grass-blades and densely lined with feathers. 
All were placed low down in small thick bushes in forest and 
were taken in June. 

Habits. This is a bird of high elevations, being found between 

7.000 and 11,000 feet in Summer, wandering down to 4,000 or 

5.000 feet in Winter. Possibly it is only a Winter visitor to the 
South of the Brahmaputra but may breed on the higher ranges. 
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Mr. Osinaston describes its notes as a series o£ four long-drawn 
whistles, each higher than the last, follovied by a quick series of 
up and down notes. It inhabits both forest and the thick growth 
of bamboo which is found above 9,000 feet in certain places. 


(910) Horornis fortipes fortipes. 

The STHOjTG-rooTED Bush-Waubleh. 

IToroniis fortipes Hodgs., P.Z.S., 1845, p. 31 (Darjeeling); Blanf. & 
Oates, i, p. 435. 

Vernacular names. Daotisha gashim (Cachari). 

Description. Whole upper plumage and exposed parts of wings 
and tail dark rufous olive-brown, the wings and tail edged rather 
brighter and paler ; a narrow superciliuin to the nape buff ; lores 
and a line through the eye brown ; sides of the head and lower 
plumage huffish brown, paler on the chin and throat, and almost 
white on the centre of the abdomen ; under wing-coverts white 
tinged with yellow. 



Fig. 82. — Head and wing of H. f. fortipes 


Colours of soft parts. Iris dark hi own ; bill horny-brown, paler 
below ; legs pale fleshy-brown to brown. 

Measuremeuts. Wing 50 to 57 mm. ; tail 41 to 51 mm. ; tarsus 
21 to 22 mm. ; culmeu about 10 to 11 mni. 

Young birds are brighter, more yellow-brown below. 

Distribution. Grarhwal, ITepal, Sikkim, Bhutan Duars, Assam, 
Manipur, Chin and Kachin Hills, Shan States and hills of Burma 
South to Karenni. There are also specimens in the British 
Museum from “IN'.W. India ” and from Kashmir. 

Hidiflcation. The Strong-footed Bush- Warbler breeds in May 
and earlj'- June, sometimes having a second brood in July, between 
3,000 and 7,0U0 feet. It makes a nest of old scraps of grass- 
blades and grass-stems very thickly lined with soft body-feathers 
of small birds. As a rule the nest is shaped like a very deep 
purse, the top edges somewhat drawn in, at other times it is 
domed or semi-domed and, occasionally, it is quite round and 
completely domed. It is usually placed low down in a small 
bush or tangle of raspberry and blackberry vines in either Pine or 
Evergreen forest. A Daphne bush is a very favourite site. The 
eggs number four or five and are in colour a deep rich choco- 
late, rather glossy and with a close but fragile texture* 
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Eorty eggs average 17‘3 x 13*4 mm. : maxima 18*0 x 13*9 mm. ; 
minima 16*8 X 12*9 mm. 

Habits. A very shy skulking little bird, keeping close to 
bushes, brambles and bracken but every now and then darting 
out like a Plycatclier at some passing insect. Most of its prey, 
however, it seeks auioug the leaves and brambles of the under- 
growth and it is very active on its feet. In the breeding-season 
the cock-bird occasionally leaves its retreats and sings from the top 
of a low bush or one of the under brandies of a small tree. Its 
ordinary call-note is a loud shrill treble note, each note on an 
ascending scale. It is a very poor flier for a Warbler and very 
loth to take wing when disturbed, generally flying for a few yards 
only and then scuttling away on its legs into the undergrowth. 

(911) Horornis albiventris. 

The WaiTE-BELLiEi) Bush-Warbler. 

Neornis alhiventer Godw.-Ansten, J. A. S. B., xlv, pt. 2, p, 199 (1876) 
(Kashmir). 

Horornis alhicentris. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 436. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. “ The whole upper plumage uniform umber-brown 
tinged with rufous, as are also the visible portions of the wings 
and tail ; a short supercilium and the feathers round the eye 
grey ; ear-coverts umber-brown ; chin dull brown, each feather 
tipped with brow’-ii ; throat purer white, w'itli a subterminal dusky 
speck on each feather ; middle of the abdomen whitish ; remainder 
of the lower plumage, axillaries and under wing-coverts rich 
ochraceous brown.’’ 

Colours of soft parts. “Bill horny-brown above, pale beneath.” 

Measurements. Length nearlv 5 ; tail 2*2; wing 2*1; tarsus 
*85; middle toe and clawr *8 inch.” 

Distribution. This well-marked form occurs in the Manipur 
Valley, where the type-specimen was procured at Hengmai by 
Mr. W. Hobert ” (Oates, Avifauna, i, p. 436). 

I cannot find this specimen anywhere in the British Museum 
collection and therefore quote Oates in full. 


(912) Horornis pallidus pallidus. 

The Pale Bush- Warbler. 

Horeites pallidus Brooks, J. A.S.B., xli, p. 78 (1872) (Kashmir). 
Hm'ornis paUidus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 436. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage olive-brown, the wung- and tail- 
feathers edged with brighter, more rutous-brown ; a supercilium 



508 


SYLTIIJDJS. 


pale bufEy-yellow, almost white ; lores and a line through the eye 
dark brown; sides o£ the head mottled grey and pale brown; 
lower plumage dull greyish, the abdomen paler and tinged with 
yellow; thedanks and under tail-coverts fulvous-brown; axi Hanes 
and under wing-coverts pale yellowish white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown ; bill horny- 
brown above, below fleshy-horny tipped darker ; legs and feet 
pale fleshy or yellowish horny. 

Measurements. Wing 55 to 58 mm. ; tail 46 to 51 mm. ; tarsus 
about 22 mm. ; culmen about 9 to 10 mm. 

Distribution. Throughout the JST.W. Himalayas as far East as 
Garhwal. Hume’s record of this bird from Shillong^ is probably 
due to U. palHdvpes having been mistaken for it. In several 
years’ stay in the Khasia Hills I never came across it, whereas 
£1 , jpallidipes was not rare. 

Nidiflcation. The Pale Bush-Warbler breeds throughout the 
Zsorth-West Himalayas between 7,000 and 10,000 feet, possibly 
sometimes down as low as 5,000 feet, during May and June. The 
nest is domed and round in shape, very untidy and large for the 
size of the bird. It is made outwardly of coarse grasses, inwardly 
of finer grasses with a dense lining of feathers, and is invariably 
placed low down in thick hushes. The eggs are nearly always 
four ill number and are, like those of other species of this genus, 
a deep chocolate in colour, sometimes rather paler with deeper 
mottling at the larger end. Twenty-three eggs average 17'3 x 
13T mm. 

. Habits. In Summer found between 5,000 and 10,000 feet, in 
Winter it wanders down to some 3,000 feet. It keeps closely to 
dense cover and, although it is an active little bird, constantly on 
the move, it is difficult to watch. The notes consist of four or five 
verv loud clear whistles rapidly repeated and very like in character 
those of H. fortipes, Davidson records hearing this bird at 
3,000 feet in the Jhelum Yalley ; possibly this may have been 
H, fortipes hut so accurate a iield-naturalist is hardly likely to 
have been mistaken. 


Horornis pallidipes. 

Key to Stibspecies. 

A. Less richly coloured above and below ... JET. ji?. pallidipes, p. 608. 

B. More richlv coloured above and below .... JS, p. osmasto^vi, p. 509. 

(913) Horornis pallidipes pallidipes. 
Blaotobd’s Bush-W abblbb. 

FhyUoscopus paliidipes Blanf., J. A. S. B., xli, 2, p. 162 (1872) 
(Sikkim). 

Horornis paUidipes, Blanf. & Oites, i, p. 437 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Daotieha gashim (Cachari). 
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Description. "Whole upper plumage olive-brown; the feathers 
of the \'ing edged with slightly more rufous-brown; a pale buff 
siiperciliiim from the nostrils to the nape ; lores and a line behind 
the eye dark brown ; sides of the head and ear-coverts fulvous ; 
lower plumage dull white, suffused with brown on the sides of the 
neck, breast and flanks; under tail-coverts brownish white; 
under wing-coverts and axillaries white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill pale horny, darker on 
the culineu; legs and feet yellowish white or fleshy-white. 

Measurements. Total length about 115 mm.; wing 47 to 
64 mm. ; tail 40 to 49 mm. ; tarsus about 20 mm. ; culmen about 
10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. Sikkim to Eastern Assam, IS^orth and South of 
the Brahmaputra ; Manipur, Chin and Kachin Hills and Moun- 
tains of Burma as far South as Toiinghoo. There is also a 
specimen from China in the British Museum collection, labelled 
“ Macou, S. China.'* 

Hidiflcation. This bird breeds throughout its range between 
4,000 and 7,000 feet during May and June and Mr. H. Stevens 
took its nest in the Eangbong Valley, Sikkim, at about 9,000 feet. 
The nest is like that of IT, pcdliclus, but rather neater and smaller 
and sometimes deep cup-shaped rather than domed. The eggs 
number three or four and vary from purplish brick-colour \Yith 
deeper markings m a cap or ring at the larger end to uniform 
deep purplish chocolate. Forty eggs average 17Txl3‘lmm. : 
maxima 18*2 X 13T and 17*3 x 14*0 mm. : minima 16*0 x 12*4 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. In the Assam Hills I never came , 
across this Bush- Warbler in the very hot humid valleys at a 
little over 3,000 feet, sometimes frequented by JB'. fortipes and 
it seemed almost entirely restricted to the forests near the peaks, 
which were not quite so dense underneath and were not so hot. 
At the same time in the intermediate areas both birds might 
sometimes be found quite close together. 

(914) Horornis palUdipes osmastoni. 

OSMASTON*S EcrSH-WAHBLBja. 

IIo 7 ^eitfis palUdipes osmastoni Hartert, Bull. B. 0. C., xxij p. 107 
(1908) (Andamans). 

Vernacular names. Hone recorded. 

Description. Differs from Blanford’s Bush-Warbler in being a 
darker, richer brown above, more rufous, less olive ; the flanks 
and sides of the breast are washed with richer, more ochre brown,, 
and the centre of the abdomen is a purer white. 

Colours of soft parts as in the last bird. 

Measurements. Wing 51 to 53 mm. ; tail 36 to 37 mm. ; tarsus, 
about 21 mm. ; culmen 12 mm. 
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Distri'bution. Andamans only. 

Nidification. Wot recorded. 

Habits. A resident bird in the Andaiiians and, according to 
Mr. B. B. Osmaston, its discoverer, a shy skulking bird very 
■difficult to observe, loth to liy and keeping to dense undergrowth 
in forest. Its call he describes as a rapid succession of three or 
four loud high notes, evidently very similar to that of Blanford’s 
Bush-Warblep. 


(915) Forornis major. 

The Lahoe Bush-Waublee. 

Horeites major Moore, P. Z. S , 1854, p. 105 (Nepal). 

Horomis major, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 438. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Porehead, crown and nape deep, rich chestnut- 
brown, the edge of the forehead and a siipercilium paler and more 
rufous; whole upper plumage and visible portions of tail and 
wings dark olive-brown, the last tinged with rufous; lores next 
to the eye and a line behind dark brown ; cheeks and upper parts 
of ear-coverts rufous ; lower parts of ear-coverts, chin, throat, 
and breast grevish white ; remainder of lower parts dull white 
•suffused with brown on the sides of the breast, flanks, thighs, 
vent and under tail-coverts ; under wlng-coverts and axillaries 
fulvous or fulvous-white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel or deep brown ; bill horny- 
brown above, yellow on the commissure and lower mandible ; legs 
•and feet tan-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 mm. ; wing 57 to 
*67 mm- ; tail 44 to 61 mm. ; tarsus 24 to 25 mm.; culmeii 11 mm. 

Distribution. Nepal and Sikkim. 

Nidification. The Large Bush- Warbler breeds in Sikkim at 
9,000 feet upwards and perhaps down to 7,000 feet in May and 
June in dense forest. The only nest I have seen, authentic 
beyond all doubt, could not have been distinguished from one of 
that bird. The eggs were also indistinguishable but were large, 
measuring 18*3 x 13*9 mm. The nest and eggs described under 
the name of this bird in Hume’s ‘ Nests and Eggs,’ p. 281, were 
not of this species. 

Habits. Those of the genus but the Large Bush-Warbler keeps 
more to higher elevations, even in W'inter, than does any other 
-species of this genus. 


Forornis cantans. 

SdLixiana cantana Temm. & Schl., Faun. Jap., Aves, p. 61 (1847) 
(Japan). 
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(916) Horomis cantans canturians. 

The Chinese Btrsu-W-iRBLEB. 

Arundmax canturians Swinh., Ibis, 1860, p. 62 (Amoy). 

Horo7'7iis c(tntu9'ie7is. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 438, 

VerDacnlar names. JS’one recorded. 

Description. — Winter. Whole upper plumage and exposed 
parts o£ wings and tail russet-brown, brightest on the head and 
tail; abroad but ill-defined snpercilium pale buff; lores mixed 
buff and brown; a band behind the eye dark brown; cheeks and 
ear-coverts mixed brown, buff and whitish ; chin, throat and 
abdomen white or buffy-white deepening to buff on breast, sides 
ol: neck, fiariks and under tail-coverts ; thighs more grey; under 
wing-coverts and axillaries white, tinged with buff. 

In Summer the supercilium is broader, paler and better defined ; 
the upper plumage is more olive and less russet and the under- 
parts inucli paler. 

This form differs principally from H, c. cantans in being darker 
and larger. 

Colours of soft parts. ‘‘ Bill wood-brown, with the edge of the 
upper mandible and the whole of the lower mandible pale flesh- 
colour ; inside of mouth chrome-yellow ; iris hazel ; legs pale 
brownish fl.esh-colour ; claws wood-brown, paling on the soles ” 
(SwMioe). 

Measurements. Total length about 160 to 165 mm. ; wing 72 
to 76 mm.; tail 62 to 70 mm.; tarsus 29 to 30 mm.; ciilmen 
13 to 14 mm. 

The females are very much smaller. AVing 56 to 63 mm. The 
difference is so great that Swinhoe divided the two sexes into two 
species G. caYiiwr%a7xs and Q, mimvta. 

Distribution. Practically the whole of China J7orth in Summer 
and in Winter South to Pormosa, Philippines, twice in Cachar 
(one, Huine ; one, myself). 

NidificatLon. Mr. J. D. La Touche found this bird breeding at 
Ohinkiang in Mlay and early June. The nests are described as 
“domed with a side, -or rather front, entrance. It is made of 
blades of coarse grasses, bamboo-leaves and a few dead leaves' of 
oak, etc., while it is lined with fine grass-stems, fine stripped grass- 
tops and occasionally a few feathers.*' The nests are apparently 
built in low bushes. The eggs, four or five in number, are bright 
terra-cotta or brick-red and are certainly nearer in appearance 
to the eggs of Cettia than to other eggs of Horornis. Sixty 
eggs average 19-8 x 14*7 mm.: maxima 20*8 x 15*5 mm.; minima 
18-Ox 14-5 mm. 

Habits. This is a migratory bird and only a very rare straggler 
into our limits but one would expect it to occur more often in 
South Burma. It frequents scrub-jungle and low bushes on the 
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outskirts of forest and is a confirmed skulker, tliougl) the male 
during the breeding-season sings constantly from the topmost 
twigs of bushes. 


Genus HOEEITES. 

JELoreites Ilodgs., P. Z. S., 1845, p. 30. 

Type, H, hrunnifrons Ilodgs. 

The genus Horeites differs from Rorornis in only one structural 
character, having no supplementary bristles, the feathers of the 
forehead being smooth ; the lictal bristles, though present, are 
short and insignificant ; the tail is graduated to a greater extent 
than m Horomis. As restricted it contains but the one species^ 
H. bnmnifrons^ which is confined to the limits of this work. 

Horeites brunnifrons. 

Key to Subspecies, 

Al. Above rufous olive-brown, head chest- 
nut-brown hmnnifrous, p. 512. 

B. Above a trifle paler and brighter, crown 

distinctly lighter chestnut JEC,b. lo/iisHen^ p. 513. 

0. Above much darker, more olive, less 

rufous H. L uonhratimsj p. 513. 


(917) Horeites brunnifrons brunnifrons. 

The Uurous-CAPPED BnsH-"WAHBLEii. 

Orthotomiis hninnifrons Hodgs., P. Z S., 1845, p. 29 (Nepal), 
jffo? aites hmmieifi'ons, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 440. 

VemacTilar names. lAh-lih-pho (Lepcha). 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape chestnut-brown, shading 
into rufous olive-brown on the upper plumage and exposed wings 
and tail; supercilium pale buff; lores and a line behind the eye 
blackish; sides of the head and ear-coverts ashy-brown; chin, 
throat and breast grey, almost white in the centre ; flanks darker 
grey, posteriorly shading into ochraceous on the vent, thighs and 
under tail-coverts; middle of the abdomen white; under wing- 
coverts and axillai'ies mottled brown and white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel; bill above blackish, below 
fleshy-yellow ; legs and feet fleshy-white, darker on the joints and 
toes. 

Measurements. Total length about 115 mm.; wing 47 to- 
51 mm.; tail 37 to 46' mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; culmen 9 to 
10 mm. 

Young birds have but little chestnut on the head and the under- 
parts are very ochraceous. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, Assam to the Chin Hills. 
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Nidification. The Eufoiis-capped Bash-Warbler breeds in 
Sikkmi and South Tibet at elevations between 9,000 feet and 
13,000 feet. Osmaston found it breeding near Darjeeling, Stevens 
took several nests on the Singalila llidge and I have had nests 
and birds sent me from Northern Chambi. The breeding-season 
seems to be May, and the nestis very like that of Horornis^ domed, 
oval in shape, made of grass, moss and lichen and lined with tine 
grass and feathers. It is placed on low bushes in forest or in 
scrub-jangle. The eggs number three to five and are bright terra- 
cotta, generally with darker markings forming a cap at the larger 
end. Twenty eggs average 17*8 x 12*9 mm. : maxima 18*0 x 12'8 
and 17*0 x 13*3 mm. ; minima 16*4 x 12*5 and 18*0 x 12*0 mm. 

Habits. Mr. Osmaston says: — -‘It frequents the low scrub 
consisting of dwarf bamboo (grazed down), berberis, etc., in the 
more open portions of the Silver Fir and Ehododendroii forest. 
It is a l)asv noisy little bird with a strange unmistakable call 

liich it constantly repeats, consisting oh a few ordinary chirping 
notes followed by a curious grating mouse-like sound, twice- 
repeated and of a ventriloquistic character.” It is as great a 
skulker as tlie genus Hovornis and extremely active on its feet. 
In Winter it extends to the foot of the hills and the adjacent 
plains. Mr. H. Stevens found it common in the plains of 
Lakhimpur, North of the Brahmaputra, in January and December. 

(91S) Horeites brunnifrons wHstleri. 

The SiMLi. BiUeous-oapped Bush-Waeblbe. 

Hm'eites hrunnifrons ivliisilert Ticehurst, Bull. B, 0. 0., xhv, p. 28 
(1823) (Simla) 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to H. h. hraiinifrons but paler and brighter 
above, especially on the crown ; rather less rufous and more olive. 
In the plumage below I can seen no difference. 

Colours of soft parts and Heasurements. Wing 44 to 46 mm. ; 
tail 37 to 39 mm.; tarsus about 19 mm.; culmeii 9 to 10 mm. 

Distribution. North-west Himalayas, from Pir Panjal to 
Garhwal. 

BTidifLcation. Not known. 

Habits. Similar fo those of the preceding form. 

(919) Horeites bnumifirons -airibraticus. 

The Tunkait Hupous-oappei) Bush-Wabblee. 

Horeites hrunnifi'on^ ximhvaticus Stuart Baker. Bull. B. 0. C., xliv, 
p. 63 (1924) (Saweli-Salween Divide, Yunnan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. vSimilnr to H. 6. bminnifrons but very inucli darker 
■above and decidedly less rufous on the back. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 47 to 49 mm. ; tail 24 to 40 min. ; tarsus 
about 19 mm. ; culmen 9 to 10 mm. 

Distribution. Yunnan. Colonel H. H. Harin^ton obtained a 
form oiHoreites breeding in the Shan States, which will assuredly 
be found to be of this race, 

NidifLcation and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

G-enus CETTIA. 

Cettia Bonaparte, Comp. List B. of Eur. & N. Am , p. 11 (1838). 

Type, Cettia cetti Marm. 

The genus Cettia differs from HoreHes in having the tail less 
graduated. In this genus the bill is about half the length of the 
head, slender and pointed; the frontal feathers are short and 
smooth and there are no supplemeiitarv hairs or bristles in front 
•of the rictus ; the wing is short and rounded and the tarsi long 
■and powerful. 


Cettia cetti. 

Sylua cetU Marm., Mem. Acc. Torino, xxx, p. 264 (1820). 
Type-locality : Provence. 


(920) Cettia cetti cettioides. 

This EASTBB]sr Bush-Waubleb. 

Cettia cettioides Hume, S. F., i, p. 194 (1873) (Sind). 

Cettia oi'ientalis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 441. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage, wings and tail light rufous 
olive-brown, varying considerably^ in the amount of the rufous 
tinge ; lores dusky, a short superciiium and round the eve fulvous- 
white ; centre of chin, throat, breast and abdomen almost white • 
sides, flanks, veut and under tail-coverts greyish brown ; axillaries 
and under wing-coverts greyish white, the centres darker and 
showing through. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill hornv-brown above and 
blackish at the tip, paler and yellowish below; legs and feet 
horny-brown, 

KeasTiremeiits. Total length about 150 mm. ; wing 64 to 
73 mm. ; tail 52 to 65 mm. ; tarsus 26 to 26 mm. ; culmen 11 to 
12 luui. The Tndiau bird differs from G&tvui cstti cetti in being 
a good deal bigger and much paler. Persian birds, generally 
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accepted as being of this race, seem to be smaller and darker 
rufous above. 

Distribution. Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Sind and North-West 
India, West of the Indus. Breeding in Turkestan and Kirghis 
■ Steppes to Eastern Persia. 

Nidiflcation. Very little recorded. The nest is a deep cup 
made of grasses and leaves of rushes, lined with finer grasses 
and placed in a thick bush close to the ground. The eggs are 
bright terra-cotta or brick-red. Pour eggs measured by Jourdain 
average 20 x 14*5 nim. ; four in my own collection average about 
19’0 X 14*2 mm. Both nests were taken in May. 

Habits. A frequenter of reeds and bushes in swampy land and 
keeping very closely to thick cover. Ticelmrst obtained it in 
rushes in the MancharLake in Sind and says that he found it less 
of a skulker than Locustella stimninea which inhabited the same 
rushy margin of the lake. 

Genus DROPHLEXIS. 

Urophlex'is Stejneger, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus., xv, p. 341 (1892). 

Type, U. squameiceps S win hoe. 

The genus Uroplilexis contains one Warbler, a Winter visitor 
to India, which is very close to the genera Horeites and Cettla^ 
'but is distinguishable at once by its very short tail, which hardly 
exceeds half the wing in length. The tail is well graduated, 
the tarsi and feet strong but the hind toe and claw not 
conspicuously so. 

(921) Urophlexis squameiceps. 

Swiis-hoe’s Bebd-Wakbler. 

Trihura sqiiameiceps Swinhoe, P. Z. S., 1863, p. 292 (Canton). 

TJrosphena sguamiceps. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 442. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. The whole upper plumage, wings and tail rich 
hair-brown ; the feathers of the crown rounded and with obsolete 
dark edges, giving a squamated appearance ; a broad bu%--white 
superciliun^ from the nostrils to the nape ; lores ^ and a line 
through the eye deep chocolate-black ; ear-coverts and cheeks 
mixed white, buff ‘and dark brown; whole lower plumage pale 
buff, almost white on the chin, throat and centre of abdonoieii ; 
■under wing-coverts and axillanes brown and buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill above and at the 
tip dark horny-brown ; base of lower mandible fleshy-yellow ; 
legs and feet fleshy-white. 

Measurements. Total length about 85 mm. ; wing 52 lo oG 
mm.; tail 25 to 30 mm.; tarsus about 19 to 20 mm.; ciilmen 
■about 10 to 11 mm. 
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Distributioii. Suminei* — Eastern Siberia to Japan; Winter- 
China, Eormosa, Hainan, Indo-Chinese countries to Burma. 

Hidif cation. Hests taken by Alan Owston in Japan were deep 
cups or eg£ 5 -shaped, made of grass-blades and strips of rushes, etc., 
placed low down in bushes in scrub-jungle. The eggs, five or 
six in number, are pinkish white to light pale pink, mottled or 
blotched all over with darker pinkish red or reddish brown, with 
secondary markings, hardly showing, of lavender or purple-grey. 
They vary in size from 15*4 x 13*0 to 17*3x14*0 min. They 
breed on Mt. Euji in May and June. 

Habits. Mr. J. P- Cook found this bird common, in the 
Eastern Pegu Yomas and so little is known about its habits that I 
quote his remarks in full : — “They frequent tlie edges of densely- 
forested streams, but are more partial to those where ‘ Tcaing ’ 
grass grows. They feed mostly on the ground creeping about 
among the leaves in the thickest of scrub, but occasionally 
coming out into the sandy creeks, hunting for insects among the 
drift-wood. I ascertained that one bird I shot had been feeding 
on very small black beetles obtained in the sand. I found the 
birds singly and they are very hard to discover until they make 
their presence known bv their note, a soft low ‘chip chip.’ They 
are by no means shy birds.” (Bombay Hat. Hist. Soc. Journal, 
xxi, p. 1080, 1912.) 

Genus PHYLLERGATES. 

Thyllc) (fates Sharpe, Oat. B. M., vii, p. 229. 

Type, P, cucuUatvs, Temm., Java. 

The genus Phyllergaies contains two species of Warbler which 
extend from the Eastern Himalayas through Burma and che 
Indo-Chinese countries to Java, Sumatra, Borneo and the 
Philippines, being represented by subspecies varying in their 
difiiereiit geographical areas. 

Oates has shown that this Warbler cannot he placed with the 
Tailor-birds, OrtliotoTiius on: SutoHus, as it has only ten tail-feathers, 
whereas the Tailor-birds have twelve. In coloration PhylUrgates 
bears an extraordinary resemblance to Tickellia but has a perfectly 
difterent bill. 

In this genus the wing is rounded, the first primary large and 
the fifth longest ; the tail is slightly graduated ; the bill is broad, 
blunt and almost as long as the head ; there are three rictal 
bristles, which are long and stout. 

(922) Phyllergates coronatus coronatus. 

The GoiiDEN-nEADEi) Warbleu. 

Orthotimus coronatus Jerd, & Blyth,P Z.S.,1861,p. 200 (Darjeeling). 

Phyllergates coronatus, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 439. 

Vernacular names. Inhanrtii (Kacha Haga). 
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Description. I'oreliead and crown chestnut ; sides of the head, 
neck and nape dark ashy-grey ; upper plumage olive-green, 
yellower on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; wing-coverts oli\ e- 
green ; quills brown, edged with yellowish green ; tail brown, the 
feathers narrowly edged with olive-green and white on the inner 
webs of the two outermost pairs; a short supercilium yellow, 
whiter behind the eye ; lores, a line behind the eye and upper 
ear-coverts dark brown ; lower part of ear-coverts and cheeks 
sil very-white ; chin, throat and breast pale clear ash v- white ; 
remainder of lower plumage bright pale yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris tau-brown to brown ; bill dark 
blackish-horny above, fleshy-horny below; legs and feet fleshy or 
.pale yellowish. 

Measurements. Total length 100 mm. ; wing 4B to 47 mm. ; 
tail 34 to 41 mm. ; tarsus about 20 mm. ; culmen 13 to 15 mm. 

Distribution. Sikkim, Assam, Manipur, Burma South to 
Tenasfeerim. 



Fig. 83. — ^Bill of P. c, 

Midification. Nests and eggs brought to me by Nagas, together 
with parent birds said to have been snared on the nest, were 
just like those of Orthotomus. They differed, however, in some 
respects ; they all had moss used in their construction, a very 
rare material in the nests of Ortliotomus and, in all, the leaves of 
the weeds in which they wei’e built formed the back and part sides 
only of the nest instead of entirely eucircling them, as is usual 
in the nests of the Tailor-bird. Another distinguishing feature 
was the presence of a thick lining of cotton silk. The eggs are 
like very poorly coloured, washed-out looking specimens of Tailor- 
birds’ eggs — a white ground, faintly blotched with dirty pale 
reddish-brown. 

1 am not satisfied that either nests or eggs are above suspicion. 

Habits. This Warbler obtains its food both by hunting through 
bushes and grass, very deftly and quickly climbing and moving 
.about and, also, by making little incursions into the air after 
insects. It is found both in open grass, scrub-jungle and also 
ill heavy evergreen forest. It has a shrill loud call but I have 
not heard it sing. 
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Genus SUYA. 

Sui/a Hodgs., As lies, xix, p. 188 (183(>) 

Type, Stiya crinigerci Hodgs. 

The genus Suya comprises three Indian species, with greatly 
developed tails, which are nearly, or fully, twice the length of the 
wing. The Spring moult is complete and is accompanied by a 
change in colour and sometimes by a difference in the length 
of the tail. They have two strong rictal bristles on either side of 
the bill but no supplementary hairs. The tail is greatly graduated, 
the outermost feather either reaching to, or falling short of, the 
middle of the central featliers. 


Kei/ to Sppcies. 

A. Ohin find throat white or fulvous- 

white. 

a. Upper plumage boldly streaked. 
a'. Sides of chin and throat not 

mottled or barred <S. crinigera, sestiv., p ol8. 

h\ Sides of chin and throat mottled 

or haiTed with black S a'initjera, hiein., p. 519. 

b Upper plumage very faintly streaked. 

c'. Crown and back of one colour. . . atrogulari$^ biem., p. 528. 
d\ Crown darker than back S, superctUaris^ p. 524. 

B. Chin and throat deep black S. atvogularis, oesth .. p. 528. 


Suya crinigera. 

Keg to Subspecies, 

A. Above brown with astrong fulvous tinge 8. c. crinigpra, p. 518. 

B. -Vbove more grey, less brown and with 

very little fulvous 8, c. striattila, p. 520. 

0 ^luch darker brown above. 

a Head boldly streaked, even inbreeding- 

plumage 8 V. ai>iia77iica, p. 520. 

h. Head almost wholly blackish in breeding- 

plumage 8 . c. gnnnanens2Sj p. 521. 

1). Above dull brown, less streaked than in 

other races 8. c. cooJcif p. 522. 

(923) Suya crinigera crinigera. 

The Beowx IIilii-Waebeeii. 

8iii/a crinigera Hodgs., As. Ilea,, xix, p. 183 (1886) (Nepal) ; Blaiif. 
& Oates, i, p. 444. 

Vernacular names. Suya (Nepal) ; Dang-ptnm-plio (Lepclia) ; 
Shik-sldlWc (Bhut.) ; Daotishii-d^dao (Cachari). 

Description. — Summer. Upper plumage dark brown, eachi 



STJYA. 


519- 


featlier edged with olive-falvous, making the whole of these parts 
striated ; rump and upper tail-coverts without dark centres ; 
tail rufous-hrown, obsoJetely cross-rayed, tipped whitisli and 
sub-tipped with a blackish patch ; wing-quills and greater coverts 
edged with rufcbus ; lores blackish ; round the eye and upper 
cheeks and ear-coverts dark brown ; lower cheeks and ear-coverts 
paler rufous-brown ; the whole lower plumage pale fulvous or 
fulvous-white, the bases of the feathers showing up black on the 
breast ; under wing-coverts and axillaries pinkish rufous, and a 
broad patch of the same colour on the under aspect of* the closed 
wing, made by the broad rufous edges of the quills. 

In Winter the upper plumage is more fulvous-brown, streaked 
wdth black ; the lores and round the eye are fulvous ; the sides of 
the chin, throat and breast are irregularly barred or mottled with 
black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellow-white to orange ; bill black in 
Summer, dark horny-brown, deshy below in Winter; legs and 
teet fleshy-pink or yellowish flesh-colour. 



Fig 84, — Bill of 3. e. 

Measurements. Wing 46 to 62 inin., mostly between 55 and 
59 mill. ; tail 80 to 116 mm,, about 25 mm. longer in Winter 
than in Summer; tarsus about 22 nun.; culmen about 11 to 
12 mil). 

Young. Above fulvous-browii to tawny-brown, the head 
strongly, the upper back faintly, streaked with darker brown ; the 
whole lower parts fulvous, more rufous on flanks and thighs, 
whiter tinged with yellow on the centre of the breast and 
abdomen. 

Distribution. Trorn the North - West Frontier, North of 
Baluchistan, through Kaslimir, Murree Hills, Garhwal, Nepal and 
Sikkim to the Hills of North-West Assam. 

Nidification. The Browix Hill-Warbler breeds between 3,000' 
and 7,000 feet elevation throughout the Himalayas, but is much 
more abundant in the East than in the West. During May, 
June, July, it constructs an oval domed nest of fine grasses and 
shreds of grass-blades, placing it in coarse grass, to the stems of 
which it is attached, in weeds, or, very rarely, iu a low bush. 
Unlike the eggs of S. c. assamica, which vary greatly in colour 
and description, the eggs of this bird seem to vary in ground- 
colour only from white to pale pink ; the markings consist of 
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small reddish blotches, sometimes scattered over the whole surface, 
sometimes only in a ring or cap at the broader end and ranging 
from pale chestnut-red to deep brownish red. Eifty eggs average 
17‘3xl2 7 mm.: maxima 19*0xl2'6 and 17'3xl3*4 nnii.; 
minima 15’9xl?'-2 mm; 

Habits. Keeps almost entirely to grass and scrub-jungle, though 
it may be found in among the bushes and bracken at the edge of 
evergreen forest or even in small open spaces inside both Ever- 
green and Pine forests. It is an active little bird on its legs, 
clambering with great quickness in and out of the grass-stems 
and reeds but its flight is very weak and ill-sastained and, like 
the birds of the genera Orthoiomus and Franlclinia^ it always looks 
as if it was going to tumble down when it tries a flight of any 
distance. 


(024) Suya crinigera striatula. 

Titn Sind 

JSlanfordiiis striatulus Hume, S. F., ii,p. 300 (1873) (Karachi, Sind). 

Vernacular names. Is one recorded. 

Description. Similar to S, c. adnigeva^ but very inucli ])aler 
above both in Summer and Winter plumage ; there is much less 
fulvous or rufouo and more grey in the coloration generallj'. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 50 to 69 mm.; tail 80 to 110 mm.; 
tarsus 22 mm. ; culmen 11 to 12 mm. 

Distribution. Sind, Baluchistan, Salt Eange, K.W. Frontier 
Province. 

Hidiflcation. Not recorded. 

Habits. Apparentl 3 -a bird of the plains and the hills alike up to 
some 3,000 feet. Ticehurst remarks that it is a very local bird. 

(JI25) Suya crinigera assamica. 

The Assam BsoAvir HiiiIi-Waublee. 

atsamica Stuart Baker, Bull. B. O. 0., xliv, May 

Vernacular names. DaotislM dedao (Cachaii). 

Description. Very much, darker than either of the preceding 
races but differing from S. c. ywvnanensis in having the head 
strongly striated in Suinnier, not almost unicoloured blackish. 
It is also less dark generally than this latter bird. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measmements. Wing 53 to 63 mm. ; tail 85 to 104 mm. • 
.tarsus about 22 mm. ; culmen 12 to 13 mm. 




SAYA CRINJGERA ASSAMICA 
The Aseam Brown Hill - W&rbler. 
^3 life size. 
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Distribution. Assam, Soiitb and East of the Brahmaputra ; 
Ohin Hills. How far East this bird extends is not known; 
Eippon obtained it at Myingyan. 

Nidification. The Assam Brown Ilill-TVarbler breeds in great 
numbers in the Ivhasia Hills between 2,000 and 6,000 feet, and in 
the Cachar and Xaga Hills between 4,500 and 6,000 feet. The 
principal breeding- montlis are April, May and June but 
numerous nests may be found a month earlier and later, right 
on into August and tSepteinber, many birds having two or even 
three broods. The nest is an oval-shaped affair, made of fine 
grasses and a few grass-stems, without lining or with a few 
additional grass-stems. It is placed low down, between three 
feet and a few inches from the ground, in grass, weeds, bracken 
or, rarely, in a low bush and is firmly fixed to the supporting 
stems. The site selected is one in open spaces in forest, grass- 
covered hills at the edge of forest, or in the wide rolling expanses 
of grass-covered plateaux. The eggs generally number four, but 
vary from three to seven ; in colour the ground varies from pure 
white to deep pink, pale greenish or greenish blue or pale salmon. 
The markings vary greatly. In colour they range from pale 
reddish to deep blood-red, red-brown or almost black. In distri- 
bution they vary just as widely ; many eggs are covered all ever 
with dense specks, blotches or freckles ; others, a very common 
type, have infinitely small stipplings. which at the larger end 
coalesce into a deep ring or cap ; others, again, have numerous 
markings at the larger end though the smaller end is sparsely 
marked. Intermediate forms between all these types are common. 
Two hundred eggs average 16*7 X 12-8 mm, : maxima 18*3 x 13*3 
and 18*0 x 14’1 mm. ; minima 16-6 x 1T9 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of Suya c. orinigera. In Summer it 
may be found in suitable localities in the Hills anvwhere above 
2,500 feet, but is not really common below 3,500 or 4,000 feet 
except in Winter. In extreme Eastern Assam, Dr. Coltart and 
i found it not uncommon at a much low'er level, but here the 
nearness of the surrounding snow-line gives a much lower elevation 
to both the Elora and Eauna. 


(926) Snya crinigera yunnanensis. 

TjtE Yunnan Beown Hill- Waeb lee. 

Sui/a crinigera gunnan&nsis Ilaringtou, Bull. B.O. C., xxxi, p. 110 
(1913) ('JMomien, Yuiman). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A very dark bird, the head almost luiicoloured 
blackish in the breeding- season. 

The Winter plumage is srill unknown. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 



Measurements. Wiug 52 to 57 min.: cuLmen about 11 mm. 

Distribution. Yunnan and Shan States ; in the latter Hai lugtou 
found this bird breeding freely, but its distribution "West is not 
yet known. Suya criniyera yunnanensis Bangs & Phillips, BulL 
Mus. Comp. Zool., iviii, 1914, is merely a synonym of this rac*(3. 
La Touche has described two new forms from Yunnan, S. c. hangsi 
and S. (?. n^arvirobUns (Bull. B. O. 0., xliv, 1923, p. 412) ; the 
former seems hardly distinguishable from yunnanensis, whilst the 
latter is a small-billed bird breeding in a strongly striated upper 
plumage- 

Nidification and Habits. Apparently similar to those of other 
birds of this genus. 


(927) Suya crinigera cooki. 

HAiii:s‘GTo]ir’s Brown HilIj-WariujER. 

^uya criniyera cool,i Haringtoii, B. O. 0., xxxi, p. 109 (1913) 
(Thayetiuyo). 

Vernacular names. Xone recorded. 

Description. Differs from S. c. erinigera in having the black 
bases to the feathers of the breast entirely concealed in Summer; 
the striations on the upper plumage are much less developed or 
entirely absent; the colour of these parts is much more grey-brown 
and there is practically no rufous tinge ; below the colour is paler 
and less rufous. 

Colours of soft parts as in S, c. annigera. 

Measurements. Wing 53 to 60 mm. ; tail 71 to 83 mm. ; tarsus 
about 22 mm. ; culmen 11 to 12 mm.; the difference between the- 
Summer and Winter tail in length is but slight. 

In Winter the plumage is darker and the striations more 
appaieiit and the fulvous below a little darker. 

Young are paler and sliglitly more fulvous and very much 
more yellow below. 

Distribution. North and South Shan States, Hills of Karenni 
and Central Burma, West to Thayetmyo; Yuunan and Annam. 
Two specimens fiom Annam are very dark in comparison and 
much more rufous — in fact, very close to my assamica. 

Nidiflcation. Similar to that of the other races of this species. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 


Suya atrogularis. 

Key to Suhsjgecies, 

A. Upper pliuiiage dark olive-brown S. a. afrogulans, p. 523. 

B. Upper plumage bright ferruginous-brown. S a. khasiana, 
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(928) Suya atrogularis atrogularis. 

The BiiACK-theoated HiLii-WAEErjsB. 

Siiya atrogiilavis IMoore, P. Z. S., 18e54, p. 77 (Dai’jiliiijj). 

Suya atriyularis, Blauf. & Oates, i, 44**5. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Summer. AVhole upper i3lamage dark olive- 
brown, the head and nape still darker and greyer with the dark 
centres showing very faintly ; wings and tail rufous-brown edged 
paler and the latter with faint pale tips ; cheeks and ear-coverts 
fulvous and brown, with a white line running from the base of 
the lower mandible to the back of the ear- coverts ; chin, throat 
and upper breast black ; feathers of the lower breast and extreme 
upper abdomen white with black margins and centres ; remainder 
of lower plumage fulvous, deeper and more ochraceous in tint on 
the flanks, tbighs and under tail-coverts ; axillaries, under wing- 
coverts and primary-patch fulvous-white or pinkish-fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Similar to the same in S. c. crinigera. 
The bill is, as in that bird, wholly black in Summer, pale horny- 
brown in Winter. 

Measurements. Wing 47 to 50 mm.; tail 100 to 109 mm.; 
tarsus about 22 mm. ; culmen about 11 mm. 

In Winter the whole upper plumage is much paler and the- 
faint central streaks are a little more definite ; below the black of 
the throat and breast is replaced by fulvous- white streaked with 
black; tliere is a distinct whitish supercilium and the lores and a 
band behind the eye are dark brown. 

Distribution. Sikkim only. 

Nidiflcation. Very similar to that of Suya crinigera iTiniyera^ 
but the nest is more often placed in low bushes rather than in 
grass. The eggs, also, are like those of that species but whereas 
in that bird, whatever the race, the reddish egg is more common 
tlian the greenish, in this species the latter is the dominant 
type. Eighty eggs average 17*0 x 12*8 min. : iniixiina 18*3 X 
12*9; and 17*7 X 13*5 ram. ; minima 14*4x12*5 and 16*1x12*1 
mm. Tt is curious that this bird, which is so much smaller 
than S, c. eriniyera and its races, should have an egg which is as 
big or bigger than that of that bird. This Warbler lave 
principally in May and June, both Mr. H. Stevens and Mr. W. P. 
Masson having taken numerous nests round Darjeeling and in 
Native Sikkim, during those months, between 6,000 and 9,000 
feet. 

Habits. Similar to those of the preceding species but it is found 
at liigher elevations. It is common on the Singalila ridge above 
Darjeeling at 9,000 feet wherever open grass-land and scrub- 
jungle is to be found. 
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({)29) Suya atrogularis khasiana. 

Austen’s Hill-Warblee. 

Suija hhitsiann Godwin- A listen, A. M. N. H., (4) xviii, p. 412 1S7()) 
(^Slnllong) ; Blauf. »& Oates, i, p. 44(3. 

Vernacular names. Daotisha dedao (Cachari). 

Description. Differs from >Sf. a. atrogidavis in having the whole 
•of the upper parts' light feiTUgiiioiis-browii. brighier on the fore- 
head : the inoustachial white streak is generally broader. 

Colours of soft parts as in S. a. airogulctris. 

Measurements. Wing 49 to 53 mm. ; tail 99 to 117 inin., tarsus 
4 ibout 22 nun ; culinen 11 to 12 mm. 

Distribution. Assam, South and East of the Brahuiaputia ; 
€Iuii Hills. 

Nidification. Austen’s Hill-Warbler breeds in the Khasia Hills 
in even greater numbers than the Brown Hill-W arbler, and the 
ne‘4ts and eggs of the two birds cannot be distinguished from one 
another. This bird, however, is more numerous above 4,000 feet 
than is S. c. assamica and less numerous below that height. The 
eggs, like those of S, a. atrogulari.% are more often of the greenish 
type and the almost unicoloured pink type with a deep ring round 
the larger end is the least common type. Both of these birds are 
very frequently cuckolded by Guculus canoms haltri and hy 
€accomantis onertilimis. The eggs of the latter agree very well 
with those of the foster-parent but the eggs of Oiicidus are at least 
four times their bulk. The young bird when hatched soon out- 
grow's the nest, which expands like a trellis-work round it until, 
finally, it bursts and the young Cuckoo is generally thrown on to 
the ground, where it is fed and looked after by the foster-parents. 

Habits. Those of the genus. On the whole, both races of 
atrBgularis affect rather thicker cover than do the races 
of cHnigera, though neither will ever be found inside dense 
forest. 


(930) Suya supeiciliaris superciliaris. 

Ax DEiisox’s Hill-AV aeb r.Mii. 

Suya Anderson, P. Z. S., 1871, p. 212 (Momeiii, OLiiiese 

Frontier) ; Blauf. & Oates, i, p. 447 

Vernacular names. ISTone recorded. 

Description. Above fulvous-brown, the crown and nape darker ; 
the tail with paler tips and terminal margins ; wing-quills brown, 
edged with rather rufous fulvous-brown ; lores and feathers round 
the eye dark slaty-brown, a narrow white supercilium from the 
nostrils to the back of the ear-coverts ; ear-coverts ashy-grey and 
fulvous ; chin aud throat white tinged with fulvous ; breast more 
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grey with tiny black edges or streaks to the feathers ; centre ot* 
abdomen white or fulvous- white; flanks, sides of the abdomen, 
vent and under tail-coverts rich fulvous-ochre, 

Tliere appears to be no difference in the Summer and Winter 
plumage. 

Colours of soft parts. Ins tan; bill dark horny-brown above, 
fleshy-horny below; apparently not becoming black iii the 
breeding-season ; legs and feet fleshy-tan. 

JVCeasnremeiits. Wing 48 to 52 mm. ; tail 94 to 1 12 mm. ; tarsus 
about 22 inm. ; ciilmen 11 to 12 mm. 

Young liave the brea&t tinged witli brighter yellow. 

Distribution. Kachin and Eastern Chin Hills, Kareuni and Hills 
of Central Burma to Tenasserim, Shan States, Yunnan and China to- 
Eokhien. Eour specimens from Aniiain have the breasts and throats 
with no fulvous tint and the black streaks obsolete, whilst the 
vent and fl.inks are distinctly browner. More material may render 
it necessary to separate them from typical sujterciliaris, 

Nidification. Hest and eggs taken by Mr. P. C. Cook and others 
ill the Kacbm Hills are described as being similar to those of other 
species ot* this genus. Col. Haringtoii, however, found that they 
sometimes made an untidy ball-shaped nest of grass very like a 
miniature nest of a Munia. The eggs go through the same range 
ot variation as do those of Suya atrogulaHs but, taking a large 
series, they are certainly a much duller colour on the w hole. Fiftv 
eggs average 16’7 x 12’7 mm.: maxima 18*4x13*6 min.; minima 
15*8 X 12 3 and 18*0 x 11*9 mm. 

Tliey breed from March to June, between 4,000 and 8,000 feet, 
generally in low grass or bushes, occasionally in ferns orhranibles. 

Habits. Tliose of the genus. 

Grenus FEIHIA. 

Fnnia Horsf., Trans. Linn. Soc., xiii, p. 164 (1820). 

Type, Prinia familia'i'is Horst., Java. 

The genus Prinia contains many species of Warblers, five of 
which occur within our limits. In appearance they merely differ 
from the birds of the genus FranJclinia in having only ten tail- 
feathers instead of twelve. 

They have a complete Spring moult, accompanied in some 
instances with so great a change of colour and in the structure ot 
the tail that no little confusion has arisen as to the actual number 
of species in existence. Most of the species again are found over 
a very wide area and many geographical races occur. 

Key to Species, 

A. Upper plumage streaked P~ gracilis, p. o26. 

Upper plumage not streaked. 

a. Abdomen yellow P, Jlaviventris, p. 538. 
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h. Abdomen fulvous or bufF. 
a'. Bill black. 

Upper plumage ashy 

Upper plumage rufous-brown .... 
Upper plumage eni“tliy-brown. 

Outer tail-feathers white 

Outer tail-feathers pale brown . 
6'. Bill brown, lower mandible fleshy- 
brown. 

d". Upper plumage warm rufous- 

brown 

c". Upper plumage earthy - brown, 
tinged ^*eenish 


I*, sodalis, festiv., p. 580. 
P, socialis, hyem., p. 530. 

P. 'ij/lvatica, sest., p. 539. 
P. mornata^ seat., p. 534. 


P. sylvaticGf hyem., p. 532. 
P. vnomata, hyem., p. 534. 


Prinia gracilis. 

Sylma gracilis Lichlen., Verz. Doubl. Berlin, p. 34 (1823) (Nubia). 

Key to Suhspedes, 

A. Paler above, purer fulvous below , . P.g. lepida, p. *526. 

B. Barker above, fulvous below tinged with 

hrown P. stevensif p. 527. 

(931) Prinia gracilis lepida. 

The Steeakee Weeit-Warelbe. 

Prinia lepida Blyth, J. A. S. B., xiii, p. 376 (1844) (Indus Valley) : 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 448. 

Yemacnlar names. K7iur-p7iootki (Hind.) ; Door (Sind ). 

Description. Upper plumage, wings and tail fulvous-brown ; 
the tail cross-rayed with brown, tipped with white and subtipped 
dusky ; the rest of the plumage with the feathers centred dark 
brown in streaks ; lores and round the eye fulvous-white ; ear- 
coverts pale fulvous mottled with brown ; whole lower plumage 
•pale fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellow to tan-brown ; bill black in 
Summer, horny-brown above, fleshy-brown below in Winter; 
legs and feet pale fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 135 mm. ; wdng 42 to 
47 mm. ; tail 54 to 71 mm. ; tarsus about 17 mm.; culmen 8 to 

mm. The tail is about 10 mm. shorter in Summer than in 
Winter. 

Distribution. Baluchistan, Afghanistan, Sind, Punjab, Eajpii- 
tana and N.W. Frontier Province. 

Kidiflcation. The Indian Streaked Wren-Warbler makes a long, 
oval domed nest of fine grasses and shreds of grass-blades, some- 
times lining it scantily with finer shreds and a little seed-down 
sometimes making a thick pad of the latter. It is usually placed 
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in tuiifcs of coarse dry grass witliiii one foot to three feet from the 
ground; occasionally it is placed in small thorny bushes. The 
nest IS built entirely by the female, the male perching on the top 
o^ some high grass near the nest and singing loudly wfiilst she 
works. They seem to have two breediug-seiisons, for ^^aruduy took 
eggs in Baluchistan in March and again in late J uiie. In Lahore, 
Dodsworth found eggs in March and April, whilst (xeiieraJ 
Betbam states that around that town nests were most numerous 
in July and August. Liudsey-Smith and Pitman took nests at 
Multan and Debra Ismail Khan in April and early May. The 
eggs number four or fi\e. The ground-colour varies from almost 
white to a distinctly warm greenish blue or, less often, cream. 
In most eggs the whole surface is profusely covered with pale 
reddish blotches or freckles but in some the markings are more 
numerous at the larger end, forming a ring or cap and are sparse 
elsewhere. One hundred eggs average 13-8 x 10*7 mm. : maxima 
15*1 xll’4 and 14*1 x 11*8 mm. ; minima 11*9 x 9*9 mm. 

Habits. This Warbler keeps entirely to cover, composed either 
■of grass or scrub, though it may also be seen frequenting and 
hunting for insects in the babool and acacia trees dotted about in 
among the lower cover. Ticehurst draws attention to the 
snapping noise made by this bird with its bill, in addition to its 
constant twitter. This snapping noise seems to be made by all 
Prinias and, curiously enough, by the birds of the genus 
FranJclinia also. 


(932) Prinia gracilis stevensi. 

The Assam Streaked Wee^’- Warbler. 

Fnnia gracilis sievemi Hartert, Bull. B. 0. C., xliii, p. 132 (1923) 
(N. Lakhimpiir). 

Vernacular names. 27one recorded. 

Description. Much darker above, more olive and less fulvous 
than P. (f. lejpida, below tinged with brown rather than fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 40 to 43 mm. ; tail 48 to 62 mm. ; tarsus 
17 mm. ; culmen about 9 mm. 

Distribution. Assam and Eastern Bengal ; the Ganges delta. 

Nidification. Very similar to that of P. g. lejpida but seems to 
breed always in very dense grass in river-beds. Mr. H. Stevens, 
the discoverer of this bird, took several nests with eggs during 
April. These latter are small, rather dull-coloured editions of 
those of the Indian Streaked Wren-Warbler. They vary in size 
between 11*9 x 9*3 and 14*0 x 11*0 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of the last bird but frequenting much 
heavier denser grass and apparently not frequenting bushes at all. 
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Prinia flaviventris. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. ‘Daiker^lDotli al) 0 ^e and below . . . P, f. /iaviuent}'ts, ^ 528. 

15. Paler, both above and below P. f. sindiana, p. 529. 

(933) Prinia flaviventris flaviventris. 

Tue Yeit.ow-belmej> Wken-Waubler. 

Ortliotomusjiamventris Deleaa , Rev. ZooL, 1840, p. LOl (Bhutan) 
Fi'iniajlamventris, Blanf, & uates, i, p. 449. 

Yernacular names. DaoiisJia gurrmu (Oacliari). 

Description. Porebead and crown dark ashy, shading into ashy- 
green on tlie nape and olive-green on the upper ])luinage and 
closed wings ; tail olive-green, obsoletely cross-rayed, Lipped paler 
and sometimes faintly subtipped darker; lores dusky brown; a 
white eyebrow, not always present ; a ring round the eye yellowish 
white; chin, throat and breast white, suffused with fulvous in 
varying degree ; sides of the head and throat ashy ; remainder of 
lower plumage bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris tan-brown ; bill black in Summer,, 
homy-brown in Winter, paler below; legs and leet fleshy-orange 

Measurements. Wing 42 to 49 mm.; tail 56 to 70 mm.- 
tarsns about 21 mm.; culmen about 10 to 11 inm. ; Southern 
Burmese birds have larger bills measuring 11 to 12 mm. 

In Winter the tail is longer, but the white eyebrow said by 
Oates to be a Winter character appears to be an individual one, 
some birds having it. in both Summer and Winter whilst other 
birds have no signs of it. 

Distribution. Tlie Nepal Terai, Himalayas to East and South 
Av«!sam ; Eastern Bengal, Burma and Malay States to Singapore 
and West Sumatra. 

Nidification. The Yellow-bellied Wren-Warbler breeds ovei- 
all its range after the rains break from the end of June to 
September ; in Assam, however, where there is inoie rain earlier in 
the year, they commence breeding in early May. They breed at all 
elevations up to 3,000 feet andevenupto 3,600 feeton rare occasions, 
but generally below 2,600 feet. ^ The nest is made of shreds ot 
grass-blades and is egg-shaped with a comparatively large entrance 
near the top ; there is no lining as a rule, though sometimes finer 
grass-stems are used for this purpose. It is placed in grass, 
among weeds or, less often, in a low bush and is well fixed to the 
supporting grass-stems or stalks. Occasionally the nest is quite 
pendent but, more usually, one or more of the stalks are ^^ound 
into the base and sides as well. The eggs number four and in 
colour are a brilliant glossy brick^red, normally unicoloured, but, 
exceptionally, with a darker ring or cap at the larger end. Eorty 
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eggs a\erage 15*2xll‘8 mm.: maxima 16*4 x 11*9 and 14*ox 
12*5 mm. ; minima 14*2 X 11*6 and 16'1 x ll'O mm. 

HaMts. 'rhis pretty little Warbler keeps almost entirely to 
grass-land, low bush and scrub-jungle or to reeds and elepliant- 
grass in swamps and marshy places. Sometimes it may be found 
in thin secondary growth in deserted cultivation but never, I 
think, in heavy jungle or forest. It takes its insect diet from the 
leaves and grasses and also from the ground, where it is very active. 
On the wing it is very feeble and has the same top-heavy "flight of 
most of the long-tailed Prinias. As a rule, it shuns observation, 
but in the breeding-season the male sings a cheery, but weak, 
little song, perched high up on some tall grass or bush top. It 
makes the same curious clicking noise as it moves about as do- 
other species of this genus, possibly with its bill, more probablv 
with its wings meeting over its back. 


(9:34) Prinia flaviventris sindiana, 

TiCBHTJESt’s WllEy-WAHniiEIl. 

Privia JiaviveiUris sindianus Ticehurst, Bull. 13. 0. 0., xl, p. 157 
(1920) (Sukkur, Sind). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. “Similar to P. /. flaviventris but paler: less 
intense (“ saturated ”) olive-green above, especially on the rump : 
rather paler yellow on belly, flanks and vent.’’ 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

measurements. Wing 43 to 45 mm. ; culmen 9*5 to 10 mm. ; 
tail 48 to 64 mm. 

Distribution. Sind and Bannu in North-West Frontier Province. 

Nidification. Mr. T. B. Bell found this bird breeding in Sind 
in April, placing its nest in clumps of ‘‘ Ichan grass or m thw 
thicker boughs of tamarisk three to five feet from the ground. 
The nest is a very deep purse made of fine roots, grass and 
vegetable-down, and lined with fine grasses. The eggs are not 
described but are, presumably, not distinguishable from those of 
the preceding race. Doig gives the nesting-season as March, June 
and September. 

Habits. According to Ticehurst, this is a very local Warbler, 
and is essentially a bird of Tamarisk and grass jungle. He 
S 3 dlabifies the note as “ tweecldle-Zi-UJ^ 

Prinia socialis. 

Key to Suhsjoecies, 


A. Below rather pale rufescent bufi P, s. socialis, p. 630. 

B. Below more richly coloured and more rufous 

on flanks and thighs P. s. stewarti, p. 531. 

VOL. II. 2 M 
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(935) Prinia socialis socialis. 

The Ashy Wbeh-Wakbler. 

Frinia socialis Syies, P. Z.S., 1832, p. 89 (Deccan) ; Blanf. & Oates, 
i, p. 450 (part.). 

Yemaciilar names. PMitki, Kola phutki (Hiii.) ; (Hin. 

in S. India). 

Description. — ^Summer. Upper plumage dark slaty-ashy, rather 
paler on lower back and rump ; wings dark rufous, the concealed 
parts dark brown ; tail rufous, tipped ith white or pale buff and 
■with a broad subtenninal dark band ; a narrow supercilium buff, 
■often absent ; lores and round the eye almost black ; whole lower 
plumage rufescent buff, paler on the centre of the abdomen, darker 
on the thighs and under tail-eoYerts ; axillaries, under wing- 
coverts and an oblique patch across under surface of quills rufous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris tan or yellow; bill black alwaj^^s ; legs 
and feet flesby-brown or pale horny. 

measurements. Wing 47 to 52 mm. ; tail 50 to 61 mm. in 
Summer, 68 to 78 mm. in Winter; tarsus about 20 to 21 mm. ; 
culmen 10 to 11 miu. 

In Winter the upper parts are much more suffused with rufous ; 
the crown alone remaining pale ashy, but, judging from the very 
long series of Winter birds in the British Museum collection, 
old birds do not always become rufous at this season ; the buff 
supercilium does not appear to be a seasonal character. 

Young birds are like the adult in Winter, though more yellow 
below. 

Distribution. Ceylon and South India, South of a line running 
from Surat, Kbandesh and Nagpore and thence South-East to the 
mouths of the Godavari. 

Nidiffcation. The Ashy Wren- Warbler breeds from March to 
September, nearly always having at least two broods. The nest 
varies very greatly in construction. In many cases it is like a 
very roughly made, large and unlined nest of the Tailor-bird. 
Two or more leaves are sewn together with roots and grasses, the 
actual stitches being made with silk from cocoons or spiders’ egg- 
bags or with spiders’ webs only. The lining in these generally 
consists of a base of fine roots covered with a matting of grass-seed 
down. A second type of nest is very like that already described 
as made by Prinia jflaviventris^ whilst yet a third type'is a rudely 
built and flimsy ball of grass, supported by grass and M'eeda, 
sometimes fairly well attached to the supports, sometimes hardly 
fastened to them at all. The eggs are either three or four in 
number and are like those of P. jlaviventris^ but on an average 
deeper in colour. Thirty eggs average 16-1 x 12*1 mm. : maxima 
17-Ox 12-1 mm. and 16*2 x 12-3 mm.; minioia 15-4 X 11*9 and 
16*2 X 11-8 mm. 
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Habits. This Warbler is found from the level of the Plains up 
to 7,000 feet in the Nilgiris and other hill-ranges in South India. 
It may be found in gardens, round about villages in cultivation and 
scattered bush and grass cover, being particularly fond of sugar- 
cane fields where it often breeds. In its habits generally it is 
much the same as Prbiia Jlavivent}'is, 


(936) Prinia socialis stewarti. 

Stewaht’s Ashy AVaEijr-WAiiBLisR. 

Prinia steivarti JBlyth, J. A. S. 13.,xvi, p. 455 (1847) (Agra). 

Piinia socialis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 450 (part.). 

Vernacular names. Phuthi^ Kala-phuiki (Hin.). 

Description. I can see no difference in the two forms, except 
that the lower plumage of l^orthern birds is decidedly more ricli 
and rufous than it is in Southern birds. 

Colours of soft parts as in P. s. socialis, 

Measurements. Wing 45 to 52 mm. ; tail 43 to 75 mm. 

Distribution. The whole of Northern India Bast of the 
'Chenab to Eastern Assam. South to Surat, Khandesh and 
Nagpore and thence South to the mouth of the Godavari. Over 
•a very wide area, both North and South of this imaginary line, 
the race is quite indeterminate in the majority of specimens, 
though in the extremes of their habitats the differences are well 
marked. 

Hidification. In no way different from that of the last bird, but 
it lays from four to six eggs, often five. It is essentially a bird of 
•gardens, cultivation and villages, though in Assam it is also found 
ill grass-lands and in thin secondary jungle. Sixty eggs average 
15*1x12-2 mm.; maxima 16*1x12-0 and 15*2 x 13*1 mm.; 
minima 14*1 X 10*9 ram. 

They breed as soon as the Eains break in June to the end of 
August, but in Assam, like the preceding Warbler, they commence 
to breed in May or even in April. They breed up to 4,000 feet, 
but, more commonly, under 2,000 feet. 

Habits. The same as those of P. s. socialis. 


Prinia sylvatica. 

Key to S%ibsjoecies. 

A. Above dull earthy-brown, tinged with rufous. P. s. sylmt{ca,'p. 632. 

B. Above darker, richer brown P. s. valida, p. 533. 

•C. Above much paler, more grey, less brown . . P. a. I'ufcscens, p. 533. 


2m 2 
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(937) Prinia sylvatica sylvatica. 

The JuKGiiE Weex-Wabblek. 

Friwia sylmtica Jerdon, Madr. Jour L. S., xi, p. 4 (1840) (Seegor, 
Nilpfiris) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 461 (part.). 

VemacTilar names. Kmda-lotalciin~jitta (Tel.) ; ToUningi (Hin. 
in Cen. India). 

Description. — Summer. Above dull earthy-brown, tinged with 
rufous, more especially on the rump ; wing-feathers dark brown, 
edged with pale dull rufous-brown ; tail brown, all but the central 
pair tipped white and with a blackish subterminal patch; the 
outermost pair almost wholly white on the inner web, intermediate 
pairs grading ; all the feathers faintly cross-rayed ; lores, a short 
aupercilium and round the eye pale fulvous ; ear-coverts and 
cheeks grey and buff ; whole lower plumage very pale buff ; 
axillaries, under wing-coverts and oblique patch on inner webs of 
quills pinkisk buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel ; bill in Summer pure black, in 
Winter horny-brown, paler at the base ; legs and feet ffes^hy- brown 
to pale fleshy. 

Measurements. Wing 55 to 06 mm.; tail 60 to 75 mm.; 
tarsus about 20 to 21 mm. ; culmen about 12 mm. 

In Winter the plumage is a warmer rufous-brown and the 
lower plumage more ochraceous ; the cheeks and ear-coverts more 
brown. 

Distribution. The whole of India with the exception of Mount 
Aboo and an unknown extent of area surrounding it. To the 
North-west as far as the lower Simla Hills and thence to Cutch ; 
to the Bast to Assam, Manipur and Lusbai Hills. 

Nidiflcatiou. The* Jungle Wren- Warbler breeds from June to 
September, making a deep cup-sliaped or domed nest of grasses.. 
The grass used consists principally of green strips torn from the 
blades but this is mixed with cobwebs, seed-dowm and other 
materials. The favourite site is a low thick bush or a tussock of 
coarse grass in ravines running through grass-lands but they 
also build in scrub and prass round about villages and adjoining 
cultivation. The eggs number three to five and the ground-colour 
varies from almost white to dull pinkish or dull blue-green. The 
markings consist of minute freckles of reddish, generally sparse 
over two-thirds of the surface but often coalescing to form a ring 
or cap at the larger end- lu shape they are long OA^al, obtuse- 
at the smaller end. Bifty eggs average 17’8 x 12-9 mm. : maxima 
18‘3 X 14*0 mm. ; minima 15-8 x 12'0 mm. 

Habits. Generally, the habits of this Warbler are typical of the 
genus but it is, as its name implies, a bird of the uncultivated 
country rather than of gardens and villages. It does not appear 
to ascend the hills above 2,000 feet. 
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(938) Prinia sylvatica valida. 

The Ceyloh Jungle When-Waruler. 

JDrymoica valida Blyth, J. A, S. B., xx, p. 180 (1851) (Ceylon). 

Prima syliati<ia. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. Jol (part.). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Biffers from P. s. sylvatica in being very mucli 
darker above. 

Colours of soft parts as in P. s. sylvatica. 

Measurements. Wing 58 to (53 mm.; tail 58 to 72 mm.; 
tarsus 22 to 23 mm. ; culmeu 12 to 13 mm. ; both ciilmeu and 
tarsus appear to be stouter and stronger, as \^e]l as longer, than 
in the last bird. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Nidification. Similar to that oF P. 1 $. sylvatica. The eggs 
measure about 18-1 x 12'9 mm. 

Habits. Those of the Common Jungle Wren-Warbler. 

(939) Prinia sylvatica rufescens. 

The Aboo Jungle Wben-Wabbler. 

Dtymmpus rufescetis Hume, Ihis, 1872, p. 110 (Mt. Aboo), 

Frima syhattca. Blanf & Oates, i, p. 451 ^^part.). 

Vernacular names. Tot-rungi (Hm.). 

Description. In Summer more grey, less brown than P . sylvatica 
and much paler than P. s. valida. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 63 to 64 (one 56) mm, ; tail 60 to 75 
mm. ; tarsus about 22 mm. ; culmen about 11 to 12 mm. 

Distribution. Mt. Aboo. 

Hidification. Unknown. 

Habits. Those of the species. This pale grey form is apparently 
found in almost desert country and on rocky bare hills with a very- 
scanty vegetation consisting of stunted grass and low bushes. 

Prinia inornata. 

Key to Suh^e<^es, 


A, Paler below, more fulvous, not rufous. 

a General tone of upper plumage pale eavtky- 

brown P. i. inornata^ p. 634, 

b. Above decidedly richer and browner F. i, jerdmi,^. 635. 

c. Above dark earthy-brown, tinged grey ... P. *. hurmanica^ 

B. Darker below, fulvous sti'ongly tinged with ^ [p. 536. 

rufous on flanks, thighs and vent FA, hhmfordi, p. 687. 
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Pnnia inoimati herherU is almost sure to be found in the low- 
lying swampy portions of Eastern Tenasserim. It is a much 
deeper-coloured bird than any of the above races and has no fulvous, 
or rufous tinge on the upper plumage. 

The eggs of this species form one of the most curious instances 
of variation according to the geographical distribution of the sub- 
species that I know of. The eggs of P. i.jerdoni from Ceylon and 
South India are a brilliant blue, spotted and streaked with deep 
red, purplish black or black. In Northern India the eggs laid aro 
decidedly a less brilliant blue and the markings are less deep- 
coloured, more often reddish brown than nearly black. In Oudh, 
we have these normal blue eggs over the greater part of the 
Province but in one small area round about Gronda the birds 
generally lay white eggs with bold blood-red and blackish s])ots 
and blotches. In Assam and Burma, P. i. hurmanica lays a duller 
blue egg, often tinted with pink, whilst in the South of Burma 
P. i. hlanfw'di lays a dull pinkish egg with reddish blotches and 
scrawls. Finally, in Siam, P. i. herherti lays the most beautiful pink 
eggs with great blotches and lines of blood-red, purplish red or 
almost black. The gradation from brilliant blue to the other 
extreme of brilliant pink is perfect but the cause for the variation 
is still obscure. 

In each area an occasional aberrant clutch of eggs may be 
found similar to the common type in one of the other areas. 

(940) Prinia inomata inornata. 

The Indtait Wuex-Waublee. 

Prinia inornata Sykes, P. Z. S., 183:^, p. 89 (Deccan) ; Blanf. & 
Oates, i, p 452. 

Vernacular names. Lota-hun-jHta (Tel.) ; Niongpho (Lepcha). 

Description. — Summer. Whole upper plumage and visible parts 
of wings pale earthy-brown with darker centres to the feathers ; 
the wing-qnills edged a little more rufescent; tail pale earthy- 
brown, faintly cross-rayed, edged with rufous and the inner webs 
much paler than the outer, generally with an ill-defined dark 
subterminal bar ; a short supercilmm and feathers round the eye 
fulvous-white ; lores dark brown ; ear-coverts and upper cheeks 
pale brown ; whole lower plumage pale pinkish-fulvous, darker on 
the thighs, vent and under tail-coverts ; axillaries and under wing- 
coverts fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellowish brown to bright yellow ; 
bill black in Summer, brown, with a paler fleshy base, in Winter ; 
legs and feet fleshy-white to light yellowish brown. 

Measurements. Wing 61 to 63 mm. ; tail 50 to 65 mm. ; tarsus 
about 22 mm. ; culmen 10 to 11 mm. 

In Winter the upper plumage is more fulvous-brown, the 
darker centres only showing on the crown. 
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Distribiitioii. The whole o£ India, !North of the Jsilgiris and 
Northern Travancore ; • East to Upper Assam, North ot the 
Brahinaputra. 

Nidification. The Indian Wren-Warbler commences to breed in 
J line as soon as the Eains break and continues until August and 
September. In Oudh most eggs are laid in July and these two 
latter months ; in East Bengal and North Assam, however, many 
nests may be found in March and Eebruary. In shape the nests 
are either globular, oval, or deep purses. The domed nests vary 
from about 4 to 6 inches either way but the purse nests are 
generally much more narrow, seldom more than 3 inches wide 
but, on the other hand, very deep, sometimes as much as 
8 or 9 inches and usually 6 inches or more. They are made 
entirely of very fine strips of grass-blades, strongly and carefully 
interwoven but without any lining. They may be placed in coarse 
grass, weeds or in a low bush and, where there are Tea-gardens, 
tea-bushes form a very favourite site. The eggs are bright blue, 
spotted sparingly but boldly with reddish brown, purple or blood- 
red brown and black and often have numerous hair-lines as well. 
The underlying spots are of lavender or pale pnrple-grey. The 
effect of the blue ground and dark marking is very bold and hand- 
some. In shape the eggs are broad blunt ovals, and two hundred 
of them average 15‘6 x 11*5 mm. : maxima 18*0 x 12*5 and 16'1 x 
12*5 mm. ; minima 14*0 x 10*6 and 14*5 x 10*1 mm. 

The eggs number three to five. 

Habits. This is a very familiar little Warbler, being found in 
some numbers, wherever there is sufficient low cover, round about 
houses, villages and towms, often entering into and even breeding 
in shrubs and grass in gardens. It has a loud note sounding like 
weet’ioeet-^ueet^ which it often indulges in, but no song, though, 
like the other Prinias, the male is very fond of mounting some high 
perch, where it twitters and trills excitedly, evidently in the full 
belief it is singing. Its flight is the usual top-heavy, feeble 
attempt of the genus and it is much more active on its legs, 
preferring to escape upon them into thick cover rather than take 
to wing. It prefers grass-cover to any other, but also frequents 
bushes, crops and secondary growth, though it is never found in 
heavy jungle or forest. It ascends the foot-hills up to some 
3,000 feet but is not common over that elevation. 

(941) Prinia inornata jerdoni. 

The OETnoH Wbeh-Waeblee. 

Drymcdca jerdoni Blyth, J. A. S.B., xvi, p. 459 (1847) (Ceylon). 

Prinia jerdoni, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 453. 

VeruacTilar names. Chit-kuravi (Tel., Travancore). 

Description. Differs from P. i, inornata in being very much 
darker and more richly coloured above ; the white tips and the 
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dark subterminal bars to tbe tail-feathers are better defined. In 
Winter also the general colour is much darker than in the Indian 
Wren- War bier. 

Colours of soft parts as in P. i. inornata. 

Measurements. Wing 48 to 55 mm. ; tail 52 to 65 mni. ; tarsus 
21 to 22 mm.; culmen 11 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon and South India to the Nilgiris and 
Travail core and tbe southern parts of Malabar. Oates records" 
both this and the last race from the Nilgiris, treating them as 
species but the fine series in the Biitish Mnseum shows clearly 
that all tbe birds of these Hills must be assigned to the present 
subspecies. 

Nidification. Messrs. Wait and Phillips have seen nests and eggs 
of this little Warbler in practically eveiy month of the year m 
Ceylon but there seem to be two principal seasons, one December 
to February and the second in July and August. In the hills 
of Southern India it breeds from March to July. The nest is 
nearly always of the long purse-shape and domed egg-shaped nests 
are rare. The eggs are like those of the last race but brighter 
blue, more boldly marked and more frequently with some hair-lines. 
One hundred eggs average 15-8 x 11-7 mm. : maxima 17‘8xl2’2 
and 16*7 X 12*3 mm. ; minima 14*2 x 11*2 and 15-1 X‘ll*l mm. 
The usual clutch of eggs is three, sometimes four. 

Habits. Those of the genus. This race is especially fond of 
grass near water. It is lound up to 6,000 or even 7,000 feet on 
the Nilgiris and adjoining hills. 

(942) Prinia inomata burmanica. 

The Bttemesb Wben'-Waubleb. 

Prinia inomata hurmanica Harington, Bull. B. 0. 0., xxxi, u. Ill 
(1913) (Mandalay). » » P 

Vernacular names. IN’one recorded. 

Description. White tips and black bars on the tail-feathers 
much more distinct than in P. i. inomata ; general tone darker 
and greyer in plumage. 

Colours of soft parts as in P. i. inomata, 

^ Measurements. Wing 47 to 57 mm. ; tail 47 to 64 mm. ; tarsus 
about 22 mm. ; culmen about 11 mm, 

Kstribution. Assam, South of the Brahmaputra and the whole 
of Burma as far South as Bangoon ; Kachin Hills, Shan States 
and Northern Siam. 

NidMcation. Similar to that of the other races, but the domed- 
shaped nest is more often built than the purse or tubular-shaped 
ones. They breed principally in May, June and July. 

. are like those of P, i, inomata but many have a strong 

pink tinge in them and only very exceptional eggs are as pure a 
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blue as those of that race. Two hundred eggs, includiug a large 
series measured by Mr, J. M. D. Mackenzie, average 15*4 x 11“9 
mm.: maxima 16*75x11*5 and 16*0 xl2'0 mm.; minima 15*4x 
11*3 inm. 

Habits. Those of the species. 

(943) Prinia inomata blanfordi. 

The Tbnassbeim ■WTren-AVaheleh. 

Drymoica hlanfot'di Wald., Blytli’s B. of Burma, p. 118 (1875) 
(Tlia 3 ^etmyo). 

Prinia inornata, Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 4ol. 

VemacTilar names. None recorded. 

Description. Darker and more rufous above than P. L htirmanica 
and much more fulvous below. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races, but the hill never 
becomes blade in Summer, 

Measurements. Wing 47 to 52 mm.; tail 53 to 73 mm.; 
tarsus about 22 mm. ; culmen about 11 iiim. 

Distribution. Burma from Bangoou Southwards. Possibly 
in the extreme Bast of Tenasserim another race, P. L herherti, may 
be found. 

Hidification. Similar to that of the other subspecies, but the 
eggs are still less blue and more pink in colour than those of the 
Northern Burmese race, some eggs approaching the beautiful pink 
type of egg always laid by P. i. herherti. One hundred and 
fifty eggs average 15*7x11*5 nim. : maxima 17*0 X 12*25 mm.; 
minima 14*25x10*6 mm. Three to five eggs are laid in a 
clutch. 

Habits. Those of the species. 
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Family EEGULIDiE. 

In this family Oates retained only the one genus, llegidiis^ whilst 
he placed LeptojgoRcile and Qephalopyims in his subfamily lAotA- 
chhuB of the family TimaliidcB. Gadow, in Yolume viii. of the 
British Museum Catalogue of Birds places the first two genera in 
the Itegulidce, whilst Cephalojgyrus he keeps with the Titmouses, 
Paridce, in the genus JSgithalus. Hartert, on the other hand, 
places all three genera in the Faridas, though he does not absorb 
CejoTiahjpy^^ into j^githahis or into any of the other genera. 

I can see no resemblances to the TimaliidcB in either Beg ulus or 
Leptopoecile, which are undoubtedly very closely allied. Gejghalo- 
pyrus is very close to Leptopcedle but differs from both the other 
genera in its most unusual nidifi cation. With the Warblers they 
have many characters in common and, probably, their most correct 
position would be between the Faridce and Sylviidce. 

In this family, Begulidce, the birds are all alike very small with 
thick soft plumage : the head is sub-crested ; the bill is small and 
straight, less than half the length of the head ; rictal bristles are 
present, though in different degree and there is an operculum, 
or semi-operculum, over the nostril, which is placed in a groove ; 
the wing is short and rounded, the 4th, 5th and 6th primaries 
being subequal ; the tail is shorter than the wing but varies in 
shape ; the tarsus is long, more than two and a half times the 
length of the hind toe without claw. 


Key to Genera, 


A. Nostrils covered with a stiff feather IIegui.us, p. 538 

B. No feather over nostril. 

a. Crown chestnut suffused with blue ; tail 

well rounded Lbptopcecile, p. 542. 

h. Crown orange-red ; tail square Cbphalopyeus, p. 644. 


Genus BEGXJLITS. 

BegxduB Koch, Syst, haier. Zool., p. 199 (1816). 
Type, B. cristatus Koch=i^. regulus. 

Beg^ilus regulus- 

MotacUla regtdus Linn. S. N. i, p. 838 (1766). 
Type-locality : Sweden. 
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Key to Subspecies, 


A. Upper parts dull olive -gi*een, below 

fulvous-white R, r, 7nmalayensts, p. 539* 

B. Upper parts darker and browner, below 

greyisli white R. r, yiinnanensis^ p. 541. 

C. Upper parts paler and more grey, below 

greyish white ‘ J?. r. p. 541. 


(944) Begnlus regains himalayeasis. 

The Himalayan Goldcbest, 

Regidua himalayensis Jerdon, B. of I., ii, p. 206 (1803) (N.W. 

Himalayas) (restricted to Srinagar). 

ReyvlViS cristatus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 344. 

Vernacular names. None recorded- 

Description. — Adult male. Centre of crown flame-colour edged 
with bright lemon -yellow ; sides of crown black ; upper parts dull 
olive-green, greyish on the upper back and becoming almost 
olive-yellow on the rump and upper tail-coverts; tail-feathers 
brown edged with olive-yellow; wing- coverts dark brown edged 



Fig. So. — Head of 7?. r, himalayensib. 

with yellowish white forming two broad bars ; quills brown edged 
with yellowish white and with a black patch ou the base of the 
inner primaries ; lores and round the eye greyish white ; below 
fulvous -w’hite, tinged with olive on the flanks and sides of 
breast. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black ; legs and 
claws dark greenish brown, soles of feet paler and more 
yellowish. 

Measurements. Length about 100 mm. ; wing 53 to 58 mm. ; 
tail about 36 mm. ; tarsus about 17 mm. ; culmen 9 to 10 mm. 
Hartert gives the wing as 55 to 58*5 mm. but there are several 
smaller than this in the British Museum. 

Adult female. Similar to the male but with the centre of the 
crown yellow. The sexes are about the same in size. 

The young are like the female but brighter and paler, though 
wdth no gold crest. 

The Himalayan Goldcrest has generally been separated from 
the European on account of its larger size and more brilliant 
flame-coloured crown. Neither of these aBeged differences hold 
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good. The large series in tbe British Mnseum show the same 
extremes of measurement in both forms and the degree of variation 
in the colour of the crown is also the same. On the other hand, 
Meguliis r. regulus is a much more yellow bird above than is our 
Himalayan form and this quite suffices for its identification. 

Distributioii. The Himalayas from Afghanistan, through. Kash- 
mir, the Simla and Garhwal Hills, Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan to 
the Dafla and Abor Hills. It is not found South of the Brahma- 
putra but some form of liegulus is sure to be found in the higher 
Chin and Kachin Hills. It is also found in Western Clni^a but 
ill is difficult to say where this form meets the dark Yunnan 
bird. 

Hidification. There is very little on record about the nidifica- 
tion of this bird. Buchanan took its eggs in the Liddar Valley in 
May, and Ward also obtained them in June and July in Kashmir. 
Whitehead found them common in the Safed Koh in Summer 
and took one nest wdth young and an addled egg on tbe 7th July 
at Batta Kandi, 10,000 tt., on a Palnda tree, 40 feet from the 
ground. The nest is like that of the English Goldcrest, a 
beautifully made hanging bag of moss, lichen, spiders’ bags, etc., 
attached to the end of a branch of a Pine, Deodar or some other 
tree. 

The eggs seem to be of two types. The first and most common 
are just like those of our English bird, i. e., they vary from pale 
bnfEy-white to pale buff or pinky-buff indistinctly freckled in a 
ring at the larger end with a darker shade of the same. The 
second type, which includes Major Whitehead s and also some 
taken by Mr. S. L. Whymper, has a pure white ground-colour and 
is boldly speckled with reddish brown — in fact., just like the egg 
of Fhylloscopiis trocJiiloides. Had not several collectors obtained 
these eggs with the birds on the nest one would have feared 
some mistake. The earliest eggs recorded are those taken by 
Buchanan in May, though few birds seem to lay until w^ell on into 
June and most lay in July. The first nest ever taken however, 
that by Sir E. B. Buck at Eoyee, contained seven young on the 
8th June. 

The eggs average about 14-3 x 10'7 mm. 

Habits.' A restless energetic little bird keeping much to the 
higher branches of conifers, where it hunts for its iusect-food in 
much the same manner as the PhylloscopL Except when with its 
last brood of young it is not found in fiocks hut where one is the 
pair to it is always near by. Its flight is quick, strong and direct 
tor so small a bird and it constantly utters its Shrew-like squeak 
both on the wing and when feeding. It is found at all heights 
in Summer up to 12,000 feet and in Winter descends to 5,000 feet 
or lower in Elashmir and the Western Himalayas and to 3,000 
feet on the Afghanistan and Baluchistan Erontier. 
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(^45) Regulus regulus yunnanensis. 

The Tunh-ax Goldchest. 

IRet/ubtfi yunnanens'is Rippon, IBull. B. 0. C., xix, p. 19 (1906) 
(\V. Yunnan). 

Vernacular names. Jsoiie recorded. 

Description. Similar, sex for sex, to R, r. Inmalayensis but 
mucb darker. Above, the colour is a dark olive-brown, the rump 
paler and yellowish ; below, it is a dull greyish white with practi- 
cally no tinge of buff or fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Himalayan Goldcrest. 

Measurements. Length about 110 mm. ; wing about 55 to 
57 mm. ; tail about 28 mm. ; tarsus 17 mm. ; culmen 9 to 10 mm. 

On au average, the wing-measurement of this race is about 
56 mm. as against 54*5 mm. in the Himalayan bird. 

Distribution. Yunnan. A specimen sent me from the IS'orthern 
Shan States seems referable to this race. 

Ridificatiou. The specimen sent me was caught on its nest, 
which was built on a Pine and iu general character just like that 
of the other races, a bag of lichen, moss and spiders’ webs, well 
lined with the softest feathers. It contained four eggs of the 
common type of Begulus egg and was taken on the 4th June at 
Temathaing, at about 9,000 feet. 

Habits. jSTothing recorded. 

(^946) Heg^ulus regulus tiistis. 

The Mbiiv Goldckest. 

Ileyuliis regulus Pleske, Bull. Acad. St. Peterab., lii, p. 146 (188:i) 
(Merv). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to JH. r. liimalayensis but paler and greyer 
above and more grey, less fulvous, below. 

Colours of soft parts apparently the same as in the other races. 

Measuremeuts- Wing 55 to 57 mm. ; tail 40 to 41 inin. ; tarsus 
about 17 mm.; culmen about 10mm. 

Distribution. Transcaspia, Tianschan, Samarkhand, Kashgar 
and possibly the Indian Frontier on the Afghanistan and Baluchi- 
stan boundary in Winter. Whitehead’s breeding-birds were not, 
I think, of this race, but true hinialayensisj though they are rather 
pale. A specimen from Quetta, shot in January, is, however,, 
much nearer t^'istis. 

Nidiffcation and Habits. Nothing recorded. 
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Qenus LEPTOP(ECILE. 

L&ptopc&cUe Severtz., Turkest. JeTotn., p. 06 (187.S). 

Type, i. so^hioB Severtz. 

The genus contains one lovely species, whiph extends from 
Turkestan to Western China. 

In Leptopcecile the bill is very slender, straight, sharp-pointed 
and entire ; the nostrils are covered hy a membrane and by some 
frontal hairs but not with feathers ; the rictal bristles are strong 
and well developed. The wing is rounded as in Eegiilus but the 
tail IS also vt ell graduated. 

There are several races, of which two have been found within 
the limits of this work. 


LeptopoBcile sopbise. 

Key to Stibsjyecies, 

A. Crown lilac-rufous with blue reflections .... L. s, sophuB^ p. 643. 
13. Crown rich chestnut with no blue X. s, obscnrnj p. 643. 


(947) LeptopoBcile sophi® sophi®. 

Stoliczka’s Waeblbr-Tit. 

Leptopoecile sopJiicB Severtz., Turk. Jevotu. in I. C. Moscov., viii, 3, 
p. 135 (1873) (Issuk-Kiil) , Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 346. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.— Adult male. Forehead and a broad supercilium 
golden-white ; crown lilac-rufous with blue reflections, lores 



Fig. 86. — ^Head of L, s. sopknB. 

brown with the same ; back and wing-covercs ashy-grey with 
tinges of faint blue here and there; quills brown edged paler ; 
rump brilliant cobalt-blue, the bases of the feathers rufous and 
showing through to a less or greater extent ; upper tail-coverts 
darker blue ; tail dark brown, the three central pairs of feathers ‘ 
edged with blue and the three outer with whitish ; sides of head, 
neck, throat, upper breast and flanks a beautiful lilac^blue, the 
rich rufous bases of the feathers showing hut very slightly ; the 
chin is generally quite rufous ; abdomen and vent pale fawn. 


LEPTOP(ECILE. 


543 


Colours of soft parts. Iris bright red ; bill black ; legs and 
feet horny blackish -brown (StoliczJca). 

Measurements. Length about 100 mm. ; wing 47 to 53 mm. ; 
tail 46 to 51 mm. ; tarsus 2 L to 22 mm. ; culmen about 9 mm. 

Female. Like the male but paler everywhere and without any 
lilac except to a squall extent on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; 
the crown is a paler rufous and the sides of the head and whole 
lower plumage is pale fulvous ; the flanks more or less washed with 
blue. 

The colours of the soft parts and Measurements are the same 
as in the male. 

Distribution. Turkestan to Xansu, wandering as far South as 
Oilgit, Northern Kashmir and Ladak. 

Nidiflcation. This beautiful little bird breeds in Turkestan in 
May and probably June. The only eggs I have seen -vvere a clutch 
of five in the Coltart collection taken on the 13th of May, 1909. 
The nest was a mass of lichen, moss, tiny roots and odds and 
ends of vegetable-matter lined with feathers. In shape it was a 
long domed oval with the entrance close to the top. It was said 
to have been placed low down in a scrubby bush. The eggs five in 
number are a dull white sparsely speckled, and chiefly at the 
larger end, with blackish brown ; the texture is fine but there is 
no gloss and they are very fragile, in shape they are broad ovals 
and they measure about 13‘0x 10*9 mm. 

Habits. The same as those of the next and better-known form, 
L. s, ohsntm. 


(948) Leptopoecile sophise obscura. 

The Tibet A3S- Tit-Waebleb 

Leptopmcile obscura Przew., Zap. Im. A. N. & St. P., Iv. p. 80 
(1887) (N.E. Tibet). 

Yeruacular names- Cliiu-t7iep-to (Tibetan, G-yantse). 

Description. — The male and female are sex for sex similar to 
the same sexes in the preceding race hut much darker. The male 
has practically the whole lower surface deep purple-lilac, the 
centre of the belly patched with dark fulvous and rufous ; the 
supercilium is generally broader and whiter, whilst the crown and 
nape are rich rufous without any lilac or blue reflections. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris reddish brown to bright red ; bill 
dark homy or blackish brown, often almost black ; legs horny- 
brown. 

Measurements. About the same as those of L, s. sopMcs ; wing 
50 to 51 mm. ; tail 49 to 52 mm. ; tarsus 21 to 23 mm. ; culmen 
about 9 mm. 

The young are like the adult female but have no lilac at all 
either on rump, upper tail-coverts or flanks. 
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Distribution. South Tibet and East to the Yangtse-kiang. 
The type-locality is N.E. Tibet, but in the extreme JN'.E. sopliice^ 
is undoubtedly the subspecies found; it also possibly straggles 
into Grilgit, where it again meets that form. It is common in 
the extreme North of Sikkim in the Chambi Valley. 

Nidihcation. The Tibetan Tit-Warbler breeds from the middle 
of April to the end of May, second broods being often reared in 
June and even early July. It is extremely common in the 
G-yantse plateau, where many have found its nests and eggs. The 
nest is invariably placed very low down, often only a few inches 
from the ground, in the small dense clumps of a thorn-bush which 
grows everj'-where on this plateau and, as it is always built well 
inside, it is frequently very difficult to get at even when its situa- 
tion has been spotted. In shape the nest may be a ball, an oval 
or a long domea affair of no particular shape, wedged into a mass 
of thorns and stout twigs. The ball-shaped nests measure 
between 5 and 6 inches either way, whilst the shapeless ones 
may measure up to 9 or even 10 inches with a chamber of about 
3 inches densely lined with feathers both soft and hard. The 
outside seems to be al\v^^|ys ornamented with spiders’ egg-bags and 
small scraps of lichen, etc., whilst the main portion of the nest is 
composed o£ moss, lichen, grass and feathers all mixed up and 
matted together. 

The eggs number four to six and are tiny fragile ovals with 
glossless white shells speckled with dark blackish brown, occasion- 
ally “with paler and redder specks and tiny blotches. Eifty eggs 
average 15T X 11’6 mm. : the maxima are 16'0xl2*lmm. and 
15*5 X 12 2 mm. ; the minima 14-3 X ll’O and 14-8 x 10*9 ram. 

Habits. The habits of this little bird seem to be a cross between 
those of the Titmouses and Warblers. It is extraordinarily 
restless and 'equally energetic - it scuttles along branches and 
twigs, now running along their upper surface, now proceeding 
head downwards along their lower. Then, when one has decided 
that its actions are purely Tit-like, it commences to make little 
sallies into the air, little flutters before leaves and dowers or 
otherwise to beliave in the way so many Wai biers do. It flies 
direct and fairly quickly, much as does lief/uhis and, like that 
species, keeps, when feeding, principally to the higher branches of 
trees. ' 

It is essentially a bird of high levels, breeding between 10,000 
and 15,000 feet and, even in winter, being seldom found under 

9.000 feet, though it may descend on rare occasions as low as 

5.000 feet. It is entirely insectivorous in its diet! 


Genus CEPHALOPYEUS, 
Cephalopt/rus Bonnp,, Jerdon, B. of Ind., ii, p. 267 (1864). 
Type, C. flammiceps Burton, 
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This genus contains but one species which is apparently very 
closely allied to the preceding but the wing is proi)ortionately 
longer and more pointed, with a minute first primary and the tail 
is short and square. 

Oates thouglit it probable that Cepliciloiiyrus has a vSpriiig 
moult, or at any rate a partial one, but that the material at his 
disposal was insufficient to prove this. 

The extraordinary nidification oE this bird, blue eggs laid in 
holes in trees, at once makes one very doubt Ful as to whether it 
can possibly be placed with the liegididce and it may have to be 
removed therefrom, either to another family or, more probably, to 
a family, Gejphalopyridce^ by itself. Certainly, in so far as its 
nidification is concerned it shows no affinity with any other 
Oriental bird with which I am acquainted. 

The egg is like that of the Suthoras and so may be said to 
form a link with the Tits through the Paradoxoniiihidce, but 
those birds make very Paiiurits-like nests and do not lay their 
eggs high up in tiny holes in trees. 

For the present I retain it, though with many misgivings, in 
this Family. 


(949) Cephalopjrrus flammiceps. 

The Fxee-cappbjd Tit-Wabblee. 

JEgithalm Jlarmniceps Burton, P. Z. S., 1835, p. 153 (Ilimalayas). 

CeplialopyjusJiammiceps, Blanf. & Oates, i, p, 247. 

Vernacular names- None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Forehead and fore crown darning 
scarlet ; upper plumage bright olive-yellow, greener on the upper 
hack and purer yellow on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; wings 
and tail brown, the feathers edged with olive-yellow, almost white 
on the inner secondaries ; lores yellow, more or less washed with 
scarlet ; a short broad supercilium the same ; chin and upper 
throat scarlet-orange ; sides of head, lower throat, breast and 
flanks golden-yellow fading to dull, pale yellow on the abdomen 
and under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark browm ; bill plumbeous or horny- 
grey; legs plumbeous or slaty-brown. 

Measurements. Length about 100 to 110 mm.; wing 57 to 
60 mm. ; tail 28 to 31 mm. ; tarsus about 17 mm. ; culmen about 
9 mm. 

Adult female. Above dull pale olive-green with no red and 
below dull whitish washed with pale olive-yellow. 

Colours of soft parts aud Measurements as in the male. 

The young male is like the female. 

Male after first moult like the adult male but decidedly darker 
and with the scarlet confined to the forehead, 

voii. II. 2 N 
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Distribution. The Himalayas from Afghanistan ahd G-ilgit to 
Bhutan between 3,000 and 10,000 feet, descending to the 
Northern Plains in winter as far as Kaipur, Nagpur and Saugor. 
It is also found in North Yunnan and Szechuan. 

Nidification. This Tit-Warbler breeds in Kashmir, the Simla 
and G-arhwal Hills, etc., between 5,000 and 10,000 feet in May 
and June. It is a common bird in the Murree Hills at 9,000 feet, 
making a deep cup-shaped nest of fine grasses and roots, wliich it 
places ill a natural hole in a tree, generally in the trunk and 
most often at a great height from the ground. Marshall and Cook 
both found the nest at about 15 feet from the ground, but Rattray, 
Buchanan, Wilson and others took it as high up as 40 feet.^ 

The eggs, which number four or five, are very remarkable, being 
a beautiful soft blue-green, a shade darker than the common 
Hedge-Sparrow’s egg, without any gloss, although the surface is 
very fine and close. In shajie they are broad ovals, the smaller 
end very little accentuated. Twenty-five eggs in my collection 
average 14*5 x ll’O mm. : the maxima length and breadth are 
16*2x11*5 mm., and the minima 13*9x10*3 in each case both 
being found in the same egg. 

Habits. In its habits this bird appears to be a true llegulus and 
resembles that bird in flight, song and its entirely insectivorous 
diet. On trees it has the same quick restless movements and 
it also has the same rather curious habit of constantly flying 
backwards and forwards between two favourite feeding-grounds. 
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{^Synonyms in Ualta^ 


ahhotfi {Oyanecula), 8G. 

Abrorms, 495, 

Ahrornis, 403. 

aaanthizoules (Ahrornis), 504. 
acantluzoicles ^(Horovnis), 504. 
acantliizoKles acantliizoides (Hor- 
ornis), 504. 

acantliizoides brunnescens (Hor- 
ornis), 505. 

Acanthopneusle, 471. 

Acrocephalus, 387. 

Acroc&phalus, 387. 

Adelura, 104 
aedon (Arundinax), 440. 
aedo?i (Muscicapa), 440. 
aedon (Phragtnaticola), 440. 
senea (Cliaptia), 368. 

<snea {CJiaptia), 368. 
senea aanea (Chaptia), 368. 
seuea malayensis (Chaptia), 369. 
isneus (Dicrimis), 368. 
affinis (Ahrorins), 486. 
affiiiis {Cryptolopka), 486. 
affinis (Citrruca), 451. 
affinis iMotaoilla), 454. 
affinis (Perici'ocoiusX 324. 
affinis {Pelrocincla), 175. 
alliais (PhylLOscopus\ 454. 
affinis {Phyllosoopus), 454. 
affinis (Seieercu.s), 486. 
affinis (Si/lvia), 449, 451. 
affinis (Tahitrea), 267. 
affinis (Tcphrodomts), 313. 
affims (I'erpsiphoiie), 267. 
agrlGola {^Acrocephalus\ 394. 
ayrioola {Si/lvia {Acroceplialits)), 394. 
agrioola haringtoni {Aci'ocepibalus), 
396. 

agricolua (Acrocephalua), 394. 
Agrobates, 385. 


Agrohafps, 3S"> 

albicaiidata {MiisGicnpa)^ 242 
albicaudata ^Sloparolii), 242. 
olhicaitdata {Stoparola), 242. . 
albicollis (PlatvHiyncJuis'), 280 
albicollis (Hhipidura). 280. 
alhicolks (lihipidfcra)f 280 
albicollis albicollis (Rhipidura), 280, 
alhiciUa {muscwapa)^ 211. 
alhiciUa XSvp'hia)^ 211. 
albif rolls (Pericroootns), 334. 
tilhifi'ons {Periarocotiis\ 334. 
aUnfrontata {Ehpidnm), 277, 278, 
279. 

alhiyidans ( Geocichla)., 153. 
albimgm (Saxicola), 40 
albii ictus {Bicnirits), 357. 
alhiventris {Brachypteryx), 11. 
albiaeniris \CaU&ni)^ 11. 
alhiventris {Ciitocincla), HO. 
albiventns (Horoniis), 507. 
alhiventi is ( Horornis)^ 507- 
alhiventris (KittacinclcC), 119. 
alhiventris (iVcor«ss), .507. 
alhooincfa (JMemla), 129. 
cdhocinct'HS {Tardus), 129. 
alboyularis {Ahromis), 498. 
albogularis {Geooiohla), 153. 
albogiilaris albogularis (Abrornis), 
498. 

alboniger (CEiiantbe), 40. 
alhoniger ( Saxicola^, 40. 
alhosuperciliaris {Ahroi'iiis), 490. 
jilaeonax, 248. 

Alseonax, 248. 
althaea (Sylvia), 450. 
althea {Sylvia), 450. 
andamanensis iCopsycJiiis), 116. 
andamanensis {I>Lcnw‘tit>), 371. 
andamanensis (Disseni oroides), 371. 
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midamm&nm {I>mmmToides\ 371. 
andamanensis {Geocichla\ 152. 
andamanensLS (Pericrocotm), 322. 
andamanensis andamanensis (Disse- 
muroides), 371. 

andamanensis dicrunformis (Dissc- 
inui’oides), 372. 
annectens {Buchmtga^ 353. 
annectens (Dicrurus), 353. 
annectens {JOioriirus), 353. 

Anthipes, 243. 

AntJnpes, 243. 

Arceuthornis, 153. 
ardesiaoa (Lophociita\ 314 
ardesiacus {IHatyloplms)^ 314. 
amiand%i {Aliroi ms), 463 
armandii (PhyllosLopus) 463 
Arrenga, 182. 

Arrenga, 182. 

Artamidse, 348, 

Artamus, 348 
Artamus^ 348. 

arundinacens (Acrooephalus), 391. 
amndinaoeiis {Tw'dus), 391. 
arimdinaceus orientalis (Acro- 
cepbalus), 391, 
asiaitcus (Cinclus), 4. 
assimths {Lantus), 287. 
ashgma {Cyomm), 223 
astignia, {^Mumcapct), 223. 

{Dvn'unis), 356, 367, 368. 
atra {Musctcapa), 355. 
atrata {Pratincole^, 25. 
atrigularis (Ortliotomus), 414. 
atrigula^'ts ( Orthotomm), 414, 416. 
atrigula'i'%8 {Snya\ 623, 
atr^gulans (T&irrhalens), 194. 
atrigularis atrigularis (Orthotomus), 
414. 

atrigularis nitidua (Orthotomns), 
416. 

atrogularis {Acemtor), 194. 
atrogularts {Mencla), 137. 
atrogularis (Prunella), 194. 
atrogulans {Saxicola), 61. 
atrogularis (Suya), 622. 
airognlaris (Suya), 523. 
atrogularis (Turdiis), 137. 
atrogulai'ts (Turdm), 137. 
ati*ogularis atrogularis (Suya),'523. 
atrogularis kliasiana (Suya), 624. 
enuihefn (Lamus), 288. 
aurea auiea (Oreocincla), 161. 
aureola (Ehipidura), 276. 
aureola (llhindura), 277. 
aureola auieola (Rhipidura), 277. 
aureola burnmnica (Rhipidura), 278. 
aureola compressirostris (Rhipi- 
dura), 279. 
aureus (Turdus), 161. 
auTorea (Moiac%lla), 71. 


aUYorca (IhdiciUa), 71. 
auroreus (Phoenicurus), 71. 
aveims (Camphuphaga.), 338. 
azurea (Hypotliyinis), 269. 
asurea (Hypothynm), 270, 271, 272. 
astirea (Mmoicapa), 269. 
azurea ceyloneiisis (Ilypothyinis), 
272. 

azurea forrestia (Hypotbymis), 274. 
azurea forrestia (Hypothy7mb), 274. 
azurea idiochroa (Ilypothymis), 274. 
azurea idiochroa (Hypothymis), 274 
azurea nicrobarica(Hy pothy mis), 273. 
azm'ea mcoharica (Hypothymu^, 273. 
azurea styani (Hypothyims), 271. 
azuieasykesi (Ilypothymis), 270. 
azurea sykesi (Hypothyoms), 270. 
azurea tylen (Hypotbyiuis), 273. 


banyuiuas (Cyornis), 233. 
hanyimab (Cyoruu), 233. 
banyuinas cosrulifrons (Oyornis), 233. 
banyuinas dialitsema (Oyornis), 233. 
barnesi (Saxicola), 47. 
bengalensis (Graminicola), 433. 
bengalensis (Graminicola), 433. 
bengalensis bengalensis (GJramini- 
cola), 433. 

bengalensis striata (Graminicola), 
434. 

Bhringa, 374. 

JBhrmga, 374. 
hvcoloT (Sax-icola), 26. 
bistngiceps (Acrocepbalus), 392. 
histngiceps (Acrocephaliis), 392. 
hlandfordi (Dryonaca), 537. 
blighi (Arrenga), 182. 
hhghi (Arrenga), 182. 
honapariei (Turdus), 164. 
borealis (Acanthopueuste), 471. 
borealis (Acanthopueuste), 472. 
borealis (Phyllopiieuste), 472. 
borealis borealis (Acanthopneuste), 


borealis xanthodryas (Acantlio> 
pneuste), 472. 
houlboul (Lumus), 130. 
boulhoul (Mei'ula), 130. 
boulboul (Turdus), 130. 
hourdilloni (Me^^la), 127. 
BRACHYPTHIlYGINiE, 9. 

Braohypteryx, 9. 
brevirosti'is (Musmeapa), 323. 
brevkostris (Pericrocotus), 323. 
brevirostns (Peri&i'oootus), 323. 
brevirostris bre\n'ostris (Pericro- 
cotus), 323. 

Ijrenrostris negleotus (Pericrocotus), 
brunnea (Larrivora), 14. 
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brunnea (Larvivora), 14. 
hrmmetfrons (Horeifes), 512. 
hriinnebcem (J^rohaUs), 389. 
lyt'unnescens {Hw'ornis), 50 'i. 
brunnifrons (Horeiles), 512. 
brimiiifrons {Ot'thofomiis)^ 512. 
brunnifrons brunnifrons (Horeites), 
512. 

braimifpons umbraticus (Horeites), 
613. 

hrimnifroiis umhraficus {Horeites)^ 
513! 

brunnifrons whistleri (Horeites), 513. 
hrunmfroiis whistleri {Horeites), 513. 
buchanam (Franklinia), 429. 
htichanam {Franklima), 429. 
buchanam \Prima), 429. 
hurhii {Cryjjtulopha)^ 487. 
biivkii (Seicepcus),487. 
hurkii {Sylvia), 487. 
burku burkii (Seicerciia), 487. 
burkn tephrocephala (Seicerciis), 488. 
burmjanica (Leitcoccrca), 278. 
b^miesi {Eiirycerciis), 430. 
burnesi (Lati cilia), 430. 
httmebi {Laitcilla), 430. 


c(Brideicephala {Adelura), 104. 
catiaaXa, {JHippolais), 444. 

Callene, 107. 

Calliope, 90. 
calliope (Calliope), 91. 
calliope {Motacilla), 91. 
ca'tnhaiemis {Sylvia), 111. 
camhaiemis {rka7nnohia). 111. 
camtscka^kensis {Calliope), 91. 
caniceps {Lamus), 296. 
cantans (Horornisl, 5 JO. 
cantms {Saltcana), 510. 
cantans cantuiiaus (Horomis), 511. 
cantator { Crytolopha), 492. 
caiitator {MotaciLla), 492. 
cantator (Seicercus), 492. 
cantonensis (Pericrocotiis), 335 
cantonensia {Pericrocotus), 335. 
canturians {Arundmax). 511. 
canturicns {Hororms), 511. 
capistrata (OEnanthe), 43. 
capistrata {Saxicola), 43. 
capitalis {^uscitapa), 307. 
caprata (Pratmcola), 26. 
caprata (Saxicola), 24. 
capraLa atrata (Saxicola), 25. 
caprata bicolor (Saxicola), 36. 
caprata burmnnica (Saxicola), 24. 
caprata Imnnauica {Saxicola). 24. 
cashmtriensis (Cincius), 2. 
castanea {MenUa), 132. 
castaneoceps {Abrornis), 492. 
castaneoceps ( Cryptolopka), 492. 


castaneoceps (Scioereus), 492. 
castaneoceps castaneoceps (Seicercus), 
492. 

castaneus cnstanens (Turdus), 132. 
castaneus goiildi (Turdus), 133. 
cathacics (^icriu'm), 358. 
Ceplialopyrus, .544. 

Cepkalopyms. 544. 

Cercomela, 64. 
cerlhiola (Locustella), 399. 
certlimla ( Locust eWf\ 399 
certhiola {Molaxiilla), 399 
cerviniveiiiris {Liganea), 220. 
cetti (Cettia), 514. 
cetti, {Si/lula), 514. 
cetti cettioides (Cettia), 514. 

Cettia, 514. 

Cettia, 514. 

cettmdes {Cettia), .514. 
ceylonensis (Copsycbus), 115. 
ceylonensis (Cnlicicapa), 254 
ccylonensts {Culicicapa). 254. 256. 
ceylonensis {JDisse/o urus), 381. 
ceylonensis (Hypothymi-s), 272 
ceylonensts {Plat i/rhynchus). 254. 
ceylonensis ceylonensis (Culicicapa), 
254. 

ceylonensis meridionalis (Culicicapa), 
256. 

ceylonensis nieridionalls {Cidicicapa), 
256 

ceylonensis orieiitalis (Culicicapa), 
256. 

ceylonensis oricuiahs {Ciilicicnpa), 
‘256 

Chcetornis, 438. 

CheetoruLS, 438. 

Cbaimarrbornis, 79. 

Chaptia, 368. 

Chaptia, 308. 

Clielidopbynx, 274. 

Chibia, 370. 

Chihta, 370. 

Chrysajus (Tarsiger), 95. 
chryscens { Tarsrigi r), 95, 97. 
chrysasiis clirysseiis (Tarsiger), 95 
chrysseus whistleri (Taisiger), 97. 
chryi^cem whistlei'i {Tar'^iger), 97. 
chrgsopygia {VrynwlcBa), 53. 
clnysopyqia (Saxicola), 53. 

Cinclichu, 1. 

cinclorliynclia (Monticola), 171. 
atnclorhy7icha {Petrocincla), 171. 
ci'yclo^'liipicha {Petrephila), 171. 
Cinclus, 1. 
cmclus (Cinclus), 1. 
cinclus {Sternus), 1. 
cinclus cinclus (Cinclus), 2. 
cinclus leucogaster (Cnidus), 3. 
cineracem {Dicrienis), 361. 
cineracms (Orthotomus), 416. 
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cincrasceiis {J^tcrijceici(s)i 431 
emerasceiis (LaticilU). 431 
cinerasretth (La^ic/Ua), 431. 
ciuerea {Si/lwia), 447 
cincreiceps 206. 

(Hrmchelidon), 206. 
ciiicreocapillu (Pianlsliniii), 428 
cmercucapii/a (FroTi/thnuf), 428, 
ciuci'eocapiUa {Pmna)^ 428, 
einereiis (Pei icrocolut.), 334. 
ctneo'eus (Pe? icrocotm), 334 
Cisticola, 419. 

Ctsfirola, 419 
eitniiji (Gcocichla), 148 
C2t9'iua {Geooichla)^ 148, 
citriTia albogulavia (Geocichla), ir>3. 
citrina aiidamanensiB (GI'eocichla),152. 
citniia citrma (Qeociclila), 148. 
citiina eyanotis (Geocichla), IfiO 
citrina innotata (Geooicbla), 151. 
ctfmms {I'lmlHS), 148. 

Cocboa, 183 
CocJioa. 183. 

coelieolor (^Granclnla), 89. 
coelicolor (G) andala), 89. 
coeruleocepliala (Adelura), 104 
coeruloLcpliala {Phanicum), 104. 
coerulescena (Dieriirus). 365. 
coeimlescenii {Dtcrimts\ 365. 
ca^ndescena (ZaQiius), 366. 
coenilescens coerulescens (Diciunis), 
365 • 

coerulescens leucopygialis (Dicrnrns), 
366. 

oollaris (Laiscopns), 188. 
collans {Siw-oius), 188. 
collaris nipalensia (Liiiscopus), 188. 
collaris ripponi (Laiscopus), 191. 
collar iR rvppom {Pmnella), 191. 
collaris riifilatus (Laiscopus), 189, 
collaris tibetanns (Laiscopus), 190. 
collaris tiheim\ 2 is (jiccmfor), 190. 
colluno (Laniiis), 298. 
colhirio ijjcm%us\ 298. 
collurioides (Lanius), 291. 
oolhenoides {Lamus), 291. 
coUyhita {Sylma\ 456. 
colly bitus (Pbylloscopus), 466 
collybitus sindianus (Pbylloscopus), 
46 t m 

collybitus tristis (Pbylloscopus), 456. 
communis (Sylvia), 446. 
cominmis {Sylvia), 446 
coinnuinis icterops (Sylvia) 447. 
compressirosfris {Lsncocerea), 279. 
concniens (Aeroceplialus), 395. 
voncinms ( Calamoherpe), 396. 
concmens concinens (Acrocepbalus), 
3Ufi. 

ooneinens baringtoni (Acrocepbalus), 
396. 


concinens stevciisi (Acrocepbalus), 
397 

conciitens tteve'n^^i {Ac}OCfiphalit>>), 
397. 

Cops^cllUs, 111 

coronafa {Amnthopncusfo), 480. 
coronata (Ficediila), 480 
cmonatits (Orfhofoinus), 510 
covonatuB (Pliyllergatos), 310. 
coro'tiaf'its {PJuilln'f/afes), 510. 
crobSirobfrib (Sylvia), 448. 
cnnigera (Siija), 518. 
criugcTct (Snya), 518. 
crmigera assamica (Suja), 520. 
cningem abba'unca (Siii/a), 520 
cnmgera coold (Suya), ,522. 
cvvMgerti cooki (Suya), 522 
cnmgera cnmgera (Suja), 518. 
cnnigera stnatiila fSiiya), 520 
cnmgera yunnanensis (Suya), 521. 
d'lmgera yunnaiiensis (Suya), 521. 
cristatus (Lanins), 300. 
m'lsiafus (Laniiib), 300. 

&rutatus (Begiilus\ 539. 
cristatus cristatus (Lanius), 800 
cristatus isabellinus (Lanius), 302 
cristatus lueioneiisis (Lanuis), 302 
cristatus pbooni euro ides (Lanius), 
303. 

cmrahs ( Calliopi), 17. 
cruralib (Brymochares), 17. 
ciuralis (Heteroxeiiiciis), 17. 
Oulicicapa, 254. 

Cuhcicapa, 254. 
ourruca affinis (Sylvia), 451. 
curruca uiinuta (Sylvia), 451. 
cursitans (Prtnia), 422. 
cursitaiih (Cisticola), 422. 
cyane (Lanuyora), 12. 
cyane (Motanlla)^ 12- 
cyanea (Cj^ornis), 215 
cyanea (Larvivora), 12. 
cymeii (Musetfrea), 215. 
cjanecala (Ojanosylvia), 80. 
cymeciUa (Sylma), 86. 
cyanecula abbotti (Cyan osyl via), 80. 
cyaneus (Cyorms), 215. 
cyanonotus (Geocichla), 160. 
Oyanosylvia, 83. 
cyanoHb ( Tardus), 160. 
cyanura (laiitbio), 98 
cyanura cyanura (lantbia), 98 
cyanura pallidiora (lantbia), 101. 
cyanura rufiJata (lantbia), 99. 
cyanunm (Motacilla), 98. 
cyanm (Peirophtla), 173, 174. 
Cyorms, 213. 

Cyoi'ms, 213. 

dauma (Oreocincla), 158. 
daima (Oreocincla), 158. 
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dauma {Tm'(lus\ 158. 

dauiua dauma (Oreocmela), 1 58. 

dauma inibricata (Oreocmela), 160 

dauma iiilgirieiisis (Oieocmcla), 159. 

daDLbOiii {Aca mho jme list e)t 4S2. 

ditiHsoui {Turdidm), 147. 

deserti (CEpaiithe), 51. 

desert h (^CKnanthe), 51. 

desert t \Saxiet)l(i\ 51. 

desei’Li atrogulaiis (CEuantlie), 51. 

deserti oreophila (CEiiaiithe), 52. 

deserti oreox^lnla (Qiuauthe), 52. 

dialU<8ma [^Ci^ornis), 233. 

Dicriirida), 35*2. 

dicruriformis {Dibsemurotdes), 372. 
Dicrurus, 3oo. 

Dtcr/ims, 353. 

Dissoinuroides, 371. 

Dmemuo'oides, 371. 

Dissemiiruliis, 373. 

Disse7}iimilub, 373 
Dissemuru*!, 37f>. 

JDisseQum'uSt 376. 
dissimilis (Turd us), 140. 
dissimihs {I'urdus), 140. 
dixom (^Oreocmola)^ 162. 
dobsoni (Q-raucalus), 346. 
dohso7ii {Grramahii)^ 34(5. 
dumetorum (^Acrocephalus), 393. 
dimieto7'^hii (Acrocephahis), 393. 


elaica {Salica 7 'ia), 443. 

Elaphrornis, 408. 

ElaphrortiiSj 408. 

Enioariuse, 56. 

Enicurus, 56. 

EiitcmmSj 5 ( 5 . 

erythroc&phala {Oisticola), 420. 
erythrocephala equicaudata ( Cisti~ 
cola), 422. 

erythrogaater (Phoenicurus), 78. 
erythirogasier {Jluticdla), 78. 
erythrogaster {Tm'd/iis), 170. 
erytbrogaster gvandis (Phoenicurus),' 
78. 

erythrogaslra (Monticola), 170. 
erytJiTogastra {MotaciUa), 78, 
erythrogast7'a \Vetrophila), 170. 
erythi'onota {Ituttcilla), 73. 
eryth/rmiota {Sylvia), 73. 
eryfhro7iotiis {CoUuno), 295. 
erythro7iotiib {Lanins), 295, 296. 
erytlirouotns (Phcenicurns), 73. 
erythropygia {Muscicapa), 332. 
erythropygius (Pericrocotus), 332. 
&'ythroi}qgins {Penci'ocotns), 332. 
erythroHs {Menda), 127. 
efiigenet {Myiphonctts), 181. 
eunomns (Turd us), 133. 
mnonviis {Turdits), 133. 


excubitor (Ijanius), 285. 
exoidntor {Laniiis), 285. 
exciibitoi auclieri (Laiiius), 2SS- 
exeiibitor lahLoiii (Lanius), 285 
exciibitor pallidirostris (^Limius), 2S7 
excubitor przewalskir (Lauius), 289. 
exilis (OiaticoJa), 419 
exit la {Alctlurus), 419 . 
exilis equiLMuclata (CisticoLi). 422 
exiiis ervthioeepliala (Cisticola), 
420. 

exilis lytleri (Cisticola), 420. 

fallax {Laniub), 288. 
fainiluiris {Aedo^i), 3S6. 
famtliaj'is {Sylvia), 3SC. 
fees {Mci ida), 143. 
feas (Turdus), 142. 
fevrea (Oreicola), 36 
ferrea ( Oreicola), 36. 
ferrea {Saxicofa), 36. 
ferrea ferrea (Oreicola), 36. 
ferrea harmgtom (Oreicola), 38. 
fer-y^uginea {Heinichelidon), 206 
fiinhriafa {Cehlepyris), 339. 
fimbriata (Lalage), 339. 
fiinbnata neglecta (Lalage), 339. 
Jla/imea {Museteapa), 322. 

Jlainmeus {FerUirocotm), 322. 
jlaiimiceps {Mgtihaliis), 545. 
flanimiceps (Cepbalopyrus), 545 
Jiammiceps {Cephalopyi'm), 545. 
fianimtfer {Pericrocotub), 321. 
Jlavive?itris (Orthotomiis), 528. 
flaTirentris (Prinia), 528 
flaoivenfris {Prinia), 528, 
flaviFentris flaviventris (Prinia), 
528. 

flaviventris aindiana (Prinia), 529. 
flamventris sindianics {Prinia), 529. 
flavogulans (Abrornis), 499. 
jlavogiilans {Ahror-ms), 499. 
flavonvaceus (Keornis), 602. 
flavolivacea {Keorms), 502. 
liavolivaceiis flavolivaceus (Neornis), 
602. 

flavoliTaceiis intricatus (Neornis), 
503. 

flavolivcoceus intricatus {Kcornis), 
603. 

fortipes (Horornis), 606. 
forhpcb {Harornis), 506. 
fortipeN fortipes (Hoiornis), 506. 
Franklin la, 424. 

Fran/dinia, 424. 
fraterculus {Pericrocotus), 320. 
frontalis (Callene), 107. 
fronlcdis {Callene), 107. 
frontalis {Cinolidiimi), 107. 
frontalis {Eniciirus), 64. 
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frontalis (Hydrociclila), 64. 
frontalis {Hydrocichla^, 64. 
frontalis (Plioeiiicuriis), 69. 
frontalis {Phoemcura)^ 69. 
frontalis (Euticilla), 69. 
fulicata (Sasicoloides), 109. 
fidicata {Moiacilla)^ 109. 
fulicata (TTummolna'), 109. 
fulicata cambaiensis (Saxicoloides), 
111 . 

fulicata fulicata (Saxicoloides), 109. 
ftihginiventer (JSorornib\ 460. 
fuliginiventer (Phylloscopus), 460. 
fuligtniventer (Phi/Closcopus), 460. 
fuliginosa (Fhodnicurus), 81. 
fuliginosa (Rbyacornis), 81. 
fuliginosa fuliginosa (Bhyacornis), Sl« 
fidginosus {Ehyacomis\ 81. 
fulvescens (Accezitor), 198. 
fulvescens (Prunella). 197 
ful'cescens ( TJiarrJiaZmf^, 198. 
fulvescens fulvescens (Prunella), 198. 
fulvice.ntris{Cryptolop}ia), 492. 
fusca (Cercomela), 54. 
fmca {CtrcQ^neld)^ 64. 
fusca (Saxicola), 54. 
fuscata (Merida), 133. 
fuscata \phyllopneuste\ 461. 
fuscatus (Phyllosoopus), 461. 
fuscatU'S {Phyllo5copiis\ 461. 
fuscatus fuscatus (Phylloscopus), 461. 
fuscatus homeyeri (Phylloscopus), 
462. 

fuscus (Artamus), 348. 
fuscus (Artamus), 348. 


galaotodes (Agrobates), 385. 
galaciodes (8ylvia), 385. 
galactodes familiaris (Agrobales), 
386. 

galericulatus (Platylophus), 314. 
galericulatus ardesiacus (Platylo- 
phus), 314. 

G-eooicbla, 144. 

Greomchla, 144. 
gracilis (Franklinia), 426. 
gracilis (Franklvnm)^ 425. 
gracilis (Prinia), 526. 
gracilis (JPmnm), 425. 
gracilis (8ylvia), 526. 
gracilis lepida (Suya), 626. 
gracilis stevensi (Prinia), 627. 
gracilis stevensi (Prinia), 627. 
G-raminicola, 432. 

Qraminicola, 432. 

G-randala, 8S. 

Grandala^ 88. 
gohsii (BauliasX 87. 
golzii (Lusciola), 87. 
gouldi (J^Ieriilci)^ 133. 


grand IS (Chaitaris), 267. 
grandis (Edohus), 378. 
graiidis (Niltava), 257, 
grandis (Ndtava), 257 • 
grandts (Rtdtcilla), 78. 
grandis decipiens (Niltava), 258. 
grandis deovpiens (KUtava), 258. 
grandis grandis (Niltava), 257. 
G-raucalus. 342. 

QraucaVm, 342. 
grisola (Muscicapai), 202. 
griBola (Muscitrea), 484. 
grisola (Muscitrea), 484. 
grisola ( Tephrodomis), 484. 
griscla grisola (Muscitrea), 484. 
grisola neumanm (Muscicapa), 202. 
griseolus (Phylloscopus), 459. 
griseohis (PJiyUoscopus)^ 459. 
gularis (Monticola), 176. 
gularis gularis (Monticola), 176. 
guttatus (Enicurus), 58. 

"guttatus (HenLurus), 68. 


hainana (Sipliia), 229. 
Hemicbelidon, 203. 
Hemichelidon, 203. 

Hemipus, 305. 

Hemipus, 305. 

Herbivooula, 452. 

Hei bivooula, 452. 

Heteroxenicus, 16. 
himalayaims (Accentor), 191. 
himalayanus (Laiscopus), 191. 
JiiTnalat/ensis (Begidus), 539. 
Hippolais, 441. 

Hippolais, 441. 

hirundinaceus (Hemipus), 308. 
hvrundinaceus (Musdcapa), 308. 
hodgscnvi (Abromis), 500. ^ 
hodgsom (Gyornis), 216. 
hodgsoni (Nemura), 237. 
hodgsoni (Nitidula), 237. 
hodgsotii (Nitidida), 237. 
hodgsoni (Phoenicurus), 74. 
hodgsoni (ButictUa), 74. 
hodgsoni (Tickellia;, 500. 
hodgsoni (Tickellia), 500. 
hodgsonii (Gyornis), 216. 
hodgsomi (Sipkia), 216. 
Hodgsonius, 21. 

Hodgsoivius, 21. 
homeyeri (Lanius), 289. 
homeyeri (Phyllopneuste), 462. 
Horeites, 512. 

Horeites, 512. 

Horornis, 504. 

Horornis, 604. 

horsfieldii (Myiophoneus), 178. 
horsjiddii (Myiophoneus), 178. 
hortemis (Motaoilla), 447. 
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hortensis (Sylvia), 447. 
hortemsis crassirostris (Sylvia), 448. 
hofctentata (Ohibia), 370. 
hoitentata (<7/rt6^a), 370. 
hottentata liottentata (Ohibia), 370. 
hottentatus {Corviis) 370. 
liuinii (Pbylloscopus), 469. 
huma {PhyUoscopus)^ 469. 

Jmmti ifiegiihidei)^ 469. 
humii huinii (Phylloscopus), 469. 
humii pramiuin ^^hylloscopiis), 470. 
hnffLVL prtBfiniibm {Phylloscopits)^ 470. 
Hydrocicbla, 63. 
hyperytJira {Brachypteryx)^ 17. 
h^perytbra (Oyornis), 217. 
hyperythra (lanthia), 103. 
hyperythra {lanthid), 103. 
hyperythra {MuBcicapa\ 217. 
hyperythra {Siphia), 212. 
hyperythra hyperythra (Oyornis), 
217 • 

hyperythra malayana (Oyornis), 219. 
iCyperythrm {fiyomis)^ 217. 
hyperythrm {l)rymochares\ 17. 
hyperythriis (Heterosemcus), 1 7. 
hypothymis, 269. 
hypothywis, 269. 
hypoxantha {RhipidurcC)^ 27.5. 
hypoxanthuiw (Ohelidorhynx), 275. 
hypoxanthiim {ChcUdorhynx), 275. 


lanthia, 97. 
lanthta, 97 
icterops {Sylvia')^ 447. 
igneus (^Pericrocotus), 325. 
rgneus {Pericrocotus), 325. 
tlwLCiis {Turd lib) j 156. 
imhricata {Oreocincla), 160. 
imhricata {Zoothei'a), 160. 
iramaciilata (Prunella), 193. 
hmnaciilatus {Accentor'), 193. 
immaculatus (Eniciirii.s), 61. 
iuimacidatibs {Enicuriifi), 61. 
immaoulatus {He7iicnri(s\ 61. 
zmmaculatus ( Tlian'haleiis)^ 193. 
indica (lanthia), 102. 
indka {lanthia), 102. 
tndka {Pratincola), 28. 

%ndica {Bylmc), 102. 
indica indica (lanthia), 102. 
wdkus {Phyllo$copiis\ 459. 
%nfu8cata {Muscicapa), 231. 
iiinotata {Geocichla), 151. 
inornata (Prinia), 533. 
inoniaia {Prutia), 534, 537. 
inornata blanfordi (Prinia), 537.^ 
inornata biirmanica (Prinia), 536. 
mornata hurmanica {Prmm\ 536. 
inornata inoraata (Prinia), 534. 
inornata jerdoni (Prinia), 535. 


iiiquieta (Scotocorca), .501. 
mqiiieta {Scotocerca), 501. 
inquieta striata (Seotocerca), 501. 
inqiuetus {Malitrm), 501. 
inbiyiiis {Pratmcola), 33. 
insigiiis (Saxicola), 33 
inferrnrdm ( Trihurc), 404. 
isabellina (CEnanthe), 49. 
mtbellina (Saxioola), 49. 
isahelltmib {Lanius), 302. 


javanica {Miiscicapa), 281. 
javanica (Ithipidura), 281. 
javanica {Rhipidiira), 281. 
javanica ]avauica (Rbipidura), 281. 
jerdoni (Accentor), 197. 
jerdoni {Cryptolopha)^ 489. 
jerdoni {Drymoica), 535. 
jerdoni (Oreicola), 35. 
jerdoni ( Oreicola), 35. 
jerdoni (Prinia), 535. 
jerdoni (Sylma), 448. 
ierdoni {ihandialeiis), 197. 
juncidis (CisfciGola), 422. 
juncidis (Syluicf), 422. 
juncidis cursitans (Oisticola), 422. 
juncidis omalura (Oisticola), 424. 


lashfuirienbis ( Cinclits), 2. 
Jvesslen (Turdus), 134. 
hcisblcri {2'iirdus), 134. 
khcmana ( 524. 
kimiibh (^lerula), 126. 
kinnki {JMernla), 126. 
BZittaciucla, IKi. 


lahtora (Collurio), 285. 
lahtoi'a (Lanins), 285. 

Ijaiscopiis, 187. 

Laiscopiib, 187- 
Ijalage, 336. 

Lalagc, 336 

lanceobita (Locnstella), 401. 
lanceolafa (Locnstella), 401. 
lanceolata (Sylvia), 401. 
langitidce (Curriica), 445. 
languida (Hippolais), 445. 

I/anudoi, 283. 

Laiiius, 284. 

Laniics, 284. 

Larvivora, 12. 

I/aticilla, 430. 

Laiicilla, 430- 
latirostris (Alsconax), 248. 
latirostris {Alseonax), 248, 249. 
latirostns (Musoicapa), 248, 
latirostris latirostns (Alseonas), 248. 
latirostns poonensis (Alseonax), 249. 



554 


A LPH AB JSTIC AL Ills BJ3X . 


layardi {QrauoaluB\ 345. 

Uyida (P;7«ia), O'JO. 

LeptcjpcECilB, 54*i 
Lejitopopcile^ 542. 
lesclienaulti (Enic*iiriia), 61. 
lescJmnaidh {Henicitrits), 62. 
lescUeuauflb {Tnrffnb\ 61. 
lesolienaiillii mdiuiia (Enioin’iis), 62. 
lescJienaiUfi indiciia (^Kuicuyttn), 62. 
lesclieminlti smeiisis (linicuru'.), 63. 
leiiooceplialu. (Cliaiinarrliornis), 79. 
lemocephala fj^hmiieurus)^ 79. 
leucocaphUusi (^Cluniarphoniid)^ 79. 
letioogaster (^A'itamuR), 350. 

IcucogasUr {Cnwlu'i), 3 
Lmicogaiifer {Miibcivctpa), 268. 
UiLoogemjb (Buchanga), ;-l67. 
leiieogenys (DiCL'iiriia), 367. 
leucogemfs (Dicntrns)^ 367. 
leucogenja leucogenys (Dicrurus), 
367. 

leucomela (CEiiant.lie), 45- 
Imcomela ijdotacdla')^ 45. 
leucomela leiicotiiela (Q2nanthe\ 45. 
Immmdammis {Cyoyim), 219, 220. 
leucophicua (Dicnirus), 350. 
leucophffiiis clisturbans (Dicriinis)^ 
360 

leucopJieeits dibiurha^is (I)icrunis\ 360. 
leucophcous hopwoodi (JDicruTiis\ 

361. 

lemophmis hopwoodi (Biorttms), 361. 
leucopliasiis longicaudatus (J)icrurus), 

362. 

leucophseus iiiininuis (Dierurus), 364. 
lefucophmib miiiumis (fiicru? fcs), 364. 
leuoophflsus mgre.scens (Dierurus), 
361 

leiicophaaus stevensi (Dierurus), 362. 
leucophaus sfeveni^z {JDicmnis)^ 362. 
le^icops (Anthipes), 245 
leucops (jDigetiea), 246. 

Imcopygialib {l)\cnbrm\ 366 
leucorllyucbos (Arlanius), 350. 
leibcarhynchos Jmmet {Artayjms)^ 350. 
leibcorhynchus {Lnums\ 350. 

Imicara {^Muscisylvia)^ 106. 
leuoura (Notoclela), 106. 
leiicura {Kotodda), 106 
leibcwra (Pratmcola), 31. 

Locustella, 399. 

Locubsiella, 399. 

locustelloides (Cbaebonus), 438. 
locustellotdes ( Chtetornu)^ 438. 
locH&telloides iBaagortm)^ 438. 
longicauda {Mofacilla)^ 412. 
longicaudatus {Diaunis)^ 362, 364. 
longtbs 

lophorhimis {Bterurus')^ 37 S. 
lophonuus (DissemuruUis), 373, 
lophormm {J)issemuruliis)^ 37 S. 


lovmzu {phyUopnntdcX 450. 
lucbonendb {Jjannit^), 302. 
lugubrN (Ac.mtliopnouste), 47S 
hignhrts {Atanfhopneubfc) 478 
lut/uhnb {VhyllupiK'Usfc), 47S. 
Diisciiiia, 87 
TjusoiuioLi, 417. 

La set mol ft, 417. 
luteoveiiti IS ('rnbiira), 40G. 
Itiicovnii) iS ( Trihuxt), 406, 


macei (Q-nuifaliis), 3 12. 
onctetn {Ch'fbiiccttub), 343, 344. 

Diacei Jayardi (Q'rciiicalus), 34, ». 
luacei itiacei (Graucalus), 343. 
luacBi nipalonsia (Graucalus), 344. 
maaei siamensis (Grauraliw), 345. 
macei shmirnsib (GrtniGalns), 315. 
maegngoiMBO (Nilt-avn), 2(j0. 
maeyyigorits {Kdtava), 260 
macgrigorics iBhceincura), 2^60. 
niacrocereiLs ( Dierurus), 3o7). ^ 
nmeroceycus {J)icmrits\ 355, 356. 
macrocercus albi rictus (Dierurus), 


357. 

macroeerciis 


catlioecus (Dierurus), 


macrocercus longus (Dierurus), 359 
macrocercus maoroeorcus (Dierurus), 
350. 

macrocercus minor (Dierurus), 358. 
inacrorbyncba (Saxicola), 32. 
onacrorhyncha (Prafi/icola)^ 32 
macrorhynchus {AcrocqjJialub), 398. 
macroura (Kitt-acincla), 116. 
macroura albireiitris (Kistacmola), 
119 

macroura indica (JKittacmcla), 118. 
macroura macroura (KittacmeLi), 
117. 

macrminis {TurdusX 117. 
macruTa {CittocinekC)^ 117. 
maculatus (finicurus), .57. 
macvXatm (Emciirus), 57. 
maculatus (Henicurus), 57. 
maculatus gnttatus (ISmcurus), 58 
maculatus maculatus (ifnicurus), 57. 
manUiGollib (OrihotemMs), 413. 
r/iaaulbpennzs {Ahrorms), 463. 
maculipennis (Pliylloscopus), 463. 
mmuhpennis {Phyllobcopus\ 463. 
magnirostns (Aeantbopneuste), 476. 
mmgmrostns {Aoanihopiieusie), 476. 
magnirostris (Cyornis), 236. 
•nvjugnD'Ostm'i {Jd^ornis^f 23(5. 
mfjugmrostiii* \Phylloscopiis), 476. 
magmrobtm oceridifrozis (Cyoz'fm), 
233. 

major (Draebypteryk). 10. 
major {DwmetiGolaX 403. 
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lupjor (florornis), TilO. 
majot' {Hororntb), 510. 
major {lioreiieh\ 510. 
majQ} {P7ia‘)ii( m 
major (Tnbiii-a), 403. 
major (Tnbur(f), 403 
inajor albiveiitns (IJraLliyptervx), 11. 
major major (.13iadj\pt-er3x', 10. 
malahanciib 3ft 1 

oiialahai icii.> 331. 

onalayuHtf {Mubcimintla), 2Jt). 
onalayevsis (Ch.iptia), 300. 
munclcUu (PJii/Uoscoptia), 470. 
ihandellii {Tribimi). 401). 
marginal a (ZuoUigim), 10ft. 
onarr/tuafa {Zootfiera)^ 108. 
mania ( Cinclm\ 5. 
manra tJ*ratv}icola\ 28, 
mmira vai*. prcewahlcn (Pratincola), 
30. 

maxima {Merida')^ 123. 

Megalurus, 434. 

Megaluras^ 434. 
megarliyiicha (Luscinia), 87. 
megarhyncha golzn (Lubcauia), 87. 
meyarhijncliob {JLnLscuiia)^ 87. 
melanoleuca (Oyornis), 224. 
melamleuca {MmcK‘apa\ 47 
melanoleuca (OEnanthe), 47. 
melanoleuca melanoleuca (Oyornis), 
224. 

melanoleuca melanoleuca (CEnantho), 
47 

melanoleuca westennanni (Oyornis), 
224. 

molamleuciis {CyorHis)^ 224. 
melaoioleitcu^ {^M’u^icapida), 224. 
melanopogon (Lusciniola), 417. 
melanopogon {LubCiniola), 418 
melanopogon {Hylvia), 437. 
melanopogon niimica (Lusciniola), 
418. 

melan&ps (^^fusctcapa), 239. 
inelanops (Stoparola), 239. 
melanops (fitopavola)^ 239. 
melanops melanops (Stoparola), 239. 
melanons tbalassoidos (Stoparola), 
241. 

melanopicra {Campoplwya), 338. 
meianoboJmta (jUampophatfd), 337. 
melascinsla (Lalage), 330 
melascliista avensis (Lalage"^, 338. 
melascliista melaschista (Lalage), 337. 
onela^^hsfos ( Volvocivora), 337. 
merula (Turdus), 123 
nierula alboeinctup (Turdus), 129. 
merula bourdilloni (Turdus), 127. 
merula kinnisii (^Turdus), 126. 
merula niaxiinus (Turdus), 123. 
merula uigiopileus (Tuidns). 128. 
merula similhmiis (Turdus), 125. 


IMicrociclila, 65. 
mhuica {Luscunola), 418. 
minor {Dicrurnb), 358. 
mtii ilia ( 8yhua ), 451 . 
min Hfimld ( Syl via), 451. 
niolhssnna (Oreocincla), 162. 
molhbbhiia (^Oreocincla )t 162 . 
iut)llisbini<i luollissiiua (Oreocincla), 
102 

mollissiina sunlaen&is (Oreocinda), 

102 

molliShiina wliiteheadi (Oreocincla), 
163. 

oiwlliSbiviVb (Turdus), 102. 
monacha (Clfinantlio), 40. 
monarha (Saxicola), 40. 
momleyei (Aiithipes)^ 243, 244 
monileger (Dhiiorplia }, 244. 
nioiiileger leiicops (Aiitlnpes), 245. 
inonileger luoiuleger (Antbipes), 

244. 

monileger submonileger (Aiithipes), 
24.5. 

montana (Saxicola), 52. 

Monticola, 160. 
moiiticola (Zootbera), 166. 
monticola (Zoothcra), lliO 
Huscicapa, 201. 

Musctcaput 201 . 

KuscicAPmAJ, 199. 

Muscitrea, 483. 

Miiscitrea, 483 

miisicus (Arceutbornis), 156. 

(Lamiis), lljl. 
nmstcus (Tufi'dus), 156. 
muttui (Alseonax), 251. 
miittui (Alseonax), 251. 
nvuiiui (JButalis), 251. 

Alyiophoueus, 178. 
islyicyphonms, 178. 


nmvia (Locustella), 401. 
ncsvia (Locustella), 401. 
naevia straminea (Locustella), 402. 
vana (Carruca), 449. 
liana (Sylvm), 446. 
nana nana (Sylvia), 449. 
ueylccia (Qampophaga), 339. 
veylecfa (Polvocivo^'a), 339 
neglecfus (Pcricipootzts), 32.5. 
neglectus (Phylloscopus), 458. 
neyleotits (Phylloscopus), 458. 
neglectus lurenzn (Phylloscopus), 
459. 

neglectus neglectus (Phylloscopus), 
458. 

ITeomis, 502. 

502. 

•neuiloni (Phylloscopus), 466. 
mcoharica (Te^psiphoiie), 262, 
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niger {^TurdAii)^ 341. 
nigra (Lala.ge), 341. 
mgra’ nigra (Lalage), 341. 

3(10, 361. 

mgricepb {Collurio\ 292. 
nignceps (Lanms), 292. 
nigmceps {Lanms), 292. 
nignceps longicaudatus (Lanius), 
294 

vAgric&p^ longicmidatm (Lanius), 
294. 

nigriceps nigriceps (Lanius), 292. 
nigropileus (Mertda), 128. 
mgropileus ( Turdus), 128. 
n{grorufa (Ocliroraela), 253. 
nigroruja, (Ochromela), 253. 
ntgrorufa (Saxicola), 253. 
nilgirieiiim (Oreocincla), 159. 
niloticus (Eimeoctonus), 299. 

Niltava, 256. 

Ntltam, 256. 
mpalen8Z8(Acc6)itor), 188. 
mpalenau (Bmchypi&ryx), 19. 
mpaletms (Drymoclmres), 19. 
mpalensis ( Gi'aucalm), 344 
nipalensis (Heteroxeniciis), 19. 
mpalensis nipalensis (Heteroxeniciis), 
19. 

Nitidula, 237. 

^itidida, 237. 

nitidus (Aeanthopneiiste), 473. 
niiidus (Aeanthopneiiste), 473. 
mtidus (Orthotomus), 415. 
nit id ns (Bliylloscopus), 473. 
iiitidus mtidus (Acantbopneuste), 

473. 

nitidus plumbeitarsus (Acantho- 
pneuste), 474 

nitidus saturatus (Acantbopneuste), 
475. 

mtidus saturatus (Acanthopneustc), 
475. 

nitidus vindanus (Acantbopneuste), 

474. 

Notodela, 105. 


oatesi (Cgomis), 226. 
oatesi(N%ltava), 220. 
obscura (Leptopoeeile), 543. 
obsoura (Merula), 141. 
obscimis (H&nnpus), 308. 
obsciirus (Turdus), 141. 
obscurus (Turdus), 141. 
obscurus obscurus (Turdus), 141, 
obsciirus subobsciirus (Turdus), 142. 
obsoleta (Hippolais), 444. 
ohsoleta (Hi;^olais), 444. 
obsoleta (Salicana), 444. 
occipitalis (Acantbopneuste), 479. 
occipitalis (Aoantkopneuste), 479. 


occipitalis (Tliyllopueiiste), 479. 
occipitalis coronal a (Acantho- 
piieiiste), 480. 

occipitalis occipitalis (Acantlio- 
pneuste), 479. 

Ochroinela, 252. 

Ochromela, 2.52. 
ochnt/ra (Motacdlci), 75. 
oebrurus (PliaJiiicunis), 75. 
oebrurus pboeniciiroides (Phcenicu- 
rus), 76. 

oebrurus rufiventris (Phenniourus), 
77. 

CEnanthe, 38. 

CEiianiJie, 38. 
oenantbe (OEnantbe), 48. 
cenanthe (MotaciUd), 48. 

(Buanthe (Saxicola), 48. 
oenantbe oenantbe (CEiiantbe), 48. 
ohmcea (Cyornis), 246. 
olivaceus (Antlnpes), 246. 
ohvaceus (Anikipes\ 246. 
olivaceus olivaceus (Anthipes), 246. 
olivaceus poliogenys (Anthipes), 247. 
oinalwia (Cisticola), 424. 
opistboleuca (CEnantbe), 44. 
o^sfhofeuca (Saxtcola), 44. 

Oreicola, 34. 

Oreooinola, 157- 
orientahs (AcrocephaZiis), 391. 
oricntnhs (Ceitia), 514. 
onnns (Aorocepbalus), 398. 
oi'inus (Aorocephalus), 398. 
Orthotomus, 410. 

Orthotomiis, 410. 


pallasu (Oinclus), 4. 
pallabu (Ciuclus), 4 
pallasii mania (CJinclns), 5. 
pallasu tenuirostns (Cinclus), 4. 
pallida (Hippolais), 443, 
pallida elseica (Hippolais), 443. 
^Hillidipe^i (Cifomis), 228. 
pallidipes ( Horornis), 508. 
pallidvpes {H{>rorQiis), .508. 
pallidipes (Thylloscopiis), 508. 
pallidipes osinastoni (Horornis), 509. 
pallidipes osmastoni (Horeites), 509. 
pallidipes pallidipes (Horornis), 
608. 

pallidirostris (Lamus), 287. 
pallidus (Horornis), 507. 
pallidus (Hororms), 507. 
pallidus (Horeites), 507. 
pallidus (Turdus), 135. 
pallidus (Tm'dus), 135. 
pallidus pallidus (Horornis), 507. 
pallipes (Cyornis), 227. 
palhpes (Musdeapa), 228. 
pallipes bainana (Cyornis), 229. 
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pallipes pallipes (Cyornis), 228. 
palliscri {Bracliyptcn/x)^ 408. 
palliseri (Elaphrornis), i08. 

^aUi?eH {Elaphornii^)^ 408. 
palusfcns (Megalui'iis), 435. 
paliistris {Megalunih), 435. 
pandoo {Feiroouicla), 174. 
paradmiis (^CucuIka), 377. 
paradiseus (Dissemurusl, 376. 

378, 381. 

paradiseus ceyloiiensis (Dibsemurus), 
381. 

paradiseus grandis (Dissemuriis), 
378 

paradiseus malabaricus (Disse- 
murus), 381. 

paradiseus nicobariensis (Disse- 
muriiB), 380. 

paradiseics mcobaricus {DLSsc'nmrus\ 
380. 

paradiseus otiosus (Dissemurus), 
380. 

Paradiseus otiosus (Bisseimirus)^ 
380. 

paradiseus paradiseus '(Bisseiuiirus), 
377. 

paradiseus rangooneiisis (Disse- 
murus), 378. 

paradisi {Mitscioapd), 264. • 

paradisi (Terpsi phone), 264. 
paradisi {Terpsiphone), 264. 
paradisi affims (Terpsiplione), 267. 
paradisi leucogaster (Terpsiphone), 
268. 

paradisi nicobarica (Terpsiphone), 
269. 

paradisi paradisi (Terpsiphone), 264. 
parm {Muscicapa)^ 210. 
parva (Siphia), 210. 
parva [Si-phia), 210.^ 
parva albiciUa(Sipliia), 211. 
parva hyperythm (Siphia), 212. 
parva parva (Siphia), 210. 
patia {Orihotontus), 412. 
pectoralis (Calliope), 92. 
pectoralis {Calliope), 02, 93. 
pectoralis {Lmcucerca), 282. 
pectoralis (Rhipidura), 282. 
pectoraVis {Rhipidiira), 282 
pectoralis confiisa (Calliope), 93. 
peoioralis cmifusa {LuscimiC), 93. 
pectoralis pectoralis (Calliope), 92. 
petvica (Teutleca), 309. 
pelvica (Tephrodornis), 309. 
pelvica pelvica (Tephrodornis), 309. 
pelvica sylvicola (Tephrodornis), 

311. 

pelvicus ( Tephrodornis), 309. 
peregrinus {Parus), 329. 
peregriniis (Pencroeotus), 329. 
peregrinus {Pericrocotus), 329. 


peregrinus malabaricus (Pericro- 
cotiis), 331. 

peregrinus pallidus (Pericrocotus), 
332. 


peregrinus pallidus {Ventrocoius), 
332. 

peregrinus perigrmiis (Pei icrocotus), 

peregrinus vividus (Pericrocotus), 
331. 


peregrinus vividus (Tericrocotus), 
331. 

Pjfricrocotid^, 317. 

Pericrocotus, 3J7. 

PeHcrocotus, 317. 

Philentoma, 261. 

Philentoma, 261. 
philippensis {Turdus), 175. 
PuCENICURIN.E, 67. 
phoBnusuroides {Braehypterus), 21. 
phoenicuroides (Hodgsonius), 21. 
plicemcuroides {Hodgsonvm), 21. 
plmmcurmdes {Lanius), 303. 
phoenicuroides {Ruticilia), 76. 
phoenicuroides phoenicuroides (Hodg- 
sonius), 21. 

Phoenicurus, 68- 
PhragmatieoU, 439. 

PliragmaiiGoh., 439. 

Phyllergates, 516. 

Phyllergales, 616. 

Phylloscopus, 453. 
picata (GSnanthe), 42. 
picata {Mu'^icapa), 306. 
pxoata {Saxicola), 42. 
picatus (Hemipus), 305. 
picatus {Hemvpus), 305. 
picatus capitaliB (Hemipus), 307. 
picatus picatus (Hemipus), 306. 
pilaris (Arceiitliornis), 155. 
pilans {Turdus'), 155. 

Platylophua, 314. 

Platylophus, 314. 
platyura (Schoenicola), 437. 
plafyura {Schoenicola), 437. 
platyura {Tiinalia), 437. 
pleschanha {Saxicola), 46. 
plumbeitarsus {Acanthopneuste), 
474. 

plunibeitarsus {Phylloscopus'), 474. 
poliogcnys (Anthipes), 247. 
poliogenys {Cyornii), 247. 
poliogenys ( Crgpiolopha), 491. 
poliogenys {Culicijyeta), 491. 
poliogenys (Seicercus), 491. 
pondiceriana {Miiscicapa), 312. 
pondiceriaua (Tephrodornis), 312. 
pondiceriana affinis (Tephrodornis), 

313. 

pondiceriana pallida (Tephrodornis), 

314. 
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pondiceriana poncliceriana (Tcpliro- 
dorins), 312 

poiidtcerianm (^Tcphrodomib)^ 312, 
313. 

pondkericLnus imlluliis ( TepUrndomis)^ 
31-1 

poonoms {Mmcioapa)^ 249. 

Prinia, 52i>. 

Pnnia, 525 

proregiihf) (Mofactlla), 4G6. 
proiegulns (Phylloscopus), 4G6. 
jj7'orcf/itlu{i {Ph^lhiiropm)j 4G(). 
proi’ogulas forrx?aiti (Pliylloseopus), 

437. 

proreijiilm fm'e^ti (PhuUoscopus), 
437. 

proreeuliis newtoni (Pliylloscopiis), 
466 

proregiiliis ainilaensis (Pli^lloscopus), 
467. 

pf'oreffiUiM ii2Jiilae7iSLS (PJiplloscopics), 
4()7. 

jirotamelmna. (^Mer\da\ 140. 

Prunella, 192. 

Pnimdla, 192. 

Piiunthjjkjk, 187. 
pr:2evjaZs!i'7t (iawiws), 289. 
pulclier (Phylloflcopus), 464. 
pibJoher {Phyllosoopiis), 464. 
piilcher kangrao (Pliylloacopus), 
466. 

pidcher kanqrcR {PhyUoscopus\ 465. 
pulcher pulober (Pliylloscopus), 
464. 

purpurea (Ooohoa), 184. 
purpurea (Cochoa), 184. 
pyrrhoptera (^Miiscicapa)^ 263. 
pyn'hopteruin ('Plnlentoma), 263. 
pyrrhopiei'ttm (Philento^na), 263. 


rania (Hippolais), 442. 
rarnia {Hippolais), 442. 
rama (Sylvia), 442, 
rangoonenm {Edolius), 378. 
Beouliu^, 538. 

Begulus, 538. 

BeguhtA, 538. 

regidus (Motacilla), 538. 

regular (Begulus), 538. 

regulub {EegidiAs)^ 541. 

regulus himalayenais (Begulus), 639. 

vegulua tristris (Begulus), 541. 

regulus yannanensis (Begulus), 541. 

remifer (Bbrmga), 374. 

remifer (Blmnga), 374, 376. 

remifer tectirostis (Bliringa), 375, 

Bhipidura, 276. 

Bhipidura, 276. 

Bhyacornis, 81. 
ripponi (OryptolopUa), 497. 


rosvtt (JMicACh‘(tpa\ 
roseus (Pcrirrocotus), 328. 
rnscub {Pf'nciucutits)^ 3,28 
roKHis roi>eus ^Perirrocot.UM), 328 . 
rotliSL'hildi (Ooidioa), ISC* 
ruhei iihidvs (- in ctUto ). 1 93. 
ruheculoulod fCyu’uiB), 231. 

2 uheouloKlrs (^('//omi.s), 231 
2 'uhecHloide.s (Plio^nicura), 231. 
rul)ocii]oulc*s (Pruiiollci), 193. 

1 nheculoidet^ ( 7 Ltd / haleiib), J 93. 
rubeeuloules rubeculouleb (CSorius), 

231 

riihicola bhjncgen {Prathirofa), 30, 
riifescenb (Dryiuoepus), r)3/>. 
rufescens (Fiaiiklinia), 426. 
rufescens (Franklinia), 427. 

2 iiJet^cc)ib(P7 buia), 427 

riifescens abbuiueHsis {Fra nkluita), 

427. 

rufesccna ausfceni (Frankluna), 427. 
rufesmis rufcseeiis (Fraukliiiia), 
427. 

mneapilla (Ilyclroriolda), 64. 
rufwitpdlus {Eniciirub), 64 
rtifwapiUus {11yd rocichla), 64. 
rujlcaiida {Must icapa), 2{»0. 
ruficaudus ( Vlseoiujx), 250. 
ruficaudus {Aheonaxy 250. 
rujlveps {Edela), 415. 
ruficeps (Oi’Miotoinus), 415. 
ruficeps ( Orthoiomiob), 415. 
rujicolhs {Mei'tda), 136. 
ruficjollis (Turdus), 136, 
rujicolhs ( Turdus), 136. 
riijdata {lauthia), 99. 
rujilatm {Accetnor), 189. 
ruJilcUus {Kemiira), 90. 
rufiveiiti'ib {Bi'achypieryxy 10 . 
rujiveniris ( (Emnthe), 77. 
rufiventns {Buticdla), 76, 77. 


sapplura (Cyornis), 225. 

sapphira {Cyonm), 225. 

bapphira {Musicapida), 226. 

saularis (Copsychus), 112. 

sanla) IS {Copsychus), 113. 

saularis {Graiiula), 113. 

saularis andamanensis (Copsychus), 

saularis ceylonensis (Copsychus), 
115. 

saularis musicus (Copsychus), 114. 
saularis saularis (Oopsvfhus), 113. 
saxatilis (Mouticola), 177. 
saxatdis {Moniicola), 177. 
saxatilis {Turdus), 177. 

Saxicola, 23. 

Saxicola, 23. 

Saxicoliuse, 22. 
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Sasicoloiclcs, 108. 

SoAutoloideb, 108 
scliacli (Laiuu!?.), 294. 
sclmch (^Lanius), 294. 
schacli cam ceps (Lanius), 296. 
sehacli orythronotiis (Lam us), 295. 
schistaceus (Kmcurus), 59. 
sclnstaceus o9 

schUtaceiiR {Henicurus), 59. 
schisticops (Abi’oriiis), 496. 
schisticcps {Ahi'orms), 496 
schist icepb {Cuhcipeia)^ 496 
scliist.iceps (Plioeiiicurus), 70. 
schisticfps {livticiUa\ 70. 

Bchisticeps flavimeiitahs (Abromis), 
497. 

schist iceps Jlavimcntahs {Ahiomis), 
497. 

scbibticeps rippcni (Abrornsi), 497. 
schisticeps sclasticeps (Abrornisl, 
496. 

Sehoenicola, 43G 
8ch(Bmcola, 436 
sehwaneri {Ahrmm\ 495. 
sebwarzi (Horbivocula), 45*2. 
schwarzn (Merhwociila), 452. 
schwarsi 452. 

scita (Hippolaisi), 444. 
botta (Sijlvict), 444. 

Scotoeerca, 501. 

Scotocei'ca, 501. 
scoideri {Emcunis)^ 65. 
sooulen (Microciclila), 65. 
scoul&ri {Mixa'ocichla), 65. 
scouleri scouleri (Microciehla), 65. 
Seicercus, 485. 

Seicercus, 485. 

senator (Lanius), 299. 

smator (La7mis), 299. 

senator niloticus (Lanius), 299. 

sepium (Orthotomus), 416. 

sepium cineraceiis (Orthotomus), 416. 

sibirica (Geocichla), 146. 

sihvrica ( Gcoctchla), 146. 

sibirica (Hemichelidon), 204. 

sdjirica {Hemichelidon), 204, 205. 

sibirica {Mmicapa), 204. 

sibirica cacabata (Hemicbelldon), 

204. 

sibirica cacabata {Musicapa), 204. 
sibirica davisoni (Geocichla), 147. 
sibirica gulmergi (Hemichelidon), 

205. 

sihinca guhnergi {Hemichelidon), 205. 
sibirica rotbschildi (Hemicbelldon), 

206. 

sibirica rothschildi {Hemichelidmi), 
206. 

sibirica sibirica (Geocichla), 146. 
sihiricxis {Turdtbs), 146.^ 
mtiillana {Menda), 125. 


sinnllimus {Tu^'dus), 125. 
sindianus {Phi/llobro/ms), 47)7, 
shicnsis {Brachgptergx), 20, 
sinensis {Eincnrus). 63. 
sinensis (llcterosenicus), 20. 

Siphia, 207. 

Piphia, 207 
socialiss (Pnnia), 529. 
social iS {Prmia), 520, 531. 
socialis socialis (Pi inia), 530. 
social IS Btewarti (Prmia), 531. 
solans (Pericrocotus), 32t5. 
solans {Perici'ocotus), 326. 
solans 1*1 ppom (Peiicrocotus), 327. 
solans solans (Pericrocotus), 327- 
solitana (jVIonticohi), 172 
Bolilai la afl5ms (Alonticola;, 175. 
solitana pandoo (Monucola), 174. 
solitana phihppensis (Alonticola), 
17o. 

solitana transcaspica (Moiiticola), 
173 

solitana transcaspica {Moiiitoola) 173. 
soktamis {Turthis), 172. 
sopluse (Leptopocfile), 542. 
sophice {hcptopcecilc), 542. 
sophise obsciira (Leptopoecile), 543, 
sophiai sopliiai (Leptc^pmcile), 542. 
sordula {G(aitcomyuis), 241. 
sordida (Stoparola), 241. 
sordid a {Stoparola), 241. 
sordidus (Ciiiclus), 2. 
speciosus (Pericrocotus), 318, 
speciostis (Pericrocotus), 319. 
specioms (Turdus), 319. 
speciosus andamanensis (Pericro- 
cotiis), 322. 

speciosus llammeus (Pericrocotus), 
322. 

speciosus llammifer (Pericrocotus), 
321. 

speciosus fraterculus (Pericrocotus), 
320. 

speciosus speciosus (Pericrocotus), 
319 

Bpiloptera (Oreocincla), 165. 
spUojjtera {Oreocuicla), 165. 
squameiceps (IVibura), 515. 
squameiceps (Uro)]hlexis), 515. 
squamiceps { Urosphena), 515. 
stellatus {Brachgteryx (Drymochares)), 
16 . 

stellatus {JDrymochai'Cs), 16. 
stellatus (HeLeroxenicus), 16. 
stentm'ea {Curruca), 388. 

Btentorcus (Acroceplialus), 388. 
sienioreus {Acrocephalus), 389. 
stentoreiis amyae (Acrocephalus), 390. 
stentoreus amy<s (Acrocephalus), 390. 
steutoreusbrunnescens(Acrocephalu8), 
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stewa-i ti (P? inia), 531. 

Stoparola, :238. 

Stoparola, 238. 
strami7iea {Locmtella), 402. 
bti'iata {Gra/immcola)^ 434. 
striata (Muscicapa), 202. 
sunata neumanni (Mu&cicapa), 202. 
stnatulus {Blunfordim)^ 520. 
stnatus {Melizophihbs)^ 501. 
stropbiata (Prunella), 195. 
sbrophiata (Siphia), 208. 
strophiata (Siphia), 208. 
strophiata fuscognlaris (Sipliia), 209. 
strophata fuscopulat'^is {SipJita), 209. 
strophiata .jerdoiii (Prunella), 197. 
stropbiata stropbiata (Prunella), 196, 
strophiata strophiata (Siphia), 208. 
strophicutus {Accentor), 196. 
stroph^at^is ( T?ia.rrhal€us), 196. 
styani {Siphia), 271. 
mh/aoniliger (Anihipes), 245. 
mhohecMTct, {Mernla.), 142. 
subvindis (Phylloscopus), 468. 
&uhmr%die {Phylloscopus), 468. 
mhmi'tdis {Beguloides), 468. 
suecica {Gyanecula)^ 83, 85. 
suecica (Cjanosylvia), 83. 
suecica {MotaciUcb)^ 83. 
suecica palliclogularis (OyanosylTia), 
85. 

snedca, podlidogularis ( Qyanccula)^ 85, 
rohmta {GyanecuLa)^ 85. 
suecica robusta (Cyanosylvia), 85. 
suecica suecica (Cyanosylvia), 83. 
mmatre^ms {Siphia), 2fe. 
sundara (Niltava), 259. 
sundara {Niltam), 259. 
sundara sundara (Niltava), 259. 
superciliaris (Abrornis), 494. 
superdharis (Abrornis) , 494. 
superciliaris ( Cyorms), 221, 
siepercilians (Cyorms), 221. 
subperciltm'is (Muscicapa), 221, 
superciliaris (Snya), 524. 
superciliaris (Suya), 524 
superciliaris astiguia (Oyornis), 223, 
superciliaris salwmensis (Abrornis), 
495. 

superciliaris salimnmsis (Abrornis), 
495. 

superciliaris sohwaneri (Abrornis), 
495 

superciliaris superciliaris (Abrornis), 

superciliaris superciliaris (Cyorms), 

221 

superciliaris superciliaris (Suya),524. 
supei'ciliosus (Phylloscopus), 470. 
siitoria (Motacdla), 410. 
sutorius (Orthotomus), 410. 
sutonus (Orihotouius), 410, 412. 


sutorius longicaudus (Ortliotomus), 

412. 

sutorius maculicollib (Ortlioloinus), 

413. 

sutorius patia (Orthotomus), 412. 
sutorius sutui’ius (Orthotomus), 410 
Suya, 518. 

Suya, 518. 

syhesii (Caonpopliaya), 340. 
sykesii (Lalage), 340. 
sykesii (Lalage), 340. 
sylvatica (Priiiia), 531. 
sylvatica (Prima), 532, 533. 
sylvatica ruleseens (Prima), .533. 
sylvatica sylvatica (Prima), 532. 
sylvatica valicla (Prima), 533. 

Sylvia, 446. 

Sylvia., 446. 

sylmcola (Tephrodoi'nis), 311. 
Sylviidce, 382. 


taezanowskia (Tribura), 404, 
taczanowskia (Tribura), 404. 

Tar&iger, 95. 

ieotirostHs (Bhrmga), 375. 
temnamckii (Myxophoneus), 179. 
t&imninckii (Myiophoneus), 180. 
temrainckii eugenei (Myiophoneus), 
181. 

temminckii temminckii (IVIyio- 
phoneus), 180 

tenellipes (Acanthopncuste), 477. 
tenelhpes (Acanthopncuste), 477- 
tenellipes (Phylloscopu^s), 477. 
tenuirostris (Otnclus), 4. 
tephrooephala ( Crypiolopha), 488. 
tephrocephalvs ( Gulcipeta), 488. 
Tepbrodornis, 308. 

Tephrodoi'nis, 308. 
tephronotus (Colturio), 297. 
leplironotus (Lanius), 297. 
tephronotus (Lanms), 297. 
terat (Campophaga), 341. 
Terpsiplione, 264. 

Tefipsfiphone, 264. 
thalassoides (Giaucomyias), 241. 
thoracica (Dumeticola), 405. 
thoraciea (Tribura), 405. 
thoracica (Tribura). 405. 
thoracica tlioracica (Tribura), 405. 
Tickellia, 499. 

Tichellia, 499. 
tickellias (Oyornis), 234. 
tickellies ( Gyomis), 234. 
tickelliae messea (Oyornis), 236. 
tickellKB mesam (Oyornis), 236.' 
tickellias sumatrensis (Cyorms), 235. 
tickellise tickellise (Oyornis), 234. 
tickellh (Cyorms), 234. 
tigrmus (Lanius), 304 
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itgr-imis {La^mis), 304. 
torqiiata (Saxicola'), 27. 
torquata indica (Saxieola), 28. 
torquata leiiciira (Saxieola), 31. 
torquata przewalskii (Saxieola), 30. 
torquata stejnegeri (Saxieola), 30. 
Tnbura, 403. 

Tribura, 403. 
tricolor ( Oyornis), 219. 
tricolor {Btgenea), 219. 
tricolor cerviiiiventris (Oyornis), 220. 
tricolor tricolor (Oyornis), 219. 
ifrzsfts (Phi/lloscoptis), 450 
trochiloides {Acantimd), 481 
trochiloides (Acanthopneuste), 480 
irochiloides {Acanthoptieuste), 481. 
trochiloides claudise (Acantlio- 
pneuste), 483. 

trochiloides claudtcB {Acanthopneuste), 
483 

trochiloides davisoni (Acaiitlio- 
pneuste),482. 

trocli iloides liarterii(Aeantliopiieuste), 
481. 

trochiloides harterti {Acanthopneuste), 
481. 

trochiloides trochiloides (Acantho- 
pnouste), 481 . 
tschebaiewi (Calliope), 94. 
tschehaiewi { Calliope), 94. 

Turdid^e, 7. 

furdlna oi'ieiitaUs {Salicaria), 391. 
Turdinoo, 120. 

Turdus, 121. 
tytleri {Cisiicola), 420 
tytlcri {Hyj)othymis\ 273. 
tytleri {M^yiagra) 273. 
tytleri (Phylloseopus), 455. 
tytleri {Phylloscopus), 455. 


nnicolor (Oyornis), 229. 
unicolor ( Cl/orms), 230. 
unicolor (Merula), 138. 
nnicolor (Turdus), 138. 
unicolor {Turdus), 138. 
unicolor inf uscata (Oyornis), 231, 
unicolor unicolor (Oyornis), 230. 
Urophlexis, 515. 

Urophlexis, 615. 


valida {Drymoica), 633 
vai'ia {Oreocincla), 161, 
velata {Brymophila), 262 
velatuni (Pliilentoma), 262. 
velatum {Phileiitoma), 26‘2 
vindamib {Acanthopneuste), 474. 
vindanus {Phylloscopus), 474. 
vindis (Cochoa), 185. 
viridis { Cochoa), 1 35. 

■viscivorus (Arceuthornis), 154. 
visoivorus {Turdus), 154. 

■viscivofus bonapartei (Arceuthornis), 
154. 

viiiata {Saxieola), 45 
vittatus (Lanius), 289 
■vittaius {Lanius), 289. 

Tivida (Cyornis), 226. 
vmda {Cyorms), 226. 
yinda oatesi (Oyornis), 22(‘i. 
volifans {Cisticola), 422. 


wardi (Geociclila), 145. 
uoardi {Cieocichla), 145. 
wardi {Turdus), 145. 
westermanni {Musaca'puJa), 224. 
whtteheadi {Oreocmcla), 163. 
wickliami (Larvivora), 15 
wickhami {Larvivora), 15. 
wolfi {Cyanecula), 86. 


ranthodryas {Phylloscopiis), 472. 
xan til opry Ulna (OEnanthe). .53. 
xanthoprymna {Saxieola), 53. 
xanthoprymna chrysopygia 
(CEnanthe), 53. 

xanthochistos {Phyllopneuste), 489. 
xanthoschistus {Cn/ptolophii), 490. 
xanthoschistus (Seicercus), 488, 
xanthoschistus albosuperciliaris (Sei- 
cercus), 490. 

xanthoschistus xanthoschistus (§ei- 
cercus), 489. 


yimnanemis {Beg ulus), 541 < 


Zoothera, 166. 
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